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On 30 December at 1306hrs, Adventure which is owned by the Joint
Services Adventure Sail Training Centre (JSATC) and crewed
predominantly by members of the Royal Corps of Signals finished the
prestigious Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. This world renowned race is
notorious and infamous throughout the world as one of the world's
toughest yacht races and the 2006 race was no different.
Mercury Challenge and yacht Adventure are completing a
circumnavigation of the globe and giving over 120 Officers and Soldiers
the AT experience of a lifetime. Leg 5 of Mercury Challenge was from
Perth to Sydney and then the Sydney Hobart race. The hand picked race
team had trained hard from Perth to Sydney across the Great Australian
Bight and through the Bass Straight, and their aim was to be competitive
ana do the Army proud in whatt'!ver way possible. There was one novice onboard, Sig Ricky Griffiths, who first went sailing ih the Solent 2 month
before the race. He commented that, "I started sailing in the Solent with Capt Rachel Thompson on a 5 day trg exped which I really enjoyed and
was then selected for Leg 5 of Mercury Challenge. I have learnt so much during the past few months from all the crew in particular Sgt 'Wi,-idy'
Gale, Sgt MJ Holt and Cpl Amanda Giltrow. ; ~ has been really tough at times and physically hard work, but my confidence has improved and it
was the experience of a lifetime".
The race which started on Boxing Day in Sydney Harbour, surrounded by thousands of spectators, was not without drama duri ng the 628 mile
cours . During the first 12 hrs the yacht faced strong winds and large seas, which left the crew of Adventure physically and mentally exhausted, an
one crew member with a severely bruised back and another with a badly strained shoulder. Numerous sail changes during the night kept the whole
crew awake and busy on what is a physically demanding yacht to sail. Ocean Sailor Sgt 'Windy' Gale, our experienced t actician and navigator, ha
made the call to head out to sea for more favourable winds and currents. This decision not only put Adventure in a great position to head for succe
in the race, but also resulted by chance in Adventure being in a critical position to save the lives of 8 Australian sailors.
The night of strong winds and waves too their toll on the fleet and as dawn broke, a distress call was heard from a fellow competitor, yacht
Koomooloo. Before we had a chance o recover from the long night, the professionalism kicked in and being only 8 miles away from Koomooloo, w
immediately went to their assistance. Koomooloo was he victim of 6m waves and a howling gale and had fallen off one of the large waves as daw~
broke and damaged the hull. The distress call had stated that the yacht immediately took on a lot of water and within an hour the yacht was partial!
submerged. Adventure was making quick progress at the time and estimated they could be on the scene within the hour.
Maj Charles Roberts, the Skipper of Adventure from England to Hobart said: "We have done lots of trg for these kind of scenarios, mainly man
overboard drills, before we set off .. ..the trg came t ogether really well and we did what any crew would have done". The professionalism, calmness
and teamwork of the crew ensured that the crew of Koomoo/oo were safely rescued from their life raft. Ex-RN Radio Supervisor Ariel Rodgers fror
Panoptech, who provided the onboard cameras, was commended by the rescue services for his outstanding radio procedure whilst communicating
with Koomoo/oo and acting as a relay vessel for the rescue services. After all the crew of Koomooloo were safely on Adventure, a course was set fc
Eden, NSW where a rendezvous mid-ocean had been arranged with the police launch Alert. The crew of Koomooloo were once again transferred ar
despite their ordeal managed to raise a smile and wave as they left for Eden. All the crew of Adventure were honoured to help the Australian rescue
services and the crew of Koomooloo, but have sincere sympathy for those involved and that the beautiful yacht, which was an Australian icon could
not be saved. With the British Army logo in full view, Adventure and her crew have had extensive media coverage about the rescue, including front
page mentions, photos and 3 page spreads in Australian national papers, British national papers, ABC (Australian Broadcasting Corporation), BBC
and Sky News to name but a few. For more information on the rescue, log onto sydneyhobart.co.uk and look up yacht Adventure. Sig John
Hibbert, commented on the rescue and said: "It was exceedingly well organised and happened so smoothly. We didn't have time to think about it,
and everyone kept calm throughout.fl
After the rescue, Adventure continued racing and was keen to make up lost time. The morning position report indicated that many yachts had
suffered during the night, incfuding 2 of the favourites, Maximus and ABN AMRO, which had lost their masts. Both yachts were crewed by
experienced and professional crews, giving an indication of the calibre of the yachts and the conditions faced on the first night.
Coming close into the coast <>f Australia, the ind brought Adventure round onto a course to cross the Bass Straight and this notorious stretch of
water can produce some extreme weather conditions, bu\ in this instance the wind was dying away to give Adventure an uneventful crossing .
Subsequent position reports were keenly plo ed on the Raymarine Chart Plotter, which is the key to navigation oh Adventure. This indicated that w
were still ahead of the fleet, but would have to sail hard as the winds were forecast to become lighter as the race wore on. At 50 tonnes, these
conditions did'not..suit Adventure but making the most of the breeze, reasonable progress was made down the coast of Tasman ia with little incident
Finally the wind came round to push Adventure towards the principle turning· point on the course, Tasman Island. Running under the fully branded
EADS Spinnaker, Adventure was struggling to hold off fellow competitors who were in close company throughout the night, leading to some close
quarters sailing in pitch black conditions, with helms Capt Thompson and Sgt Windy Gale working hard to successfully keep ahead of the pack.
After sailing up Derwent River, Adventure crossed the finish line, helmed by 19 yr old Sig Ricky Griffiths in a total time o 4 days and 6 mins. The
Royal Signals crew, including 2 civilians and one Royal Engineer, started the race as unknowns in the Australian press, but with a mass of TV crews
and newspapers on the dock waiting for the crew to land, there was no doubt that the British Army team had become the leading topic of
conversation overnight. The messages flooding into the yacht and the project office, www.mercurychallenge.mod.uk from sailors and well wishers
worldwide have been phenomenal and one Australian even wished Ehgland would win the 4th cricket test, but I guess we can't have everything!
Although overshadowed by the dramatic rescue of the crew of Koomooloo, the crew of Adventure have driven the yacht hard and achieved an
excellent result in this high profi le race. The British Army team achieved the
following results in a fleet full of professional sailors and Sydney Hobart race
veterans:
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21 st overall out of 78, 5th in their Division (D) out of 25, 1st UK yacht
At the prestigious Rolex Sydney Hobart Prize giving, the crew of Adventure were
awarded the Polish Trophy for the yacht travelling from the furthest port to compe
and the coveted Rani Trophy for the most meritorious performance, as judged by
the race committee. The team may not have won a Rolex watch for an overall wu
but there is no doubt that all the crew of yacht Adventure have done the Army
proud and the majority of the team comprising: MaJ Charles Roberts, Sgt.Win
Gale, Mr Andy Femle (JSASTC), Mr Ariel Rodgers (Sponsor from Panoptech),
Capt Rachel Thompson, Sgt MJ Holt, Cpl Amanda Giltrow, Sgt Bernie
Steadman, 2Lt Rachel Clayton, W02 Brian EaheltiY, SSat Alan Forbes, Cp
Chris Nixon, Sig John Hibbert and Sig Ricky Griffltha are now returning to
their units having had the experience and achievement of a lifetime.
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Ex MERCURY CHALLENG E - A montage of scenes from
Adventure in Australia and opposite, a view of the
rescue.

Ex LION SUN - 2Lt Dave Phillips and Sgt O'Reilly lead v Troop
on a tab. LCpls Hoszowskyj, Kain and Kingsley-Hughes going
steady at the front.

. A~~hors alone are responsible for the _content of their articles. The opinions expressed in the articles of this publication are those of the
1nd1v1dual authors _and do not nec_essanly reflect t_he policy and_views, official or otherwise, of the Royal Corps of Signals or the Ministry of
Defence. All articles and subm1ss1ons are published at the d1scret1on of the Editor. This publication may contain official information. It
should be treated with discretion by the recipient.
Printed by Holbrooks Printers Ltd, Norway Road, Hilsea, Portsmouth © Crown Copyright

~

IMPORTANT NOTICE FOR ALL REGULAR SERVING MEMBERS OF THE
CORPS - PART TWO

OFFICERS, DECEMBER 2006

SUBSCRIPTIONS TO CORPS FUNDS (THE DAY'S PAY SCHEME)

Name and Rank

Changes to the way in which subscriptions to the Corps Fund under the Day's Pay Scheme will be collected on the introduction of the
Joint Personnel Administration System (JPAS) were explained in the article on the inside of the back cover of the December 2006 issue
of the Wire. As a reminder the main points are:
Currently your annual subscription is made in 4 deductions a year from your pay, after you have paid the Income Tax on the
subscription. As the Corps Fund is a registered charity we are able to claim back some of the Income Tax that you have paid
through the Gift Aid scheme. This amounts to about £187 ,000 for Corps Funds each year.
With the advent of JPAS in April 2007, and in line with government policy, the method of collecting subscriptions will change
from Gift Aid to Payroll Giving. Under the Payroll Giving scheme subscriptions will be deducted from your pay, in monthly
instalments over the year, before you the application of Income Tax. This means that as an individual you will benefit by not
paying the Income Tax on your subscription, but it also means that the Corps will lose the income from the tax claimed back
through Gift Aid.
With Payroll Giving there will be only three groups for which a percentage of a day's pay can be set; officers, WOs/SNCOs
and JNCOs/Sig.
On the change to Payroll Giving, those who currently subscribe will not be required to take any action to continue their
subscriptions - the changeover will be automatic.
In 2006 the Corps Fund received income of £680,000 from the Day's Pay scheme and £187,000 from Gift Aid. Significant expenditure in
the year was; £400,000 on welfare grants to serving and retired members of the Corps and their dependants, £52,000 on grants for
adventurous training, £81 ,000 in grants for sport, £38,000 subsidy for the Wire to go to "full colour" and provide free copies to units and
£1 30,000 in runn ing costs for RHQ, which includes the salaries of Corps employees such as the Corps Accountant, Welfare Secretary
and RSA Secretary. A full report on the Corps Fund will be published in the Wire later in the year when the annual audit has been
completed . In order t o maintain the current level of support for these and other Corps activities it will be necessary to offset the loss of
the annual income of £187,000 to the Corps Fund that we currently receive from Gift Aid but which we will not receive from April 2007.
This will be achieved by increasing the percentage of a day's pay that you subscribe, but only to a level at which you will not pay more
than you currently should be, when your red uced Income Tax bill is taken into account. Applying this criterion, the current and new
percentages that have been set are:
Officers - currently 175%, increased to 190% of a day's pay;
WOs and SNCOs - currently 125%, increased to 140% of a day's pay;
JNCOs and Sig - currently 100%, increased to 110% of a day's pay.
The good news is that you will still be better off (as the example below shows) and the new percentages will mean that the loss of
income to the Corps Fund will be reduced to £50,000. The fi rst deduction from pay at the new percentages will be made in April 2007
and the legend that you will see on your pay statement will be 'Service Day's Pay Giving'. On promotion or commissioning you will
automatically be moved to the appropriate rate. In conclusion , the Corps Fund enables us to provide much needed financial support to
the serving and retired Corps. However, our ability to continue to do so depends on the willingness of all Regular members of the
serving Corps to contribute under the Day's Pay Scheme and SOinC(A) expects that all officers and soldiers will wish to contribute to
the Corps Fund at the rate appropriate to their rank.

An example of the of the increase in the percentage of a day's pay on the change from the Gift Aid to Payroll Giving
Scheme

New System with JPA - Payroll Giving

Current System - Gift Aid

Cpl on Higher Pay Band Level 3

£

Daily rate of pay

74.13

Net day's pay (Note 1)

68.53

Subscription @ 100% of net day's pay instalments
deducted quarterly

68.53

iCPt on Higher Pay Band Level 3

£

Daily rate of pay

74.13

!subscription @ 11 0 % of daily rate of pay
Deductions w ill be made monthly

81 .54

But tax relief is given at source @ 22% tax which
means that tax is not paid on the subscription

17.94

which is worth
Cost to the Cpl is

68.53

2

63.60

iCorPs Fund Income

Corps Fund Income

lax reclairnea by GOrpS l2'UfB ot suoscnpt1on as
set bv HM Revenue & Customs)

19.33

Income (subscription + tax reclaimed)

8 7.86

Note 1

Therefore the cost to the Cpl is subscription
m inus tax relief which is

Income from subscription

81.54

A net day's pay is the daily rate of pay from which is deducted a notional charge for food, accommodation and charge in lieu of council tax,
assessed for every officer and soldier irrespective of marital status at the standard rates for single men appropriate to rank. This charge, in this
example it is £5.60, is not deducted from pay but the subscription to Corps Funds is based on a percentage of the net day's pay. With JPA and
payroll giving there is no net pay assessment and the subscription will be based on a percentage of the daily rate of pay.
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Unit to which posted

Col JE Richardson MBE ... ... OGE HQ Land
Lt Col JRC Bunce ... .. .
. .. G6 HQ Land
Lt Col MA Coupar ..... .
. . . SC and IS (Northwood)
Lt Col RJ Healey
... JHC HQ Land
Lt Col PG Walker
... CBM Branch
Maj GN Addley
. . . CSD HQ SOinC(A)
Maj AE Percival
. . . JSC and Staff College
Capt SC Church
... 21 Sig Regt (AS)
Capt A Dick
... Army Foundation College
Capt MA Fleming
. . . 38 Sig RegtM
Capt SG Jackson
... 21 Sig Regt (AS)
Capt J Malcolm
. . . HQ London District
Capt RA Moody
. . . 1 (UK) Armd Div Sig Regt
Capt EA Mortimore ...
... HQ 1 Sig Bde
Capt J Renshaw
. . . 1(UK)Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
Capt AF Wardle
. . . 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn(200)
Capt MA West
... DCTO IA DIO
Lt S Bill
. . . Army Foundation College
Lt IJ Peers
. . . DCSA Cyprus
2Lt AR Bunting
.. . 30 Sig Regt
2Lt TM Collins
... 16 Sig Regt
2Lt EL Connelly
... 7 Sig Regt
2Lt G Davies
... 1(UK)Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
2Lt JME Hollins
. . . 1(UK)Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
2Lt MD Holloway
. . . 1(UK)Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
2Lt GC Jones
... 21 Sig Regt (AS)
2Lt S Lifton
... 7 Sig Regt
2Lt MA Miller
. . . DCSA Cyprus
2Lt DM Murphy
... 30 Sig Regt
2Lt SV Thomas
... 3(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt

OFFICERS, JANUARY 2007
Name and Rank

Col SJ Kidner
Lt Col CA Ford
Lt Col Hanson
Lt Col AP Hudson MBE
Lt Col HA Jenkins .... . .
Lt Col M Poland
Lt Col SJ Purser ... .. .
Lt Col RJH Sutherland
A/Lt Col MC Burke
Maj T JS Allen
Maj AB Arthurton
Maj WBP Cramer
Maj MJ Crinnion
Maj SL Evans
Maj MJ Grierson
Maj BY Higgs
Maj SJF Ing
Maj KH Mcanulty
Maj M P Parke
Maj E Rae
Maj SY Richardson ...
Maj CD Roberts

Unit to which posted
... DCOS HQ SOinC(A)
... 30 Sig Regt
... 35 Sig RegtM
. . . Directorate Manning (Army)
.. . 32 Sig Regt
... OGE HQ Land (HP Veritas)
.. . OGE HQ Land (HQ MND (SE))
. . . Regional Training Centre
... SANGCOM
... DG Log Land
. . . JSC and Staff College
... JSC and Staff College
.. . JSC and Staff College
, .. Y List MGM Div
. . . JSC and Staff College
. . . JSC and Staff College
... JSC and Staff College
. . . JSC and St aff College
. . . JSC and Staff College
. . . JSC and Staff College
. . . JSC and Staff College
. . . JSC and Staff College
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Maj DM Stoter
Maj LJ Thirsk
Maj JAL Vosper
Maj ER Warren
Maj SW Whittley
Maj CJ Woodbridge ...
A/Maj G Pardew
Capt MS Hele
Lt MJB Harris
Lt DC Lewin
Lt CH Mikulla
Lt SJ Witcher

. . . JSC and Staff College
... JSC and Staff College
... 2 Sig Bde
. . . JSC and Staff College
. . . JSC and Staff College
. . . JSC and Staff College
.. . OGE HQ Land
... RSS
...
...
. ..
.. .

10 Sig Regt - H Troop(Elmpt)
JSFSG Implementation
ATR Lichfield
ATR Lichfield

WOs AND SNCOs, DECEMBER 2006
Rank and Name

Unit to which p osted

SSgt SR Hook
A/SSgt SC Hall
Sgt AM Doyle
Sgt PN Howie
Sgt JJ Roberts
Sgt OA Trimble
Sgt JJ Wozniak

20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn(200)
CSD Apps
RSS
3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Reg!
3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Reg!
RSS
16 Regt RA

WOs AND SNCOs, JANUARY 2007
Rank and Name

Unft to which posted

WO 2 FofS PF Hughes
RSIT
A/WO 2 Supvr IS DB Bain .. . 20 Armd Bde HQ &Sig Sqn(200)
SSgt GW Eastlake ...... ..... . 22 Sig Regt
SSgt SD Kenny
.... ....... . 12 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
SSgt DJ Kidd
16 Sig Regt
SSgt DR Rimmer ..... ...... . Bowtag (N)
A/SSgt SRH Lynn ........ . .. . 2 Sig Regt
A/SSgt C Morrison ....... .... . 34 (Northern) Sig Regt M
Sgt MW Bremner ......... .. . 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
... .... .... . 22 Sig Regt
Sgt JD Colbert
...... ... .. . RSS
Sgt JM Cordery
Sgt JP Curley
... ..... . .. . 22 Sig Regt
Sgt FC Henderson ...... .. . .. . 34 (Northern) Sig Regt M
Sgt MM Langley ..... . .... . . 16 Sig Regt
........... . 22 Sig Regt
Sgt AJ Lloyd
Sgt JD McArthur ..... .. .. .. . 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqrx200)
Sgt IG McKenna .. .. ....... . APC Glasgow
Sgt S Osmond
21 Sig Regt (AS)
Sgt SA Pearson
.... ...... . . 2 Sig Regt
Sgt C Renshaw
.. . .... .... . ASS
Sgt DA Shilton
JSSU (CH)
Sgt J Smith
31 (City of London) Sig Regt M
Sgt KP Smith
1 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Reg!
Sgt AS Taylor
14 Sig Reg! (EW)
Sgt WB Warnes
.... .... . .. . CIS Brunssum
Sgt AK Williams ......... .. . JCUFI (AE)
A/Sgt JE Dolan
.... .. ..... . ATR Pirbright
A/Sgt P Goulbourn
1 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
A/Sgt SW Green .... ....... . AFV CIS School Armour Centre
........... . 14 Sig Regt (EW)
A/Sgt OS Jones
A/Sgt SE Poutney .. . ........ . 600 Sig Tp

3

Owen - Capt HJ Owen
Gamble - Maj RC Gamble

18 Dec 06
31 Dec 06

JANUARY 2007
DECEMBER 2006
Name and Rank

Date

Lithgow - Brig M Lithgow CBE
Vowles - Capt RJ Vowles
Devine - Capt DA Devine
Mather - Lt Col RG Mather
Sharp - Col RA Sharp OBE

01
01
04
12
12

Dec 06
Dec 06
Dec 06
Dec 06
Dec 06

Name and Rank

Date

Ashworth - Maj PD Ashworth
Gill - Lt Col NW Gill
Hill - Capt AL Hill
Stanton - Capt RJ Stanton
Hodson - Capt PM Hodson
Hele - Capt MS Hele
Smith - Maj JJ Smith

01 Jan
01 Jan
05 Jan
07 Jan
10 Jan
11 Jan
11 Jan

number of other terminals supported by the t eam. The team has
recently experienced a complete refit with the arrival SSgt(FofS)
Lee Clark, from the FofS Course No 75 and Sgt Mark Ebanks,
from 7 Sig Regt.
The team would like to wish both their predecessors SSgt(FofS)
Clarke and Sgt Gav McArthur all the best in their new posts.

07
07
07
07
07
07
07

The last few months have been very busy for the Cormorant SST
(CSS1), with the forward teams providing Close Support to both
30 Sig Regt and 2 Sig Regt exs. This was primarily Ex GRIFFIN
FOCUS, which saw Fwd Team 1 being deployed to Swynnerton
Camp for 2 weeks in sp of JTFHQ.
On the whole, the ex went well, from the CSST point of view
anyway, with the team dealing admirably with all the faults thrown
at it. With the ex being spread across the Midlands, the team
had quite a few miles to cover between faults and it is worth a
special mention to Sgt Matt Adams for his unique style of
driving.

HQ SOinC(Army)
UNIFIED SYSTEMS SUPPORT ORGANISATION
S01 Systems

Lt Col Rough

The Unified Systems Support Organisation (USSO) encompasses
many of the Armed Forces CIS sp teams with the aspiration to
provide the user community with the highest level of technical sp.
The USSO has personnel from all 3 Services plus attached
contractors and has sites in Blandford, Larkhill, Bicester and
Senelager, Germany.
The organisation provides sp to CIS in-service and the throughlife development of deployable CIS, by providing deployable
System Support Teams (SSTs). This is achieved by providing
Close Support to users on ops and exs, as well as General
Support which comprises PDS tasks, the provision of Subject
Matter Experts (SME) and also Problem Management, with the
use of the Land Systems Reference Centre.
This organisation comprises the following:
HQ Team and Customer Support
Dll-D SST
Wide Area Systems
Bowman SST(UK and Germany)
CBM(L) Applications SST
Logistics SST
Land Systems Reference Centre
Recent taskings include sp to Op TELIC, Op HERRICK, Op
HIGHBROW, Op CALASH, BATUS, Gibraltar, HQ BFSAI, exs,
trials and development, including on board sp to naval platforms.

was to provide 1st line sp at a simulated Deployed Land
Command Component. Sgt 'Ben' Pearmain and Sgt 'Daz'
Thomson both demonstrated the interoperability between
Bowman and Dll, as E-mails and track information were
exchanged for the very first time.
The benefits of CWID included working alongside Tri-Service and
top civilian organisations, such as Atlas and General Dynamics. It
was also beneficial to gain first hand experience of current secure
C41S technology. Team members with no forehand knowledge
soon picked up new skills from the contractors present. LCpl
'Donna' Foley alone gained a vast amount of knowledge, from
CA Unicentre to Active Directory.
CWID was not all work as it gave the team the chance to
experience the local cuisine and entertainment at Port Solent.
The Mexican restaurant is highly recommended along with the
variety of drinking establishments surrounding this pleasant
location. Unfortunately, Capt 'Jim' Hawkins did not provide for
all our financial needs upon this outing, as any caring S03 would
be expected to do for his underlings.
Of course, no contractor run ex is complete without the
abundance of "Gizzits" to enhance the decor of our desktops
back at work. The Team looks forward to forthcoming CWIDs as
a further stepping stone into the future of the Tri-Forces CIS
capability.
For more information about CWID visit the web site:
www.cwid.org.uk

WIDE AREA SYSTEMS (WAS)
DEFENCE INFORMATION INFRASTRUCTURE (Dll) SST
Coalition Warrior Interopera bility Demonstration (CWID)
2006 15 May - 23 June
The CWID is an annual Multi-National event, which is online
around the globe for 3 weeks each year. The UK element of this
ex is located at the Defence Science and Technology
Laboratories (DSTL), in Portsdown West.
The aim of the UK element was to enhance interoperability and
capability, through the use of networked CIS. Dll-D SST provided
a team of 4, led by W02(Supvr IS) 'Billy' Wardrope. Our role

4

WAS has had an eventful period with both General and Close
Support being provided to users on ops and exs. As well as
work there have also been a number of sociable functions and
informative days out. As the saying goes: "all work and no play ...
Ptarmigan SST has been heavily involved in a number of areas
including the development of a new Ptarmigan Help Facility due
to be implemented in the near future. The team would like to say
farewell to SSgt(FofS) Jon Clarke and family who recently
departed to continue supporting Ptarmigan in RSSST(G).
Satcom SST has had a number of tasks including the evaluation
of a new satellite terminal as well as several investigations into a
THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2007

Back in camp the remainder of the CSST were extremely busy
preparing for a possible deployment to Op TELIC in sp of 11 Sig
Bde. This news led to a free for all in the office with all members
of the CSST wanting to deploy, but there being only 3 spaces
available. Eventually our illustrious (if not short) leader made his
selection and Sgts Rob Jones, Steve Loates and Daz Preuss
began their preparations for the possible deployment. The rest of
the CSST, having missed out on a deployment, were left to pick
up the slack, so to speak, and carry on with our normal day to
day essential SST work.
With few e s available to sp, the CSST began planning and
preparing for future tasks and trials, with Sgt Si Harris doing
some sterling work in organising a lot of the planning and admin
for the pending Long Range Bearer Module trial.
It wasn 't all work for the CSST, as Sgt Gaz MacKenzie
organised a couple of outstanding days out for the Dept in order
to say farewell to 3 members of the CSST, W01(FofS) Dave
Middleton and SSgt Ian Lee, both moving on to civvy street,
having both completed 22 years valuable Colour Service. Also
Cpl Paul Bungay left on an extremely well deserved promotion
to Sgt and will be jetting straight out on Op TELIC with 20 Armd
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn. The whole of CSST wishes them well and
good luck for the future.

D-DAY HISTORICAL TRIP - JULY 2006
Day 1 started well with an introduction in to the Normandy
landings courtesy of "Saving Private Ryan" , followed up by an
overview of Operation OVERLORD presented by Maj Scott and
Sgt Andy Savage. After a short break it was off to the Corps
Museum for a tour of the D-Day section then onto the minibus for
a bite of lunch at a local establishment, followed by a guided tour
of Tarrant Rushton Airfield from Sgt Nick Tipping.
This little heard of airfield, just outside Blandford Forum, virtually
all returned to farm land in the 1980s, apart from a few aircraft
hangers and service buildings, but it played a vital role on D-Day,
landing some of the first troops into France by glider at
"Pegasus" Bridge in the early hours of the 6th June.
Day 2 continued the D-Day experience with a trip to the D-Day
Museum at Portsmouth giving a first hand insight into what the
troops faced on the first few days of the invasion, rounding off a
thoroughly absorbing and informative 2 days.

BOWMAN SST
The latest in a long line of taskings for the Bowman SST(UK) saw
Cpl Jenkins embark onboard HMS Albion in support of the Fleet
deployment on Op VELA. The following is his account of events
during his deployment.

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2007

"A quiet start to my introduction to the Navy, and my greatest
fear, SHIPS! Not being an avid seafarer, I was a bit dubious
about deploying on the largest naval ex for years, supporting the
Bowman System. After a few sleepless nights and looking rather
green, I seem to have improved and overcome my fear with the
Navy finally dipping into their budget to issue me with my sea
legs.
The ex come op, started slowly around the south coast of
England with the "daring boys in green", the naval terminology for
the Royal Marines, who were practising landing drills all over the
South Coast, culminating with a coy beach assault.
Unfortunately I was left manning the Ops Room, making sure that
the Comd Gp was able to follow the ensuing battle without any
Bowman problems. Bowman has proved to be a stable and
valuable asset to the Navy, and the Royal Marines, with a lot of
confidence in the eqpt being gained from this ex alone.
After the ex was completed, we were told that we would be
sailing out, to my joy, on the back of a hurricane. There was me
hoping that this was a naval code word for a new ship!
Fortunately, it wasn't as bad as I had expected it to be, apart
from another few trips to Sick Bay. Once this passed the
remainder of the trip was a far more enjoyable experience. A
quick trip to RFA Mounts Bay for a couple of days to help out
with initialisation of the Bowman eqpt on board, then it was a
flight back to HMS Albion.
The ocean turned blue and the dolphins appeared off the side of
the ship. This was one of the most amazing things I have ever
seen. Luckily I managed to get some great pictures on my
camera.
The visit from the Admiral and Secretary of State was an
interesting day; they were especially impressed with ComBAT and
its accurate portrayal of the platforms on the ground and at sea
with the ability to follow the icons around the screen.
Now it was just the wait for the run ashore in Las Palmas and
recovery back to 'Blighty'. Life is hard in BSST(UK) but you have
to take the rough with the smooth and 4 nights in Gran Canaria is
a small price to pay for the hardships faced out at sea."

USSO ADVENTURE TRAINING EXERCISE SNOWDON
DRAGON 14 - 24 SEPTEM BER 2006
The USSO AT was split over a 2 week period with members of
the USSO being deployed on Ex SNOWDON DRAGON, an AT ex
at Capel Curig, North Wales. The following is an account of the
first week of the ex.
Only 5 members were free to endure the wonders of Capel Curig,
arriving early evening on Thursday after a long 5 hour journey.
After deciding who wanted to do what and the issuing of the
relevant kit, the merry band headed to Betws-y-coed to sample
the local brew and also to get a phone signal. SSgt Yvonne
Jones and LCpl Ester Humby decided to have a go at rock
climbing under the safe instruction of Maj (soon to be Lt Col)
Gary Mason. It started well a brief refresher followed by 2 V-diff
climbs and of course the obligatory abseil.
"What ever you do, remember not to connect to the short end of
the rope. But don't worry I will connect you" shouted Maj
Mason . Unfortunately he forgot his own advice and connected
both of us to the short end of the rope. Being diligent women, we
noticed the error and corrected it before descending the rock
face. Shaken up a little, but pleased with the morning's climbing,
we progressed to a severe climb called Christmas Curry. Initially it
looked OK but looks are deceptive, as I found out as I got
spooked while attempting the multi-stage climb.
"Look at the views" LCpl Humby cried. "Get stuffed" was my
reply.
Maj Alex Scott embarked on several hill walks with the
enthusiastic SSgt Sean Davis and Cpl Adam Gallard . All
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enjoyed the day with Cpl Gallard turning white when climbing
close to sheer drops, but regardless the sense of achievement
was overwhelming.
Sgt Danny Cooper took SSgt John Hubbard out for a day of
canoeing but it turned out the instructor needed rescuing more
times than the student. All in all the weather was good, the
experience was wonderful and it was great to get out of the
office.
The second stage of the AT saw a change in personnel with 4
new arrivals for the trg team to have fun with. Day 1 saw
experienced climbers Lt Col Mike Rough, S01 USSO, and Cpl
Dom Tomkow put through tht:ir paces by Maj Mason while
SSgt(FofS) Austin Rodway and Sgt Nick Tipping, who had
decided upon a f?Und robin approach, tried th~ir hand at
canoeing.

After some T-Bar rescues and fighting the ever increasing wind on
the lake (it was more like sea kayaking) a break was in order.
When FofS Rodway's canoe was picked up off the shore and
flipped by the wind it was decided that enough was enough.
The next 3 days were a mixture of climbing and walking for the
most, which included FofS Rodway and Sgt Tipping having a
'Maj Mason style' crash course in climbing, from zero to 3 stage
severe in one day! The cries of "I'm not getting up there while
there is a hole in some part of my anatomy" could be heard in
Cardiff! Thankfully he was ably assisted by the Col who led for
Sgt Tipping, however Cpl Tomkow missed the fun having
decided that a day's canoeing would give him a rest from the
rock face. The assault on Snowdon, via Cribb Goch, led by Maj
(TOT) Alex Scott produced some similar calls, but all agreed
that the 4 days had been truly adventurous and had been
thoroughly enjoyed.

Blandford in May 2006. Bradley inspected the guard, directed the
Band and sorted out the White Helmets - capturing everyone's
heart in the process. Apparently, he is still doing well and

managing to go to school some of the time. He has had some
more exciting days out with the Army - obviously his enthusiasm
for 'people in green' is not waning!

ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS
COMMAND SUPPORT DIVISION THE ROYAL SCHOOL OF
SIGNALS

On reflection, it was an outstanding achievement by all that took
part in aid of a worthwhile cause and a welcome break from the
rigours of the TC 66.

HEADQUARTERS

BLANDFORD GARRISON SUPPORT UNIT
FAREWELL TO BRIG JOHN TERRINGTON

oc

Maj L Golley

COMMAND INSTRUCTION WING (CIW) - TC 66 AND
EVEREST
Course Officer
Scribe

It has become a Blandford tradition for departing
Commanders and Signal Officers-in-Chief to plant a
tree on the roundabout as you enter the Camp; and
Brig John made no exception.

Capt Kerry Cochran
2Lt Pete King

Thursday 7 December was the date set for the Mt Everest summit
bid by Troop Commanders Course 66 (TC66). The course had
decided to follow the notorious North Col route taking in some of
the harshest natural features in the world. It was hoped that they
would succeed alongside the likes of Hillary and Tenzing and that
it would all be completed by close of play.

This was the start of a full day's programme before
finally being escorted from the Camp by the Garrison
Sgt Maj, W01 Neil Jennings and Garrison troops.
At precisely 1500hrs, the Brig was collected from his
office by the GSM and piped out by the Senior Pipe
Major, W02 Rowan.

Once a White Helmet, always a White Helmet! Brig John balances on the ladder in
fine style on his way out of Blandford camp

Waiting outside were carefully chosen members of
the White Helmets complete with bikes and a ladder.
Nothing daunted, he donned his white helmet and
clambered to the top of the ladder and the pyramid
ride made its way down Mudros Road where the
troops lined the route. There were a couple of scary
moments but they held it together .... just!
The Blandford Garrison Community wish the Brig
and his wife Heather all the very best on their new
posting to Corsham, where he assumes the
appointment of Director of Operations at DCSA, and
would like to thank them for their enormous
contribution to Garrison life over the past three
years. Good luck.

A solemn moment as Brig John Terrington bades farewell to Lt Col Rab Young,
Commanding Officer HQ BGSU
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Lt Col AJ Clewlow MBE
Mr K Mather
Mr R Cooper
W02(SSM) C Jones

COMMAND TRAINING GROUP (CTG)

On Tuesday 14th November 2006 we said farewell to
Brig John Terrington, our Garrison Commander.
He arrived late in 2003 initially as Commandant of the
Defence College of CIS, and assumed the mantle of
Garrison Commander some months later.

In a former life, Brig Terrington was once Team
Captain of the Royal Signals Motorcycle Display
Team, so who better to provide a fitting end to his
tour in Blandford.

Chief Instructor
SIO
SL
DSM

As part of the extra curricular aspect of the TC 66 was to climb
the equivalent height of Mt Everest for charity. This would involve
41 ascents of the gymnasium indoor climbing wall by all 17
members of the course. Not the most conventional ascent of Mt
Everest by any stretch of the imagination, the charity event was
raising money in aid of the Psoriasis Association UK.
It started on a cold and blustery Thursday morning and after
receiving the 'real life' Mt Everest weather forecast for the day,
morale waned as they heard tales of 'blustery gale conditions'
and 'summit temperatures of -28 Celsius but it soon picked up
when our proposed summit time was only 6 hrs away.
With all members having to complete their 41 ascents, each
member of the course was keen to chip away at their tally. None
more so than the two Kuwaiti Officers, Lts Al Sharaf and Al
Ateeqi who saw the title as the 'First Kuwaitis on Mt Everest' in
their grasp. It wasn't long before Base Camp was reached and
the full beauty of the mountain lay before us. A summit bid before
sunset was a realistic prospect!

BRADLEY STEPHENS - AN UPDATE

The rest of the mountain proved to be more tricky than
anticipated; partially due to the effects of lack of oxygen at
altitude it was believed. Still, Acute Mountain Sickness aside the
first of the North Col Camps was reached at around 1400hrs, only
1048m to go. By this time the effects of the altitude combined
with fatigue began to take their toll and the rate of ascents up the
wall decreased.

We have received encouraging news from the family
of young Bradley Stephens. You may remember
that Bradley, a typically mischievous 7 year old
diagnosed with cancer at the age of 3, visited

Spurred on by the 'Sherpa' like example from our Kuwaiti
counterparts, TC 66 produced an inspired performance to reach
the remainder of the North Col Camps by 1435hrs and eventually
the somewhat blustery summit at 1446hrs.
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TC 66 AND HMS HAVOC
Scribe

2Lt Pete King

After four fast paced and action packed weeks on TC 66 getting
to know each other, especially our comrades from the Kuwait
Army Lt Rashed Al Ateeqi and Lt Abdul Al Sharaf. TC66
were up so early to go 'on exercise', that the self-proclaimed
'Funmaster General', 2Lt Timmy Hodgkins, had barely even got
to bed. Once the sun had eventually risen, it turned out to be a
bright and sunny but bitterly cold November day.
We were on our way to HMS Raleigh the Royal Navy 's premier
trg establishment in the South West to tackle HMS Havoc , the
rolling sinking ship simulator used to train the Navy's recruits.
Officially referred to as the Damage Repair Instruction Unit, HMS
Havoc is as close as it is possible to be to actually being on a
sinking ship. As a group we were mostly excited, although some
people were very nervous following the telling of some carefully
constructed horror stories about water levels reaching the ceiling
and swimming through small dark tunnels to escape.
We got our first taste of being on the water on the Torpoint ferry,
hardly any of the course even realised we had left the dock as we
were crossing the river into God's county, known more commonly
as Cornwall. As soon as we arrived we were issued boots that
were still wet from the previous crew who had been through the
day before, white all-in-one baby-grow suits and flameproof
balaclavas.
We had the obligatory safety brief and video, and moved swiftly
on so that the instructors could knock off by lunchtime, it was a
Friday after all! Our team leaders 2Lt Amy Jankewicz, 2Lt
Pete King, 2Lt Graham Lee and 2Lt Elliot Moore
'volunteered' and the teams were picked quickly.
The instructors took us on deck for a 'dry' run through where they
showed us the techniques for plugging the holes in the hull,
bulkheads and deck with wooden wedges, and bamboozled us
with terms such as "GAP dome", "Gunter baton", and "proud
shoring"!
It was during this briefing, as they described how the ship would
pitch and roll and fill with cold water that 2Lt Jankiewicz turned
a lovely shade of green, but she went on to put in a great
performance when the water was turned on.
It was then time to have a 'wet' run with, the final pieces of kit
helmets, head torches and 21b metal hammers tucked into our
belts. The ship started to pitch and ro!I. Missile release was
broadcast over the ship's loudspeaker system.
As we 'braced for impact', the lights went out, the comdors filled
with smoke and pipes burst, covering us from the first moment in
high pressure freezing cold water. Then it was time to get 'all
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hands to action stations' and go down below through a hatch
and get to work.

of water that had been pumped in over the 30 mins was emptied
in less than 2 and made ready for the next teams.

2Lt King directed on the messing deck and 2Lt Moore took
control in the engine room. Even working as quickly as we could,
the water was soon above waist height and with the vessel rolling
side to side it was knee deep one moment and head high the
next. Working underwater became the order of the day for some
team members, which was not fun in the unheated water. 2Lt
Sam Rice lost his powers of speech as cold water level made its
way up his legs, being two of the shortest officers in NATO meant
he and 2Lt Moore felt the cold i'1 some more sensitive areas
before the rest of us!

When the second groups took their places, the first teams
decided not to get warm and dry but took the opportunity to
shiver and watch the action from the observation points and
critically DS the performance.

Despite being specifically told to hang the bags oi wedges out of
the water we found it was much easier to let the wedges float
around so that there was always a wedge available when needed
wherever we were working. It soon became clear that it was no
easy task to complete the plugging of the holes, 2Lt Ali
Macdonald got wedged in a bunk by the force of the waves
while tackling a one of the punctures and 2Lt Matt Tremelling
found himself jammed inside a locker fighting through a surge of
water bravely hammering the wedges in.
After what seemed like only 10 mins of furious work that in reality
was half an hour, it was all over. On the messing deck we had
succeeded in stopping the flow, but in the engine room the team
were forced to evacuate the chamber as the DS decided to up
the flow. 2Lt Chris Gosling, watching through an observation
window could hardly believe it when he saw 2Lt Moore swim
past him at eye level. When both teams had finished, the 40 tons

We witnessed Lt Tom Prentice hit his own finger with a 21b
metal hammer twice before realising, also we saw 2Lt Suzie
Wallis innocently walk in front of a burst pipe and get knocked
over by the force of the jet of water, thankfully no serious injuries
were sustained. All 4 teams wasted precious mins dodging
wedges as the water pressure forced them back out of the holes
and swinging hammers blindly in the general direction of the leak
as the water obscured our view of the target.
All members of TC66 experienced HMS Havoc including course
officer Capt Kerry Cochran who at one point demonstrated
great situational awareness to the course when after losing her
helmet, she insisted that the stray helmet floating in the water did
not belong to her.
The only character missing was 2Lt Tom Turtle who was as
usual at the dentist. When all 4 teams had been through and
began to warm up we started to feel the bumps and bruises
sustained by hammering on our fingers and thumbs or being
thrown against the metalwork by the weight of the water.
Scraped shins from the rim of the hatch known as 'Hatch Rash '
were also a painful reminder of our labours.

ARMY TRAINING REGIMENT LICHFIELD
ARMY

oc
SSM

Maj N Shenow
W02(SSM) A Finn

The Regt is entering into a busy time with the announcement of
the proposed movement of Phase 1 trg to ATR Pirbright. Still
despite the numerous versions of a drawdown plan that will
emerge in the coming months, it remains work as usual. The
provision of the Common Military Syllabus for Recruits (CMS(R)),
beginning their career in the Corps remains the highest priority.
Trg teams throughout the Regt are composed of cap badges
other than Royal Signals and RE. Most notable is the PARA
contingent that has a longstanding commitment to recru it trg.

SOinC(A)'s PD 19 - SELECTION FOR EMPLOYMENT IN
TRAINING ORGANISATIONS
The first Royal Signals Instructor Selection Board took place in
Blandford in early October. Nearly 40 potential instructors
attended 4 days of tasks to assess their suitability as instructors
at the ATRs, AFC Harrogate and 11 Sig Regt.
The week consisted of comd tasks, interviews, teaching
practices, problem solving and presentations. If you would like to
serve in a either the trade or mil trg environment then you must
complete and submit the form in SOinC(A)'s PD 19 with a
recommendation from your OC. There are broadly 3 types of
instructor employment.

PHASE 1 - MILITARY TRAINING (AFC HARROGATE AND
ATRs)
ATRs and in particular AFC Harrogate require a high level of mil
skills. Ideally you should be a substantive Cpl with 1 tour in that
rank. LCpls who have been selected for promotion and have
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been identified as Outstanding may be considered. You will need
to be qualified in the following before starting your post:
Other Arms Skill at Arms DIT At least 1 other mil qualification (e.g.
CBRN, Drill Instructor, BCDT, Recognition) and ideally more.

PHASE 2 - MILITARY TRAINING INSTRUCTOR
Phase 2 mil trg instructors are employed at Blandford. You will be
required to strike a balance between mil trg and a demanding
admin burden. Additional mil trg qualifications are desirable but
not essential.

PHASE 2 - TRADE TRAINING INSTRUCTOR
You will need to have reaches at least Class 1 in trade with a
minimum of a B grade with a recommendation to fi ll a trade trg
instructor's appointment on your Class 1 report. Ideally you
should have served at least 1 tour after your Class 1 qualification.

THE BENEFITS OF WORKING IN A TRAINING
ENVIRONMENT
Highly rewarding work, despite long hours. An opportunity for
those on the RD roster to gain and use some good mil trg
qualifications. In recognition of the demanding work instructors
at ATRs and AFC{H) are given favourable grading on promotion
boards.
It will be increasingly unusual for personnel to be selected for
SSM and RSM appointments if they have not completed a tour at
a trg establishment.
Employment at an ATR or AFC(H) is a prerequisite for selection to
attend the RMAS Instructor's Cadre.
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MAKING THE JUMP TO TEACHING SCALIES

C (TRAINING) SQUADRON

- by Cpl Williams PARA

oc
It was an eye opener to be posted to ATR(L) and have the chance
to work with members of the Royal Signals, especially female
Sect Comds. It is the first time in my career that I have had the
opportunity to work closely with females and I have had to adapt
quickly to this. This was one of many challenges I faced. It has
been particularly interesting finding out the differences between
how the Corps and my Bn operate and administer themselves.
With 10 years of service with the Para Regt, I found that I had
much to offer to the basic trg environment. Having first hand op
experience of fieldcraft and the combat skills that are taught, I felt
confident to advise and instruct those around me. I have also had
the chance to learn more about what the Royal Signals is all
about and the different trades open to the recruits, something
that I knew little about before arriving at the ATR.
Despite basic trg here differing from that at ITC Catterick, I feel
the recruits benefit from having Inf cap-badged sect comds to
offer an alternative perspective to trg. However, regardless of the
recruits' cap badge you still feel an immense pride in passing out
those you have trained and hope that they will have promising
careers ahead due to the trg you have given them.

TOWNSEND TROOP PASS OUT PARADE - by Capt IJ Scaife
Despite having an experienced trg team (some of whom had
already completed 9 CMS(R)s) there was still the inevitable
organised chaos to ensure everything was prepped to run
smoothly prior to parade. I have never been on a recruit Pass
Out parade and despite having being involved in a larger, more
complex parade when I was commissioned, it was no less nerve
racking. I realised during rehearsals that I needed remedial drill
practice to come out unscathed.
Prior to parade there were demonstrations for the guests
illustrating some of the skills the recruits have learnt during their
time at the Regt, including basic fieldcraft, sect battle drills and
PT. The parade itself was led by OC 1 Trg Sqn, Maj N Shenow
with his lovely assistant W02(SSM) Al Finn, as it was a double
intake with another Tp. Townsend Tp was honoured to have Mr
M Townsend DCM watching the parade. Mr Townsend
received the Distinguished Conduct Medal for gallantry and mil
ability while serving in Dhofar.
In accordance with strict military procedure, the parade began at
1200hrs with the band playing both Tps onto the parade square.
It was my fi rst parade as a Tp Comd and although I hope it won't
be my last, I certainly won't forget the sight of over 300 fam ily
and friends of the recruits looking on . Of course there was the
usual waving, picture taking and parents desperately trying to
stifle young children asking where his brother was, but all credit
to the recru its none of them waved back or fell out of step on
podium march past.
It was then onto Chapel and some last minute 'niff naff and trivia'
that had to be completed before the recruits met up with their
guests at the NMFI and had a well deserved drink and had mum
embarrass them by saying how smart they looked in their
uniform . It was a good opportunity to speak with the families and
friends of the recruits and get an understanding of how they
understand what the recruits have been going through over the
past 14 weeks and answer any questions they may have about
the recruits ' performance.
Once the last sausage role had been eaten and the last pint had
been drunk, the recruits were on their way to take some leave
prior to beginning their Phase 2 trg at Blandford.
This was the last parade for Cpl Jon Carey (some might say
about time), who will be moving on to to take his Potential Officer
Development course and then on to the Regular Commissions
Board. We wish him the best of luck with selection for officer trg.
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SSM

Maj V McNaught
W0 2(SSM) Topps

HELICOPTER UNDERWATER ESCAPE TRAINING UNIT
(HUETU) - by Capt Nick Anderson RE
A mixed feeling of both excitement and nerves filled the minibus
on the surprisingly short route down from Lichfield to Yeovilton.
Those in the Regt that had already experienced the 'Helidunker'
reflected a similarly mixed feeling. There were a few who
described it as a lot of fun but most told an altogether different
story.
Twelve members of the permanent staff from ATR(L) made the
journey to RNAS to receive trg on how to escape form a
submerged aircraft. The aim of the course is to build the
confidence of those taking part in their individual ability to escape
quickly and safely when employing the correct drills.
Once dressed in our flight gear we were ready to commence the
staged trg. The aim is about building confidence, not just
throwing you in and seeing how long you panic for before you get
it right. First group up and the Top Gun quotes, inspired by our
pilot fatig ues, had been replaced by nervous laughter and a
sweepstake on the first to flap. Being the one who'd arranged
this trg I felt it only right I volunteer to go first.
We had a short wait on the side before it was our turn to jump
int o the pool and climb into the simulator. This is a large pod-like
structure that in our case simulated the seating arrangement of a
Lynx. Once in, we strapped into our seats and were raised out of
the water. Whilst suspended over the pool by the large boom
above, we were given a confi rmatory brief on who was to operate
what, put what hand where at which stage of the 'crash'. "Run 1,
stand by!" was shouted by the attendant. Shortly after this came
the command "Brace!" On entry into the water, the attendant
gave the command "Orientate!" Orientation hand to window and
other hand to harness release, we prepared to take our last big
breath prior to submerging. Window operated and punched
through and we exited in order, surprisingly calmly and in a
disciplined fash ion.
Second time around there would be no pause for the orientation
manoeuvre. We hit the water and orientated but this time we
submerged a lot quicker and almost immediately the simulator
began to tumble. Once the simulated violent motion had
finished, the second wave of violent motion began. Slightly
disorientated and a little shorter of breath everyone was a lot
keener to exit quickly and not necessarily in a disciplined fashion.
"Bracel" We were off again only this time the light had been
dimmed to twilight. No word of comd from the attendant to
brace meant some began to do John Travolta impersonations
until they got their hands in the correct locations. A lot more
disorientated and a lot shorter of breath having mistimed inhaling
and it felt like an age before the Number 1 beside me had
released the window. At last it was my turn to exit but the man
above had clearly miss-heard the instruction not to kick to the
surface and I caught a size 9 to the chin.
The second group managed most serials without incident,
although during the 3rd run, Cpl Turnbull, the Number 1 man
decided a pregnant pause was in order before releasing the
window. Cpl Lomax, the Number 3 didn't quite agree and the
firm push to pop the window evolved into him booting it out.
Being Number 1 out of the door does tend to make you more
casual, much to the displeasure of the 3rd man.
After 9 serials we'd all been through and before leaving the facility
everyone received a course certificate to be put in to their P File
and used as reason not to have to volunteer again. The trg did in
fact meet the aim. Everyone clearly enjoyed the day though I am
sure there will still be a fair amount of scare mongeri ng for the
next subjects.
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1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
co

Lt Col CSK Paterson
W01 (RSM) McGachy

RSM

It has been another very busy period for the Regt and with Div
exs and the onset of Bowman, many people have found
themselves away for long periods. As ever though, the fun has
continued with a very successful Bonfire night, lnter-Sqn
Volleyball and Boxing Competitions and of course the seemingly
endless Christmas festivities.
We are now looking forward to the New Year and the challenges
posed by Bowman conversion, JPA and op tours. Initial
indications are that it is going to be a busy one!

201 SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj L Keily
W02(SSM) B Sheard

LS&GC MEDAL PRESENTATION - by SSgt(FofS) Stevenson
On 31 October, the LS&GC Medal was presented to 6 members
of the Regt, in the WOs' and Sgts' Mess, by Maj Gen G Binns
CBE DSO MC.
The recipients were:
W02(Supvr IS) Nicky Coombs, who used to be a DTG
by trade and has represented the Army in Biathlon as well
as her Regt in Cross Country.
SSgt(FofS) Lynn Stevenson BSc (Hons)
(Telecommunications Systems Engineeri ng) who just likes
working, collecting medals and lunching with Tony Blair.

you for such exemplary service. He said "We make incredible
demands upon a solider, and it takes a special person to show
this level of commitment. This is a real and significant
achievement and I offer my heartfelt congratulations to these
recipients." He added that he was delighted to be at the event,
and to have an opportunity to meet his Sig Regt so early in his
tour. He felt there was a great deal of enthusiasm from the people
he had spoken to and for that attitude he was grateful.

OFFICERS MESS - OKTOBERFEST 2006
- by 2Lt Rachel Clayton
This year's Oktoberfest had high expectations to live up to,
especially after the extravaganza witnessed in 2005. But as the
Mess started to fill , it certainly began to look promising. The night
was to provide a rare occasion for all the livers-in and the liversout to enjoy a social event, whilst simultaneously attempting to
settle the Sig Regt us. Div Staff rivalry! It also provided the
opportunity for people to wear lederhosen! On arrival, a stein of
local beer (or in some cases Gin and Tonic) was thrust into the
hands of all attendees as the 'Oom-pah' band swung into full
musical fury.
The atmosphere was instantly lively and began to show early
signs that this would be an evening to remember. Whilst some
were adhering to the traditional Bavarian theme of dress others
particular mention must be made of Lt Gardner, made ~ore '
anomalous attempts. Lt Gardner endeavoured to make a
squash racket and an afro wig look German, though it was never
confirmed whether he had succeeded. Alas, after his 23rd stein,
when he no longer had the wig and really was just bare-chested
in dodgy leggings, it's debatable whether he was dressed for
Oktoberfest or one of his normal nights out.

Sgt Steven Cooper BSc (Hons) (Computer Science), who
re-traded from Telecomms Tech REME to IS OP where he
graduated top of his class and was awarded The Royal
Corps of Signals Apprentice Medal 2005.

Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt. He has travelled the world both
with work and his skills with a canoe. He remembers his
time in Catterick fondly where as part of 'Battleaxe' Tp his
Tp Sgt was Barry Spiers now Maj Barry Spiers, 21C of
the Regt.
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212 SIGNAL SQUADRON

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON

QC
SSM

Maj J Gray
W02(SSM) McGuckien

Capt Lyndsey Griffiths, Lt Tom Gardner; 2Lt Hannah McDonald
and the PMC, Maj Gareth Oliver celebrate in style

With t~e intense efficiency of the Mess staff nobody was left for
long with an empty stein and after a wonderfully German-style
dinner, the dance floor was soon thriving. The DJ was doing his
best to destroy the vibe with somewhat melancholy music but
after the 'Lighthouse Family's Greatest Hits' had been safely
removed from his possession by 2Lt McDonald and Lt
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OC
SSM

Maj GJ Oliver
W02{SSM) D Churchward

VISIT OF MR MICHAEL HARVEY TO THE REGIMENT
- by Lt G Hood

SQUADRON CULTURAL VISIT DAY
- by Sig Dean Turnbull

The visit of a National Serviceman is always special as you can
learn so much from their stories and experiences. However, the
arrival of Mr Michael Harvey was extra special as he arrived to
attend the Remembrance Day parade held at Hammersmith
Barracks Gymnasium. The service itself was hosted by Padre
Mark Christian who made a very important point in his sermon,
that we should remember those who have fallen in past conflicts
but also those who have died more recently.

On a typically German November morning, (overcast and cold),
211 Sqn stood huddled. Not at the garages as per every other
day, but waiting for the mini-buses to arrive. We were off on a day
out. First port of call was to be the Tank Museum in Munster and
then after a tasty lunch (which was scrapped in favour of some
Army Death-Packs); we were going to get a guided tour of the
concentration camp memorial at Bergen Belsen.

This was an excellent way to bring it home to the younger
soldiers that Remembrance Day was for both the older and
younger generations to remember their fallen comrades. I hosted
Mr Harvey and his son Christopher for the day and escorted
them to Harewood Barracks where Mr Harvey had served as a
Signalman 52 years ago.

Munster Tank Museum proved to be quite an interesting affair,
with all kinds of tanks, in all shapes and sizes, with some of the
craziest paint schemes I've ever seen.

It was fascinating to hear him talk about how the barracks used
to be and compare photographs he had brought with him of the
eqpt that he used to work on - which incidentally is not that
different from what we use today!
He was entertained in the Officers' Mess with a curry lunch and
given the chance to talk about the "good old days" with the
Welfare Officer, Capt Daz Sheerin. Photographs were taken,
stories were told, and most importantly, an old signalman
returned to the UK having relived his happy memories of the
Corps.

EXERCISE RHINO CHARGE 11 • 17 NOVEMBER
- by Lt Laura Champion
Ex RHINO CHARGE based within Poland, was a Div level ex
designed to test the staff within 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ and the
Bdes. The ex was run around a battle simulation programme,
with 4 Armd Bde, 20 Armd Bde and 1st Danish Bde out on the
trg area.

The ex began with a 33 hr road move from Herford, which was
epic to say the least! The Div Main build had already been put up
by Polish contractors along with a cookhouse, so the first few
days were heavily dominated by tent canvases and sandbags;
specifically, 56 12x12s, 20 18x24s and approx 2500 sandbags!
100% effort was put in by all involved and despite regular bouts
of torrential rain, morale remained high, a big thank you to the
Salvation Army NAAFI!

Sgt Shawn Marriot , is currently the Provost Sgt at 1 (UK)

After these awards were presented, Maj Gen Binns spoke briefly
about how pleasurable it was to have an opportunity to say thank

by the barbed wire defence surrounding the complex, and the
GOC and his staff were able to maintain comms with Bdes
throughout the ex - all in all, a good effort all round.

One of the main roles within the ex for the Regt was the provision
of Ptarmigan to the main HQs build, the maint of this Ptarmigan
network as the Bdes moved around the area and responsibility
for the life sp of the HQ complex. 212 Sqn was to provide the
Ptarmigan link into the Div Main HQ, provide manpower in the HQ
and the Main HQ site itself.

Sgt Neil 'lbbo' lbinson who joined the Army straight from
school, was sent to the AAC Harrogate. A Driver Lineman,
Sgt lbinson has driven all over the world and is an
enthusiastic football player.

Cpl John McCone, who is currently an AS Op but wishes
to go over to 'Cones-ville at IS Troop'. Despite spending
the first 8 years of his career in Germany he is back again
as part of 201 Sig Sqn. A skilled Martial Artist he has
mastered several disciplines to compete at both Regtl and
UKSC (G) level.

Macintyre, the joviality continued . As the evening reluctantly
became next morning everyone was in agreement that the 2006
Oktoberfest had definitely lived up to expectations.

The role of the Sqn during the ex was to maint the Ptarmigan link
to the HQ and LOCON build, and sp the Div Staff within the Main
HQ. This included changes to the layout, tech sp running of
conference calls in accordance with the battle rhythm, and life sp
of the complex as a whole. Although there was the occasional
Ptarmigan glitch during the course of the ex, these were quickly
fixed and Bowman was able to provide comms in the interim.
In conclusion the forecasted snow never arrived, the local Polish
were sufficiently dissuaded from relocating any of our belongings
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W02 Churchward and Maj Oliver pose in front of
yet another tank!

The majority were Panzers, and although the history of them, on
boards all over the museum, was in German, you got the gist of
what it said from the black and white photos. The tank specs, on
plinths in front of the vehicles, had the English translations next to
the German. But 105mm, and 7.62 kind of means the same in
any language!
The museum also had a couple of halls, with a fascinating
collection of German uniforms, medals, insignia, and wpns,
including a rifle I recognised firing earlier this year, the Mauser
7.92mm. It sounds like a cannon, and it will break your shoulder!
After lunch, we set off for Bergen Belsen. This proved to be a
somewhat sobering experience. The tour guide certainly knew his
stuff, and for 3 hours, he explained all about the camp, what it
was initially meant to be used for, and what it ended up being.
There was a gallery in the main foyer, with harrowing pictures of
the suffering the people endured there. Big, blown up photos,
depicting their terrible plight - malnutrition and disease were the
main reason so many died there. In a camp designed to house
10,000, ultimately over 100,000 people were placed there, in the
squalid conditions. It was easy to see why so many lost their
lives.
Our guide showed us the old train platforms, just down the road
from the camp, where the prisoners were brought in, and made to
run in the freezing cold, after being crammed into the tiny
carriages for days on end. All in all. a very uncomfortable
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That evening saw us continue MATI 5 trg
with a night nav course. No-one on foot
had any problems with the course
although a Land Rover did mange to get
lost on the tank tracks. Not so much lost,
more .... stuck - thank goodness for
43's!
After the night nav, the Sqn bashered up
in the woods to get used to living out
again. Some interesting variants of
ponchos were erected and it would
certainly have been worth watching had it
rained or if the wind had actually got
above 2 kph. Still, that 's why we were
there, to learn and refresh our basic
skills.
The following morning saw the main
event. While the re-takes of the APWT
took place, the remainder were split into
sects and briefed accordingly. The Sqn
then proceeded to brass the entire area
to their fronts from their fire trenches as
the targets just kept coming and coming .
The Squadron view a model of the trains used to transport prisoners to Bergen Be/sen
There were plenty of excited faces as
they let rip with the GPMG from the
afternoon, but you can't really dress up the Holocaust. It was
cupola. None more so than SSM
what it was. The oppression and suffering of those poor people,
Churchward who was heard to say "There isn't much better in
the racism, and hatred - the story needs to be told to every
life than this" - strange man.
generation, lest we forget.

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON RANGE PACKAGE
- by SSgt Giddens

INTER-SQUADRON VOLLEYBALL COMPETITION
- by Cpl Jobson

On 25 October the Sqn deployed to Sennelager for a 2 day range
package in order to conduct any outstanding APWTs and then
progress onto a sect in defence range supported by GPMG fire
(both dismounted and from the armour).

After a gruelling selection process, the teams for 211 Sig Sqn
were chosen for the Regtl lnter-Sqn Volleyball Competition. Two
teams were selected, 211 A and B. As the teams were being
called, the tension was high and sighs of relief were heard
throughout the gym as the words "you made the team" were
cried!

After a few teething problems, both of the AFVs arrived at the
range, and the SSM started conducting the APWTs - with the
usual classic excuses doing the rounds such as, 'I can't see
properly through a SUSAT' and 'I've always found it easier with
an iron sight', which was a bit strange seeing as the usual range
weather had deserted us and it was almost shorts and flip-flop
order.

The weekend passed quickly and Monday morning was upon us
- the teams met up at the gym to kick off the days "Top Gun
style" activities. First up was the 211 B team lead on by Cpl
Andy Hill. With an up and down scoring match Cpl Matt
Jobson slammed a perfect shot bringing home our first win.

3rd (UN TED KINGDOM} DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col AG Hill
W01 Wakeling

This has been another busy period for the Regt, most notably
with 202 Sig Sqn now deployed as the Balkans Sig Sqn. We get
206 Sig Sqn back in January 2007; just in time to help gather the
tumble weed that is currently blowing around camp.

MULTI-NATIONAL INTEGRATED SIGNALS UNIT

oc
SSM

Maj Lee Hawkes
W02 Tim Bishop

.__....- ............._ _ __......,'-_...__ _~~"---"'-~-=-----__J

LCpl Williams 'gets some' on the GPMG
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Overall, the Sqn came 2nd in the
competition and 211 have already
set up a boot camp ready for the
competition next year.
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206 SIGNAL SQUADRON
It has been another eventful month for Baghdad Sig Tp, with a
number of promotions, Camel races and a highly successful
charity auction. Most importantly, congratulations go to LCpls
Jodie Blair, Ben Dandy and 'Ned' Kelly, who were successful
on the Sig to LCpl grading board and to LCpl Bibby on his
recent promotion.

Elements of HQ and 202 (Armd) Sig Sqn recently deployed to the
Balkans as part of Op OCULUS. The deployment was bolstered
by a handful of thrill seekers from other Regts, including 2 and 30
Sig Regts, and 243 Sig Sqn.
The majority of the Sqn are based at the delightful Banja Luka
Metal Factory (BLMF), and about a third in Pristina. Two lucky
individuals, LCpl Steven Warren and Cpl Ben Golding-Smith,
fou nd themselves posted to the Aiya Napa of the Balkans,
Sarajevo, where tpt is laid on from Camp for nightly forays into
town!
Four Ops from 202 Sqn are employed within the DAGGER Cell.
The team is headed by Sgt Ward (243 Sqn) and is operated by
LCpl "T" Saruwaka, Sigs Emma Silsby, Greg Heaney and
Matt Vine. DAGGER is a rapid deployment SATCOM veh that
provides a secure comms link between troops on the ground and
BLM F HQ. Comds on the ground can utilise secure telephones
and laptops on the CRISIS secure network. Sigs Emma Bilsby
and Greg Heaney are currently using it to support 3 Coy, 1
Welsh Guards at Manjaca Ranges.

This soon ended when after a
further 3 games Bravo was out of
the competition and it was up to
the A team to take over. The A
team efforts paid off, they were
soon winning games all over the
shop and ended up making their
way to the final against 201 Sig
Sqn - what a game! The whole
Regt turned out to watch this clash
of the Titans.
With the mighty 211 not fazed by
the reputation of the opposition,
the score board was up and down
and anger was seen on the faces
of 201. Half time was called, the
ends were changed and neck and
neck the teams battled it out.
Another hard working half was
played but team Alpha just
couldn't pull it off and the cup was
taken by 201 Sig Sqn.

W02(SSM) 'Bish' Bishop and W02(FofS) Steve Colbeck.
These 2 die-hards completed the run successfully dressed as the
"118-118" lads in a respectable time and won an award for the
best fancy dress entrants.

Lt Gen Lamb promoting LCpl Bibby during a recent visit to the
Old State Building in Basra City

Whilst deployed, the Sqn is attempting to raise money for 2
charities, Cancer Research UK and the Medical Aid for Iraqi
Children (MAIC). In October, we held a Camel Racing night at the
Baghdad Sp Unit, run and organised by Sgt Tony Gallagher. A
great deal of effort went into the night, including Sgt Gallagher,
Cpls 'Pav' Pavit and 'Gibbo' Gibson dressing up in traditional
dress, going all out with the whole dishdash and shemagh outfit.
The punters seemed to enjoy it and were not shy, putting their
hands in their pockets and helping to raise over $1500. All in all,
it was a very successful night.

The Dagger Det Dolls

On 28 October, soldiers from all depts at BLMF took part in a half
marathon that was run in aid of Children in Need. The tough
terrain around BLMF proved both challenging and scenic. Some
competitors had the added bonus of riding the route on bicycles,
but this was not the case for the hardened 202 Sqn veterans,
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The Quiz held every Thursday attracts a lot of visitors from all
over the International Zone (IZ). With this in mind, we decided
that we would hold the Charity Auction in conjunction with a quiz.
The Tp wrote off to a lot of different companies explaining that we
were raising money for charity over here in Baghdad, with several
generous companies kindly donating all sorts of items.
They ranged from signed rugby shirts to days out in luxurious
health spas. The biggest earner was the signed Newport Gwent
Dragons rugby shirt, which went for a massive $450. Towards
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the end of the tour, we are going to hold another auction with the
star item being a week's stay in a Spanish villa, kindly donated by
Sig Jim Allen's mother.
Despite having been in theatre for a little over 4 months, morale
remains high and all are looking forward to returning to Bulford in
the New Year.

early start accompanied by high winds and roug h seas (1 OOft
waves according to Sig Gav Nicholls) meant that it took a while
for people to become confident that the boat was 'keeling' and
not 'sinking'.
The waves also brought sea sickness and LCpl Tideswell
promptly threw up into the wind with the inevitable
consequences. Wednesday took us on the long sail to Poole, as
the wind had dropped allowing the crew to take turns to helm
and trim the sails. That evening the 21C, Maj Andy Knott visited
the boats for dinner, giving some crew members all the excuse
they needed for Halloween fancy dress. To most it seemed more
like a Freddie Mercury Tribute night.
Day 4 saw the boats in competition for the first through the
Needles with Zidona emerging victorious. Once back in the
Solent each boat conducted individual trg and everyone met for
dinner in Cowes. This only left a final day of sailing and boat
cleaning; finished off with a final meal in Gunwarf Quays followed
by numerous bars and finally dancing! The week was a great
success and enjoyed by all - even the cold and sea-sick.

The Pirates of Portsmouth
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VISIT TO SUNDERLAND

222 SIGNAL SQUADRON • EXERCISE TWIN PEAKS
A 6 hr journey (Sgt 'Smudge' Smith was navigating) from
Bulford brought us to Capel Curig Trg Camp. After a quick
scramble for the best rooms we were all getting changed into our
sports gear to play football . Scoff at 1800hrs and an early night
meant everyone was up in the morning nice and rosy for the trek
ahead.

The soldiers m~de the long trip to the northeast of England to take part in fund raising and to pay their
respects to the fallen at a Remembrance Day parade. They also
provided an honour guard at the tunnel at Sunderland's Stadium
of Light as the players stepped on to the pitch for their home
clash against Southampton.

The 'honour guard' st the Stadium of Light

Sunderland supporter, Sgt John Stephenson was delighted
with the fund raising result, but not so with the final score on the
pitch which saw Southampton snatch a last minute equaliser in a
1-1 draw.
"About half the lads in the Sqn come from the north and several
are from the northeast," he said. "Some are Newcastle fans so a
visit to their deadliest rivals was not easy for them. But we all had
a great time."
The soldiers joined members of Castledown RBL in making a
collection before the game. "A group of our lads managed to get

into the executive boxes and some of the supporters there made
donations of £50 notes. People were very generous. The
collection boxes were full. The football club treated us really well.
We had our own changing room with food and drinks and the
Chairman, Niall Quinn came down to meet each one of us."
During the rest of the weekend the soldiers took part in 2 parades
and socialised with local members of the Legion.
"In the northeast they are not as used to seeing soldiers on the
streets as they would be in the south. It reminded the hundreds
of people who turned out to watch the Remembrance Parades
that we were paying our respects not only to those who gave
their lives in the First and Second World Wars, but all the conflicts
including present ops.
This was further brought home to them when we laid a wreath at
the request of the family of Cpl Paul Long, one of the 6 Royal
Military Policemen killed at Al Majar Al Kabir in June 2003."

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
The Troop on top

co
RSM

Day 1 on the hills was to be an 'assault' on the Mountain of
Snowdon/Yr Wddfa. The Tp split into 4 groups. The route started
at Pen-y-pass at around 360m above sea level. The planned
route snaked along the Pyg track, west of Pen-y-pass for about
5km. The route was relatively easy underfoot for the first 500m,
then it got a bit steeper. At 700m the visibility was poor due to
the dense cloud and fog ; Snowdonia is prone to rapidly changing
weather fronts. We relied largely on the accuracy of our maps for
an idea of how far we were from the summit. When we reached
the top, visibility was zero apart from the occasional gap in the
clouds which provided some fantastic photo opportunities,
1085m above sea level. One hr later and the last group were in
with Cpl Jordan looking less than happy and bringing up the
rear. After a quick horror bag picnic, we began the descent. One
group took the same route back. The rest went along the ridge to
the south east. Once we left the summit the clouds cleared and
the visibility was awesome and remained like that for the
remainder of the day.

Freddie Mercury and Friends

The remainder of the trek was a fast paced
ex in route selection in an area of tiring
climbs and treacherous descents, which
spanned the Glyders and Devil's Kitchen.
That night the Tp said goodbye to a great (in
an average sort of way) OC, Lt Chris
Moody, and celebrated a successful AT
exped.

Twenty one soldiers from the Sqn raised
almost £1,000 in just 45 mins for the Royal
British Legion (RBL) thanks to the generosity
of Sunderland football fans.

EXERCISE GYBE DRAGON
It was a cold November morning and Mons
Tp paraded, eager for their week's sailing at
JSASTC, Gosport. On arrival they took over
their respective homes for the week and,
after the inevitable fights over the top
bunks, everyone attended a safety brief on
actions on the boat sinking and headed to
bed. The first day involved basic sail trg,
learning how to tack and gybe and 'man
overboard' drills. Yacht Zidona then made a
fi ne start sailing into the path of an
oncoming ferry. Crisis averted, the first port
of call was Port Solent which hosted the
celebration of Sig 'DC' Washington's
birthday.
This led to a few sore heads the next
morning, especially DC, who had slept on
the deck in the freezing cold! Day 2 and an

up the most challenging route many of us
had ever attempted. The route was riddled
with false peaks and mountain goats. In
spite of all this the majority of the Tp
managed the climb with LCpl Ault and Slgs
Sutton and Thom providing security for the
minibuses below.

Day 2 and we were at the bottom of Tryfan. We were greeted by
a foreboding wall of rock with a steep stairway carved into the
cliff face. After a climb of 915m, we had crawled and struggled
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Lt Col AR Blackwell
W01 (RSM) T J Lappin

The last 2 months have seen the Regt continue ops in
Afghanistan while also managing an active programme back in
our Germany home.
Those from the Regt who deployed earlier in 2006 are now back
off their POTL and beginning to reconstitute the Regt ready for
further commitments in 2007.
The Regt is deployed across Afghanistan (and indeed further
afield) in a wide range of roles.
These notes offer a snapshot of what soldiers in the Regt are
doing, in their own words. 229 Sig Sqn provide wide area
comms primarily across southern Afghanistan and have been
heavily involved in the move of 3 Cdo Bde's HQ from Kandahar to
Lashkar Gah.
HQ Sqn provide much of the Kabul Support Unit and a significant
proportion of Force Protection (FP) troops patrolling Kabul. 232
Sig Sqn have reinforced 229 Sig Sqn and their Tac Tp has been
critical for the large HQ move written about below.
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Finally, 231 Sig Sqn have now returned from their POTL having
· already completed their 6 months in Afghanistan.

229 (BERLIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON - OP HERRICK CLOSE
SUPPORT SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj MRA Thompson R Aus Signals
W02 (SSM) D Whitworth

The Sqn is now halfway into its tour of Afghanistan and yet the
tempo has not decreased. 229, in the guise of the Op HERRICK
Cl Sp Sig Sqn, has been busy with a number of large projects, as
well as maintaining comms in the fluid situation which is
symptomatic of Helmand Province.
Highlights of the past few months have been the Sqn
management of the HQ UKTF move to Lashkar Gah, the constant
CIS development within Camp Bastion and the successful
expansion of FOB Price comms to complement the ops in
Gereshk.
It has been demanding, but we are seeing results and morale in
the Sqn remains high.
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The searing heat of autumn has given way to rain, biting cold at
night and for our Tp in Kabul - snow!

BASTION SIGNAL TROOP

oc
SSgt

Lt T Kelly
SSgt S Miners

CAMP BASTION - by Sgt Chacksfield
Bastion has continued to swell with pers to sp the UK main effort.
Not only has this put a strain on the less than comfortable living
conditions but it has meant the boys and girls of 7 Sig Regt have
really had to earn their pay. The lack of supplies entering the
camp has meant that OAP is a regular choice for an evening
meal. We are in the middle of planning sp to 1 Air Control
Centre from the RAF in order to disseminate the Common Air
Picture of the Helmand and Kandahar provinces which will greatly
aid the force's situational awareness. This is the latest of the new
builds that the Tp at Bastion has undertaken during the constant
expansion.
Not all of the troops manage to live in the relative luxury of
Bastion. Some of our soldiers have volunteered to run the Ops
Room at the Combat Out Post (COP) Robinson. Sgt 'Chax'
Chacksfield, Cpl Gurung , LCpl Barelli, Sig Williams and Sig
Butcher have all opted to undertake life on the edge.
COP Robinson is situated within the Sangin Valley and offers a
good fire sp position for the 105mm guns covering the other
platoon houses further down the valley. The camp itself is small,
undermanned and contacted regularly with mortar, RPG and
small arms fire. It has the motto "Incoming rounds have right of
way".
It is here that 229 Sig Sqn provides a permanent det on an 8
week turnaround roster. The det provides Secure HF, op level
data and phones to the Operational Mentoring and Liaison Teams
(OMLTs) and guns. After ringing the current det of Cpl Gurung
and Sig Williams, I decided they needed a visit and considered
myself the best person for the job. I booked myself on the next
available helicopter and was inserted 40 mins after leaving
Bastion. The insertion took no more than 20 secs leaving a back

draft of hot sand as it disappeared with its Apache escort. As
the dust settled, I saw the COP for the first time. It is a well
fortified but basic camp. Due to the shortage of man power, I was
shown the Sangars and told I was stagging on that night. Cpl
Gurung showed me around the det and made me pull up a sand
bag as he was eager to tell me his war stories. After warning me
to expect incoming within the next 24 hours it was time for him to
sleep and me to man my post. The facilities are basic within the
COP. The same rations everyday. Pork casserole got very
boring. I could not complain as the lads had been eating it a lot
longer than I had. The gym was made by 3 Para and consisted
of H83 containers and bottles of sand taped onto bars. It sounds
basic but it was quite effective. Depending on the time of day,
the so called showers seemed to be a game of chase the drip or
nothing.
The warning from Cpl Gurung started to seem a little over
cautious as 3 days passed without incident. Just as I thought my
time there was going to be peaceful, the darkness exploded and
the silence was broken by RPGs and the sound of automatic fire .
Luckily I was just about to go on stag and was already kitted up.
As I ran to the sangar, automatic fire was passing overhead.
Once in the sangar, I spotted a veh to the east of the COP and
returned fire . Unfortunately, I could not swing the .50 cal round
so had to opt for the reliable GPMG The phrase "soldier first"
suddenly erupted to become my reality. It was reassuring to hear
the 105mm guns engage the surrounding enemy and warn off
any further attack from the Taliban. It was another hour before the
COP fell silent again and I was relieved from the sangar.

KABUL SIGNAL TROOP

oc
SS gt

Lt P Mhango
SSgt B Maclean

CAMP SOUTER - by LCpl Mannion-James
The IS Engrs caused an embarrassing moment this week while
performing routine cleaning to protect their eqpt by removing
dust from the system. Unfortunately this seemingly innocent act
set off the fire alarms for the whole of the HQ causing chaos for
the next 15 mins. However, it is not all doom and gloom and our
daily routine gets broken up with aspects of mandatory trg, which

The Bantam satellite station served as a good bearer until it had
to be replaced by the 'Daddy' of all bearer systems, TALON. We
had to set up an ingenious cooling system for the dish and
cables by rigging up a cooling shower of water to stop it from
overheating and falling over. However, on one occasion we
managed to drown it, causing it to cease working until it was
resuscitated by LCpl Vlrot.

Sig Yeomans finally finds a friend on the other side of the world
includes a trip to the ranges. For Sig Wynn the GPMG took the
form of a black art yet to be mastered by one so young. As the
cold weather really closes in, Cpl Brown has promised to keep
us warm with rigorous PT sessions. All is well and the sunrise
that resembles R&R is breaking the horizon. Finally, I have now
recovered from the recent ordeal of being in the sangar as I heard
7 rounds crack above my head. I was able to count them as I lay
on the ground, but was unable to return fire - maybe next time.

LASHKAR GAH SIGNAL TROOP
HQ ISAF - by Sig Travis

oc

The dramatic change in temperature has been appreciated by all
those who are not locals. It has been exciting to actually last an
hour without feeling your clothes sticking to your body as
opposed to hanging from it. Trg has continued around the
provision of comms. As well as learning about NATO Crypto and
ECM, we have been given some instruction on IEDs. We had to
vet the list of pers that could attend the latter presentation as
LCpl Thomley was deemed too dangerous, simply because he
was 'ginger'. It has not been all work and no play. The birthdays
of Sgt Simmons and W01(FofS) Walling gave the opportunity
for much celebratory cake eating. After cake, we felt it necessary
to organize a few sporting events and the seniors are yet to stop
gloating that they beat us at Five-A-Side Football.

GERESHK SIGNAL TROOP
SS gt

SSgt M Nowosielski

FOB PRICE - by LCpl Antoine and Sig Lyle
The main achievement here at FOB Price was the arrival of Sgt
'Bantam' Norris. He flew in first class by Lynx to save the day.

Cpl Gurung and Sig Williams feel ready to do comms
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Next it was the PIKE team who were deployed to our site. Their
mission was to discover the reason DLOS had failed to work for
the last 7 months. No one could understand why they had
bothered, as the eqpt had struggled to get an unencrypted link
5km over an airfield, it should not be a surprise that it would not
work encrypted 35Km over the desert. The escapade was not
entirely wasted as the influx of pers made good competition for
the Quiz Night. The hilarity of the Quiz Night was followed by a
respectful minute of silence as the masts were lowered the
following morning for the last time. DLOS was to be put to rest
and returned to Germany. Father Christmas came early delivering
a new toy for us. During a planned outage under the lights of
Bedfords and Land Rovers, we moved the TALON into our new
addition: the radome. This looks rather like a large bouncy castle
and it drew quite a crowd and several bookings for parties.

SS gt

2Lt M Joiner
SSgt S Hulse

Lashkar Gah Sig Tp is now firmly in the third month of its
deployment in sp of PAT Lashkar Gah and the UK Task Force in
the Helmand AO. The experience of the crew has been wide,
including everything from Internal Security tasks, Cl Sp to
COMBRITFOR, the Helmand Provincial Security and Coordination
Cell, and now HQ 3 Cdo Bde. The Tp has recently expanded by
combining with Tac Tp from 232 Sig Sqn, in order to build the
new HQ UKTF, which has relocated from Kandahar.
Unfortunately this has meant the original Tp Comd of the 'Lash',
Lt Phil Mhango moving on to grip up Kabul Tp. Tac Tp
deployed originally to Afghanistan as HQ ARRC TAC and there
was much speculation as to our final destination and role.
Expected to head to East Afghanistan, imagine our surprise when
we were handed to COMBRITFOR to build and sp HQ Helmand
Task Force.
After final eqpt preparation it was time to leave behind the relative
luxury of Burger King and the Green Bean Cafe and deploy to
Lashkar Gah to combine with the Sig Tp already in place.
Hampered by flight restrictions and priorities and with eqpt and
stores resources difficult to locate, timelines were shrinking and

The illustrious Lashkar Gah Signal Troop
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the Tp knew that the pressure was on. Assisted by a team of Inst
Techs from Cyprus, led by Cpl Sanderson, the Tp set about
building the tented HQ. With excellent efforts from LCpl
Kanoyangwa to get the Promina working, and with LCpl Lamb
working 24n to complete cabling, the HQ was ready for 3 Cdo
Bde UKTF to move into. After an excellent effort, it is a credit to
all the Sigs that the Bde changed controi 12 hrs early, and it was
a job well done by all in the now expand,:;d Lashkar Gah Sig Tp.
Now settling into routine, the past 2 months have flown by and
we can hardly believe that we are so far through the tour already.
With concentration now moving to support the HQ, there is also
time to indulge in important morale raising activities. Sig Tom
Webster is busy trying to get his first ever suntan, whilst the
facial hair growing competition is now in full swing.
Finally Soldier of the Month, Sig 'Trevor' Spence is being
headhunted for an instructional post in Voice Procedure at RSS
Blandford. This interest was sparked after he displayed a cool
and collected response to tracer rounds being fired towards the
camp whilst he was on stag. Independent reports of the first line
of his SHOTREP being:" Hear me now! We are under attack", are
of course entirely malicious.

KABUL SUPPORT UNIT (KSU)

oc
SSM

Maj J Fradley
W02(SSM) C Stuart

Life has continued to be interesting and at times unusual, in
particular with the purple slant that we have in Camp Souter. The
R&R plot has certainly kicked in and we have troops away on
each flight, and it also indicates the tour is getting closer to the
end! Being in the capital city we have a regular flow of visitors,
some of whom are quite important. After The Princess Royal's
high profile visit we had the Secretary of State for Defence pop
in, he had a quick chat and told us all we deserved our bonus
payment and then dashed off.

Protection. It has been a huge education from the trg ground to
doing it for real; foot patrols, veh patrols, VCPs, ORF, sangar
duties, searches, int collation, hearts and minds activities and
manning an Ops Room all day and all night. Even when not
patrolling we remain busy honing our skills, and only recently
undertook public order trg in preparation for some anticipated
riots in Kabul.
Without doubt, this whole experience is something out of the
ordinary - it is exciting, tiring, and frenetic and we face a credible
threat daily. It has shown however, even with the obvious
trepidation to start with, we were up for the task and capable of
doing it. Almost half way through now and it is going well, so I
will finish with; hala man baiad berawam, khoda hafezi.

Area clearance was received by OC KSU to mount an early
morning mountain patrol along the Kabul Grashar Ridge (actually
a rather large mountain which peaks at 7500 ft!). An intrepid
team of explorers had breakfast at very 'dark o'clock' and then
made their way to the fleet of Saxon Armd Vehs to take them to
the start point.
Here Maj Glynn French met us from the team who are trg the
Afghan Army. He had ensured that the route was clear and that
the Saxons were strategically positioned for defence. It was at
this point that he told us we needed to take water, warm clothes,
oh of course wpns and ammunition! As we looked up it was then
it was realised that being related to a mountain goat and not
having any fear of sheer drops (at 5500 ft) would have been very
useful!
The climb was extremely challenging and at times dangerous; the
thin air made it even harder even though the majority do regular
exercise (PT) and were acclimatised. When we were near to the
top and moving along the actual ridge the thin air and hard
breathing was forgotten ... due to fear starting!

A hard challenge, but to get this kind of opportunity during an op
tour was fantastic, I think we all enjoyed it (especially at the end)
and I would like to thank Maj French for taking us.

231 SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj MC Cornell
W02(SSM) S McKenzie

The Sqn continues to reconstitute after a very successful tour in
Afghanistan. However the new QC, Maj Mark Cornell, is not
currently at the helm as he is deployed as the Regtl 21C on Op
HERRICK with the rest of the Regtl Gp.
The Sqn looks forward to meeting their new QC on his return to
Elmpt but are rather concerned by some worrying pictures of him
in the 'Mighty 7th ' newspaper from theatre.
Now the Sqn are back to work after Op HERRICK and after far
too much leave, it has a busy and exciting timetable to look
forward to with the introduction of REACHER into the Regt and
the replacement for Promina coming in the New Year. Added to
this they will also have the transfer to JPA, a task that is going to
have the majority of the Regt's admin staff working long hours
well into the summer.
However up until Christmas, people are taking the opportunity to
sign up on those courses that seemed to elude them on the run
up to deployment and some members of the Sqn have gone to
Austria to compete in the Corps Skiing Championships.
As penance for this jolly, the team captain, Lt Tom O'Neill, plans
to run a Sqn skiing package in the New Year designed for the
less gifted skier and intends to take 16 soldiers away and
produce something like competent skiers a
week later. Good luck!!

After weeks of being chased around the trg areas and
ranges in Germany living in 'Camp Javelin' (a purpose built
SF Base on Elmpt Station - courtesy of the mad Trg
Officer), wpn trg and practising dismounted urban tactics,
the 7 Sig Reg Force Protection (FP) multiples departed
BFG and arrived in Kabul slightly later than the rest of 7
Sig Regt Gp.

followed by a 2 min silence respected by those on parade and
those that had gathered to watch. Capt Cadywould , the Sqn
21C, then laid a wreath on behalf of the men and women of 7 Sig
Regt.
Although there were only a handful of spectators present, it was
mentioned afterwards how much our presence was appreciated.
Following the parade everyone took time to lay crosses on
selected memorials and reflect on the immense sacrifices that
had been made by so many.

7 SIGNAL REGIMENT LAD BATTLEFIELD TOUR 2006
7 Sig Regt LAD recently spent a day on a battlefield tour of
Arnhem. This included all aspects of Op MARKET GARDEN in
September 1944. Cpl Card was the tour guide for the day fitting
in a sight seeing trip to every part of Arnhem and the surrounding
areas on the way to Ginkel Heath drop zone. QC LAD, Capt
Dave Tolley, was heard to say: "Are we there yet?" on numerous
occasions throughout the morning.
At the Ginkel Heath drop zone, a thorough briefing on the initial
dropping of 30 Corps was given and media photographer for the
day, Cpl Marty Warner was there to record the day's events.
The group then moved swiftly to The Hartenstein Museum in
Oosterbeek to further their knowledge on the op and to see all of
the items of the battle that are currently on display.
We then moved down to the Bridge itself and with a stroke of
luck upon our arrival we were greeted by a local man named
Sam who was a child during the invasion by the Germans and a
veteran of the Battle of Arnhem.
He kindly briefed all of the party, to the amazement of the
younger Sigs and Cfns as to what had happened during the
battle including the sight of all the Paratroopers jumping out of
the Gliders into Ginkel Heath. A sight he witnessed and re-told in
great detail.
The Commonwealth War Cemetery was the next stop with both
Sig Sam Foot and Cfn Dave Pryor laying wreaths at the
airborne monument in the cemetery, and all LAD pers laying
individual poppy crosses on the Royal Signals and REME graves
in the cemetery. The day came to a close with the younger
members leaving with a greater understanding of warfare and the
scale of Ops during WW2.

RHEINBURG MEMORIAL REMEMBRANCE
CEREMONY - by Cpl Knight

We arrived amongst the chaos of a multi-national airhead
to be greeted by the happy faces and knowing looks of the
Camp Souter MT boys. They loaded us into the backs of
their Saxon vehs and took us the short distance to Camp
Souter. After a few hellos and shouts of 'nobody has that
long to do' we quickly got down to business of signing for
additional kit, site orientation and being put in our
luxurious tented accommodation, with the reassurance
from the SQMS of 'you'll be in proper accommodation
before the snow arrives ... ! think!'

On Sunday 12 November, 10 members of 231
Sig Sqn made a memorable visit to the small,
yet intimate Rheinburg Commonwealth War
Cemetery, located just north of Krefeld,
Germany.
The majority of the servicemen commemorated
at Rheinburg were aircrew gathered from
different cemeteries around the West Rhine
area, however, there is a strong ground forces
contingent and the soldiers on parade
managed to find a few Royal Signals soldiers.
Everyone on parade was shocked by the age
of some of the servicemen when they met their
untimely end.

All of sudden after all the routine booking in and allocation
of vehs, wpns, ammunition, call-signs and mandatory
briefs we were stepped up to start our familiarisation of
our patrol areas. This really brought it home to us, a
collection of Royal Signals soldiers, all with comms trades,
about to go on the streets of Kabul and take over
responsibilities for the FP from RM Cdos.
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A few things that may be worthy for the bell to sound; LCpl M-J
being kept quiet for more than 5 mins, W02 Gaz Sinclair
managed a tab even though he was blowing, Maj John Fradloy
giving his impression of someone who could not walk the next
day, LCpl Riley testing the theory of terminal velocity with a mag
of 30 rounds and last but no means least the SSM who managed
to take his pace stick to the top so he could organise a photo.

KSU MOUNTAIN PATROL - by Sig White

FORCE PROTECTION COMPANY - KABUL
- by Sgt Allen

I think we can all admit it was daunting; these guys were
into the swing of the job, very confident and
knowledgeable, but they just got on with a very
professional handover and before we new it we were out
there doing what we have been trained for; Force

Once at the top it was made worthwhile with the stunning views
but there were only 2 problems; we had to go back across the
ridge and climb down again.

The summit at last!
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The youngest man we had on parade that day
was 20 and would have been relatively senior
in age to the majority buried at Rheinburg. At
1055hrs the parade formed up in front of the
Cenotaph. Just before 11 OOhrs, SSgt Watson
read the Act of Remembrance, which was
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Laying wreaths at the Commonwealth War Cemetery
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LIMA TROOP

oc

10th SIGNAL REGIMENT

Capt Neil Clements
Sgt Scott Tomblin

SS gt

EXERCISE BRUNO WARRIOR
- by Cpl Williams and LCpl Gibson

co
RSM

Lt Col R Quinlan
W01(RSM) M Gilbert

As the Regt continues to grow in shape, form and capability, this
has been a very busy period. In addition to numerous sporting
and fund raising achievements, the Regt continues to support
various op theatres with troops from both 241 Sig Sqn and ECM
(FP) Sqn deployed in Iraq and Afghanistan on Ops TELIC and
HERRICK respectively.
Behind the scenes, work is on-going at a pace to complete the
units' establishment changes and prepare for the merger of 238
(L) Sig Sqn (Chelsea Barracks) elements into 251 Sig Sqn
(Aldershot).
These changes will provide the necessary manpower to deliver
Project TYNDALE in spring 2007. TYNDALE is the Royal Signals
new Information and Communications System (ICS) to support
the TRF on Op BASILISK.
Additionally, the Regt wishes to send their warmest
congratulations to the RSM , W01 Mark Gilbert on being
selected for commissioning from the October Commissioning
Board, and the Adjt, Capt Kelvin Grice on his selection for
promotion to Maj on this years Beige List. Get that champagne
bought!

238 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SQMS

Maj (TOT) J Sykes
SSgt Bagstaff

During the Sqn's recce for the State Opening of Parliament, the
outgoing OC, Maj James Vosper, took the opportunity to have
a photograph with the incoming OC on top of Victoria Tower
Westminster Palace. Maj Jim Sykes moves up from the Ops
Officer's post and took the reigns in the New Year. We say a sad
farewell to James who moves on to be Chief of Staff, HQ 2 (NC)
Sig Bde.

THE LORD MAYOR'S SHOW 2006 - by Cpl Paul Kennedy
The Lord Mayor's Show is always a colourful, loud and busy
event which is televised live all over the world, and one of our
best tasks is to provide comms sp to ensure the day runs
smoothly.
The day started off with an early breakfast in Haberdashers Hall,
City of London - very posh! This gave us the opportunity to liaise
with our TA counterparts, some of whom were marshals on the
day.
From there we moved into our respective locations on the route
through Mansion House to Guildhall tasked to report on any
security issues. I had an 'easy' job and one which guarantees a
crating (cheers YofS Thomas!). I was the Pageant Master's Op
and the liaison between mil reporting and the "Head of Police".
Lots of responsibility but it did almost guarantee me getting on
TV! Although I had a veh to move around in, many of the ops
clocked up quite a few miles that day. It's not that far but when
kitted out in full ceremonial dress, being beamed live across the
world - its important to look and act professionally, and not just
skip along.
The day went off without incident but there was the occasional
sighting report over "Airwave" of groups of people dressed as
Batman, Bananaman, Superman etc, many of them familiar faces
from those occasions when we conduct our normal duties around
London. The day ended in Mansion House and everyone from
the Sqn attended.
The boys from 238 didn't stand out much! A curry lunch, some
champagne and fireworks over the Thames, I had to remind
myself, I get paid for this!

The Sqn has recently been joined by LCpl Looker from
Blandford, Cpl Hussey from 268 Sig Sqn , Cpl Morris and Cpl
Holyhead from their Class 1 SET at Blandford . We bid them all a
warm welcome.

The Lord Mayor's Show procession

SSM

The week started off 'swimmingly' with the 0600hrs PFT. Once
breakfast was out of the way, it was down to the real business.
Eight hours of rapid in-field revision broken in two by a good old
serving of range stew and 'motherstale' bread! The next day,
everything got a little harsher. For the first time in my life, I found
myself treading water in my combats at 0600hrs! The mil swim
test was exactly as I remembered it, combat drowning! Having
said that, by the time the PTI had finished with us we had
swallowed a large amount of the pool. Cpl Thomas of 243 Sig
Sqn didn't help matters by bombing into the pool and splashing
the DS! How grateful his sect was when they received incline
press-ups to the PTl's iming!
D day arrived and we deployed to the Longmoor area. After a
short insertion tab we moved into our harbour area and dug
ourselves in. Deep Joy! There was patrolling to do, stagging on
and orders to give. For many of us it was the first time we had
seen the TAM in an environment where we had to pay attention
and use it, but it was found to be relatively easy to use. It was
great to be using our soldiering skills out on the area, just what
we joined up for.
After Sig Tubb decided to go litter picking in a toilet, the final
assault on Longmoor village was upon us. We carried out a CTR
the night before and moved in under the cover of darkness. I had
forgotten how hard it was to pack your kit and fill in you shell
scrape in the dark. Rallied on by the Tp QC, Capt Kamara ,
LCpl Cook took the lead with 1 Sect and gave a fire base onto
the bridge, from where 2 Sect could attack. At this precise
moment the bridge lit up with trip-flares. 2 Sect stormed down
the left flank up the banking and straight through the GPMG
situated at the far end of the bridge. Bridge secure! We must get
on our belt buckles next time.
After a quick Re-org, we got fully bombed up (thanks to Sgt
Smith for the 2 full gratis magazines), we then did a 120m shuffle
up a storm drain led by 3 Sect. FIBUA awaited us. Very quickly it
became apparent that keeping together as a Sect is very difficult
in this environment. It's a case of getting stuck in and helping
whoever you are next to. After winning the day we found
ourselves with the unfortunate "casualty" who had to be
extracted from one of the houses. Thanks to the DS sense of
humour, the 20 stone dead weight was twice dropped on his
head and inadvertently rifle butted but was saved when SSgt
Stowell came to his rescue.
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It 's a very busy time for the Sqn but we 're working hard and
playing hard ensuring the Corps Skiing and snowboarding is well
supported.

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2007

243 SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj Karl Shead MBE
W02(SSM) Tam Ewart

This year's Sqn AT took place in the sunnier climate of Wales. The
sun cream swapped for umbrellas as we left Wilton at midday on
Sunday 1 October. We had two 5 day packages for all willing
volunteers with each week consisting of a number of days
walking, indoor climbing interspersed with a day of mountain
biking.

SQUADRON ADVENTURE TRAINING - by Sgt Angus

On a rainy morning on 31 October, the mighty Kilo Tp and Lima
Tp went to RNAS Yeovilton where they were subjected to the
Underwater Escape Training Unit (UETU) or 'Dunker'. After

We also went indoor-climbing at an unpronounceable trg centre
with far too many 'L's in the name, where Sig Merlin Andrews
showed us how to really climb. By the end of the day, most of the

KILO TROOP

Maj James Vosper and Maj James Sykes - Victoria Tower;
Westminster Palace

On Friday 17 November, various events took place across the
Regt to raise money for Children In Need . 241 Sig Sqn took a
novel approach and had a small group dressed in fancy dress at
the front gate of Basil Hill Site, Corsham carrying buckets and
asking for money. Sig 'Danny' Lewis (dressed as a Bob the
Builder), myself (dressed as Boadicea) and Capt Reid (dressed
in a dodgy Darth Vader outfit) had an early start to ensure that we
caught all the early birds enteri ng camp. Unfortunately, the
weather was not on our side and we all started to wonder
whether our costumes were suitable for the heavy rain and
gusting winds. However, the guard room provided us with plenty
of brews which were much needed and most appreciated.
Freezing and soaked wet through , it was not long before we were
joined by the Regtl 21C, Maj Duggan and Capt Grice. They
braved the weather - albeit dressed in full CBT 95 and smocks.
Even though the weather was awful we still managed to raise a
considerable sum of money. Added all its other efforts together,
the Sqn managed to raise the grand sum of £540. Overall, the
total money collected by the Regt in support of Children In Need
was £1,690.84.

HELICOPTER DUNK - by Sig Noble

Maj (TOT) Tony Jenkins
SSgt Andy Fisher

The Sqn is working extremely hard at the moment focusing on a
multitude of tasks including sp to ops in Afghanistan, Iraq and
Bosnia. We have small exs within the UK and Jamaica on the
way and deployments to Brunei , Nepal and probably Northern
Ireland to keep us all at the top of our game.

CHILDREN IN NEED - by Sig Tubb

The first day saw us climb to the summit of Snowdon, where,
from earlier recce work, I had promised the group a nice cup of
coffee. Sadly the cafe was being redeveloped; so I was not the
most popular person! We then turned our hand to mountain
biking, where possibly the comment of the year was heard.
"Don't worry about falling off, it doesn't hurt ". Who actually said
it we don't know. However, the leader did manage to fall off 3
times and seriously damaged his palms. He was not the only
casualty of the day as Cpl Dave Manning also thought he could
defy gravity and hurtle his way off a bike. But the funn iest part of
the day was Capt Ed Cuthbertson as he descended a large hill;
he was quicker going up it than down!

After an awesome and informative week like that there was only
one thing I needed to do ... clean my rifle!

241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc

Ex BRUNO WARRIOR was sold as an insight to the JCLM course
that all Regtl NCOs would have to complete in the very near
future, and just like 'Ronseal' it did exactly what it said on the tin.
10 Sig Regt deployed to Aldershot and was chomping at the bit.
We were greeted by half the Atlantic Ocean battering in to us at a
90 degree angle! To say it was a little wet would be stating the
blindingly obvious!

meeting up bright and early we set off without a hitch. Upon
arrival at the UETU we went straight to a briefing and it was not
long before we were all changed into flight suit and flip-flops!
The first group was led into the water by Capt Clements and
Sgt Tomblin. The first dunk was relatively easy and involved
being lowered gently into the pool up to knee height depth (very
kind of them). However, when we got to the fourth dunk we were
in pitch black darkness and panic was beginning to set in. Once
submerged and upside down, Sig Tubb decided to sit and have
a 'chat' instead of being the first one to exit the helicopter. Sig
'Dan' Matthews and I were both waiting for Sig Tubb to exit so
we could get out of the helicopter. We all eventually decided to
leave at the same time. Three people exiting one window in pitch
black while upside down in water ......you do the maths! It was a
great day with everyone having fun except Sig 'Danny' Lewis
who claimed he was scared of the water. The bravest of the day
was Sig Cromar who, like Sig Lewis was petrified but soldiered
through with flying colours. All in all, a good day out which was
planned and executed by Cpl 'Mouse' Lane.

OC
SS gt

Capt Alex Reid
SSgt Matt Stowell
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group had practised lead rope, which was a huge achievement
and fun.

EXERCISE ICEBREAKER - by Cpl Manning
Need a new challenge? Calling all adrenalin junkies! That's what
the poster read. I'd seen it on the Winter Olympics. I never
expected that there would be an opportunity for me to actually try
it. I called the number, sent the cheques and off I went to
Calgary, Canada; with kind permission of the Chain of Command!
Away I went to bobsleigh. Like the majority of people, my only
knowledge of the sport came from the film 'Cool Runnings' and I
didn't know what to expect.
As 't was an Army ice camp, there were members of the Royal
Signals, REME, AAC, Royal Navy and civilians taking part. We
had a choice of 3 disciplines. Bobsleigh, which involved a 2
person team in a bobsled. The Luge, where an individual
negotiates the track, feet first, using what resembles the type of
sled that children bring out at Christmas. Or finally, the Skeleton
were you travel head first down the track on what can only be
described a tray with rails. What an offer!

On the Tuesday, we went to the top of the track which changed
everything. The first 500m of the track is where you pick up most
of your speed. Also we weren't being pushed off the starting
block anymore, we were sprinting. Over the rest of the week we
had 2 runs per day. A few members of the group did come off
but that didn't deter them. After taking some nasty knocks
myself, I started to pay more attention to what the instructors had
taught us. Like how to steer and where to position the sled on the
entrance and exit of the corners. By the last slide on Thursday,
the track as I saw it had started to slow down, even though I had
speeded up. It was overwhelming how responsive the sled was.
Finally I had control.
Friday arrived and just 2 slides left. Although we couldn't race
because we were still beginners, it was everybody's intent to get
as fast a time as possible. Overall, what a thrill and for anybody
looking for something that little bit different and wishing to scare
themselves stupid - then this is the sport for you!

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Having arrived in Calgary on Saturday 4 November, most of the
following day was taken with the brief on the kit and issuing eqpt.
The key messages from the briefs were "Bring padding" and
"Make sure you have insurance". They were doing everything to
inspire confidence! "Oh, and you'll need a helmet!" On the
Monday the instructors introduced us to the track. All 3
disciplines use the same track. We just start from different points.
"The track length is 1500m with a vertical drop of 123m. Along
the track there are 14 complex turns. The toughest of which is
the 270 degree loop. At top speeds of 65mph, athletes
experience anything up to 4.5g. That's 4.5 times your own body
weight forcing down on you. That's the kind of gravitational force
fighter pilots experience" the instructor said with a strangely
sadistic look on his face. We started two thirds of the way up the
track. Lying on the sled, the instructor gave us a gentle push. Off
we went, one at a time, ping-panging down the track. I tried to
remember everything they had taught us, all the technical stuff
about steering. Not a chance, all that went out the window. The
only thing I did remember was not to scream. "You may bite your
tongue off', they said. Once I got to the bottom I realised it
wasn't so bad, I'm still alive. Right - back up and let's try that
again.

Maj Jez Toze
SSgt Wedge

251 Sig Sqn have continued to grow in manpower over the last
few months and conducted numerous exs in sp of the Technical
Response Force (TRF). Aside from the technical expertise, the
soldiers and officers have been put through their paces on a
series of mil exs. We rallied around and raised quite a bit of
money towards the Regt's contribution to Children in Need. Well
done to the lads who braved the weather and came into work in
flimsy fancy dress.

improve comd and leadership skills. We left Aldershot with some
apprehension of what was to follow. After an arrival brief from the
CO and RSM, our fears were realised as the stretcher race
began. Although tough, the balance of the trg was sound and
over a few beers that evening the race almost appeared fun.
The next morning we began leaderless comd tasks, the highlight
of which was when Cpl John Ward's improvised harness swiftly
became an effective noose as he almost hung himself on an
obstacle. We then moved onto 'Appreciations' which for many of
us was the first time we had tackled the subject. Having to write
and then discuss our answer to a complex problem was useful
and made most of us realise the importance of good time
appreciation.

Thursday was the leader led comd tasks, which were again good
fun and then onto discussions groups which more often than not
turned into 'heated conversations '. Later that evening we all
reflected on the past few days and realised we learned a great
deal and a good time was had by all those attending.

oc
SSM

I arrived on my first day in the unit and went straight down to
wonderful Ballykinler for a week of Sqn trg. After a 45-minute
drive it was into our accommodation and then split down into our
2 syndicates. Once the initial briefs were over, we went out onto
the ranges for some nice application of fire followed by an MP5
and a pistol shoot.
The days flew by as we took part in MATT trg, APWT, asslt
course, and a CFT amongst other things. It wasn't all good news
though; we discovered we had a phantom prankster in our midst,
who came out every night. In the morning the results of his
night's work ranged from bedsprings missing to shirts and
trousers being sown up! Sgt 'Tinny' Foyle we know it was you!
On Thursday night after most of the activities had taken place
and all but a few people had almost died on the asslt course, it
was time to relax with a Sqn BBQ and a few beers.

ECM (FP) Squadron
Maj John Fraser
W02(SSM) Saunders

During this period the Sqn has continued its sp to Op TELIC and
Op HERRICK, with both dets working hard throughout the relief in

There were also some awards to be given out by the OC. Best
score on the APWT was won by Cpl Phil Smith; best pistol/MPS
shoot was won by Sgt Ross Beattie and best effort on the asslt
course by Cpl Ade Smith. Everyone had a good week and a big
thanks must go out to the Sqn lynch pin, Cpl Paul Harrower.

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(ELECTRONIC WARFARE)
RSM

Lt Col SJ Vickery
W01 (RSM) DR Taylor

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON (EW)

oc
SSM
Posing dressed (or undressed?) for Children in Need

Farewell to 2 Tp Comd, Capt James Bell , who goes upstairs to
help the OC run the Sqn ... good luck. At the same time, we
welcome Lt Nigel Clay into 2 Tp
Capt Cliff Kamara of 1 Tp is now ably assisted by SSgt Steve
Pengelly who must be congratulated at his recent Squash and
Badminton successes. New postings to the Sqn include LCpl
Denise Kean , LCpl Debique and Cpl Neil Mccreadie.
Finally, well done to LCpl Allen who completed the Toronto
marathon in 2hrs 48mins, an outstanding effort.

EXERCISE BRUNO TORCH - by Cpl Jeff Townsley
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The Sqn has said goodbye to Sgt Howell who has departed for
21 Sig Regt, and Sgt Finlay who will be taking up the RP Sgt
post at 2 Sig Regt. Cpl Muers has departed for 19 (Lt) Bde HQ
& Sig Sqn and LCpl Daniel for 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt. New
arrivals have been thin on the ground but Cpl Mccreadie and
LCpl Rodway have recently arrived to be greeted with a
deployment date and a trg package.

SQUADRON TRAINING - by LCpl Rodway
Wednesday saw the group undertaking strenuous orienteering,
which had joint winners: myself and Cpl Sochon. Some runners
applied cunning by cutting through an out of bounds area. Cpl
Paul Wood didn't fair so well thinking he got one over on the DS
by discovering a map which lead him to a spot height.
Unfortunately this was not a check point. .. .. just a spot height. In
the evening, the Adjt hosted a quiz which the DS 'somehow' won.
However, the 251 Sig Sqn teams came a respectable 2nd and 3rd
place.

co

Cpl Dave Manning 'Going for the leap of faith'

place periods to support the incoming Bdes and BGs. Back in
the province the op role is decreasing as normalisation continues
to proceed as planned, and trg for overseas ops is now the main
focus.

Over the period 13 - 19 November, 9 soldiers from the Sqn
deployed on the Regtl NCO development course designed to
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Maj C Crowther
W02(SSM) I Conlan

226 has had a demanding year, the various Tps have been
travelling all over, engaged in ops and exs. The Light Electronic
Warfare Troop (LEWl) spent the first part of the year building up
for its deployment on Op HERRICK IV. The LEWT deployed into
Helmand province and provided EW Force Protection (FP) to the
3 Para BG in areas like Sangin, Now Zad, Musa Qaleh and
Lashkar Gah. The sad losses of Sgt Peter Thorpe, and LCpl
Jabron Hashmi in Sangin and LCpl Jon Hetherington in Musa
Qaleh were felt throughout the Regt.
The LEWT, while conducting ops in Helmand, helped save the
lives of many soldiers from the BG and proved the value of EW
on ops. Upon the great Joss of these soldiers, the other tps in the
sqn, Romeo Tp, 640 (Airmobile) Tp, and Sp Tp organised a car
wash on camp for the memorial fund. It was extremely
successful by raising a substantial £263. On Remembrance Day,
members of 226 Sig Sqn paid tribute to the friends who were lost
on Op HERRICK JV by attending services in their home towns.
Other events have been organised like quiz nights and a 24 hour
table tennis competition.
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Romeo Tp has finished a deployment to Greece as part of Trial
SPARTAN HAMMER 2006. Operating with a multitude of NATO
SJGINT/EW units the trial proved very successful. W02(Supvr R)
· Shane Campbell lost most of his hair during the preparation
phase of the trial and now makes the long journey east (after
failing to leave the Regt) to take up a posting to 224 Sig Sqn.
Currently, we have 3 members of our Sqn out in Iraq: Sgt Gregor
Anderson, Sgt Matthew Cowlard and Sig Mark Underhill.
We hope that you return safely and we look forward to seeing you
next year.
226 have stood up once again for ops in Afghanistan. Deploying
to Kabul to provide op level comms Kabul Tp (K Tp) deploy in
February 07, headed by the Sqn 21C, Capt Chris Hill.
The rest of the Sqn can look forward to Op HERRICK 8, where
they will deploy in sp of 16 AA Bde once more.
All ranks in the Sqn look forward to a well earned Christmas
break; it has been one hell of a year!
During 2006, 226 Sig Sqn has deployed a 30 man team to Op
HERRICK 4 while deploying 10 members to Iraq, deploying 20
members to Greece, held 30 members on R1(-) on SLE EW det
and preparing a further 30 to deploy to Op HERRICK 5/6 in Feb
2007 and 40 more to Op HERRICK 8 in 2008! Not to mention
Bowmanisation, Regt exs and other activities!
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EXERCISE LONG LOOK 06 - by LCpl Hoszowskyj
In April 06, I deployed from my parent unit, 14 Sig Regt on Ex
LONG LOOK. I was attached as a JNCO EW Op to 33 EW Tp, 3
Sig Sqn in the Royal New Zealand Corps of Signals.
After 3 days of flying I arrived in Christchurch, New Zealand
where I would begin my 4 month exchange with 33 EW Tp. On
arrival, I was introduced to the Sqn pers and briefed on their eqpt
and capabilities. I was taken to the bar for my initiation drinks
and later to the Rolly Inn, which is the Kiwi equivalent of Minnie's
in Haverfordwest!

CQB range, a moving target range, a march and shoot and
eventually finishing off on a 4 man contact drills range.
On the 3rd week of Ex LION SUN, the Sqn deployed into the fd
to practise what we had learnt previously; this included the
setting up of OPs, patrolling, harbour drills and defence of a
comms site. This was no easy task with the enemy consisting of
the DS who had trained us in the weeks before. Typically, the day
we deployed, it started to rain. The weather turned from bad to
worse as the week progressed and with the continual probing
attacks from the enemy, getting time to sleep was becoming
difficult. It soon became apparent that your personal fd skills had
to be spot on. The night before our final attack the continuous
rain formed a lake inside our harbour, washing away everything in
sight including Sig Prescott's helmet, which ended up floating
down a river. With lightning strikes every second, the preparation
for the dawn attack continued and at first light with a number of
huge explosions, the attack began. As we pushed through the
village, another team moved in to quickly rescue the POWs. After

After a short introduction period I deployed with the Sqn on Ex
RAVEN DAWN. I was left in charge of the most important piece
of kit, the BBQ! For the duration of the ex, I was 33 EW Tp's
Junior Analyst, occasionally playing en for the rest of the Sqn .
used the NZ Army's comms eqpt as well as EW eqpt that was
new to the Tp and was in its trial phase.

ST DAVIDS YOUTH CLUB DONATION - by Lt Zack Haines
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Maj SG Scott
W02(SSM) AP Minorczyk

OPERATION VELA DEPLOYMENT 06 - by LCpl Eccles

The ex itself was split into 3 main parts. The first was a 5-day
package which included many core skills; pairs fire and
manoeuvre down IA lanes, casevac, jungle tactics, survival and
patrolling to name a few.

Cpl Kevin Webster "Oh yes, quite comfortable thank you Sir"

To support the local community, 14 Sig Regt has donated £500 to
a local youth charity. Soldiers from the Regt presented the £500
cheque at a youth club night on 1 November. St Davids Youth
Club provides youth services and a drop-in recreation centre for
13 -18 year olds in the St Davids area and is a vital service for
this small and remote town.
"This money will really go a long way", said Heidi Almond, a
volunteer worker at the club. "We will use it to run trips for the
kids to local leisure activities, like bowling or the cinema."
The Youth Club was chosen to complement the donations the
Regt has already made in the area to a young children's charity,
and an old people's care home.

HQ SQUADRON
QC
SSM

Maj DJ Williams
W02(SSM) WT Morrison

EXERCISE DRAGONS DEFENCE 28 NOVEMBER 06
With the inclement weather upon us, rain, hail and the usual
50mph winds, it was time for Technical Maintenance "Dig Deep"
on Ex DRAGONS DEFENCE. The ex was designed to introduce
the junior members of the unit to various aspects of defence
including trench construction, sangars, obstacles and low wire
entanglements and the defence of a safe house.
The day was a round robin with each Sqn leading their own stand
with the exercising troops having a 45 minute lesson on each of
the various aspects.

This phase included one tactical night, from which most of us
thought we were back in basic trg again - great! After our hard
efforts of occupying a harbour area under tactical conditions and
stagging on through the night- we arrived back down on the track
the next morning to be told to expect another tactical night, as
we were 2 mins late! Thankfully the fact that the Marines had
stolen our final RV point (making us late) was taken into account
and we never did that second tactical night.
The second phase was the range package; this included your
normal grouping and zeroing and quickly advanced onto COB
lanes and a live firing sect attack. Surprisingly, we were the only
group to have actually completed the transition to fd firing enough said.

EXERCISE LION SUN - by LCpl Jones and Sig Deeley
On 24 September 06, 237 Sig Sqn deployed on Ex LION
SUN. After a couple of months of not deploying, this was
a great chance for the Sqn to practise field skills in a new
and challenging environment. LCpl Jones and I joined
the Sqn in Cyprus on 4 Oct after competing in the Lanyard
Trophy. After the initial period of acclimatising, we began
trg with the rest of the Sqn. This started with the
mandatory lectures on the rules and dangers of trg in
Cyprus and where the out of bound areas were.
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My first impressions of Sierra Leone were mixed. The climate
was hot and humid and many of us were taken aback slightly by
the lack of facilities the locals had. Many of them only had a
shack made from local resources and they all had large hungry
families. I found it quite surreal watching people walking along
the roadside to collect water, as seeing it on TV and seeing this
kind of thing first hand is completely different.

On a day-to-day basis, 3 Sig Sqn do similar work to 14 Sig Regt.
This included eqpt trials, veh testing, Counter Vehicle Ambush
drills and trade trg. The only difference was that I never saw a
sweeping brush in the 4 months I was there!

The trg then stepped up a level with 4 man contact drills,
medical trg and plenty of range days. The weather was
hot and dry during the week on the ranges, but with the
chance of winning the best shot of the ex, we made sure
this did not affect us to much. The shoots initially started
with grouping and zeroing and the APWT, but we
progressed on to more exciting ranges which included a

We can all now take away the skills we have learned, we are all
now capable of surviving within a jungle environment and each
patrol has now bonded ahead of our tour to Afghanistan. The
overall feeling from the 22 of us on completion of Op VELA
DEPLOYMENT was to a certain degree - relief that we were flying
home and didn't have to sail back!

I personally think it came just in time as one more day on ship
may have been the end of my comrades and me. The journey
down to the coast of Sierra Leone took almost 3 weeks, and
everyone was glad to step back onto dry land when we
eventually went ashore on 11 October. Lots of "Hurry up and
Wait" ensued before finally being driven off to our new home - the
jungle.

Although based in the South Island, I was able to visit other NZ
Army Units in the country. I went to the School of Signals to see
how the soldiers carry out their trg and visited 2 Sig Sqn, the only
other Sig Sqn in the NZ Army. On my weekends off, I was able to
go sightseeing - this included Sand Boarding in the North Island
and visiting the glaciers in the South.

be easy as we were under a canopy of thick jungle and this was
our biggest challenge and we inevitably struggled to a certain
degree.

After an arduous but rewarding ex, the AT began. Pers took part
in a number of organised AT packages prepared by Capt
Owens. This included water skiing, sailing, parachuting and
banana boat racing. I, Sig Tuppen, Cpl Lowe and LCpl
Claughton had a go on the banana boat and almost immediately
fell off. This carried on for 20 mins before we gave up and tried
out the sun bathing area on the beach for a well earned rest.

On 22 September 06, 22 members of 245 Sig Sqn embarked on
HMS Ocean for a 6 week deployment to Sierra Leone, attached
to 40 Cdo RM. The ex was part of pre-deployment trg for
Afghanistan - based on the theory that if you can survive in the
jungle, you can survive anywhere. After 5 long uneventful days
on ship, we landed at Gibraltar for our Op Stand Down.

Whilst serving with 3 Sig Sqn, I had the opportunity to take part
in both Military and Civilian activities. I participated in the NZ
Army Annual Wpns Qualification and gained a pass using the IW
Steyr. I also took part in Sqn skiing activities at a nearby
mountain. It was the first time I'd been skiing and was nearly my
last! After an hour on the learner slope, Sgt Nice (an ex-British
soldier) assured me I was ready for the intermediate level. How
wrong he was - I fell from top to bottom on my first run and
managed to hold myself up for most of the second. I decided to
return to the learner slope to practice stopping!

I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in New Zealand, both on a
professional and personal level. I have been well looked after
throughout my tour by my friends and colleagues. I was even
given an occasional late start to compensate for the time
difference while the World Cup was on! I have taken part in a
valuable exchange programme that I would recommend to all
British soldiers.

a good hour of battling, the enemy were neutralised and the ex
ended.

Arguably the best part of the ex was the riverine trg, where the
Marines actually managed to impress us with their different
landing craft. After demos on each, we conducted some skills
and drills on the water which included breaking contact from the
front, rear and both sides.
A great day was had by all and we even got a swim, although I
doubt that we would have gone in if they had actually told us
there were salt water alligators kicking about!

LCp/ Jack Hawkins Leads his fire-team in an aggressive response to a
vehicle ambush
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The third and final phase for us was the Live Ex. Our part was an
EW role and overall we were successful as patrols and I'm sure
the Marines would have been impressed by the intelligence we
gathered. Unfortunately comms in the jungle were never going to
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Ex DRAGONS DEFENCE - Trench digging the Manley way
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HQ Sqn's stand fell to TM Tp, demonstrating the fine art of trench
construction . SSgt John Manley and his meny men set off to
work with shovels and picks over there shoulders out onto the
airfield, in a scene very akin to a Disney classic. With the fine rain
falling (the type of fine rain that soaks you through) the spitlocking got underway. For a trench measuring 4' x 16', there was
no way that the turf had to be removed quite so tar out, it looked
more like we were re-turfing Wembley StadiL;:n rather than the
real task in hand, but still we carried on. The w rf was removed,
the hole was dug. It was only when LCpl Jordan Black couldn't
see out, or even get out of the trench, we realised it would be
deep enough.
The trench was completed in just short of a new world record; we
may have actually broken the record had it not been for LCpl
Rob Hunt constantly texting everyone he knew; one more text
and his phone would have found its way to the bottom of the
trench, never to beep again. Well that's how SSgt John Manley
worded it anyway.
With everything completed and the grass relayed it was now time
for the demos to start. The weather had certainly improved from
the previous week when everything began. So it was now left to
myself Cpl Marv Maynard to deliver my lesson plan. All went
well and to top the day perfectly, even the chefs turned out to fire
up their new Operational Field Catering System (OFCS). We
dined like kings on chicken pasta and Irish stew - well, what else
would you expect.
With the day finishing , all that was left to do was find LCpl Rob
Hunt, his phone and start filling the hole back in.

224 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Congratulations to the OC Sqn, Maj Jim Brown and his wife on
the birth of their first child, Emily. Oh how the sleepless nights
will take their toll!
EXERCISE PREMIER RAMBLE
Cpl Matt Evans was tasked to organise this year's Sp Tp AT ex
with the help of Sgt Lee Punyer, Cpl 'Ollie' Oliver and LCpl
Stu Downing.
On 13 November the Tp left for Cumbria in high spirits and in
good weather, but passing the sign "Welcome to Cumbria" the
sky darkened and everyone tried to remember where they had
packed their waterproofs. This was to be the feel of the whole
week.
We arrived at Ambleside hut and were pleasantly surprised by the
good facilities there. Fridge, cooker and lV as well as an indoor
swimming pool, where one of the beds had been. It did not take
the lads long to get sorted out and off downtown to visit the large
collection of hill walking shops that Ambleside offers.
Tuesday morning proved interesting as 20 sleepy men tried to use
the single shower at the same time. After we all got clean and
fed we prepared for the first day of hill walking, which was
introduced as a warm up for the big walk on Thursday. It started
with a steep climb up to the Helvellyn.
It was not long before the fell was renamed Hell Vellen by a
breathless LCpl Ritchie Calladine. The walk got a little more
entertaining as a shortcut ended up as an impromptu climbing
lesson. This was unfortunate for Cpl Oliver, who couldn't get his
mountain goat impression to work and ended stuck halfway up.
The walk ended by coming down the same hill they went up;
funny enough there was more talking on the way down.
Wednesday was organised as a cultural visit to the local area,
with several old towns and facilities available to the Tp.
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W01(FofS) Steve Brown and Sgts Tom James and Ross
Harmer decided to go for another walk up Skiddaw. A very nice
walk in summer, not so nice in the middle of November! The
clouds came down and brought rain with it and it was a very wet
trio picked up by Cpl Evans a few hrs later.
Thursday was the last walk of the week. The Tp was split into
small teams and each team was given the task of map read ing to
several waypoints around the walk. As if that was not enough,
Mother Nature decided she would add a little spice to the day.
Rain, sleet, fog and wind hit the walkers as they made their way
over the fells. As the Tp stopped for lunch a fog bank closed in
and they started again on the wrong track. This was not noticed
until SAC Pete Downward found a stream that was not on the
map. After he was fished out of the stream the Tp made its way
back to the road. It was not long before it got dark, but the
group was kept together by the constant chatter from LCpl
Calladine asking how far it was until the end. A very cold and
tired bunch arrived back at the Ambleside hut. A quick shower
later we were back into town to the local Indian for a feast that
had been arranged by Cpl Evans.
Friday was the trip back to Digby, 5 lads came back in the van
with the eqpt when the heater got stuck to maximum. This was
fine for Cpl Raff Martin, our local St Vincent member of the Tp,
though the other 3 had lost 10 pounds, LCpl Calladine swore
blind that he lost 20!
I would like to thank everyone for the help and support given to
me during this ex especially LCpl Calladine whose constant
talking made me very glad I was in the car on the way back.

CHARLIE TROOP
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Lt Dan Blackmore
Flt Sgt Billy Taylor
SSgt Tony Taylor

C Tp has been keeping busy with Ex PREMIER POISE. This
started off with the obligatory PACEX just to make sure all the kit
was working. There were a couple of teething problems but
thanks to the Sqn techs we got there in the end. The Tp
deployed a full QRSC and an Ops Cell to sunny Leek. This was
the first occasion for the Sqn to fully test and adjust the use of
the Target Signal Generator. Thanks to Sgt Andy Watkin and
Cpl Raf Martin (Tech) this proved to be an invaluable trg aid and
made the ex a resound ing success.
After the rigours of ex the Tp went out on a "Team building" ex,
i.e. we went down to the bowling alley in Lincoln! Sgt Reza
Greaves proved to be the bowling alley king, with his other half
Becky holding the rest of the Tp up with her pathetic score! A
nicely balanced couple who have a bright future together, it is
expected that Reza will propose to Becky sometime, just not
sure exactly when .....
Welcome back to SSgt(Supvr R) Dave Badger on returning
from his "stressful" detachment to Mt Gales in Kosovo and
farewell to Sgt Sammie Sambrook who has deployed to Mt
Gales for 4 months.

DELTA TROOP
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Flt Lt Keith Dear
W02(Supvr R) Lee Mitchell
SSgt(Supvr R) Jon Booth

October proved to be a quiet month for the Tp. With all the predeployment trg completed, the majority of the Tp is on predeployment leave. The Troop OC, OpsWO and Tp SSgt managed
to get a visit in down to PJHQ for updates for the forthcoming
deployment to Afghanistan. LCpl Axle Rose returned from
Kosovo after his hard stint as barman, although his role was
actually admin JNCO and Driver!
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November was slightly more hectic with over a third of the Tp
deploying to Afghanistan on Op HERRICK.
SSgt Rob Forwood and SAC Hanna Bradshaw high tailed it
out to Afghanistan at the start of the month, with most of the Tp

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
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hierarchy and a few hangers-on leaving on the 17th. We wish
them all a safe deployment. This left the Tp with SSgt(Supvr R)
Jon Booth in charge of 4! To be fair, they are all on the Mobile
Det on 10 days NTM for Afghanistan - time will only tell if those 4
make it out there as well!

Lt Col Mark Baines OBE
W01(RSM) Jase Goldsworthy

OPERATIONS JN AFGHANISTAN
The first roulement of soldiers from the Regt deployed to
Afghanistan have now returned home to Elmpt Station and the
second roulement are now deployed. Elements of 16 Sig Regt
pers in Afghanistan are providing strategic comms throughout
theatre to both the ISAF IX and Op HERRICK missions in
Afghanist an

Out of work the lads make the most of the camp amenities and
between them spend a lot of time in the gym (Sig Webber, Sig
Fuller) or chilling out in Milanes bar eating sweets (Sig Brown,
LCpl Burness) or coming last in the quiz!
Spirits are high and the lads are looking forward to the upcoming
events on offer such as the casino night and the 5-a-side football
league, when they can show the rest of the camp how not to play
football! Morale is high in the sect and the tour is looking good.

COMMS DESK SSG - by Sgt Ian Fincham
ISAF IX SSG ROTATION 2 - by Capt A Bott
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Maj D Allison Green
W02(SSM) Paul Walledge

With the new Signal Support Group (SSG) in place within HQ
ISAF and a few pers deployed to the Regional Comds, the new
team is now firmly in the driving seat. With a large number of
projects ongoing and the expansion of NATO responsibility
throughout Afghanistan, the soldiers are working hard to ensure
that the comms and IS needs of ISAF are met.
Even though the HQs have been in place for 9 rotations, there are
still a lot of CIS issues that the SSG team are working hard to
resolve. For many, it is their first tour and a far cry from the
Ptarmigan systems they are used to operating back in Germany.
With responsibility for CIS within the country and also back to
Europe and worldwide, there is a real sense of contribution to the
ongoing op.
Life in the HQ is comfortable and there is plenty to keep the
soldiers busy when not on duty. With a first class gym, volleyball
court, football pitch , a local market and numerous cafes and bars,
the team is well catered for and there is no cause for complaint.

On arrival into the sunshine city of Kabul and with the normal
admin we had to go through, we were introduced to all the new
systems we would be monitoring for the next 6 months and as
usual had to sign over all the hundreds of thousands of pounds
worth of kit onto our flicks. Now that the team has settled into the
routine of monitoring all comms in theatre, we have found some
time for other things; most notably gym time for Cpl Lee Folan
and a couple of others.
There is also the ISAF market on a Friday where anything from
DVDs to diamonds is on sale. Morale in the sect is high and
everyone is working and playing hard and enjoying our couple of
beers a night.
Now we are settled into the way of a 4 star HQ things carry on
apace within the SSG compound, with various projects and
expansions running along with our normal business of providing
comms throughout theatre and to Europe. Running all the VTCs
in theatre has been fun, with various members of the team
reporting back with all the juicy gossip in theatre. Fuel and ammo
states are so interesting, (I think not). The odd power problem has
added to the hectic time we're all having, cheers YofS. The crew
have settled well into the routine of shifts and cappuccinos in the
gardens along with the regular games of darts, not to mention the
all important soccer am on Saturday mornings (well afternoons
here) being a great morale booster.

TSGT DETACHMENT KABUL - by Cpl John Evans
On taking over the det, we found it was held together by nicotine
and black nasty. Before any changes could be made, civilian
contractors from SHAPE arrived to carry out mods, which meant
that all links had to be passed over to KMNB. On completion of
the mods, the crew went through some changes.
We gave the det a clean up and removed the nicotine-stained
walls and found they where actually white and not yellow. The
crew now consists of 2 Brits, a German and an American, all
willing to lay their NAAFI breaks and games of scrabble on the
line for the good of the camp's comms!

MY FIRST OPERATIONAL TOUR - by LCpl 'Jacky' Chan
ISAF IX was to be my first op tour, so when I first arrived I was
slightly nervous as to what my op duties would involve. As the
previous team left I discovered my main responsibility was to be
as a video conferencing technician.
These conferences usually involve high ranking officers, including
the ISAF Comd himself. Needless to say I was quite nervous on
my first conference with the Gen. I arrived early to set up and
then sat there for half an hour praying for the connection to stay
in; thankfully everything went according to plan and there were no
problems.

LINE SECTION HQ ISAF - by Sgt Dave King
Line sects have been hard at it again as normal! Lots of new
faces have arrived to man the Dept and more to follow to help
with the on-going projects, as well as the new ones. (Shame we
have no fibre left.) As LCpl Williams and Sig McClarence man
the faults , the projects team is headed up by Sgt King (newly
promoted in theatre), the Mechs maintain the high standards set
by previous teams to complete each task given to them.
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Aside from the normal comms duties of the SSG, we also have to
provide a multiple to guard the weekly markilt. Although wearing
all your kit in the Afghanistan heat can be uncomfortable, it is a
welcome break from the normal desk duties of SSG comms;
giving you time getting to know the local traders and maybe get a
discount when you go to their stalls later on. Outside of work
there are plenty of facilities to keep you occupied such as the
bars, shops and Milano gardens where you can sit back and
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relax. My favourite facility however is the cookhouse. regularly
serving up perfectly cooked steak and occasionally even lobster,
although they were a bit small. I have also heard that there is a
gym somewhere on camp as well.

Waters, which is becoming very popular inside the SSG
compound. Recent events have seen 20 grown men virtually
running around, with onlookers listening to battlefield cries and
having to put up with computer war stories the following day, but
for those that think we're mad, you need to try it for a different
type of adrenalin rush!

SYS ADMIN SSG - by W02(Supvr IS) Trevor Evans
Over the last couple of months there have been major changes
with respect to the Sys Admin team here at ISAF HQ. The most
notable being our new contingency plan for power outages. The
engineers have worked hard on providing d generator solution for
those occasions when our power fails; thcu way we can flick a
few switches and save any loss of service to our users.
Under the watchful eye of W02{Supvr IS} Trev Evans, the late
night server moves continue on a Thursday into our new,
modernized server room. This move has provided the team with
a lot more space to provide an increased level of service by
updating servers and increasing the number of servers we use to
run our numerous services. Even though the boys are missing our
extra 30 mins in the bar on a Thursday night, morale is still
running high. We have "poached" a new member from the
helpdesk, Cpl Berry, and he has managed to become a
mainstay of our team making his mark by setting up our new
backup policy on all of the networks. The team has also seen 2 of
its members come off the Sig to LCpl Board, LCpls Strachan
and 'Traxler. Sig Woods has been involved with upgrading the
Wise server with essential updates to keep the flow of information
constant on the Wise Web. Our American cousin, Sgt Jeffcoat,
has been very busy building and implementing Windows update
servers for all networks. He is in the final stages of his work and
when finished the servers will provide all essential security
updates to all clients on the network. Although you don't see the
Sys Admin Team very often, rest assured that we are constantly
monitoring the network and pre-empting any problems that may
arise. Of course the occasional one slips through the loop, well
nobody is perfect, apart from the SSM of course.

There was some good news for Sig Grant De Souza this month
as he has been selected for promotion to LCpl and celebrated by
getting a crate of beer in for SSG at their BBQ. Cheers Grant
and well done from all of us.

ICN TEAM - by LCpl Mark Haigh
On 19 September 2006, Afghanistan changed forever with the
arrival of the new ICN team consisting of LCpls Mark Haigh,
Lisa Balshaw and Danny Muhl, who was gracing this country
for the 3rd time. Things started off slowly while we learnt the
ropes from Danny Muhl, as he had arrived 3 weeks earlier, and
as SSgt Nat Tumey was suffering from end of tour syndrome
which had him in work less times than Capt Bott spends in the
gym. It wasn 't long though before the full potential of the job we
had taken on hit us, when the first driving detail came into play.

Gibbs who escorted us to the Italian cookhouse. After sampling
the delightful food it was off for a full tour of the camp. Particular
attention was paid to the pizza restaurant that night along with
our allotted two cans of beer.
Unfortunately our return flight to HQ ISAF was cancelled. This is
a reg ular thing to and from Herat, but we managed to sweet talk
our way onto an American C1 30 to Bagram. During the flight the
Force Protection guys for the plane asked if we could sign their
US flag, which we all duly did. After yet another gut wrenching
op landing we arrived in Bagram Airbase. The Americans sure
know how to go to war as the Burger King and Coffee shops
were well established. After we eventually managed to get some
dollars, it was Burger Kings all round, which was a welcome
meal. The markets were also pretty good with goods on sale
ranging from diamonds to gigantic Zippo lighters, which the FofS
and SSM both bought. However, we couldn 't stay for too long as
we had to book some form of transport back to HQ ISAF. It was a
toss up between a 1 hr veh move or a helicopter ride. Now
considering SSgt(SQMS) Wilson had found a comd wire a few
weeks before on the road from Bagram to Kabul, the helicopter
option looked most favourable.

and had to be casevaced back to the UK. It was not too much of
a blow to him as he had, by just one day, qualified for his medal!
So then there were just the 4 of us, Maj Shakespeare and Lt
Oldridge, but within days there was the addition of SSgt
Maguire, who quickly seemed to settle in to his new role as the
Det SSgt. The highlight of his tour so far has been nearly causing
an international incident by crossing the street before an
American MP-come-lollypop-lady had waved him on - better
known as J-walking. Being a true Scouse, as Staff is, he tried to
blag his way out of it but the MP had no idea what he was
saying. Thankfully, the situation was defused with the arrival on
the scene of Maj Shakespeare. It was too late for Staff though
and word soon got around that there was a British J-walker
around, resulting in poor SSgt Maguire being the butt of all
jokes in CJ6 for the next few days. All members of the Det are
now looking forward to some well earned R&R, with some
members due to return home over Christmas and New Year. All
in all it's been a good tour so far and I wouldn't have missed it for
the world. I just hope the rest is as memorable as it has been so
far.

RCST(S) - KANDAHAR - by Sgt Mallison
The RCST(S) Det Kandahar, comprising members of 7 and 16 Sig
Regts, have had a reasonably busy past month for November.
Since we are working closely with the Canadians, we have joined
them in a 1Okm CO's run around camp, which Sgt Steve
Mallison and Cpl Col Martin attempted with 1Okg Bergens.

PAKISTAN DEPLOYMENT - by LCpl 'Ttz' Tyrell
During their tour in Afghanistan, LCpl Tiz TYrrell, LCpl Steve
Pardoe and Sig Caz Carragan were deployed to Islamabad.
Under the instructions of Maj Fowler and SSgt{YofS) Carter,
the 3 SSG pers deployed with 2 RCL packs and 3 Harris AN/PRC
117 radios to establish comms for British LOs.
During their time in the Pakistan capital they were forced to slum
it up in a 5 star hotel fit for a king, all expenses paid of course. As
well as eating and sleeping very well it was a requirement for the
3 to wear civilian clothing. With a fist full of money they went on
a shopping spree in a North Face shop and came away with full
holdalls. Who needs R&R with jobs like that?

HQ ISAF-SSG HELPDESK- by W01 Paul Waters
After 4 long weeks in theatre, the helpdesk finally came to full
strength with the arrival of LCpl Comer from Regional Comd
and LCpl Marten from Germany, both being sent into action
straight away to help Sig De Souza, Cpl 'Dann' Howe and
W01 Waters with their heavy workload.
The lads at the helpdesk have had a lot to do since arriving in
theatre and have been bombarded with faults and requests from
all 4 comers of the Province, but notably the main problems have
been in HQ ISAF; 2 branches in particular getting regular visits
from the Helpdesk team. We're not keeping a tally, but the
running score is in double figures with Cpl Don Howe (known as
Cpl 'Dann' to the CJPOTF team) receiving special praise from
CJPOTF for all the hard work he did in their hour of need. The
rest of the guys have been taking turns manning the Frontline
desk and taking the brunt of the constant phone calls for faults,
job requests and general information. But it's not all work for
these guys as they relieve their stress and unwind by playing Call
of Duty a couple of nights a week on the LAN managed by W01
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ICN team at the top of Radar Mountain

As part of the ICN tasking, we were responsible for getting the

people in the know to the places they had to go, which turned
out to be up a big hill called TV and a mountain called Radar
amongst the other 5 sites around the Kabul area. Once there
they had to fix and maintain the transmitters. These jobs came in
thick and fast so when they did and when we were on the road,
the ICN team pulled out all the stops so our passengers had the
ride of their lives. Just as we thought things couldn't get any
better, the latest arrival to this great country came in the form of
Sgt Zac Williamson . Our fearless leader took the reigns and
gave us hope that the tour would be one to remember! With his
sense of humour bordering on perverse the jokes just keep on
coming (he'd make a joke of that as well). All in all it's been a
good tour so far with not long to push and not much in the bank,
but from all at the ICN Display we hope you had a Merry
Christmas and all the best for the New Year!

24 HOUR TRIP BY SSG - by SSgt(FofS) Nige Rogan
I could only just make out the C130 after the Lithuanian officer
pointed it out to me. However, it soon turned towards the airstrip
and began a sharp op landing, andd before we knew it, the plane
was on the ground and we began to load up all our comms kit. To
our surprise Capt Bott and W02(SSM) Walledge were on
board. By the looks on their faces the op landing had been just
a~ g~od from inside the plane! Before long we were on our way;
this time from Chagcharan to Herat and Regional Comd West,
where we were met at the landing strip by 2Lt Pearce and Sgt
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SSgt(FofS) Rogan at the controls
We managed to get the tpt booked on a Blackhawk which left
early the next morning and in the mean time we managed to get
a close-up look at the Apache helicopter as well as the A-1 Os
which were sat on the pan at the airport. The following morning
we were up bright and early for our Blackhawk ride back to
Kabul. We were the last to go and managed to see the Chinooks
taking off with Apache escorts against the rising sun, a
spectacular sight. Finally we caught our flight into Kabul and
then made the dash up Route White, dodging the suicide
bombers before making it back into camp. But there was no rest
for the wicked as it was straight back to work after an exhausting
but fun 24 hrs.

REGIONAL COMMAND SUPPORT TEAM (EASn (RCST(E)) BAGRAM AIR FORCE BASE - by LCpl Wilkinson
During the month of October there were 5 members of the
RCST(E); Cpls 'Grandad' Cooper, Foulkes and Booth, LCpl
Wilkinson and last but not least Sig Pounder. The 5 of us were
getting on with business in Bagram thinking we had hit the
jackpot, but deep down we knew it wouldn't last for long. Pretty
soon Maj Shakespeare arrived as the ISAF LNO and shortly
after him. Lt Oldridge turned up as our new QC to lay down the
law.
However, she quickly disappeared on some well earned R&R.
Unfortunately the Det was reduced again when poor old Cpl
Cooper managed to break his leg in an impromptu rugby match
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RCST Capital

The Canadians soon had their psychiatrists trying to evaluate the
"crazy dudes". After this we also joined them on their major
charity event, the Terry Fox 1Okm fun run which due to
restrictions became an 8.Skm run. Again Sgt Mallison did this
with his Bergen, completing the event in 42 mins.
The Canadians then realised there was little hope for him. Cpl
Martin realised the error of his ways by completing the event
without a Bergen! Several members of the Det are now looking
forward to a 22.7km forced march which is taking place in
December.
The Det has managed to integrate well into the KAF family and as
a result some of the members of the Det, namely Sgt Andy
Gibson, Cpls Martin and Greg Smith had a recent visit to see
the harriers based down here. One member of the Det also
managed to wangle himself a ride around in one of the Canadian
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Leopard tanks. however the trip was confined to the limits of
camp, as apparently a main battle tank is too aggressive for one
of the most volatile countries on the planet!
Recently however, we waved goodbye to the Canadians and
found their replacements to be none other than our neighbours.
the Dutch. Working with the Dutch was initially a struggle as they
had a fair few capability gaps when the Canaclisns left, especially
on the fibre optic front, with no fibre team pres:::11t.
The Det has begged, borrowed and.stolen eqpt and with the heli.;
of the mitigation team, who have provided both stores and trg,
fought through in good old British fashion . The next couple of
months will prove challenging and exciting with the roll out of the
mitigation eqpt in full swing taking its toll on our own comms,
especially the VTC which is experiencing bandwidth problems.
Cpl Matt Burns and Sig Josh Taylor decided they were finally
going to come and join the Det a week after the rest of us. Cpl
Burns was immediately identified as one of the theatre's only aircon trained pers and found himself whisked away almost
immediately to sites throughout Regional Comd South (RC(S)), he
finally arrived back in location 3 weeks later looking tanned and
stress free, leaving the rest of the Det dubious about what this
meant.
We did receive a replacement for him though, Sig Ryan Barrett.
He obviously couldn't handle the stress of RC(S) as he had to
take his R&R 2 weeks after being here.
In other news Sig Dee Carlton has a plan to become the fittest
person on the Det, or so we think, due to the fact she is always
on the phone to the gym staff. Strangely enough, it is the gym in
Kabul. We haven't figured that part out yet!
Accommodation wise, we have the best tent in theatre, with a
32inch widescreen DVT television, DVD player and awesome
creative sound system for those Friday nights in. Unfortunately
the Canadians realised this and through nothing short of jealousy
decided to move us out. Luckily our loyal British ROMS sorted
us out with some nice Tier 2 accommodation which we are due
to move into in December.
The R&R plot has kicked in and everyone is looking forward to a
few weeks at home, with only a few months left to do on return.
Hopefully we will have learnt enough German and Dutch to see
us through some good shopping sprees spending our well earned
tax bonus when we get back.

RCST(C) - by SSgt CW Kama
MCM DETACHMENT'S MEMORIAL SERVICE - 11
NOVEMBER

Kev Bewick, Chris Lyle and LCpl Nath' Southgate and went
down a treat.
The men were quite touched by the whole experience as it was
quite strange being out here in Afghanistan, where we understand
the sacrifices that our servicemen and women are making in
order to regain order and peace to this war torn and ravaged
country. Afterwards we all made our way back to the MCM Tent
for a cup of tea and took time to reflect on what we had just
experienced. We will try to keep the memory of that special
moment with us for a long time.
We have already had Sig Jay Dunn attached from 628 Sig Tp as
part of TSGT Det; he has recently returned from R&R. Next week
will see us bid farewell to Sig Chris Cargill , whose wife is due to
give birth in mid-December, so all the very best of luck to him.
Cpls Dave Scott and Kev Bewick are due to go on R&R this
weekend and next week respectively, so again we hope that they
will also have a good R&R. To all members of MCM Det, I would
like to thank you for your continued support and dedication to
getting the job done and making time pass smoothly.

ELMPT STATION
MEDALS PARADE
On the 23 November 2006, 16 Sig Regt celebrated its successful
deployment on Op HERRICK with a medal parade. The parade
was conducted in Hanger 2, which was a relief to everyone as the
weather outside could only be described as unpredictable at
best.
Inside, the parade was led by the acting RSM - W02(SSM)
Maylett in the absence of W01(RSM) Goldsworthy. The CO, Lt
Col Baines OBE and the 21C, Maj Wood, then proceeded to
present the medals starting with SSG (Sig Sp Sqn) then moving
on to KSU (Kabul Sp Unit) and finally CSSS (Close Sp Sig Sqn).
The CSSS has been under the command of 231 Sqn, 7 Sig Regt
and the two Regts have worked closely together in partnership
for this tour.
The CO expressed pride in the achievements of the Regt in what
was a very successful tour. There was, however, mention for our
colleagues who are still deployed in Afghanistan. There was also
a special award for SSgt Kielty for his efforts as SQMS in Camp
Souter, Kabul.
Later that evening, it was down to the Regt bar for a good oldfashioned knees up. The free bar ensured a good time was had
by all.

At 1050hrs all Det pers paraded at the MCM Tent
and after a quick kit check, marched together to
the Camp Warehouse Memorial in order to
partake in our National Day of Remembrance.
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OVERVIEW
Since the last edition of The Wire , things have moved on at speed
and building work is now firmly under way - much to the QM(A),
Maj Tom Smith's relief. With MCM Div sp and tolerance the
Team has grown in accordance with the plan from last April and
has now reached just over 60 'enabling' personnel (in effect RHO
and Sp Sqn elements - most of whom are SNCOs, Officers and a
large slice of REME and AGC). We have been heavily involved in
Stafford events and ensuring the Army presence is advertised with a major effort for Remembrance events and a Station
Cocktail Party. We are also preparing to deploy our first people
on Op HERRICK in sp of 11 Sig Bde.

team and a bit of Mess Silver made a difference. After an
excellent Baht and Pud the CO took the chance to explain to all
how the Regt was being formed - to thank them for their sp but
also to maintain influence for further work we needed. This has
helped create the conditions for the QM and OC Sp to do some
LE dealing - all for the good and benefit of soldiers being posted
in to Stafford.
This lunch also provided an ideal opportunity to honour Sgt Jaya
Prakash Rai by presenting him with his Sierra Leone medal from
being deployed as part of Op SILKMAN in 2000/2001 whilst
serving with 30 Sig Regt.

The J1 /J4 IOS crews, headed up by Sgt Leigh Necrews, who
has been coordinating the OPTAG and tech trg for people going
on ops (some of who haven't yet arrived in the Regt at time of
writing) will be deploying to Kandahar and the remote bases to
ensure that applications such as JPA can be delivered on ops
over the HERRICK RLI. We have had some major success on
the Beige List, with the Adjt, Capt Jamie Balfour, the Ops
Officer, Maj Dave Whitaker, and OC Sp, Maj Dougie Craig, all
being selected for sub rank next year. With growth has come the
reality of trying to create all the paperwork and processes that go
with a Regt - the 21C, Maj Dougy Wright's living nightmare... sit
back and think how much paper, notices and directives you have
around the place and you will see what we mean.

VISITS ARE US
On 7 November, we hosted Comd 11 Sig Bde, Brig Phil Davies
who, having visited a few months previously was impressed at
the progress to date. He also congratulated Lt Col Fraser on
his birthday but failed to get an explanation of why he looks 10
years older than he is ... On 15/16 November, CSDC and BAe
Systems came to get a feel for the Regt and to discuss FALCON
- the upshot of which was that in many ways it is around the
corner and once the Regt is formed and by the time it is
equipped and manned to a reasonable level and operating like a
Regt with Ptarmigan, it will then be time to start thinking seriously
about trg for FALCON!
On 18 November, the Adjt, his good lady Helen and the CO
attended a lunch hosted by Brig (Retd) John Almonds with his
team from 1979 - 1981 in Birmingham. After an excellent lunch,
the Brig spoke about his memories of 22 Sig Regt in Lippstadt
and the CO briefed on the (re)formation plans and where the Regt
is heading in the future. A G6 LAND Commitments team, headed
up by the DACOS, Col Tony Russ, with Maj Alex Clixby and
Maj Ray Patrickson came on 28 November and spent a whole
day here which proved useful for all, but declined the offer of a
tour of Stafford's nightlife. Maj Patrickson has been up again
with staff from Theatre Troops to discuss vehicles (finding
some ... !). The Team has also briefed GOC Th Tps - Maj Gen
Rollo, GOC 5 Div - Maj Gen Farquhar and the new Comd
143(WM) Bde - Brig Bourne-May all in a 7 day period!!

On Saturday morning at 0900hrs to coincide with
HQ ISAF's clean up, the Det gathered on a cold
foggy morning to collectively pool together and
carry out fatigues around our areas. Once this
was done, all the men went off to prepare
themselves for our own little parade in
commemoration of our comrades who had given
their lives in battle.

There we met Maj Chris Bisset, G5 HQ RC{C),
who has been most helpful and we decided then
to conduct a Memorial Service in the form we
practise every year at The Act of Remembrance.
All the men performed admirably and we even
managed to sound The Last Post and The
Reveille as is played each year at the national
service. This was hastily put together by Cpls
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Lt Col Fraser with Sgt Jaya Prakash Rai, his wife
Sharda Kumari Rai and their son Prashanta Rai

BUILDING WORKS AND THE QMs WORLD
Work has begun in earnest and visible signs of progress are, well,
visible. The G4 and Sp Sqn compound is now full of dividing
walls, shelves and clothing stacked upon them; the foundations
for the Gurkha Temple are in and the Sgts' Mess Annex is well
underway. Next will be the Troop Offices and the work on the
Garages (power, lighting and cages). Beyond the main project,
letters and briefs have paid off and the Single Living
·Accommodation is now being re-painted, re-carpeted and the
fitted furniture repaired. By the time Sqns arrive (and by the time
you read this) the blocks will be ready to receive all of the Regt
personnel. Rooms remain the same size they were (we cannot
work miracles) - a tad small - but for the money people will be
paying (grade 4), they will be in good order and a huge
improvement on what they were. With White Goods in place and
additional space being found through developing relationships we
are getting there (SLAM Minus!)

IMPLEMENTATION TEAM AND FRIENDS LUNCH

Lt Col Mark Baines OBE presents medal to Sig Dang

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2007

SSM Sp, W02(SSM) Daz Collins, organised a lunch on 9 Nov
for the Officers and Seniors of the Team and the key people
involved in forming the Regt in Stafford including the IS Sqn, the
Contractors, 143(WM) Bde DCOS and Infrastructure staff from
143(WM) Bde and 5 Div. It was our first formal function as a
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Maj Smith and Cpl Whelan preparing the clothing store
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STATION COCKTAIL PARTY
Keen to ensure the new face of MOD Stafford was presented to
the local community, the Station Cocktail Party was a key event
hosted by all Officers in Station at the Officers' Mess. A large
part of the work was done by the 21C (who will become the first
Army PMC in Feb 07) along with a large amount of sp from the
RSM together with soldiers from the team shepherding guests
and sprucing the place up.
Sp from 34(Northern) Sig Regt in the form of a band and from 21
Sig Regt I 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn in the form of Pipers and Gurkha
Dancers ensured that the evening had a grand Royal Signals
flavour. The Station Commander, Col Charles Turner's speech
highlighted the changing times but also the enduring place of the
RAF at Stafford.
Soldiers from 22 Signal Regiment Implementation Team march
through Stafford Town Centre for Remembrance Day

dealing with general jobs to try and
establish the baseline within Ops for the
Regt. The QM(T) Capt Darrell Skimming
is now working with his team, other units
and various IPTs in Bristol to try and
establish a UET that makes sense - key to
this is the cos intent to re-design the
Echelon and C2 piece of the Regt in 07 to
prepare ourselves culturally and physically
for FALCON - which will clearly be more
widely dispersed and hence need a very
different C2 and Echelon from a GS
Ptarmigan Regt! Visits from CSDC and
LAND have added support to this objective
but until the Medical Centre has re-opened
the Ops Team can not check whether the
CO is, in fact, verging on insane!

REMEMBRANCE EVENTS IN STAFFORD

CHRISTMAS EVENTS

Despite small numbers, the Team played a major role in Stafford
and the surrounding areas Remembrance Week events, organised
by W01(RSM} Olly Reed we provided "tin shakers" from the
Team to work with the British Legion throughout the week raising much interest (and cash) in town.

The Festive Season always makes for a
large slice of social activity and being part
of an Implementation Team does not
distract from the fact that a fair compliment
of Team Lunches and bonding take place in
keeping with tradition. The 'Senior Subby',
Maj Dougy Wright has been keeping our
current 'Troopies' - OC Sp, QM(A), Ops Offr,
QM(T), RAO/Det Comd and OC LAD in check during all of the
functions!

In close consultation with RAF Tactical Supply Wing, we provided
a marching party to Stafford, which attended wreath laying
ceremonies and did a march past with TSW through Stafford with
the salute taken by the Mayor, the Stn Comd , the CO and OC
TSW.

We will all be heading off for a well earned Christmas break and
returning in early January - conscious that a few weeks will pass
in no time and in February we will be gladly welcoming new
personnel when both 222 Sig Sqn and 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn will
be pitching up ....

The 21C and RQMS(A), W02 Russ Heynes, deployed to the next
local major town, Stone, and the Ops Offr ended up taking the
salute from veterans and cadets just up the road in Leek.

greeted us all with the same courteous familiarity as if we had
been parted for just a short while. We came from far and wide
and were soon deeply involved in reliving past experiences as
well as reviving the old inter Squadron/Departmental rivalries. It
must be said that the rather genteel coffee was quickly deserted
in favour of the bar.
By lucky coincidence, the Regt is in the process of being reformed and we were pleased to be joined by Lt Col Neil Fraser
and the Adjt Capt Jamie Balfour and Helen, his wife. I wonder
if they knew what they were letting themselves in for.

22 SIGNAL REGIMENT - THE OLD MEET THE NEW

"It was the best of times. It was the worst of times". The Cold
War still smouldered on and industrial unrest stirred at home.
However, for we few, we happy few, serving with 22 Sig Regt in
Lippstadt during the early eighties, the good far outweighed the
bad.

Stafford Station Annual Cocktail Party - Gurkha Piper, Cpl Milan

MANNING AND EQUIPPING THE REGIMENT
The Adjutant and Ops Offr are busy working out how to grow the
Team into a fledgling Regt against some pretty demanding targets
- not least of which is a Forecast of Events which from April 07
(when we are at IOC) looks daunting to say the least. The current
plan is to make clever use of mirrors to make it appear that the
Regt can in fact have more than one Main Effort and have vehs
on SPTA, Otterburn and charging across the West German plain
all at the same time. We are sure we will make it work but at the
moment its looks like a bit scary.

Lt Col Fraser, Col Turner and Cllr Mike Shone The Mayor of
Stafford at the Cenotaph in Stafford look on as a Polish Veteran
salutes the memorial
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With little spare kit lying about Defence, providing green fleet
FFRs and GS for Sp Sqn and 217 is proving a small challenge.
Luckily we have some QGS manpower able to help out at the
moment in the form of SSgt Somras Tamang and Sgt Suresh
Gurung who have been doing vehs, compiling the FoE, and
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Under the tutelage of (the then) Lt Col John Almonds (AKA The Jolly Green Giant), we learned how to do things the right way
and only the right way. In barracks or on ex, logical and practical
SOPs directed us all down the paths of righteousness. This is
not to say that we were schooled as automatons. Far from it, as
our leader had a pragmatic bent and was always ready to adapt
his methods, if and only if, you could prove there was a better
way. Furthermore, the same rigorous standards of excellence
were expected on the field of sport and while socialising. "You
will enjoy yourself" was as much a command too.
Thus, it came as no surprise that a quarter of a century later,
when the call to arms came - actually - to hold a reunion, there
was a very willing response.
Brig John , in an unholy alliance with a select band of his former
senior acolytes, decided that officers and their spouses should be
invited to meet again, relive the experiences of the past, and
create a whole new legend. Those on parade were to include
those who served in the Regt at the time and were later
commissioned.
After a great deal of hard work, a very good number paraded at
midday on Saturday 18 November at the Crowne Plaza Hotel
within the NEC complex near Birmingham. It should be noted,
that the vast majority of those attending, arrived well in advance
of the stated time. The CO ably aided and abetted by Marion,
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As things started to blur, we were invited to pose for a group
photograph and (shades of Vogelsang) were soon draped all over
the vertiginous stairway before going in to lunch. The happy
banter continued and I am rather saddened to report that there
were no bun fights or similar mischief amongst the younger
element, some of whom, it must be admitted, are now also
approaching their dotage.

After lunch, we were treated rather belatedly to "Orders" which
included reference to those who were sadly unable to attend due
to ill health, prior engagements and simply great distance. The
stage was then set for Lt Col Fraser to brief us on the progress
being made in re-forming the Regt at Stafford. We do of course
wish the re-formed Regt all the very best and hope they enjoy
themselves as much as we did. It is hoped that a good number
of us will be able to attend the Open Day next summer. ·
Following lunch, I am pleased to say that the bar staff were
thoroughly tested until well into the early hours before bidding
fond farewells.
Special thanks must go to Rodney Clare for finding such a
splendid venue, liaising with the staff and setting the appropriate
lofty tone.
Chris Urquhart also deserves our immense gratitude for the
hard work he put in locating us all and communicating the plan.
I am sure that we won't have to wait another 25 years before the
next similar event.
If anybody would like copies of the photographs that were taken
or any other contact information please visit my website at:
and leave a message on the guest
book. - Nigel Cory
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Lt Col DB Warne

RSM

W01 (RSM) JS McGaw

would leave their bayonets. Our thanks go to the Bulkington War
Memorial Club for hosting us and giving members of 30 Sig Regt
the opportunity to remember our fallen comrades.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SMAJ

Maj J DUCKWORTH
W02(5SM) M Wilford

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY BULKINGTON PARADE
- by Cpl Paul Saunders
Remembrance Sunday arrived once more, which gives us the
chance to honour those who fell during the past and present
conflicts, in order that we may enjoy the standard of living at
home that still exists to this day.
Sp Sqn, 30 Sig Regt were once again given the opportunity to
join the ceremonial parade marching through the nearby small
town of Bulkington to its parish church for the Service of
Remembrance. In preparation for this, our Sqn spent a week
practising its rifle drill ready for the upcoming event. This was a
task that proved a bit trickier than expected, as it was discovered
that many of those chosen for the squad had not performed rifle
drill for quite some time, as Cpl Mike Davies managed to prove
quite convincingly.
Eventually the day arrived and a few facts were noticed by our
SSM as we turned up in our No 2 dress uniform. Firstly it
appeared that Cpl Gemma Gillard had decided not to wear her
Afghan medal since she is due to be promoted and being a
skinflint didn't want to pay for the medals to be fitted before
putting her uniform in for tailoring. This said poor Cpl Alex
Centeno was the only Cpl to be on the parade without a medal.
Not that he got any stick for that of course.
Finally the parade set off on its march to the parish church. The
parade comprised all manner of establishments. From the very
young Cubs, Scouts and Girl Guides, right up to the older
generation of retired forces veterans.
We marched behind the veterans, who were of course still very
smart and orderly in their marching, but were unfortunately no
longer capable of maintaining the stride of the serving members,
so our Drill Sgt, Sgt Rob Godfrey had to drastically cut short our
pace to prevent us running them over before we could reach the
church. The ceremony went without a hitch except for the
church 's ancient heating system which seemed to want to voice
its own opinions, with its pipes screeching like a gcose gone
mad.

250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj J Anderson
W02(SSM) Lok

ourselves", our guide suddenly raced across the desert to stop
me as I was apparently sat on top of a Saudi racing camel, which
once released would not have stopped till it was in Rum! Once
back in Rum we met out Jordanian bus/racing driver who did the
2 hr journey to Petra in a rusting old bus in around half the time.
This raised the pulses of most of the exped more then the wolf
spider spotted earlier in the week.

then moving ashore; and Ex XENON MERCURY where the Tp will
deploy to Mozambique. JTFHQ continues to be a large
commitment for the Tp and the Sqn, especially being on R1 for
nearly a year.

Petra was an amazing place to visit, but during Ramadan there
was little choice of watering holes that we could visit. The
Treasury that featured in Indiana Jones, the Last Crusade, is by
far the most well preserved building there. It was awe inspiring to
wonder how these buildings were cut straight from the rock face.
Many thanks from all members of the exped go to our Jordanian
guides, and to Lt Finch for organizing this once in a lifetime trip.

oc

EXERCISE LAWRENCE DRAGON - JORDAN
- by LCpl J Ashfield

VICTOR TROOP - 250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON WITH
JTFHQ ROLE - by Capt AD Morris

On 9 October, 6 members of 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn led by Lt
Finch headed to Jordan, a remote Arabian country in the heart of
the Middle East. The flight from Heathrow was uneventful and
was mainly taken up by the senior members of the party stocking
up on whisky in the duty free for the nights in the desert. On our
arrival at our hotel near Amman, we promptly headed to the bar
and set up camp taking in the local delights of 'shisha' (using a
hookah pipe) to see us through to the next day for the long drive
down to the Dead Sea and eventually the Wadi Rum dessert.

Victor Tp, 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn is currently the Cl Sp Tp to the
Joint Task Force Headquarters (JTFHQ). The majority of the pers
in the Tp are held at R1 (48 hrs NTM). The role requires the Tp to
provide the Staff Working Environment (SWE), the Information and
Communication Systems (ICS) and a degree of comd sp to up to
35 staff officers of the Joint Force Headquarters (JFHQ). The
JTFHQ, under the Comd Joint Force Operations (CJFO) is the
head of the Joint Rapid Reaction Force (JRRF), and is designed
to command the UK contingent of an op deployment.

The drive down to Wadi Rum was broken up with stops at both
the Dead Sea and a Crusader city at Karak, where we stopped
for lunch. Once we arrived in Wadi Rum village, we where
directed to our host, Attayak's house. He is incredibly
knowledgeable about the local area and its climbing techniques.
The following 6 days where spent trekking around the desert,
taking in some of the springs and shelters that Lt Col TE
Lawrence used during the Arab Revolt of WWI. Each day was
broken up with trekking and scrambling up to the top of some of
Jordan's highest peaks, which offered spectacular views of the
lunar-like, desert landscape below.

In terms of ICS, the Tp currently holds a Cormorant Local Area
Support (LASp) detachment and a Cormorant Core Element (CE)
detachment, as well as a Joint Operational Command System
(JOGS) Main Deployable server. This provides a number of
services to the staff officers, including voice, a computer with
messaging, comd tools such as mapping and Microsoft Office,
Video Tele-Conferencing (VTC), formal messaging, point-to-point
fax , PJHQ.com and the Royal Navy's MMars.

Thankfully during the treks across the desert we had both our
guide, Attayak and Suriman, our personal chef/ porter to
support us. Suriman's meals where sensational in their own
right, but a hot cup of Bedouin tea and biscuits at the end of the
day always put a smile on our faces. During this phase we
stumbled across several dangerous species including a wolf
spider, a luminous scorpion and Dung Beatie. These led to Cpl
Robinson carrying out Sm and 20m checks before he would
enter his sleeping bag at night, much to the amusement of the
team.
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Victor Troop setting up JTFHQ

The visit to Petra
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Maj DR Parkinson
W02(SSM) S Robinson

EXERCISE MERCURY RISING - by Cpl Gallagher
Ex MERCURY RISING was a TA ex designed to test the Aerostat
capability over both fibre and satellite. The main aim for the Tp
was to deploy the VSC 501 (E) as it had not been used by the Sqn
for some time.
The ex started with a difficult pre-deployment phase running over
the allotted time. Our problems were compounded on the drive
to Hullavington with the 501 overheating. Things did however get
a little better once we married up with 2 Sig sqn(v). Unfortunately
bad weather meant the Aerostat could not be deployed, which
was disappointing as none of the crew had seen it before,
although 2 Sqn seemed delighted with Alpha Tp.
With all the technical problems we had with eqpt, the ex became
more challenging. It was good to see some different comms
eqpt, 2 Sqn definitely had a lot of Gucci kit, unlike our 501 .

CADRE COURSE - by Sig Herbert
This autumn's Cadre course took place at Bramcote and
Sennybridge. The PFT, CFT and entry exam all took place within
Bramcote before we moved to Sennybridge. Mil Skills lessons
and PT sessions including a gun run, and a 4km insertion march
to the ranges in CEFO. Just for fun, the cadre also tabbed up
and over Pen-Y-Fan. During the ex period we took part in
Harbour Drills, night navigation, recess and received orders from
Lt Mathews; there was also a live fire anti-ambush thanks to
SSgt O'Mahoney. The ex culminated in an attack on the skills
house by the whole pl. After returning to camp we took part in
8hrs drill, a pass off parade and then a well earned drink in the
Himali club with 21C Regt and RSM. The night also saw Sig Cox
presented the 'best endeavour' award.

30 Sig Regt embarked on another daring feat of physical and
mental endurance, widely recognised as the UK's premier infantry
competition.

Following the church service, the parade once again assembled
outside ready for the march back to the Bulkington War Memorial
Club, where everybody would be able to socialize and exchange
stories with past and present serving forces members.

Here the parade ended; the rifles were returned to the unit and
the pers got to enjoy a few pints without worrying where they

SSM

CAMBRIAN PATROL - by Sig Fuller

On our final day in the desert we had arranged for a camel ride to
take us back to Rum village. All was going well until we decided
to release our camels from each other and "have a go at it

Unfortunately this is where disaster struck. Up until now the drill
had gone without any apparent flaws, but as our SSM began to
give the command for the most basic of 'Left' turns at the halt,
Sig MacDonald must unfortunately have heard the beer calling
and turned to the right which had a knock on effect and a few of
us, including myself embarrassingly, turned in the same direction.
Try and live that one down. Anyway, once the cringing had
stopped, the parade marched off and gave the obligatory eyes
right to the assembled dignitaries on the route of the march and
reached the Bulkington War Memorial Club, thankfully with no
more mistakes.

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

As Victor Tp is on R1 , it is always ready for an op deployment,
with all pers and eqpt kept at constant state of readiness.
However, trg continues at all times. The Tp has recently
deployed on Ex GHAR KHUKURI in October 06, when the Tp
practised deploying, building, sustaining and recovering the HQ.
Future planned exs include Ex AQUATIC NEXUS, where the Tp
will practi&e deploying the HQ afloat onboard HMS Ocean and
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We mounted the happy bus midday Monday and headed for
Sennybridge. The culmination of 4 weeks trg; it was make or
break time! We awoke at 0400hrs on Tuesday, weary eyed and
bemused at having to wake us up at stupid o'clock. We promptly
packed our kit and departed for the start line. At the DOP we
were met by 2 very cold inf soldiers who gave us another grid;
this turned out to be the norm. Once our kit was checked and
marked, Lt Kitson received his orders. From here we moved
into a harbour area where we built a model in preparation for Lt
Kitson's orders. We grabbed our kit, were bundled into a white
van and taken to our start point and we were off to our first check
point some 14km away. Despite the ground, we made good time
and met our agent while other teams were visibly struggling. The
agent gave us some int on the current enemy forces and a new
grid; after a quick drink and a biscuit brown we were off.
At the next checkpoint, instead of 1 grid we were given 3, the
third being another agent meet, with only 17 hrs to get there! The
first checkpoint soon passed, the next was an LUP, and as we'd
really pushed ourselves, we managed to get our heads down for
a much needed 4 hrs. At 0500hrs we made our way to the agent
meet and once there we grabbed some water as the boss briefed
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the sect that the final task was a CTR on enemy occupied
buildings. Once complete we made our way to the finish point.

258 SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj JS Hiorns
W02(SSM) OW Bursus

Finally the hardest 48 hrs of our lives was over! We managed to
overcome some fairly significant odds, and were awarded a well
deserved bronze medal.

D TROOP - EXERCISE VOLVIC DRAGON - by Sgt AFA Fafinski

BATTLE CAMP

TpOC
SS gt

Lt J Horton
SSgt S Preece

Battle Camp took place at Warcop Trg Camp over a period of 10
days of mainly Range packages starting from grouping and
zeroing and progressing up the live shoot ranges to IBSR and Fire
Team live shooting. During the ex phase of the camp we took part
in night navigation ex (navex), 24 hr sect competition; consisting
of a hill walk with comd tasks set at checkpoints and a road
navex.

In October, Delta Tp departed on an AT ex in the Central Massif
region of France. The ex started with a gruelling 18 hr minibus
journey from Bramcote to Le Mont Dor in central France. The lads
were relishing the prospect of testing their bi-lingual prowess,
none more than Sgt Danny Shovelton , who while trying to order
at a McDonalds in French, was told by a spotty teenager to "just
speak English! It's easier"!

The camp also signalled a big change in the Sqn; SSM Eastman
was leaving us and SSM Robinson coming in. He arrived in time
to see 3 Sect being given the winner's prize. And after some hard
cleaning up of the camp, we recovered back to Bramcote.

The first day's walk saw us gently acclimatise to our local
surroundings by doing a 20km tab up a height twice the size of
Ben Nevis!

After a few hard months of exs, 256 were given a well earned AT
package to South Cerney, During the space of 8 days we took
part in Cycling, Clay Pigeon Shooting, Hill Walking, Rock
Climbing, and Orienteering with the QC Sqn, Maj Parkinson.
Cpl Steve Williams and Sig Tim Jones proved to be handy
with the shot guns and even gave SSgt Martin Barringer a run
for his money.
The CO's Cadre course took place just a few weeks ago, starting
at Bramcote and then moving on to Sennybridge Trg Camp. PFT,
CFT and entry exam all took place at Bramcote and then we
moved out to Sennybridge, where lessons progressed on to Mil
skills with PT sessions including Gun Run, Trim Trail and 4km
insertion to the ranges with CEFO.
Just for the fun of it the Pen-Y-Fan walk over the mountain range
was also thrown in for good measure. During the ex period of 4
days and 3 nights, we took part in Harbour Drills, Night Nav,
Recces and receiving orders from Lt Mathews (QC Cadre
course) also live fire anti ambush drills thanks to SSgt
O'Mahoney, culminating in the final attack on the skills house by
apl.

The lads took it in turns to navigate legs around the route, which
included a lunch break at a very picturesque lake with our prebought pack lunches of bread and cheese. The next day saw us
climb the 2 major peaks in our location which made up the Mont
Dore ski resort, with some of the guys struggling to climb up this
section of the walk we were amazed to see 2 crazy guys on
mountain bikes attempting the same peak!
The 3rd day was a travelling day to our second location, although
it was another gruelling day in the minibus it was a welcome relief
to some limbs! Wednesday saw some of the worst weather we
had experienced so far, at the peak of our walk we encountered
heavy winds and hail stones, only to find that when we dropped
into the valley the temperature rose to 25 degrees!
With night time activities limited because of our remote location
and a severe lack of bars, a Delta Tp poker school began to
emerge. Sig Jones seemed to have the most success whilst
Cpl Paul Colling was having his bluff called at every
opportunity! The final day saw the Tp break up into small teams
for a micro navigation ex, this day saw the most fun with Sig
Jones and Sig McKeown both managing to electrocute
themselves on a high voltage electric fence.

Friday brought the punishing 18 hr drive back home, with just
enough time to stop off at the fish and chip shop in Dover which
was a welcome treat from eating bread and jam everyday!
Everyone enjoyed the ex and got a lot of well needed map
reading practice, hill walking ex and a crash course in speaking
French! All in all a good week's trg!

English-themed pub, using his James Bond accent. Other
activities included a tour of the Kingston Penitentiary Museum
including a demonstration of an historic ducking stool by Sig
Scott Essam, previously used as corporal punishment,
sometimes with fatal results. To display some British culture to
our hosts, we took on the CFJSR 5-a-side football team and after
a close battle, we triumphed in the end, beating them 6 - 5.

ECHO TROOP - EXERCISE GLOBAL MAPLE 06

Finally, as R&R, we made a day-trip to see the majestic Niagara
Falls. No visit to Canada would have been complete without
attending an ice-hockey match and we watched an Ontario
Hockey League match between the local Kingston Frontenacs
and the Soo Greyhounds.

- by Cpl B Morgan

Lt S Witcher
SSgt P Coxon

TpOC
SSgt

On October 15 2006 after 36 hrs of travelling, 15 intrepid men of
Echo Tp, 258 Sig Sqn, arrived at Canadian Forces Base (CFB)
Kingston, Ontario for Ex GLOBAL MAPLE 06. The primary aim of
each GLOBAL ex is to test the tp involved in its op role during an
independent, overseas deployment. In this instance, it was
decided to schedule the ex to coincide with the annual CF
Communications and Electronics Branch Professional
Development Week, wh•ch would allow Echo Tp to demonstrate
its capabilities to a wide range of CF pers. The comms phase
consisted of establishing a HQ based on TALON SATCOM and
CORMORANT transit-cased trunk dets. The ex was very kindly
hosted by the Canadian Forces Joint Signal Regiment (CFJSR)
who provided power, tentage, tpt and fuel throughout.
The build phase of the ex lasted 4 days and included successfully
achieving an interface between CF generators and our comms
installations. Once the HQ was constructed and powered,
engineering of SATCOM, trunk links and tails continued until it
was time to host visitors from the Professional Development
Week who all wanted to see Cormorant in action. Visitors
included Senior Officers and WOs from all 3 Services. At the end
of the week it was time to tear down and this was carried out
during a brief blizzard in true British fashion.
The mil trg phase started with an opportunity for all pers to train
on and fire the CF individual wpn, the C-7 rifle {derived from the
M-16). After a morning of classroom lessons, we all successfully
completed the Canadian Wpn Handling Test. Following a morning
on the SAT range, it was time to attempt the CF Personal Wpn
Tests 1 and 2 (equivalent of our APWT), firing at ranges of 1OOm
and 200m. Most of the firers achieved Marksman scores,
including Sig Rick Childs who got top marks and LCpl Dave
Meaney, who ranked 2nd. As the test was taken in weather that
reminded us of home (a heavy downpour), it was no surprise that
we all passed. One of the highlights of the shoot was watching
Cpl Jone Roqara in full PTI flow as he dispatched a Canadian
Master Sgt to double back to the ammo point and pick up more
rounds for the next detail.
Perhaps the highlight of the ex was the 24hr initiative test for
which we were given a list of tasks to be achieved in and around
the city of Kingston. Several teams used their charm and powers
of persuasion to obtain luxury hotel rooms free-of-charge for the
night, tours on a Fire Department rescue boat and Cpl Brian
Morgan even managed to record a radio commercial for an

FOXTROT TROOP LONDON VISIT - by LCpl Cowen
TpOC
SS gt

Lt JEG Barr
SSgt PW Griffiths

Since the new Tp SSgt came into the hot seat, SSgt 'Paul'
Griffiths has been eager to keep the boys and girls entertained,
so by arranging a trip to London he was sure to do the trick. On
16- 17 October 06, Foxtrot Tp took to the road for a 2 day
London experience, where they were to visit the Imperial War
Museum and the Houses of Parliament.
On arrival at Uxbridge we took to the underground in search of
the Imperial War museum. This museum houses many pre and
post war artefacts but what seemed to interest the Tp the most
was the history of the Holocaust. The Holocaust exhibition,
containing many intriguing and disturbing facts as well as
memorabilia that has survived the harsh times of Hitler, was by far
the most interesting and moving exhibit in the museum to date.
Once educated with some fascinating history, we headed off for a
late lunch before catching the tube train back to Uxbridge where
we all looking forward to a tipple on the town. The following
morning was an early start with the hustle and bustle of the
London rush hour to get to the Houses of Parliament on time for
our tour. As a group of us approached the Houses of Parliament,
Sig 'Mick' Masson was surprised to discover that he was
actually looking at 'Big Ben'. Bless!
The tour gave us an insight into of what takes place within the
luxurious walls of Government. It enabled us to go into both the
House of Lords and House of Commons and see what is
normally only seen on TV. The tour covered everything from the
green leather chairs, where the Government and opposition
parties have their debates to the hundreds of years old paintings
that hang on the walls, making it a museum within in itself. After
the tour we had the opportunity of meeting our tour sponsor, the
local MP for Nuneaton, Mr Bill Olner. During this time the Tp
were able to ask a multitude of questions, which Mr Olner did
his best to answer in the way any MP would. Once finished at the
Houses of Parliament we had a few hours left to explore the
capital before heading back to Uxbridge and the drive back to 30
Sig Regt. Our educational trip to London was a perfect
opportunity to learn more about our government and explore the
sights of London.

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
ARMY

co
RSM

The last couple of months have been busy as ever for the Regt,
with individuals partaking in a multitude of activities, sports,
events and trg. A Battlefield Study to France, which was
generously supported by 2 (NC) Sig Bde, was a huge success
and attended by a good spectrum of ranks in the Regt. The CO
has continued her orienteering quest, completing a Planner

256 Squadron enjoying Battle Camp
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Lt Col SL Streete MBE TD
W01(RSM) McGrail
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Course and competing some more. The Regt has sent
individuals to a London Assembly Reception hosted by the Lord
Mayor to thank Reserve Forces members for their commitment
and service and in addition, numerous Regtl pers have received
medals or awards during the past 2 months.
As one would expect there have been a few social events. 41
(PLK) Sig Sqn organised an 'after duty drinks party' which was a
very Kendall affair, attended by some of our local Mayors and
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was just a shame that some individuals had to cancel their
attendance at the last minute - of course this would have nothing
to do with the heavy rain and strong wind which was accurately
forecasted . At the beginning of December, the Permanent Staff
Regulars (plus one NAPS - thanks to SSgt Baker) disappeared
off to Cardiff and the Brecon Beacons for a few days for some
team -bonding and trg. The event was organised by SSgt Steve
Blanks, our REME Artificer, and was well run although the
weather on Pen y fan was not particularly pleasant!
On 11 November, the Regt took part in the annual Lord Mayor's
Show in London with 41 Sig Sqn once again taking the lead.
More importantly however, the Regt excelled itself with its
commitment to the season of annual Remembrance. The Regt
formally took part in 9 different Remembrance Services on Sun
12 November, as well as having representatives at local Poppy
Appeal launches and RBL services during the days before and
after Remembrance Sunday. All members of the Regt who took
part should be justly proud of their support to past and present
servicemen.

REGIMENTAL HOCKEY
On 22 October, the Regt combined forces with 39 Sig Regt (V) to
send a male and a female team to the TA Inter-Unit Hockey
Championships. Both teams performed very well with the men
coming 3rd overall and the ladies picking up 2nd place and in so
doing were awarded with some very fetching bright yellow polo
shirts!

Sig Stephen Pratt does his best in a Command Task on Ex
CAPITAL STUDY

Lord Lieutenants. In addition the Officers' Mess had a very
successful 'formal supper' after their long awaited Mess Meeting,
where next year's Mess social diary was filled, and the WOs' and
Sgts' Mess had an excellent Christmas Ball at Southfields TA
Centre. The Officers also had their Annual Dinner Night for past
and present officers, which this year was held at the Honourable
Artillery Company. This was a wonderful evening with the guest
of honour being the Master of the Worshipful Company of
lnnholders. There have also been 2 Association dinners during
the past 2 months. 31 Sig
Regt Association held an
Oktoberfest Dinner at
Southfields and 56 Div (City of
London Signals) OCA held
their annual dinner night at the
Union Jack Club. The CO and
Adjt were both very kindly
invited as guests and there
was a good turnout of current
members of 83 Sp Sqn. The
guest of honour for the dinner
was Lt Col (Retd) Carl
Conlon, the General Secretary
of the RSA. Both were very
successful evenings and
should be recommended to all
serving and past Regtl
members.

The Regt also took part in the 6-a-side hockey, which was part of
the London District GOC 's Winter Sports Day. This took place in
Woolwich on Wednesday 29 Nov. Apart from 71 Sig Regt (V), who
fielded one female player; the Regt was the only mixed team in
the tournament. However, this was not going to affect our game
and the team played well throughout the day, despite not having
practised together and some of us not having played hockey for
a very long time! We would like to thank our guest player Lt
Sarah Trevellion from 39 Sig Regt (V) who helped us out to
make up a team and Cpl Paul McGarrity who drove us there
and then got roped into playing! A good, but tiring day was had
by all and the team achieved a very creditable 3rd equal place
with 71 Sig Regt (V) ... okay we were 4th on goal difference, but
some of our team did play for 71 as well!
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During the last year the Golf Society has had a mixture of
success and failure. As part of our association with the
Worshipful Company of lnnholders, the Regtl Society plays them
twice a year. The away game took place this autumn and the
Regt managed to gain a creditable draw with the lnnholders'
Team, but this allowed the lnnholders to retain the trophy. The
Regtl team actually had a chance of winning but due to the
nature of the game the little white ball just would not go where
the players wanted it to.
The team was made up of SSgt Willie Loch (Captain), SSgt
Baz Roberts, W02 Alex Wilkie, SSgt(YofS) 'Scouse' Lloyd,
SSgt Steve Blanks, SSgt Mick Lynn, Mr John Robson and
Capt Andy Haines.
In November, the Society played its monthly match at Merrist
Wood Golf Club near Guildford, with an excellent turnout
including the CO and half of RHQ. The prizes for the competition
were won as follows: Overall Winner - Sgt Mark Coates, Runner
Up - Mr John Robson, 'Nearest the Pin' - SSgt Willie Loch
and 'Longest Drive' - Capt Jez Wadia. The latter prize was a
little contentious as the Adjt didn't drive it that far but was the
only one who kept his ball on the fairway!

~~~~~~~,~~~;;

P

The Hockey teams of both 31 Sig Regt {\!? and 71 Sig Regt {\!? who were 3rd equal-ish!
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of the 1st Rifle Bde in the course of one morning, bringing to a
halt the whole of 7th Armd Div's advance. One really sobering
thing was that the points where Wittmann had stopped the night
before and the Sharpshooters had stopped on the way up to
Point 213 the next morning were literally only yards apart, and it
was from here that the battle proper started.
We had been lucky in obtaining the services of Maj Barry Lane
MBE TD PWRR to act as our guest speaker and his knowledge,
together with the fact that the aftermath of the battle had been
the subject of a German newsreel enabled us to pinpoint exactly
who was where on the day. It was this that really brought the
battle alive and enabled us to gain a thorough understanding of
what went right and what went wrong on the day.
After lunch the party moved onto the little British Cemetery at
Hottot les Bagues. The area around the cemetery was the scene
of some of the most savage fighting of the campaign. It was here
that the body of pte Harry Feltham of the Princess Louise's
Kensington Regt lies at rest. The Kensingtons are the forebears of
our 41 Sqn based at Coulsdon. Sig Carol MacMillan read out
the details that OC 41 Sqn had been able to glean from the Regtl
war diaries about pte Feltham's death. After this a wreath was
laid. As we paused for a moment in the sunshine to reflect, the
silence was unbroken except for birds singing in the distance.

The Society has also taken part in two London District
competitions. In the Spring Competition the Regt's A Team were
overall winners and the B Team came in a very respectable 3rd
place. In addition, the individual winner was SSgt Mick Stone,
the runner up was SSgt John Atherton and the winners of the
back 9 were W02 Wilkie and SSgt Don Garner. In the HAC
Charity Cup the Regt were runners up. All in all, it has been a
good period of golfing with standards improving the whole time.

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON (83 SUPPORT SQUADRON)

oc
SSM

Maj A Walton
W02 Harris

NORMANDY SIXTY TWO YEARS ON - by Capt Dutch Holland
Early morning on a clear crisp October day and 24 people are
standing on a deserted Normandy beach trying to imagine the
chaos that reigned there in June 1944. We were on Gold beach
in the British sector and the party from 31 Sig Regt was walking
the ground around the Mont Fleury Battery where the only VC
awarded on D Day itself was won by CSM Stan Hollis of the
Green Howards.
The tour began when the whole party met up at Portsmouth to
catch the overnight ferry to Caen. Good admin is key to a trip
like this and the idea of twin bedded cabins, so we could get
some sleep before an early start in the morning, had seemed like
a good idea. However there were some worried faces when on
entering the cabins, only one bed was to be found. Most of the
party felt that this was taking the idea of team bonding a little too
far! Luckily most found the second bed tucked away in the
ceiling after a few minutes searching .

There has of course been
some trg as well, with both
Sqn and Regt weekends. Of
note was Ex CAPITAL STUDY
which was held at Rollestone
Camp in Salisbury. This was a
weekend comprising of a miniJNCO cadre, along with a
Cpls, SNCOs and YOs study
weekend. It was a very
worthwhile weekend and it

REGIMENTAL GOLF

From the Mont Fleury Battery we moved to the Green Howards'
memorial at Crepon and then drove to a position on the high
ground at St Contest looking across to the airfield at Carpiquet,
the objective of the Canadian 9th Inf Bde on 7th June 1944. It
was here the 25th SS Panzer Grenadier Regt put in a classic
counter attack. The first 2 stands set the scene for the main part
of the study, an in-depth look at the action on the 12 - 14 June,
which took place in Villers-Bocage. At the start of this phase, we
spent some time on the high ground above Villers-Bocage at
Point 213 discussing the British plan for the breakout from
Normandy, the detailed plans for Op PERCH (the British plan to
take the town) and the forces available to both sides. The story
of the battle is well known; 4 German Panzers lead by the
German tank ace Michael Wittmann took out a sqn and the
RHQ of 4th CLY Yeomanry Regt (the Sharpshooters) plus A Coy
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Sig MacMillan laying a wreath on Pte Harry Feltham 's grave

Moving onto Bayeux we visited the War Museum which gives an
excellent overview of the entire Normandy campaign. It had been
a long day and the sight of the Novotel Hotel was a welcome
sight for all. The evening meal was laid out like a Regtl Dinner
and was enjoyed by all ranks. One of the defining moments of
the meal had to be the look on LCpl Yarde's face when those
immortal words "Grace please LCpl Yarde" echoed down the
table. As ever, he rose to the occasion! Acting on information
received, a stalwart few moved onto the Loch Ness club in
Bayeux after dinner. Most of the party made breakfast in the
morning although it has to be said conversation didn't exactly
flow as it normally does.
The last stand of the tour was at Cintheaux. It was here in
August 1944, whilst leading a counter attack against the British
during Op TOTALISE, that Michael Wittmann was killed. From
here it was back to Oustreham to catch the lunchtime ferry back
to the UK, a crossing only memorable for the sea state and the
sound of car alarms going off on the vehicle deck for most of the
voyage, although SSgt Loxley Trype managed to snooze
through most of it.
Certainly the aim of the study had been met. We could all see
that the manoeuvrist approach to warfare does work. But there
was more to it than just a dry, dusty look at an old battle. VillersBocage proved that determined action by a very small force can
have ramifications way beyond the localised battle they were
involved in.
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5(QOOH) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj C Murison
W02 M Taylor

As the new Sqn OC, you always want to :nake changes; this is
what tradition dictates, is it not? The new OC for 5(QOOH) Sig
Sqn, Maj Murison. was no different - woe betides a change in
tradition. Normally this entails a reshuffle of officers, or e•~n
SNCOs, but this was not enough for this OC. No, the TA Centre
has now changed beyond recognition, with a lot of work having
been put in by the soldiers and permanent staff. SSgt Steve
Welsh is a dab hand with the paint brush and the PSAO, Capt
Carl Jelfs, has supervised throughout. The works have included
the normal stuff of painting walls and moving pictures through to
painting the drill hall floor and of course the planting of bulbs
around the newly erected flag pole - well what else do you do
with a young officer than task him to dig a massive hole and fill it
with concrete - Lt Alex Orr did a great job! Then of course there
was the movement of the OC's office - the Sqn 21C, Capt David
Cornick, was very gracious between gritted teeth as he was
kicked out of his office! All this hard work, over and above the
normal Sqn work, has been worth it with the formal opening of
the TAC Drill Hall by the Mayor of Banbury, Cllr John
Donaldson.
The Sqn has also been able to present 2 Volunteer Reserve
Service Medals (VRSMs) to 2 of the unit's stalwarts - Lt Rupert
Cranston and the SSgt Matthews. This was kindly carried out
by the Hon Col for 5 (QOOH) Sig Sqn, Col J Bridgeman CBE
TD DL, at a ceremony at Banbury TAC. SSgt Mathews has
served in the Regulars and TA, now as SQMS, for over 30 years
making Lt Cranston's 12 years pale into insignificance!
The Sqn has said farewell to one of its infamous Tp Officers. Lt
Mike Curtis-Rouse, who has been in the Sqn for over 4¥2
years, was dined out in traditional style - including many stories
about his colourful life in the Sqn. Lt Curtis-Rouse was known
by many as the 'GOC of B Tp' in Oxford . We wish him well in 47
Sig Sqn - until he returns to his roots.

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND IN BANBURY

Relief Missions Charity based in Eastbourne. Mustard Seed
Relief Missions is an Eastbourne-based Christian charity which
supplies humanitarian aid to refugees, orphans and displaced
persons, mostly in Bosnia, Croatia, Romania and Ukraine, but
also in certain establishments in Britain.

5(QOOH) Sig Sqn had time to reflect and support the local
community over the Remembrance weekend as they took part in
a number of activities including supporting the local British
Legion in selling poppies in Banbury and Oxford, attending the
Cenotaph on 11 November and visiting the grave of a fallen
member who has been laid to rest in Banbury Cemetery; all this
in addition to leading the parade through Banbury on
Remembrance Sunday. Key participants for the weekend were
Sig Hitchins, who read in the church service, Sig T Dean , who
laid a wreath along with the OC, Maj Murison, and Sgt Milner,
who attempted to keep everyone in line during the wreath laying
ceremony.
The RSM, CO, W02 Paine, Capt Francis, OC and SSM 56 Sig
Sqn after the award ceremony

56 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Their work began in 1991 at the beginning of the Balkan war, and
the charity has maintained a continuous flow of aid to refugees in
Bosnia and Croatia since that time. In addition to routine
humanitarian aid, each Christmas since 1992 the charity has
operated the "Love-in-a-Box" appeal, in which people throughout
the country are invited to pack shoeboxes with Christmas gifts for
children.

Maj A Lamb
W02 S Hall

The Sqn has attested another 8 soldiers since October and
recruiting and retention remains the main effort in Eastbourne.
Seventeen soldiers are currently on their recruit trg weekends,
being held in Aldershot, and make up nearly a third of the whole
course. Several soldiers recently completed trade trg with 32 Sig
Regt M up in Edinburgh; so well done to Sigs Mark Bint,
Justin Goodchild, Linford Millen and Steven Pratt. We also
welcome Lt Peter Mapledoram fully to the Sqn after his
transfer from 63(SAS) Sig Sqn. He has now formally taken comd
of 884 Tp in Brighton.
The Sqn took part in ceremonies at both Eastbourne and
Brighton on Remembrance Sunday, with over 40 soldiers on
parade. A little work on the drill may be needed for next year but
the day passed off well and the Master Chef, W02 Steve
Howell, put on another fine curry lunch afterwards.
We welcomed the new Bde Comd to Eastbourne in early
December for one of his first official visits as the new Comd 2
(NC) Bde. Brig D Hargreaves kindly presented 3 soldiers with
their Op TELIC medals and 2 soldiers with their Volunteer
Reserve Service medals. Congratulations to Pte Steven Jukes,
LCpl Gavin Dalton and Cpl Gareth Hulin for their Iraq awards
and also to Cpl Justin Hewett and Sgt Paul Hawes for 10 yrs
exemplary service for the TA. The Comd was also presented with
a small gift from the Sqn - a Dr Who annual. What more could a
committed 'Whovian' ask for?
We sadly soon say farewell to our Sqn Comd, Maj Anthony
Lamb, who after 8 years with 56 Sqn is mobilising to go off to
Bosnia as OC 97 Sqn for probably the last roulement to Bosnia
by the Royal Signals TA. We wish him all the very best and would
like to thank him for his many years of service.

We all look forward to the festive season but our thoughts
particularly will be with SSgt Kenny Foxwell currently on an op
tour in Afghanistan working with the TIGER team.

SQUADRON CHARITY WORK
One Tuesday evening trg night in October, 50 soldiers from 56 Sig
Sqn M mounted up and moved to the HQ of the Mustard Seed

These are then loaded and transported by Mustard Seed to areas
of need, and distributed by Mustard Seed personnel. Annually,
just over 60,000 shoeboxes are handed out in this way, in
schools, churches, refugee camps, orphanages and hospitals in
Croatia, Bosnia, Romania, Ukraine and Iraq.
Soldiers checked and supplemented the contents of donated
"shoe boxes" and packaged them into cartons for 'palletising '
and shipment abroad. Whilst the SQMS, John Atherton ,
supervised the checking, the PSI, SSgt 'Mac' Macginness and
the Tech PSI, Sgt Parkinson supervised unloading and loading.
Cpl Paul Renaud put his years of civilian warehouse experience
into good practice by overseeing the final packaging. All in all the
Sqn packed 180 cartons (7 pallets worth) in 90 mins.

33rd SIGNAL REGIMENT
42 (CITY OF MANCHESTER) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj AJ Quinn
W02 K Westall

REMEMBRANCE DAY - 2006
The Annual Service of Remembrance was held at the Cenotaph in
St Peter's Square, Manchester on Sunday 12 November. 42 Sqn,
together with all other mil units and service organisations in the
Greater Manchester area, formed up in Peter Street before
marching to the Cenotaph for the Service conducted by the
Bishop of Manchester, The Rt Rev Nigel McCulloch. At the
conclusion of the Service, the parade, led by the band of the RE,
marched past in front of the Town Hall, where the salute was
taken by the Lord Mayor, Cllr John Smith, the Lord Lieutenant

and senior representatives of the Army, RN, RAF, the Kings Regt
and the Reserve Forces.
The Sqn then returned to the TA Centre at Norman Road for a
wreath laying ceremony by the Chairman of the Manchester
Branch of the RSA, Mr Ron Taylor. After this short ceremony,
the Association members sat down with the Sqn and their wives
and families for the traditional curry lunch.

MEDAL PRESENTATION
A medal presentation ceremony was held at Norman Road TA
Centre during the drill night on Tuesday 14 November. The CO, Lt
Col Bill Adsett, kindly agreed to present various medals to
members of the Sqn, from the OC downwards, and afterwards to
make two further presentations.

Two members of the Sqn recently received their Lord Lieutenant's
meritorious Service awards from the Lord Lieutenant of East
Sussex, Mrs Phyllida Stewart Roberts OBE. W02 Jim
Paine and Capt Keiron Francis attended the ceremony held at
103 Bn REME and the CO, RSM, OC and SSM of 56 Sig Sqn all
seemed to enjoy the evening!

Major Andy Quinn leads 42 Sig Sqn (1.1 through Manchester City
Centre during the Remembrance Sunday Parade
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The medal ceremony in the Sgts' Mess. SSgt Hanna, Maj Quinn,
CO, Lt Martin, Sgt Duffin, LCpl Walsh, Cpl Porter, SSgt Frew,
LCpl Dolan, Cpl Green
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The personnel who received medals are listed below:
Maj Andy Quinn
SSgt Mick Hama
Sgt Paul Duffin
Cpl Stewart Green
Cpl Martyn Porter
LCpl Peter Walsh
LCpl Tony Dolan

orphanage and has raised money to supply them with clothes
and toys.

- The Efficiency Medal (Territorial) (TD)
- The Vol1.J1teer Reserve Service Medal (VRSM)
- Clasp to the Efficiency Medal (fenitorial) 1982.

- The Iraq Medal.
- The Iraq Medal
- The Iraq Medal
- The Iraq tyledal

At the end of the medal ceremony the CO presented Lt Glen
Martin with his commissioning scroll and SSgt Jimmy Frew
with his Corps Coarse Fishing Angling Colours.

SANDHURST EXPERIENCE - JULY 2006
- by 2Lt Hazel Ashton
The telecoms giant, Marconi's emotive and inspirational
advertising slogan, asks, "What will your fi nest hour be?"
It's been food for thought in my 2 hr long journeys down to
Officer Trg in Grantham. Each and every- time, I pictured myself
on the Parade Square at The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst
and wondered whether that would be 'my finest hour', if I ever
made it.

WESTALL'S WARRIORS
The Sqn SSM, W02 Kevin Westall, ran the Sqn Recruiting
Team before becoming the Sgt Maj. He strong ly believes in
leading by example and has amply demonstrated this by
recruiting 4 members of his family into the Sqn! At the moment,
3 of his nephews and a niece are serving members and very
shortly 3 more nephews, James Mcvean, Luke Westall and
Sam Westall are lined up t o join as soon as they are old enough.
Sgt M aj Westall has been with the Sqn since 1985 and holds
the Efficiency Medal Territorial with Clasp. He is a native of
Reddish in Stockport and is employed as the British
Telecommunications Customer Manager for Manchester North.
He comes from a staunchly Catholic Irish family and has lots of
brothers and sisters, hence the ready supply of nephews and
nieces! His son Tommy is also desperate to join while his father
is still the SSM but as he us only 11 years old,he may have to be
disappoint ed for some time yet.

been successful. Of the 63 that started the course, 51 were
commissioned. Remembering that so many who begin the officer
training DEPO schemes don't make it all the way to the end,
makes me realise how lucky and also how determined I have
been.
So, was it that image of the Parade Square that kept me going
and was that 'my finest hour?' Some things you just can 't
answer until long after the event. I think It will certainly be up
there in my all time favou rite moments but I also think that it's the
thought of having other fantastic opportunities that makes you
reserve judgement about whether it was the ultimate. You never
know what new challenge lies round the next corner.

with the TA, fresh from 6 months on ops in Kandahar,
Afghanistan, and they live in Sharston, Manchester.
Also, Sig Chelsea Witkowski transferring in from 58 Sig Sqn M
at Newcasle under Lyme, Spr Douglas Veitch transferring from
75 Eng Regt M at Failsworth, Manchester and Pte Tony Findlay
transferring from 4 Para M at Pudsey near Leeds. They are all
wished a happy and successful time with the Sqn.
It is farewell to SSgt Jimmy Frew, the outgoing regular RR PSI.
Jimmy, a tough gritty Scot, was a great character and did a lot
for the Sqn on the mil and trade trg fronts. He is training to be a
plumber in the Manchester area, so no doubt he will be seen
around from time to time. All ranks of the Sqn wish Jimmy and
his wife Gaynor every success in their new life in Civy Street.

WELCOME AND FAREWELL
It would represent 2 yrs of Officer Trg through the modular system
with trg weekends when my friends and family were having fun .
Missing weddings and birthdays, having early starts and late
night recce patrols, learning the 7 question combat estimate, pl
attacks, signals, map reading, ambush orders. Sweating in the
heat, shivering on cold nights and wondering how you ever let it
get this far. All you had wanted to do was just to try a bit of green
kit on and this was just the lead up to Sandhurst!
The course itself was a 3 week non-stop assessment for 2
complete pis of would-be officers, with an average of 5 hrs sleep
a night, excluding the nights in the field when there was
significantly less. I piled through 4000 calories a day, twice the
normal intake and on one of the hottest days of 2006, I drank my
way through 10 litres of water in between pl attacks. Needless to
say my Blues uniform had to be re-tailored to fit after the weight
loss!
I wondered how so much could rest on just a narrow 3 week
window of opportun ity to demonstrate you have the right stuff to
be a British Army Officer. Black Thursday is the day of judgement
in the final week, with some being told the bad news they'd not

A warm welcome is extended to SSgt Dean Wilkinson, the new
regular RR PSI, and his wife Claire. He arrives for his first tour

34th (NORTHERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

co
RSM

Lt Col DE Sixsmith TD
W01(RSM) Legg

49 (WEST RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

oc
N SSM

Maj Jenny Bowes
SSgt Mark Alexander

EXERCISE TROJAN WARRIOR
SSgt 'Woody' Wood and Sgt Stuart organised a vehicle-based
pre-deployment exercise weekend; with members of the Sqn
taking part in Iraq type scenarios on Gandale Trg Area.
Vehicle IED's, VCP 's and Anti-Ambush Drills being the main part
of the exercise, quite a lot of ammunition and pyrotechnics were
expended which made the weekend more realistic for all those
who took part. Also everyone survived the culinary delights of
SSgt (SQMS, Gordon Ramsay) Simpson . Sig Varley
commented; "A crazy experience, especially the machete charge
led by Capt Ferris!
Those that did attend felt the experiences gained over the
weekend were very worthwhile as some of the soldiers were
taking part in these types of scenarios for the fi rst time.

Sig William Westall, Sig Kaylee Southworth, SSM,
Sig John Mcvean, Sig Adam Southworth

And finally, congratulations to LCpls Sowden and Tony Dolan
on their selection for promotion on the recent Sqn promotion
board.

PERMANENT STAFF BONDING DAY
The Regular staff of 34 (Northern) Sig Regt enjoyed a day of sea
angling off the coast of Bridlington in Mid October! Organising
this fun packed day was Sgt "AJ" Walton in less than calm and
warm conditions it was no surprise then that the fish did not want
to be caught and that a number of individuals were slightly green
about the gills. It was a final opportunity to bid farewell to SSgt
"Kev" Young and welcome his replacement SSgt "Eve" Eden.

CONGRATULATIONS/WELCOME/GOODBYE
Congratulations to Lt Brad Hogg and 2Lt Luke Irving on their
commissions. Congratulations to Cpl Neil Malloy on receiving
the Lord Lieutenant's Certificate and to Cpl Norton on the birth
of her son Charlie. Welcome to 2Lt Kat Mee, SSgt Shilton,
SSgt Eden and SSgt Cattle. Welcome to Maj Jenny Bowes
as she takes up post as OC Squadron . Goodbye to Maj Keith
Williams, who has left the TA to spend quality time with his
family and Lt Brad Hogg who leaves us to be 21C of 90 Sqn.

50th (NORTHUMBRIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

OPERATIONS

EXERCISE TROJAN HORSE

Currently 5 members of the Sqn are on ops. Cpl Paula Scully
and LCpl Emma Warbu rton are due to return from Op TELIC 7
in January 2007 after completing a year at Basra Airport with
ECM Sp Tp, HQ MND (SE) and 20 AB Sig Sqn. LCpl Natasha
Pinnock has 6 months of a 12 month tour on Op TELIC 8 to
complete, with Rad Tp of the UK Log Sp Bn at Shaiba. Cpl
Dave Curtis has just deployed to Elmpt Station on the Dutch
German border on FTRS with 7 Sig Regt and will deploy to
Afghanistan in the New Year.

Under the veteran tuition of W02(SSM) Brad Hogg members of
49 Sig Sqn ventured northwards to Gandale Trg Area to
participate in a weekend of military skills and OBUA at Catterick
village. The activities included Breaking and Enteri ng , (with some
taking part in burglary as well) which culminated with sewer
fighting and a final battle exercise extravaganza of house to
house clearance/ fighting .

Sgt Alwyn Murray is undertaking his 6th tour on ops, which
must be a record for a TA soldier. He has completed tours on Op
OCULAS in Kosovo and Banja Luka and also served on Op
TELIC and HERRICK in Iraq and Afghanistan. He is currently
serving with 202 Armd Sqn as the alt custodian of TDA, Pristina
and the DSO of COMCEN Pristina supporting UKNSE (K) Comms
Systems. He uses his spare time to run a charity for a local
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This was followed by a Sunday morning abseil off a 60ft building .
Some points to note from this were Sig Seymour impressive
Kamikaze style sec attack instructed by Cpl Malloy yet Sig
Dawn was very efficient in getting Sig Seymour shot on quite a
few occasions not to mention Lt Chalmers re-enacting the
human torch from the film The Fantastic Four whilst on the
Molotov Coctail range.
2Lt Ashton wondering what she has got herself into
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All in all, the weekend was a success and was thoroughly enjoyed
by all who took part.
THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2007

Maj SA Smith
W02 (SSM) CA Phillips

Congratulations are due to Sgt John Wightman on receiving his
Volunteer Reserve Service Medal duri ng the visit of Col Turner,
Comd 12 Sig Gp, to the Sqn. Also to Cpl Graham Black on
receiving his OP TELIC 1
Medal from the Hon Col,
Brig Wood , who went on
to promote him to Sgt
Black - double
congratulations, and beers
all round. Farewell to W02
Les Middleton, who
leaves the TA after 23
years service and will be
sorely missed , and also to
SSgt Gaz Williams who
leaves the Regular Army to
take up a NAPS position
as SQMS HQ Sqn within
Sgt Wightman receives VRSM from
Col Turner
the Regt. Finally, adieu to
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Sgt Rob McCluskey, who deploys to Bosnia on Op OCULUS,
for another tour in his favorite Balkan resort.

prepare 2 Royal Ghurka Rifles (2 RGR) for ops as Spearhead
Land Element (SLE) which they will take on as a 7 month
commitment from March to September 2007.

EXERCISE DARDANELLES DELIVERANCE

I volunteered to be part of the Permanent Range Team (PRlj
which would be responsible for assisting 2 RGR through its live
firi ng package, working up from pairs fi re and maneuver up to live
coy attacks.
On 4 October all attached pers traveled to Sir John Moore
barracks at Shornecliffe Garrison Folkstone, there I met up with
Cpl Mac Mackay of 11 Sig Regt and LCpl Brad Bradley of the
Royal Engineers. After all the usual docs checks the baggage
was transported off and we flew out to Kenya arriving at Nairobi
international Airport at 1230hrs on06 October, after being
whizzed through check in we got on the coaches for the 4 hour
drive to Nanyuki Show Ground (NSG) which would be our main
base camp for the next 6 weeks.

Ex DARDANELLES DELIVERANCE was the £ 1)06 Regimental
Battlefield Study. Fol!owing a demanding resaarch period and
study day, 16 pers deployed to Gallipoli on 21 October for a 7
day study of the 1915 campaign.' Organised by Maj Smith, the
tour consisted of 4 days walking the battlefields of Helles, Anzac
and Suvla Bay led by Col {Retd) Chris Best our ex-AMS guide.
Having learned much of the campaign beforehand, it was simply
astounding to actually walk the terrain and through the remaining
trenches. Little could have prepared us for the tiny beaches on
which thousands of men were landed under heavy fire, or the
steep cliffs and narrow ravines up which they had to fight. The
accounts of actions along the peninsula brought home the
conditions under which the fighting took place, the front lines
being only 5 or 10 yards apart in places. The details of events
involving units such as: 1st Lancashire Fusiliers at W Beach - 6
VCs before breakfast; 1st Australian Brigade at Lone Pine; 3rd
Australian Light Horse Brigade at The Nek - immortalised in the
film "Gallipoli"; and 1/ 5th Norfolk Regiment - the Sandringham
Company that simply disappeared; all brought a lump to the
throat as we heard of the loss of life in what became a failed
campaign. After 4 demanding days on the ground, we completed
the tour with a period considering what could have been done
better, and how such an operation would be mounted today, led
by Col Ian Westerman, ex-CO and currently at PJHQ J6.

After being welcomed to NSG by the QM it was tim e to settle into
routine for the next few days. Friday is Larium day (anti Malaria
tablets) and this medication had some traumatic side effects on
some of the troops - Cpl Mac Mackay spent every Friday night
for the next few weeks waking up screaming in a cold sweat
having suffered horrific nightmares and he soon learned to dread
Larium day.
The PAT comprised of approximately 30 pers of which there was
3 attached pers, over the coming days the Range Conducting
Officers (RCOs) would be making the exhaustive journey to
Archers Post ranges to carry out their range recces, the
remainder would be busy at NSG collecting and preparing the
range stores for when the PAT main body moved up to Archers
Post where we would spend the next three and a half weeks. On
11 October the PAT deployed to Archers Post and spent an
emotional 5 hours in the back of one of BATUKs battered
Bedfords hitting every one of Kenya's pot holes on the way, after
spending the night with all the weird and wonderful wildlife at
Archers Post Kenyan Engineer Camp we finally arrived at the
melting pot of the PAT camp.
Once the tented camp had been set up the PRT split into 2
teams, those of us who had to complete an authorisation Cadre
to enable us to act as safety supervisors on LFTT ranges
deployed to Mpala farm to carry out trg with C coy whilst
everyone else got onto the range areas to build the ranges under
the supervision of the RCOs. During this period whilst I was at
Mpala farm word got back that a hurricane had hit PAT camp and
all but destroyed it, all pers who had remained at the PRT camp
spent the next couple of days picking up smashed pieces of 18 x
24 tent and erecting the new ones, this time with sides and storm
lashings fitted.

The group at the Helles Memorial on Cape He/Jes

After 5 busy days, we returned to overnight in Istanbul ahead of
the flight home, and the opportunity to do some quick
sightseeing, shopping, and to enjoy a Turkish Bath! Overall, it
was a fantastic trip, both to learn and understand the campaign,
and to take away the lessons to use in future, and we're looking
forward to planning next years battlefield study. Anyone for Italy?

90 (NORTH RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
Maj Paul Denning
SSM
W02(SSM) Hunter
EXERCISE GRAND PRIX 06 - by SSgt Yuill
Ex GRAND PRIX took place from 2 Oct until 26 Nov at the British
Army Training Unit Kenya. (BATUK). The aim of the ex was to
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By 19 October the authorisation Cadre had been completed and
all the ranges had been built and it was time for the live firing
package to begin. Each coy would rotate through the PAT on a 5
day package comprising of an insertion TAB, a complex trench
system shoot, an ambush, Pl attacks, a defense shoot finishing
off with coy level attacks, the live firing package ended on 3
November with all members of the PRT having made an
outstanding contribution to the most important part of the ex and
the part that the troops most enjoyed. With the PAT camp all
packed up we headed back to Archers Post Engineer Camp to
get ready to deploy on the next phase of the ex which was the
Bde FTX run by BATUK. Cpl Mackay and LCpl Bradley
deployed on Opfor while I teamed up with W02 Mick Leach to
become Observer controllers attached to C Coy for the duration
of the FTX.
The FTX trg was host to an abundance of wild life, as the CO said
at the start of the ex. Knowing that there are wild animals out
there that can do you harm and there is nowhere to run adds an
edge to everything you do which is good training, this didn't
seem to help when you came face to face with an irate Leopard
or Hyena, for the record they didn't seem to be more scared of us
than we were of them. The FTX lasted for a week then we
headed back to NSG for a well earned rest.
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The Range Team

Next on the agenda was the AT package , we spent 4 days at
Sagana white water rafting centre where we did mountain biking,
Kayaking Safari and white water rafting which was enjoyed by all.
We then spent a few days in NSG handing over stores and then,
armed with giraffe carvings and a few token spears we got the
fight back to Brize Norton on 24 November. I would like to thank
2 RGR, on behalf of all attached personnel for a fantastic time on
Ex GRAND PRIX 06 and am sure there will be no shortage of
volunteers next time round.

HALF CENTURY OF MILITARY AND ASSOCIATION SERVICE
RECOGNISED
There was much celebration at 90 Sig Sqn M Hartlepool on the
presentation of a the very rare "50 year" Royal Corps of Signals
Lapel Badge to Mr Dennis Wilson; a staunch member of the
Hartlepool Branch of the Royal Signals Association. Capt Ray
Duffy a member of the permanent staff of the Hartlepool based
Sig Sqn remarked "In my 42 years service I have only seen one
other "50 year badge" presented." The SSM , W02 Barry
Hunter who organised the event on behalf of the branch stated
"We consider it an honour for my unit to be chosen to host the
event". Dennis joined the Corps in 1945 and served up until
1961 reaching the ran k of SSgt. On completion of his mil service
he became a leading light in the Association. The Association
Branch Secretary commented "Dennis is an excellent member of
our Branch and all members agree his enthusiasm is hard to
match within our organisation".
For his 50 years of dedication to the Royal Signals, his special
badge together with a certificate'was presented by Councillor
Carl Richardson, the Chairman of Hartlepool Borough Council
in the presence of members of 90 Sig Sqn at Easington Road
TA centre, Hartlepool.

THE ROYAL SIGNALS (NORTHERN) BAND
Director of Music
Band NRPS

Capt TW Milford BA(Mus) LRSM
W02 DJ Crowther

BAND ANNUAL CAMP 2006 JHQ RHEINDAHLEN,
GERMANY
The band departed on the long road trip to Germany on a
scorching hot Saturday in 2 mini buses and a kit van. With the
excitement and disappointment of the recent World Cup all but a
fading memory, we had a clear run all the way and no break
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downs this time around (last year we got as far as RAF Leeming).
On arrival at the Euro tunnel terminal Sgt Steve Ward in true
Drum Major style, was caught cleaning and polishing his transit
van prior to the second leg of the journey (once a guardsman!).
The advance party of Sgt Pete Lavery, Sgt Tony Bertram and
Musician Tim Cull had arrived earlier in the week and done a
sterling job prior to our arrival.
They managed to find the entire camp bar opening and closing
times, oh yes, and unpacked and prepared all the band kit. We
hit the ground running and had a very short settle in, unpack and
rehearsal prior to our first band engagement on Sunday evening
at St Boniface Church, Rheindahlen. An hour before the concert
the heavens opened and the torrential rain may well have put off
a potentially larger audience. The small but appreciative crowd
thoroughly enjoyed the hour long show and it was a taster of
things to come.

MILITARY TRAINING
We managed to fit in some vital mil trg, thanks to the help of
W02 John Morley, Elmpt Stn RQMS and Sgt Richie Birch, 7
Sig Regt who guided us through the rigors of MATT 6 and 7. The
navigation was very useful to Musn Philippa Matthews who
often had trouble finding her way from the sports bar back to the
accommodation. Musn Peter Mason surprised everyone by
finding his way round the trg area and arriving 5 minutes early,
probably due to the absence of a McDonalds en route.

BAND ENGAGEMENTS
The band was fortunate to have some fantastic rehearsal facilities
at Rheindahlen and they were put to good use prior to the 2 main
band engagements. The first was a return trip to sp the annual
Sommer Fest at Nordkirchen which is situated not far from
Munster. The band accommodation was adequate and
comfortable.
In fact this was Schloss Nordkirchen, a fantastic palatial university
for Germany's top legal people and it was to be our base for the
whole weekend. The band, along with numerous local German
bands, worked very hard on Saturday for the main event,
performing 3 marching events and a concert in the marquee to a
very appreciative crowd. After 9hrs in ceremonial dress in hot
and rainy conditions and under the watchful eye of Lt Col David
Sixsmith and Capt Jane Ellis (CO and Adjt) we managed to
slip into something more comfortable and enjoy the hospitality of
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The Director of Music Capt Tom Milford and band left the
beautiful outdoor setting of the bandstand, praise ringing in our
ears and very proud of our achievements. Grateful thanks should
go to Cpl Mark Bonham and Musn Wayne Filer from the
Heavy Cavalry and Cambrai Band based in Catterick for their
help and experience. Both musicians stepped in to fill gaps in the
band, giving up their leave to help us out on the tour.

Rand R
Band members traveled to the beautiful village of Monschau,
situated in the Eiffel region, next to the Belgian border for a day's
R & R. The day was started on the dry toboggan run on the
hillside near to the town. SSgt Kenny Crick, ever the hero, was
first down after mastering the knack of controlling the break,
precariously situated between his legs. This made for great
entertainment and everyone managed to get down in one piece
apart from Musn Philippa Matthews and Musn Jennie
Stretton a guest clarinet player from the Borneo Band, Durham
Cadet Force band who has since applied to join the Band .
The Band at Schloss Nordkirchen - Germany

the local people. Following on from this event, we had been
tasked by G1 Bands to perform in the small spa town of Bad
Pyrmont, close to and the Harz Mountains.
It should have been a warning when the first recce conducted by
W02 Dave Crowther and Maj Duggie Robertson G1 Bands,
UKSC(G) had to be abandoned due to the horrendous traffic
congestion. The journey to the engagement was fine until we
were 30kms from Bad Pyrmont when an overturned lorry spilt oil
all over the road . We waited 90 mins before the fire brigade made
the road safe to pass and eventually arrived at the venue with 15
mins to set up and change.
In true Royal Signals style, we made the start of the concert and
in front of an 800 plus audience produced, in the words of the
organisers "the best military band concert ever heard here".
Praise indeed , as all previous bands performing there had been
from the Regular Army.

They chose the tandem toboggan and subsequently bailed out at
the first corner, to the great amusement of the rest of the band.
Sgt "Jacko" Jakstins managed to complete the course in the
slowest ever time, and in fact had a tailback reminiscent to a
friday afternoon on the M25.

We then travelled on the Friendship Highway to the trek start
point at Rongbuk. This was a 4 day road trip in Toyota Land
Cruisers. While most of the road is metalled, there are still
significant off-road sections - we were in the hands of our
Tibetan drivers! We stopped at Gyantse, Shigatse and Shegar,
crossing many high passes including a sky burial site (fortunately
no-one was being 'buried' that day).
Once at Rongbuk Monastery at 5000m, we set up camp. The
difference in altitude here became obvious quite quickly and
many of the group developed headaches and other mild
symptoms of Acute Mountain Sickness (AMS). Everything now
became an effort because the altitude causes extreme fatigue.
Rongbuk is the highest monastery in the world and was re-built
after the original was destroyed during the Cultural Revolution.
From here the team were able to get spectacular and relatively
uninterrupted views of Everest's North Face. We did an
acclimatisation walk nearby before setting off for Base Camp
which everyone found a bit 'cheeky'. Base Camp is around
5100m and is as high as Michael Palin went on his travels
around the Himalaya. Base Camp is a small tented village of tea
houses and even a Post Office (must be the highest in the world)
which support the many climbing and trekking groups during the
season. The toilet blocks at Base Camp left a lasting impression
on the team!

The evening was spent at an open air concert in the castle
grounds billed as "A Night on Broadway". Unfortunately the
heavens opened and the show, although enthusiastically
performed would have been more aptly named "A Night on
Fulham Broadway" (no disrespect to Fulham) and did not live up
to expectations. This did not deter Musn Vic (Eddie Izzard)
Heard who sang along to his hearts content beneath his issued
rain mac.

Yaks at Camp 2

hear the ice creaking and groaning at night. Although the
distances travelled were not great, everyone was taken aback by
just how much the altitude can affect you. Every section of uphill
became a battle to stop the lungs leaving the body and even
putting a tent up became an effort. We were well looked after by
our Sherpa team who seemed completely unaffected by the
altitude. The views were amazing as we were surrounded by
giant ice pinnacles.
On the final day of ascent 15 team members made it to 6400m
just beyond Camp 3a. Nineteen had already made it to Camp 3 at
61 OOm and one member had to be left behind at Base Camp due
to a muscle sprain.

All in all this was a very successful second tour to Rheindahlen
and our achievements even managed to eclipse last years camp.
We now look forward to our 2007 camp wherever that may take
us, negotiations are ongoing.

37th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
EXERCISE RONGBUK DRAGON
Ex RONGBUK DRAGON (3 - 30
September 2006) was a high altitude and
remote exped trek to Advance Base
Camp on Mt Everest at a height of
approximately 6300m. The trek took
place wholly on the Tibetan side and
followed the 'Miracle Highway' on the
East Rongbuk Glacier, a route first
pioneered by George Mallory's Exped in
1921 . The Tibetan approach is nontechnical (does not require ice axes or
crampons) and allows for stupendous
views of the Everest Massif itself.
The team was made up of 20 Regular and
TA soldiers, with the majority being TA.
Three trg weekends were organised in
Snowdonia over the summer to allow the
team to train, bond and receive any
necessary briefings - and of course, get
wet on the Moelwyns!
Unfortunately, because of the political situation in Nepal we were
unable to transit through Kathmandu, so we stayed in China
throughout the whole of the exped. After flying into Beijing, we
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At 6400m!
Members of 67 (QOWWY,l Sig Sqn at the Mallory Memorial

The next 10 days were spent moving gradually upwards with
some rest days, acclimatisation days and then moving up to the
next Camp. Yaks carried the majority of our eqpt and they are
fantastic animals if not a little feisty! They provide wool, butter,
cheese and meat and of course are great at load carrying. So
after our yak safety briefing, we were able to progress. On arrival
at Camp 1, Sgt Walton and Cpl Lieu were in search of 'gaffer'
tape as the yaks had managed to put a hole in their duffel bags.

In front of the Potala Palace, Lhasa

got a connecting flight to Lhasa, which is 3500m above sea level
requires a few days acclimatisation to allow the body to
ad1ust. In Lhasa we visited the Potala Palace and Jokhang - the
numerous steps and yak butter fumes proved tiring to our
unacclimatised bodies.

an?
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We were now into the routine of drink, wee, then drink and wee
some more. The 'pee' bottle became essential kit as no-one
wants to get out of the tent at night in temperatures of 12
degrees below. The female members of the teams had purchased
their whizz-its which allowed them to use a pee bottle accurately
(without wishing to go into too much detail!) It becomes quite
difficult to get enough fluid and the key is to drink loads during
rest periods. It was taking around 45 mins to boil water at
6000m. The East Rongbuk Glacier is covered in moraine allowing
safe passage pretty much all the way towards the North Col. To
ensure we never forgot we were actually on a glacier we could
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For anyone who has not seen Mt Everest, it is massive, really
massive! It is so high that the summit sits in the jet stream and it
never seems to get any closer even at 6400m. We were lucky
that just as we got past Camp 3a, we got to sample the views
just before the bad weather set in. Our descent marked a decline
in the weather and Mt Chomolongma 'Goddess Mother of the
Universe' now remained cloaked.
We descended from Camp 3 to Base Camp in a day (it had taken
us 8 days to ascend)! We then spent a day doing admin and
drinking tea in the English Hotel before departing back to Lhasa.
The 'hotel proprietor' kept us well supplied with hot beverages
and Lhasa Beer and kept his goat dung fire going into the night.
The local children were most impressed by Sig Wrigley's
dancing display with 2 cyalumes on string, and the local girls took
a particular liking to Cpl Lieu! The weather had smiled on us
with warm clear days and night time temperatures of just minus 8
to minus12 degrees Celsius. The trek was an amazing
experience for everyone who took part and Tibet is a special
place that is on the verge of changing forever. Thanks to all
those organisations who contributed grants, including EADS for
their kind sponsorship.
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39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col JS Adams
W01 (RSM) CS Tucker

Since the last Wire notes the Regt has been busy not only with
trg weekends and Remembrance Parades, but also with the
deployment of several key personalities on Ops. Ops Maj, Maj
Tarquin Shipley and OC LAD, Lt Keith Taylor have both now
deployed to join 21C, Maj Rich Belbin, on Op TELIC.

Canada. The week long trg camp for complete beginners focused
on Bobsleigh, Skeleton Bob, and Luge, with instruction provided
by former GB Team members who have participated in World
Cups and Olympic Games. Following on from the positive start,
2Lt Torley, made his career in Luge,in which he will be
representing the Regt at the Army Novice Luge Championships in
lgls, Austria, in December. Good luck!

already played them twice in the tournament and we knew just
how frustrated they got playing against us, as they hadn't been
able to score. Luckily we managed to maintain this during the
fi nal, though we ultimately lost out 2 - 1 on penalties. Fortunately
this still meant that we got the runners-up t-shirts so we can
really prove that we were the runners-up in the championships!

Halloween Party. Given the nature of the weekend, the soldiers
who attended must be congratulated on the effort expended in
fully inspecting, cleaning and putting back together all sqn dets,
including the much forgotten but not buried, NCRS. In addition
to this they even found time to establish a few home comforts for
the deployments of the future.

Many thanks to all those who played in the combined 39/31
teams - hopefully next year we'll get the winners t-shirts and the
trophy! The men's team comprised of Maj Walton, W02 Wilkie
and SSgt(YofS) Lloyd from 31 Sig Regt and Sgt Nicholas, Sig
Carter, Sig Hartfield and Sig Palmer from 39 Sig Regt. The
Ladies' team comprised Lt Col Streete, Maj Brown and LCpl
Reader from 31 Sig Regt and Lt Trevelion, Sgt Wells, LCpl
Bell and LCpl Pearce from 39 Sig Regt.

Running along side this was a highly successful SSS course.
This was successfully completed by 6 new soldiers, who are now
champing at the bit to get on the earliest available trade course.

HEADQUARTERS (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY)
SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj CM Dawes
W02(SSM) White

Despite this small consideration, the resulting drink was
consumed post-haste, this being in part due to the marketing
skills of the Bar Person - if you want a drink then buy a punch.
As the night progressed so did the revelry and party games
helped this along. These included relay race Pumpkin Carving
and apple bobbing, but apple bobbing combined with Malteser
bobbing in flour, which resulted in 12 white faces, the ghost
contingent had arrived.

The Sqn continues to develop under the careful watch of the OC
and SSM who have kept us extremely busy. The Sqn ran a
Driving Cadre in September and deployed on Annual Camp
simultaneously. The shooting team under the guidance of Maj
Gus Loveridge and Sgt George Williams are busy practising
for next years TA Skill at Arms Competition and the Recruiting
Team have been present at several local tete and shopping
centres in the hope to increase our numbers.
On Remembrance Sunday, the Sqn was on parade alongside 57
Sig Sqn in the centre of Bristol with the 21C, Capt Phil Smith
laying the Regtl wreath at the Cenotaph. Cpl A ndy Badman
and Cpl Rich Brown attended the opening of the Field of
Remembrance at Westminster Abbey and in addition, along with
LCpl Tom Watson, represented the Regt at the Festival of
Remembrance at the Colston Hall, Bristol.

Sunday morning came an hour later thanks to the end of British
Summer Time, but this may still have been too soon for a few
individuals. However, on with the task at hand and more effort to
fully maintain the dets.
Thanks to all those who attended and made the weekend a
success both socially and militarily.
2Lt Rich Torley all set for the Army Novice Luge Championships

94 (BERKSHIRE YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON
;;:

TA HOCKEY CHAMPIONSHIPS 21 - 22 OCTOBER 06
EXERCISE LYNX MERCURY - by LCpl 'Nanny' Nash

- by Lt Treve/ion

Ex LYNX MERCURY was part of the Regtl Development weekend
that took place over the weekend 24 - 26 November and
consisted of driver trg at Pirbright. The day started wet underfoot
as we had 3 or 4 days consistent rain prior to the ex. We had the
opportunity to drive off-road which was fantastic fun and
reversing the Land Rover with trailer was a great experience for
me as being a medic, it is not something I do all the time. The
REME had put a recovery stand out and we had to recover a
Land Rover using a winch. Unfortunately, when it was my team 's
turn to recover the veh, the heavens opened with torrential rain
accompanied by heavy thunder and lightning. Would the MTWO,
W02 Griffiths and the Tiffey, SSgt Rob Rose let us shelter from
the elements? - no way! It was 'character building ' they said; so
there I was stood in a very deep muddy puddle up to mid thigh,
attaching clips onto the Land Rover brackets, with torrential rain
lashing down on us - did it spoil the day? No way; what's a bit of
rain; it dries eventually. Overall a great time was had by all.

Over the weekend of 1/2 July, the TA Mixed Hockey X1s
Championships were held in Aldershot. 39 Sig Regt decided to
enter a team (or rather Lt Trevelion decided she wanted to play
and roped some other people into it!). Unfortunately we couldn't
get enough people for a complete team so we combined with 31
Sig Regt, who were in a similar situation. In the end we were
placed 7th out of the 10 teams playing , which wasn't bad for a
team who hadn't even all met until our fi rst game! We seemed to
have been bitten by the bug though as we decided to enter a
team for the Ladies' 7s and Men's 6s which was due to take
place later in the year.

Incidentally, no-one, on the driving trg ex had an accident all day
which was a great achievement as the conditions were
horrendous, however the same cannot be said for the MTO, Maj
(QM) Phil Abbott who visited the stand and ended up having to
change a wheel - but that's another story and you will have to
ask him!

57 (CITY OF BRISTOL) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj I Sainsbury
W02 Newby

Having heard excellent reviews of Ex ICEBREAKER 2005, 2Lt
Rich Torley applied for the 2006 Ice Camp to be held in Calgary,
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Moving on to the more enjoyable part of the weekend, the
Halloween Party. Fancy dress of course, although some
participant took more time and effort than others, with some truly
frightening characters, or should that be, costumes? Praise and
thanks must go to Lt Trevelion and SSM Newby for organising
decorations and refreshments at short notice, although eyebrows
were raised at the question: "We've got the drink - anyone know
how to make a punch?"

So over the weekend 21 /22 October, we once again pooled our
talent with 31 Sig Regt, this time forming one male and one
female team. Unfortunately we were unable to get hold of a
goalkeeper's kit so LCpl Reader of 31 Sig Regt from the Ladies'
team had to borrow other units' kit for all 10 games - this
obviously wasn't a problem for LCpl Reader though , as she only
conceded 1 goal in the whole tournament. The men's team got
round this problem in a rather more novel way - they just
borrowed a goalkeeper still wearing the kit! The Ladies' team
also had to borrow another player for most of their games,
though we were saved on Saturday afternoon by the sudden
arrival of LCpl Pearce from 94 Sig Sqn . Now we know why the
Regt really trains for 'No Notice' and 'Short Notice to Move' ops!
Thanks to the prolific goal scoring by Lt Col Streete, CO 31 Sig
Regt, on the Saturday, the Ladies' team finished the day in 3rd
place with the Men's team on a similar footing. Sunday morning
saw the last of the qualifying games before the semi-fi nals.
Unfortunately the Men's team lost in their semi-final, though not
for want of trying. Meanwhile the Ladies' team played 202 Fd
Hosp, winning 1 - 0 on penalties. This meant that we were pitted
against our bitter rivals, Southampton UOTC, in the fi nal. We had
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The 39 Signal Regiment element of the Ladies' team:
Lt Trevelion, Maj Brown, LCpl Reader; LCpl Pearce,
Sgt Wells, LCpl Bell

oc
SSM

Maj V Connelly
W02(SSM) Allen

M EDAL PRESENTATION
MAINTENANCE WEEKEND AND HALLOWEEN 28 - 29
OCTOBER
Post annual camp, it became apparent that although the dets
preformed magnificently, there was a certain deficiency in maint
and det comforts.
Due to a year concentrating on mill skills and AT, the level of det
preparation had suffered. It was time to remedy this. What
better opportunity than to combine a maint weekend with a

On 14 November, the Sqn were fortunate to host Maj Gen The
Duke of Westminster at a Sqn medal presentation in Windsor.
The Duke arrived early along with the Bde Comd, Brig
Hargreaves to receive a brief on the Sqn from OC, Maj
Connelly. The Duke was also interested to be shown around the
Sqn's excellent museum by Sqn Hon Col, Brig Verey. After
families and guests had been seated, The Duke presided over the
presentation of medals to 20 members of the Sqn. Being
presented Op TELIC medals were SSgt Chapman from the

Maj Gen The Duke of Westminster addresses the Squadron and friends and fami1y
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Sqn's REME det and also Capt McMillan,
who was also presented with the first clasp
to his VRSM. Always keen to volunteer for
ops, Capt McMillan is off again and will be
back on Op TELIC as an interpreter by
Christmas! Also awarded an op medal for
Op VERITAS was Sig Rebecca Phillip~:
who deployed to Afghanistan this year "Nith
the National Support Element. First up of
the long service medals was former OC,
Maj Simon Walker who has recently been
posted to TA Wing at Sandhurst and was
awarded his TD.
The Sqn then had a total of 10 individuals
who were all awarded their VRSM . Leading
the pack was Sqn SSM, W02 Allen who is
due to leave us shortly to take up an FTRS
Media Ops post and will no doubt shortly
be off on ops! Next up was Sqn Foreman,
SSgt Ratcliffe, followed by SSgt Gaynor,
Sgts Smith, Collins, Andrews, and
Searle, Cpl Davies, LCpl Corcoran and
lastly Ms Tina Gross, who has recently left
the Sqn.

commanding and controlling the two halves of the new Sqn,
separated by 75 miles fell to the former OC of 66 Sig Sqn, Maj
Andy Woods.
In recent months the Sqn has been heavily involved in Regtl Trg
weekends in Scotland. There were also a large number of
soldiers on trade camp in Scotland, and 13 new members of the
Sqn successfully completed their Class Ill course. With
Christmas beckoning, the focus has shifted back to Sqn
weekends, and numerous activities have been undertaken. The
Belfast Det has spent time getting to grips with new eqpt in the
form of FFRs, while also having the unenviable but necessary
task, of maintaining the NCRS eqpt until it is back-loaded. In
Limavady, they have continued trg, including several Comms Exs
and det maint and preparation for their extensive Christmas
function diary.

Members of 94 (BY) Signal Squadron pose for photographs with Maj Gen The Duke of
Westminster having been awarded either long service or operational service medals

Six members of the Sqn have been serving since God was a lad
and were consequently presented with bars to their VRSM.
They were: Capt Davies, SSgts Heam and Dean, Cpl Carter,
Mr Scott, who has recently left the Sqn, and lastly Sgt Heam,

who has now served for over 30 years in the TA! After the
presentations, The Duke made a short speech thanking, amongst
others the families who had attended for the sp that they provide
in allowing their "other half's" to spend so much time enjoying life
in the Sqn!

40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
ARMY

co
RSM

Lt Col FER Whichelo
W01(RSM) SE Littlefield

The Regt has had a packed trg programme in the last few months
as it comes to grips with the UK Ops role, normally borrowing
eqpt from our sister Regt, 32 Sig Reg, who have been particularly
helpful. We have had visits from: GOC NI, to present medals;
SOinC(A), to see one of our 'Scottish Weekends'; Comd 107 (U)
Bde, as the outgoing regional Bde Comd; Comd 39 Inf Bde, as
the incoming regional Bde Comd and Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde, to
award prizes at the Bde Trade Camp that the Regt ran in
November. A burst of Christmas functions heralds the start of a
busy 2007 , which will see the Regt conduct its first ex in sp of the
emergency services, run Ex EXECUTIVE STRETCH for 39 Inf Bde
and convert to Bowman. It is also predicted that the Regt will
see beyond full manning for the first time in over a decade.

2 (NC) SIGNAL BRIGADE TRADE CAMP 10 - 19
NOVEMBER
The Regt was tasked to conduct a trade camp by 2 (NC) Sig Bde.
The location that was used was Edinburgh, specifically Redford
Barracks. The barracks provided both excellent trg and social
environments.
The trade camp was well supported throughout the Bde and all of
the students that attended came with a thirst for knowledge and
the desire to learn. The courses we ran were the ICS Op (UK
Ops), Sys Eng Tech (UK Ops) and the Elec (UK Ops). These
courses were headed up by the Regt YofS, W02 Marcus Pollitt,
Regt FofS, W02 Lisa Openshaw and the ED PSI, SSgt Mark
Wilcock, respectively.
The timetable for the trg was very intense but having said that,
the soldiers who attended the course made good use of the
facilities provided by 1 LI. Activities such as climbing and 5-a-
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side football were all organised by the course for the course. For
this, they are to be congratulated. Having said that, Edinburgh is
a beautiful city and the students made the most of what it had to
offer.
The students came from all occupations, some of there were
even qualified teachers! Moreover, they were certainly not shy in
coming forward with their interpretation on how lessons should
be delivered. There were however a few notable performances
and the decision as to who was going to be top student was not
an easy one. We eventually came to the decision that Sig
Wilkinson from 38 Sig Regt was the deserved candidate.
Prizes were awarded to the top student in each CEO. In addition,
the Brig even had the opportunity to carry out his first promotion
since taking up his appointment as Comd to Cpl Colhoun from
40 Sig Regt. At the end of the course there was yet another
opportunity for an end of course get- together in the City. Not all
students dispersed back to their units without any dramas. A big
thanks must got to Sig Coleman who left his uniform in the
safekeeping of 40 Sig Regt; this will no doubt make a perfect
outfit for ResusiAnnie ... .. cheers Sig Coleman.
There are a number of thanks to make: HQ 2 Sig Bde and 32 Sig
Regt for affording the sp to trade camp without which it would
not have been the success it was, and a final thank you to the
Bde Comd for taking the time to visit.

69 (NORTH IRISH HORSE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj TA Woods
W02 K Rankin

June 2006 saw the amalgamation of 66 (City of Belfast) Sig Sqn
into 69 (North Irish Horse) Sig Sqn. Although the initial changes
were large, both Sqns rose to the challenge. The task of
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It has not been all work however and members of the Sqn have
been involved in numerous sporting activities. The weekend of
18 - 19 November was a mix of trg including lnter-Sqn sports.
The sports, which were organised by Sgt Stevie Chambers
included football, basketball and volleyball and all those in
attendance enjoyed themselves, as well as taking home some
victories (and bumps and bruises).
Over the same period other pers have been trg under the
guidance of 2Lt Lena Roberts for a rock climbing exped to
Spain in January 2007. So far, all have completed trg on both
indoor climbing walls and on rock faces in the Mourne
Mountains.
As a result of the amalgamation, the Sqn has grown in size but
this growth has accelerated recently with the arrival of a large
number of new recruits. The need for initial security clearance
within the Province means a delay of up to several months
between enquiry and enlistment; however Lt Simon Farmer, the
Sqn Recruiting Officer is finally seeing the fruits of his labours.
Presently the Sqn expects to continue to see around a 12 new
recruits enter each of the 3 intakes in the next year.
There have been major changes within the Permanent Staff of the
Sqn. The past few months have seen the arrival of 2 new PSAOs.
Capt Trevor Henry (a previous RSM of the Regt) has taken over
in Belfast from Capt Keith Dowell , who has moved into RHO as
the Regt Ops Sp Officer. Meanwhile in Limavady, Capt Rodney
Smyth, who has recently retired as 21C of 4 Royal Irish has taken
up the reigns from Capt Mac McGowan who is retiring after
long service to the Sqn .
At this festive time we are remembering those pers deployed on
ops. The end of November signalled the return of SSgt Dave
Thomas, LCpl Simon Gibson and LCpl Louise Swindell from
Op OCULUS in the Balkans. At the same time LCpl Andy
Bradshaw returned home on R&R from Op HERRICK in
Afghanistan. He is currently serving with the Rifle Volunteers in
Helmand Province and we wish him well over Christmas until his
return in May 2007.

85 (ULSTER & ANTRIM ARTILLERY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj I Craig
W02 Johnston

REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY - by Capt David Wilson
As has been the tradition since 1999, Remembrance Sunday saw
the Sqn take the leading role in the Bangor (Co. Down) parade. A
motley crew of bands, veterans and youth organisations
assembled behind the (far from motley) Sqn, ready for the short
march from the RBL to the Cenotaph. There, the parade
witnessed the silent vigil of the Sqn's immaculately turned out
quarter guard party - LCpl Smith, Sig Smith, Sig Kirk and Sig
Robb, all under the watchful eyes of Sgt Marston and Cpl
Robertson. First to lay a wreath was the local MP, Lady Sylvia
Hermon, followed by various representatives from local
government, before the OC, Maj Ian Craig, stepped up to the
Cenotaph to lay a wreath on behalf of the Sqn. After many more
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wreaths were laid, the parade moved off to attend a
Remembrance Sunday church service, with the standard
disagreement with the Royal Irish over when to salute and for
what duration. This was settled in the traditional style; everyone
followed the officer willing to salute the most frequently and for
the longest.
After church, the Sqn paraded around the town and back to the
British Legion club for what will probably be the last time.
Conditions were perfect for such an occasion, with enough
sunshine to put a smile on everybody's faces, but enough of a nip
in the air to keep the sweat off them. The Legion generously
provided a drink and a snack for all who paraded and those who
failed to sate their appetites there found plenty more of both back
in the TA Centre. Here we were able to welcome the Mayor of
North Down Council, Cllr Alan Leslie, who had kindly agreed to
present medals to a worthy list of recipients. Sgts Bailey and
McBride were awarded the VRSM, with Bars going to
W02(SSM) Johnston, SSgt Campbell and Sgt Jones. SSgt
McCann was presented with his Iraq medal, but star of the show
was SSgt Ferguson, who managed to get both an Iraq medal
and a Bar to his VRSM. Our thanks go to the Mayor for his
generous words of encouragement to the recipients and their
families. And so it is farewell to Remembrance in Bangor. Our
thanks to the many great and good in the town, and in the Royal
British Legion in particular, who have made us so welcome there
over the years. Next year, the Sqn will parade in its new home
town of Lisburn and we all are looking forward to building equally
close relationships with the community there.

EXERCISE CELTIC WARRIOR 2
The continuation of the CELTIC WARRIOR exs continued this
month with CELTIC WARRIOR 2 over the period 27 - 29 Oct at
Kirkudbright Trg Centre (KTC). The new National Communication
eqpt REEBOK, CST and AGV were introduced to the TA and all
TA MATTs trg was undertaken in scenario based exs throughout
the weekend.
Now, after completing 2 of Ex CELTIC WARRIORs it has become
very apparent why the Regtl Ops Maj, Maj Andrew White
attends. This is his passion for the DCCT facility within KTC,
especially the individual and team Lanes Shoots (Getsome,
Getsome, Getsome). Unfortunately he's no Rambo!
Special thanks must go to Sp Sqn for an excellently organised
and conducted weekend and we all look forward to the next ex.

EXERCISE ALEXANDER FINN, ITALIAN BATTLEFIELD TOUR
. 5 - 11 OCTOBER
When it was announced that 107 Bde battlefield tour for 2006
would be focused on the Italian campaign, with Monte Cassino
the focal point of the tour, I was one of the first in the Regt to put
my name forward for a place on the tour. Each unit within the
Bde were allocated a limited number of places and I never
imagined for one second that I would get picked as I am not
usually lucky. However, I got the call and an invite to the party!
The tour was being organised by Capt Kev Belam of 253 Med
Regt. Capt Belam and his team had organised a series of study
evenings in preparation for the tour and they were, strangely
enough, a pleasure to attend. The evenings were well planned
and the content held your attention throughout
They were definitely not the usual death by power point. This
also offered an insight into Capt Belam's organisational abilities.
There was none of the usual military "hurry up and wait" and "on
the bus, off the bus" with 253's admin team. They had everything
squared away.
After an early start on 5 October, the tour group met at 40 RHO in
Belfast at 0500hrs. A long day's travelling lay ahead to reach our
first destination, Siracusa, Sicily. We finally arrived at 1700hrs
and got our first look at Sicily. The accommodation was spartan;
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the Grand Hotel Ortigia only had 4 stars, rather than the usual 5 I
had come to expect whilst on ex with the Army!

71st (YEOMANRY) SIGNAL REGIMENT

We all gathered in the Grand Hotel's presentation room to hear
the first of many presentations. These were supposed to be
prepared in advance but it quickly bec.c.r!le clear that some units
had not put as much time as others into their homework. I
believe the term is 'bluffing it''. After thd presentations, the group
made its way to a local restaurant to sample some authe.1tic
Italian cuisine. The quality of the restaurants we visited on the
tour were excellent, without a single disappointment. However
some tour members were less than eager to embrace the local
cuisine and would rather have had everything deep fried in batter
wit h chips.

co
RSM

71 Sig Regt is preparing to celebrate Christmas and New Year
after a busy year providing UK Ops sp for London as part of 2
(NC) Bde. 2006 has been a significant year for a number of
reasons - Phoenix continues on after being re-shaped by TA rebalancing and we have continued to practise and re-fine our UK
Ops role.

Over the next 2 days, the tour took us to the British landing
beaches on the south of the island, the battle site for the high
ground at Centuripe, the CWGC cemetery at Siracusa and the
battle site for Primasola Bridge. At the end of the Day 2, we
boarded an overnight train to Naples and then onto Monte
Cassino for the next stage of the tour.

Following significant changes for the Regt, the effects of
Reserves Rebalancing manifest themselves in the merger of 265
(KCLY) Sig Sqn (Sharpshooters) with HQ Sqn to form 265 (KCLY)
Sp Sqn (Sharpshooters) and it is a relief to retain the
Sharpshooter heritage. Sadly, we have lost 60 (RBH) Sig Sqn as
they transfer to 36 (E) Sig Regt M after only a short time with the
Regt and we wish them well in their new environment. On the
other hand, we have been joined by 47 (Middlesex Yeomanry) Sig
Sqn, who bring with them an impressive track record of
Yeomanry within Royal Signals. The COs have also changed with
Lt Col Craig Tallents TD assuming comd from Lt Col Hugh
Robertson TD, who we wish well in his new appointment.

On route to Monte Cassino, we stopped at the Palace of Caserta,
the site of the signing of the surrender of all German Forces in
Italy and later Field Marshall Alexander's HQ. To my surprise,
there was absolutely no reference in the Palace to the historical
events that had taken place there some 60 years ago. Possibly
the Italians find little to celebrate from WW2. Some hours later
we reached Monte Cassino. In the distance you could make out
the unmistakable white monastery perched on the high ground.
Seeing the monastery for the first time takes your breath away.
We spent the reminder of the day visiting the various battle sites
around Cassino. Seeing them brought home the reality that
thousands of soldiers had been slaughtered in the hills and
valleys around Monte Cassino.
That evening we prepared our uniforms for the Service of
Remembrance which was to be held at the CWGC cemetery at
Cassino. An old soldier had been flown in from Northern Ireland
as our special guest for the service. Mr Herbert Ervine had
been a regular soldier at the start of the war and had joined the
Army to escape poverty in Northern Ireland. In 1943, he landed
in Anzio and was seriously injured in a blast which claimed many
of his comrades. It was a pleasure to have him with us.
The next morning the tour took us to Polish and German war
cemeteries and then on to Monte Cassino Abbey. The Abbey
had been restored to its former glory after the war even though it
had suffered complete devastation during the various battles
round it. Standing in the grounds, looking out over the Uri Valley
and idyllic Italian countryside, it was hard to imagine the battles
that raged all around from December 1943 to June 1944.
Following an al fresco lunch in the Abbey grounds, we were able
to enjoy the early autumn sunshine before returning to the hotel
to prepare for the Remembrance Service and parade.

Lt Col CS Tallents TD
W01 (RSM) P Joyce

The sun goes down after lhe Remembrance Setvice at lhe
Commonwealth Wa" Gra'l>'e Cemetety at Cassino
promptly invited him to take part in the ceremony; an invitation he
eagerly accepted. CF4 Timothy Close, 253's Padre said
prayers, wreaths were laid and small crosses were planted in the
graves. It was the end to a rather special day that will always
stay with me.
The following morning we made for Rome via Anzio. Capt Kev
Belam had done his research and had located the exact spot
where Mr Ervine had landed some 60 years earlier. He whisked
Herbert off to reunite him with that beach. They joined the
group later as we visited the war museum in Anzio. The curator
of the museum presented Herbert with a plaque and thanked
him for what he had done all those years ago. At this point it all
became too much for Herbert and he became very emotional.
Every single person on the tour felt humbled .

We can celebrate the successes of winning the Courage Trophy
(never before won by the Corps!), the London District Football
Trophy, Capt Downing's continued success at shooting and a
testing Annual Camp. It has also been a time of mixed family
news; we congratulate our new RSM Phil Joyce on his marriage
to Jen and Sgt Steve Baulch and Sgt Charlotte Foakes on
their wedding. We welcome new additions for Sgt and Mrs
Evans, Capt and Mrs Downing, and SSM and Mrs Springer
and wish them well. We are sad to lose our good friends Mr
David Beamiss and Sgt Marie Loftus and our thoughts are
with their friends and families at this time. We also wish all our
soldiers currently serving on Ops across the Balkans, Iraq and
Afghanistan the very best:

variety of mil skills. Top performance was from Sig Gavin
Brown, who drew high praise from the event organisers as he
achieved the fastest time of all for stripping and assembling the
AK 47 on the foreign eqpt stand. By the end of Day 1, the team
knew only that a team from 71 Sig Regt was in third place.
On Day 2, the team raced over the asslt course before going onto
the final event, the March and Shoot. By the time the
announcement came, the team knew they had done well but
weren't sure just how well. The results were read out and when
they weren't announced in the second or third spot, they
accepted they hadn't finished in the top 3. So much for the OC's
directive that they were to achieve a top 5 placing! This did not
look good. Then 47 were announced as winners - a moment of
high drama, and one which vindicated all that extra hard trg put in
over the preceding weeks.
The victors arrived back at the TAC tired but very happy, and the
'war stories' began. They show no sign of abating. This was a
tremendous team effort, but of greater significance was the fact
that this was the first time that a Royal Signals team had ever
won the competition in its 40 odd year history. This result means
that 47 Sig Sqn has landed in 71 Sig Regt with a real bang!
Congratulations go to the team; 2Lt Grant Wallace (best wishes
to him as he has a crack at joining the Regular Army), Cpl Chris
Atkey, LCpl Seb Knight, Sig Gavin Brown , Sig Ramesh
Kerai and Sig John Palmer for their tremendous commitment
and to their sp team, LCpl Manoj Gandhi, Sig Rosie Ewbank
and Sig Celine Weir for their dedicated sp throughout.
They say that it's much harder to hold on to trophies than it is to
win them (e.g. Rugby World Cup, The Ashes etc) but 47 mean
business and we will be back next year.

47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
SSM

SIGNALS WIN COURAGE TROPHY FOR FIRST TIME
47 (MY) Sig Sqn competed in the Courage Trophy, the demanding
London District inter-unit mil skills competition over the weekend
of 1 - 2 April 2006. This was the first time in many years that a
Sqn team had taken part. The weekend of the Competition
arrived and the Friday evening wind lashed the rain horizontally
across the parade square at Longmoor. However the next
morning the day dawned very early but bright.
On Day 1, the team were assessed on 10 stands covering a

Maj Mike Lansdown TD
W0 2 Dave Lambert

Since the Sqn's previous appearance in The Wire , just about
everything that could possibly happen to a TA Sig Sqn in
peacetime has happened.
First and most significantly, we have lost a treasured military
colleague. Sgt Mari Loftus (nee McAlpine-Downie) died in
March after a long battle against cancer. She was a valued friend

We reached Rome on the afternoon of the last day. Lt Col
Adrian Donaldson gave a presentation on ancient Rome. He
took us all back 2000 years to the days of the Emperor and
gladiators. It was a fantastic way to end the tour. That evening
we managed our own invasion of sorts by taking over our last
Italian restaurant and bringing a little bit of Ireland to Rome. Cpl
Robert Wilson, 40's resident piper, piped out a few tunes which
brought the restaurant to a stand still. People walking passed the
restaurant came in to hear him play. He did 40 proud!

The lla6an Battlefield Tour in October wilh Monte Cassino in lhe
badcgound
As we formed up in front of the cenotaph, another WW2 veteran
appeared with members his fam ily. His family had come to see
where he had fought and the old soldier had come back to visit
the graves of his former comrades. Brig Jonathan Watson

52

Overall, 253 Med Regt did an extraordinary job. What I imagined
to be a battlefield tour actually was more a campaign tour. I feel
honoured to have been part of it. I can only thank 253 for the
effort they put in, ensuring the tour was a major success. Brig
Jonathan Watson made the comment that he had been on
several battlefield tours during his career in the Army, but, none of
them could be compared to the Italian battlefield tour of 2006.
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to those with whom she had served in 47 and in her previous
service in other sqns. She was also an exemplary role model for
the younger soldiers. She is irreplaceable, and we feel her loss
deeply. It is measure of the respect with which she was held that
the Sqn raised a very significant sum of money for her and her
family, when it became clear that her illness would be terminal.
Regular Sqns who serve together on op tours may be hardened
against losing colleagues. In the TA in peacE<t!me, it is a bitter pill
to swallow.
In February, we transferred from 39 Sig Regt to 71 Sig Regt,
under Reserves Rebalancing. The Sqn is largely phlegmatic
about such changes. For the permanent staff however, it means
an enormous amount of work, which they have handled with their
usual aplomb. The big challenge we are faced with now is to
increase the recruited strength of the Sqn, and we have been
given an opportunity to do that with the inheritance of a second
TA Centre, in High Wycombe.
In the last month we have been pleased to welcome back from
Op TELIC: SSgt Gary Cheshire, LCpl Sandeep Sanghera and
LCpl Jasdeep Bansal.
In the last month or so, the Sqn has also been busy on parade
with Remembrance Sunday, the Festival of Remembrance, and
the Middlesex Yeomanry Annual Regimental Memorial Parade,
Lafone Day. The Lafone Day parade, which takes place in front
of the portico of St Paul's Cathedral, is named after Maj
Alexander Lafone VC, who died a hero's death in Palestine in
1917 and is preceded by a solemn Service of Remembrance in
the crypt. Thanks go to SSgt Andy Cummings and to SSgt
Cynthia Jackson for getting the Sqn into No 2 Dress for the first
time in many years. This improved appearance attracted a
substantial crowd as the Sqn stood for the best part of an hour,
while the bells pealed for evensong, before marching off to the
Regtl March, Sweet Lass of Richmond Hill, played by the band of
the Middlesex Yeomanry.
Finally, the Sqn has achieved a remarkable first. 47 won the
Courage Trophy Military Skills Competition in April, having
entered a team for the first team in many years. According to the
trophy, this appears to be the first time that a Royal Signals team
has won this competition, which has been runni ng for more than
40 years. In the same way that the Middlesex Yeomanry became
'signals' before the formation of the Royal Corps of Signals, 47
(Middlesex Yeomanry) Sig Sqn has got there first, ahead of
numerous other London-based Sig Sqns, in being the first Royal
Signals Sqn to win this prestigious competition. This nicely
continues the Middlesex Yeomanry tradition of getting in first
when it matters.

70 (ESSEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

QC
SSM

Maj Julian Picton
W02 Bryan Malyon

MARRIAGE OF SGT FOAKES AND SGT BAULCH

On 5 August 2006, members of the Sqn provided a guard of
honour on the occasion of the wedding of Miss Charlotte Jane
Foakes (Sgt Foakes of 70 (EY) Sig Sqn and Lon Dist Trg team)
to Sgt Steven Jeremy Baulch (PSI Tee 68 Sig Sqn). Members
of the guard included W01(SVWO) Swain, W02(SSM) BM
Malyon, SSgt Liddle, Sgt Marsh , Sgt Stabler and LCpl
Went. After the wedding, a reception was held at Armoury
House, Headquarters of the Honourable Artillery Company. After
the wedding the happy couple jetted of to New Zealand for their
honeymoon.
Sgt Nick Wilks was dined out of 70 (EY) Sig Sqn on 30
September 2006. He joined the Sqn in 1982 and will be sadly
missed.

Cpl Ross Nugent married Anna Tengstrand in Tyrine Church,
Sweden. A number of the Sqn attended the wedding. We would
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also like to offer our best wishes as they are expecting an
addition to their family in February 2007

EXERCISE BROWN BEAR COCKNEY

When 31 Sig Regt was awarded AT slots at British Army Training
Unit Suffield (BATUS), Canada, for the second time this year, but
couldn't fill all their places, 2 members of the Inns of Court leapt
at the last-minute chance to participate. Thus Capt Mitcham
and Sig Muorah paid their fares and packed their bags at the
end of July for the eight and half hour flight to Calgary. The 31 /71
Royal Signals group then spent the next 2 weeks on a mixture of
AT packages run out of Trail's End Camp, on the edge of the
Canadian Rockies. Together with 39 Engr Regt, they teamed up
with KRH , the Staffords and R Anglian troops just finishing their
Medicine Man BG ex on the prairie. Their reports follow.

EXERCISE FAST AIR - by Sig Muorah

After a welcome brief, complete with a health and safety video
warning of the dangers of black bears and grizzlies (we had to be
'Bear Aware' whilst in Canada}, I was whisked straight off to a
private airfield in the middle of nowhere, where the Army
subcontracts parachute courses. I had never jumped off a plane
in my life before, but I was fortunate enough to be able to have
the opportunity to tempt fate 6 times and come out unscathed.
The first time was the most difficult. After a lot of trg on what to
do if our parachutes did not deploy, we flew up 4000ft, where I
actually had to climb out of the aircraft and onto the wing as
opposed to just simulate it, which we had done several times
prior. With the assistance of my jumpmaster I managed to get out
of the plane but I clenched onto the wing as tight as possible,
hanging in mid air as the Cessna flew at 150mph. "Go!" was the
word of command to begin to drop from up high. I don't recall
how many times over he must have said that word, but I
eventually managed to let go ... and allowed myself to drop,
relieved to see that the mechanism worked and the parachute
soon opened out above me. It was amazing, but so quick. With
the assistance of someone on the radio, suddenly I was steering
my way to the drop zone. I didn't land on my feet the first time,
but I did after that and by my sixth jump the initial shock and
novelty of parachuting was wearing off. I was busy taking
pictures and video clips of the jumps which I have used to make
a short film called "The Jumpers" (since uploaded on
http://www.channel4.com/fourdocs/).

EXERCISE BEAR DAWN - by Capt Mitcham

Camping in the middle of Kananaskis Country, Capt Mitcham
spent the first 5 days with 40-odd troops who had opted for a
taste of 5 different adventure sports across different locations in
the mountains. Day 1 was all about extreme mountain biking,
with some really testing tracks and obstacles but also some
excellent fast hills. Day 2 saw us white water rafting down the
River Kananaskis itself, complete with both voluntary and
involuntary sojourns into the rapids (minus raft). Led by a local
guide-cum-part-time priest, and tackling spots such as the
'Widow Maker', we survived to re-don wetsuits next day for a
kayaking adventure down the Bow River. Again, the underwater
evacuation drills came in pretty handy, not least when the water
temperature was so cold (having just melted off the glacier).
Indeed, one of the most incredible things about that area of
Alberta, apart from the sheer vastness of the countryside, is the
~emperature - the diurnal range is marked. It fell to -1°C overnight
1n the tents, yet could hit 30°C by lunch. Anyway, Day 4 saw us
getting to g.rips with rock ~limbing at Saswootch Slabs, scaling
the ~teep sides of a classic U-shaped glaciated valley - and
continuing to guard our lunch from the chipmunks, whose stealth
and ardour in mounting tactical assaults on our backpacks could
only be admired! Finally, we spent our last day mountain-trekking
to the top of one of the local peaks (McConnelly), from where the
lookout station allowed an unparalleled view for miles and miles
around.

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2007

EXERCISE ROUGH RIDE
- by Capt Paul Mitcham and Sig Ebele Muorah

Well, how could we not participate on this ex? With a ranch of
80-odd horses on site at Trail's End Camp, both our present day
Rough Riders chose to spend the next 5 days on horseback,
riding out in the Rockies - and straight into Bear Country! Led by
a plucky female wrangler called Britney, we embarked on a 7 hr
trek through forest, river crossings and steep mountain paths
which would test the average Brit (yet alone British horse) quite
considerably. Miles beyond buildings or roads, we progressed up
the Ghost River Valley (so called because the river only flows
seasonally) on horses well used both to the terrain and the
temperature extremes, and more concerned with their local
pecking order en route than on the landscape. It was no use
ridi ng them in the style we'd been taught at home - a mixture of
Western saddles and that streak of equine independence meant
that if Capt Mitcham's horse wanted to canter through the river
at waist height to cool off, then the whole party would get
soaked, regard less.
The thrill of speed for the novice riders certainly gave everyone a
lot to talk about on arrival at our base camp on the valley side.
From there, we rode out by day; tying up our charges in order to
climb Black Rock Mountain on the penultimate leg, although
unfortunately just as the weather deteriorated. It had been too
dangerous to climb rt 1n the rain the day before. But now we
were half way up a scree slope, when several hrs of hail the size
of garden peas began dropping. Thus our stay at the summit
was fairly short - although again, the views from the top, for the
few minutes that it did clear up, were absolutely superb. It was
like looking down on a mix of the Swiss Alps and the Grand
Canyon. AT may not always be easy, but our experiences on Ex
BROWN BEAR COCKNEY certainly prove that it can be
rewarding in all kinds of ways. Both of us would agree that if you
ever get the chance to do AT in BATUS - go for rt!

hoped not to be completely out of our depth in terms of fitness .
The start was chaotic - everyone jockeying for position as the
gun went and a sprint into the first hill, which involved climbing
400ft in a mile and a half.
The pace was blistering from the beginning and anyone who was
expecting a fast walking pace, rather than a run, was swiftly
disillusioned. At this point, the thought occurred that perhaps
some dedicated trg might have been in order! The course took
us past the famous statue of the 'Three Commandos', where
there was a moment to briefly reflect that at least we wouldn 't
have to fight WW2 on finishing. After the first hill, the route
sloped gently downhill but the pace hardly slackened. From
there, it was a question of digging in deep to complete the course
and finish in the grounds of Archnacarry House.
The overall event was won by a team from the Fleet Protection
Group RM . Every member of the 68 (IC&CY) Sig Sqn team
completed the course, although none within the allotted hour.
Credit is due to Lt Cutts who was just one minute off the time.
The other runners were Capt Barker, Sgt Tear, L/Cpl BetzVais , L/Cpl Roslington, Sig Erasmus, Sig Cooke and Sig
Thomson. We were left with a great deal of respect for the
cdos of WW2 and a determination to come back next year and
beat the hour! As well as thoroughly enjoying ourselves, the
team managed to raise a total of £1,277 for charity.
Many thanks to all our sponsors and especially to the law firm ,
Slaughter and May for their corporate donation.

US EXCHANGE - by Sgt Jack Stabler

The US/UK exchange program is an opportunity for TA Officers
and SNCOs to participate in the US Army Reserve and US Army
Reserve National Guard Annual Training (ATrg) and for the US
soldiers to come over for our annual camp.

COMMANDO MEMORIAL SPEED MARCH 2006

A team from 68 (IC&CY) Sig Sqn took part in the Commando
Memorial Speed March for the first time this year. The annual
march commemorates the cdo units of the WW2 by re-enacting a
notorious feature of their trg regime. During WW2, after soldiers
had volunteered for cdo service and had completed the first
phase of their trg, they would be sent on a 36 hr train journey to
Spean Bridge, near Fort William in the Scottish Highlands. On
arrival at the railway station, they would be ordered to jump from
the train and ditch all unnecessary kit. They would then be told
to march the 7 miles to Achnacarry House, the Cdo Trg Centre,
wearing their fighting order weighing 361b. The route had to be
completed within one hour. Those who failed to achieve the
standard would be RTUd on the next train out of Spean Bridge.
Those who succeeded went on to completion trg and to serve
within Cdo units.

Being one of the lucky ones chosen to take part in the exchange,
I was to be hosted by 228th Sig Bde in Spartanburg, South
Carolina. Their ATrg was to take place over the period 2 - 16 June
2006 and was to take place in North Charleston on a disused
naval base.
My host was SFC Alexander, who was originally a Bradley
master gunner who only recently transferred into the Signals after
19 yrs in the Inf. Although my trade is a Driver Electrician, I was
put to work on a SATCOM det. We were using a ET 2460, a
satellite portable for battlefield and civil emergency comms. This
was to play its part in a mock hurricane disaster; to better
· prepare the comms between the mil and the blue light and civil
authorities. There was a wide range of comms both mil and
civilian.
The return part of the exchange took place over the period 8 - 23
September 2006 at STANTA Trg area. The 3 US soldiers saw a
wide range of both 71 and 36 Regts' assets. Similar to the US,
the camp was testing the comms of 2 Bde in a natural disaster in this case flooding. Although in both exchanges there had been
large mil phases, there was an opportunity to see the sights.

In 1996, as a tribute to those who served as cdos in the War, the
Association of British Military Parachutists (ABMP) resurrected the
tradition by organising a speed march along the same route. The
march has now become an annual event; open to serving mil
pers and members of the ABMP. Each team member is
expected to raise sponsorship for 3 charities allied to the cdo
tradition: the Commando Benevolent Fund, the Airborne Forces
Charities and No1 PTS Museum. It is also a competitive event,
judged both individually and on a team basis.

On the US leg, this consisted of trips to see the very picturesque
town of Charleston which has plenty of connections to the Civil
War as the first shots were fired at Fort Sumter.

Under the leadership of our Sqn 21C, Capt Barker, a small team
of 8 volunteers was assembled in time for this year's competition
on 11 March. We flew to Glasgow after work on Friday evening,
and with log help from 32 Sig Regt, we arrived at our hotel in
Spean Bridge, just after one o'clock in the morning. After a
hearty, if nervous, breakfast, we packed our bergens and headed
for the start line. We arrived to find over 150 runners hovering
around - large contingents of 16 Air Asslt Bde, RM and other Cdo
units. We were relieved to discover a few elements from the
Swedish Army and even some Irish Army Reservists, so we

There was also a tour round the recently raised, first ever
submarine the HL Hunley. a visit to the USS Yorktown which is
permanently harboured. The US soldiers visited Number 10, the
Millennium Eye, Tower of London, Imperial War Museum, the DDay Museum, the Tank Museum, the Royal Signals Museum,
HMS Victory and many sights in and around London. Overall
opinions were very good and the southern hospitality made the
exchange even more enjoyable. I will make every opportunity to
take them up on their offer of a return visit. The exchange was
very worth while. I would recommend it to any SNCO.
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CAMP 2006 - PHOENIX CROSS
On 9 September 2006, The Essex Yeomanry deployed on camp
'."'ith 30 pers. The Sqn moved to Okeharrpton Trg camp and
1omed the other Sqns within the Regt. Tht-1 Sqn was briefed by
the Regt Ops Maj and then carried out trg in preparation for Ex
PHOENIX WANDERER. The trg was carri&d out by W02(SSM)
Malyon, W02 Pieper, Sgt Marsh and LCpl Brayshaw. After
trg, the Sqn was divided into teams with other member of the
Regt. We were then deployed into the field for 3 days with team
leader briefings at the end of each day, informing on the next
day's tasks.

EXERCISE PHOENIX WANDERER - by LCpl Willis
"Ex PHOENIX WANDERER was a physically demanding nav ex
across Dartmoor. There were 2 nights in the field and
approximately 25km covered by each group. Nav skills were put
to the test, marching on bearings when weather closed in but it
was a good opportunity to test our skills. The terrain was testing
but during the 3 day ex, only LCpl Brazier managed to fall into a
bog, just after a comment of 'mind yourselves here, watch your
footing '. Everyone put in maximum effort, even through some of
us required treatment from the Rgtl Nursing Officer, Capt
Wardell. It was a good ex. " The Sqn worked hard and
performed well with minimal injuries. Unfortunately our excellent
chef, Cpl Christie, was taken ill on Day 2 and was admitted to
hospital and only released on 5 October. We all wish him a
speedy recovery. Sig Carey decided the only way out was to
self inflict a wound in the hand with a sharp object (knife) but
Capt Wardell saw through this and patched him up, allowing
him to continue with the fun . The final day was a tab in full kit
back to camp with an asslt course under the watchful eye of
SSgt Keeble and Sgt Marsh.

activity, the 8 man enemy team went to other locations on
Dartmoor Trg Area to set up harbour areas and engaged the
3PWRR causing them to advance to contact.
On our last day, we set up an OBUA village in Scraesdon Fort at
Plymouth waiting for 3PWRR. They set up their fire sp sect on the
roof top as directed by their OS and the rest then entered via a
tunnel to which in a clockwise rotation we drew them around,
checking all rooms and buildings . The fire fight was intense and
fierce - it lasted several hours. The enemy force died gracefully
once all of our 4000 rounds were used."
While the Sqn was on rest at Harlow TA Centre, waiting for the
notice to move on the next part of camp, W01 Paul
Humphreys organized a chicken and chips supper for the Sqn;
the desserts were supplied by Maj Picton and Capt
Hemphreys.
Following a Regtl tasking, early Saturday morning, Sgt Marsh,
LCpl Willis and Sig Way deployed in advance of the Sqn to take
part in a RAYNET ex under control of 36 Sig Regt as part of the
Bde FTX. The remainder of the Sqn deployed to Sculthorpe
Airfield. The Regt performed very well in the FTX and the Ops Maj
put together a very successful helicopter tasking which enabled
18 soldiers from the Regt to carry out some recces in a Gazelle.

EXERCISE COCKNEY PHOENIX 06 - REGULAR SOLDIERS
AT - by Sgt Steve Slaughter

experience. The cycle ride was another much anticipated part of
the week. By some miracle this year no one got lost and a public
house could only be found at the end of the ride! This could be
because of the leadership of our new RSM, W01 Phil Joyce,
who took over from W01 Pete Curtis a few weeks before.
The entire week was enjoyed by all who attended - despite
having to share Penhale Camp with a few hundred screaming
cadets. We all look forward to next year's ex, hopefully in Italy.

Much fun was had by all and a
lot of well deserved rest and
relaxation for the 'regulars' of
71 (Y) Sig Regt. SSgt Bob
Marshall had organised an
excellent week's trg package,
based from Penhale Camp near
Newquay, which included visits
to HMS Havoc and a Cornish
cider farm , as well as activities
such as golfing, go-karting,
cycling, clay pigeon shooting
and fishing.
The highlight of the week for
many was the visit to HMS
Havoc near Plymouth. This was a
simulation trainer where the Navy
practise repair drills on a sinking
ship.
While water flooded a mess deck
and engine room, all in complete
darkness, combined with the
rocking motion of a ship at sea,
comms skills and team work
were fully put to the test. The RN
instructors commended us on
our efforts and we left with big
smiles - a truly unforgettable

The Sqn went to Newquay for R&R. The Officers went on a
cultural visit to Castle Drago. The rest of the Sqn were
disappointed to have missed out on the visit but said that next
time they would be first in the queue. We then recovered to the
TA Centres to collect the comms assets, in preparation for the
Bde Fd Trg Ex (FTX). At this point Sgt Laskey and Sig McBride
were deployed with members of 265 (KCLY) Sp Sqn to act as
enemy for 3PWRR for a 4 day ex. The following is a short write
up by Sgt Laskey:
"Our role was to set up 2 man harbours for 3PWRR to carry out
night recces on, in order to carry out a morning attack. This ex
was the start of the inf skills package for 3PWRR. Following this

On completion of the FTX, the Regt held a lnter-Sqn competition
called Ex PHOENIX HERNIA. 70 Sqn came a very close 2nd to
the LAD team and that evening celebrated at the Regtl smoker.
On Friday 22 September the Regt was addressed by the CO, Lt
Col Tallents TD. They then returned to their TA Centres for the
kit turnaround and the end of camp on the Saturday.

Survivors from Havoc Trg

Are you sure

1 MECHANISED BRIOAi>E HEADQUARTERS
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)
oc

Maj Nesmith
W01 (RSM) A Caulfield

SSM
SABRE TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Pete Hodgkinson
SSgt Sid Barrass

INTER-TROOP COMPETITION
1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn held the first in a series of monthly
inter-troop challenges in October as part of the Comd's Cup.
With Sp Tp keen to make a good start in defence of their hard
earned win last time round, the pressure was on everyone to get
off the mark with a win.
The first competition was a pistol shoot combined with a comd
task stand . In windy conditions and firing from various distances,
the shooting was initially a little sporadic. With expert coaching
from the RCO, Sgt 'Vorkie' Howard and SSgt 'Sean' Kelly, the

Further travels across Dartmoor
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firers became gradually better and some good (John Wayne
Status!) scores were achieved by the end of the competition.
Concurrently with the pistol shoot was a comd task which had to
be completed in full CBRN suits. That's what you get when you
have a CBRN instructor who used to be on the Royal Signals
Leadership Course. Just as well it was a chilly day as the CBRN
suits were more welcome than they would have been if the
weather had been a bit warmer. After venturing into a minefield
and rescuing a cas, the teams had to then recover stores in order
to gain valuable points. These points were converted into time
and put towards the final scores. The teams were watched
intently by the OS - SSgt 'Dave' Irvine and W02 (RQMS)
Bickerstaff.
After some intense competition and a few Clint Eastwood type
performances on the range, the overall winners were once again
Sp Tp- much to the QM's approval. With shouts of "fix, fix, fix,"
the competition drew to a close with some well-earned bacon
and sausage butties and the Bde Comd using the opportunity to

57

say farewell to the Unit and presenting the OC - Maj Nesmith
with the Bde Minor Units Comd's Trophy. Right on cue, the rain
came down.
On a rainy day in Warminster, Sabre Tp deployed in order to set
up for the Bde CAST which was due to run from 20 - :~4
November. Sabre Tp are ·the Bde Main HQ and as such are
responsible for building the biggest Bde complex known
throughout the British Army.
Sp Tp (including the QM} managed to get themselves out of their
nice warm offices to deploy to administer the 200 plus who would
be getting fed on site. Once the nff and his merry men managed
to get everything in place (including dragging vehs sideways with
a FODEN) the boys and girls of Sabre Tp busied themselves
building 'Billy Smarts Circus'. After a few trips into the
stratosphere and back SSgt 'Sid' Barrass was happy that
everything was in place.
Needless to say, "all is well that ends well" and CAST itself was
an excellent opportunity taken for the Tp to deploy and allow all
of the new members to see how it looked once set up. Once
again praise was given to the Sig Sqn for some excellent sp and
CIS. What would we all do without SSgt (YofS) 'Greg' Cox? Answers on a postcard .... to the Ops Room.

SUPPORT TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Miles Webb
W02 Terry Bickerstaff

Once again another busy month for Sp Tp. On 5 November, the
legendary Tidworth 1Okm run took place. The event turned out to
be spectacular, thanks to the hard work of W02(RQMS) Terry
Bickerstaff and his team. Overall, a record number of 688
runners took part, along with some competitors in unusual fancy
dress costumes ... (Capt "Monsters Inc" Hodgkinson and 2Lt
"French Maid" Anderson), all to raise money for the Pembroke
Unit and Cancer Care at Salisbury District Hospital. Even the
young children made their contribution by completing a 3km fun
run. Everyone had a great time and enjoyed their well earned
burgers after the race.
On 20 November, we deployed on a 5 day CAST ex at
Warminster, spending most of the week knee deep in mud,

feeding 250 people. The Dept is now looking forward to a wellearned Christmas break before the rush starts for pre-deployment
trg in the New Year. We make a warm welcome to Sgt Stu
Mead, who joins us ready to take on the UET account - we're
counting on you!

Again , these Wire notes come during a very busy period for 215
Sig Sqn. I say busy period, but I've only been here since August
and as far as I can see it's just busy, period!

As part of the ongoing Sgts' Career Development, they were
given the task of co-ordinating and runn ing Ex MINI EAGLE. This
was a small manoeuvre ex that was designed to ex both the
troops reaction to incidents on the ground, as well as providing
the SNCOs with the opportunity to demonstrate a perfect DS set
of orders. It was during the 'situation - enemy forces ' phase that
Sgt Justin Medcraft made up a new area on DPTA called IVO
POMORSKI. It transpired that IVO actually meant 'in the vicinity
of' and not a strange Polish name. Luckily, none of the troops
picked up on that one. W01 (RSM) Ben Batley and his team of
'enemy' were quite shocked at one stage during the ex while
setting up for an ambush, when the occupants of the armd vehs
dismounted and made chase. This scenario was replicated again
after the final ambush where the RSM and his small team of
'enemy' sprinted from the scene. Sgt Den Nordon will not
forget the experience in a hurry!

Unfortunately, we have had to say goodbye to some good blokes
from Bengal Tp, namely Cpl 'Birdy' Bird , who is going to help
the TA at 94 Sqn in Windsor, and LCpl 'Wongy' Squires, who
got a job for Dll and at very short notice left the Army to install
computers and earn a fortune. He has since been spotted by
members of the Tp on their skill at arms course in Brecon, doing
well for himself.

After a well deserved long weekend, the Sqn returned to Poland
to deploy on the first phase of Ex RHINO CHARGE. The first day
of deployment into the fd was marred by one thing - snow! The
weather had a mind of its own, especially when it came to
moving HQs. Whenever it rained we knew it was time to move.
There's nothing better than moving cold, wet and heavy cam
nets!

We also have had some fresh blood added to the Tp in the form
of Sig 'George' Simms from 16 Sig Regt and Sig 'Heeaad'
McTaggart fresh from Blandford. Finally we have had a couple
of promotions in the Tp, Sig Hamilton was promoted to LCpl ,
and LCpl 'William' Wallace made the transition to Cpl.

EndEx was a welcome relief from what turned out to be an
extremely beneficial and enjoyable ex. The return to Osnabruck
was completed when all ranks were invited to the official opening
of the newly built Sqn bar; a function that was enjoyed by all!

As well as normal Tp business, the troops deployed to BATUS
made a welcome retu rn. LCpl Baker writes: "Elements of 215
Sig Sqn deployed to BATUS at the beginning of August and in the
most part stayed there until the beginning of November,
supporting 1RW and 2 RGJ BGs. The ex started with a live firing
phase followed by a TESEX phase testing the BG Comds. The
lucky ones amongst us got deployed into the fd during the live
firing phase, the unlucky ones got to clear the ranges at the end
of the ex, picking up brass and spotting UXOs. Everyone enjoyed
the R&R at the end of the ex with the chance to explore the bars
and the city of Calgary. "

VOXTRUP MARCHES 06 - by Sig Wardle

Finally, we would like to congratulate LCpl 'Batesy' Bates on
his marriage to Vicki, who we believe is wearing the trousers!
Sadly, he won 't be joining us in the New Year, as he is off to 7 Sig
Regt on his well earned promotion. Good luck to the both of you .

BENGAL TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

2Lt Chris Anderson
SSgt Sean Kelly

4 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (204)
oc
RSM

Maj Jon Townsend
W01(RSM) Ben Batley

EXERCISE PRAIRIE EAGLE 2 I EXERCISE RHINO CHARGE
06 - by Sgt Justin Medcraft
Exs PRAIRIE EAGLE 2 and RHINO CHARGE 06 are deployments
that will haunt the 204 Ops Team for some time to come. The
Ops Officer, Capt Ben Price, and his team worked tirelessly fer
months prior to the deployment to Poland. Both Yeomen were
living , eating and sleeping the Bowman plan.
This however provided W02(YofS) Ian Rutland with a good
excuse to be as grumpy as normal. Orchestrating the writing and
merging of one of the biggest and most complex Cl plans created
on Bowman to date, has been no mean feat and not without its
difficulties.
It was no surprise that SSgt(YofS) Chris Alston was confronted
by the QM, Capt Jim Duncan, about his energy consumption
since it had been duly noted that the lights were left on
throughout the night on more than one occasion.
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be awarded the best sect. The DS were run pretty much ragged
by the end , after running round after the Sects especially Sgt
Mark Nordon and Capt Dave Burnett.

The day eventually came for the dreaded drive to sunny Poland.
The drive from Osnabruck takes approximately 26 hrs with a 10
hr stop at Alten Grabow. Our arrival at Jaworze Camp was a
welcome change but was short lived since one of the HQs
deployed onto the ex area in preparation for the visit of CinC
LAND!
After the successful visit the Sqn prepared for a two and a half
week range package which took us and the Bde Staff through
basic application of fire grouping and zeroing, advanced
application of fire, APWT along with 9mm pistol APWT
culminating in the finale, the Sect in Defence Shoot.
Kgn Steve Saxton was the Pl Sgt gripping the sects as they
came in from a 3 mile tab. After a quick motivational speech,
they were sent forward to defend the site against the Polish
falling plate pl with back-up provided by the Screaming 434s
which were lacing in some lavish overhead fire on pintle-mounted
GPMGs. As always, though the enemy fought hard and even
threw some cheeky gas canisters, the troops fought through and
won the battle. A slick and well drilled performance saw Cpl
Andrew Thomson's Sect just beat some strong competition to
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The Voxtrup Marches is an annual event run by the German Army
as a British - German friendship event. It consists of 2 events: a
traditional march and a boot run over the same 12krn course. It
was to be no surprise that 204 Sig Sqn were entered into the
latter! A mixture of units from the newly formed 4 Mech Bde
were also there taking part.
On arriving in Voxtrup, we were happy to see the weather was
clear, which was a long way from the snow covered roads that
had greeted us the year previously. Unofficial favourites for the
race were a team from 204 Sig Sqn which included Sgt
Kennedy and Sig Barry Potter. Expectations were high in the
204 camp as the year previously the Sqn had entered 3 teams
which had finished 1st, 2nd and 3rd overall.
Tough competition came in the form of teams from 1 CSMR and
1 LANCS, but an excellent effort from Sgt Kennedy's team saw
them clinch first place. The second placed team, also from 204
Sig Sqn, consisted of Sigs John Russell and Luke Wardle and
Cfn Taff John.

Slowly the members of the club showed up, all shaking hands
and making us feel very welcome even though we were the only
people not participating in uniform. We then prepared for the
march, which is part of the ceremony, but not before a little
refreshment and conversation. Once the members of the club
were formed up, we marched with the band under the control of
the RSM for a lengthy distance on a particularly hot day. We
finally arrived at our destination, which was the house of the top
marksman of the club, who had won the title of King for his
efforts. Once again German hospitality kicked in and we were
treated to some more free food and beer. While the 21C, Capt
Watson sat at the top table, myself and LCpl Nige Gringe, Sig
'Scouse' Smith and Cartwright sampled some of the local
spirits that were thrust upon us with great amusement by the club
members.
Once we had returned to the main Schutzenfest arena, we
watched the prize giving and address from the club members and
then carried on enjoying the event. Sadly the day had to end
(which was a good thing as we had to work bright and early the
next day). I look forward to participating next year in this
excellent event.

EXERCISE BAVARIAN RAT DIAMOND 1 - by LCpl A Philpotts
Ten days away from the garages in Germany's beautiful Bavarian
region, in 30 degree heat, might sound like a holiday. Well not
quite, the soldiers of 204 Sig Sqn were off on AT. The ex planned
by and led by Lt Matt Cox was to be split down into a round
robin for the first 3 days with activities such as climbing, canoeing
and hill walking.
Using the Hubertushaus Lodge as a base, we were split into 3
different groups and the next 3 days went smoothly enough,
however Cpl Lee Houldcroft's climbing group on the second
day went on a bit of hill walk while trying to find the crag.
Evidently, the crag was on the other side of the mountain.
After the first 3 days rotation we were given an R&R day which
we all decided to spend white water rafting in Austria. The day
was excellent and most people spent the day floating down the 6
degree river rather than in the boat. The day did produce one
casualty Sig Loran Mcwhir who hurt her wrist. She now has an
awesome tan line half way up her forearm.
Over the next 5 days, everybody got to choose the activity that
they had most enjoyed from the original 3. Most people tried to
stay away from RQMS Watts' hill walking group, apart from Lt
Cox who thought it was great trg for the Nijmegen Marches.
After the 5 days of AT, everybody was sad to leave and head
· back to the garages in Osnabruck. However, there is always next
year!

BATTLEFIELD TOUR TO ACHMER TRAINING AREA
- by Sig Townend

In true sporting fashion the day ended with a few well earned
drinks with our German counterparts and some of the local
civilian population who had completed the marches. We shall
now look forward to defending our title next year.

Achmer, near Osnabruck, is the third largest trg area in Germany.
Unknown to most that use it, Achmer has had a surprisingly long
and interesting military history. Since this is where the Sqn
spends a lot of its trg and ex time, it was decided that a
battlefield tour would be the order of the day.

SCHUTZENFEST - by Cpl Ward

We arrived at Achmer Trg Area and were introduced to a German
fireman called Herr Norbert Lauxtermann. In his spare time,
Herr Norbert is something of a gifted amateur military historian.
He dedicates much time to looking for shot down German WW2
mil aircraft and trying to trace any remaining family members, so
that if any personal belongings are discovered he can send them
back.

On 16 May 2006 the Sqn continued its involvement with the local
shooting club, the Schutzenverein Atter, with which we have
forged strong ties. The Sqn was invited to attend the annual
ceremony, where the new Club King (winner of the club's ?nnual
shooting competition) and Queen are crowned. We all arrived at
the eve t, courtesy of Sig 'Jacko' Jackson, slightly
.
apprehensive about having to give up our Sunday for something
we knew very little about. However, these fears were laid to rest
as the beer flowed literally freely as we waited for the members of
the club to arrive.
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The Achmer Trg Area warden, universally known as "Titch",
translated Herr Norbert's German into English for the group.
We were shown pictures and artefacts that Herr Norbert had
brought along with him, such as munitions, bombs and shrapnel.
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Throughout WW2. Achmer was used by the Luftwaffe as an
airfield for the first jet fighter. Indeed, the biggest German air-raid
on 23 March 1945 was mounted from Achmer. It had an
extended runway specially t;u'Jt for the purpose of supporting the
262 Type Jet Fighter. As a rt•.:: ult, it was heavily bombed by the
Allies as a key strategic target. It is always advisable to check
before you start digging, you never know what you will unearth!
After lunch, the group got taken around the various sites of
interest on Achmer. One of the sites we visited was where an

American Mustang was shot down. The pilot was buried by
German crews from the airfield.
Just before leaving Herr Norbert thanked us for listening and for
showing such a keen interest. Lt Matt Cox presented him with a
unit plaque and he reciprocated by presenting the Sqn with a
certificate. Overall, we had a really enjoyable and interesting day.
We all learnt a great deal about the history of Achmer Trg Area
during WW2 and came to empathise with some of the German
historical views.

7 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (207)
oc

Maj RJ Carter
W01 (RSM) Smith

RSM
SUPPORT TROOP
QM
ROMS
Tp SSgt

Capt SF Lawes
W02 A Wyatt
SSgt B Revell

AT on Ex RED RAT DIAMOND in October was followed shortly by
Ex RATS REMINDER, a 3 day ex in preparation for Poland. On
this short but sweet ex, the unit invited the families out to the trg
area so that they could see what their spouses do whilst away on
ex. They were then invited into the cookhouse and provided with
an excellent meal, courtesy of our quality chefs.
Sp Tp found that that there was no time to rest on their laurels
however, as they then had to prepare for Ex RHINO CHARGE - a
2 week ex in Poland . After 2 gruelling days of travel we finally
arrived at our destination, where luckily it wasn't snowing but it
wasn't exactly warm or dry. There was no rest for the wicked. As
soon as we arrived it was straight into the set up and ready for
anything that was to come our way. Sp Tp became dab hands in
the kitchen, with Cfn Jones, Sigs Jamieson and Mollet finding
themselves washing the pots every morning.
Although in a static location the Tp was constantly on the go.
With details, stags and fatigues there wasn't much time for sitting
around watching DVDs but Sig Burman still managed to get
himself the golden blanket award! While working, he also
managed to reverse into SSgt Revell's sleep tent at 0400hrs.
Being an ex-PTI, SSgt Revell reacted at speed and avoided a
major incident, Sig Burman however received a 'full frontal' from
Staff! Besides being busy all the time and enjoying a lack of

sleep everyone's morale still seemed high, no doubt because
they were looking forward to the long and arduous drive back. On
the return journey, some were finding it hard to stay awake - Sig
Chetah found it almost impossible to do so and the RSM had to
take over driving his veh.
As the year now comes to an end the Tp would like to say a few
goodbyes, to Sigs Jamieson, Urie, Young and Mollet who will
all be leaving us on well deserved promotion. Also leaving the MT
on promotion is LCpl Smith, who will be moving on to Blandford
as a Tp Cpl.
Congratulations also need to go out to Sigs Chetah and Wroe,
who were selected for LCpl and have will be promoted in post to
remain in the premier Bde - so they should be happy! We also
need to say goodbye to Sig Holland who is leaving us for 16 Sig
Regt and Sig Simpson who is off to 2 Sig Regt. Well done to all
those who have been selected for promotion and good luck for
the future. The Tp is now looking forward to a good trg year in
2007, but for now we are getting ready for Christmas and the
well-earned 3 week stand down.

ROYAL SIGNALS LEADERSHIP COURSE 132 - LCp/ Falcous
In October I was sent to Blandford for 4 weeks by Capt Howe
and W02(FofS) Box to embark on the Royal Signals Leadership
Course. They claimed that I would enjoy myself! After a few
extremely early mornings and a lot of Battle PT it became
apparent that the course tested you both physically and mentally.
Constantly being on 15 mins notice to move also meant that the
pace seemed relentless. However, this course has to be one of
the most unique in the Royal Signals. I found myself at the top of
Blackpool Tower, up to my neck in freezing water at HMS Raleigh ,
discussing the Russian Revolution with senior officers and
abseiling down cliff faces. In retrospect, I did enjoy the course. I
was placed in situations I had never been in before and I pushed
myself further than I ever thought I could. Without a doubt, the

Royal Signals Leadership Course can be tough but I would
recommend it to anyone who wants to find out exactly what they
are made of.. . and who also likes lots of tabbing!

BOWMAN SUPPLY CHAIN - LCpl James Hooley
A 3 month detachment to BATUS this year proved to be a
beneficial lesson in Bowman Level 3 Maint and the Bowman
supply chain. The maint turned out to be quite easy,
notwithstanding the temperamental nature of the test rigs. Level 3
Maint is a largely a case of 'monkey see, monkey do' following
the prompts on the test rig, thrilling work in the BATUS
Workshop's E-Line. My only criticism of the Bowman supply
chain is that it can sometimes take months for spares to come
through and some error messages instruct you to 'order next
higher assembly', which usually means return the entire radio. As
you might imagine there is a lot of eqpt awaiting spares.
I also spent a month deployed in a Bowman ERV at BATUS
Excon, by far the easiest ex I have ever been on - plenty of
opportunity to feed gophers and watch DVDs in between
supporting the RGJ on Ex PRAIRIE BRAVE 2. The BG deployed
with no forward Level 2 Bowman Sp and as a result around 50%
of the eqpt that came for testing in the ERV had no faults found.
The result of all this is that I learned a lot of lessons about
Bowman, both increasing my confidence in the eqpt yet raising
some personal doubts about the repair chain. BATUS is a good
experience for Royal Signals Techs and if you get the opportunity
to go on an attachment then grab it without hesitation.
CORPS BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2006 - Cpl Ian Byrne
After an emotional drive from Hohne the minibus arrived at Imphal
Barracks, York, in the early hours of Tuesday morning. None of
the team, apart from Cpl Byrne and Cpl Watson, had competed
before and for everyone else the last time they had played
badminton was when they were at school. Judging by LCpl
Matthews' outfit, it looked like he had turned up to audition for a
new keep-fit video, so what he did at school started to worry all
of us.
Everyone turned up early on Wednesday morning to register and
then the females went straight into their singles competition,
which turned out to be the longest running competition over the 2
days. Cpl Watson proved that she wasn't there just to spend
money shopping and buying new shoes, although she did have to
dart back into York shopping centre in between games to return a
few items. It was a close fought battle for Cpl Watson but she
narrowly lost her match to become Runner Up in the ladies
singles. Sig Raby was in her element as she found herself being
fought over as a mixed doubles partner. She finally settled to play
with the Army Number 1, Cpl Dave Williams, and in the first
game found herself being taught how to play. With help from her
new coach, Sig Raby turned her game around and proved to be
quite a handy mixed doubles partner by contributing to winning
the mixed doubles title. One thing that has to be said is 'well
done' to all who took part. Not a single trg session had been

held, due to everyone being extremely busy at work and it was
the first time in quite a while that everyone had picked up a
badminton racket. Each individual competed to the best of their
ability and a good performance was added to the Inter-Unit
Competition in which 7 Armd Bde competed well but was
unfortunately knocked out of in the quarter-final.
As a member of the Corps Badminton Team, I also had the
chance to compete in the Inter-Corps Championships in
Grantham. We started off against the holders and favourites, the
RE. A good performance was put in but unfortunately we lost the
important game that turned the tie towards the opposition. We
then pulled the results around with an 8 - 1 victory over the RA.
The next day was an important one - SSgt Steve Pengelly was
so eager that he was seen shaking hands with the opposition,
thinking we had won, but to his dismay he realised it was still the
first game. Again the results turned in our favour and we defeated
the REME and AGC which meant that we needed to beat the
RLC to be in contention for the runners-up medal. Everyone
concentrated hard on the games ahead and we pulled off a well
earned victory. We celebrated our runner-up spot with a team
meal, kicking off the evening's entertainments, and W0 2 Andy
Ball showed the whole of Grantham how pole dancing should be
done!

EXERCISE RHINO CHARGE - Cpl Ryan
Time to go to Poland ... Ex RHINO CHARGE. This was to be a
lead for future Sqn Trg and initiatives, with many of the Sqn only
recently posted in and still Bowman virgins. The Comd wanted to
ex his staff, many of them new to the Bde and for us it was time
to prove again that the Sqn is capable of providing the CIS
infrastructure and sp required for such an ex. Our role remained
the same: provide the Comd with the means to fight within the
battle space, robust comms and life sp for the Bde Staff.
Moreover, it was an opportunity to absorb 'Bowmanisms' and let
the new technology become part of every day life. Once again
this was the case and the eqpt never let us down.
Our arrival in Poland by train after some 3 days travel was
followed by a heavy rainstorm and a cross country trek in the
dark as we unloaded and moved to our location. The set up again
took place in pouring rain and on uneven ground but this did not
deter our efforts; we were determined to provide the right
facilities. The Bde Staff arrived the next day and routine was soon
established as individual dets met the new staff, adjusted to each
other and started the ex. Large numbers of 'brews' were drank
by all, while at times the main complex was so busy that
everyone had to 'get amongst it' - this included 'pan bash' for
· those unlucky enough to get in the way of Echelon - but don't
worry, comms remained in place!
By EndEx a Fwd Tac HQ had been successfully established and a
Change of Command completed. End result, one happy Bde
Comd. Cpl Ryan once again set his Det on fire, but no harm
was done! For the armd crews, all that remained was a 5 day
'wait and travel back' to sunny Hohne.

101 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
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Maj DC Worden
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STAFF COLLEGE DEMONSTRATION 2006
- by Cpl De-Gernier

The QM shows the families around
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Getting friendly on the Royal Signals Leadership Course
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Staff College Demo 06 was conducted on Salisbury Plain in
October. It was split Into 4 areas: Close Ops, Deep Ops, Rear
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Ops and the C2 stand, which was the Sqn's responsibility.
Students from Staff College and overseas visitors come to learn
how the British Army conducts Ops through the different
spectrums of conflict.
Even with the majority of the Sqn making final preparations
before deploying to Iraq on TELIC 9, it was imperative that the
Staff College Demo went ahead. Visitors came from worldwide
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were pleased to see Aldershot on our return and a well-earned
long weekend was had by all.

102 LO ISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (262)

26 1 EXILES TOUR TO IRAQ - OP TELIC 9
- by Cpl Daz Kirkby and Sig 'Fergie' Ferguson
Just over half of the Sqn have deployed on Op TELIC 9 t o
support HQ NSE in Shaibah and Basrah, and back-filling 19 Lt
Bde for their deployment. We departed Aldershot in 3 groups all
around 8 November, with a few stragglers following a week or so
later.

The initial set up

Armed Forces, such as the United States, Iraq, Norway and
South Africa to name but a few. It was vital the Sqn represented
the Corps and the British Armed Forces in a professional and
respectfu l manner, so we had a week-long set up prior to the
demo.
The OC made it clear that the demos must run like clockwork but with a total of 64 groups passing through, and numerous
visiting Gens, there was plenty of opportunity for mishaps!

The journey was long and uncomfortable, but I don't know what
the Paras moan on about - the RAF were on time and efficient
taking us into theatre. The first thing you notice on arrival in Iraq
is the smell, and I believe the shock of it will stay with me for the
rest of my life. The last leg of the journey had us boarding an
EH101 Merlin helicopter for the trip to Shaibah Log Base. Not a
bad ride, and quite exciting for those who had never experienced
a helicopter flight before.
Straight to business, despite it being 0500hrs, the safety brief.
We were then escorted to our luxury accommodation with ensuite facilities (well sort of!). The next morning found us on the
range check-zeroing our rifles and receiving a show-and-tell on
some of the foreign wpn systems being used in theatre by
insurgents.

The aim of the demo was to give an insight
into C2 in the British Army by displaying the
collective C2 capabilities of the Sqn, the
Bde, the Corps and the British Army as a
whole. Visitors would gain an insight of
how vital effective C2 is to the way the
British Army conducts its business. Once
set up, everyone could see how the Sqn's
assets are utilised and the overall
effectiveness of the ICS infrastructure.
A vignette was run in the Bde HQ during the
visits, which gave the visitors a glimpse of
how the HQ works and an opportunity to
see Bowman. In the other Sqn area the
visitors were given short briefings on the
other systems used by the Corps: JOGS,
ATacCS, Log IS, Cormorant and TALON as
well as legacy systems such as Ptarmigan,
Wotan and SCRA(T). 2 Sig Regt provided
the excellent TALON and Cormorant display.
A busy couple of weeks, but well worthwhile
and everyone kept their sense of humour (most of the time!). All

Members of 261 Incident Response Training

We got the chance to get our hands on them and some were
actually pretty effective. Lastly, we received a practical lesson on
spotting Improvised Explosive Devices (IEDs) whilst on patrol.
Most people spotted them but some were more concerned with
the camel spiders and what might happen if one of them
attacked. The end of our first day in Iraq.
The following day we began our RSOI in earnest. We were
bombarded with briefings and presentations: Health & Hygiene,
Driving in Iraq and the Rules of Engagement. We then received
the camp orientation tour, a most informative period (we all know
where the welfare village is now).
Lastly we received an up to date intelligence report detailing the
latest threats, other than Pte Hadjah's cooking and recent
incidents involving Coalition Forces.
Everyone seems to be settling in fi ne to the pace of life. But alas
so soon into the tour we received some devastating news . . . .
the Pizza Hut and Subway are due to close.

Tent City - Our home for the next six months
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Where's the morale coming from then? Latest weather report ...
warm but brrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr at night!
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EXERCISE MERCURY QUEST DIAMOND - ADVENTURE
TRAINING - by Lt Hunt
At 0900hrs the pers taking part in Ex MERCURY QUEST
DIAMOND departed PRB. By 0905hrs most people were asleep
as the majority of them didn't know that this time existed on a
Sunday! It was a straight forward traffic free drive down, which
meant we arrived at the lodge well ahead of schedule. All admin
was completed quickly before sampling the social life of
Oberstdorf on a Sunday night out of season; therefore for most it
was an early night in anticipation of the following day's activities!
Being the first day, and with the instructors both being relative
novices, the walking groups decided to embark on the same
route. Starting in the Freiburgsee area, the hills were mere slopes
in comparison to what was to come! After a short rest at the
Freiburgsee; a picturesque lake which Sigs Ford and Stock
decided to take a dip as an opportunity to cool down (the
nutters), the climb got a lot tougher especially when the paths
mysteriously disappeared and the instructor, LCpl Baz Mears'
answer was to head straight up! Snow and ice covered all of the
tracks and so the quickest way down was to sit down and slide
down the hill. Sliding down on your backside however was for
wimps as LCpl 'Swanny' Swanick thought it would be a good
idea to go down on his stomach head first. It was very funny but
he didn't seem to smile for the rest of the day - something to do
with his groin area being very bruised!
The kayakers, who went down to the Alpsee to conduct their trg
under LCpl 'Coxie' Cox, fou nd that they were also taking a dip
in a freezi ng cold lake, but not by choice! Cpl 'Katie' Mercer
was one of the kayakers who managed to spend most of her time
in the water with Sig 'Kirsty' Simpson following a close second.
But they soon cheered and warmed up when they finished trg
and went to the local swimming centre for a relaxing and more
importantly hot sauna and swim. To break the monotony of
walking, a group went out mountain biking on the second day.
Supposedly led by Lt Sam Hunt, who in actual fact ended up
following the 2 competitive 'dads' of the group, SSgt Andy
Green and LCpl 'Steve' Brown, who were intent on making the
day a man test! A man test it was and by the end of the day, the
7 had become 3. All in all, it was a fun but painful day that meant
that on the following day there were some good John Wayne
impressions!
It seemed that by Day 3 most people were feeling exhausted
from the effort they had put in on Day 1 and Day 2 but that didn't
mean it was going to get any easier. In fact Day 3 was without a
doubt the most challenging of all 3 days of walking in the Grunten
area.
Those who were feeling energetic went ahead as one group,
reaching the summit within 80 mins; quite a feat given they chose
the steepest way up. They even relied on clawing on clumps of
grass to get up the last couple of hundred metres! By the time
the second group reached the top, Group 1 were full from their
packed lunches, warmed up and ready to conquer the next peak.
Although it was a drop in height, the final part involved hand
railing a very narrow path of rocks that looked over the 2500ft
drop. This proved a challenge for a number of students: Cpl
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Jones, and Sig Hocking to name a couple! There was only a
short rest on the top to regain our composure before heading
back down and back to the lodge. After a few final briefs and a
game (not quick) of Scrabble, the course headed to the local
Chinese restaurant for a meal and a few sociable dnnks!

EXERCISE HALBERD DRIVE - by Cpl Jones
Monday 20 November was the beginning of a driver trg ex for
262 Sig Sqn, mainly consist ing of Bravo and Charlie Tps. The
first day consisted of theory lessons in the morning , instructed by
SSgt Andy Green and LCpl Paul Armstrong from the Sqn MT,
before going onto some more hands-on trg in the afternoon . This
was all in preparation for a road move to Haltern Trg Area the
following morning.
At 0515hrs Tuesday we paraded at the cook house for breakfast,
before starting a first works on all the vehs. Typically, the vehs
had been attacked by gremlins during the night as half the bulbs
and fuses had broken since being checked the day before - in the
11 Os especially. Once the problems had been rectified, Packet 1
left the MT compound just after 0600hrs and Packet 2 left 10
mins later. Not expecting to see Packet 1 until we got to Haltern,
we passed one of their vehs just a few kms out of Gutersloh, and
2 mins later met the rest of the packet. They had stopped to find
that LCpl Pyott, a Class 1 VM, had stopped because his
speedometer wasn 't working. Everyone got back on the road
and all the vehs made it to Haltern by 0845hrs, only to find that
the chef, who had promised culinary delights, was already in
hospital after landing on his head when attempting to get out of a
Bedford. LCpl Mark Fryer was not too badly injured but was
taken back to PRB with a replacement promised in the afternoon.
This left one problem, who was going to make lunch?
Out of all the OS, Cpl Russ Law, aka "Gordon Ramsay",
seemed the perfect choice and did a fantastic job of pie and
chips with the help of Sig Lee Stock. Meanwhile the students
had been split down into groups of 4 and were going through
various stands including; Veh Recovery with Cpl Jase Collins,
Fault Finding with Cpl 'Patty' Pattenden and 'super chef' Cpl
Russ Law, Cross-Country Driving with S5gt Andy Green and
LCpl 'Sid' Sidorowicz and Trailer Reversing with Sig Lee
· Stock. The first day in the field was purely under instruction and
included a brilliant demonstration by the driving expert himself,
SSgt Green, showing how to get a veh bogged in ...twice!
On Wednesday morning,we were split down into 4 different
groups and had to cover 5 different stands where we would be
assessed for the competition. Stand 1 was cross-country driving,
for which we were warned we might want to wear full Gortex! We
arrived at the start point to find a cross-country route of about
3kms, that was not too hard for the driver, but one of the
passengers had the pleasure of carrying a wash bowl full of
water. Each team went twice with points for the amount of water
left at the end.
Stand 2 was trailer reversing with Cpl Vakalala and Sig Stock.
Each group had 2 attempts to get a trailer hooked up and
through a course with a maximum time of 20 mins to complete
the task, with points deducted for incorrect signals, hitting cones
etc. Each group took their best time, with the best being under 8
mins, and the worst not even finishing the course.
Stand 3 was self help with "The Two Ronnies", Cpl Pattenden
and Cpl Law. The groups were given a brief that they had been
given a veh for the first time and were required to carry out a
thorough first works. Strangely enough a few things had been
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tampered with, such as fuses, bulbs and cables, but when the
veh still didn't start most groups where stuck; quite sneaky
cutting the fuel off! Stand 4 was recovery, which meant lots of
digging in a very boggy mix )f sand and clay. All the groups did
really well, especially the final group who managed to get another
Rover and a Foden stuck! The last stand w<.>.c: an RTA first aid
stand, where Sgt Ward had strategically placed 3 casualties.
Once found (eventually!), the casualties were treated and a sitrep
was sent back to the DS.
Once all the stands had been completed everyone made their
way back to North Star and began cleaning up before heading
back in convoy to Gutersloh to get a good night's sleep before
the gruelling day ahead . On Thursday, Lt Hunt had planned a
special treat. First the groups were rearranged into groups of 4
and then dropped at different locations around the airfield to
begin a round robin of comd tasks. Over the next few hours, the
groups went from one to the other, providing the DS with a
number of diamond moments, like LCpl Pyott's "Don't worry, I
can catch the cork, I'm a fisherman " and Sig Daz Hocking
doing an impression of a rubbish acrobat and landing head first
on the POW stand! At 1430hrs we all paraded at the asslt course
for the concluding part of the ex. For the next 2 hours, the 1 Regt
AAC PTI had the pleasure of beasting us through tunnels and
over the asslt course to help determine the winning group of the
day.
Finally, at 1700 hrs we paraded in the bar for a curry to give the
results of the competitions and present the trophies to the
winning groups who were; Cpl Jones, LCpl Cunningham and
LCpl Kenyon for the driving competition and LCpl Fearn, LCpl
Kenyon, Sig Ford and Cfn Hills for the comd tasks and asslt
course.

theatre at 0500hrs the following day, after a 24 hr journey from
Hannover to Al Udeid, then on to Basra until we finally landed in
SLB. We were then escorted to our temporary accommodation
for the next week in Bedouin Camp.
The first 31h days was the RSOI package which brought back
memories of the OPTAG trg we conducted prior to deployment.
'Death by PowerPoint' was very similar to what we had
experienced at Sennelager Trg Camp, apart from the heat and the
dust, which was a new experience for many of us.
One part of the RSOI trg that I will never forget was the IED lane
and grenade range. Apart from the fact that it was a good
hands-on experience, it will remain memorable because LCpl
'Madge' Madgewick was allowed to throw a phosphorous
grenade. This was rapidly followed by her being manhandled to
the ground by the instructor because it landed at very close range
and was therefore a danger to her life! She was advised never to
throw a grenade again for her own safety and that of her fellow
comrades!
The following week saw the handover/takeover of the HQ (UK)
NSE COMMCEN which was successfully completed with 212 Sig
Sqn. We took on their lessons learned and then developed our
own shift system and routine.
The past 6 months in SLB has been a time we will not forget. On
the whole, we are glad to have done our bit for Queen and
Country. At times the job did become painfully tedious and we
did feel the need to break away and do something different. But
thanks to Capt Kelly Griffiths and SSgt Tris Dunbar, 262 Sig
Sqn never missed a trick. We had opportunities to take part in
fire trg, team medic courses, volleyball and football competitions.
We also got out and about on top cover duty with the MT dept.

'Shelly' Briggs, normally an indomitable spirit, only smiled once
she got to the highest point on the day and knew that the rest of
that section was downhill. We don't think she trusted the chains
but she would have had a soft landing, as in the rear with the
gear was Cpl 'Robbo' Robinson. He had a tendency to be the
rear guard whenever there was the necessity for his feet to be
separated from solid ground.
LCpl 'Patrick' Wagacha, who was one of the MLTs for the
exped, ensured us that we had completed the hardest part of the
trek and "that it's all down hill from here". This was a phrase we
heard often but never really came close to believing. After
several more ascents and descents we reached the next Refuge
and after a quick dinner, collapsed into bed.
The next couple of legs were slightly easier and we had plenty of
chances to stop and swim in the natural spas - well swimming
might be an exaggeration as it mainly consisted of a jump in, a
bit of screaming followed by a jump out. Cpl Allan, Sig
•swanny' Swan and Sig 'Barry' Bignell were the only ones
mad enough to take the plunge. Towards the end of the route
everyone, without exception, was mentally and physically
drained. Add some heat rash to the mix and it was enough to
make anyone spit their dummy out or throw their teddy (Bergen)
away, iust ask Sig Swan . When we finally reached the station at
the end of the trek and awaited the arrival of the train which
would take us back to that glorious beach, we finally had the
chance to take stock of what we had achieved. Everyone was
justly proud of themselves for pushing through their comfort zone
and into some decidedly uncomfortable situations. This was one
of the hardest things that many of the exped members had
attempted and was certainly one of the most rewarding to have
completed.

UK (NSE) SIGNAL TROOP

Op TELIC 8 - THE SIG'S PERSPECTIVE - by Sig Cat Blair

I personally had the chance to get up close and personal with
Rupert the Patrol Dog. I think I speak for everybody in saying
what a great job the Dog Sect does in theatre, especially the
dogs. I know from face-to-face experience that they thoroughly
enjoy their job!

102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn deployed to Shaibah Log Base (SLB)
from Princess Royal Barracks on 30 April 2006. We arrived in

Now our tour has ended everyone is looking forward to spending
some time with their loved ones over Christmas.

Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

u

oc

RSM

Capt Kelly Griffiths
SSgt Tris Dunbar

39 INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (213)
Maj CM Vaudin
W01(RSM) Spiers

EXERCISE CORSICAN FINN - by SSgt Sarah Staff
The GR 20 is world famous for being the toughest trekking route
in Europe. As a measure of its harshness, it is used by the
French Foreign Legion for their Mountain Warfare trg. It was also
about to play host to a team of 14 intrepid explorers from 213 Sig
Sqn for a week of AT.
Early morning on 4 October, saw the exped members set off to
Corsica to attempt to complete the gruelling route. It was a bit of
a relay race around several airports but we all managed to find
our way through Heathrow, under the watchful eye of Capt
'Chris' Parkes and finally landed in Nice - unfortunately sans
some of our luggage. After the inevitable panic, we discovered
that they were still happily located somewhere in London and
would be sent out the following day, so we decided to continue
on to Corsica and hope fervently that they would turn up in time.
When we did finally get to the island, everyone was hugely
disappointed to learn that they would have to spend a day
shopping, sampling the excellent local beer, topping up their tans
and generally killing time until the missing bags turned up and
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everyone got back their full scales of eqpt. SSgt's 'Mandie'
Eardley and 'Sarah' Staff found the effort a bit too much and
had to hire a car to cope with their shopping! Apparently it was
all trekking food - honest!
After Sgt Wall and Cpl 'Ian' Allan were reunited with their bags,
we were all ready to start the trek. Getting slightly carried away,
LCpl 'Archie' Archer took the lead and took us on the scenic
route. After a couple of hours spent boulder hopping up a river, it
slowly started to dawn on people that we might have taken the
wrong path, fortunately we were due to cross the way marked
path a bit later on so we persevered on our current route and
didn't give him too much grief! We only started to realise exactly
what we had let ourselves in for when we started to climb the first
few mountains. People were already beginning to hurt and the
prospect of another 6 days of the same was scary. When we
finally reached the first hostel everyone was either in pieces or
close to cracking. Sleep is a marvellous thing and the start of the
second leg went a bit better, although a few people had to drop
out due to bad feet, painful hips or falling foul of drinking dirty
water. This was truly when we realised why the GR 20 has the
justly deserved reputation of being the hardest trek in Europe.
We had to contend with climbs which were quite frightening when
carrying a pack and at some points the only thing attaching us to
the side of a mountain was a rusty old metal chain. LCpl
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EXERCISE WANDERING FINN - by Cpl Luton
Ex WANDERING FINN was a Level 3 exped to Peru held over the
period 10 - 29 September and was organised by 2Lt 'Ash'
Jeyes.
Travelling to Peru took us a couple of days and included over 20
hrs of flying from Belfast City to Cusco via Heathrow, Madrid and
Lima. By the time we arrived we were all keen to get on with the
exped. As we got off the plane and walked into baggage reclaim
at Cusco airport there was no doubting we had arrived. There
was a small band dressed in brightly coloured 'ponchos' playing
all sorts of instruments and singing songs in Quechua, the
language of the Incas, the weather was warm and sunny, and at
over 3000m above sea level you could already feel the difference
in altitude. Prior to actually starting the trek we had a couple of
days in Cusco to acclimatise. It was a bustling place full of
tourists and with dozens of shops, restaurants and bars. It was
clear that there would be plenty to keep us all busy while we
'acclimatised '. By 0600hrs the next day we were on the road to
Cachora, where we would begin our hike.
The route was extremely dusty at first but the going was pretty
easy, which was lucky as I don't think any of us were completely
acclimatised to the altitude yet. We stopped at a small camp site
a few hrs later and pitched our tents for our first night in the
wilderness. After dinner everybody settled down to enjoy their
first night out and with Cpl 'Matt' Holmes on the guitar, the
group decided to unwind by butchering some of Oasis's classics
before calling it a night. The next few days included a lot of
climbing, so we were glad to hear that we had a 'rest' day at a
camp site just short of Choquiquerau. The route took us around
some of the most amazing parts of the Andes and the views were
spectacular the whole way round. In the 10 day trek we were
lucky enough to encounter natural hot springs, some rather
precarious bridges over the Urubamba and Rio Blanco rivers and
peaks as high as 4660m above sea level. The trek fin ished in a
small tourist town called Aguas Calllentes, which means 'hot
water' . From there we headed up to the site of Machu Picchu,
known as the lost city of the Incas, where we would finish this
phase of the exped.
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EXERCISE SWORD FINN - by Sig Phillpott
On Sunday 29 October, the advance party set off for Normandy
on Ex SWORD FINN, accompanied by 15 more eager members
of the Sqn on the following Monday. After a long, tiring journey,
we arrived in the city of Caen in good spirits!
Tuesday came and we were up bright and early to set out and
learn about the Normandy airborne and beach landings, headed
up by Capt Stanley. The precedent was set by Cpl Hancock's
high level of knowledge and excellent presentation on the
Pegasus Bridge and the Marville Battery; people started to flap
(Cpl Gallagher for one). After a debatable, very nice lunch, we
visited Le Grand Bunker, which with its narrow corridors, low
ceilings, steep staircases and very cramped ladder ways,
managed to glue Sgt Fisher in place for what seemed like an
eternity as we all waited and laughed on the roof.
it was SSgt Ralley's group to teach us about Op GOODWOOD.
With presentations given by Cpl Tighe, Cpl Woolley, LCpl
Larkins, Sig Heaney and Sig Watt, a clear picture started to
appear of the grisly battles at Normandy and what the soldiers
had to go through.
So to lighten the mood slightly, lunch was accompanied with
some quick shopping, and a visit to Toys 'R' Us, where Sig
Heaney purchased a giant pair of gorilla fists to massage
everyone's heads. Although I don't think hitting everyone on the
head quite worked!
Thursday was the last full day, and with a slightly different view,
Capt Webster and her group presented on different battles of
the Falaise gap, but from a soldier's point of view. Giving us more
insight as to what exactly the thoughts of the soldiers in WW2
were and what exactly they going through. A stand-up
presentation from Sgt Fisher lightened the mood to start off
with. LCpl Spinks, Cpl Storey and I also had the chance to put
the point across, which was done very well.
In the afternoon to finish of the tour, we visited a commonwealth
cemetery to pay our respects and to take in the grand scale of
soldiers that died. After a prayer given by LCpl Featherstone
and a minute's silence, we headed back to the hotel to prepare
for the journey home the following morning.

MERCURY CUP TEAM PHYSICAL CHALLENGE
- by Capt lmran Ahsan
The day began well enough with all the teams arriving on time
and complete at the Sports Hall, 5 mins before the 5 mins before
· the stated time as all good soldiers should. The Physical
Challenge Day was to comprise of 3 teams competing in 4
different events, namely a 3km Stretcher Race, a Snatch Land
Rover Push, a 25 Minute Swim Event and a Multi Stage Fitness
'Bleep' Test. All the events got off to a smooth start with a few
last minute additions and subtractions to the teams causing a bit
of a panic. Most people wondered why they had 'volunteered' for
the team when they were about 5 mins into the first event!
The competition for first place was always going to be between B
Tp and the combined I Tp/ SHQ team. With the swimming
experience of W02 'Phil' Stroudley the I Tp/SHQ Tp team was
a favourite to win the swim, but due to a few painful belly flops
for team members they failed to beat the seemingly superhuman
B Tp. Finally, in the closing stages of the day, I Tp/ SHQ won the
Land Rover Push and gave B .,..p cause for concern. The day
concluded iwith the prize giving. There was a bit of a delay while
the Ladies Netball Team assembled, but the time was spent
usefully sampling the beer. B Tp won the event with I Tp/ SHQ
coming in a relatively close second. A Tp was very pleased with
its third place finish , until someone pointed out that there were
only 3 teams competing. On a serious note, the day whilst being
physically demanding, was enjoyed by all the participants and
helped foster teamwork, camaraderie and leadership along with
the maintenance of a healthy level of competition between Tps.
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JOINT SERVICE SIGNAL UNIT (CYPRUS)
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JOINT SERVICE SIGNAL UNIT (VOLUNTEERS)
oc

Lt Cul C Mcintosh
WOI l.. Crossing

Maj Dennis Weir MBE
W0 1 John Farrell

PSAWO

During the September trg weekend, our small specialist TA unit
was very honoured to host a visit by the Chief of Defence
Intelligence, Air Marshall Peach CBE .

First. huge congratulations go to RSM Crossing and FofS Col
Raynor for passing their LECB in October. The Unit have been
extremely busy dealing with the hectic op tempo we are all being
subjected to, although we maintain a 'work hard, play hard'
ethos. We have created a sporting calendar for 2007 consisting
of all unit sports teams from the Ay Nik Stags to the Netball team!

The Air Marshall was given an update on changes and
achievements in the unit since he last saw us some 2 years ago
and then visited various areas of trade trg within the op
environment, provided to us by our hosts JSSW(Digby). Having
spent, what was certainly for us, a stimulating hour engaging
members of the unit in conversations on a whole raft of defence
intelligence questions, the Air Marshall was then kind enough to
perform 2 ceremonial duties. The first was to cut a ribbon to
formally open our newly refurbished bar, 'The Y Return' and the
second was to present the Iraq Medal to SSgt Spud Turner Int
Corps, who last year completed a mobilization tour in sp of 14
Sig Regt.

The wives within our Unit have also been extremely busy, Mrs
Bridget Mcintosh and Tess Quinsey organised the annual 'Ay
Nik Charity Fashion Show' held in November. They managed to
raise over £700 for various charities and the ladies that took part
looked fabu lous. On 8 December, the Unit hosted the Cyprus
cross-country league event. Over 100 runners took part (mainly
because it became CO's PT!) over the fast 1Okm course. A big
thanks to all the gym staff who made the event a great success.

Air Marshall Peach congratulates SSgt Spud Turner after the
presentation of his Iraq medal

1 SQUADRON

oc
SSM

The Sqn bids farewell to Sqn Ldr Kev Raynor and Lesley
Anne who move back to the UK on a quick posting and LCpl
Platt who leaves a noticeable gap within Golf Sect. We welcome
Sqn Ldr Martin Gellini and his family as he takes comd of the
Sqn after Christmas and LCpl Puttnam who arrived on island in
uniform! (Golf Sect forgot to mention he could actually travel in
ciwies!)
Chf Tech Mathews led Ex PURPLE ENDEAVOUR on Pyla
Ranges. The exercising troops, mainly from 1 Sqn were
subjected to over 25kms worth of tabbing , day and night to test
their leadership skills. Unfortunately many of the troops (some of
whom never wear boots!) sustained terrible blisters but still
managed to complete the ex that finished with a battle at first
light.
2 SQUADRON

oc
SSM

DCSA

Sqn Ldr K Raynor
W02 R Kidd

Lt Cdr Bassett
W02 D Holroyd

The Sqn had some good news this month with our very own SSM
coming off the board for his W01 , some lucky regt is going to
have a new RSM soon. The Station has just opened a new Royal
Signals Jed internet cafe, 'NIKNET' that was created from scratch
by W01(FofS) Col Raynor, Sgt Ian Robson and Sig Ian
Williams. It was officially opened by the CO, Lt Col
Mcintosh, on 8 December 2006. In the recent Unit
Shooting Skill at Arms Meet, 2 Sqn's A and B teams came
1st and 2nd storming ahead of the other Sqn 's teams.
With 2 Sqn's B team winning the falling plate competition
as well.

DIS D

Chf Tech Mathews briefs the troops - 14, Keep off the snow!,
21, You ain 't seen me, right!

Wride off to the fitness fanatics of 21 6 Sig Sqn, we wish you all
the best of luck.
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INFRASTRUCTURE AND HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON
Sqn Comd
Unit Sgt Major

Maj A S Johnson
W02(SSM) K Crawford

DCSA CCU v 237 SIGNAL SQUADRON - FOOTBALL AND
RUGBY - by Sig Mills
HQ SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj J Boyle
W02 Middleton

Late in October, the Sqn organised a 24hr 'swimathon' raising
money for Silver Child. The endurance accolade must go to Sgt
Tony Raby. After being promised a MMG Full English Breakfast
by SAC Pat Howie managed 640 lengths (that 's 1O miles!) in 6
hours.
We have recently hosted Ex VIXEN VANQUISH , a mil style ex for
the 'serving spouses' here in Cyprus. The ex began with a kit
inspection from which 2 hair dryers and 3 teddy bears were
confiscated from the ladies. They endured drill from the RSM
and comd tasks in the swimming pool with SSgt(QMSI) Doree
before moving onto the live firing range to test their abilities with
the L85A2 . The title of Miss 'Vixen Vanquish ' was awarded to
Sophie Lee by the CO.

In the Amathunta half marathon, Sgts Fraser McCallum,
Ian Robson and JP Thomas and Cpl 'Jonno' Fielding
came 3rd in the team competition. Just one more trophy
to go into the cabinet, at this rate we are going to have to
ask the other Sqns if we can rent out some of the space in
theirs!
We bid a sad farewell to Sgt Tony Raby and wife Karin
off to the cooler climates of 16 Sig Regt. We can hear the
sigh of relief from all Navy personnel who can now sleep
easier at mess functions. Also farewell to LCpl 'Merv'

DCSA - CYPRUS COMMUNICATIONS UNIT

The CO opens the NIKNET
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On 9 Oct 06, a selection of players consisting of Royal Signals
personnel, RAF and a 'lonesome civvy ' came together to play a
friendly football match against 237 Sig Sqn of 14 Sig Regt, who
took a well earned afternoon off the arduous Ex LION SUN .
Everything seemed to be running smoothly until 5 mins before
kick off when the referee called to say he couldn 't make it,
typical! W02 Morgan had to step in and play the part of referee.
14 Sig Regt brought the rest of the Sqn down to cheer them on
which was a boost for them. DCS CCU took an early lead with a
long ball over the defence from LCpl Gav Mason to put Sig
Andy Mercer through on goal and he struck the ball from the
edge of the 18 yard box past the keeper and into the top right
corner. WO Kev Thornton took on 2 defenders and put Sig
Mercer through on goal yet again and he calmly put the ball into
the back of the net to give the home side a 2 - O lead.
The defence were strong and were kept in line by Cpl Mick
Clarke with some excellent play from Marcu:; Holden and Cpl
Dave Fraser, with some rather unusual but effective play from
Sig Adie Mills. Nevertheless, a great piece of play by 237 put
them through on goal to make it 2 - 1. Then they got a great
goal, lobbing the keeper to make it level at 2 - 2. We knew we
had a real battle on our hands and Sig Gaz McFegan went on a
great run taking the ball through the midfield and then the
defence to put Sig Andy Mercer through yet again to smash the
ball into the back of the their net to give us a 3 - 2 lead. Sig
Paul Cross then went on a great individual run and put the ball
across the face of the goal but there was nobody around to put
the ball home.
The last couple of minutes were really tiring for both teams, but
the visitors found a last bit of strength to fire the ball home past a
helpless keeper to make the game 3 - 3. The final whistle went
and the captains decided to finish the game with a penalty
shootout. There were some excellent penalties from Marcus
Holden, LCpl Paul Bates, Sig Rogers and Sig Mills. With the
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visitors putting a penalty wide of the post it was all down to Sig
Paul Cross to put the ball away and give the home side the win
which he did calmly to give CCU a 5 - 4 win after penalties.
Happy Valley was the stage for the DCSA CCU 7s team to play
237 Sig Sqn, 14 Sig Regt. The CCU team were missing key
players, who had previously beaten 14 Sig Regt in the Corps 7s
and some of the players were still jaded from the football match
the previous day. Here though was the chance to blood new
players. The game started off very badly for CCU with the OC
Sqn, Maj Johnson, having to pull out with injury in the first few
minutes. By the time this happened 14 Sig Regt were well on the
way to avenging their defeat in the 7s. The half time score was
CCU 7 - 14 Sig Regt 30. The CCU scorer was Sig Olly
Josephs, converted by Sig Adie Mills. The half time team talk
was from W02(FoS) Gaz Clapham and SSgt Taff Lougher.
The second half started off where the first had left off, with 14 Sig
Regt running in quick tries. This seemed to upset Taff who made
.an appearance. This seemed to settle the team into a good unit.
This half also saw an appearance by Cpl Bob Wells, who
demonstrated some interesting tackling techniques.
Unfortunately the changes came too late to affect the score with
Sig Josephs running in one more try, compared with 6 by 14 Sig
Regt. So in true after game traditions it was drinks all round late
into the night.

DCSA CYPRUS WALKDOWN 2006
- by Cpl Damon Aggersberg
Three very weary walkers, W02[USM) Crawford, Sig Josephs
and Sig Davies of the winning 'Mad Cow Disease' team
completed the DCSA Walkdown 2006 in an incredible 2 hrs 34
mins. Whether it turns out to be a record or not, last weekend 's
event was a resounding success for all with over 150 competitors
completing the arduous 18 mile plus trek in near ideal conditions,
but over some very challenging terrain.
Fifty-two teams of 3 congregated at the starting line outside the
Platres Trout Farm high up in the Troodos Mountains on a very
cold but bright morning at 0730hrs ready for the 0800hrs start.
Whilst some of the assembled teams had designs on winning the
competition, most were there more for the experience, the
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Lloyd and Mrs Collins who ran an excellent race and finished in
a time of 3 hrs and 29 mins. In the veterans category, 'The Old
Musketeers' showed many of the youngsters how it should be
done. Sgt Prytherch , Maj Tutell and Flt Lt Penwill finishing
the event in 3 hrs and 4 mins. 'The Try Troop' were the winners
of the all female category with Nicola Scott, Ingrid Kemp and
Lisa Jones completing the course in a time of 4 hrs and 35
mins.
In the all male category the 'JSSU HQ 1 Sqn' were the victors.
Sgt Males, SAC Egorton and SAC Best finished in 3 hrs and 5
mins. Winners of the DCSA CCU category, and the overall
winners of this year's event, were W02 (USM) Crawford , Sig
Josephs and Sig Davies of 'Mad Cow Disease' who finished
the event in an amazing time of 2 hrs 34 mins. Sgt Brian Innes
said: "Thanks must go to all the committee members and
volunteers for all their efforts in making this year's Walkdown
such a success. As a committee, we would also like to thank the
sponsors of this year's event and the competitors. We hope to
see you all again next year."
The DCSA Walkdown, in its various guises, is now in its 24th year
and remains as popular as ever. This year's event once again
attracted massive interest with all proceeds going to both the
Army and RAF Benevolent Funds - the sum raised is likely to be
well over £1000.

It wasn 't until after the first 25 shots that people started to feel
the aches and pains on their shoulders, which unfortunately saw
Cpl Mel Wisky and Mr Colin Stevenson withdraw from the
competition. As the day came to a close the results of the
competition were in. The prize for the wonkiest eye of the day
went to Cpl Chris Craven, while the title of Top Gun went to a
tiebreaker between Cpl Bob Wells and myself. After a shoulder
aching round of sudden death, Bob came out as No.1. The day
was a huge success - with the exception of wonky eye Cpl
Craven who couldn't hit a bovine's behind. A good time was had
by all and the Tp are looking forward to the next outing.

DHEKELIA TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Jim Boyden
SSgt G Fisher

Dhekelia has recently had the kind of face-changing that would
put Chelsea FC to shame. With the departure of Cpl Jock
Taylor, LCpls Tom Coole and Nicky Lewis, and Sig Philpott
and the imminent departure of Cpl Dave Sanderson, LCpl Gav
Mason and (soon to be LCpls) Paul Nurse, Dave Stevens,
Chris Pain and Mark Griffiths, the future would look bleak if it
wasn't for the arrivals of Cpls Craig Bate, Bob Wells and Rob
Heap, LCpl Neil Vance and Sigs Russ Matthews, Dan
Powell, Gaz McFegan, Dave Best and Chesney Rogers.

WEST TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgts

Capt Paul Williams
SSgt P Mcleish and SSgt A D'Or

EPISKOPI TEAM BUILDING DAY - by Cpl Andy Fu

The winning team - Sig Josephs, W02 (USM) Crawford and
Sig Davies

enjoyment of taking part and the incredible sense of achievement
that completing this annual event brings. Smiles and much
joviality were therefore on clear display throughout the day with
the members of the 'Mad Cow Disease' the first to cross the
finish line at the JR's club at 1040hrs. From this point on, and all
through the afternoon, one by one the teams crossed the line and
made their way to the bar for a well deserved drink. It was here in
the CCU Families Club packed with competitors, sp staff, and
well-wishers that Wg Cdr Featherstone, CO DCSA CCU, began
the presentation of prizes for the day's events. Winners of the
general category were the 'Mouflons', Lt Col Simpson, Mrs

There was an air of nervous tension in the Episkopi Garrison Gun
(EGG) Club waiting room. This could have been due to the
group's overall lack of experience with 12 bore shooting and the
rumours of the guns kicking like mules if not held correctly.
However with an impending thunderstorm steadily making its way
onto our position I soon realised what was causing the sense of
unease with the guys. "What do we do if the lightning starts"
asked Sgt Mark Vinten, "It's OK, the stocks are all made of
wood!" replied the range staff. Not funny. The thought of us all
standing with long metal conductors in the air did actually cross
my mind.
By way of good fortune the storm missed us. With forked
lightning in the distant sky we got stuck into the shoot. The fun
factor started to kick in almost immediately for some as the clay
pigeons exploded in the air, Sig Adrian Mills cried out "Gimme
one of these instead of my A2!" - he'd still fail a weapons test if
he had a Challenger 2!

Congratulations must also go to Cpl Scott Lewis for organising
a cracking wives ' day with everyone having a good time, even if
the wives' excellent marksmanship embarrassed the husbands on
the range! Special mention to Mr Matt Lewis. More on this in
the next issue! We are all now looking forward now to a New
Year full of challenges and hangovers (especially after the recent
Christmas function, cheers to LCpl Paul Bates and LCpl Chris
Joughin for that).

THE 40TH DHEKELIA DASH 2006 - by Sgt Wayne Stewart
Saturday 21 October 06 saw the start of the annual Dhekelia
Dash, 15 man relay race around Area 2 of Dhekelia Garrison. The
aim of the competition is for a team of 15 runners, to each run 1
mile around a set route in the quickest possible time before
handing the baton over to the next runner until all 15 have run 1
mile.
The DCSA CCU team looked exceptionally strong before the
race. On paper each runner had the ability to run a sub-six
minute mile. The team set off at a blistering pace with Sig
Josephs representing CCU . After only 4 min 57 secs, Sig
Josephs stormed across the line in first place. The next 5
runners also narrowly held onto the lead, with the UN in second
place by only 30 secs. But the lead didn't last long, over the next
few minutes the UN had overtaken CCU with only 3 runners left
to go, and the gap was almost a minute. It seemed an impossible

oc
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Overall the race had produced some outstanding times. CCU's
combined finishing time was 1 hr 26 min 18 sec, breaking last
year's winning time of 1 hr 27 min 45 sec by over a minute. The
day was a success, raising over £9000 for charity.

QM
SQMS

Capt Paul Williams
SSgt Ba.z Botwright

The MT have recently conducted a week of specialist driver trg,
which included Crane Atlas Lorry Mounted (CALM) along with the
Slinger banks man qualification and the Mobile Elevated Working
Platform (MEWP) or Cherry Picker as it is more commonly known.
The trg was not as hard as Sig Ollie Josephs made it out to be,
his excuse was that he was a member of the 3 man team that
won the DCSA Walk down 2 days before in a record breaking
time. The course was a complete success with all those
attending walking away with the relevant qualifications. The top
·student on the Cherry Picker course, awarded to Sig Andy
Mercer, will now have the privilege of placing the fairy on top of
the Xmas tree in Dodge City. Other news is that we say farewell
to Cpl Andy Keatley and his family and wish them all the best in
Colerne and we welcome his replacement Cpl Ritchie Silcock
in to the Dept and hope he has an excellent tour.

628 SIGNAL TROOP

Capt AOH Biggs
W02(FofS) Taff Ceaser
Sgt Randy Randerson

Tp FofS
Tp SSgt
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task to make up. The last 3 runners, Sig Paul Cross, Cpl
Wainwright and W02(USM) Crawford ran an extremely hard
race and made up almost half a minute on the leaders, but it was
too late, the UN crossed the line in first place 30 secs ahead of
CCU to win the Dhekelia Dash Mil Category.

QM/MT DEPARTMENT

l1__
West Troop

Sgt Stewart starts his mile ....

Reconstruction Team (PRT) ir Afghanistan and also to sp various
NATO exs conducted across l::urope.

INTRODUCTION

AFGHANISTAN DEPLOYMENT - by LCpl Dave Carter

Since the last article back in the August edition of The Wire, it has
continued to be a very busy period for 628 Sig Tp, with members
of the Tp re-deploying once again to the Provisional

Members of the Tp once again deployed to Afghanistan on 16
October following a briefing given by the Tp OC and a farewell
drink of port as we were leaving. We arrived in Kandahar Air
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base the next day to a hot and very dusty airfield , where we were
'processed' and then shown to our luxury accommodation - a
300 man tent! After an initial arrival brief, followed by a briefing
frcm the CO, Lt Col Burgin , we settled down to sort our 'stuff'
out and fam iliarize ourselvP.s with Tim Horton's coffee shop and
Burger King.
On assuming the role of 2nd Line PAT. we r are going to install
new cable infrastructures at 9 PAT sites, some being more taxing
than others. A delay in the arrival of much needed stores meant
that init ially our time was most ly spent laying cable in the Air
Base. After a c ouple of weeks, W02(FofS) Taff Ceaser and a
select few departed to carry out a recce of the sites earmarked
for installations and as he would tell us all later, «It's a bit 'racey'
out there boys"! The stores required for the installations finally
arrived, with SSgt Tony Rosen impressed to see a sign on one
of the brand new computers that read 'DO NOT DROP AGAIN'!
This made the rest of the team laugh at the realisation that the
whole pallet had in fact been dropped already!
With the imminent departure to the first PAT, we found ourselves
build ing pallets for the eqpt out of any wood we could beg,
borrow or steal, w ith LCpl Gaz Richards commenting that we
were hardly joiners or trained for making pallets. On one of the
following nights, we were subjected to our first mortar attack.
Most of the team got out of their beds including LCpl Bland who
got fully dressed and LCpl Richards having 'a bit of a mare'?
SSgt Munslow soon appeared telling everybody we could go
back to bed.
As the first team deployed out to the PAT, the remaining teams
continued to build pallets and enjoy Tim Horton's facilities (nice!).
All this while enduring the first rain that Kandahar had seen for a
few years which meant that the luxurious 300 man tent began to
flood . With the first team 's arrival back to the airfield a few days
later on completion of a successful installation, the other teams
departed for their install sites, leaving Team 2 to continue building
pallets and lay more line around the airfield.
One night as we were relaxing, another mortar attack began,
sending us scrambling for the bunker, where we found the
occupants included Lt Col Burgin . We were soon joined by an
un-amused Cpl Ford, fresh from the showers, sporting body
armour, helmet and wpn, and wearing a towel and flip flops much
to the amusement of the whole bunker!
The team continued to work long hours in an attempt to finish
installing the remaining PAT sites by Christmas and to complete
the cabling of Kandahar air base however, a few members of the
troop Sgt Dave Shilton, Cpl Tony Blackbum, LCpls Dave
Carter and Gaz Richards, were pleased to hear that that they
would be returning back to Elmpt and their awaiting families in
early December, with the remaining members of the Tp due to
arrive back home in late December.

EXERCISE STEADFAST JAW 06, TURKEY - by Sig Hebditch
Ex STEADFAST JAW 06 was a NATO comms, interoperability and
confirmatory ex carried out in both Germany and Turkey over the
period 28 October - 06 December. Elements of 628 Sig
Tp were tasked to support 2 NATO Sig Bn (2 NSB) in
both Istanbul in Turkey and Baumholder in Germany. The
ex was split into 2 phases: the first being the
Interoperability phase, where several member nations
attempted to interlink their comms systems using the
Tactical SATCOM we were tasked to provide. The
second was the confirmatory phase, where 2 NSB tested
their own NATO Tactical SATCOM and JS infrastructure.
VTC , Voice, and Data were all provided in support of a
NATO HQ.
The Team sent to Turkey consisted of Sgt 'Boydy' Boyd,
LCpl Donna Holmes, Sigs Anna Gailey, Chris Tuck
and 'Slim' Hebditch. We arrived in Turkey with orders
to be accommodated by the Turkish Army in a Barracks
at Taksas in Istanbul. When we were shown to our
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accommodation, it was obviously a far cry from w hat some
nations would consider a 'reasonable standard' . The men had to
share the equivalent of a British 4-man room between 25 British
and American soldiers , although the females had a nice big room
between t he fou r of them! The ablutions were interesting, being
literally a hole in the floor! The Italian contingent definitely didn't
appreciate the accommodation, so much so in fact t hat they
moved us all out of the barracks and into the Princess Hotel (5
star) - nice! Morale took an instant boost at this point. The
atmosphere was defi nitely interesting in that t here were so many
nations all together in one place; Greek, Turkish, French, Spanish,
Dutch, American and Italian to name a few.
The Italians were good to work with and very friendly, although
once they started talking we did not expect too much work to get
done because of their love of socialising. It was also a bit of a
shock when they pulled out a bottle of Sambuca and started
pouring shots out for everyone, we thought this should be noted
for future British exs! During the 6 week period we did get some
down time in the form of a few 'Culture Days', when members of
the Turkish contingent gave us guided tours of Istanbul, contact
LCpl Holmes or Sig Gailey for info and advice on shopping in
Turkey, as between them they almost cleaned out the whole city!
All in all, we found Turkey to be an extremely interesting city and
a really good place to go for shopping, but beware if you go with
your wives or girlfriends - prepare yourself for long days!

REMEMBRANCE DAY IN THE TOWN OF YPRES
- by Sig Kearns
Sat urday 11 November is the day people all over the world pay
their respects for the people who gave their lives in the Great
War. A 2 minute silence is held at 11 OOhrs to mark the end of
the War. 628 Sig Tp travelled to pay our respects in the town of
Ypres in Belgium. At 11 OOhrs, we bowed our heads at the foot of
Menin Gate, the entrance to the town, to remember all those who
lost their lives. Serving in the Army ourselves, we all felt an
emotional connection as we watched t he various parades pass
through the entrance and remained silent for 2 mins. There were
several thousand people at the gate all crowded in and lining the
streets; people of all different ages and religions were there to
pay their respects. I also learned that many people come to this
place every year, travelling hundreds of miles to come and
remember friends and family they had lost.
Afterwards we all took a moment to look around the Gate, a
unique place where the walls, stairs and sides are engraved with
the names and reg iments of those who died and who have no
known grave. After we had looked around the Gate and had
some time to imagine the number of people lost, we made our
way to a local area, where there was an old trench site. There
was information t hat the British and German trenches were just
feet apart from each other and you could still see how they had
been destroyed by the shell explosions making craters which
were still visible today. Looking at the photos of the area from
the war, it was hard to believe how anybody could have lived,
fought and most of all survived in the terrain. It is also hard to

believe that in all this death and destruction that the poppy is
able to bloom - giving us the symbol of remembrance that we
have today. We also stopped at what looked like a samll
cemetery but when we entered the gates looking down a.t the
rows of head stones we realised that there were thousands of
men buried in front of us. We took time to walk through the rows
reading t he headstones. I was surprised to find that some of the
graves did not contain just one body, but some contained up to 6
or 7 men that had not been identified. While reading the
headstones, I was taken aback when I noticed that a lot of t he
people who where buried there were younger than I and I am only
21 yrs old . Most of the young men buried there were only 18 or
19 yrs old . It made me think of the families and of the brave
young men who died in the Great War. The day meant a lot to
me. It brought home to me the bravery of those young men and

the sacrifice they made. Each year I will continue to wear the
poppy and be proud of the sacrifice it represents and remember
with thanks the courage they showed in giving their lives for our
fut ure.

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
The Tp warmly welcomes Sgt Richie Brown, who arrives from 2
Sig Regt, also Sigs Craig Keams and Ali Hosty from 39 Inf Bde
and 11 Sig Regt respectively. The Tp would like to say farewell to
Sgt Dave Shilton and Sig 'Slim' Hebditch, who are posted to
JCHQ Cheltenham and 19 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn respectively. We
must also say goodbye to Sgt Steve Boyd who is leaving the
Army to settle in Holland - we wish him all the best for the future.
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Some of you will have heard of SANGCOM, some of you may
not. Those who have are probably those who have served in the
Project Team and those who have not are probably those who
wished hey had . This is a short article for those who are
interested in either knowing what SANGCOM is all about or
finding out what is going on at the moment. The UK MOD
SANGCOM Project Team has a mission to deliver an improved
military comd and control capability to the Saudi Arabian Nation
Guard (SANG) by providing advice on technical innovation with
emphasis placed on UK experience. The SANG is a mil force ,
approximately 100,000 strong, whose primary role is Internal
Security and thus is located in the major cities and around the
major key points in the country.
To deliver the SANGCOM mission, the team comprises a mix of
Royal Signals officers, warrant officers and civil servants, who
together provide an acquisition and project management
capability and through the management of a UK-based pri me
contractor, deliver the op and maint of the SANG comms
infrastructure and the tech t rg of SANG soldiers. The team is also
involved in the design and further development of state-of-the-art
comms networks which the SANG currently has and continually
upgrade, to maintain a capability at the cutting edge of comms
technology. Although a very small team, it is extremely effective
and has continuously supported the SANG for 27 years during
which time it has become, and is recognised as, a key element in
defence diplomacy in the reg ion.
The SANG network comprises integrated digital comms systems,
ranging from Tetra-based secure radio through fibre-optic , digital
microwave and digital tropo systems to VSAT and digital HF.
Delivering the high levels of service availability demanded by the
SANG, together with reliable advice throughout this broad
spectrum of comms, requires high-calibre team members capable
of working independently and effectively across the Kingdom,
whilst understanding and working within unique cultural
constraints and sensibilities. The team recently received a visit
from the SOinC(A), who provided mil members with an update on
developments in the 'mainstream' Army and in turn he was
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briefed on current projects, ops and trg in which the SANGCOM
team are involved. Perhaps we are not the forgotten army! The
team is always striving to improve the way we work within the
team and to our customer (SANG). To achieve this aim both the
SANGCOM team and the Prime Contractor (GPT SPM Ltd) have
undergone a restructuring and embarked on a series of IPT
workshops to investigate and develop business strategies and
processes to enable quicker delivery of new capabilities to the
National Guard.
These have met with a significant degree of success and further
workshops are planned to develop project delivery further. Of
course, whilst we work hard we also like to play hard and team
members are involved in all sorts of activities ranging from the
inevitable golf, hashing, various sports (diving to badminton) and
desert camping/touring, such as following in the footsteps of
Lawrence of Arabia along the Hejaz Railway. The Royal Signals
contingent is currently 1 x Col, 2 x Lt Col, 6 x Maj (DE, LE
TOT/Tfc) and 2 x WO (YofS/FofS). Perhaps you are one of these
people who would gain from serving in such a diverse and
challenging unit?

SOinC(A) Visit to SANGCOM Team

ROYAL CORPS OF SIGNALS CLAY TARGET SHOOTING

Some of the Troop under the Manin Gate, Ypres on 11 November 2006
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Clay Pigeon, or to be politically correct - Clay Target Shooting is
one of the fastest growing sports in the UK. Even though it has
been around for many years, it is relatively new in Army circles
with the Army Team celebrating its 10th anniversary this year.
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Within the Corps, it has only been formalised in the last 2 years.
So what is Clay Target Shooting? Clay Target shooting is a sport
which simulates shooting game e.g . pheasants, ducks,
partridges, squirrels, crows, rabbits and of course pigeon, using a
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shotgun. The larget is a saucer-like disc made of clay composite
and the standard size is approximately 11 Omm in diameter and
approximately 20mm in depth. This is then thrown at speed in
any direction from an electric trap, either singly or in pairs. These
targets can be thrown in '.l variety of ways: from a tower, rolling
along the ground away fmm the shooter, crossing to the front - in
fa~t in any way which sirr.ulates live game. From this a number
of disciplines fall out. Th!:l most common .1re: English Sporting
(ESP) which simulates anything that has fur and feather; English
Skeet (ESK) - different combinations of crossing birds; and Down
The Line (DTL), where the shooter stands on a set point and the
clay is thrown away from the shooter.
The aim is simple; you get points for hitting the targets and no
points for missing. Sounds simple really, but it isn't! It is actually
quite complex as you have to take into account a number of
factors such as shot size, choke choice, stance, pick up point,
visualisation point, kill point, speed of the target, flight line,
distance, sight picture, how much lead to give the bird, follow
through of the shot (hold on , it seems almost like the
marksmanship principles all over again). Most people assume
that because of the spread of shot, a shotgun will hit anything like most things in life, don't always believe what you see in
Hollywood! Previous Wire reports have explained the beginning
of the Corps Championships at Colerne under SSgt Karl
Hannah. These revealed a number of shooters who formed a
basis of a Corps Team; some were up to the standard for the
Army Team. In its first year, an ad hoc Corps team was formed
from the shooters that attended the Army Championships and the
Corps was placed 6th overall, behind the established
powerhouses of the Inf, RA, REME and AAC. The following year,
with just a smidgeon of organisation prior to the event, the Corps
Team came a highly respectable 3rd in the Inter-Corps
Championships.
This success prompted the Corps Team Captain, Maj Mike
Burke, to build on this and with funding support from the Corps
Garnes Club, the team was formalised with 10 shooters and 2
structured trg camps. So, after a very successful first camp in
April, Lt Col Burke 'wangled' a tour with the UN in the Congo
and left it to W02(FofS) Glenn Thompson of 1 Sig Sqn (SC) to
arrange the autumn trg camp. With the help of fellow Army Team
members, SSgt Karl Hannah, 19 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn, and
SSgt Jamie Holmes, DISC, he organised the trg camp and
Corps team for the following week at the Army Championships.
The Corps team was formed with W02 (SSM) Dan Burdus and
Sgt Colin Bentley, 30 Sig Regt, Sgt Charlie Lister and LCpl
Martin 'Billy' Beaumont,14 Sig Regt (EW), Sgt Andy Hill,
ACIO Doncaster and Sgt Wayne Addison, JSSU (CH).

ARMY INDIVIDUAL AND INTER-CORPS CHAMPIONSHIP
SISLEY 16 - 18 OCTOBER
The first day of the Army Clay Target Championship arrived all too
quickly but the team were in good spirits, especially W02(FofS)
Thompson as it was his 35th birthday. All were intrigued to find
out what his favourite present was, to which he replied: "another
30 secs on my PFT!" For the most part, the Army
Championships are an individual effort with only the English
Sporting on the 3rd day counting towards the Inter-Corps
Championship. Nevertheless, with our strong team spirit we all
wanted each other to do well.
At the end of the first day's Olympic Skeet (OSK) competition,
W02(FofS) Thompson and SSgt Hannah were up at the top
with the other Army shooters, although this was not their
specialist discipline. LCpl Beaumont, SSgt Holmes and Sgt
Bentley were doing well. Sgt Andy Hill and W02(SSM) Dan
Burdus were a little disheartened , but it was only Day 1 of 3 and
there were still another 200 targets to shoot.
On Day 2, there is the Olympic Trap (OTR) competition and we
had high hopes that some of the Corps team could perform well
in this event. The man to beat was Commonwealth Games Silver
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ROYAL SIGNALS HOCKEY CLUB (RSHC)
- by Lt Col DG Proctor, Chairman RSHC

INTRODUCTION

The Corps Shooting Team: Sgt Bentley, Sgt Lister, SSgt Holmes,
SSgt Hannah, W02 Thompson, Sgt Hill and LCpl Beaumont
(Missing: W02 Burdus)

Medal winner Sgt David "Bud" Beattie, Royal Irish, so we all
knew that the top spot on the podium would most probably be
spoken for. Nonetheless some good scores were recorded with
SSgt Holmes, Sgt Lister, Sgt Bentley, SSgt Hannah and
W02(FofS) Thompson all scoring in the middle to high 70s.
Seeing the Corps team members' positions change on the leader
board improved people's confidence, especially after such a
technically challenging discipline.
On Day 3, the final day of the Army Championships, was the
Inter-Corps Competition at English Sporting. All the Corps teams
were spread amongst different squads - half would shoot in the
morning and the rest in the afternoon. In his specialist discipline
this time, Foreman Thompson hit an impressive 80, which set
the standard for the other members of the Corps to emulate.
W02{SSM) Dan Burdus, who hadn 't been able to make it to the
trg camp and hence wasn't selected for the team, posted an 81
on his return to the clubhouse. The remainder of the team were
shooting on the afternoon squads and when they looked at the
scores, they knew they had some work to do. Going into the
afternoon, things were not looking too good, but with most of the
other scores also being not so great, maybe we had a chance.
With the other members of the team all posting scores in the high
70s the calculators were out!

Do any of you read the Sunday Times? In December 2006, in the
sports supplement, there was an article on hockey fitness that
started with an explanation of the game. Two facts struck me.
Firstly, it is now recognised as the second national sport of
England after football and secondly, it is played in age groups
from 6 to 80 years old. That should suit most of us in the Corps.
Not included in the article was the fact that the National team is
ranked in the top 6 of the world, a slightly better achievement
than our current football, rugby and cricket counterparts!
My aim in the next few paragraphs, is to inform you of the current
status of the RSHC and where we are going in our development.
Historically the Corps has had an excellent reputation in the
Services and Army for individual player and Unit success. We
regularly supply players to the Mens (Seniors, U21 and Veterans)
and Ladies teams. We have been deeply involved in Army Hockey
Association (AHA) management and we have had teams
competing in Army Cup finals on a regular basis. The Corps Men
won the Inter Corps Indoor Final in 2005, the Ladies were runners
up in 2006. 11 Sig Regt won the Army Cup in 1999, and 3(UK)
Div HQ & Sig Regt won the Ladies Cup in 2002 and 2004. Those
figures hide however the very large participation by everyone in
Unit tournaments, Divisional Leagues, Army Cup and civilian
clubs every week and for 12 months a year.
CURRENT RSHC STRUCTURE
Before turning to explain the new Management Team, I first need
to say a very big thank you to the outgoing Chairman, Lt Col
Simon Leigh DCCIS and Sec RSHC, Maj Ken Roach DCCIS.
They have carried the flag for 5 and 8 years respectively, and with
considerable success considering that their day jobs have been
so busy. So the new Management Team, as well as those
.
holding a RSHC or AHA position that you may need to contact rs:
Chairman

The main goal of the Corps team in this year's Championship had
been to improve on last year's 3rd place and to push the RA and
Royal Irish (Inf team). We certainly did that! We were runners up
to the Royal Irish by only 4 clays and we beat the RA by a
comfortable margin showing what a bit of professionalism and
application can do. As a team we had mixed feelings at what we
had achieved here, 4 clays may not seem like much but each one
of us could think of at least 4 clays that we shouldn't have
missed. Still there will always be next year!
The Corps have shown what can be achieved with some
structure and organisation, and the Army Development Squad,
which includes all the Corps team who aren't in the Army team, is
using the same model to feed new talent into the Army Team.
None of this improvement would have been possible without the
commitment and dedication of the team members, combined
with the support of the Corps. Of equal importance has been the
co-operation and understanding of unit comds who have released
their shooters, for which we are extremely grateful.
Thanks are also due to Steve Rowe at Napier of London for the
very smart Corps shooting jackets, Keith Fisher at Clay
Shooting Magazine and Steve Sheard at Eley cartridges without your generous support the Corps Team would not have
been established. If you want to try this exciting and challenging
sport, or if you just want any information on Clay shooting please
contact W02(FofS) Glenn Thompson on 94240 8534.
The next Corps Championships will be hosted at 14 Sig Regt in
late Spring 2007. All standards are able to compete, even
complete novices, so why not enter a unit team?

THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2007

Lt Col David Proctor

HQ SOinC(A), Blandford
Sec RSHC & Senior Team Manager
W01(FOS) Gary Duffy
DCSA Blandford
Sec RSHC Ladies
Capt Sophie Howe
7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
Ladies UK POC
Capt Nie Berry 251 Sig Sqn
Aldershot
Mens BA(G) POC
W02(YOS) Brendan Plant
BOWTAG, Sennelager
Sec BA(G)
Sgt Marcus Murcott
Sec Veterans
Mr Brian Mower
DCCIS, Blandford
(Note that Brian is looking for a suitable successor. Any
.
volunteers?) Of course Royal Signals Hockey does not survive
and thrive without grass roots development and management.
For that we need volunteers at Unit level to take on the mantle of
team manager, coach, administrator and player. It is not a cheap
or easy sport to manage. Sticks, shoes, glove and pads can set a
player back £150, and I have not even mentioned the cost of goal
keepers kit and astro turf pitch rental, if you do no~ own one. The
advice is to get to the Regtl or Ind Sqn 21C immed1at~ly with a
simple Business Plan and get their backing. Every Div has a AHA
Sec who will assist with POCs and the details of league and Cup
competitions, as well as Umpires and the various courses. The
contact information is held by the S02 APTC.
RSHC PRIORITIES
The RSHC has a Management Plan 2007 - 2010, and a financial
forecast. In short however, we are setting our sites on:
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Capt Nie Berry 251 Sig Sqn storms into the 'D' in her trade mark
fashion in the Inter Corps Tournamen

Rejuvenation of the RSHC through appropriate planning,
advertising, and participation, both at Corps and Unit level.
Assisting Units to develop teams and players, and generate the
necessary ethos and appetite for hockey.
Creating suitable platforms for competition.
Seeking a RSHC sponsor.
Full participation in the Inter-Corps League from 07/08.
For those reasons, I wrote a personal letter at the beginning of
the season to all current Corps players and all Unit Comds. If you
are the former and did not get a letter then we have lost you! Do
get in touch! We will write more regularly in The Wire and a
RSHC poster should have arrived by now to assist Unit Hockey
Officers. The current opportunities to participate are listed below.
Although my number is not enclosed, Unit Hockey Officers are
encouraged to contact me for assistance.
It has long been the practice of Corps sports to find a host or
sponsor Unit so that players can be concentrated for a number of
sensible reasons. For the RSHC this has included in the past 16
Sig Regt under the watchful eye of Col Gordon James, late
Royal Signals, 11 Sig Regt under Maj (Retd) John Stewart and
for the Ladies, 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt managed by SSgt
(Retd) Bru Baker. All swept the honours at one time or another
· and most importantly, nurtured many of the current RSHC
managers and Unit OICs. We have resurrected this practice and
11 Sig Regt, by kind permission of the CO, Lt Col Matt
Fensom, will act again as that Corps Hockey focus under the
watchful eye of Brian Mower. Indeed, as I write they were
crowned 5 Div Champions after a thrilling 3 - 2 victory over 19 Fd
Regt RA.

RECENT AND FUTURE EVENTS
With the ongoing restructuring of the Management Team, the
season got off to a slow start. The first and only event has been
the participation in the AHA Indoor Inter- Corps Tournaments of
17/18 October 2006. The Men were in a strong league and lost 1
- 2 to AGC, o - 5 to Inf and 2 ·- 3 to the RE. The Inf beat the RE 7
- 5 in the final! The Ladies, led by Capt Nie Berry, faired better
beating AGC 1 - O and REME 4 - 1 in the league, RMAS 4 - 1 in
the semi-final, but were pipped 2 - 3 in the final by the RLC. The
squad included Maj Ros Brown 31 Sig Regt, Capt Loma . .
Giddings, Cpl Amy Phillippo and Sig Danni Rankin 3 Div Sig
Regt, Cpl Ali Sabiston 11 Sig Regt, LCpl Kirsty Parrott and
Sig Lisa Hughes 1O Sig Regt. The future events are currently
planned to be: 21 February 07 v RMAS at Sandhurst (Mens,
Ladies and possibly Veterans). 28 February 07 v DSFC Welbeck
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at Loughbrough (Men). 07 March 07 v REME (Men and Veterans).
24-26 April 07 Inter Corps Tournament at Aldershot (Men, Ladies
and Veterans). 08-09 May 07 R SIGNALS Inter-Unit 7-a-side
Tournament at Blandford. 10-17 lv1ay 07 R SIGNALS Overseas
tour to Germany/Holland (Men an.j Ladies). 11-13 May 07 Leigh
Trophy in Rheindahlen (Men and l_adies). TBC September 07 R
SIGNALS Inter-Unit Indoor Tournament (Men and !_adies). Not
included, but hopefully an event that has Corps teams
participating, is the Anny Cup Competition semi-finals and finals
on the 17/18 April 07 at Aldershot.

CONCLUSION
It will be 2 months before this article sees the light of day,
approximately mid February 2007. Hopefully, much hockey has
been played by many across the Corps, and the RSHC squads
are developing for the forthcoming matches. Can I encourage
Hockey OICs to support Service, Army and Corps players in their
Units and, when the letter arrives, to join the Tournament in
Blandford in May. In the meantime, good luck in the leagues and
Army Cup.

11 SIGNAL REGIMENT HOCKEY REPORT
- by Mr Brian Mower
NEW SEASON AND EARLY LEAGUE SUCCESS
During the previous season there had been very little hockey
played at Blandford as 11 Sig Regt did not enter either the Div
League or the Cup competitions. A certain 'Veteran' Corps player
was however determined to rectify this for the forthcoming 2006 2007 season and volunteered to become the Regtl and Garrison
Hockey Officer.

a tremendous goal came from W01 (FofS) Gaz Duffy who found
space to drive into the circle before lifting the ball over the
advancing goalkeeper to score a very "Golden Goal" and win the
Div Cup. The trophy was presented by Lt Col Upton RA, the
President of the RSA Hockey Club to the team captain LCpl
Fowler REME. The President and the Secretary addressed both
teams and remarked that the final had been one of the best
matches that they had seen in many years. 11 Sig Regt now
progress to the next round of the Army Cup with the squad
looking forward to further exciting encounters - provided the
coach can stand the stress!

Weekly evening hockey trg sessions and "Sport for All" hockey
coaching for the trainees during Wednesday afternoons was
instigated and both proved so popular that a large squad of
varying talents was soon formed enabling the Div League and
Cup competitions to be safely entered. An early friendly practice
match saw a very young side loose 5 - 3 against a vastly more
experienced Warminster Garrison team . This result was however
shortly overturned in the first league match when a good team
performance resulted in our first win by 3 - 0, with goals from Sig
Stuart Biggs, Cpl John Howe and LCpl Jim Fowler REME.
Coaching and trg continued to have an effect as we soundly beat
our next opponents,10 Sig Regt 7 - 2 with goals by W02(RQMS)
Sean Fardy, Cpl John Howe (2), Cpl Gregg Boot (2), Sig
Robert Chestnut and LCpl Jim Fowler.

ROYAL SIGNALS ROWING CLUB
Secretary
21C
Capt of Boats

Capt C Wootten
SSgt J Hobson
Cpl D Clifton

In 2006, the Royal Signals Rowing Club was restored and rowing
recognised as a Corps Sport and like a Phoenix from the ashes,
we continue to rise and rise! The inaugural event was the Army
Novice Autumn Regatta hosted by Royal Signals, which saw
fierce small boat competition in the beautiful surrounds of Eton
water. The Corps was pleased to host Officers and
Soldiers from three Sig Regts, REME, RLC and RAF.
Thanks are due to the Chairman of Army Rowing, Col
Peter Robertshaw, for kindly presenting the prizes and
CO 71 Sig Regt, Lt Col Craig Tallents for coming to
support.
With excellent admin sp provided by 71 Sig Regt, the
event consisted of practices and trg on Saturday and
races on Sunday. The aim was to identify and encourage
Corps rowers to feed through to the highly successful
Army Squad that won their second prestigious title at
Henley Royal Regatta this year. Tne Corps continues its
success despite few numbers with SSgt Hobson and
Cpl Clifton competing for the Army and Joint Services,
and being awarded well deserved Corps Colours, while
the Secretary received Army Colours this year. The Corps
also holds the Army Novices Sculls Champion title for
Men and Ladies and we look forward to next season's
events, ops allowing. The Club is free to join and trains

alongside the Army Rowing Clubs Association in centres across
UK, the trg programme runs to sp side by side racing in the
summer and longer timed events in winter, with indoor events and
plans for overseas trg in Holland. The next skills course
welcomes novices and is in May 2007 in time to head into the
Army and Joint Services Competitions. The Corps Squad is
trained to train ourselves and keen for people to come and have
a go. Interested 'dynamic' persons can find out more through the
Army Rowing site armyrowing@army.mod.uk.net

Land training for novice scullers

ROYAL SIGNALS CANOE CLUB

The following week saw preparation for the Div Cup take shape
with a friendly match organised against Blandford Hockey Club.
This match was a reality shock after the earlier team victories,
with Blandford quickly going 2 - 0 up.

The Club has once again been active at the start of the Winter
Season and has entered the following events:

LAND COMMAND WILD WATER RACING CHAMPIONSHIPS
- by W02 Pete Howson

The increased pace and skill of civilian hockey was however
eventually countered but the end result was a 5 - 3 defeat, but
we learned some good lessons.

The first event of the Winter 06-07 Season was the Land
Command WWR Championship, held on 4 November 06 on the
River Tees at Barnard Castle in County Durham. Low water levels
made for an extremely t echnical and challenging course with
many paddlers fi nding themselves coming to abrupt stops midrace as they ran aground on rocks that are usually only
encountered by those who are unfortunate enough to swim
sections of the course.

DIVISIONAL CUP SUCCESS
The Regt was fortunate to receive a bye in the early rounds and
so progressed to the Div Semi-Final to be played at Larkhill on 29
November. The semi-final was played in the morning and a good
team performance saw us defeating 6 Bn REME by 6 - 0. Scorers
in this match were LCpl Jim Fowler, Cpl John Howe, Cpl Dei
Farr (2), Cpl Matt Holmes and Cpl Gregg Boot. The final was
played later in the afternoon against a very good 19 Regt RA
team who had beaten 21 Sig Regt 6 - O and 14 Sig Regt 6 - 1 in
the previous rounds. 11 Sig Regt led 1 - 0 at half ' ime through a
rare goal by Sgt Paul Fitzmaurice in a close and exciting 35
minutes. The second half saw 19 Regt raise their game ana they
equalised in open play, after a period of intense pressure. This
was shortly followed by an excellent short corner strike from their
star Combined Services player, Capt Chris Lane, to swing the
advantage firmly towards 19 Regt RA 11 Sig Regt rallied again
and after re-organisation for the final 7 minutes, managed to
score an equaliser through a superb goal from Cpl John Howe.

significant hazards. This year the water was at a high level
increasing the technical difficulty of the course significantly. The
start itself saw a large number of swimmers as they tried to
paddle down the fish steps. That was just the start and the
remainder of the course was littered with broken boats and
paddles. Capt 'Gunny' Gunson, ASS, and W02 Pete
Howson, DSL, both completed the course intact in times of 2:46
and 2:22 respectively. This is a test piece of paddling in the UK
and should not be underestimated; but it should certainly be
attempted by any budding paddler.

The demands of the course were reflected in the times that were
achieved , with all paddlers being at least 2 mins slower than in
previous years.
For the 3rd year running however, Royal Signals success upset
the usually dominant RA, despite their superior number of
paddlers. W02 Pete Howson took 1st place in the Veteran K1
event for a 2nd consecutive year and also went on to take the
Gold Medal in the Open K1 class, to the dismay of event
organiser W02 Mark Crane RA. Capt Stu Gunson achieved a
creditable 5th place in the Open K1 event.

THE EXE DESCENT
Extra time was then played with a "Golden Goal" rule being
applied. Early pressure was resisted by an excellent Regtl
defence marshalled by Sgt Harris RA protecting our goal. The
balance swung back to the Regt and after excellent build up play,
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Lt Col Upton RA presents Winners Trophy to LCpl Jim Fowler
REME
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The Exe Descent is the hardest canoe descent race on Mainland
UK and caters for all categories of canoes and kayaks. It is held
over a 19 mile course from Tiverton into Exeter and contains 9
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Capt Gunson during the Wild Water Race

75

ARMY WWR CHAMPIONSHIPS

WHY DON'T YOU GET INVOLVED?

The Army WWR Championships were held on the River Dee 25 26 November 06. This was the first time the river had been
opened for racing in 3 years anr:l the water level certainly made
the race worthwhile. The river w.as the highest I have ever seen
it, over a metre up on its usual flow. This made the large rapids
extremely challenging and technical, resulting in "' very hard
fought contest with the water, let alone the other competitors!
The "Serpents Tail" was so large it was like paddling on alpine
rivers with huge waves, stoppers and boils. There were a
significant number of swimmers throughout the weekend but this
did not stop Capt Gunson from achieving 3rd in the Men's
Open, and 2Lt Sandy Hennis, ASS, from coming 1st in the
Novice Ladies Class. The ASS Team of Gunson , Hennis and Lt
Tom Prentice came 2nd overall.

There are a large number of paddlers within the Corps and the
racing contingent is strong . However, there are very few new
people coming into the sport. The Club needs more volunteers
to participate and compete in all disciplines of this challenging
sport. These are Wild Water Racing, Slalom, Polo, Sprint and
Marathon (including the Devizes to Westminster race), Surf,
Freestyle and River Running. Details are available from your unit
Canoeing Representative, from the Army Canoe Union Website,
www.army.mod.uk/army_canoeing , or from the Secretary at
sgunson@bigfoot.com .
Admin instructions for most events can be found on the ACU
ArmyNet Website, www.armynet.mod.uk then follow
Families>Sport>Army Canoe Union. Get in touch and have a go.

ROYAL SIGNALS SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIPS 2006
The Royal Signals Squash Championships were held at Blandford
Camp over the period 9 - 10 November 2006. It was very well
supported with 40 players participating in 5 different event
categories. The standard of squash was excellent despite 3
Corps players unable to enter due to injury or work commitments.
However it was encouraging to see some new and much younger
players enter and do very well.
The Mens Open competition proved to be very competitive and
went according to the seedings. Maj Steve Bason beat SSgt
Dhir 3 - 1 in the first semi-final match. SSgt Dhir's usual tactic
of running his opponent into the ground did not quite work this
time. The other semi-final match was between Sig Richard
Jones and Sig Stewart Cardy. Sig Jones, only 17, won the
match with relative ease in what was expected to be a much
closer affair. The Mens Open final was between Maj Bason and
Sig Jones. The match was very close despite the 25 year age
difference with Sig Jones eventually winning 9 - 7, 9 - 7, 9 - 7.
The Plate final was between W01 Andy Roberts and W02 Phil
Stroudley. W01 Roberts went 2 games up but ran out of
steam; eventually losing out to W02 Stroudley 3 - 2. W01
Roberts however had a busy day playing 4 matches prior to his
finals match, however well done to W02 Stroudley in what was
an excellent fight back.
The over 35 final was between Maj Bason and SSgt Dhir (again)
with Maj Bason eventually coming through as the winner. The
over 40 final was much closer between Capt Paul Downie and
M aj Adrian Woodley. This match went to 5 games with Capt
Downie winning 3 - 2 in an excellent match from our 2 oldest
players in the tournament. The team competition final was
between Blandford and 2 Sig Regt with Blandford winning for the
first time. Congratulations go to all those players who
participated in the Championship and to those who reached the
finals. A lot of squash was squeezed into 2 very busy days and

the competition was thoroughly enjoyed by all the players.
ARMY INTER-CORPS SQUASH CHAMPIONSHIPS 2006
The players selected to represent the Royal Signals at the Army
Inter-Corps Championships were:
No1
No2
No3
No4

SSgt Dave Gallagher
Sig Richard Jones
Maj Steve Bason
W01 Ian Piears

Nos
No6
No?
No8

SSgt Dhir
Capt Paul Downie
Sig Stewart Cardy
Cpl James Russell

The Championships are played over 3 days and with the Royal
Signals newly promoted into Division 1 this year, they were not
expected to be a major threat to some of the traditionally stronger
teams. Day 1 of the competition saw the Corps beat the REME 4
- 1 with SSgt Gallagher, Sig Jones and SSgt Dhir winning
their matches 3 - 2. The second match of the day was against
the ACC with the Royal Signals eventually winning 3 - 2 in a very
tense match. On Day 2, the Corps played the RE in another
close match. With the match score at 2 - 2, it was down to
young Sig Jones at No 2 to win the overall match. His rubber
went to 5 games winning 6 - 9, 9 - 2, 9 - 3, 1 - 9 and 9 - 5
giving another victory to the Royal Signals.
The match against the AGC was a much easier affair winning 5 0 to set up a deciding final match against the RLC (winners for
the last 12 years) on the last day of the competition.
The match was extremely competitive and at one point the Corps
looked like taking the first 2 rubbers. However the RLC were too
strong and experienced and won the match 5 - 0 to win the InterCorps Championships despite winning 3 of their rubbers against
us 3 - 2. Second place is still a fabulous achievement for the
Royal Signals with 2 regular players missing through injury. The
future for Corps squash bodes very well with both Sig Jones
and Sig Cardy being excellent players, who can only get better if
they continue to play at the appropriate level. Congratulations go

SKIING BIATHLON
PORTRAIT OF A SKIING BIATHLON CHAMPION
- by SSgt Pavier
Not well known to the rest of the Corps, we have a core of
dedicated athletes who are continually trg and striving within our
skiing discipline. For some this is towards winning the GB
tracksuit and in others, it is simply personnel achievement. We
are the quiet ones, pounding the pavements, pushing the
weights, roller skiing or cycling in those precious moments that
work and personal commitments will allow. We disappear for
weeks at a time for trg camps and competitions in the summer
and 1n the winter, we are the middle distance runners, the
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swimmers, the triathletes, the regulars who make up Regtl teams
from March to November. Our arena is the lonely snow covered
hills and valleys of Scandinavia, France and Austria. There are no
ski lifts, no snow bunnies or cafes to assist us in our daily
struggle in mind over matter. Dawn sees the start of our trg and
sunset marks our return. We have to suffer Arctic winds, subzero ranges, smoky wax rooms, 'exotic' cooking and cramped
lodges. It is a lonely path we follow, but one we are willing to take
for those few precious moments of glory.
The Corps has 3 young athletes who have achieved Top 1o
National Ranking in Biathlon and this report is about one
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particular individual who has achievable aspirations to ski for
Team GB at the next Olympics in Vancouver. The story begins at
the Prize Giving Ceremony at last year's National & Army Nordic
Skiing Championships in Ruhpolding, Germany. It was then that
she was announced as part of the National Development Squad
for 2006. Incidentally, the Corps had 3 soldiers selected for GB
Development trg, Cpl Kate Connelly, Royal School of Signals,
Sig Adam Milson, 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn and Sig Rick
Tate, 16 Sig Regt.
With days starting to get longer and the mornings not quite so
chilly, the last thing on most people's minds would be skiing but
not so for aspiring Biathletes. The British Biathlon Union (BBU)
were selecting young athletes to be invited to train full time under
the watchful eyes of the Junior National Development Director,
Sqn Ldr (Retd) Gordon Seaton and National Development
Coach, Scotty Baines and Assistant Coach Mal Pavier. Ski
Biathlon is one of the few Olympic Sports that the mil actively
pursues; encouraging and developing its servicemen. The
Olympic dream starts here. Most Scandinavians will have started
to teach their kids to ski and shoot from as early as 4 or 5 and so
in an effort to fast track any potential athletes the BBU have
recruited the help of Sqn Ldr Seaton, The East Grange Biathlon
Centre and RAF Kinloss. National Development Squad (Course 1)
assembled on Easter Sunday at RAF Kinloss with students
arriving from all over the globe. The next morning was spent on
course admin and kit issue. Tuesday started in earnest with
mobility and stretching at 0630hrs and then after breakfast it was
time to head off to the range for some basic shooting practice.
After lunch it was time to don the roller skis for some balance and
technique lessons. After dinner it was back to the RAF Biathlon
Centre for some evening lectures. The day finished at 1930hrs.
This was the format for the Week 1, 13 hr days with students
being saturated with info and trg techniques.
Week 2 was test and race week. First up was the running
shuttles beep test, maximum effort, this favoured the runners and
not surprisingly Lee Cunningham was the last man running.
Next up was the NENSA Strength test maximum heaves in 2
mins, followed by a minute's rest and repeat the ex for as many
as you can; then repeat this formula for sit-ups, dips and pressups. This saw the lighter; stronger athletes push out the most,
noticeably young Pete Beyer. Next on the agenda was the 10
min max-out on the rowing machine. After much straining and
grunting some very good results were recorded even though the
athletes were beginning to feel the pace by now. Most noticeably
big Tony Rogers who rowed over 2700m. Time was marching
on so it was shower and time for dinner, for the Roller Board and
Nordic-Trak machines were still to come. It was a simple 3 mins
on the inclined roller board, maximum effort to see how much you
could do in 3 minutes.
Best grimace had to go
to young Caz Heart.
Next was the worse
event by far, the
Nordic-Trak, this
machine has seen
people seriously punish
themselves to get to
the end; after the day
they had had this was
to be 3 mins of anguish
and torture. Once
again it was big Tony
Rogers who led the
way.

NOS camp
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Another day, another
test and today it was
the roller ski biathlon, a
45 min race with 4
shoots (Prone, Stand,
Prone & Stand).
Because roller skiing
can be so dangerous
the staff had decided

that there would be a set
time of 45 mins, in which
the athletes had to do
the course. That way
they wouldn't push
themselves too hard and
have a serious accident
as roller skis don't stop
quickly without injury.
This was a shooters'
race as was seen in the
results with Kate
Connelly winning
closely followed by Tom
Morgan and Gav Hill,
all having the least
missed targets.
Next day was the hill
range running Biathlon Kate Connelly checking her target
4 prone shoots and 5
running loops based
around the hill range. It was a bunch of very tired teddy bears
that assembled on the start line after the obligatory zeroing. This
was going to favour the racing snakes amongst them, but quite
surprisingly 'Biathlon' Pete stormed through to a well-earned
victory - stealing the yellow jersey away from the favourite and
Army Runner, Lee Cunningham. After lunch it was off to the
gym for some light trg and stretching, for tomorrow was the final
race - the pursuit. This was the last day to impress as selection
was still not certain, so all bets were on as the athletes prepared
for the race. It was obvious that some were feeling the pressure,
most noticeable was 'Biathlon' Pete in the yellow jersey and
first off. In the pursuit race, the results of the previous races
dictate the running order - normally each athlete would start at
whatever time they had finished behind the previous day's winner,
hence the term "Pursuit".
The coaching staff had decided on 20 sec starts to keep the race
"tighter". It was a fast race but like any biathlon competition, it is
won or lost in the range and Lee Cunningham out-shot Pete for
the title. Good shooting was essential in this race, which resulted
in Kate Connelly and Bradley Sprake finishing a lot higher up
than they started . Testing week was over, so all that remained
was a clean up, some range maint and hand back eqpt into the
stores.
The final evening was spent at a local watering hole for some
food , drinks and a round up of the week's events (even some
prizes). Most athletes were more interested to find out who had
proved worthy to be invited to stay and train full-time. So at a
suitable interval in the evening's programme, Sqn Ldr Seaton
announced the lucky 4 individuals. Not to dampen the spirits of
· the others, another camp has been programmed for mid-May, so
there is still a chance for some to work on their weak points to
impress the coaching staff second time around.

Cpl Connelly had given her all and had ended up 4th in the
overall rankings with the 10 athletes, both male and female, and
top of the list for the resident GB Junior team to train fulltime.
She had earned her right to train for her place amongst the
National Senior team in October and would be skiing for team GB
this coming season. However each place in the team will be hard
fought for, and in order to do that full time trg is required , 4
sessions a day, 7 days a week, 52 weeks of the year; each meal
is carefully monitored, fluid intake checked and progress
constantly noted. Goals have to be achieved with the constant
worry that poor performance or a faster youngster could knock
her off her perch.
Her personnel life and family will take second place, all her
finances will go towards eqpt and the logistics involved in the
sport, and her career could suffer, but the goal of the GB tracksuit
and the Olympics is worth all the hardship. All I can hope is that
the Corps will support her in this 4 year plan of Army and Corps
representation in this most demanding sport, with the Olympic
goal in 2010. All that is left is to say is "Bring on the winter and
let it snow!"

77

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals
Chairman: Brig NF Wood
Association Office
RHQ Royal Signals
Blandford Camp
Blandford Forum
Dorset
DT11 8RH
www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals

Welfare Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089
Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
e-mail: welfare@royalsignals.mod.uk
Membership Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090
Tel (civ) 01258 482090
e-mail: rsa@royalsignals. mod.uk

General Secretary and Treasurer: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
Assistant General Secretary: Maj (Retd) IN Greig
Welfare Secretary: Mrs J Cornick
Membership Secretary: Mr PJ Cuckow

NOTES FROM THE MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S DESK
Area Representatives. In my notes for the December Wire , I
omitted the fact t hat the RSA Central Committee also has
Representatives in Northern Ireland and Scotland . I am happy to
add that Lt Col (Retd) RF Rutherford is our Rep for Scotland
and Lt Col {Retd) CN Lightfoot for Northern Ireland. The post
for Wales is currently vacant.
Field of Remembrance. A couple of dozen members joined
Brig Nigel Wood , Chairman RSA, at the Corps plot at
Westminster Abbey for the opening of the Field of Remembrance.
Our photo shows Dave Greenbrook (erstwhile Admin Officer
RSA) talking to the Duke of Edinburgh. Our thanks go to 238
Sig Sqn for providing the transport to Chelsea Barracks
afterwards for lunch in the Sgts' Mess.

RSA Reunion. Details of this year's annual reunion should
appear on the RSA website from March. Application forms for
attendance, meals and vehicle passes may be downloaded from
the site. The event will be dedicated to those Corps members
who served in the Falklands Campaign 1982. Anyone planning to
attend who is a Falklands veteran, is asked to let Assn HQ know.
Call us on 01 258-482090 or e-mail; rsa@royalsignals.mod.uk
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Musical memories of Korea. RSA member George Walker is
producing a CD of music and songs from the Korean War period
1950-53. The compilation consists of 16 tracks including China
Night, Ginza Can Can, Arirang, Sayonara Tokyo. The cost is
£12.00 plus 90p p&p (UK). Proceeds from sales will go to the
Devon & Cornwall BKVA and the Exmouth Branch RSA (where he
is a member). Cheques payable to "G J Walker" at
Meadowbank, Nurseries Close, Exton, Exeter, Devon EX3 OPG.
New members. A warm welcome is extended to the following
recently enrolled members of the RSA:
Rank/Name
Sig Michael Bethune
Cpl Jeanette Carroll(Presley)
LCpl Ron Malnick
Sig Gordon McKerrell
Maj John Abram MBE
Sig Roy Bellamy
Sgt Henry Clucas
Sgt Stuart Sale
LCpl D Stone
Sgt Vic Osmand

Service
1974-80
1980-84
1949-51
2000-03
1962-86
1966-78
1944-47
1983-06
1981-93
1951-61

Sgt David Horton
LCpl Eric Smith
W01 Andy Riglar
Sgt Debbie Riglar
W01 Gary Tuff
Cpl Eddie Gill
Sig Peter Wildman
Pte Jacqui Hall
Capt Steve Knight
SSgt Jonathan Batts
Cpl Stuart Kelly
Cpl Andrew Brewer
Sig Kevin Roberts
Sgt Jim Berrey
SSgt Paul Langley
W01 Terry Hague
Sgt Nathan Ruff
Sig Cottrell
Cpl Andy Parrott
LCpl Alex McMenemy
Sgt Robert Allan
Sig Stephen Langford
Cpl Tom Matthewson
Capt Liz Brett
SSgt Des Stuckey

1978-87
1973-82
1983-date
1984-95
1983-07
1959-71
1960-66
1971-73
2000-07
1983-07
1987-02
1997-date
1991 -95
1984-07
1983-07
1980-04
1988-date
1979-84
1997-02
1956-59
1966-78
1992-95
1981 -94
2000-06
1950-68

Branch/Unit

Shropshire Branch
Shropshire Branch

Beverley Ex-Boys
Assn
Sheffield Branch

1949-51
Cpl Bill Dovey
SSgt Bru Baker
1981-05
Maj Philip Ashworth
1980-07
Cpl Fay Warne
1961-73
Sig Geoff Farrow
1947-51
SSgt Vincent Bragg
1976-91
LCpl Mick Viney
1979-88
Maj Mark Zaremba-Tymieniecki
1974-96
Sig Ronald Partridge
1939-54
W01 Robin White
1984-date
Sig Stuart Burns
1966-75
Cpl Darren Mulley
1983-94
W02 Mark Tench
1988-date
Sig John Pearson
1955-57
Sgt Nigel Dixon
1972-93
Sig Arthur Fielding
1945-48
LCpl Paul Smith
1972-87
Sig Ken Tilley
1964-68
Sgt Harry Walker
1939-46
LCpl M ick Newman
1976-86
Sig Fred Palmer
1956-58
Sig Jimmy Mathi eson
1988-97
Sgt Alan Dawes
1992-date
Sgt Terry Patterson
1966-78
Dvr Arthur Lennon
1948-53
Sig Anthony Fitches
1984-93
Sig Bob Smith
1975-80
SSgt Tom Stirzaker
1960-81
W0 2 Ronald Coburn
1964-90
LCpl Martin Searle
1995-00
Cpl John Mack
1974-86
Capt Denis Hanks
1939-47
Sig Duncan Mclaren
1984-89
SSgt Graeme Wharton
1978-00
Sig Andrew Penneck
2001-06
Sig Bill Robinson
1953-55
Sgt Paul Newholm
1979-94
Col Lynn Relph
1973-07
Capt Steve Erskine
1983-07
Sig Fiona Docherty-Wright 2002-05
Sgt Leslie Ward
1940-46
SSgt Sam Faulds
1985-07
Maj Michael Boxall
1969-07
Lt Col Tony Roberts MBE
1974-07
Capt Matt Freemantle
2000-07
LCpl Richard Vince
1999-06
Cpl Benny Hill
1971-86
Maj Gordon Anderson
1983-07
Sig David Anderson
1983-85
Capt Matt Hele
2002-07
Sgt Derek Bright
1978-99
Cpl Richard Heslington
1954-63

Cambridge Branch

Middx Yeomanry Assn
16 Sig Regt

11 Sig Regt
Berwick Branch

4 Mech Bde Sig Sqn

Leeds Branch
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In August some 16 members attended the final rehearsal of the
passing out parade at the RMA Sandhurst. This was a splendid
occasion with music by the Band of the Para Regt. The ladies in
the party were more concerned to identify Prince William
among the cadets. After the parade all the visitors enjoyed a
picnic lunch at the cricket pavilion.
An informal lunch was arranged in September at a restaurant in a
200 year old building in Shoreham-by Sea, close to the famous
wooden toll bridge. Twenty members attended on a fine day for a
most enjoyable meal and convivial occasion. Our usual coffee
morning was also held and this enabled some members to attend
who find evenings difficult. An old map of India was the focus of
discussion in one group

11 Sig Regt
Spennymoor Branch

In memory of David F Rees cheques totalling
£217 .55
Maj Gordon Schofield in memory of Maj Dai Rees £25.00
R Waldron
£20.00
Rev Peter Riley
£25.00
Southampton Branch RSA
£40.00
In memory of Henry GA Hayter cheques totalling
£315.00
1946 intakes of the 254 OBA
£55.00
Glossop & District R Signals OCA
£25.00
Mr George Brew
£50.00
Mr Brian Wigley
£10.00
Members of the Aldershot Branch
£258.00
Messrs Alexandre, Jolly & Cooke (Darlington Branch)
in memory of Maj Dal Rees
£15.00
Leslie Ladbrooke
£10.00
£500.00
Cornwall Branch RSA
Mr J Riley
£15.00
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Tony Allibone
Phil West

Southport Branch

Chesterfield Branch
Chesterfield Branch

DCSA CCU , BFPO 53

BRIGHTON BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Blandford Gar Sp Unit

628 Sig Tp

Gerta Cito Lodge
£20.00
Mr B G Kelly in memory of Sgt Sam Coombes
£10.00
Ms Ivy Burns in memory of Sgt Sam Coombes
£25.00
D S Chapman in memory of Sgt Sam Coombes
£25.00
Mrs D Young in memory of Sgt Sam Coombes
£30.00
Mr W T Skelly
£20.00
Maj R H Blizard
£50.00
Arthur Lennon
£5.00
Arthur Fraser
£50.00
S Fletcher, M Gregory, R Maclean, S Boxall , C Dellard, P
Marshall & G Wyatt; in memory of Sgt Sam Coombes
£70.00
Sylvia & Ian Cannom, in memory of Sgt Sam Coombes
£30.00
Mrs J Backhurst
£12.00
A L Jones in memory of Sgt S M Coombes
£50.00
Poole Branch RSA
£100.00
Joan Greenstreet
£50.00
42 Sig Regt Offrs Club
£209.00
Aileen Hunter in memory of Sam Coombes
£25.00
Cheques totalling in memory of Sgt Sam Coombes £130.00

As a result of an unexpected phone call from writer Roger
Arnett, Ken Brown found himself seated at a tea table on the
terrace of Firle Park, the home of Lord Gage, in the company of
Dame Vera Lynn DBE and 2 other Burma veterans. Over tea
and cakes there were many reminiscences exchanged about
events of more than 60 years ago. Dame Vera was in Burma as
· a member of ENSA, entertaining the XIV ("Forgotten") Army. Ken
was an Operator Wireless and Line with 33 Corps and ended up
70 miles from Rangoon. He got to Burma by riding 2,260 miles on
an M20 BSA as a convoy outrider from Poona to Dimapur. This
nostalgic tea party was the subject of a 4 page article in "Sussex
Life"
Remembrance Sunday was marked by the Branch at Brighton.
The standard was carried, a wreath laid and after the parade,
members were invited back to the TA Centre for lunch.
Finally, on the 18th November the Branch held its Annual dinner,
attracting an attendance of 80. It was good to see the Reading
Branch Standard alongside our own, courtesy of Alan Foot. As
usual Brig Colin Brown presided over the dinner accompanied
by his wife Heather. Our guests were Lt Col Alan Wallace, the
Editor of The Wire and his wife Susan. Alan replied for the
guests and gave an interesting overview of developments
planned for The Wire . There was the usual raffle to raise money
for Branch benevolent activities. A presentation of cut glass
whisky tumblers was made to 884's Sgt Mike Warrington for
his support and running the bar at Branch meetings over many
years. The event was the result of excellent Committee work and
the proceeds of the raffle will support the welfare work done by
Bill Barlow throughout the year.
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Other events will be posted on our web site at
http://www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/rsa/eastlondon/index.htm

EAST KENT BRANCH
Chairman
Secr'3tary

M r John Ballantyne
Maj Gen JMW Badcock CB MBE DL

Twenty eight Members left Canterbury at 'sparrers' to catch the
early morning boat from Dover to Calais and be transported to
Guines, eventually, where a truly medieval welcome awaited
them. Much feasting and partaking of the grape, of course,
ensued and together with the wonderful entente with the French
hosts ensured a great day which came to an end when 28 souls
deposited themselves back at Gen John's paddock as darkness
settled. David Haseltine was to have joined the party together
with his daughter but he decided to have a heart malfunction
instead and so found himself as a patient in Maidstone hospital.
All was not lost however, as David's friend gladly took over the
seats and as he himself is a fluent French speaker he made a
very welcome replacement
A large marching contingent from the branch strode out through
the streets of Canterbury to and from the Cathedral on
Remembrance Day. This year this seemed to encourage a more
enthusiastic response from the large crowds lining the route. The
Cathedral was filled to the cloisters, the congregation was
enthralled by the choir and the lesson, read by Col Tim Collins,
CO of the Royal Irish Regt during the Iraq war, inevitably gave
food for thought Sixty five of us then repaired to the Boughton
Golf Club for a delicious lunch while Marion de Rose extracted
£160.00 from us through her raffle.
Doug Dickason, having gone through a spell of ill health, is now
much better. To celebrate the fact, he and his wife, Sheila joined
the throng at the England v Argentina Rugby Match at Twickers.
Richard and Pat Gibson attended the Korean Veterans Reunion
in Korea and continued to New Zealand with the Kiwi Veterans
where they had a great time. However they were back in time to
attend the Remembrance Day parade and lunch where they
regaled the table with tales of their adventures. David Haseltine
is now back home and feeling none the worse for his spell in
hospital. The next branch experience will be the Christmas
Dinner, of which more next time.

EAST LONDON BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Maj (Rtd) Paul Burton
Alan Turner

we always welcome more members and encourage any potential
members living in East London or South and East Essex area to
join us. We are aiming to be inclusive and would welcome, as
Associate Members, serving or ex-service men and women from
other Arms, Regts and Corps. Our meetings are held in t he Sgts'
Mess of 36(E) Sig Regt M . Gordon Road , llford at 8pm on the 4th
Tuesday of each month.

LINCOLN BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

We have now started looking forward to 2007 events and
arrangements for our annual Dinner Dance are already in progress
for the end of March, where we expect to get another full house.
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We are determi ned however to keep the Branch up and running.
We send a monthly news letter out to all members encouraging
them to attend but there are many and varied reasons why they
don't. With this being a widespread rural area, distance to travel
is a major reason and many t end not to use the car after dark.
Hence the move to lunchtime meetings. We wish all readers a
very happy 2007 and may the New Year bring peace to the War
torn areas in which the soldiers of our Corps are both serving and
paying the ultimate price for their Queen and Country.

Maj (Retd ) Frank Philp
Maj (Retd) Derek Wood MBE

LIVERPOOL BRANCH

It is with sadness and regret that I have to open with news of the
deaths of four very loyal and valued members:
Capt (Retd) Doug Grimshaw served 1946 - 1948
Maj (Retd) Charles Kilminster served 1944 - 1959
John Hodson served 1940 - 1946
Dennis Hartley served 1945 - 1948
Condolences were extended to the relatives and the Branch
Standard and members attended each of the funerals.
The Service of Remembrance was held in Lincoln Cathedral and
for our Standard Bearer, Bill Doyle, this would be his 19th
consecutive parade on behalf of our Branch . The Cathedral was
full and the Corps was well represented by young Royal Signals
soldiers from RAF Digby, proudly wearing their medals for service
in Iraq and Afghanistan . The Corps was also well represented , as
the main lessons were read by Capt Mark Harbran and
WOl(RSM) K Gatrick, both Royal Signals.
The Rev Patrick Aldred, Chaplain to the Forces, gave the
sermon. His main theme was that despite all the war veterans
here on parade and the hundreds of thousands of young men
who had paid the ultimate price by giving their lives in an attempt
to bring peace to the world, wars were still being fought all
everywhere and young men were still paying that ultimate price.
It is clear to everyone that with yet another death of a young
Royal Signals soldier this very week and the number on parade in
the Cathedral , the Corps is at the forefront of operations in both
Iraq and Afghanistan. Our Branch held a lunch at a local village
pub. The aim was to get together for a chat and a pint and to
catch up on local news and trends. It was very successful and
we look forward to the next one.

Mr JJ Carruthers
Capt (Retd) CJ Dennis TD JP

Chairman
Secretary

RSA LIVERPOOL BRANCH ANNUAL CHRISTMAS DINNER
The RSA Liverpool Branch, were delighted to extend a warmest
welcome to Maj S Quayle AGC(SPS) - RAOM, 33 Sig RegtM.
Maj Quayle joined branch members and friends for their Annual
Christmas Dinner.
The event this year was held on Saturday 2nd December at the
Aintree Barracks, Long Lane, Liverpool. We had yet another
entertainment packed programme which started with a gathering
in the Sgts' Mess to enjoy pre-dinner drinks, with light
refreshments and piped music to set the mood. At 2000hrs, we
were ushered down to the Drill Hall for a most enjoyable
Christmas Dinner. During which time we were entertained with a
number of piped Military and Christmas tunes.

Chairman laid a wreath. After a march past at the camp, where
the salute was taken by the Hon Col, Col Ian Henderson, a
cross was laid at the memorial in the Camp to a past Chairman,
the late Tom Maguire. At the conclusion, food was provided by
the Regt.
We extend get well wishes to our Branch Welfare Member who is
at the moment recovering from a damaged arm, the result of a
fall. As always we issue an invitation to all serving and exmembers of Royal Signals, regular or TAVR, to join us at Clonaver
TAVR Centre, Belfast on the third Wednesday of each month.

PETERBOROUGH BRANCH
President
Chairman
Secretary

Col (Retd) Ken Smith OBE TD DL
Maj (Retd) Bob Rowland
Mrs Rae White

The Branch Christmas Dinner was held at the Ellindon Centre, a
local Masonic Lodge, where 38 members and guests enjoyed an
excellent meal, followed by an entertaining speech from Mr
Charles Swift, who has been Mayor of Peterborough and a
member of the City Council for some 53 years.
After dinner the Chairman, Bob Rowland, was presented with
his 50 year Badge by Lt Col (Retd) Bill White, the Central
Committee Area 3 Representative. As well as the usual festive
celebrations, the Branch joined Mr Wally Moss and his family to
celebrate his 80th birthday. A great night was had by all.

It was then back to the Sgts' Mess for the eagerly awaited raffle
draw. Prizes had been donated by members of the Branch. We
were then entertained by live music kindly provided by Ron
Calland who entertained us with his vocal and guitar talents well
into the small hours.
Our thanks go to Maj Quayl e for joining us and to Maj A
McFarlane for allowing the Branch the use of the Barracks and
all those who volunteered their help and support towards
achieving a most enjoyable evening. Another good time was had
by all.

Bill White presents 50 year badge to Bob Rowland with Ken
Smith in attendance

NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH

Our members were busy on Remembrance Sunday attending
parades in llford and Wanstead and not forgetting Len Brace,
Peter Arkell and Ron Sale who represented us at the
Cenotaph. Those attending the local parades were invited back
to the TA Centre in llford, where after a few drinks to remember
ex-comrades and times gone by, we had the traditional curry
lunch supplied by the catering staff of 36 Sig Regt.
Our last meeting in 2006 was held at the end of November and
we had over 40 people there to listen to guest speaker, Joan
Holbert. Joan is a sister of our long standing member, Len
Brace and she gave a talk on her wartime experience of
evacuation from East London. This was very well received by our
members; some of whom shared their own stories of this period .
Following the talk we had a buffet, which we must thank 36 Sig
Regt for preparing. There was very little food left at the end of
the evening so it must have been enjoyed by all.

many of our loyal and long serving members pass away. Our
membership continues to erode, despite local advertising and
letters to ex-Corps members in Lincolnshire, of which there are
many. In all my years as Secretary, I have not seen one new
member and therefore no new blood to join the Branch. It is very
sad but I am afraid it is a sign of the times.

Chairman
Hon Sec

Mr J Reilly
W02(YofS) I Wolfe

These notes cover the annual remembrance period but this year it
started with a visit to Belfast's St Anne's Cathedral, when a
number of Branch Members attended a service for the laying up
of standards and dedication of a stained glass window in the
Cathedral on the demise of 107 Inf Bde M -

Branch pub lunch

At the monthly Branch Meeting our long serving Treasurer, Jim
Banks, was presented with his 50 year badge. Jim is in his 19th
year as Treasurer and has held other offices within the branch .
Very well done Jim. Our Branch is in a desperate struggle to
keep things going. Over a period of a few years, we have seen
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Once again our Chairman , Jim Reilly joined Belfast's Lord
Mayor, Aldermen and Cllrs, in addition to representatives of the
Royal British Legion , Security Forces and civilian services, where
he laid a cross on behalf of the Branch.
On Remembrance Sunday, Branch Members led by Chairman,
im Reilly and preceded by Branch Standard Bearer, Billy
Dickson, paraded with 40 Sig Regt M and the Army Cadet
Force to St Mark's Parish Church, Dundella, Belfast where the
THE WIRE, FEBRUARY 2007

Wally Moss prepares to blow out the candles on his
80th birthday cake
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READING BRANC
Chairman
Secretary

Mrs Pmlline Tennant
Lt Coi (Aetd) Hugh Nealon

254 OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
Another year, another 60th anniversary, and this time it was for
the 1946 intakes. What used to be a 2 night stay and reunion has
now turned into a 4 night function. Fifty six attended on the
Thursday with the remainder turning up on the Friday, making the
final total 143. Twenty two stayed over on the Sunday.

This report is written some weeks before Chr.stmas, and will be
read by the time Christmas and the New Year are long forgotten.
However please accept with no obligation, implied or implicit, our
bel~ted Seasons Greetings for an environmentally conscious,
socially ~espons1ble, low stress, non-addictive, gender neutral
celebration of the holiday penod, practised within the most
enjoyable traditio.ns of the religious persuasion of your choice, or
the secular practises of your choice, with respect for the religious
or secular persuasions and/or traditions of others, or their choice
not to practise religious or secular traditions at all. May you have
a fiscally. successful, personally fulfilling and medically
uncomplicated recognition of the onset of the generally accepted
calendar year, but not without due respect for the calendars of
choice of other cultures whose contributions to society have
helped to make Britain great (not to imply that Britain is
necessarily greater than any other country) and without regard to
the_ r_ace, cr~ed, colour, age, physical ability, religious faith,
political belief, choice of computer platform or sexual preference
of the wishee.

Saturday brought the coaches, which were soon filled with all
wh.o had elected to go on the trip to Melton Mowbray.
Since I did not feel a hundred per cent, I didn't go but inderstand
from those who did that they enjoyed the food fair (and the pork
pies) even although it was very, very busy.

Anyway the Branch Christmas Supper is tomorrow night, the 9th
of D~cem~er, and no doubt we shall have a very enjoyable
e~ening without worrying about any of the first paragraph. This
will round off a very busy period, which has included helping with
the RBL poppy collection, representation at 94 (BY) Sig Sqn's
Remembrance Parade in Windsor and also at the RBUSalvation
Army servic_e and parade of standards at the Citadel in Reading not to mention a very well supported informal pub lunch.

On return to the hotel, there was time for all to get spruced up for
our fo~mal dinner which w.as preceeded by the 1946 champagne
reception to celebrate their 60th anniversary of joining the Corps.
David Abercrombie and his team, including their ladies,
ensured that everyone had a full glass right up to the dinner call.
The ladies were each presented with a corsage and everyone
once again got the suitably inscribed pen and a piece of the
celebration cakes.

The Branch Committee has planned a fairly busy programme for
2007, and if any one would like further information about the
Branch we can be found on
htto://www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/rsa/readinq/index.htm
Or phone our Membership Secretary Alan Foot on 0118
9261952.

Wh!le all t~is was going on, I heard the 1947 intake doing a lot of
their planning for 2007. The formal dinner came next and the
proceedings were conducted by our current Chairman, Toby
Seymour. In the usual manner, he congratulated all members of
the team for their hard work, producing the nominal roll and
J1mmys Journal, looking after our funds, organising the
accommodation and buses for the outing, the secretarial duties
and the standard bearing. I have no need to mention their names
- they know and we all know who they are. Suffice to say, well
done to all and thank you.

SCARBOROUGH BRANCH
This photograph
was published in
the Scarborough
Evening News on
25 Sep 2006 and
shows
representatives
from the
Scarborough
Branch of the
Royal Signals
Association.
Michael Stanger,
Brian and Irene
Mortimer and
Keith Parsons,
presenting a
cheque for £100 to
Stepping Stones
playgroup, a
registered charity
which caters for
both able bodied
and special needs
children.
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Quite a few had travelled a long way to be there with the
Peplows coming from the USA, the Taylors from Germany, the
Kents and the Doves from Spain. Thanks to Peter Cuckow for
spotting Dave Mcgreal's 254 number when he joined his local
branch of the Association. He contacted Jess Weir and Dave
was then sent 254 burnt and he duly turned up at the reunion. As
usual on the Friday, it was 'meet and greet' time which lasted
most of the day and continued during and after dinner into the
wee small hours.

t~ose

It was very nice to have Pam Brown with us and Toby marked
the occas10~ by prese~ting her with a bouquet of flowers. Toby
then gave his first Chairman's speech, in which he thanked the
hotel staff for the excellent meal and the other arrangements that
make the weekend go with a swing. He then called on Peter
McNaught on to pay tribute to our departed colleagues. Peter
took the opportunity to read a letter from Steve Breslof. Steve,
who had been ~nable to be with us, wished us well for the
Reunion and said that he is investigating how he will get to the
2007 Reunion, when it's the 60th anniversary of his intakes.

56 DIV (LONDON SIGNALS)
ASSOCIATION
Some 50 members of the Association met for the annual dinner
on Friday 17 November in the Union Jack Club, Waterloo,
London. The Guest of Honour was Lt Col (Retd) Carl Conlon,
the RSA General Secretary who gave the members the latest low
down on the Corps. The CO and Adjt of 31(City of London) Sig
Regt, Lt Col Sarah Streete MBE and Capt Jez Wadia, were
also guests.
The opportunity was taken to present a 50 year badge to Janet
Gough, who joined the WAAC (as W/361651 pte Rhodes) in
1949. As a member of 326 (City of London) Bn WAAC, she took
part in the Festival of Britain parade in 1951, and became LCpl
with 55 Sig Sqn in 1953. She became a Life Member of the RSA
in 1956. The Association were also joined by members of 83 Sqn,
31 Sig Regt.

BEVERLEY EX-BOYS
ASSOCIATION
Chairman
Branch Secretary

Mick Teague
Tony Hull

Tony and Beryl Hull attended the Corps Carol Service at St
Stephen with St John Church , Rochester Row, Westminster on
Monday 11 December. It was a very good service and made a
good start to the Christmas season. Afterwards, everyone
adjourned to the Church Hall for sherry and mince pies. The
Master of Signals, Gen Sir Sam Cowan KCB CBE started to
make his speech but then said that first he had another duty to
perform. He said that most people present would have heard of
the Beverley Boys. He wished to make a special mention of the
Beverley Ex-Boys Association and in summary he went on to
make the following remarks.
Beryl Hull is the assistant secretary of the Beverley Ex-Boys
Association. This is for those boys who joined the Corps at 16
years of age and did their trg at Beverley in the early 1950s. From
its formation, Beryl has given great support to husband Tony in
running the Association. She is the editor of their newsletter and
does much of their typing. Whilst others enjoy the various events,
Beryl is always to be seen hard at work at the BEBA and RSA
annual reunions running the reception desk. It is fair to say that

Peter then informed the assembled company that the Roll of
Honour now stands at 157, which includes those that passed
away_ this y_ear. They are Don Stanley, Ken Brown , Norman
Parvin, Brian Godfrey, Larry Richards and Dai Rees. There
were also 2 ladies, Dorothy Jenkins and June Leach. The
toast was then proposed to all 254s who have gone ahead on the
advance party to that final posting. We do remember them.
After th~ raffle, conducted by Anne and Pat Fox Roberts, the
lu~ky winners ~nd the rest of the company broke up to go and
enioy the dancing to the music of our old friends, Th e Del Poulton
Band. Sadly we had no singer this year. All too soon it was time
to. make tracks for bed. Sunday morni ng dawned clear and
bright and aft~r a hearty breakfast, goodbyes were said and all
bu~ those staying over till the Monday, began to drift off to all
points of the co.mpass. Roll on October 2007 when once more
the 254 sp1nt will come to life again.

Beryl with her certificate and gold stick pin after congratulations
from the Chairman RSA

.....
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the Beverley Ex-Boys Association would not continue without
Beryl's contribution. For her outstanding contribution to the
Beverley Ex-Boys Association and to the Corps, Beryl has been
awarded Associate Life Membership of the RSA. There was also
a letter and Certificate signed by Brig Nigel Wood, Chairman of
the Royal Signals Association. Beryl was overwhelmed to be
awarded such an honour and will wear her badge with great
pride.

MALTA/LYBYA ASSOCIATION
The 13th annual reunion took place at Staverton Park Hotel and
Golf Course, Daventry, Northampton over the weekend of 1st and
2nd September 2006. Members came from many parts of the
world. On Friday the 1st, there was the usual meeting and
greeting of old friends. There were a few new members one was
Barry Davies, who was eagerly greeted by Rod Jones who for
the past eight years had hoped to meet someone from his time in
Benina, Libya in 1954. Following dinner, members gathered in
the bar and the air was soon buzzing with nostalgia. After
breakfast on Saturday, the AGM was held and then there was free
time to explore the local area or make use of the hotel's sports
and keep fit facilities. In the evening, 70 members and partners
sat down to dinner while the band played background music,
then the band struck up for dancing until midnight. The evening
finished with a singsong and our own Val (Doonigan) Longstaff
entertained us on his guitar.
The next day we met in the bar to say our farewells, and with
cries of "see you next year" we reluctantly left for home. Our
thanks to Pat and Roy Andrews for organising yet another
successful reunion. New members are always very welcome. If
you have served in Malta, Libya or Egypt and are interested
please contact Pat Andrews. Telephone 01227 264551.

THE 60s 16ers REUNION CLUB
ASSOCIATION
Chairman
Secretary
Membership Sec

Gordon (Reme) Harper
Ken O'Hagan
Laurie (Torrie) Moore

In 1996 Chris Bartlett started a Reunion Club for the exmembers of 16 Sig Regt who served in the 1960s. The first
. reunion was held in Southend-on-Sea and was attended by 35 of
the 57 contacts he had made from the various methods of
advertising. In 1997, 25 members returned to Germany for a
reunion at Bradbury Barracks. 1998 and 1999, our reunions were
held in Alton and our membership was beginning to grow and in
2000, we returned to Germany but this time to Reindahlen, then
the home of 16 Sig Regt. Sadly that weekend, our founder
member Chris died but we decided to soldier on and a
committee was formed to take on the responsibility of running the
club. Over the next few years the membership grew and grew
until in 2005, we had a total of 107 paid up members - the £5
membership fee in 1996 has risen to just £10, which is not a bad
rate of inflation.
Our reunion is usually held in October, at a different venue each
year, and we have an average atteridance of 100 members and
their partners. The committee has also grown to include all the
usual officers plus a very lively entertainment committee to make
sure the weekend is enjoyable for everyone and still leaves time
to meet and talk to each other and share our memories and
photos. At the AGM in 2004 it was suggested we became
affiliated to the RSA. We were accepted as an Affiliate at the RSA
AGM on 1 April 2006. Anyone out there who served with the
Regt in the 1960s and is interested in finding out more, go to our
web page at www.the-60s-16ers or tel. Membership Secretary
on 01209 719897.
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give evidence to a war crimes tribunal. As with other Far East
Prisoners of War (FEPOWs), he had found on his return to Britain
that there was an active discouragement from reminiscing about
the horrors of his period in captivity.

Name and Rank

Served Years

Brandon - ? OA Brandon

Served 1951n7 Died ??/ 11 / 06
Served 1964n O Died 20/1 1/ 06
Served
Died 16/ 10/06

Bunnell - Sig JD Bunell
Carr - Sig P Carr
Christie - W01 GA Christie

Served 1952n 4
Coombes - Sgt SM Coombes Served 1947/ 68
Cooper - W02 AA Cooper
Served 1943/ 67
Downie - ? JW Downie
Served

Died Date

Died 08/ 11 /06
Died 29/ 11/06
Died 17/11 / 06

Died ??/ 11/ 06
Gamblin - Capt ECG Gamblin Served 1939/ 46 Died 08/ 11 /06
Gunter - W02 DL Gunter
Served
Died 29/1 0/06
Hiscox - Dvr AC Hiscox
Served 1952/ 57 Died 29/ 11/06
Howaed - Sig J Howard
Served 1956/ 59 Died 02/ 11/ 06

Johnson - Sgt FM Johnson
King - Col RS King
Lee - Capt ESE Lee

Served 1938/45 Died 02/ 11 / 06
Served 1939/ 66 Died ??110/06
Served 1940/ 47 Died 25/ 10/06

McHeath - Maj R McHeath

Served 1960/?? Died 02/11 /06
Served 1952/ 55 Died ??/??/ 05
Norris - W02 RA Norris
Served 1956n 9 Died 21 / 04/ 06
Shreeves - WO? V Shreeves Served WW2
Died 26/ 11/ 06
Sokell - W02 H Sokell
Served 1931/ 46 Died ??/ 11 /06

Miller - Sig R Miller

The San Francisco Peace Treaty of 1951 ordered Japan to pay
derisory £76 compensation to all surviving FEPOWs, in return for
which all future individual claims were waived .

Edwards went to live in Hong Kong in 1963 and remained there
for the rest of his life. He worked first for the Hong Kong
Government as a housing officer at a time of mass immigration
from China, then as a senior housing manager for Hong Kong
Land. At the same time he tried to locate the whereabouts of the
remains of missing relatives for families in Britain and the
Commonwealth. At the request of Diana, Princess of Wales, he
found the grave of Maj Gen Merton Beckwith-Smith, t he
father of her lady-in-waiting.
In 1991, after constant campaigning , Jack won a monthly
pension from the Government of HK$315 (less than £30) for
Chinese veterans, and their widows, who had helped the British
in the hopeless defence of Hong Kong in 1941 . He also achieved
for them the grant of Brit ish Citizenship on the handover of
sovereignty to China in 1997.

Jack Edwards also spoke out for those in Hong Kong who had
been forced to sell their property and businesses to the Japanese
during the occupation in exchange for t he worthless Japanese
military yen. And he helped former "comfort women " in their
quest to force Tokyo to admit that enforced prostitution was a
policy, not a side-effect, of its war in South-East Asia.

Spencer - Cpl R Spencer

Served 1937/46 Died ??/ 12/06
Served 1955/91 Died 06/11/06
White - ? AA White
Served 1939/46 Died 14/09/ 06
Whitehead - Col DC Whitehead
Served 1955/ 90 Died 08/1 1/ 06
Wise - Sgt CD Wise
Served 1963/ 83 Died 11/1 1/ 06

Storey - Maj LGH Storey

Edwards returned again to Kinkaseki in 2000 for t he erection of a
memorial. By this time only 10 veterans survived, t heir journey
facilitated by a grant of £10,000 from the British Government.
Their chief desire was still an apology from the Japanese
Government.
Jack was Chairman of the Royal British Legion 's Hong Kong and
China branch, and never missed the annual Remembrance Day
services. On such occasions from his flat in Sha Ti, he fl ew the
very flag that Arthur Frederick May had hoisted from The Peak
after escaping from a POW camp in Kowloon, just before the
Japanese capitulation . May died in Hong Kong in 2000 and
Butterworth died that year too, just before t he inmates' reunion.

EDWARDS - Sgt Jack Edwards OBE died on 13 Aug ust
2006.

Jack Edwards was born in
Wales in 1918. He served
with the Royal Corps of
Signals during the war and
was a Sgt when he went into
captivity at the surrender of
Singapore in February 1942.
He spent some time in the
notorious Changi jail before
being moved to Taiwan where
he was a POW for 3% years,
most of it spent in forced
labour in a copper mine in
Kinkaseki in Taiwan
He worked there as part of a team , digging upwards into a
copper seam in sulphur- polluted water and in constant danger of
cave-in. Jack Butterworth , who had been in Edwards's unit
and was sent with him, recalled: "You had to bring out 24 bogeys
of good copper ore per day for a 4-man team . If you didn't get
that, you were lined up and beaten ... You 'd look at the rock at
the beginning of the day and decide whether to go for the 24 or
not. Sometimes it was better to get the beating."
Even by the grim standards of Japanese POW camps, Kinkaseki
was extreme: 526 Allied sold iers were held there, of whom only
64 survived to be liberated. He returned to Kinkaseki in 1946 to
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If his funeral service at St Johns cathedral in Victoria was
anything to go by Jack was certainly a much loved and respected
individual in Hong Kong. The celebrated flag was draped over
Jack Edwards's coffin at his funeral.

Jack Edwards was appointed MBE and advanced to OBE for
his services. He is survived by his wife, Polly, whom he married
in 1990.

WHITE - Fred White (Knocker)

died on 14 September 2006.

Sadly we have the report the deat h of Fred "Knocker" White,
who celebrated his 90th birthday in June. Knocker took the
King's Shilling in 1936 and in 1937 he was in No 2 Coy of 56 Div
Sigs, which provided the Arty Regt sects. At the outbreak of war,
however, he transferred to No 1 Coy - t he Div Wireless Sect.
After several moves in Kent and Sussex, he went abroad to the
Middle East and was transferred to H Sect, No 2 Company
attached to the 67th Anti-Tank Regt as Sect Sgt - in fact in comd
since there was no officer in H Section. He served in Iraq, North
Africa and during the approach march to Enfidaville, where 56th
Div had its first encounter with the Africa Korps. The CRA called
~ meeting to which Knocker had to go and in his absence, his
gin palace" received a direct hit.
He was an extremely conscientious soldier and was subsequently
recommended for a commission and went on to OCU. He was
awarded the 1939 - 1945 Star, Africa Star 8th Army, Italy Star,
France and German Star, the Defence Medal and the Territorial
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medal. After service in Italy, he was included in one of the
experienced units which Monty used to beef up D-Day and he
served in France, Germany and Belgium. He was billeted with a
family in Ghent and Knocker and his family maintained close
contact with this fam ily over the years.

contributions were also received from the Royal Signals
Benevolent Fund, Greater London Reserve Forces Association
Charitable Trust and the Middlesex Yeomanry Old Comrades
Association. Her funeral was held at the West Hertfordshire
Crematorium and was attended by her family and many serving
and former members of the Sqn and the units in which she
served.

GUNTER - W02 Don Gunter died on 29 October 2006.
W02 Don Gunt er was a National Serviceman who went on to
serve in 56 (City of London) Sig Regt, then 332 Sig Sqn, based at
Atkins Road, Balham, until 1967 when the Sqn was absorbed into
31 (Greater London) Sig Regt - now 31 (City of London) Sig Regt.
Don was a Data Telegraphist, then Line Tp SSgt before becoming
W02 (SSM) with HQ Sqn and then the Officers' Mess Manager.
His funeral took place at North East Surrey Crematori um in
Morden . It was attended by many members of t he Regt, who
also provided the Guard of Honour and bugler. Don was a
member of the 56 Div (City of London Signals) OCA and served
on the Committee. The OCA had just acquired a new standard
which was used for the first time at Don's funeral. He leaves a
widow, Joyce, a son David (who is currently serving in 31 Regt
with REME), a daughter Louise and grandchildren.

LOFTUS - Sgt Mariandle Elisabeth Loftus (Mari) died 27
February 2006.

Sgt Patricia Mariandle Elizabeth Loftus (nee MacAlpineDownie) was born in Oban in September 1957. She began her
uniformed career as a member of the First Aid Nursing Yeomanry
in London , before enlisting into the Women 's Royal Army Corps
(TA) on 20 November 1984 as part of 1 Sig Sqn, 39 Sig Regt (SC).

Following her transfer to the Royal Signals in 1992, she re-traded
as a Tele Op (TG) and she saw extensive service in Special
Comms; deploying regularly to Germany and Denmark on ex. In
1991, she t ransferred to 5 (QOOH) Sqn based in Banbury. In 1993
she completed a 6 month tour of full time service in the Ministry
of Defence before transferring to City Tp of HQ Sqn 39 Sig Regt
(SC) based in Duke of York's HQ, London.
In 1995, Sgt Mari Loftus transferred to 47 (MY) Sig Sqn in the
new 39 Sig Regt and again re-traded but t his time as a Radio
Operator {National Communications). She was initially employed
as one of 3 key NCRS Det Comds providing the Network
Management Centre for the NCRS National Network on behalf of
2 (NC) Sig Bde.
She was presented with her Territorial Efficiency Medal in
November 1996 and was promoted to Sgt in December 2002
following which she t ook on t he role of Recruiting Sergeant. She
was presented w it h the Bar to The Territorial Efficiency Medal by
the Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde in December 2005.

Many of whom had travelled great distances to say farewell. Lt
Col (Retd) Don Grocott TD, the Sqn Hon Col, represented 47
(MY) Sig Sqn and the Middlesex Yeomanry Old Comrades
Association. Col PN Willmott OBE TD represented Comd 2
(NC) Sig Bde. Sgt Loftus is survived by her husband Simon, a
former SNCO who served in 47 (MY) Sig Sq n and their 7 year old
son Daniel.

Results for the Winter Inter-Corps Tennis League are as follows:
20 Sept
27 Sept
18 Oct
22 Nov

RA
AGC
REM E A
RLC

v
v
v
v

RSignals
RSignals
RSignals
RSignals

4
1
1
1

-

0
3
3
3

Lost
Won
Won
Won

Anyone wishing to play should contact Capt Allton 94777 5701 .
(214 Sig Sqn)

CALLING ALL EX 63 (SAS) SIGNAL SQUADRON(R)
MEMBERS
2007 marks the Squadron's 40th Anniversary and is to be
celebrated in a manner befitting t he occasion with a "Grand
Reunion Dinner'' to be held in May.
Ex-members who wish to attend are to contact the Squadron
by 31 Mar 2007 as below:
Tel: 01243 388216n or 01243 388349
Or write to:
The Anniversary Coordinator 63 Signal Squadron (R)
PO Box 9, P010 BES
Numbers will be limited and all names and enquiries will be
subject to verification. Once verified a more detailed letter
will be forwarded to successful applicants.

She d ied , whilst still in service, on 27 February 2006 having lost
her year long battle against cancer. Despite knowing that her
illness was terminal, she had been determined not to give in. The
dignified and practical manner in which she came to terms with it
and the bravery that she d isplayed to the very end were an
inspiration to those who w itnessed it.

Sgt Mariandle Loftus will always be remembered as an
enthusiastic and dedicated reserve soldier who committed the
major part of her life to the TA. A keen, highly respected and
enthusiastic member of 47 (MY) Sig Sqn, she set high standards
which younger members of the Sqn aspired to emulate. Mari
was the epitome of a solid and dependable team player.
She was constantly involved in promoting the Sqn, in the
recruitment of its pers and as a major organiser and supporter of
both Sqn and Middlesex Yeomanry Old Comrades Association
social functions . During the final months of her illness, members
of 47 (MY) Sig Sqn raised a large amount of money to provide an
opportunity for a final family holiday in Paris. Generous
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From:

Mrs Florence Harrison
Tel: 01225 445965

Mrs Florence Harrison is seeking anyone wit h information
about Dinger Bell and Curly Meadows, who were involved 1n
the passing of "Ultra Signals" traffic with her husband, Edgar, in
Crete in 1941 . Anyone who can help is asked to call her.
Yours .. .. ..
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From:

John Eggleton - 55 Bourne Ave,
Laindon, Essex, SS15 6DY
Tel: 01268543 :19.
Email: john.eg g1~ton@ bti nternet. com

I did my basic training as a National Serviceman in February 1949
at Catterick, No 6 Troop 7 Selection Regt. My instructors were:
Cpl Halbert and LCpl Allport. I would like to contact some of
my mates: Harry Hopkins, Bill Clawson or anyone who
remembers me. I had the nickname 'Eggo'. Some of us went to
3TR and trained as OWLs. I went to M alaya on the Dunera.
Harry Hopkins and I completed our service with the TA, 2/ 20th
Army Sig Regt at Wanstead, and became very good friends, but
sad ly we lost contact after he had found a girlfriend.

I w ould like to make contact again if anyone remembers me.
Yours .... . .

From:

Tom Wilkinson - Ex W02 (YofS)
Tel: 01 709 553041 or mobile: 07747793540

Peter Johnson - Email : peterjohnson9@Gmail

From:
Dear Sir,

I am hoping that someone submitted a photograph of the Guard
of Honour for Field M arshall Montgomery's farewell parade in
Fontainebleau France in 1958, The Sqn was then known as
ALFCE Sig Sqn. It later became 227 Sig Sqn . Capt King was
the Guard Commander.

From:

PD Randall MBE TD - Kerilee, West Street ,
Corte Castle, Dorset, BH20 SHE

The ringi ng on 23 November took the form of a quarter peal of
1320 changes of Cambridge Surprise Minor in 41 minutes. Those
ringing were Hilary Aslett, Pam Bailey, Brenda Dixon, Jack
Hadley, Denis Pearson and John Lindsay.
Yours ......

SO YEARS ON
On 26 November 1946, 23 Officer Cadets graduated after 9
months trg. Follow ing graduation , they dispersed world wide to
continue their w ar time callup service. On demobilisation, most
continued their selected professional trg. Two continued to serve
as Reg ular Officers in The Corps. In addition the course had 4
overseas students: 3 Norwegian and 1 Dutch.

I wonder if any of your readers are able to help me and I would
be extremely grateful. I can be contacted either at home on:
01 709 553041 or mobile: 07747793540.
Yours ... .. .

THE 2006 DIAMOND JUBILEE REUNION
Ten members, along with 2 distinguished guests, sat down to
dinner in the Atlee Room in the House of Lords. The Lord Howe
of Aberavon CH QC was host for the evening and welcomed
the guests; The Master of Signals, Gen Sir Sam Cowan KCB
CBE and Viscount Slim OBE DL. The evening ended on a high
note, with a tinge of nostalgia. As the numbers are d windling we
may have to be content w ith one final " Roll Call" .

Alamein had been won and Monty gave the words: "Forward to
Benghazi!"
My troop was ecstatic. After years of sand and flies, we now had
a vision of palms, grass and even white women. Together with
my friend Tony Craik we were detailed to go and recce a signal
office site and we set off in my battered Ford carrying the Sqn's
water supply.

The Diamond Jubilee Celebration Dinner, 24 November 2006

At dawn we reached the little settlement of Seda Littoria in t he so
called green belt. The Italians had deserted it but what we did
find was 3 enormous tanks of red wine. What joy! The vintage
poured over our boots when we turned on the taps and so hastily
we discarded our water in exchange for wine. Somehow w e
made our way to a desert farm house and bedded down for the
night. The awakening was a rude one, there w as a rat in my
sleeping bag and Tony and I were covered w ith large fleas.

Martin Prior
01258 455729

Were you part of intake 59C at the Army Apprentice School at
Harrogate?

I am trying to help with a planned 50th anniversary reunion in
October I November 2009 and would be pleased to hear from
you. Contact Martin Prior on 01258 455729.
Yours .....

We washed in wine and set out to arrive at our RV some hours
before the rest of the Sqn. There I found a crop-eared Alsatian
dog, presumably left by the departi ng Africa Corps. I duly fed
him and tried to make friends. By 8pm, t he mess tent had been
set up and I went for our usual meal of bully and bisc uits. The
ungrateful dog gave me a nasty bite on my rear end w hich my
friends found amusing. Next day was the worst in my 5 year
Army career. Everyone was infested with fleas and our w ine
proved to have gone sour overnight. To cap it all, the dog had
bitten the Col 's bottom. This was obviously more serious than
my wound and t he Col instructed that the dog be shot.

From:

Graduation Photograph 1 70 Course Royal Signals OCTU
at Catterick Camp 1946

1986 REUNION
Sir Geoffrey Howe (Foreign Secretary at the time) launched the
suggestion to hold a 40th Reunion of the graduation and Ronald
Needs, a friend of long standing accepted the task of organising
it. An approach was made to all members to seek their approval
of having a reunion and the Reun ion was held at the official
residence of Sir Geoffrey.

I was treated as a pariah for days and Christmas 1942 wasn't
very jolly. To add to our joy, the NAAFI ship was sunk by enemy
action in Benghazi harbour and the issue of beer was one can to
6 men. My men put t heir share in a flit spray so that they could
each have a smell.

His aim is to make contact w ith any old colleagues of that time.

Yours ..... .

Yours ... .. .

David West - Email: a.skaffer-west@webspeed.dk
From :

I was a member of the Royal Signals from 1976-85, and a very
happy time it was too! Back in 1977, I was a member of the
Royal Guard of Honour for HM The Queen's royal visit to
New castle. The Guard was formed from the Junior Signalman
wing of 11 Sig Regt, based at Ouston. We were certainly put
through our paces for about 4 weeks prior to the visit! However I
have been trying in vain to find some photos of the Guard formed
up , with the Royal Yacht in the background. ! know there were a
lot of photographers there from the press and the MOD (maybe
even The Wire!). Do you know how I could get hold of some of
these photos? It w as a very proud moment for me, and

Tom Stone [mailto:tst98542@bigpond.net.au)

Thomas St one is an RSA member living in Australia. He has
sent this picture of a Sgts' Mess (3 LofC Sig Regt) group taken in
1953 in Egypt at Moascar Garrison.

Hilary Aslett

Dear Sir,
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The Course was then joined by the Course Officer, Sir John
Osborn , a serving Member of Parliament. Eighteen members sat
down to an excellent dinner and agreed to meet again in the not
too distant future. Several other reunions have been held over the
years at intervals of 3 to 4 years.

THE ROAD TO BENGHAZI

I am desperate to get in touch with an old friend of mine w ho left
the Corps betw een 1984/86. His name is Eric Massam and I
w ould dearly like to be in touch with him again.

From:

the Corps for the rest of his life. He was born in Warkton and is
buried in the churchyard. The bell was dedicated at a special
service in 1994 which was attended by the Master of Signals and
several veterans, some of whom climbed the tower to view the
bell, which bears the insignia of the Corps.

Yours .. ... .

Yours ... .. .

Dear Sir,

From:

something I have never forgotten. As I ment ioned before I left the
Army 21 years ago and I now live in Denmark and I don 't have
the contacts in the UK I used to. I hope you can help me, or give
me some contacts that might.

From:
On the day of the funeral of W02 Lee Hopkins, who was killed
in action in Iraq, a special session of bell ring ing took place in his
memory.

Lee Hopkins lived in Welling borough in Northamptonshire and
there is a bell in the church of St Edmund , Warkton, near
Kettering, w hich is dedicated to men and women of the county
who served in Royal Signals in WW2 and subsequent conflicts.
Thus it seemed fitting that t he bell, together with t he ot hers in t he
tower, should be rung on the day of t he fu neral. The bell was
donated to the church as the bequest of my father, Maj Henry E
Knight who served during WW2 and kept a close contact with
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The 1986 Reunion photo
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Paul A Cleator - 17 Hilda St.Petawawa,
Ontario, K8H 1T7 . Canada
Phone: (613) 687 8253
E-Mail: pcleator@yahoo.ca

I am the son of Walter John Cleator and am trying to find
information on my father's service career, as my family has lost all
his records over time. Walter Cleator was inducted into the
British Army at the outbreak of hostilities in 1939 or 1940. I know
he served with the BEF and came out of France at Dunkirk, and
continued to serve after D Day. I believe he joined as a Territorial,
as he had previous service in the Canadian Army before 1930.
Having been employed in the GPO in something to do with
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communications, he was posted to the Royal Corps of Signals.
He resided in Birkenhead.
I am trying to find out what units he my have belonged to and
any details such as his service number, date of induction and
date of release from the services. I am also interested in what
med~ls he my have been awarded. I have made contact with the
Army Medal Office and Histo~ical Disclosures in Glasgow but
without his regimental numbc.;-, I have made no progress. Walter
Cleator passed away on 2 ..;1Jly 1988 and any help you could
give me to find out more about his wartime se:-vice would be
gratefully appreciated.

have lots of friends in the Corps. some of whom attended our
wedding. I know it's an unusual submission, but it may be worth
publishing as its some happy news in the Corps.
I've attached a few photos hoping one might be suitable. I have
since transferred to the Royal Army Medical Corps (Volunteers).
Tim is currently serving at 30 Sig Regt, Gamecock Barracks,
Bramcote.
Yours ......
From:

Yours ..... .
From:

Joan Nicholls - Email: joan.nicholls@tecres.net

Dear Sir
I was so interested in the article in The Wire, October 2006. I was
very impressed when I read the article (fhe Pipes and Drums),
which was so well written and kept me glued to every word.

Sgt Jacqueline M Witherick.
Email: WitherjckJM@hoa.centcom.mil
UKLO CJTF-HOA Djibouti Tel (mil) 92053188242217

I am Sgt Jacqui Witherick Int Corps, currently serving in
Djibouti, East Africa. Annually the British community carry out a
Service of Remembrance tor all the fallen Commonwealth
soldiers (and others) buried in the Christian Cemetery in Djibouti.

F Parnell - 32 Grassington Way, Sheffield S35 2ER
Tel: 0114 2450922

I often wonder 1f any of my fellow soldiers are still in the land of
the living. No one seems to know anything about us when I
contacted the various ladies who put persons in contact with old
branches. I have also drawn a blank with the RBL and The
Dekko (Burma Star Magazine) . Can anyone help?

David Taylor - Email: Malttaylors@aol.com

I have recently left the Royal Corps of Signals after completing my 22
yrs of service. Remembrance Day came and went as usual and I
thought of fallen comrades, especially Billy. He was a very good friend
during basic trg in Harrogate and then while he was in Detmold and I
was in Minden.

WIRE readers will realise that 2001 will mark the 25th
anniversary of the Falklands Conflict in which numerous
members of the Corps took part and which claimed the lives
of a number of Royal Signals officers and soldiers.
The Government intends to commemorate Falklands 25
through a series of events, staged both in the Falkland
Islands and the United Kingdom that will run from the
anniversary of the liberation of the islands on Thursday 14
June to the following Sunday.
The exact format of these events is not yet known in detail,
but they are likely to include commemorative services, acts
of remembrance and formal dinners, which will be staged in
both Stanley and London.

Kathleen Cooper - 7 William Beesley Crescent,
Gamecock Barracks, Bramcote, Nuneaton, CV11 6QY

Dear Sir

A national commemorative event will be held on Horse
Guards Parade on the afternoon of 17 June and will consist
of a parade, drumhead service and march past.
~---

r

~ ~----------

The Corps intends to mark Falklands 25 by dedicating the
annual RSA weekend, held at Blandford on 30th June and
1st July next year, to the commemoration of our
participation in the conflict.

I met Tim when I was posted to 7 Sig Regt in Javelin Barracks,
Germany, in October 2003, where he was also serving. We both

This year is my first Service and one of my responsibilities is to
ensure the graves are clean and ready. This year the Service is
raking place on 23 November. I went to the cemetery yesterday
to locate the graves and ensure the cleanliness. I thought you
should know that one of the graves belong to a Signalman (see
images attached).
I would like to pass this on to you for information and also to
request any information on Sig Plummer Royal Signals. I tried
to do some research but my facilities are limited and I failed to
find any background information. I'd like to prepare a notice for
each of the fallen heroes. I know this will probably not be
achieved before this year's ceremony however I'd like to have it
prepared and ready for next year.
Yours ......
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Billy was posted up to 4 Div in Herford and then I believe was sent on
a tour to Ireland. We lost contact during this time. The next I knew of
Billy was in 1988 when I heard that Billy had been killed in the Lisburn
mini bus bombing on the 15 June that year.
I have said for years that I should try and find where he was buried as I
would love to visit his grave to say goodbye or find where his father is
so I could make contact with him. Billy was from Glasgow and I know
that his father had him buried, presumably in the Glasgow area Can
you help with this at all?
Many thanks ......

BLANDFORD CAMP - by Anon
FALKLANDS 25

Yours ... .. .
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From:

Yours . .. ..

Please find attached a few photos as well as some details of my
recent wedding to Capt Tim Cooper. I previously served in the
Royal Signals for 18 months on a Gap Year Commission from
September 2003 to March 2005.

From:

Subject: LCpl William (Billy) Patterson died June 1988
I am trying to trace former service pals and was advised to
contact your magazine. I was called up for National Service at
Catterick on 1 November 1951 and joined J Tp Royal Signals
attached to 19th Inf Div. During this time I travelled to Libya,
Derna, Egypt and Malta and was demobbed in November 1953.

I serve:d 1941/46 in the Royal Signals as an Operator Wireless
Line, with the 9th Bde HQ Signals in the Far East.

Sir

He was a very competent piper and stunning in his full highland
dress - it helped that he was also a very attractive young manl
He can be seen on page 155 of my book, "England needs you"
which is the story of the Y service at Beaumanor Y station WW2 .
I wonder where that young man is today? Well done The Wire
team for bringing back such memories to a WW2 Veteran.

Capt Jason Dawes, Capt Jim Chatman, Capt Eddie MaskellPederson, 2Lt Kathleen Cooper, Capt Tim Cooper, Capt Matt
Freemantle, Capt Lorna Gidding and Capt Emily Greenwood at
the wedding of Kathleen Eloff to Tim Cooper

M Crampton
10 Lime Grove, Addlestone, Surrey. KT15 1QX

Yours ... ...

In Sept 1998, I organised a dedication service for the site we
purchased at the National Memorial Arboretum. Those present
were the veterans of Beaumanor Y station WW2 and the
members of present day units. We were helped by Col Jim
Evans, who was then at the MOD in charge of DSSI. Col
Evans arranged for a piper to attend the dedication service of
our site. The piper was admired by all.

From:

From:

More details about this event will be published in the next
edition of The WIRE, but readers should note that the RSA
weekend will have a particular emphasis upon the
anniversary and that a march past of South Atlantic
veterans, both serving and retired, will take place. It would
be helpful if anyone wishing to take part in the march past
could contact Peter Cuckow on 01258 482090 or by emailing rsa@royalsignals.mod.uk
The Corps will commemorate the 25th anniversary of the
Falklands Conflict at the annual Royal Signals Association
reunion which will take place on Blandford Camp over the
weekend 30 June-1 July 2007. A march past of South
Atlantic veterans will be included in the events and other
ways of commemorating the campaign are being
considered. Anyone considering attending the 2007 Reunion
should either download the application forms from the RSA
website: www.army.mod.uk/royalsjgnals/rsa or call the
Admin Officer on 01258-482090 for a copy of the
instructions.
It would be helpful if the names of any holders of the South
Atlantic Medal planning to attend could be passed to the
Admin Officer as early as possible.

This is a poem sent on a post card by a soldier from Blandford
Camp to Miss G Edwards 169 Knox Road, Wellingbourgh,
Northants duing the Great War
There's an isolated spot I'd like to mention, Where all you hear is
"Stand at Ease!" "Slope Arms!" "Quick March!" "Attention!" It's
miles away from anywhere, by Gad, it is a rum'un, A chap lived
there for fifty years and never saw a woman.
There's only two lamps in the place, so tell it to your mother, The
postman has one, and the policeman has the other And if you want
a jolly night, and do not care a jot, You can take a ride upon the
car, the car they haven't got,
There are lots of little huts, all dotted here and there. For those
who have to live inside, I've offered many a prayer. Inside the huts,
there's rats as big as any nanny goat. Last night a soldier spotted
one, trying on his Overcoat.
For Breakfast every morning, just like Old Mother Hubbard, You
double round the bloomin' hut and jump up at the cupboard.
Sometimes you get bacon, and sometimes "lively cheese'', That
forms Platoon upon your plate, Orders Arms and Stands at Ease.
It s dust up to the eyebrows, you get it in your ears, But into it
you've got to go without a sigh of fear. And when you've had a
bath of dust, you just set to and groom, Get cleaned up for next
parade, or else it's "Orderly Room."
Week in, week out, from morn till night, with full pack and a rifle,
Like Jack and Jill you climb the hills, of course that's just a trifle.
"Slope Arms," "Fix Bayonets," then "Present" - they fairly put you
through it, And as you stagger to your hut, the Sergeant shouts
"jump to it."
There's another kind of drill, especially invented for the Army,
I think they call it Swedish, and it nearly drives you barmy. This
blinking drill it does you good, it makes your bones so tender,
You can coil yourself up just like a snake and craw! beneath the
fender.
With tunics, boots and putties off, you quickly get the habit, You
gallop up and down the hills just like a blooming rabbit "Heads
Backward Bend!", "Arms Upwards Stretch!", "Heels Raised!" then
"Ranks Change Places!" And later on t1ey make you put your
kneecaps where your face is.
Now when the war is over and we've captured Kaiser Billy, To
shoot him would be merciful and absolutely silly. Just send him
down to Blandford Camp among the rats and clay, And I'll bet it
won't be long before he droops and fades away. But we're still
"Merry and Bright"

WORLD BOBSLEIGH CHAMPIONSHIPS ST MORITZ
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The Bobsleigh World Championships took place in St Moritz, Switzerland over the period 2 - 3 February 2007. St Moritz is the home of bobsleigh
and it is thought the sport was originally started there by groups of British holiday makers. It is the only natural track in the world and is rebuilt every
year. making it a unique track. Cpl Jackie Davies of 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt attended the inaugural Olympics for women's bobsleigh in 2002 at Salt
Lake City and more recently in 2006 at Torino. She has recently been partnered with LCpl Paula Walker, a newly found talent in the sport and
fellow member of the Regt. The pair joined together this year with Cpl Davies driving the sled and LCpl Walker providing the powerful push start.
They have made a great start to what is the build up to the 201 o Olympics in Vancouver. The pair finished 2nd overall in the Europa Cup standings,
narrowly missing out on gold to the Canadian team collecting 1 Bronze and 3 Silver medals on the way. They qualified for World Championships and
represented UK in GB2 with Nicola 'lllinichiello and Lauren Thuren in GB 1.

•
Editor

The Championships takes place ovi::r 2 days with 2 runs each day counting towards a total time. On the first run, Cpl Davies and LCpl Walker got
a personal best push time of 5. 78 sec and finished th·; day in 13th position ahead of the GB 1 team, which was in 19th position.
On the second day of the competition, Jackie and Paula dropped a place but posted their best competition run in the final heat with 1 min 10.09
sec. finishing in 14th place. The Germans dominated the competition with the Olympic Gold medallist Sandra Kiriasis taking Gold with a massive
lead over 2nd place, another German Cathleen Martini. Olympic Silver medallists from the USA, Shauna Rohbock came in 3rd. Cpl Davies and
LCpl Walker have now been moved up to the GB World Cup Squad with another 3 races to go.
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The next winter Olympics are in February 201 O in Vancouver. The track is yet to be built which is an exciting prospect as it will be new to everyone.
Cpl Davies and LCpl Walker are now at the forefront of Women's British Bobsleigh and if they progress over the next couple of years, they have a
chance to stand on the podium come 2010.
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Tel: 01258 482085
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Winter sports are a major feature of The Wire this
month. I congratulate the super achievers like Cpl
Davies and LCpl Walker from 3 Div HQ & Sig
Regt who are featured opposite, the dozens of
others who took part in the Corps Championships
and the many who achieved success in skiing and
snowboarding on AT exercises. The quality of the
material sent to me by units and RSA Branches
continues to be high and while I welcome the
breadth of articles and stories I receive, I regret
that pruning is necessary to contain The Wire to 80
pages.

GOODBYE FROM MISS OS HASELDEN - DEPUTY EDITOR

Finally, I have to record my thanks to Dawn for her
support and help over the past eight editions of
The Wire . As you can read opposite, she is
moving on to pastures new and the office will be a
duller place without her dynamic and lively
personality. I am sure that all Wire readers who
have dealt with her over the past years will join me
in wishing her well for the future.

I find myself at a happy but sad time having to say good bye to friends, colleagues and acquaintances I
have made during my years at Blandford as Deputy Editor of The Wire.
I have enjoyed the many stories and information that we have published, and hope that you all enjoyed it
with me. This is the last Wire that I will put together and publish, every moment a treasured one. The only
regret was not getting around to doing unit and external visits, sorry for that. I would like to thank all the
people that I have had contact with and who supported me during my time at The Wire office. I am
venturing to pastures new and have a new job and soon a new location to live.
I am moving back to my roots in the North West of England and returning to my family. I have thoroughly
enjoyed my time here and it has given me so many memories and experiences. One highlight of 2006 was
meeting and having a brief conversation with HRH The Princess Royal.
I will dearly miss the job and the people especially Jan (Welfare) and Alan (Editor) they have shared my ups
and downs and trials and tribulations. Thank you to them, it meant a lot. I wish Jan all the best for her
forthcoming retirement and for her future plans. I Hope that 2007 will be her year for making dreams come
true. Good luck and all the best Jan.
Once again to the readers and colleagues, thank you all for your help and friendship over the years.
- by Dawn Haselden
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AWARD OF NATO MERITORIOUS SERVICE MEDAL
'-----·~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

The following members of the Royal Corps of Signals were
awarded the NATO Meritorious Service Medal at a ceremony in
Maastricht, the Netherlands, on January 25. The NATO
Meritorious Service medal was first awarded in 2003 to commend
staff whose personal initiative and dedication went beyond their
duty to make a difference both to their colleagues, and to NATO
as an organization.

. . . . . . .----------~II

The Corps will commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Falkland
Islands War in tandem with the Royal Signals Association reunion
over the weekend 30 June - 1 July 2007 in Blandford Camp.
The planned main events for the weekend are as follows:
Saturday 30 June
1030hrs Princess Royal Day Parade by 11 Sig Regt
1200hrs Reception for holders of the South Atlantic Medal, their
families and relatives of those who died in the conflict
1300hrs All ranks lunch in the regimental restaurant
1430hrs Displays by the Corps Bands, the White Helmets and
the Free Fall Parachute Team
1645hrs Presentation on the "Falkland Islands Then and Now"
by Maj (Retd) R Sampson CSE, late Royal Signals and
Governor Falkland Islands 1988-94.
1900hrs Curry Supper in the Sgts' Mess

LT COL TONY BURGIN

Originally from Wool in Dorset, Lt Col Burgin is the CO of 1st
NATO Sig Bn, a unit of the NATO Communication and Information
Systems Services Agency (NCSA) with its HQ in Maastricht. He
was awarded the medal for his outstanding performance in
leading the Sn's work to provide critical computer, telephone, and
VTC sp to NATO's expanded mission to the south and east in
Afghanistan.

Sunday 1 July
1045hrs Drumhead service and wreath laying ceremony followed
by a march past of RSA members led by a contingent
of holders of the South Atlantic Medal and relatives of
those who died in the conflict.

To achieve the objective, Lt Col Burgin and 120 members of his
Bn deployed into Afghanistan for 3 months. During this time, the
team installed 30km of cabling, and delivered and configured
nearly 600 workstations to support over 2000 users in 3 Regional
Commands. This enhanced capability will provide the Comd of
ISAF with a robust and secure comd and control system within
his area of ops.

During Saturday there will be static displays of current and former
comms eqpt. The Museum with the theme of 'Falklands 25' will
be open on both days.

RHQ Royal Signals is trying to trace anyone who served in the
Sudan Signal Corps and in particular the following , whose names
have been provided by Col (Retd) Ahmed Ali Al Mardi who
served in the Signals HQ in Omdurman between 1948 and 1952:

W02(FofS) Paul Ceaser; of the 1st NATO Signal Battalion,
receives the NATO Meritorious Service Medal from NCSA
Director Lt Gen Ulrich Wolf
Photo by: Sgt Peter Szigeti, NATO
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Col Harris
Lt Col Nixon
Lt Col Dodd

14 June 2007
1200hrs Commemorative Service in the Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel, Pangbourne College, Berkshire
1420hs Commemorative Service in Stanley Cathedral
1600hs Freedom of the Falkland Islands March, Ross Road,
Stanley
17 June 2007
1500hrs National Commemorative Event on Horse Guards
Parade, Tri-Service and Veterans' March Past on the
Mall and a Fly Past over Buckingham Palace. Veterans
who would like to attend this event can download
application forms from the Veterans' Agency website at
the address above.

INTRODUCTION

W02(FofS) Ceaser is the Ops Officer and FofS for the UK
Deployable Communication Module (DCM), 628 Sig Tp under
comd of the 1st NATO Sig Bn.

From 1 April 2007 the Royal Signals Communication Systems
Operator comes into effect; the short title for this trade will be
Comm Sys Op. This trade will bring together the Area Systems
Operator (AS Op) and the Radio Systems Operator (RS Op)
trades. The first Class 3 trainees are already passing through the
DCCIS and will output from April 2007.

This involved ensuring close and continuous computer, telephone
and VTC services to the Provincial Reconstruction Teams in
remote locations of Afghanistan; ensuring that 2nd Line support
was solid for the Allied Rapid Reaction Corps (ARRC) when it
assumed the signals sp for ISAF.
While in Afghanistan, he organised 2 major charity events, raising
over 4000 Euros for Afghanistan. His award also recognises his
work in supporting 2 major NATO trg exs.
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Lt Col Burrell
Lt Col Sinclair
SSgt Hickmore (SQMS)
SSgt Mason (R Tech)
SSgt Donaldson (R Op)
Readers are asked to forward any information along with any
accounts or photographs concerning the Sudan Signal Corps to
the Regimental Secretary at RHQ Royal Signals, Griffin House,
Blandford Camp, Dorset, DT11 8RH or e-mail to
rhq@royalsignals.mod.uk.

THE NEW ROYAL SIGNALS COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS OPERATOR CEQ

W02(FOFS) CEASER

He was awarded the medal for his outstanding performance as
the Chief of 2nd Line Communication and Information Systems
(CIS) sp team for the International Security Assistance Force
(ISAF) based in Kabul, Afghanistan.

Photo by: Sgt Peter Szigeti, NATO

Details of the national events to commemorate Falklands 25 are
available on the websites www.falklands25.com and
www.veteransagencv.mod.uk. The events that will be shown live
on BBC TV are:

SUDAN SIGNAL CORPS
This year marks the 70th anniversary of the formation of the
Sudan Signal Corps.

Lt Col Tony Burgin, CO of the 1st NATO Signal Battalion,
receives the NATO Meritorious Service Medal from
NCSA Director Lt Gen Ulrich Wolf

Holders of the South Atlantic Medal, their families and the
relatives of those killed in the conflict are invited to attend all or
any of the above events. While we have the names and
addresses of some Falklands veterans we are sure that there are
many more, so please spread the word about this weekend.
Those who wish to attend should contact Peter Cuckow on
01258 482090 or by e-mail to rsa@royalsig nals,mod.uk.

DRIVERS FOR CHANGE

The Royal Signals Training and Development Team (TDl) in HQ
SOinC(A) conducted a review of the operator trade groups
through a Trade Sponsored Steering Group (TSSG). The TSSG
included a wide range of Subject Matter Experts (SMEs) from
across the Corps, tasked with defining what the Corps would
require in the future and how this could be delivered in the most
effective and efficient manner. The key driver has been the
introduction into service of a number of new CIS, most of which
THE WIRE, APRIL 2007

have similar underpinning technologies. Another factor is the
increased divergence of systems from the existing Clansman and
Ptarmigan to the future that includes Bowman, FALCON,
Cormorant, REACHER, as well as a plethora of IS. Key to this is
the recognition that Bowman is a Wide Area Network (WAN)
which uses IP technology, similar to that used by both Cormorant
and FALCON. All the facts, and the logic, pointed clearly towards
a conclusion that operators would require the same underpinning
technology trg, therefore the existing RS and AS Ops could and
should form a new single operator trade, and that would be the
Comm Sys Op.

TRAINING PLATFORM

The Review also recognised that about 50% of the Corps
Operators would be operating Bowman at any one time. It was
decided therefore that the Corps would use Bowman as the
platform to deliver both principles and fd trg to the Comm Sys
Op. Class 3 trg will include the Bowman Job Role of Bowman
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Advanced Signaller and at Class 1. the Bowman Advanced
Signaller (Systems}. It is important to note that skills required by
a Comm Sys Op are greater than those covered in these Bowman
Job Roles.

PRE EMPLOYMENT TRAINING (PET)
As Bowman is used as the platform to deliver principles-based
trg, then some trg would be required to deliver Cormorant,
FALCON and REACHER skills and knowledge. Delivering all this
specific trg at Phase 2 was not considered an option for a
number of reasons:
It would greatly extend the trg period.
Individuals only need that which is necessary for their first
posting.
Skill fade would be considerable due to the lack of exposure
to the other systems.
Therefore a means to deliver PET was required. This effectively
exists already for Cormorant, but would be required for both
FALCON and REACHER as these systems are brought into
service. PET will be delivered to operators on posting to their
new unit, if they have not already completed this trg. An
advantage of only providing eqpt-specific trg is that it will be
delivered using the latest version of both soft and hardware and
the m ost up to date practices for its management and
deployment. Units and not the individual will be responsible for
applying to the ASS for PET courses.

CONCLUSION
The introduction of the Comm Sys Op from the 1st April 2007
marks a major change in the underlining technologies used by
Royal Signals, from Analogue to Digital using IP and this is
reflected in the trg that our operators require. The Comm Sys Op
basic trg will provide the necessary skills that our Operators
require to operate Bowman and is the baseline on which further
PET will deliver eqpt-specific trg as req uired. In addition, the new
larger roster will provide better individual opportunity as well as
greater Unit and Formation flexibi lity in the planning for and
delivery of operational capability.
This is the vanguard of the necessary adjustments to our trade
structure. Work recently initiated includes a review of our
technicians with the aim of mirroring a single CEO for some of the
reasons already outlined. In addition , work continues to develop
both the TA trade structure and the trg to enhance the
employability of individual reservists.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS - COMM SYS OP
1.
Will all AS and RS Op be converted on 1 April 07? YES

2.

Will Spec Ops be changed to Comm Sys Ops? - NO,
but their title was changed to EW Sys Op from 8
September 06. In due course the Comms Sys Op will
be used as a feeder for future EW Sys Op who
volunteer and show aptitude.

3.

Will RS and AS Op have to attend a conversion course?
- NO, they will only attend Pre Employment Training
(PE1) courses if they are posted to a new Unit and are
then required to operate eqpt that they have not been
trained on. Examples are:

CLASS 1 TRAINING
The existing AS and RS Op Class 1 courses will continue until
April 2008. This is to phase the changes in at the DCCIS. After
April 2008, a single Comm Sys Op Class 1 Course will be
introduced. For most soldiers pre-course modules will be
required to bring all students up to a common start standard. The
requisite pre-course trg will be identified on selection to the Class
1 course.

A Comm Sys Op who was previously trained as an RS Op and is
posted to a Cormorant Unit (2 or 30 Sig Regt} and is required to
operate Cormorant. A Comm Sys Op (Class1) who was trained
as an AS Op and is posted to a unit where he is required to
operate Bowman will attend a Bowman Advanced Signaller
(Systems) course with the Radio Fundamentals pre-course
module.

CONVERSION TRAINING

4.
Previously, trade reviews have required substantial amounts of
conversion trg to bring all tradesmen up to the same standard.
With the Comm Sys Op this will not be the case. Additional trg
will only be delivered as a soldier is posted to a unit operating
eqpt that he or she has not been trained to use, i.e. the
necessary PET as described earlier. The only other trg is that
delivered as soldiers attend Class I up-grader courses, also as
described earlier.

5.

If I require a PET course will I do this before I arrive in
my unit? - NO, it will be normal for your new unit to
load you on a PET course run at the RSS. There will be
circumstances when this trg is conducted earlier to
meet op deployment requirements. This will be
arranged on a case by case basis.

6.

What Pre Class1 modules will be provided? - The
following are planned;

SPECIAL OPERATOR
The Special Operator trade name c hanged with effect from 8th
September 2006 to Electronic Warfare Systems Operator, with a
short title of EW Sys Op. In the future it is envisaged that an
increasing percentage of EW Sys Ops will transfer from the
Comm Sys Op trade group, and these transfers will be
encouraged for those operators with the correct aptitude. Trg for
EW Sys Ops is being revised under the direction of a separate
TSSG, however the Comm Sys Op course will provide a part of
the basic trg for this trade.

I am currently an AS Op and I am going on my Class 1
course in July 07, what course will I be on? - The
Course will be the same as the existing AS Op until
April 2008, when a new Class 1 course will be
introduced. On successful completion you will be
awarded Class 1 qualification.

For legacy RS Ops, who are not Bowman trai ned during t he
conversion period, the Bowman Advanced Signaller. All legacy
RS Ops who have not attended a Ptarmigan or Cormorant PET
will attend the AS Fundamentals Course. All legacy AS Ops who
have not attended the Bowman Advanced Signaller Course wi ll
attend t he Radio Fundamentals Course and Bowman Advanced
Signaller Course.

POTENTIAL YEOMAN OF SIGNALS

7.
Ideally in the future the Yeoman of Signals will have a breadth of
experience in CIS systems gained as an operator in a Bowman
unit and either a Cormorant or Ptarmigan or FALCON unit. To
ensure that potential Yeoman have this experience, they need to
be identified early (see SOinC(A)'s Policy Directive (PD} 9).
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As an existing RS Op could I be posted to a Ptarmigan
or Cormorant equipped unit? - YES, you could but you
would receive the appropriate PET course if you were
required to operate these eqpt types. Some Ptarmigan
and Cormorant equipped units may require Bowman
operators, so you may not require PET.
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8.

As an existing AS or RS Op, will my pay change? - NO,
Comm Sys Ops will be on the same pay bands as AS
and RS Ops.

9.

I am concerned that once I receive PET, I will be stuck
in a particular unit for the rest of my career. - This is not

OFFICERS, FEBRUARY 2007
Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
Col AH Johnstone
. . . . . . . . . .. . OGE HQ Land
Lt Col DB Warne B Eng(Hons) MSc
OGE HQ Land
Maj BY ttiggs
JSC and Staff College
Maj GR Mason
S02 Ops/Plans
Maj LS Pilling BEM
DCSA Service Operations
Maj G Woodcock
OGE HQ Land
Maj D Wright BEM
HQNI
Capt SR Bennett
CBM Branch
Capt DG Galey
14 Sig Regt
Capt CB Hamilton
OGE HQ Land
Capt RA Lowe
ECM(FP) Sqn 10 Sig Regt
Capt H Richardson
71 (Y}Sig Regt
Capt N Streetley
7 Sig Regt
Capt PJ Stubbs
22 Sig Regt
2Lt MD Holloway
RSS
Lt JW Hooker
ATR Lichfield
Lt DR Macklin
1 LI
Lt JA Markendale
RSS
Lt JP McMillan
7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
Lt WGR Parish
ATR Lichfield

the intention. The Army requires soldiers with a wide
skill base and therefore we require soldiers to
experience a diversity of systems. However, the more
substantial and vigorous roster may allow for promotion
and retention in the same unit, which may suit
individual personal circumstances.

SSgt BO Botwright
SSgt MR Brooksbank ...
SSgtTM Cox
SSgt BO Robson
SSgt NA Simmons
Sgt JP Barrett
Sgt JT Beaumont
Sgt MW Bremner
Sgt GJ Campbell
Sgt ND Henderson
Sgt PTG Mclachlan
Sgt DJ Richards
Sgt PA Richardson
Sgt PR Roberts
Sgt SG Rowbottom
Sgt MJ Simpson
A/Sgt THE Fitzpatrick
A/Sgt AJ Hill

... DHU
. .. 34 (Northern) Sig RegtM
... ASS
.. . 21 Sig Regt
... NATO Comms School
. .. ATR Bassingbourn
... RSS
... DSTL Bio Med Services
... 32 Sig RegtM
... 1 (UK} Div Sig Regt
... 628 Sig Tp
... 31 (City of London)Sig RegtM
... 35 Sig RegtM
.. . HQ SOinC(A}
... 1 (UK} Div Sig Regt
... JSSU(FI)
... AFCO London
... 15 Sig Regt

WOs AND SNCOs, MARCH 2007
Rank and Name
No Movements due to JPA

Unit to which posted

OFFICERS, MARCH 2007
Name and Rank
Lt Col M Baines OBE
Lt Col JW Cooper
Lt Col JM Hodges
Lt Col DA Sullivan
Lt Col JE Sutton
Maj GW Fletcher
Capt SA Ruxton

Unit to which posted
DGIC/IC Central
COS HQ SOinC(A)
16 Sig Regt
LAIPT
37 Sig RegtM
JFHQ PJHQ (UK}
DCSA (Gibraltar}

WOs AND SNCOs, FEBRUARY 2007
Rank and Name
W01 RD PA Yates
W02 RD AM Maylett ...
W02 RD MS Ord
W02 Supvr IS JM Thorne ...

Unit to which posted
... 12 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
.. . RSS
... 7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
... 2 Sig Regt

FEBRUARY 2007
Name and Rank
Anderson - Maj GD Anderson
Cox - Maj AC Cox
Knight - Capt SM Knight

Date
21 Feb 07
09 Feb 07
07 Feb 07

MARCH 2007
Name and Rank
Colville - Lt Col NH Colville
Freemantle - Capt M Freemantle
Hodson - Capt PM Hodson
Hoole - Lt Col RT Hoole
Relph - Col LA Relph
Southern - Maj MA Southern

Date
17 Mar 07
01 Mar 07
17 Mar 07
16 Mar 07
03 Mar 07
02 Mar 07

ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS
Chief Instructor
SIO
SL
DSM

Lt Col AJ Clewlow MBE
Mr K Mather
Mr R Cooper
W02(SSM) C Jones

should ensure a higher degree of efficiency and a greater focus
on the delivery of excellent trg.

EXERCISE XENON MERCURY
The Div has a new look to it after a number of organisational
changes came into effect in January. The creation of 21C posts
within 2 of the Trg Gps and the empowerment of their HIOs
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Before Christmas, Lt Col Clewlow replied to a trawl asking for a
Portuguese speaker to deploy on a JTFHQ ex to Mozambique in
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OFFICERS' MESS vs SERGEANTS' MESS RUGBY MATCH
- by 2Lt A Burki

January 07. The ex lasted 3 weeks, although he returned
to Blandford after his duties snded after 2 weeks. He
provided interpreting sp to ti-.e Comd, Brig Ed Butler and
his staff throughout the ex, culminating in delivering a Joint
Operational Planning Course to 20 Mozambican officers
over 2 days. Explaining the concept of op level campaign
planning and the 7 Questions in Portuguese had its
moments.

It had been 3 years since the Officers had last impressed their
superiority over the Sgts' Mess in any battle of sporting prowess
and the prospects of disrupting this trend did not look good. The
Sgts' Mess team had SSgt Lee Francis coaching them. This
was a man with experience of international rugby at the highest
level, and cauliflower ears to prove it. Initially the Officers' Mess
was headed up by me, a man with only schoolboy rugby
experience in comparison. Fortunately the Div HQ officers
stepped in to help out. Capt John Smith QDG volunteered to
coach the team and trg sessions were then organised. From the
trg sessions, it was apparent that the Officers' Mess had some
quality players but the turnout was not astounding.

During the 2 weeks he conducted some recce and liaison
tasks, which included a visit to the local pri mary school
and organising a football match with the local peacekeeping Bn. He was also asked to facilitate opportunities
for the resident Combat Camera Team to film in the local
area. Finally, it must be mentioned that he was looked
after superbly by 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn, the current JTFHQ
Sqn. Jai Queen's Gurkha Signals!
There was also great news for Lt Col Clewlow who was
appointed MBE in the New Year's Honours List 2007. We
all (his Division) offer him our congratulations on this great
achievement.

COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES GROUP
QC

Maj Lee O'Rourke

TECHNICAL TRAINING TROOP
HIO

Mr Gary Smith

POWER SECTION
Scribe

Sgt Dave Dunn

A new emphasis on team building and group bonding has been
introduced by the QC, M aj O'Rourke. This gets the trade
instructors away from the trg environment to participate in a
variety of sports, competitions, charity events, cultural and mil
visits.
It started off with the sports club, which got Tech Trg Tp,
Bowman Operating Tp and the Deployable Eqpt Cell together
after work for a friendly kick about. This soon developed into the
full blown Communications Services Group sports tournament.
The first competition of the New Year was a charity endurance
challenge. This consisted of a round robin style of event
involving cycling, rowing and running; the aim being for each Tp's
team of 6 to clock up the furthest distance. Disaster struck at the
start when the gym ring main went into melt down with all the
extra running machines plugged in, but the rapid actions of SSgt
Guy Padfield's team of electricians soon had temporary field

The Group team building at HMS Havoc

power rigged up. The triumphant gladiators of Tech Trg Tp
showed no mercy and left the rest of the field well behind. This
was a well needed blow-out after the mince pie eating season,
but more significantly we raised enough money to donate a
couple of new computers to the local pre-school.
The first of a series of visits this year was an enjoyable day
getting thrown about in the Royal Navy's giant human washing
machine, more commonly known as HMS Havoc , the Damage
Repair Instructional Unit (DRIU). The DRIU is an accurate mock
up of various ship compartments which allows damage control
instruction to occur in a safe, but realistic environment. The unit
simulates flooding damage to a ship, with the added bonus of
having the rooms filled with smoke, rolled, pitched, and realistic
battle sound effects adding the final touch of realism. Upon
arrival Sig Platts was greeted by his dad who is an instructor at
HMS Raleigh (it was one of those touching moments). It must
have been a dream come true to have the opportunity to try and
drown his son legally.
Recently Sgts Colin Teale and Craig Straughn entered the
world of martial arts and after a couple of weeks, everyone in
Power Sect got sick of being used as human guinea pigs as they
practiced various throws, holds and death grips. Both quickly
made it to the Army Novice Judo championships. All the practice
must have paid off because, even though Sgt Teale lost all his
team matches, he still won gold in the individual championship.
We welcome into our midst Sgt Jo Cordery, Cpl Bates and
LCpl Fellows but sadly have to say goodbye to Capt (Ton
Steve Robinson MBE, Sgt Barry Sherwin , and last but not
least, Mr Charlie Rigg.

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
After a hectic Christmas period, the Regt has settled back into
things quickly in the New Year. The move of RHO has meant all
those summoned to RHO now have an extra treat in the form of 3
flights of stairs before they get there!
A huge amount of effort has been expended in the sporting arena
over the winter period with success for both male and female
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teams in the Nordic Ski Championships - many of whom are still
away competing. As the vehs start to return from being fitted for
Bowman, we look forward to the arrival of the BOWTAG teams,
who will hopefully "make everything clear'' and help us to
understand the all important "plan" . Meanwhile, preparations
continue for JPA, PAYD and of course the deployment of troops
to Iraq later in the year.
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At one point it seemed as if we would not have enough people to
prop up a full squad. The CO, Lt Col Christopher Paterson,
Maj Jason Gray, OC 212 Sig Sqn, 2Lt Paul Johnson and I
were the only officers to represent the Regt and the remainder of
the team consisted of Div HQ Staff. However, Capt John Smith
was optimistic about our chances.
There were murmurs from the Sgts' Mess camp that we were
going to be obliterated. The big day finally arrived and even
though the weather had held out during the last few days prior to
the game, the skies opened up and the rain began to fall. The
scene was set for a gruelling contest. As we stepped out onto
the hallowed turf, there were masses of screaming soldiers. The
Sgts' Mess was baying for blood and they would not be content
with a mere victory.
They were not going to take any prisoners. The whistle sounded
and for the first 10 mins we were on the defensive. The crowds
were cheering and our prospects looked bleak. We were
defending from our own try line repelling wave after wave of
attacks. After a few contested scrums, it was decided that their
forward pack was too strong and we switched to uncontested
scrums to prevent any unnecessary injuries. And then, the Gods
smiled on us and we counter-attacked . It was an effort of epic
proportions, and the Sgts' Mess did not know what had hit them.
Lt Col Paterson was heavily involved in every ruck and he was
determined to lead from the front. Maj Max Lytle initiated the
point scoring with a penalty kick which sailed gracefully between
the uprights.
Maj Gray made a fine run down the wing as the ball was popped
out to him and the ball was now firmly in the opposition's half. By
the end of the first half, Maj Paul Hayhurst and Maj Nick
Theakston had scored a try each in spectacular style and Maj
Lytle had duly converted both. The game was far from over and
the Sgts' Mess looked like they would come out in the second
half with all hands to the pump. SSgt Francis was not happy
with the score line but he did not doubt the effort being put in by
his men.
A few changes were made on both sides. Some had become
exhausted or had been broken, on both sides and reinforcements
stepped in to continue the push. Maj Brian Stow scored
another try shortly after the kick-off followed up by a superb solo
effort by Maj Theakston. Maj Lytle shared kicking duties with
Maj Colin Francis and the score line was 32 - 0 to the Officers'
Mess. Another Officers' Mess try was disallowed in the dying
moments but the whistle finally blew. It took a couple of seconds
to sink in but glory was ours.
A game of such a high calibre is very rare and the sportsmanship
from the Sgt's Mess was unmistakable. The final score line was
perhaps flattering and did not really portray the courage and
determination put in by the opposition. Port was poured into
glasses and shared by all. This was a pre-cursor to the fun and
games that lay in store for us. The Officers were marched up to
the Sgts' Mess later that afternoon by 2Lt Paul Johnson and
the drinking began. Members of both teams could be seen
around camp in the next few days sporting limps and nursing
various injuries, including the CO with a cracking shiner!
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HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj G Stoker
W02(SSM) Midgeley

EXERCISE RHINO CHARGE
The November ex in Poland saw the Regt deploy Ptarmigan in sp
of the 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt annual CPX. The trg area
was alive with armd vehs courtesy of 4, 7 and 1 (DA) Bdes. HQ
Sqn provided the aeon and feeding, while 201 Sig Sqn deployed
out on the area complete with cam-cream. Lucky 212 got to put
up tents and fit the marquee out with comms eqpt ready for the
Staff to arrive. Unfortunately, the rain started on Day 1 and
continued for the 3 weeks, ensuring an ex to remember! Once
the Staff arrived, the Regt got down to the important task of
keeping Ptarmigan running to ensure the ex went as smoothly as
possible. The Regt also deployed a small amount of Bowman
eqpt for the first time. TM troop upheld their reputation as a hard
working and adaptable team by coping with everything from the
usual day to day kit repair to installing Sky TV in the bar, so the
lads could all gather round the box and watch the football in the
evening and weekends. Everyone had a good ex and upheld
their own personal reputations as well as that of the Tp.

EXERCISE MERCURY LOIPE
The Regt provided 2 teams of Nordic Skiers for the 2007 1 (UK)
Armd Div Championships. Both teams deployed to Norway for 3
weeks in order to attend the Corps trg period. Together with 16
and 30 Sig Regts, the teams worked hard to learn all aspects of
Nordic Skiing including Biathlon. The location was ideal as there
were very few distractions, made for the early stages of cabin
fever within 2 weeks! The teams undertook 2 weeks of ski
lessons before being hauled out on endurance trg, hrs spent
skiing up hills in the middle of nowhere!
After this gruelling trg, the teams moved to Austria to begin a trg
week at altitude, in order to prepare them for the Div
Championships in France. Austria was heaven after Norway and
both teams quickly got their order in for pizzas! Trg took place in
the Nordic Stadium, which was buzzing with National Teams
preparing themselves for the European and World
Championships. Unfortunately, the snow began to melt and the
teams found themselves rising earlier each morning in order to
get some trg in, before the snow turned to slush! The Biathlon trg
was essential. After trying to zero in at temperatures of -15C in
Norway, the sunshine and singing birds provided a relaxed
atmosphere in which to practise shooting after skiing 2.5kms.
The move to France was taxing, with a few stops at McDonalds
to cheer up the troops! Les Contamines provided the setting for
the Div Championships and the locals had gone out of their way
after low snowfall to ensure that we had enough snow to race. If
you were unlucky enough however to have a number over 100,
you were guaranteed to hit some slush at some point on the
course, which made for exhilarating moments. Both teams
drastically improved their strength and fitness levels over the 5
weeks trg and the Ladies' Team including LCpl 'Ash' Kirkbride
and Sig 'Kelly' Bra dley brought home a few medals to adorn
the RHQ trophy cabinets. The Nordic Skiing QC, Lt 'Champs'
Champion is already planning next season's ski trg, so hopefully
more novices will attend and more medals will make their way to
the cabinet next year.

BRITISH ARMY (GERMANY) VOLLEYBALL
CHAMPIONSHIPS
The Regt provided both a male and female team for this year's
BA(G) Volleyball Championships which took place on 24 January
at Elmpt Station. Getting into tpt at 0500hrs on a cold winter's
morning was not a good start to the day for the Regtl members,
and most pers took advantage of the few hrs driving to snooze
their way to the competition location. After only a few days trg
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before, the male team won their first 3 games with Cpl Taylor
and Cpl Ravutia holding the team together during lapses in
concentration. Verbal encouragement and guidance was shouted
from the sidelines courtesy of SSgt Abbot.
A special mention has to be given to Sgt Marriot who decided
to disguise the fact that he car, i jump by wearing odd trainers!
This tactic has now been banned by the Volleyball Federation as
being unsporting, in that it sends the spectators, officials and all
teams into fits of laughter. Sig 'Abs' Narara showed off his
skills in the air and was rewarded with being scouted for the
Army team. The remaining team members; Sgt Cooper, Cpl
Brennan, Sig Josefata, Sig Vetaukula and Sig Seru all
helped the male team secure 2nd place in the Championships.

HERFORD STATION CHRISTMAS FAYRE
- by Lt Asa Macintyre

212 SIGNAL SQUADRON

On 2 December, with eyes looking to the skies and pleading for
snow, 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt set about opening the
gates for the annual Herford Station Christmas Fayre.
Hundreds of local Germans and serving pers turned up to enjoy
what was, without a doubt, the best Christmas Fayre in years.
There were over 50 stalls selling traditional Christmas wares,
offering local handy crafts and goodies and some offering a
welcoming mug of mulled Christmas wine to take the chilly edge
off the German winter.

The Ladies' team comprising Sgt O'Connor, Sigs Dower,
Bradbury, Freeman, Maughan, and Wade did well with Sig
Dower making over arm look easy, considering that they were
drafted into service the day before the competition. Their hard
work and good team skills resulted in them achieving 4th place.

SSM

The QM(T) Dept has undergone many dramatic changes over the
past couple of months. In particular, we have said a fond farewell
to the old QM(T), Capt 'Ole Bob' Stanton who has uprooted to
the Australian Army {lucky) and welcomed former HQ Sqn 21C,
Capt Renshaw into the chair. Not only is he proving himself a
worthy QM but being a keen golfer it means that the rest of us
"swingers" are looking forward to many golf afternoons. Hint,
hint!

EXERCISE RHINO CHARGE - by Cpl Jim Bartlett
The Sqn deployed to Poland at the end of 2006 for Ex RHINO
CHARGE. It all started at 0400hrs on 2 November for the 2 day
drive in sub-zero temperatures to Poland. On route to the Polish
border, Sig Moffet received a friendly shove from a sleeping
German driver which sent his Land Rover and trailer pirouetting
down the autobahn, spreading the contents of his trailer behind.
The German Police were on the scene quickly to advise the tired
German to sleep in bed and not behind the wheel. Fortunately
there were no injuries to either the driver or the passenger.

The Sqn returned just in time for the Christmas season, and for
some well earned rest after the difficult and challenging year. The
New Year started the way the last one was left; everything moving
at breakneck speed with the Sqn undergoing Bowmanisation.
The first parade for the Sqn was supposed to be 8 January, but
half deployed on Bowman trg to Osnabruck and Senelager,
leaving iust a handful of pers to run and maintain everything. The
remainder of the Sqn is due to deploy to Senelager and
Osnabruck in February with continuation trg in March. In addition
to Bowman trg, the Sqn is returning to its armd ways with the
return of Maggie and Eleanor to mention but a few names.

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON
The CO, Lt Col Chris Paterson gets soaked in the stocks

oc
Last but not least is old-sweat Cpl 'Zack' Topping, who with a
whopping 19 years in the Army, has enthralled us with his gritty
tales of war with units long extinct. After the long and arduous
year that was 2006, our guru W02(RQMS)(T) 'Mark' Pollock
has pulled us through it and we're looking ahead to another
successful and productive year.

SSM

Of course, Christmas time is one for parties and TM Tp didn't fail
to deliver. Congratulations to SSgt Francis and Cpls Miller,
Pitcairn and Rankin for their hard work in preparing the event.
There have been a few comings and goings over the last few
months, Cpl De-Bique has left the troop and is now enjoying a
posting in sunny Aldershot. Welcome to Sgt 'Geordie'
Gouldboume and family and fresh faced from Blandford and
eager to learn are LCpls Whales and Reeves.

Maj GJ Oliver
W02(SSM) Churchward

INTER SQUADRON BASKETBALL COMPETITION
- by Cpl Fox

TM TROOP
LCpl 'Taff' Davies should be given first mention as he
represented the Tp and Sqn proudly by winning his bout in the
lnter-Sqn Boxing competition held in November. The Boxing
Night was no mean feat and one that required considerable
courage. The usual TM Tp contingent continues to play football
at Regtl level; they include Cpls Miller and Moffat and LCpls
Gill, Kudierski and Platt. Sgt Liddel is now head coach of the
Regt Basketball Team and will take LCpl Thornton along with
the rest of the team to the BA(G) Championships in Gutersloh.
LCpl Walls is still flying the TM Tp flag by continuing to impress
on the rugby field.

Maj A Gray
W02(SSM) McGuckien

On arrival it was all go. The sun was shining and there was a
nice blanket of snow on the ground. The BFOM, or Big White
Tent, had already been set up by the locals, but throughout the ex
we found out we were having some anomalies with power and
comms. A blinding blue spark from a subset to Cpl Jim
Green's hand made us realise that the Poles didn't quite have
the same electrical safety procedures, and soon realised that they
had earthed nothing. The repercussions were felt by 201, when
the 2 switches located within our compound nearly blew up due
to a 240V power spike. If it had nor been for some quick thinking
by YofS Durrant pulling the HF Quads out, the Regt would be a
few AS ops poorer.

QM DEPARTMENT- by Cpl Tait

We've also said farewell to Cpl 'Bradders' Bradbury, who
cleared his desk to join the ranks of 212 Sqn SQMS! Despite our
devastating losses, we've been blessed with the arrival of some
new personalities. To assist with the Bowman conversion
process, W02 'Mark' Arch has brought his uplifting sense of
humour (a prerequisite of any Bowman storeman) to aid his trusty
and ever balding assistant Cpl 'Devo' Tait with the transfer of
the kit into the Regt. Despite the obvious setbacks, they've
discovered that their regular visits to Ayrshire Barracks have
allowed some cultural "research". To replace 'oor' Bradders
comes Cpl 'Gaz' Jones from 211 Sqn. He has joined the team
and just become a father for the first time - bless him!

oc

Festive fun at the Herford Station Christmas Fayre

Lister School showed off their artistic skills in a painting
competition, as the German 'Oompa' band played a merry
soundtrack to several seniors getting ceremonially doused in icecold water. Santa Claus himself even took a day out of his
hectic Christmas build-up to enjoy a meaty treat from the spitroast (can anyone smell reindeer?) and hear the endless lists of
gifts that the kids were hoping to find under their trees come the
big day.
The event organisers from 201 Sig Sqn were Lt Macintyre and
SSgt Francis. The team said that next year was going to be
" .. .even more packed with things to do" and that with all the
profits going to local charities it was a kick start to Christmas that
no one would want to miss being a part of next year.

201A team. The B team managed to finish 2nd in their league
also scoring a good 7 points. With these high rankings in the
leagues, 211 Sqn amassed 14 points - higher than any other Sqn
and deserved to win the competition, especially as we fielded 4
females in the squad!
But although w Senelager e won the points, we did not win the
cup - 201A were victorious again and took the silver. However,
211 are on the up, with the Tug of War, Boxing and Basketball
points in the bag, we might just run away with it yet.

201 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj L Kelly
W02(SSM} Sheard

MANAGEMENT SKIING - by 2Lt Rachel Clayton
The first week of management skiing began with the very long
drive to Austria. A distinct lack of snow was noted as we got
further south and it wasn't looking promising as we entered the
picturesque town of Hochfilzen. Skiing started with an
encouraging display of determination given that the pistes were
as much grass as they were snow. It led to some frustrating
skiing for the professionals and some ent ertaining lessons for
Maj Simon Meadowcroft, 2Lt Rachel Clayton and SSgt
'Abbo' Abbott. The weather went from bad to worse, resulting
in more disappointing skiing for the second day. However, the
evening entertainment package provided a somewhat ruthless
go-karting session, with some dubious driving skills from certain
individuals, namely W02(SSM} 'Mac' McGuckien. The week
progressed with varied skiing conditions, although the hard-core
among the group persevered, interspersed with sampling the
local conditions and surroundings. The final day saw us
abandoning the local area and moving further afield in search of
snow, which we finally found at the glacier in Kaprun . This
provided near perfect skiing conditions, much to everyone's
delight. Our skiing skills were definitely much improved, although
with the entire population of Austria skiing at the only place with
snow. this became more of a challenge as the day wore on.
With rumours of a 'big dump', Week 2 was looking distinctly more
promising and the second group set off with eager anticipation of
actually seeing some snow! The 8 hr drive somewhat dampened
spirits although within hours of arriving in Austria, we were
happily careering madly down the slopes on the toboggan run, or
in a pile next to it for Capts Paul McGarry and Russ Moody.
The next morning saw us merrily skiing/boarding down the
slopes, with conditions much better than the first week. With
everyone's skills rapidly improving, we were soon mastering the
red and black runs, although frequent trips to the cafe were
·Certainly not unheard of - mainly from the large LE contingent!
For the next few days we went on a tour of the surrounding area,

It was that time of the year again , when the Regt's budding NBA
basketball stars squared up to see who would be lnter-Sqn
champs. Led by Cpl 'Merv' Young who drilled the
21 1 Sqn select through some intense trg sessions - _....,.,"""',,_.~-------------------~-------.
to at least make us believe that we were almost as
good as Michael Jordan. Things were looking
good. The big day arrived and the 211 A and B
teams were looking sharp - the A team in black
basketball tops and the B team in white. As the
only Sqn to make any effort to turn up in strips, we
were on to a winner for sure. The A team lined up
for their first game against 212A team and the
game was close but unfortunately saw the injury of
LCpl 'Stevo' Nairn , who went over on his ankle in
the first 20 seconds, chipping a bone and ending
up on crutches for the foreseeable future. The
game went against 211A who were ultimately
beaten by a single point. However the 211 A team
then went on to easily defeat HQ B and 201 B to
finish 2nd in the group and take 7 points from a
possible 9.

The Management Ski Team!

,..
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skiing at a different mountain every day. This provided a great
variety of pistes, although by the third day the half-pipes seemed
to be the most popular location. The snow-boarders were in their
element, although the skiers were following close behind in the
'looking awesome' stakes! T~ e week drew to a close with a
return to the go-kart track, w! !i:::h was considerably icier this time,
lead1r.g to some dramatic 36us and the standard 'accidental'
crashes. We reluctantly left Austria as the sn"w started to fall
again and can only hope that we can find the opportunity for a bit
more 'management bonding' next year.

Following another hasty reorganisation, the Sqn was stripped to
the bare bones to form the unit that will eventually deploy. The
pace did not ease off though, and a penod of planning and trg
was initiated for the new role. Packing away the Cormorant dets
and rolling down the garage doors, the guys dug out their
webbing and wpns and looked forward to some intensive mil and
special-to-arm trg. The Regtl football pitch was soon bearing
witness to a Dad's Army style display of sect and pl attacks, antiambush drills and patrolling .

SIGNALLERS SCOOP SPORTING PRIZE - AGAIN
The Herford-based 1 Annd Div Sig Regt has carried off a major
sporting trophy for the 2nd successive year. The Howlett Bowl
for major units within 1 Armd Div, which includes 3 Germanbased bdes, was presented by the GOC 1 Armd Div, Maj Gen
Graham Binns CBE DSO MC, appropriately enough in their
Gym. Most of the unit's soldiers were on parade on Monday 19
February to see Sig Oliver Bird , aged 22, step up to receive the
trophy on behalf of the Regt.

Capt Rennie Renshaw glides with style down the mountain

It is given to the major unit, i.e. those with more than 300
members, who are judged by the Div Sports Board to have
shown the greatest all-round sporting merit during the year. A
host of sports from football to tug-of-war and from athletics to
orienteering are featured in the competition. The Award went to
the Regt for its contribution to Inter-Service swimming and
orienteering, Army level rugby and football, athletics and hockey.
It was also for being represented in all major winter and summer
sports at Regtl level.

resources as so many people were deployed or away on courses.
"It's a fantastic result," he declared. Although the coming year
would again be busy with deployments, he urged those who
remained to keep up the momentum. It was a proud day for the
unit's Senior Physical Training Instructor, QMSI Callum
Ferguson who praised not only the competitors but those who
held the fort, while competitors were committed to the trg and
taking part in the events. "We took part in nearly every event. It
was superb the way that people took up the challenge. For
instance we took part in the BA(G) Hockey competition at a
moment's notice and came runners-up, " he said.

Lt Col Chris Paterson said that such sporting competitions
were "fundamental to the business of being soldiers." He praised
all those who had contributed to sport in the past year and said it
was particularly "well done" when you considered the limited

But the trophy is not just about the stars, consideration is also
given to the efforts made to provide competitions for the lessgladiatorial members and the unit's efforts to sponsor events,
encourage quality and provide officials for sport at all levels.

2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col AJ Botterill
W01 (RSM) MP Townley

2 Sig Regt has now entered its key operational year. 2 Sig Regt
Gp has formed up in Kandahar, with the RHQ running the Joint
NETCEN; we are supported in Theatre by Sp Sqn, providing the
Kabul Sp Unit (KSU), 219 Sig Sqn providing JCS to the UK Task
Force in Helmand Province and, by the time of publication, 214
Sig Sqn will be in the process of deploying as the Regional
Command (South) Sig Sqn providing ICS to the 2 Star UK HQ.
We continue to support enduring ops; SPEARHEAD Land
Element (SLE) has been taken over by 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn, and
is always on standby for any contingency. In addition, 246 Sig
Sqn has taken over the provision of pers and dets deployed in
direct sp of the Senior British Military Advisor (SBMA) to
CENTCOM in the USA and Qatar, on Op VERITAS, and continues
to support Op TELIC with the first operational usage of the new
Cormorant comms system.
The Regtl Rear is rather small; however, its role is no less vital.
The Cormorant TI3 upgrade continues to take up an inordinate
amount of time, and this coupled with the Bowmanisation of the
Regt and the introduction of Project REACHER are certainly
keeping the home fires burning.
By the time of publication the Regt will witness the CO conduct
an op handover to Lt Col Jon Cole, who joins us from PJHQ J6.
Lt Col John Botterill departs for the Big City to join DEC (CCII)
within the MOD. The Regt wishes him, his wife Jill and son
James all the very best for the future.
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SUPPORT SQUADRON
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Maj MS Tivey
W02(SSM) D Leask

A large percentage of Sp Sqn has recently deployed to
Afghanistan to form the Kabul Support Unit (KSU). Stories and
photos to follow soon.

BONE OF CONTENTION (BOC) - DECEMBER 06
- by Sgt Vince Key
This year's BOC match was well represented by both teams with
the Juniors being able to field Army U21 and Corps players,
whilst the Officers and Seniors (O&Ss) old farts were keen to take
revenge for last years trouncing . Things were looking good for the
O&Ss, what with the tactical duties and details dished out to the
Juniors (totally unavoidable).
The O&Ss were actually taking this seriously and even did a
proper warm up (big mistake); things didn't look too good after
that. The O&Ss did take advantage of a pre-match glass of port
just to show the youngsters how it should be done, but I think
that this only wound the Juniors up, because for the next 30 mins
they were firmly camped in the O&Ss' 22, providing the O&Ss
with a lot of invaluable tackling practice. The tackling was done
with a lot of spirit, perhaps a bit too enthusiastically by the RSM,
who in his usual no holds barred 100% head-on fashion (Look
Large - Be Massive!) went into a tackle and unfortunately had to
leave the field just after, due to an injury.
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Oops! Capt Paul Downie with the knock-on!
Much to the frustration of the Juniors, the O&Ss managed to
keep a clean sheet despite some excellent rugby on their part,
with driving runs made by Cpl 'Smudge' Smith and LCpl
Mikey Bolton and their pack holding up the weight and
experience of the O&Ss very well. The one chance for the O&Ss
to make a break out of the 22 was preceded by a loud shout from
the outside centre, Capt Paul Downie.
He had spotted a rare gap in the Juniors' defensive line and
indicated that he would like the ball. Working as a slickly oiled
machine the O&Ss duly passed the ball to him, only to observe
him juggle with it and finally knock it on, much to the amusement
of the crowd.
Half time saw a few team changes as the weight of the onslaught
took its toll. The second half carried on in the same vein as the
first, with the Juniors going all out at the O&Ss, but again some
heroic tackles, especially from the tiny terrier W02(FofS) Dusty
Miller, who on at least 3 occasions, single-handedly, prevented
certain tries. The CO was having a fine game at No 8, tackling
hard and spoiling like a professional, and looked a bit
disappointed when asked to leave the field by Sgt Key (fhe
Regtl Welfare SNCO) in his role as sideline coach, although he
claims he reverted to his welfare role in the search for some
fresher legs.
The relentless pressure finally paid off for the Juniors with a try
being scored mid-way through the second half by LCpl Mikey
Bolton, but sadly the conversion was missed. The game
restarted and the O&Ss finally made some excursions into the
Juniors' half but to no avail and the added distance that they had
to cover seemed to drain the last ounce of energy from their
battle weary legs allowing the Juniors (unsporting in my view) to
grab a late try to clinch the match 10 - 0. The game was played
in the true spirit of the occasion with some excellent rugby played
by both sides, congratulations to the Juniors. A much tighter
match than last year. Watch out next year!

214 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj MF Graham
W02(SSM) CM Ogg

The last year has been an exciting, yet hectic period for the
members of 214 Sig Sqn and the closing months were to prove
no different. In September we had a complete Regtl
reorganisation which resulted In the Sqn gaining a new Tp, in the
form of Eagle Tp from 219 Sig Sqn, prior to their deployment to
Afghanistan - welcome guys. However they had hardly had time
to make a brew before they were moved on to 246 Ghurkha Sig
Sqn. We were told that we were off to sunnier climes to support
NATO in Kandahar and form the Regional Command (South) Sig
Sqn to sp the UK Lead Div Comd, Maj Gen Jacko Page.
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However, as the weeks have gone by the guys have teamed
together and are now cutting about looking the business and
even understanding the drills they have learnt. Behind the scenes
the Sqn Ops team have been coordinating some serious comms
trg, which has seen EDs setting up Outlook and techs cabling! All
in all every single person has been run through the mill, and as
the Sqn deploys to Barry Budden to complete their fd firing
package. I know everyone is now just looking forward to getting
out the door. In the background to the Op HERRICK activity, Lt
David Marcham has been busy with the SLE Strategic Comms
Tp. Deploying out to 11 Sig Bde HQ at Donnington, he put
together a very successful demonstration for GOG Theatre
Troops. Following this he was off to the dangerous wilds of the
Yorkshire countryside on a Tp ex, and then, barely having time to
let his feet touch the ground, he redeployed to South Cerney on a
SLE BG ex. Lt Marcham hands over the SLE Tp Comd role in
February 07 with no small amount of joy after an excellent 6
month stint at R1.
In addition to the hectic beat-up period, we have welcomed a
number of new arrivals, including Capt Katherine AHt as the
new Sqn 21C, Lts Jo Copeland and Mike Gray, straight from
their Tp Comds course, SSgt Al Pearson, Sgt Kenny
Macpherson and Sgt Jim McGrory. At the same time, a
number of others have disappeared but not been forgotten. We
say goodbye to Capt Steve Knight, off to civvy street and 6
months touring South America, SSgt Dave Gallagher retiring
after 22 years service, Sgt Gaz Eastlake to 22 Sig Regt and Sgt
'Giz' Carr to 10 Sig Regt. In addition, 214 would also like to
claim the record for the shortest posting for Sgt 'Ski'
Grabowski, who will have been in the Regt for only 3 weeks
before handing over to Sgt Lake of 10 Sig Regt. To all those
leaving the Sqn, we wish them all the best for the future and to
those who remain, all the best for a safe and successful tour.

219 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
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Maj AJ Mould
W02(SSM) J Kielty

- by 2Lt Catrin Jones
The Sqn welcomes new pers: SSgt Lynn to Phoenix Tp and Sgt
Welch to the newly formed Sp Tp. They arrive during an
extremely busy time for the Sqn, and indeed the Regt. With just
days before the Sqn deploy in sp of Op HERRICK to provide
strategic CIS sp for the Helmand Taskforce, all hands are on deck
in the preparation. The Sqn has had an extremely successful
build up to ops, with equal focus on mil and trade trg.
Before Christmas, the Sqn deployed to Barry Budden, near
Dundee, to complete an extensive live firing range package,
admirably planned and delivered by the Regtl Trg Wg. The Sqn,
accompanied by elements of the RHO, HQ Sqn, and 14 Sig Regt,
braved the typically Scottish weather and completed ranges
varying from CQB pistol to casevac to GPMG. An excellent week
of pre-deployment trg that ensured each individual's personal
drills were of the highest order and practised everyone in reacting
to unpredictable situations. It also served as an excellent
opportunity for building team spirit and a real Sqn identity. The
week culminated in a skit night, with highly accurate and amusing
impressions of certain Regtl personalities - of particular hilarity
was Sig Roshanie's debut as a stand-up comic. The trg focus
after the Christmas leave period moved away from mil towards
trade skills, with many of the troops away completing vital
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courses in preparation for the deployment. With trg nearing
completion, it is time to put the finishing touches in place, say
farewells and look ahead to the time the Sqn will spend in
Afghanistan. Our next despatch will be from Theatre.

246 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc

Maj BG White
W02(SSM) Kedar Rai

SSM

With one of the 3 troops still deployed on Op TELIC, 246 Gurkha
Sig Sqn has become even more busy with additional tasking and
commitments due to the reorganisation of 2 Sig Regt's
deployment on Op HERRICK. Some of the key taskings are
Spearhead Land Element (SLE), Op VERITAS and TT3 Uplift etc.
Despite all these commitments, the morale of all the Sqn pers
remains high.

WELCOME AND FAREWELL
We bade farewell to Maj Mark Stoter Saheb on 16 November
06 and received Maj Ben G White as the new OC Saheb on 23
November 06. Just before Christmas, the Sqn also received
Capt Chris Fogarty as the Sqn Ops Officer relieving Capt B
Robson. Lt (QGO) Ganesh Gurung Saheb has replaced Lt
(QGO) Laxman Pun as the Tp Comd of Kowloon Tp.

NEPALI EXPERIENCE - by Lt Tuni Masi
Quite simply, without the experience of learn ing Nepal e~e in
Nepal one could never really make a competent Queen s Gurkha
Signals Officer and your time with the Bd ~ of Gu.rkhas would
forever be tainted by a lack of understanding of Just who you
were dealing with and how and why seemingly peculiar rituals are
the way they are. One cannot fully appre?iate the quality of our
men until one has seen, appreciated and interacted with the
culture and land from which they come. The Nepali Long
Language Course (SLP1 110) unfolds over 1~ gru.elling w~eks.'
learning grammar, vocabulary and Devenagn script; culm1nat1ng
with the legendary test week which pits the young British Officers
at the mercy of the University of Westminster. Those officers who
successfully pass the test week find themselves immediately
transported to separate locations in Nepal where they endure a 3
week hill phase colloquially known as 'trekking '!
Throughout the course, the mysticism of the Doko race loomed
overhead. Regarded by the majority of people as the most
physically demanding of all the selection events for Potential
Gurkha recruits, the Doko race is simple in its viciousness.
Contestants stand by a river with the famous Doko hill before
them and with a basket known as a Doko filled with 25kgs of
rocks on back and head . Candidates then make a best effort run
for 5km all the way up to the top of Doko hill (an 800m ascent).
Current policy is that all British Officers in the Bde must do the
Doko race in order not only to further understand what their
soldiers must go through but also to prove to their men that they
are equally capable of the task. During my time in Nepal I truly
felt that my eyes were opened to a country and its citizens - our
men! Despite the luxuries of studying in Nepal, I witnessed at first
hand the humble surroundings of a sustenance lifestyle where our
men grow up and often return to die. I believe that I can speak for
all on the course and say that our experiences have prepared us
for a career working with and in the Bde of Gurkhas. Jai Queen's
Gurkha Signals and Jai SLP 06 Course walas.

tour being in sight we are all still being kept
extremely busy, not only with the normal Sqn
business of MS, trg and of course providing sp
to Northern Afghanistan, but also with the
constant stream of high ranking visitors. Since
our last article we have averaged around 3
'stars' a week.

KABUL SUPPORT UNIT MT
MTWO
SNCO

W01 Paul Buckley
Sgt Billy Blackmore

Tpt business has continued, despite the
dramatic high and lows in the weather
conditions, complete with the responsibility for
gritting the location - even on Christmas Day.
During the Christmas period all members of the
dept joL1ed ir to celebrate and make the best
out of what e have. LCpl Warren
Pickersgill dreamt up the idea of the Secret
Santa. We al enjoyed a superb meal on the
25th, which was prepared by both the mil and
KBR chefs. It tias to be said, it was enjoyed a
lot better than normal because the Officers and SNCOs provided
a full waiter service. Treat!
Prior to Christmas, W01 Paul Buckley took the mantle of
MTWO from W02 Gaz Sinclair. Everyone was worried at first
because a new broom always sweeps clean; however, we need
not have worried, they both had the same pet hate - why have
the cones not been placed outside the MT? Despite the
anticipation of recovering and reuniting with families, there is a
heightened level of enthusiasm to complete the workload needed
to enable us to start the Relief in Place (RiP) with 2 Sig Regt.

QM DEPARTMENT
QM
ROMS

Maj Ben White, the new OC 246 Gurkha Signal Squadron
welcomed into the family by Capt (QGO) Nirmal Bhattachan

PROMOTION
There has been excellent news for 2 members of the Sqn: Lt
(QGO) Purna Gurung has been selected for promotion to Capt
(QGO) and W02(SSM) Kedar Rai has been selected for
commissioning to Lt (QGO). The CO of 2 Sig Regt wishes them
both many congratulations.

'-'
i
co
RSM

a basket, Skm and an

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
Lt Col AR Blackwell
W01 (RSM) T Lappin

The Regt has now returned from Afghanistan, where it has been
sustaining ops for one year: initially at reinforced Sqn level and
since last summer at Regtl level.
These notes reflect the last months of that op - the slight
reduction in tempo over the Christmas period, followed by
preparations for a smooth and orderly handover to 2 Sig Regt in
February, all supported by a thrivi ng and busy Germany based
element. Having now all been reunited in Germany, the Regt
looks forward to a major re-equipment and trg programme
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The Infamous Ooko race - 25kg rocks,
BOOm ascent!

throug hout this summer and come autumn, back into the ex
routi ne to actually field and practise the new capabilities.

Maj Pete Whitehouse
W02(RQMS) Gaz Dixon

The QM's dept continues to sp all UK troops based in Northern
Afghanistan, which can mean anything from 1000 to 1400 pers
spread to the four winds. It is an unusual set up but very
reward ing. Kabul has gone from hot and dusty to a cold and
snowy location. The extremes of weather have taken some
people off-guard, but have kept LCpl DJ John and Sig Leanne
Hunt in the clothing store busy issuing out the winter clothing.
The other members of the dept have been completing the
transfer of all the manual accounts onto the UNICOM Out of
Barracks system; this has been led by Sgt Boz Boswell and Cpl
Ross Ardley. Many late, frustrati ng night s were had but with the
task now complete, it should make the remainder of the tour a lot
easier for the movement of stores.
Christmas was an enjoyable period with all members of the dept
taking a full part in the events that where laid on. Of particular
note were: LCpl Sophia Bramwell , Sig Clare White and Sig
Leanne Hunt in the Camp Souter 'Stars in their Eyes' and LCpl
Clarie Fielding playing Sharon Osborne to the MTO's Simon
Cowell (water throwing and all). With the end of the festivities,
the BOO, LSI and ammunition audit came and went in a blur.

229 (BERLIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON
KABUL SUPPORT UNIT

oc
SSM

Maj John Fradley
W02(SSM) Chris Stuart

With the Christmas festivities now well behind us, our focus has
now switched to the preparation for the handover/takeover to 2
Sig Regt in February. We look forward to seeing them and hope
that they have a safe and productive tour. Despite the end of
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OP HERRICK CLOSE SUPPORT SIGNAL SQUADRON KANDAHAR

oc
SSM

Maj MRA Thompson
W02(SSM) D Whitworth

The Sqn is now into its last month of its 6 month deployment in
Afghanistan. I think we can all look back with pride in what we

TH E WIR E, APRIL 2007

The Mighty 7 Challenge Winning Team

have achieved here providing vital comms in Helmand, Kandahar
and Kabul.
Within the Sqn, the month of December saw the start of the
'Mighty 7' challenge. This was a charity event aimed at raising as
much as possible for the Army Benevolent Fund and Kidney
Research UK, while at the same time promoting physical activity
and giving the soldiers an opportunity to demonstrate their
competitive spirit in their Tps and Dets across Theatre. The
challenge involved soldiers completing a series of 7 selected
physical challenges culminating in a half marathon. As if this
was not challenging enough, the competitive dads within the
Close Protection Sqn agreed to complete the challenge in 7
consecutive days. This we did thanks to some gutsy efforts from
the senior citizens that make up the Sqn Ops team. No one
wanted to come last and every challenge brought out a different
race leader. Despite some outstanding team efforts from across
the Theatre. there could only be one winner and that was the 229
CP, proving once and for all that there is no replacement for
experience.
The Bastion Bears are congratulated for raising over $1000 in
sponsorship. The challenge raised a considerable amount for the
chosen charities and I would like to express my thanks to all
soldiers from the Sqn and their fam ilies who donated to the
challenge.

KABUL SIGNAL TROOP
OC:
Det Comd

Lt P Mhango
Sgt C Simmonds

- by Cpl Simpson

This festive season has for some been their first Christmas away
from family and friends. It has nonetheless proved to be an
altogether positive experience. Over this period heavy snow
drifts and freezing temperatures have inundated Camp ISAF,
which has caused all manner of problems. As a resu lt it has been
a relatively intense period of activity, which has been balanced
only by the migration by JFCIS to the warmer climes of Kandahar.
Our Christmas tree, all of 12 inches high, was provided by LCpl
'Rocky' Robinson's mafia connections within ASDA. It now
t akes pride of place on top of the server in the office.
Sigs 'Eddie' Edwards and Chantelle Brown have held it
together despite the loss of fellow Sig Docherty, who was last
seen heading off to Camp Souter for a 48 hr stint and has not
been seen since. I think we may have located the Bermuda
Triangle of Kabul (Sigs Cameron and Riley, we will remember
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everybody when it started to rai n. The Stonebri?ge tent that we
work from has been sited next to one of the main tracks on the
camp and has a mud wall bordering it, so when the rain started
we soon found water coming in. At fi rst light a small amount of
water had gathered underneath the generators. A few hours later
we had a stream and large puddle inside the tent. The days that
followed were a test of character for all concerned. Sandbags
had to be filled; trenches had to be dug, all in a bid to stop the
water flowing through the det. After 2 days of rain and 5 days of
work, we had succeeded in making the det watertight, but then it
has not rained since.

A White Christmas for Kabul

you). In the absence of Cpl Gardner, Cpl Burgmans, has
successfully kept the det ticking over, despite the attentions of
the French Canadian soldiers. Finally the 'Mighty 7' Challenge is
nearing completion with LCpl 'Rocky' Robinson leading the
way for Team ISAF. So far the det has raised around $280
in aid of Kidney Research (most of which came out of the
swear box). We are now 'desperately' looking forward to
the half marathon in January.

just to let the Taliban know they were there. It was about 2
weeks in before they had their first experience of a real life Troops
In Contact (TIC). They watched as COP Robinson retaliat ed with
51mm Mortar and 105mm HE that lit up the night sky. Between
big bangs there are still the general annoyances to deal with such
as poor power. This ensured that the boys were kept on their
toes. The battle with faltering comms was won through diligence
and detenmlnation. Between the 2 sites it has been an enjoyable
tour. Every operator has gained new knowledge and will look
back on the benefits provided - if only from a comfier bed back in
Elmpt.

During November and December we have seen a fair amount of
change. The R&R package enabled the majority of the crew time
away to relax with friends and family. We saw the arrival of Sig
Kirsty McDonald from Kandahar and LCpl Andrew Mills
departed. The centre of attention during December "'.'as the Regtl
Charity Event the 'Mighty 7' Challenge. Several physical
challenges and fundraising gave all of the det a focus away from
the normal day-to-day work routine. Thankfully the gymnasium
on camp had just taken delivery of all of the cardio vascular
equipment we needed to take part in the challenge. Praise must
go to 2Lt Marshall who joined us during the absence of SSgt
Nowosielski and represented the det in the Half Marathon in
Kandahar. He managed a very respectable 82 mins. Through
various means and ideas, FOB Price managed to raise just short
of $400 for both worthwhile charities.

oc
SSM

LASHKAR GAR SIGNAL TROOP - HQ UK TASK FORCE HELMAND PROVINCE

This festive season has been an extremely busy one for
the 'boys from the COMMCEN '. Newly arrived Cpl
'Beanie' Brown, SAC Kerry Jones and the new Det IC
Sgt Ian Overall arrived from a land afar called Kandahar.
Unlike the 3 Wise Men though, they 'jacked' on us and
bore no gifts. Our baby in the manger this year was Sig
Cameron , whose absolute belief in Santa Claus and his
own 'Cats whisker' of an op tour moustache,
demonstrated the horrifically misleading effects of Home
Alone movies on our young Sigs of today! The techs were
duty Grinches for this year, ably led by SSgt Mclean and
Cpl Brown. This has been the season for charity duri ng
which the COMMCEN again exceeded all expectations
raising over $753 for the 'Mighty 7' Charity Challenge
alone.

oc

FORWARD OPERATIN G BASE PRICE - GERESHK HELMAND PROVINCE
The det has endured some hot, dry weather ever since we
deployed in September 2006. It was with great surprise to

2Lt M Joiner
SSgt S Hulse

SS gt
- by Cpl Beerling

CAMP BASTION SIGNAL TROOP - HELMAND PROVINCE

oc
SSgt

Lt T Kelly
SSgt S Miners

- by Cpls Yuil/e and Bare/Ii

Cpl Vuille has spent his remaining days in theatre organizing a
Christmas party and running the det side of the Regtl charity
event. Cpl Vuille was the team leader of the Bastion Bears.
There were a few guest appearances from well known celebrities
such as Cpl Tippen who rowed the English Channel dressed as
Roy "Chubby" Brown. Cpl Vuille also ran the Boston Half
Marathon dressed as a Monk to bring in the spiritual side of life.
It is believed that he was praying for the finish 1OOm into the
event.
What could have been on the other side of the world, but was
merely a few kms away, Cpl Barelli was experiencing the
delights of COP Robinson. Cpl Barelli arrived to a smiling barechested Cpl Gurung to take over the Comms Ops. After a swift
tour of the makeshift Afghan Farm/Military Camp, he was eager
to get 'hands on'. It took a while for them to get used to the
Afghan National Army (ANA) habit of firing blindly into the dark

Working for 2Lt Joiner has meant that the past couple of
months have been a busy time for all pers on the Det. The motto
"If it ain't broke, don't fix it" is obviously not taught at Sandhurst,
and even after on the job trg, the Boss still can 't grasp the
concept! However, his attention to detail and relentless pursuit to
make work has resulted in the Det being immaculate. Christmas
and New Year were celebrated to high standard - 2 cans per
man, shock, cards, dancing, and darts. The US Army troops on
the Det helped us out immensely by supplying us with dirty great
big Cuban cigars sent from home. After her sterling performance
on the quiz, LCpl Laura Allen bravely stole the centre stage
from Sgt Matt Jennings by managing to fit 7 Havana in her
mouth at once. Fantastic stuff! We would also like to take this
opportunity to publicly thank the Royal Marines Association for
the Christmas boxes we were kindly sent.
Comms for the majority of the tour have been solid. We have had
several ru n of the mill problems of course, like Chinooks landing
next to the inflatable Radome, lightning strikes on the Spectre
Cabin, Paradigm phones going UIS on Christmas Eve - pretty
standard stuff really. We routed the Paradigm kit through Promina
and solved that problem - cue big smiles all round. There was a
slight problem just before Christmas when 2 of the bearers
packed up, but this was due to Oakhanger actually losing a
satellite - a whole satellite! The OC and SSM 229 CS Sig Sqn
visited the det and appeared to be happy with the way things are
working here.

REGIONAL COMMAND SUPPORT TEAM (SOUTH) (RCST(S))

oc

Lt S Archibald

The RCST(S) is based in Kandahar adjacent to, but not under
comd of the CS Sig Sqn. Preparing to pull out has been a long
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The completion of the 'Mighty 7' Challenge took place early in the
month with a 13 mile fun run - our resident ED, Sig Barrett,
finished first from the det, in front of LCpl Walton, Lt Archibald
and Sig Taylor.

NEWS FROM GERMANY - 231 SIGNAL SQUADRON

CAM P SOUTER SIGNAL DETATCHMENT
- by LCpl Manning and Sig Buist

How can one enjoy Christmas without some sort of
Christmas spectacle? The 'COMMCEN' lads led by example
entenng the Camp Souter Boxing Day 'Stars in their Eyes'
competition as "The Village People". The full 'episode' of the
performance that night is on DVD, but in summary, it could be
described as the 'Full Monty' meets 'Disco fever' in Soho. All in
attendance were of course highly amused particularly as the Tp
OC, Lt Mhango lucked out and had to come as the dodgy
American Indian. He was apparently 'out camped ' however by
Sig Buist who has been an avid fan of dodgy disco for some
time. It was a highly entertaining evening from all the acts
involved, including LCpl M annion-James who did a fine
rendition of some really wet Ronan Keating song . We also
found time to work on comms during this period . Chiefly
maintaining CIS connectivity in support of HQ BRITFOR, during a
full winterization program, whilst establishing a new Talon det and
providing ongoing sp to out dets all over Kabul. This included
direct sp to the establishment of a civilian E1 mesh in Kabul.

With everybody busy at work it has been difficult fitting in other
things ...but somehow we managed! We organised a trip to see
the Harrier jets, where we had a brief on their capabilities, a few
war stories from the pilots and the opportunity to take a few
photos along the way.

With only a few weeks left, we moved into our new accn and
despite the short length of time we will be in it, it was definitely
worth the move. Now we have water coming through the shower
heads in the block instead of up through the floor after the rain in
the tents.

The temperamental weather of Camp Bastion in full force

The Gladiators of FOB Price

process, ensuring that everyone receives the same capabilities
from the Dutch (who have taken over from us), as they did from
our det.

Maj Mark Cornell
W02(SSM) Scott M cKenzie

After a break for Christmas, the emphasis remains on supporting
the Regt whilst they are deployed on ops in Afghanistan, where
the Sqn still has in excess of 40 soldiers deployed. In barracks,
the Sqn are to be the focus for the reconstitution of the regtl eqpt
in conjunction with manpower from Elmpt Sqn. This is in order to
prepare the eqpt so that it is ready to deploy to support the
ARRC and 1 Sig Bde ex season which begins in May.
A lot of planning is going on for the year ahead for both the Regt
and Sqn with various comms exs on the horizon and of course
the much anticipated Sqn Battle camp, being organised by the
SSM and SSgt Paul Henderson, which will be demanding but
enjoyable for all of those participating. On the comms side,
Radio Tp are already preparing to support 16 Sig Regt on Ex
SWORD CHARGE early in January. All in all it looks as though
2007 will be an extremely busy but rewarding year for the Sqn.

OSCAR TP

oc
SS gt

Lt Steph Archibald
SSgt Steve Tressider

Due to the majority of the Sqn still deployed on ops, the Sqn
formed as one Tp with the main effort being the receipt and maint
· of the vehs from the Regtl Short Term Storage programme.
Sig 'Ozzy' Richards thought that it would be a good idea to
challenge the 231 Sig Sqn seniors to a football match. The
seniors turned up on the day with let us just say "a few ringers,"
and took to the friendly match like a fat kid to a cup cake. Within
the first few mins, the juniors were 2 - 0 up with goals from Sig
Richards and a penalty from Sig 'Scouse' McGee, who had
been felled by SSgt 'Chopper' Watson. The juniors had it all :
skill, fitness and speed and things looked bleak for the seniors'
side. However, the seniors did play as a team and had some
experience up their sleeves.
The term "friendly" was then exchanged for the tenm "sneaky", as
it seemed both sides decided to try and pull the wool over the
referee's eyes and commit as many fouls as possible. Led by the
OC, Maj Cornell and SSgt Watson, the 231 Seniors produced
some robust challenges against the juniors and this seemed to
somewhat deflate the younger side. From there on in it only got
worse for the junior ranks as a spirited performance from Sgt
'Steve' Lowery scoring 4 goals put the seniors 5 - 2 ahead, with
the final goal for the seniors being scored by Capt Al Higgins.
Sig Richards scored a late consolation goal for the juniors. The
final score was 6 - 3 to the seniors.
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It just goes to show that within 231 Sig Sqn there is still some life
in the 'old dogs' yet and perhaps the younger members of the
Sqn will think twice before challenging the seniors again!

the soldiers and family members, while their partners and friends
were away for Christmas. The Fate certainly ach ieved that effect.

- by LCpl Brown
EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER X -

b11

Lt Tom O'Neill

On 10 December a team of 6 skiers from 7 Sig Regt deployed on
Ex MERCU RY GLACIER X, the Corps skiing camp in Zell am See,
Austria, under Lt Tom O'Neill. With varying abilities within the
gp, from novice to experienced 'holiday skier' . it was for the
majority of the team , our first experience of ski racing, and one
that was to be enjoyed by all.
After a weekend of familiarising ourselves w ith the facilities on
offer in Zell am See, it was time for the trg to start and despite
the lack of snow in much of Austria, conditions on the glacier
were excellent, making LCpl Mark Winder's first ever outing on
snow, watched by around 50 other skiers, marginally more
comfortable. The trg took place over 3 weeks, with other teams
arriving at varying times and covered everything from the basics
of skiing to race trg for the slalom and giant slalom events - and
skiing with a slight hangover every Thursday morning.
The Regtl Team, comprising Lt Tom O'Neill, Cpl Matt
McGlown, LCpls Gav Hall and Pete Shaw put in a solid
performance during race week, being one of the only teams
comprising solely of novice racers. LCpl McGlown snatched
2nd in the Junior Giant Slalom and along with LCpl Hall secured
2 top 30 places for the team. An excellent time was had by all,
both on and off the piste.

ELMPT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Capt Yogi Cauldwell
W02(SSM) Gaz Sinclair

After a change over period preceding the Christmas break, Elmpt
Sqn saw a handover of comd team. The OC, SSM and Ops Sgt
were seen scratching their heads trying to ascertain who and
what belonged to the Sqn, what they were doing and where!
Each Sqn with the exception of 231 Sig Sqn , has a manpower
element either non deployed or recovered from the Tranche 1
deployment, all of whom have their own programme; however, we
all come together for Regtl Trg and PT. Oh, and of course we
have a fully functioning QM Dept and LAD providing their regular
services as well. Comd and control? Easy! The Regtl
Reconstitution Plan is now picking up pace and Regt Ops are
producing a cunning scheme for the testing and engineering of
eqpt and vehs, in preparation for the Regt being back in place
after POTL. Sgt McCallum , the Sqn Ops Sgt is delighted!

10th SIGNAL REGIMENT

To break up the hectic routine at 7 Sig Regt, Cpl Dave Smith
organised a trip to Bottrop indoor skiing slope, the biggest in
Europe. So, on a wet Wednesday morning in November, we left
to go skiing, except for one young sig, Sig Luke Dodd, who got
left behind (deliberately, I hasten to add!) We set of on the drive
with our skilled driver Sig Neil Cullen. With our trusty "TomTom"
showing the way, we managed to get lost only twice. After the
usual jibes at the driver, we went in to find that for ?30, everything
was paid for - this was turning out t o be a good day. After we all
had our fill of skiing, we headed bac k to camp (getting lost yet
again on t he way). All in all a good day was had by all and our
thanks to Dave Smith for organising the trip.

TRAINING WING
The Wing has continued to keep its 'foot on the gas' during the
deployment, which with our reduced manpower has taught us all
the value of multi-tasking and t ime management. After the last of
the FP troops deployed to Theatre under the watchful eyes of Sgt
Jay Allen and Sgt 'Chin' Noble, the workload only seemed to
escalate.
The CO's Friday t rg has continued as normal for the Germany
element of the Regt, with SSgt Dunes Windsor and Sgt Tiz
Tyrrell devising ever more cunn ing and devious ways to get the
troops thinking . Meanwhile, Sgt Dec Thomas has been busy
organising a management function trip to a WW2 fort in Belgium
and has just been selected from a cast of 2 to head up the Regtl
Shooting Team, and all this whilst he's dreaming about his cushy
new posting to a London ACIO. The Trg Wing have also been
involved with the implementation of JPA and have given refuge to
SSgt Andy Mitchell. He's been told that if he starts working
down in the RAO dept, he'll have to wear a green beret with a
Jimmy on it!
The next few weeks are going to be even busier for the wing with
the main effort being Normalisation Trg for troops arriving back
from theatre. Once the POTL and Easter break are out of the way,
it's going to be 'carry-on-normal-jogging' with the Regtl Battle
camp, pre-CLM courses and the Elmpt Station Cadre Course.

238 Signal Squadron and guests on Horse Guards Parade

co
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Lt Col R Quinlan
W01(RSM) M Gilbert

After a short Christmas leave, the Regt continue to push on to
ens ~ re the delivery of Project TYNDALE in the Spring, manage
the 1mm1nent expansion of 241 Sig Sqn and iron out the
complexities of merging 238 and 251 Sig Sqns, whilst maintaining
sp to UK SJC and sustaining a comprehensive IRT capability at
re_ad1ness. Meanwhile, the sporting season has fully kicked off
with the CO's Cup Rugby 7s. This was a gruelling, but fun event,
which saw some excellent rugby, interesting handling skills and
heaps of _
g ood sportsmanship. After some close games, ECM
(FP) Sqn JUSt out gunned 243 Sig Sqn and were declared the
rightful winners.

presents interesting challenges and busy months ahead. We
have had a number of changes in manning, Cpl Stu Firth has
abandoned us for 228 Sig Sqn, LCpl Marcus Kershaw has
moved to 621 EOD, a welcome move for him as he was due to
go on his 'blue light' courses but he managed to injure his ankle
and now can't go on the course for a while. Shame!
We will also lose a number of individuals to the 'outside', Cpl
Paul Clarke and LCpl Mark Etienne leave to join the Police.
Cpl Dan Tasker leaves for the London Fire Brigade, Cpl Paul
Marshall has secured himself a tasty job in IT/Comms and Sig
· John Lomas is off to be a human cannonball in the circus.

MY VIEW - by Sig Brymer
Within RHQ, we welcome back Lt Col Quinlan who recently
successfully navigated the Australia to New Zealand leg of
Mercury Challenge, and many congratulations to W01(RSM)
Gilbert and his wife Marcia on the recent arrival of their
daughter Daisy.

I recently returned to 7 Sig Regt from my op tour in Afghanistan.
While the current gp are finishing their deployment period, the
Regt is quiet, but is gradually building back up to the normal
workload.
Since my return, there has been an increase in the physical trg
my Sqn organises. With PT and organised sport during the week,
the Sqns have been kept busy. I think this is so that when the
deployed soldiers get back from ops, the Regt can hit the floor
running and get straight back into the flow of things. There have
been several new arrivals to Elmpt Sqn in the past couple of
months, mainly from Phase 2 Trg at Blandford . Everyone seems
eager for the comms eqpt from theatre to return to the Regt, so
that the new arrivals can begin the hands on trg they need to
start work towards their Class Two status.
Over the past couple of months there have been many events
organised by the different Sqns within the Regt. Before everyone
was released for Christmas leave, there was a Christmas Fete
organised for all the families. The event was set up to relax all of
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238 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Jim Sykes
W02(SSM) Jim McEwan

The Sqn has returned after a much needed Christmas break to a
new OC, Maj (Tfc) Jim Sykes, who steps across from Ops
Officer after Maj James Vosper was poached by HQ 2 (NC) Sig
Bde to be the new COS. Good luck Maj Vosper and welcome
to the new OC .

Force Protection Troops undergoing realistic training at
Senne/ager
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2007 will see an end to 238 Sig Sqn as we are due to be
amalgamated with 251 Sig Sqn in Aldershot. Although
geographical details for the Sqn are as yet undecided, the merger
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ECM(FP) Squadron - Proud winners in the CO's Cup Rugby 7's
Competition
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EXERCISE COCKNEY UTE - by Sgt Brown
We departed Chel!"ea Barracks early and headed towards
Gatwick Airport. We finally battled our way through the new
security procedures that were in pl.-ce and boarded the plane to
Detroit. Once at Detroit we had a quick leg stretch before being
loaded onto our connecting flight to Las Vegas.
Las Vegas was a one night stopover before driving down to the
Grand Canyon, however this didn't stop a few team members
from trying to become overnight millionaires. After nearly a full
day's driving and a quick stop off at the Hoover Dam, we finally
arrived at the Mather South Rim Campsite, Grand Canyon. where
we quickly set up camp and prepared for the next day's trekking.
We took on board the advice and information passed on to us
from W02 'Scouse' Evans (JSMEL). Later that evening, we had
some further trg from W02(SSM) Jim McEwan who was
determined to show us all how to safely set fire to and extinguish
the National Park Forest.

White Water Rafting was our last activity of the exped, which took
place at Hualapai River Runners, Diamond Creek. The rafting
consisted of 8-man motorised rafts, 15 miles of grade 3 - 7
rapids and about 20 miles of coasting down the Colorado River
giving us the chance to sunbathe and d~ out from the immense
soaking that we had just encountered. Finally we boarded our
waiting helicopters, which took us from the botto'.11 of the
Colorado River back up through the Canyon to Diamond Creek.
This was truly a fantastic way to end an arduous exped.
Unfortunately, after the White Water Rafting we had another full
day's driving ahead of us, but this didn't matter as we were
heading back to Las Vegas. Viva Las Vegas it certainly. was with
some of the group taking in some shows and the remainder
seeking their fortunes in the Vegas Casinos, well Hooters mainly!
Like all good things it all had to come to an end and before we
knew it we were all boarding the aircraft back to London Gatwick.

packed with entertainment from Lt Sandy Hennis, and Cpls
Claire Edwards and Louise Hodgson, who decided to cook all
us chaps 'Bangers and Mash' on an open fire.
The following days trekking included the South Kaibab Trail and
Grandview Trail which on both occasions took us from the top of
the South Rim down to the Colorado River and back up again in
the same day. The South Kaibab Trail was the most arduous and
testing trek of the exped with most of the trail in the full blazing
sun. To break up the tabbing, we took part in a spot of horse
riding through the National Kaibab Forest. A nice way to take in
some scenery and relax from the previous days slog, however by
the end of the day there were some sorry faces as the majority of
people struggled to get off their horses and walk.
After the horse riding, we were back into trekking the Canyon
again; this time the Bright Angel Trail and the Hermit's Trail. These
2 trails produced some spectacular views and a good chance to
integrate with some mule trains along the way. Cpls Jonny Neill
and Ben Fowler were like 2 mountain goats, charging their way
back up to the top. At least they got the ice creams in!
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Maj (Ton Tony Jenkins
SSgt Andy Fisher

The Sqn has had an extremely busy period and this is very likely
to continue over the coming months. The team produced work of
the highest quality when deployed at short notice to Iraq just
before the Christmas period and we' re now preparing for surge
tasks to Afghanistan, Brunei and Nepal amongst others. We
welcome Hotel Tp into the fold and move towards building the
Sqn up towards full strength in May this year. Long may the work
hard and play hard attitude continue. Hot off the press - many
congratulatjons to SSgt Fisher on his selection for promotion to
W02!

LIMA TROOP
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Lt Alex Reid
SSgt Matt Stowell

REGIMENTAL SNOWBOARDING TEAM - by SSgt Andy Fisher
Ex MERCURY GLACIER 10 was our first serious asslt on the
Corps Championships and it was a great success; we achieved
3rd place in the Team Competition. The best individual results
were:
Capt Clements - Male Novice Giant Slalom 1st
Male Novice Overall 1st
LCpl Bramall -

SSM

Maj Carl Shead MBE
W02(SSM) Tam Ewart

A very busy period again for the Sqn, starting with excellent news
that SSgt(FofS) Paul Wright was selected for W02 and Cpl
Nicki Donnelly is to be A/Sgt in April. We would like to wish a
warm welcome to our new arnvals. A big 'Hello' to SSgt Taff
Powell from 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt, Sgt 'Gaz' Smith from 2 Sig
Regt and also to Cpls Martin Campbell and Steve Purvis
fresh from their Class 1 course. A warm welcome back after a 9
month tour of JCUFI to Cpl Si Randall, he is here for a week
then goes on leave due and resettlement.

cots in Sqn lines. We were rudely awoken the next morning at
0400hrs and told to be on Montgomery Lines by 0430hrs so we
had 30 mins to pack all our things away and run the 2km to the
other camp where we were greeted by SSgt Howe for a drill
session. It was good fun and a refresher in drill, something we
quickly found we had neglected.
We then deployed to a high wire course and tested our self
confidence and physical stamina at height. Few people found
this easy but all troops enjoyed this part of the ex. We then
conducted the combat swim test in Aldershot pool which proved
no problem for anyone but increased our anxiety for the
forthcoming days. This was followed by a cheeky insertion tab
onto Longmoor trg area and we quickly established our bashas
and looked forward to a night under the stars. We had a number
of gp discussions that evening, raising all sorts of topics. Trying
to discuss rather than argue often became the most challenging
part. After breakfast the next morning, we enjoyed a round robin
of stands from mine awareness and comd tasks. Then we were
running up and down hills with jerry cans to test our physical
strength. We then went to ranges to conducted wpns trg and
zeroed our wpns. This busy day was finished with a night navex
and we finally got to bed, under canvas this time not a second
too soon.
We woke at 0500hrs the following day and prepared for our final
tab out of the area. There was an air of fear about the march, as
we all suspected there was a river crossing as a finale. Once
Capt Cliff Kamara had established which way was north, we
were at the beachhead. We were greeted by a fanfare of 'Begone
Dull Care' and saw SSgts Howe and Wedge deploy into the
river up to their knees in Service Dress ready to greet us for
EndEx. We launched into the river and although the cold was
something none of us will ever forget, we overcame the challenge
and were treated to a Sqn Christmas breakfast.

So to goodbyes and quite a few have left Wilton in the last few
months. These include W02(FofS) Mark Ebdon who has been
seconded to RHQ in Corsham to become the Regtl FofS, Cpl
Nikki Philips to Blandford on her Class 1, Cpl Kev Clark who is
going to try his hand at being a civvy and Sig Day who is posted
to Kilo Tp.

Everybody finished the ex exhausted and the fear with which we
had started it was ill founded, and we had a great time.

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

ECM (FP) SQUADRON

oc

oc

Capt Neil Clements
Sgt Scott Tomblin

Cpl Mike Spotswood, LCpl Gareth Davies and LCpl Donny
Donaldson all attended Ex BRUNO TORCH held at
Crowborough Camp in Sussex which was a rip roaring success.
The course comprised a stretcher race, several comd tasks,
various discussion gps and a couple of written appreciations, all
designed to improve the participants' leadership abilities. Most
of these nobody had ever done before (except the dreaded
stretcher race). Everybody got into the spirit of the week and
learned lots of valuable lessons. After a week of enjoyable
activities and frequenting the local nightspots, the lads returned
to base battered, bruised and in Donny's case with a broken
foot, he has always got to go one better! All that remains to be
said, is a big thank you to the admin staff, LCpl 'Cookie' Cook,
Sig Robert Crawford and Sig Mark Kelly for setting up all of
the activities devised by SSgt Matt Stowell.
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On Ex SNOWJACK 06, Capt Clements, SSgt Fisher and LCpl
Bramell went on to compete in the UK Div Championships,
where the team were placed an excellent 2nd overall. The
culmination of 5 weeks of snowboarding was reached at the
Army Championships. Although officially classed as a Novice,
Capt Clements proved good enough to compete in the Plate
Competition and SSgt Fisher qualified for the Main Competition
(Top 40 riders) for the first time. However, it was LCpl Bramell
who got the glory as the top rider in the Slope Style event and as
a result the team trophy went to the Royal Signals. Our sincere
appreciation goes to all the organisers.

oc

KILO TROOP

members of 238 on Ex COCKNEY UTE entering Arizona

Female Open Giant Slalom 1st
Female Open Dual Slalom 1st
Female Open Overall 1st

243 SIGNAL SQUADRON
241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

We all awoke early to the sound of W02 Evans mess tins
clanging together and the roaring sound of cooking stoves.
Unfortunately this didn't mean breakfast in bed , but the beginning
of 5 days arduous and testing trekking. We started off by
trekking along the South Rim Trail, starting at Pipe Creek Vista
and finishing up at Hermit's Rest. This trail gave us all the
opportunity to ease ourselves back into some long distance
trekking and a chance of taking in some breathtaking scenery at
Maricopa Point, Mohave Point and Pima Point. The evening was

Capt Gordon -

Male Open Giant Slalom 2nd
Male Open Dual Slalom 3rd
Male Open Overall 2nd
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SSM

Maj Jez Toze
SSgt Wedge

251 have had another busy period not only trg with the Technical
Response Force (TRF) on a number of exs but also developing
'character' on Regtl and Sqn Battle camps.
Sgt Ian Welsh leaves us to Civvy Street and he will be joined
shortly by LCpl Neil Allen, we wish them both all the best. Sgt
Ian McKenna leaves us to work up in sunny Glasgow, Sig
Malcolm leaves us on promotion to 22 Sig Regt and finally Sig
Wareham has chosen a new career making egg banjos with the
RLC. We also welcome Cpls Debique and Mccreadie who
have been fortunate enough to join the premier troop in the Sqn
(my 2 Tp!). We now prepare for the introduction of TYNDALE,
some brand new eqpt into the Sqn and Corps, a packed sporting
calendar and another busy trg year.

EXERCISE BASILISK WINTER TEARS 2007 - by Capt Clay
Ex BASILISK WINTER TEARS was a week long arduous
leadership ex designed to test and 'educate' all Sqn pers. We
knew to keep this week of the diary clear but only the SNCOs
and the OC knew what to expect, even Tp Comds were left
guessing. This created an element of fear in the Sqn, particularly
with the amount of pre-deployment swim trg.
The Sqn were called into work on Monday morning at 0500hrs
and the tempo for the ex was quickly established. Sqn assets
deployed to Montgomery Lines, Aldershot and began a pace-ex
in the dark, rain and in full NBC kit. We were later treated to
wpns drill by SSgt Howe who was determined to make our arms
exhausted, he succeeded! We then spent a night on our cam
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SSM

Maj J Fraser
W02 J Saunders

ECM (FP) SQUADRON TRAINING WEEK 22 - 26 JANUARY
- by Cpl Haffower
On the morning of 22 January, members of ECM (FP) Sqn
assembled at the armoury to collect wpns, prior to deploying to
Ballykinler for a week of fun on the ranges. SSgt Trev Evans
.went to the cookhouse to collect the packed lunches and as per
normal they weren't ready. After taking over the accn, which had
no heating or hot water, we then changed and headed out to the
ranges at Ballykinler Trg Centre where we would conduct the
week's trg.
The first range was Grouping and Zeroing and Application of Fire,
because most of us were being issued with a different wpn from
the last time we were on the ranges. The other range that day
was a Pistol Shoot where we completed the Pistol APWf and the
Northern Ireland Pistol Shoot. Tuesday started with a shock to
the system with a very cold PFT 2. We've not seen Sgt Max
Maxwell since - he must be still running. After a cold shower we
were out on the ranges again, this time firing the APWf.
Eventually everyone passed. In the afternoon we fired the HK
MP5K. This shoot highlighted a dead eye with this small wpn.
Sgt Matt Thomas managed a massive score of 2 out of 60
rounds. Incidentally this was his second attempt because he
missed all 60 on his first effort and blamed it on the wpn.
Wednesday we had a day off the ranges with the Sqn breaking
down into 3 gps. SSgt Wilf Williams took his group to Ballykelly
for an orienteering competition. LCpl Brett Verth dropped
some valuable points for the team by not checking into each
checkpoint correctly. Cpl Phil Smith made a fatal error and wore

107

a brand new pair of trainers, which ended up at the bottom of a
large puddle. To congratulate themselves, the team stopped off at
a KFC on the WflY back. LCpl lain Crawford managed to polish
off a family feast bucket with no help whatsoever. The other 2
groups went for a wander on the Mourne Mountains.
Thursday saw us back on the range again , this time trying out the
FIBUA competition shoot. We had to run the competition twice
so that W02(SSM) Jay Saunders could win at his own game.
Thursday night was an opportunity for the Sqn to get together for
a curry and a few drinks to welcome back some Sqn members
from op tours. Friday morning and it was time for us to head
back to Lisburn with the obligatory wpn cleaning session ahead
of us. A tough but rewarding week!

EXERCISE MERCURY CHALLENGE - DIRECTOR'S LEG
- by Gapt Kev Sturman
The start of 2007 saw 3 members of the Regt (Lt Col Richard
Quinlan, Sgt Lindsey Stewart (243 Sig Sqn) and Capt Kev
Stuman) join 9 fellow Corps members, a token 'crab' and a
token 'civvy' on Leg 6 of Ex MERCURY CHALLENGE.
Sailing from Hobart, Tasmania to Wellington, New Zealand is
commonly known as the Director's Leg and we were rightly joined
by 2 of the Mercury Challenge Project Directors; Col John
Ewbank (Regt Col) and the CO. The remainder of the crew was
a fine mix of Regular and TA soldiers with the crew split 50%
male/female; something that made for a fantastic atmosphere on
board and plenty of home baked scones and bread!
After a gruelling flight, we arrived in Hobart to be met by the after
guard, the Skipper Mr Andy Fernie JSASTC, and the CO, the
navigator, who had just spent 3 weeks downunder on holiday
with his family. We were quickly put to task preparing ourselves
and the yacht for sea, and after a few rainy days were ready for
the off.
We departed on 8 January for Nelson, New Zealand and the first
few days saw a sloppy swell reduce the entire crew Oess Skipper,
First Mate and Watch leaders) to mal de mer or to give it is more
common name, sea sickness. 'Never again' - was definitely
muttered several times!
Making approximately 100 - 120 nautical miles a day, we made
good progress and over the next 9 days were very lucky to see
dolphins, porpoises, albatrosses, seals, pilot whales and a very

dubious sighting of a sharks fin! As the crew recovered from the
jet lag, the sea sickness and adjusted into the 4 on - 4 off_watch
cycle, morale picked up and the sun duly appeared; allowing
some time to work on the all important sun tan we were expected
to go back with! Midway into the crossing the wind drop~ed .
completely. giving the crew the unexpected chance to swim with
the dolphins! Well almost. Swimming in 4km deep water, 400
nautical miles from land was an eerie experience, especially while
those on board hummed the theme tune to 'Jaws'!
The short stopover in Nelson gave the crew the chance to
experience as much of the South Island as they could. This
chance was utilised to the max, with the crew dispersing to the
four winds to partake in numerous activities including white water
rafting, wine tasting, 4 x 4 driving, walking and that favourite
female pastime, shopping!
We arrived in Wellington on 19 January 07 in high spirits, bronzed
and ready for our R&R . All we had to do was unload the whole
yacht, clean it from stern to aft and then reload for the incoming
crew. Some task but the one that was attacked with vig our with
the carrot of 3 nights in a hotel bed was on offer! The 2 days
R&R was a great time for the crew to continue to build
friendships whilst enjoying a few beers and the Wellington
nightlife; needless to say we all had a great time.
Perhaps now would be a good time to point out that anyone who
thinks that this was a holiday should have a go at a sail change
on a Challenge 67ft yacht! The size, weight and extra effort
required to operate her came as a bit of a surprise for those of us
that have only sailed little 34 footers! Nothing is achieved quickly
and raising a sail that is a 4 person lift requires tremendous
teamwork and a sense of humour!
Well our 'once in a lifetime experience' had come to an end.
Having made only one New Years resolution; to use my personal
time more productively, I could not have made a better start to
2007. This once in a lifetime opportunity had surpassed anything
that I had dreamt of.
Our thanks must go to the Project team for all the behind the
scenes work, to the Skipper and Navigator and 2 Watch leaders
(Col John and Flt Lt Marcus Wilson) for all that you taught us,
and to Lindsey, the Ships Bursar. My thanks to the remainder of
the crew: Sue Palfrey, Jo Thomas, Rachel Turvey, Julie
Moulson, Kav Astbury, 'Flakey' Smith and Abbey Parkinson
for such a great time, and in time honoured tradition, you are all
crated for appearing in The Wire !

11th SIGNAL REGIMENT
REMEMBRANCE PARADE 11 NOVEMBER 2006
- by Sig Ranson
On 11 November, 3 (Harrogate) Sqn attended a Remembrance
Day parade in the town on Swanage. As the youngest soldier in
the Sqn, I was given the honour of laying the wreath at the
memorial. The weather was very kind to us as we joined the
parade which was made up of members of the British Legion, the
Red Cross, the Air Cadets, a local pipe band and several
members of the public. We arrived at the grand and elegant St
Mary's Church where the service was to take place. It wasn't hard
to remember why we were actually there.

As I marched back to my position, the bugle began to play and
the flags were lowered. Again this gave me time to think of all
the brave men and women who have given their lives, for our
today. After the ceremony the Chairman of the Swanage British
Legion invited the whole parade back for 'Tea and Stickies '.
When we arrived at the British Legion we were fed and watered
and were not only grateful for the food but also honoured that we
were able to share in some of the veterans' experiences, which
deepened our understanding of what they went through. It was a
moving and proud day for us all at 3 Sqn.

1(0USTON)SQUADRON
After the service, we made our way to the Cenotaph monument
which commemorates all soldiers lost in conflicts and wars. I left
the Tp and walked over to join the wreath bearers. They marched
up one by one finally coming to me. I felt my heart swell. I laid the
wreath, took a step back and saluted. At this point I was thinking
of what it must have been like to have fought and died for the
country. This was especially poignant to me, as I myself, have
lost close relatives in recent conflicts.
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Maj D Cain MMM CD Royal Canadian Signals
W02(SSM) M Bell

EXERCISE STUART'S CHALLENGE - by Sig Brosnan

Ex STUART'S CHALLENGE was a sponsored 22 mile swim, the
distance of the English Channel, organised by SSgt Lucy
THE WIRE, APRIL 2007

Mason , a keen Corps Swimmer. The aim was to complete it in 4
hrs, split between 3 teams of 7 and 1 team of 2. The money
raised by the sponsorship is going to Stuart's Farm, a local
learning difficulties centre.
On Saturday 27 January, the volunteers set off on coaches for
RNAS Yeovilton. We arrived at around 1OOOhrs and after the
obligatory briefing, started the swim at around 1130hrs. My team
decided to start off with 8 lengths each, which seemed easy
enough . I am not a very strong swimmer but I managed and by
the time we had finished our first hour. we had done the distance
planned for 2 hrs. By the middle of the 2nd hour, the swimming
started to take its toll and the team was slowing drastically. With
the encouragement of SSgt Mason and Cpl Potter, we carried
on.
In the end we completed the challenge in a respectable 3 hrs 15
mins. The long swim was well worth it for a well deserving
charity and more importantly everybody enjoyed themselves and
came away with a great sense of achievement.

2(CATTERICK) SQUADRON
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Maj LO Roddy
W02(SSM) MA Tench

EXERCISE CATTERICK ASSAULT - by Capt Andy Rea
On Friday 6 February, elements of 2 Sqn deployed to Copehill
Down village to conduct Ex CATTERICK ASSAULT, a gruelling
urban ops ex. With the OS in place and the village clear for use,
trg began as soon as the soldiers arrived. After an explosive Pyro
demo, the troops moved into their accn for the night - a cold and
bleak building with no heating or electricity! Not the most ideal,
considering it was beginning to snow outside!
After an inspection on Saturday morning, the Pis began the first
phase of the exe - a round robin of stands. Under the
supervision of Cpl Sean Dinsdale, the troops completed the
urban confidence course in their Pis. All shivers were soon
forgotten as they climbed ropes, jumped out of windows, crawled
through sewers and moved across high beams, working hard
together to get to the end. Meanwhile, Capt Andy Rea was
controll ing the Molotov Cocktail Range, allowing the soldiers to
throw 'petrol bombs' from various positions. There were a few
close moments and despite being a bit singed round the edges,
Capt Rea survived!

ASSAULT was a great opportunity for all soldiers to get away
from barracks and take part in a fast moving tactical ex.
Everyone involved worked very hard and thanks go to all DS for
their efforts. Notably, SSgt Al Fraser deserves a mention for his
ability to constantly whinge for an entire weekend!

3 (HARROGATE) SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj JR Jennings
W02(SSM) Swanston

EXERCISE HARROGATE FORAGE - by Sig Pendlebury
On 19 January, 40 trainees from 3 Sqn deployed to Lulworth trg
area for a weekend survival ex. For some this was going to be
one of the most memorable weekends of their Army career to
date and for others it was going to be a chance to play Rambo
and show the Sqn Trg Staff exactly what they were made of.
We learned new skills throughout Saturday, such as water
collection, fire making techniques, wpns used by UKSF and food
preparation lessons including gutting a deer, fish, rabbits and a
pheasant. Cpl Clegg demonstrated the versatility of rabbits by
putting his hand inside the dead rabbit to show that it can be
used as a puppet when the insides have been removed! The
different sects set off on their merry ways to try and find the
stands located around the trg area. I was in 2 Sect and we were
under the command of Sig Fletcher. It was his job to ensure we
were in the right place at the right time.
We started off with the traps stand, then swiftly moved on to the
navigation stand, both stands were run by 18 (UKSF) Sig Regt
soldiers and were excellent. The knowledge that they passed
down would give someone in a great advantage should they ever
find themselves in a compromising situation.
The sects then went down to the beach for the final lessons of
the day. Luckily for us, we were the first sect to be taught "beach
cooking" by W01 Brown (who has to be the keenest and
greenest soldier in the Army!) and were rewarded with some very
tasty fish and seafood cooked on an open fire.

The whole day culminated in a night Navex around the trg area.
This was the funniest event of the weekend as Sig 'Lurch'
Moore, who is 6ft Sin, found himself standing in ?ft of marshy
water. To add even more humour to the event, he was closely
followed into the marsh by W02(SSM) Swanston, who has
fewer days in the Army to serve than I have months left at
For the rest of the day wee were taught the basics of r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- -- - - -- - - -- --.
building clearance with practices being carried out
under their Sect and Pl comds - the Phase 3 upgraders. This was all under the watchful eye of
FI BUA instructors, SSgt 'Red' Davis and Cpl
Jamie Ranson. Later that evening, we moved
tactically to a patrol base, where we were to
maintain sentry patrols as well as gettir>g some rest they hoped!
The latter was not to happen as Cpl 'Craggy'
Cragg and his gang of enemy launched attack after
attack at the base. Reece patrols were then
launched by the friendly forces and some sleep was
finally snatched around 0330hrs! Early the next
morning, the troops began to prepare for the counter
attack. Each Pl carried out clearances of 4 houses
before re-grouping to be launched down the street in
a coy attack. On H-Hour, the Pis moved under
covering fire, into their asslt street. 1 Pl were initially
the faster on the left hand side of the road, but soon
2 Pl on the right re-gained momentum and caught
up. There was fire, smoke, shooting, trip flares and
lots of shouting! Eventually, all buildings were
cleared and some very tired soldiers crawled out of
the final building, hoarse and muddy, but with smiles
on their faces having won the battle! Ex CATTERICK

...
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Ex HARROGATE FORAGE - Cpl Backhouse instructing on water collect1on
techniques
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Blandford. All the trainees braved the unforgiving weather of the
south coast and met tr.e agents as instructed and thoroughly
enjoyed the stands lard out during the day. Finally, a big thank
you to Cpl Marriot, tile instructors from Hereford and the rest of
the Trg St~ff for a most memorable and .:injoyable weekend.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER 10 - CORPS SNOW
BOARDING CAMP - by Capt Kerry Cochran
Three novices and 4 experienced snow boarders from 11 Sig
Regt, led by Capt Sarah Clifford, set out for a welcome break
from trg at Blandford to the Corps Snow Boarding Camp in Zell
am See, Austria. The first week saw us getting expert instruction
from Ripstar and their team of Dutch instructors.
The novices, Capts Sarah Clifford and Kerry Cochran and
Cpl Martin Potter, initially spent considerable effort trying to
stay upright, protecting their coccyxes after the numerous falls
and attempts to turn. By the end of the first week, it was a
different story. We could all turn and had even progressed to
having a go at freestyle and border cross (a very bumpy course
for the uninitiated!}. Cpl Potter took to the sport more naturally
than the other 2; who not only hurt their coccyxes but their pride
too!

place trophies in the female novice competition. The most
rewarding prizes were the woolly hats awarded for endeavour to
Capts Cochran and Clifford.
The star of the show had to be Cpl McCluskey who finished
16th overall; qualifying for the Corps team. Unfortunately he had
to return to Blandford for his Class 1 exams instead of benefiting
from another 3 weeks on snow! Everyone progressed with their
snow boarding immensely over the 2 weeks and hopefully next
year, individuals will be able to progress to the Div Champs.

WOMENS CORPS FOOTBALL - by Sig Bailey
During my Phase 2 trg, the opportunity arose to play for the
Corps Ladies Football team. Along with Sig Grinter, Sig
Turnbull, Sig Rodway and Sig Drummond, I drove to Bulford
Camp where we were to meet the rest of the team for our first trg
session.
Our first game was going to be against the Army Medical Corps,
so we trained to improve our football skills and drills and got
prepared for the game. As the game got closer, the butterflies
started to kick in. The game began quite well and we went
ahead, but at the full time whistle it was a slightly disappointing 3
- 3. For the 11 Sig Regt soldiers it will be a game to remember
as the goals scored were a 30ft lob by Sig Rodway,
with the remaining 2 goals scored by Sig Turnbull.
The next time the team met for trg was to prepare
us for the match against the RLC. Everyone knew
that this was going to be a hard match, as they are
the best in the Army. We started trg but nobody
could keep on their feet, as the pitches were
flooded. It turned out to be great fun and turned into
a competition to see who could slide tackle the
furthest. During the trg the night before the match,
the goalkeeper managed to break her thumb and
Sig Kidd broke her toe and so had to sit out of trg,
but she was determined to play the match the next
day.
When we finally turned up at Deepcut Barracks after
a few navigational errors, we had about 15 mins
until kick-off. We always expected it to be a hard
match and try to keep our heads up throughout; so
the plan was to simply defend. Unfortunately that
plan didn't work too well and by the end of the
match we had conceded 14 goals and scored 0.
During the game, Sig Grinter decided to head the
ball for the first time ever, but missed the ball and
head-butted another player. Within seconds a golf
ball appeared on her head, which the rest of the
team found really funny. We may have been beaten
14 - 0, but everyone is looking forward to the next
match against the AAC, where we might have a few
more players and be able to score a goal.

The team at the end of race week

Meanwhile the experienced riders, Cpls Stu McCluskey, Rob
Jenner and 'Guigsy' McGuigan and Sig Scotting were being
pushed hard by their instructors, building on their techniques and
race style ready for the following race week. Cpl Rob Jenner
and Sig Scotting were the 11 Sig Regt stars and started in the
top group. It later emerged Scotty had been sponsored by
Burton (a top snow boarding labeQ aged 12 as he was 'well
gnarly'.
The second week was race week and brought out nerves across
the team, especially the novices who decided the aim was "to
survive" . During race week all riders competed in qualifying
heats, grand slalom and dual slalom and raced for the top slot in
their category. There was very healthy competition against the
other units but even more so from within the team as Rob,
Guigsy and Scotty were placed against each other and it
succeeded in focussing them . Capt Cochran won three 3rd
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to Cpl or Sgt must complete all of their relevant promotion
courses before they can be substantiated in their new rank and
must also be deemed competent in all assessed areas to qualify
for further promotion.

of the students. Loading onto the LMC is by application to MCM
Div, Annex J to SOinC (A) PD 6 rs to be submitted through the
unit chain of command. The first LMC will run in September this
year.

Secondly, the Operational Training Objectives have been updated
to include Basic Close Combat Skills, a new approach that is to
become a prime focus of every mil trg establishment and unit trg
team in the very near future.

The CLM & FCC are a vital part of the development of both
Junior and Senior NCOs, but students still arrive for courses
inadequately equipped and under-prepared.

Now renamed the Junior or Senior Command, Leadership,
Management and Field Command Course (CLM & FCC), the
content now reflects the current op role that both Junior and
Senior NCOs in the Corps are being asked to perform and will
provide all who attend with a firm foundation in low level tactics
sound preparation for future op deployments. A Lower Medical'
Category (LMC) course has also been designed to enable NCOs
that are deemed to be long term medically downgraded to
complete their promotion trg.
The MC course will cover the same objectives as the standard
course with delivery methods tailored to the physical capabilities

Units have now been issued with a DVD and notes on pre-course
trg which give an insight into the structure of the courses and
advice on the physical and mental preparation required to enable
the student to hit the ground running on day one.
The first CLM & FCC took place in January this year and proved
to be a great success - all NCOs completing the courses
achieved the 'Competent' grade. Students and staff were all
pleased with a 100% pass rate, which is actually a fairly
infrequent achievement and an excellent start to the new regime.

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(ELECTRONIC WARFARE)
co
RSM

Lt Col SJ Vickery
W01(RSM) DR Taylor

LANCE CORPORAL KINNON RAGNI
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LCpl Kinnon Ragni was born on 12 July
1977 and joined the Royal Corps of
Signals in June 1996 as an Electrician.
He served initially in Germany at Herford
and Krefeld before being posted to 14 Sig
Regt in May 2004 on promotion to LCpl.
During his career he saw active service in
the Balkans and Iraq and had recently
volunteered for a forthcoming tour in
Afghanistan.
Sadly on the night of 22 November 2006
he was killed in Haverfordwest. His CO,
Lt Col Vickery, said: "The Regiment is
LCpl Kinnon Ragni
deeply saddened to by the death of LCpl
Kinnon Ragni. A talented electrician,
LCpl Ragni was a fine soldier, a charismatic individual and an
avid Celtic Football Club supporter. A popular soldier, he was a
friend to many in the Regiment." A charity football match in his
memory was held in January 2007 between the Regtl football
team and Haverfordwest FC, which raised a significant amount of
money.

Maj DJ Williams
W02(SSM) WT Morrsion

LCPL KINNON RAGNI MEMORIAL FOOTBALL MATCH
14 SIG REGT VS HAVERFORDWEST COUNTY F.C. TUESDAY 23 JANUARY
A memorial football match between 14 Sig Regt and
Haverfordwest County F.C was seen as the perfect way to
remember LCpl Kinnon Ragni. He was himself a huge football
fan who supported Celtic. The event itself was organised by
W01 (VofS) Dell Goodenough who put his all into providing a
great night.
Once the team had been picked by SSgt John Manley and Sgt
Col Steers it was time for the team to meet down at the
'Meadow', Haverfordwest County football ground. After some
delays, i.e. Sig Adam Blackbum missing the bus and SSgt
John Manley forgetting his boots, the team was kitted up and
ready to go.
Before the game started the famous football anthem 'You will
never walk alone' was played over the speaker system in tribute
to Kinnon , which was followed by a minute's silence. The crowd
was excellent; the largest crowd Haverfordwest have had all

4 (MILITARY TRAINING) SQUADRON
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Maj MW Ruddock R IRISH
W02(PM) G Rowan SCOTS

NCO TRAINING TROOP
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W01 TJ Ward

CHANGES TO COMMAND, LEADERSHIP AND
MANAGEMENT TRAINING
As of January 2007, 4 (Mil Trg) Sqn's delivery of JCLM and SCLM
courses to the Corps changed substantially. The reasons for this
are twofold. Firstly, SOinC (A) PD 6 Promotion - Soldiers, has
been amended to mandate that all NCOs selected for promotion
THE WIRE, APRIL 2007

Haverfordwest FC and 14 Sig Regt line up before the game

THE WIRE, APRIL 2007

111

season, in excess of 800. The game kicked off with the
commentator giving Sig Joe Walford some stick as he was the
third choice keeper. The referee decided that nobody would be
sent off as it was a frie~clly fixture so Sgt Col Steers was only
'sin binned ' after a very !~te tackle on Haverfordwest's Adam
Raymond. He was ther1 not allowed back on the pitc h till after
half time.
Playing with a strong back 4 and 5 in the middle, it was up to
LCpl Lee Sykes to run around up front on his own, not seeing
the ball most of the f irst half. The first half ended 3 - 0 in
Haverfordwest's favour. After a strong talk at half time from Cpl
Andy Hill, the boys were revved up and ready to go, thinking
they still had half a chance. Substitutes came on 10 mins in to
the second half, which included LCpl Gaz Shaws and LCpl
Eddie Green replacing Cpl Lee Molyneux and LCpl Mark
Johns, who was in danger of been cautioned for a reverse
scissor tackle. With 5 minutes to go it was 5 - 0 with us still
putting up a good fight. Then out of the blue we had our first
corner of the game, Cpl Andy Hill scored with a bullet of a
header and the crowd went nuts. The game ended 5 - 1. The
team, Regt and the community of Haverfordwest can't wait for
the same game next year. It was enjoyed by all and it meant a
great deal to all who took part and also to anyone and everyone
that knew LCpl Ragni . His brother Levin, who was in the crowd,
congratulated the whole team and said his brother would have
been very proud.

EXERCISE DRAGONS CHILL - BCU 2 STAR KAYAKING
COURSE - by Cpl Polland

In October I asked around HQ Sqn to see if there were any
volunteers to spend a week kayaking in Snowdonia, in January!
was soon wondering why I wasn't getting many returns. Finally in
the week before the ex, 8 (brave) members of HQ Sqn had
volunteered to attend the British Canoe Union 2 Star Course in
Capel Curig from the 22 - 26 January. It finally dawned on all of
us that we had lost the plot canoeing in January, when on the
route up to Capel Curig, it started to snow.
Fortunately the following morning we were issued our kit which
comforted us slightly, thermal tops, wetsuits, dry cags, buoyancy
aids etc. etc. This however did not last too long , within 30 secs of
getting on the water, 2Lt Jamie Innes was showing us his
submarine impressions as he delicately fli pped the wrong way up.
By the end of the fi rst day all of us had received a bit of a soaking
as an unnamed person attempted to run up and down the rafted
canoes scuttling several of the smaller ones as he went!
Throughout the week the course progressed well and the 2 most
inexperienced paddlers had now mastered the art of going in a
straight line and staying upright. The weather had actually been
cold but bearable throughout the week until Friday, when it
decided to rain. During the final couple of days people were
showing off their skills carrying out Eskimo
rolls (although not too often, due to the
freezing water temperature). Most of the
course achieved the standard for their 2 Star
certificates and are looking forward to
progressing, hopefully in the summer next
time.

part were 13 NATO countries, which tested for the first time joint
intelligence procedures combining land, maritime, airborne, space
and SF assets.
During the ex period, Romeo Tp proved their worth as an
essential ground based int asset and performed their role with
utmost gusto and vigour. The contribution that the Tp made to
the ex was widely respected by the participating nations and this
led to NATO fully recognising the impact we can make on the
battlefield in future ops and exs.
For the duration of the ex, elements of the Tp were tasked with
worki ng at NATO HQ in order to provide a UK input in the Int Cell.
Those pers were W02(Supvr R) Shane Campbell , SSgt Andy
Davies and Cpl Mark Davis. Although working relentlessly to
keep the int ship steered in the right direction, they still managed
time to sample the delights of Greece's largest university town,
Larissa.
Some members of the Tp nearly didn't make it over there, after
LCpl Dave Puttnam decided to try and break the C-130 by
setting of the warning alarm by leaning on the door. Even the
return flight was eventful as the chain securing Cpl Jim
Mooney's veh snagged, resulting in a split fuel line and 40 litres
of diesel on the floor at 20,000 ft!
Reports suggesting that this ex was going to be a jolly were
proven wrong from the start with very early starts and late
finishes. However, this was made up with the complimentary
drinks that were provided with each evening meal.
As we were deployed during Armistice Day, the Tp organised a
Joint Nation Remembrance Sunday Parade, which was
conducted with the nations of Canada, Poland, Australia and
America.
During one of the few stand down days, a few Tp members
managed to visit Olympia, birthplace of the ancient Olympics. On
another occasion a few of us were invited on board a Greek naval
vessel. After some fantastic briefings from the crew the Naval
Commander of the Fleet then treated us to lunch, a large fish
meze.
The closing ceremony for the ex ended with all the participating
nations getting together for a large party. Plaques were awarded
to all units with SSgt(Supvr R) Jim Hobson receiving the
biggest ovation after collecting for the UK. The night was
rounded off with a dance off between the UK and the Czechs. It
is a great pity to say that the UK came second!
The Tp bade farewell during the ex to a couple of long serving
members. Cpl Ryan Miller is detached to the RM for the next
couple of years and LCpl Dave Puttnam is off to the 'Brandy
Island', Cyprus. We wish them well in their future employments.
Also, a special thank you is extended to SSgt(Supvr R) Adrian

SSM

EXERCISE SPARTAN HAMMER GREECE NOVEMBER 2006
- by Cpl Miller and LCpl Washbrook
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Over the past 4 months elements of the Regt , ably lead by 226
Sig Sqn, have been trg hard in preparation for a distinctly non- EW
task to provide ICS sp in the Kabul area. Tp pers have had a
tight schedule, learning new trade skills on eqpt not normally
associated with our customary role and conducting extensive
military/leadership trg in Sennybridge and Dundee following Regtl
lessons learnt from Op HERRICK IV in 2006.
After a well deserved Christmas break the Tp officially formed on
the 15 January 07 under the guidance of new Tp Comd, Capt
Chris Hill, and set about putting the final pieces of the
deployment jigsaw together.
The main body will deploy to provide ICS sp at 2 locations in
Kabul HQ COMBRITFOR (Camp SOUTER) lead by S5gt Nick
Lean and HQ ISAF lead by Sgt Gaz Lawson and his small
team. There will be a number of smaller Dets to support
including Kabul International Airport, initially manned by LCpl
Sean Greener and the British Embassy, no shortage of
volunteers for this job.
Kilo Tp are currently chomping at the bit and generally bugging
the Sqn YofS for deployment dates in order to get out on task.
They will deploy early February to takeover from elements of 229
Sig Sqn, good luck to you all.

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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EX DRAGON'S DEFENCE - by Sig 'Ginge ' Kearney

Ex DRAGON'S DEFENCE was a 2 day ex; the aim was that the
Regt would learn how to defend locations in situations similar to
those we may encounter in Afghanistan. I was keen to go on
this ex because it would give me and the rest of 237 Sig Sqn a
good idea of what to expect when we deploy on Op HERRICK 7
later on this year.
237 Sig Sqn was given the task of building a sangar big enough
to hold 2 GPMG positions and be able to cover a 180 degree arc
of fire. Eight of us were told to go and build the sangar on the
airfield. We all decided that we were not going to stop until we
were all happy that it would be a sangar you could stand in and
be shot at for real. But 6 hours and 700 sandbags later that is
exactly what we had.

When it came to the learning phase it was a Regtl 'round robin '
and each Sqn had 1 hr to give lessons and practise key skills at
each stand. 245 Sig Sqn defended a pl house, 226 Sig Sqn
gave excellent lessons on how to overcome certain obstacles in
the battlefield. Finally, HQ Sqn had dug a trench to Stage 3 and
we all admired it for an hour! On our sangar lesson we gave
situations as to what could happen while on sentry on ops.

Maj C Crowther
W02{SSM) I Conlan

Between 3 - 30 November 06, Romeo Tp
took part 1n Ex SPARTAN HAMMER 06, the
largest NATO led EW ex in history. Taking

KILO TP READY FOR DEPLOYMENT

It was a lot of hard work but Sgt Tim Wargen kept us all going.
We were all joking about how sorry we were for the sappers and
the Inf having to do this all the time! A few SNCOs who have
been to Afghanistan before commented that they couldn't believe
that the sangar was built by sigs, but personally I didn't find that
any laughing matter! The OC turned up just as we'd nearly
fin ished - typical!

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc

'Miffy' Smith for lending his expertise during the ex. Last, but
by no means least, a huge thanks to SSgt Taff Baynham for
keeping the rear party afloat in our absence.

Romeo Troop posing with an enemy GBAD System
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From how to react if a civilian brings some sort of ordnance to
the camp and what to do if a suicide bomber is heading towards
you. One scenario involved Cpl 'Fitz' Fitzpatrick disguised as
a female suicide bomber dressed in a blue burqa that her
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husband had brought back from HERRICK 5! I think all of this
really helped our Regt realise how quickly a boring stint on stag
might change. But I think the most important thing I learnt on Ex
DRAGON'S DEFENCE was a saying which is widely used
throughout the army - 'Absence or the normal, Presence of the
Abnormal '. And to me that just summarises everything that you
should be concentrating on while living and working in
Afghanistan or Iraq.

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

M aj SG Scott
W02(SSM} AP M inorczyk

DETACHMENT TO JOINT COMMUNICATIONS UNIT
FALKLAND ISLANDS (JCUFI} - by Sig Holmes

While on a 6-month detachment to JCUFI from May-November
06, I was employed as a crash out det comd within TAC Tp
(formerly RADCON) in support of the islands air crash and major
accident plan. This involved my FFR (bulging under the amount of
kit crammed inside) being fully packed on 15 mins notice to move
at all times.

As well as this role, it was also our responsibility to provide
comms sp for the numerous and varied assets on the island,
ranging from the Inf to the fast jet capability and more. On top of
this was teaching all new arrivals to the Island basic comms
skills. Never did a week go by with nothing to do!
However, it was not all work and no play. To complement the first
class gym and recreational eqpt, ranging from golf simulator to
bowling alley, there were also more bars than you can sensibly
visit in one tour (I think I made my way round about 10 of them!)
If getting out and about was your thing, you could also take trips
to the battlefields and take tours of the famous sites such as
Mount Longden and Goose Green. Only when you see the
ground can you appreciate the hard graft those guys had to put
in to retake the islands. You could also sample the food and drink
of the capital, Stanley where the only draft beer is German!
All in all this was a highly enjoyable 6 months and to anyone
thinking of doing a tour there I highly recommend it

EXERCISE KUSH DRAGON - 12 BOE MRX PRE - OP
HERRICK 6 - by Cpl Rhys Davies RAF

In preparation for the 245 Sig Sqn deployment to Afghanistan
. with 12 (Mech) Bde, members of the LEWT 4 team and their
attached RAF linguist were part of an insertion by CH-47 to
Caerwent with B Coy 1 R Anglian. We deployed into the 'Afghan '
village to provide EW sp to B Coy whilst the Coy Comd attended
Ashura with the village elders. The meeting went without a hitch
and soon we were back in the relative safety of the district centre,
our base of ops. Before long, things soon turned sour and we
were under attack at the base. LEWT 4 continued to provide the
coy ops team with accurate int, warning off numerous mortar,
rocket and RPG attacks. We soon had to withdraw back to
'Camp Bastion' and flew out by Chinook.
With no rest for the wicked, we were soon tasked with providing
the same EW int for 3 Coy, Gren Gds at Imber village. This base
was based in the 'Sangin area' and had become a hotbed of
enemy activity. The Coy was to carry out a bridge building op
and required the uses of the LEWT. With such a small op, LCpl
Wayne Burningham and the linguist, Cpl Rhys Davies were
deployed by Lynx into a hastily secured landing site. The op was
carried out with success, but as soon as all units were back in
Imber, the base came under sustained attack. A tense night was
had by all and in the morning a great sigh of relief was heard
when the ex was called to an end. LEWT 4 had carried out two
ops with great enthusiasm and shown to the Coy Comds exactly
how useful an asset EW is.
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·n 4th resulting in both being chosen to represent the Corps at

~he Inter-Corps Cross Country Championships. The male team

REGIMENTAL CROSS COUNTRY TEAM
Having recently spent a week of continuous trg on KESWICK
RUNNER, the Regtl Cross Country Team left the Lake District
figt:ting fit, albeit with a few tired legs, and in high spirits ahead of
the Corps Championships.
The Championships, held at Blandford, provided some stiff
competition with a good turnout from the Corps, including entries
from 18 (UKSF) Sig Regt and 216 Sig Sqn. Despite this, it
appeared that the rest of the competition were naturally worried
at the prospect of 14 Sig Regt winning the event - so much so
that the fire alarm kept mysteriously going off in the accn the
night before the event! The fem ale team of Sigs Josie Tuppen
and Kate Delauro, LCpls Amanda Gisby and Danni Gloyn
refused to let the lack of sleep affect them and they gave an
outstanding performance to win the main event with notable
performances from Sig Tuppen with 2nd and Sig Kate Delauro

d'dn't quite match the result of the girls but thanks to special
p~rformances from LCpl Chep C~epk~o.ny "."ith a 2nd , Cpl
Will Lambeth in 13th and Lt David Phllhps 1n 21st, the team
managed to squeeze into 5th place overall. As with the girls, 2 of
the team, LCpl Chepkwony and Cpl Lambeth were selected to
run at the Inter-Corps Championships.
Following on from the Corps Championships, the team had
qualified for the Army finals! A 6 mile course o~er the trg grounds
of The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst provided yet another
test for the team and although the individual results are unknown
at the time of writing, the female team is to be congratulated on a
team position of 3rd! Well done to all involved especially to
another excellent performance by Sig Tuppen who came just
outside the top 10 and LCpl Chepkwony, who came an
impressive 2nd.

Lt Col Mark Baines OBE

RSM

W01 (RSM) Jase Goldsworthy

After an extremely successful op tour in Afghanistan, the Regt is
now switching its focus to reconstitution. Although op
commitments are our top priority and we have continued to give
full sp to members of the Regt still deployed, development of mil
skills and unit cohesion have been the focus at home.
There has also been a lot of sporting activity in which teams and
individuals from the Regt have excelled in competitions as
diverse as angling and snowboarding. Ex SWORD CHARGE saw
the Regt battling both the enemy and the elements demonstrating
that an op tour has certainly done nothing to blunt the unit's teeth
when it comes to mil skills. The experiences of Afghanistan have
helped form an even more coherent and robust unit.

with his American replacement soon made short work of all the
faults that seemed to build up and kept things running smoothly.
As kit gets broken and abused new eqpt has to be installed and
Sig McClarence, LCpl Williams, LCpl Stephenson and Sgt
King took great pleasure in ripping out the old DPs.

Sgt King ordered new Gerbers for all of Line Sect and with his
shiny new tool, he promptly proceeded to stab himself in the leg.
A wound not deep enough or bad enough to warrant stitches but
it did bring about great amusement to everyone at Line Sect with
jokes flying reference a purple heart for injuries sustained in the
line of duty.

As a significant number of the Regt were still deployed when the
last issue of The Wire was published, here is a look at how we
finished our commitment to ISAF IX.

LINE SECTION HQ ISAF
Along with all the usual work that comes with' being a line sect on
ops, some of the major tasks undertaken have tested the lads'
ability to keep warm, especially in the new CJOC.
Even with all the projects currently in progress, as the bad
weather came in, so did the faults . However, Sig Branchette

LCpl Muhl showed his true grit and determination as he and
the other ICN team members remaining at HQ ISAF over the
festive period lost gallantly in a snowball fight to around 20
locally employed workers. On Christmas Eve, LCpl 'Elvis'
Haigh was the centre of attention as he did his rendition of
Elvis Presley's "Burning Love" in the ISAF "Stars in Their
Eyes" competition and gained favour with a German Col who
is now his biggest fan .

Flying the flag - RCST East at the HLS in Bagram. Cpl Booth, Lt Oldridge,
Working alongside colleagues from other nations at Camp
SSgt Maguire, Cpl Foulkes, LCpl Wilkinson and Sig Pounder
Warehouse has been an extremely memorable experience for
the pers of RCST Central. They have had the pleasure of
difference to some of the Afghans living in Mazar-a-Sharif. The
working with our compatriots from many other countries including
town's orphanage is home to 130 'lost' children, 57 of whom live
Germany, France, Portugal and Croatia to name but a few. Under
there permanent ly, sharing 23 beds. The remaining 83 have no
the comd of SSgt Kama, who spoke both French and German,
option but to live rough and largely fend for themselves. With no
any problems they had could be quickly sorted out. Being a
access to fresh water, heating, toilets or kitchens their everyday
relatively small det they have had to fend for themselves on many
life is a harsh heartbreaking reality to all who have witnessed it.
occasions, and have made a lot of friends amongst the many
nations that they have worked with. I am sure all the guys will
RCST (N} decided to host a half marathon to raise money for the
miss Camp Warehouse and in turn I am sure Camp Warehouse
children. The race was dedicated to the strength and courage
will miss them.
shown by the children and was an attempt for the service pers in
the town to bring a little sunshine into their lives. The race was a
Cpl Bewick and Cpl Lyle are keeping the BME running on the
great success and a massive thank you must be said to all of
tech side, whilst recently promoted LCpl Southgate has done a
those that gave their time and hard work to sp the event. RCST
sound job on the IS side. Looking after the TSGT has been Cpl
(N) raised ?2000 and $153, which was used to buy in much
Andrews and Cpl Scott with help from LCpl Bowe, Sig Cargill
needed eqpt and toys for the children at the orphanage. This
and Sig Dunn, who was attached to them from 628 Sig Tp.
was delivered personally to the orphanage.

With the UK commitment to RCST East coming to an end, the
handover of responsibilities to the US 82nd AB is in full swing .
Sig Pounder has been more than earning his money as the only
IS Eng with the Det; busy showing the Americans how to
continue the excellent work he has been doing so far. Cpl
Foulkes and LCpl Wilkinson, working out of their field for the
past 4 months, have more than stepped up to the mark and it will
be a tall order for the 82nd AB to continue to provide the quality
of service they have been providing.

The SSG rotation and current relief in place of pers ran along as
smoothly as could be facilitated due to the difference of numbers
incoming on ISAF X. Maj Allison-Green returned to Elmpt
Station to resume command of 230 Sig Sqn along with
W02(SSM) Walledge to ensure the safe influx of returning
soldiers in good order.

All SSG personnel have done a sterling job in maintaining mission
critical comms during a difficult period, which has seen the
completion of their mission in Kabul and eventual reconstitution
back to Javelin Barracks, Elmpt.

Having managed to break the world records for the most flat
tyres in a fortnight and the land speed record to KAIA airport,
things started to slow down at ICN around Christmas, due to
the fact that most of HQ ISAF was on lockdown.

REGIONAL COMMAND SUPPORT TEAM (EAST) - BAGRAM
AIR FORCE BASE

ISAF IX SIGNALS SUPPORT GROUP (SSG) HQ ISAF KABUL

Despite the fact that the second roulement are coming close to
the end of ops, the troops continue to strive to maintain the
comms network as best they can , which is vitally important to the
ISAF mission.

ISAF COMMAND NETWORK HQ ISAF

REGIONAL COMMAND SUPPORT TEAM (CENTRAL) CAMP WAREHOUSE

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
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forward to that pre-POTL PFT and a bit of well deserved
downtime with family and friends.

As well as providing general sp for this end of the ISAF network,
data migration, network extensions and numerous other issues
have also had to be taken care of.
The HQ JSAF staff of 16 Sig Regt with some of the multinational
contingent at HQ ISAF in Kabul"

COMMS DESK HQ ISAF
New faces are turning up in a steady flow to take the places of
230 Sqn staff, some of whom have been in theatre since
September. The challenges of making the handover/takeover as
smooth as possible proved difficult. Duty rumour has it that the
entire comms sect will be made up of Italians, with possibly one
or two exceptions. This should make for an interesting handover
consisting of a lot of hand waving and hour long cappuccinos in
the bar. The Comms Desk team consisting of Sgt Fincham, Cpl
Worthington , LCpls Gallon , Chan, Levitt and Jolley and Sig
Bartram have had a busy and eventful tour and are now looking

It's not all hard work though. The Det managed to get out on the
ranges with the Germans fi ring everything from HK G36s to M16
203 grenade launchers. They even competed in a German
marksmanship competition with Sig Pounder winning the Gold
Shooting Award. There is also the infamous 'Taliban Tavern' (If
you want the T-shirt see Cpl Foulkes) where soldiers from all
ranks and all coalition countries can find occasional refuge from
the little America that is Bagram Airbase over a beer or two.

REGIONAL COMMAND SUPPORT TEAM (NORTH) MAZAR-E-SHARIF
On top of their regular duties, the pers at RCST North took it
upon themselves to do something that would really make a
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16 SIGNAL REGIMENT GERMANY
Here is a look at some of the events that 16 Sig Regt pers in
Germany have been up to recently.

EXERCISE SWORD CHARGE
· As the Regt returns from Afghanistan, Ex SWORD CHARGE was
aimed at improving various mil skills as part of the reconstitution
programme. The ex was a great success with the added
excitement of the extreme weather conditions that wreaked
havoc on Haltern trg area, turning it into something akin to a
scene from the movie "Twister".
After a considerable amount of careful planning and many hours
of hard labour by the LAD, the vehs were ready to start the
journey north to Haltern. Upon arrival, the Trg Wg staff were
already in place to supervise several activities designed to test
the mil skills of the unit. Stands included CBRN, BCD and sect
attacks. However with the high winds soon arriving, trees began
falling all around requiring the LAD to clear a path between the
stands. Those left behind at Jave in Barracks didn't escape
Mother Nature's wrath either, with a number of large trees falling
around camp with some damaging accn.

STORM TROOPERS - by Sig Griffiths
Upon arrival we were split up into sects and were ready to begin
the day's events. The first rotation for my sect was the range
package, but the weather was so extreme that shooting well was
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Sig Fox and Cpl Drummond excelled by finishing 2nd
and 3rd respectively in the female competition which
earned them deserved selection for the Corps team to
compete in the Army Championship. Sig Fox performed
well enough there to be chosen to represent the Army.

VOLLEYBALL
Javelin Barracks was the venue for this year's BA(G)
volleyball championships. Although the championships
weren't quite as bronzed or as glamorous as the
competitions held on Bandai Beach, down under, the
games were never the less hotly contested.
Both female and male teams representing 16 Sig Regt
performed well with the male 'A' team finishing a creditable
3rd place and qualifying for the Army championship to be
held in the UK this April. The female 'A' team successfully
weri one further securing 2nd place in the competition and
bot 'A' and 'B' teams coached by SSgt Herbert have
won a place in the Army championships.

On Edge - Cpl Drummond of 16 Sig Regt in action

Fighting the Elements - 255 Sqn battle the weather as well as the enemy on Ex SWORD CHARGE
extremely difficult. Despite the conditions, Cpl Norton managed
some excellent shooting to win the overall top shot trophy,
something that he proceeded to remind us of at every
opportunity.
Throughout the day we went through several stands covering
CBRN, First Aid and ambush drills. We then came to the sect
attack stand, which was going well until due to a breakdown of
communication, myself and LCpl Howland decided to undertake
our own flanking manoeuvre within the sect. We were promptly
killed off by the OS, who were not that impressed.
As the day progressed, the weather slowly deteriorated with
Germany experiencing some of the worst conditions for years.
Trees were falling all over the trg area and the night NavEx proved
to be very challenging. Overall the ex went well and was just what
was needed to get us back into some routine trg after
Afghanistan.

BIATHLON
Three months of trg and competing at one of the most physically
gruelling sports around in 4 different countries has turned 16 Sig
Regt biathlon team into fighting fit athletes. With most of the
team starting from scratch, a lot of hard work had to be put in to
get up to competition standard. The final team comprised of 2Lt
Roach, SSgt Pavier, Sgt Blears, Sig Chapman, Sig Leonard
and Sig Tate.
It started with a demanding and soul searching trg camp in
Norway, concentrating on building up base fitness and grasping
the technical side of Nordic skiing, waxing and an introduction to
SSgt Pavier's idea of a nutritious and balanced diet. Then the
team went on to concentrate on combination trg in Ramsau am
Dachstein, Austria commencing with the dual sport aspect of
biathlon, the shooting for the forthcoming competitions. The team
qualified extremely well at the Div Championships in Les
Contamines, France against 34 other Germany based Regts for a
place in the Army and National Championships held in
Rupholding, Germany. Here lack of snow made for difficult racing
conditions, but the local sk.i staff pulled out all the stops providing
enough snow for every challenging race including the 30km patrol
race, by taking snow from the mountains and putting it onto the
track. The patrol race makes the biathlon a military competition
warranting the sp from many Corps. It comprises a 30km
untracked navigated patrol broken up by comd tasks and mil
representative tasks.
After 18 years of biathlon skiing SSgt Pavier retires this year,
leaving the biathlon circuit in overall 9th place in Great Britain.
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Sig Tate in his 4th season has been scouted to t rain with the GB
development sq uad after his superb performance at t he Nationals
and 2Lt Roach was selected for the Royal Signals Ladies team,
which competed in the Army and Nat ional Championships.

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT
(AIR SUPPORT)
co

Lt Col DA Craft
W01 S Mayell

BRITISH ARMY (GERMANY) FOOTBALL CUP

RSM

The Regtl football team is beginning to take shape with old faces
back from theatre and new faces posted in. Despite all t he
disruption caused by the op tour this season, victory over 7 Tpt
Regt, RLC by 2 - 1 has earned 16 Sig Regt a place in the semifinals of the BA(G) cup. The Regt now has a home t ie against 12
Regt RA

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON

Meanwhile in the Royal Signals Cup, a convincing win over 20
Arrnd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn 5 - 0 sees the Regt progress to the
quarter-finals, where we will play 21 Sig Regt. Victory there would
set up the prospect of an Elmpt Station derby against 7 Sig Regt
in the semis. The hard work and many hours of trg from t he
squad appears to be paying off, and LCpl Chesworth, with 8
goals in his last 3 appearances, is said to be awaiting a call from
a certain Mr McClaren.

OC
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Maj P Horton BEM
W02 Gaz Chapman

At the time of writing HQ Sqn is firmly focussed on the
forthcoming New Year's events. Much of the Regtl Comd Gp has
been depleted in commitments to Op TELIC, wh ich has meant
t he Sqn helps pick up the reins in their absence. We are looki ng
forward to receiving Bowman and JPA concurrently through the
first quarter of next year- oh what joys! Regtl life continues
unabated of course, with a similar commitment to a range of exs
and deployments.

EXERCISE SENTA SHAKEOUT
ARMY ANGLING CHAMPIONSHIP (COARSE)
The Regt was represented at the Army Angling Championship by
Sgt Buckle, who managed to qualify after a successful season
competing at BA(G) and Corps level. The event was held at
Heronbrook Fisheries in Eccleshall, Staffordshire.
After a disappointing opening match, Sgt Buckle bounced back
to win his match on the first day of the individual competition with
a catch of 29.Skg. He continued to perform well and eventually
achieved an excellent 4th overall out of over 60 of the Army's
best anglers. He also faired extremely well in the 2-day team
event finishing in the top 3 to complete his most successful
championship in 9 years of competing.

SNOWBOARDING
16 Sig Regt were recently crowned Corps Snowboarding
Champions. Under the guidance of team captain SSgt Tumey,
the 6 strong team fought hard to eventually defeat their close
rivals 1 (UK) Arrnd Div HQ & Sig Regt by just 2 points overall.
Cpl Carey had an outstanding competition finishing 3rd in the
individual standings whilst Cpl Rousell and Sgt Renshaw also
both managed top 10 places with SSgt Tumey only a few spots
behind them.
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SSM HQ Sqn, W02 Gaz Chapman decided in would be a great
idea if the Sqn could 'escape' for a week's shooting in sunny
Brecon as a small gap had appeared in the otherwise seamless
Regt Forecast of Events. Hence Ex SENTA SHAKEOUT was
born. In good mil fash ion, the ex started very early Monday
morni ng; it was still pitch black and the rain had started already a sure sign of things to come. On arrival at the Sennybridge
Ranges t he week began with a confirmatory zeroing range. As
one or two people were quite out of practice, this proved more
trouble t han you might expect.

to sway Cpl Kitson, who hated every second and wasn't shy
about telling anyone who would listen.
By Thursday all the sects were ready to ''take our trg to the next
level"; we were on a larger live firing range and had moved from
individuals and pairs up to fire teams. The start of this range was
fast as we had to meet our agent contact 2Lt Calvin Smith and
try and follow him through a marsh.
The grand finale of the ex was live firing sect attacks. Once again
we had to meet our agent contact, who looked remarkably
familiar. 2Lt Smith seemed to have a thing for watery pastimes,
and led us through a tunnel that seemed to have half the water in
Brecon flowing through it. It felt about -50 degrees and having
got to the end of the tunnel, trying to stand up was a challenge in
itself as I found I had lost all sensation in my legs and could only
manage a feeble hobble. Hats off to 2Lt Smith who went
through the tunnel 4 or 5 times - hardcore! The attack went well
and we managed to close with the enemy and kill them although thankfully the bullets were only going one way!
. The final sect attack was hard work but well worth it. Thanks to
our enthusiastic range staff everyone (nearly everyone) enjoyed
the week at all levels and now have a few more war stories to
write home about.

248 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Tuesday was t he start of our live firing package. Right on cue,
once we had stepped off the tpt it started to rain and then it
hailed for most of the day. We all made it through with no
injuries, although a few people had to go through twice; it was a
good introduction to live firing and had given us a real insight as
to what was expected of us.
Wednesday was back to blank trg and we started off with OBUA
in the morning . 99.9 per cent of all participants enjoyed it
thoroughly, apart from Cpl 'Kitbag' Kitson, who swore he never
wanted to do OBUA ever again in his whole life. In the afternoon,
we started practising our sect attacks in preparation for the latter
parts of the live firing package. Funnily enough this involved lots
of rivers and water and for a few unlucky sects, quite a big hill.
We then waited till it was pitch black to finish off with a night time
OBUA ex. Once again all the sects got through but this did little
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Maj Karl Jeeves
W02 Surendra

Recently 248 GSS has seen a change in pars and it is with great
excitement that we welcome our new OC Maj Karl Jeeves. His
welcome dinner was a huge success and enjoyed by all. We were
sad to have Capt Buddhi leave us but he has moved on to
bigger and better things and we all wish him every best in his
new post as Adjt of QGS. Capt Ratna has taken over and is
already masterminding our move to Stafford. 248 GSS have had
a fantastic time in Colerne with 21 Sig Regt and it is with great
sadness that we are preparing for our move. However, everybody
is looking forward to the new challenges ahead of us and our
place within 22 Sig Regt at Stafford.
The Sqn has been extremely busy recently and the New Year will
be no exception with the move to Stafford but also with the
deployment on ops of Baghdad Sig Tp. The 2 + 22 strong Tp
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have 6 months out there and we wish them all a safe tour.
Dashain celebrations ended 2006 in truly auspicious style with a
very impressive party. Lt Addison and 2Lt Harryman took part
in the Khukuri dance '.:IS part of the cultural show, which was one
of many exciting ever.ts. Hopefully ne:-:t year's celebrations wilt be
equally successful. Jai 248 GSS!
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Maj G Lamb
W02 OW Dunbar

we climbed from the south. After reaching the first summit after
almost 2 hours of scrambling, we found ourselves ankle deep in
snow staring into what could only be described as a white mist,
which should have looked like a ridge. Thanks to the experience
and wisdom of our instructors it was decided that they would
lead us safely back the way we had come up, and live to fight
another day. The second ascent was from the northern end. The
weather conditions were fine and sunny in the valley, but soon
turned to wind and snow above the 900m contour line. We finally
reached the summit of Bidean a' Ghlas Thuitt and found snow
and ice so we descended for an early bath, knowing the
mountain will be there another day.
1 recommend to anyone interested in the outdoors to get involved

EXERCISE TORRIDON DRAGON 22 OCTOBER - 4
NOVEMBER AT THE DUNDONNELL ADVENTURE TRAINING
HUT - by Sig Pichilingi

in AT hill walking expeds and hopefully they wilt experience what I
have. I'd like to thank the instructors, Capt Coffey and W02
Smith on behalf of everyone who took part in the course.

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj I Blower
W02 SM Lithgow

SUPPORT TO OP VELA
Three members of the Sqn were selected to deploy in sp of the
Cdo Helicopter Force (CHF) on Op VELA. Cpl Jay Preston,
LCpl Mickey Luxford and Sig Rob Walker sailed on HMS
Ocean on 1O September 06. On the ship they were based in the
Amphibious Operations Room (AOR) providing Bowman and 506
SATCOM in sp of the ex. The destination was Sierra Leone on
the West Coast of Africa, where Ex GREEN EAGLE was taking
place. En route, the guys were lucky enough to get a 'run ashore'
in Gibraltar, which was welcome after the 6 day crossing through
the dreaded Bay of Biscay! When they docked the sun was
shining and they managed to enjoy a few quiet drinks before
being faced the next day at 0715hrs with the notorious Gibraltar
Rock Race.
The group in the col beneath the summit of Bidean a' Ghlas Thuill

During the month of October myself and 11 other members of 21
Sig Regt were given the opportunity to take part in a 2 week AT
walking package in the Torridon Mountains, North West Scotland.
The package consisted of alt the relevant theory and practical
lessons required to obtain the SMP (Summer Mountain
Proficiency) qualification. This AT qualification is an introduction
to summer mountaineering and is the first step towards gaining
the Mountain Leader Training (Summer) award.
The course would take place in northern Scotland and the
mountains that we would aim to walk were a selection of the
"Munros" (fhe definition of a Munro is a mountain over 3000 feet
(914m) in height). At first glance the walking sounded easy
enough; 2 weeks enjoying Scotland's views, strolling around the
countryside and bagging a few peaks. That last sentence
indicates the tack of experience I had of Scottish mountains.
From the first day in the hills both the physical and mental
strength required for walking in Scotland became evident. From
the first step we took, we began to experience alt weathers, as if
we were walking through alt 4 seasons, from the warmth of the
sun, to the wind, to the rain, to the snow and back again. From
the first ridge we followed, I realised that not only were the
walking routes physically challenging but also that physical
strength was only half as important as the skill required in
navigation and mountain craft. From the end of the first day
however we were all hooked and would never look back.
It is almost impossible to explain in words the great sense of
achievement I felt when I reached the summit of each Munro, and
this sense was heightened when I knew we reached summits
through adverse conditions, such as the time we tried to
complete An Teattach (fhe Forge). This is one of the most
famous mountaineering outings in Scotland. For our first attempt

lnt~gration turned out to be the key word in setting up the new
Joint. Het.1copter F~rc~ (Afghanistan) (JHF(A)) HQ as we were
work1n.g in a truly Joint' environment; not only with the RAF, but
also with 9 Regt AAC who were bringing the AH Mk 1 A
h
. t
t'
I
.
pac e
in o opera 1ona service for the first time, and the Tp was now a
blend of ~oyal Signals and AAC Ops. Fortunately, we had
worked with our 9 Regt counterparts before on Ex HERRICK
~<;'LE, way back in January, on a freezing cold Wattisham
A1rf1eld.

The majority of the Tp were split between the Main HQ at
Kandahar Airfield, and the Forward HQ at Camp Bastion from
where the majority of missions were launched. It quick!; became
apparent however, that 'out-stations' in Helmand Province would
become useful, and so small Aviation Signals Dets at bases in
Lashkar Gah, the Provincial Capital, and Gereshk were
es abtished. As part ~f the first deployment, we were required to
be able to test and ad1ust both what was required of us and what
we c.outd deliver. Th.is inclu~ed use of the plethora of eqpt
required to communicate with 3 very different aircraft and
bet\veen our outstations.
'

Upon arrival at the camp, comms were established back to HMS
Ocean and a few days later they moved to Guma Dam where B
Coy 40 Cdo were due to conduct their jungle trg. Here they got
to join in with a 3 day package conducted by Mountain Leaders
(MLs) which included basic survival , tracking and water
purification techniques and also cooking, booby traps and setting
snares. Overall they benefited from a brilliant opportunity to get
away on this fantastic ex providing comms sp to the CHF.

JOINT HELICOPTER FORCE (AFGHANISTAN) SIGNALS
TROOP - OP HERRICK 4
Lt J Hooker

Deploying a Tp from 21 Sig Regt on a brand new deployment in
Afghanistan was always going to be an interesting affair. By the
time 'HERRICK Tp' departed RAF Brize Norton on 29 April 2006,
however, the 5 months of preparation had left us feeling confident
in our ability to get the job done, and done welt. There was
already a 6-man team in place as part of the Prelim Ops
deployment, led by W02(YofS) Tim Tomkinson . This team had
provided sp for the Chinooks involved in building up the
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After a few day.s in the luxury hotel, Sig Kitson and I were given
the task of setting up a Forward Operating Base (FOB) in the area
of Oukaaimeden, which was located in the Atlas mountains.
Once .at the hotel, we were greeted by the manager and head of
security and allocated a room with a balcony as welt as a small
amount of land to set up the antennas. The comms room turned
out to be shared with a film and make-up crew. We had the
pleasure of sharing the hotel with Tom Hanks and Julia
Roberts, stars of the new movie being filmed there.

220 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj Gareth Lamb
W02(SSM) Wayne Dunbar

Since the r~turn from Christmas leave and from op tours for many
of our soldiers, 2007 has started with the introduction of
Bowman, Dtl and JPA to the Sqn. Not only is everyone bouncing
from Bowman course to OPTAG to Dtl briefing we are also
looking forward to the Regtl JNCO Cadre next' month, and yet
more op deployments, including our standing commitments to
Nat1on~I Stand?y and ~LE . The asbestos issue in our hangar is
now being rect1f1ed , which means 12 weeks of slightly more
crarn?ed conditions than we're used to, with Cat, the Sqn clerk
working out of the briefing area between the offices!
Th~

New. Year has also brought some new faces to the Sqn and
we ve said goodbye to a few too: New arrivals into Golf Tp are
Sigs Michelle Dougan, Lotte Pedley and Dan Ward from 11
Sig Regt, and Sgt Ritchie Eveleigh from 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig
Sqn . Sp Tp have welcomed Capt Sarah Church from AFC
Harrogate, Sgt Andy Keatley as the new MT Sgt, and Cpl
Steve Turner into the SQMS Dept.
Hotel Tp has a new Tp Comd, 2Lt Alice Curtis, and can
congratulate SSgt Matt Witham on his success on the SSgt to
W02 board. They're also saying goodbye to Sig Butterworth
who is leaving the Army and to Lt T J Hooker who is moving o~
to ATR Lichfield. India Tp have welcomed Sig Smith and Sig
~alcolm. We've said goodbye to Sgt John Mcloughlin to 244
Sig Sqn, Sgt John Martin who has moved to 1O Sig Regt on
promotion to SSgt, and Sig Dan Mark to 216 Sig Sqn.

EXERCISE JEBEL SAHARA - by Cpl Kennedy
Ex JEBEL SAHARA is an annual ex that takes place in Morocco
providing safety comms (HF, VHF and UHF) between various
'
locations in sp of the RAF.
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After a long Hercules flight to Morocco, we took a short bus
Journey to a 5 star hotel, settled into the rooms and prepared
ourselves for what looked to be a strenuous ex with the RAF. We
had a short period to orientate ourselves to our new home and
the next day we ventured out onto the trg area where the main
HQ was to be set up, bringing much sought after talents for
setting up tents and erecting cam nets.

Conditions were pretty basic to begin with and the fierce
temperatures in Southern Afghanistan certainly made for an
uncomfortable summer, although the setups at both Kandahar
and Ca.mp Bastion have been improving alt the time. Most of us
appreciated the excellent gym facilities, and for those at
Kandahar, the variety of welfare facilities provided by the US
Forces. T~ere were a few nervous moments courtesy of the
neighbouring Taliban, especially at Kandahar where we were
subjected to weekly rocket attacks, although thankfully these
caused no UK casualties.

oc

They set sail again for Sierra Leone and on the way joined in trg
activities with 40 Cdo including Fast Roping dry drills, 9mm pistol
shooting off the back of the ship and also GPMG door gunner
drills aboard the Sea King Helicopter. During the main phases of
the ex, one the guys had the opportunity to participate in some of
the 40 Cdo trg whilst the others provided comms for the FARP
and the MAOT teams out on the ground. This trg included
landing vehs using the Landing Craft Logistics (LCLs) into the
harbour at Freetown in front of quite an audience from the local
community! The vehs rotted off the landing craft and headed off
for Benguema Camp to cheers of Rule Britannia from the
watching locals!

oc

infrastructure for the arrival of UK Taskforce troops in H t
d
Province.
e man

Cpl Kennedy relaxing with one of the stars

Due to lac~ of space we set up some highly improvised antennae,
established comms with the Main Operating Base (MOB).
With this as the safety net, the Pumas and Chinooks could begin
their trg.
a~d

After a fortnight's successful trg in considerable hardship, the
FOB returned to th~ MOB location . We took the opportunity to
rel.ax a little, and en1oy the entertainment on hand at our hotel.
. With a no fly day, we had the opportunity to play the RAF in a
friend!~ g~me of football. Thanks to the talents of Sig Scarfi ,
who d1dn t stop running and LCpl Fogg who proved to be an
excellent ball stopper in goal, we proved our prowess, and retired
for some refreshments.
As the ex drew to a close we celebrated with a night out with the
~F. Sgt. Walsh p~oved .to be an excellent fly catcher, while Sig
Finch ~~Joye~ playing with the scorpions and in yet another
compet1t1on with the RAF, Sig Briffit proved to be the ultimate on
the dance floor, winning more than one dance off.
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W02 Lithgow

A tim.e of change for the Regt, 244 Sig Sqn has enjoyed
considerable variety in its work routine in the early part of 2007,
both through the planned introduction of Bowman, Dll and JPA
and the surprise eviction from our hangars due to asbestos
problems. This background hasn't impinged on wider Sqn life
however and we have had a number of successful trg exs. Ex
BRAINSTROM BEAUFIGHTER got a good number of the Sqn
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away to practise their leadership skills, while we also
executed a tf(l package for the next roulement
deployment un Op HERRICK.

We will also have 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn from 21 Sig Regt to help
form 22 Sig Regt at Stafford, so that should keep the LAD busy
for the time being. When we have fully formed we will be
repairing and inspecting many vehs, ranging from % ton trailers to
the Foden Recovery veh. Everyone in the LAD is working hard to
get things up and running and with everyone's co-operation 1t will
be a success.

This covered weapons trg, cor1·1oy drills and
familiarization on the eqpt used in theatre and was in
line with the suggestions from returning troops. Also
this month, we welcomed back some of our soldiers
from Op HERRICK, who have departed for some wellearned leave.

QM(A) DEPARTMENT
QM
ROMS
SNCO
OR's

EXERCISE BRAINSTORM BEAUFIGHTER
- by 2Lt Ian Burgess
On Thursday 8 February, 31 members of 244 Sig Sqn
travelled down to the Royal School of Signals for a day
of Mil Skills - with a twist. The day started with snow
in Coleme making it a slow journey but when we got to
Blandford, we were met by sunshine!

The QM(A) Dept has continued to focus on the infrastructure
requirements to support the IOC of April 07. Significant
developments near to completion include the Tp Offices, the SLA,
the Sqn Hangers and the Gurkha Temple.

Sgt Pitamber handing over a cheque for £540 to Maj K A Jeeves for the Gurkha

The morning brought a series of comd tasks, which
each of the 4 gps had to achieve in a 'leaderless' style.
From scaling 'electric' fences to crossing treacherous 'ravines'
the comd tasks were all varied and ensured that different skills
were required at each. Highlights included SSgt Loddy Jones
tak.ing a tumble while going over the electric fence and sensibly
using his head to protect the rest of his body, and Sigs Hartland
and Lunness not quite being athletic enough to pole vault across
a mine field and becoming involuntary casualties. Sig
Hartland1s hilarious efforts at trying to catch a 12ft log, whilst
having no arms soon made up for it.
After the morning's proceedings, we moved to the asslt course
where under the direction of LCpls Mansell and Scarfi, we got
to race around in teams of 10. However, rather than just having a
flat out race amongst teams, we introduced some burdens (eggs)
and enemy fire (water balloons). After a brave effort, SSgt Steve
Brown and 2Lt Calvin Smith were unfortunately unable to save
their egg, to the dismay of their team. Having the opportunity to
test ourselves around the asslt course was an excellent way to
round off a thoroughly enjoyable day.
Special thanks are directed towards the Royal School of Signals
for letting us come down to Blandford and use their facilities. In
particular Leadership Tp, 4 Sqn and their OC, Capt Dave
Palmer who helped arrange and set up the comd tasks

Welfare Trust
The Gurkha temple in place by the New Year
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REMEMBRANCE DAY 2006 - by LCpl Chijkumar Gurung
On 12 November 06, Remembrance Day was commemorated by
248 GSS. At 1015hrs, Sqn pers assembled in the Sqn Hanger to
honour those who sacrificed their life during the World Wars. The
event started with the reading by the youngest Sig, Sig Sailen
Thapa of the VC citation of Agamsingh Rai, followed by a war
poem by Lt Addison.
The 2 mins silence was observed in remembrance of all those,
living and dead, who served in the Armed Forces. The OC, Maj
Jeeves presented op medals to the 14 soldiers, who had
completed their op tours. Sgt Pitamber took the opportunity to
present his cheque of £540 to the OC for the Gurkha Welfare
Trust. The amount was raised by organising a charity raffle draw
in Basra Air Station, Iraq while he was on Op TELIC. Everyone
moved out of the hanger for a Sqn photograph, which marked the
end of the ceremony.

Maj T Smith
W02(RQMS) Heynes
Sgt Jaya
Sig Tek

Maj OW Craig
W02(SSM)Collins

The Tp Offices provide each Sqn with 6 Tp Offices, 2 SQMS
office areas and 2 MT office areas, toilets and a communal crew
room and kitchen. The 5 JRSLA blocks are now only a week
away from completion and will shortly be fully occupied. The
Junior Ranks will benefit from refurbished accn and will all be
housed in Single Occupancy rooms. Other infrastructure areas
near to completion include the Sgts' Mess Annex, the secure
garaging and the R&I Bay.

ENGINEERING SUPPORT TROOP
TpOC
Tp SSgt

W01(FofS) Karl Scaife
SSgt Danny Rudd

The Tp continues to develop, but is still only 5 strong. Sgt
Jason Edwards is focusing on the preparations for the influx of
soldiers from 248 and 222 Sig Sqns to ensure that the Regt has a
2nd Line repair facility. SSgt Danny Rudd is acting as the 'Regtl
carpenter' in between his normal duties by designing and making
presentation pieces and display cabinets for the RHQ. LCpl Karl
Blacker as the only JNCO in the Tp is bearing the brunt of the
interesting tasks such as creating the technical library. On
detachment from 21 Sig Regt is Sgt Lee Collier who is assisting
the Tp for the next 6 months. The Tp has conducted several
liaison meetings with other units to adopt best practice, which
should ensure we are ready to support the incoming troops.

LIFE IN 22 SIGNAL REGIMENT LAD - by LCpl Tom Drakeford

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT

OVERVIEW

number of sqn sized runs and tabs outside of the camp gates. It
has also proved useful in brushing out the cobwebs for those
who have been unfortunate enough to have missed out on
organised PT over the last few months.

Since the new-year the Regt has grown to over 100 pers within
Sp Sqn and LAD; the remainder being held in holding troop under
Lt Duncan Reader. The Regt would like to welcome
W01 (YofS) Hutchinson from Germany and Capt Phil Stubbs
(21C 217 Sqn) from ATR Litchfield.

The Regt's first op deployment of the J1/J4 IOS crews under Sgt
Leigh Necrews has moved on apace with the completion of
their Man Managers course at Blandford and OPTAG trg in
February, all set for the first deployments on Op HERRICK in
March.

The arrival of both 222 and 248 Sqns from Bulford and Colerne
during February has seen all hands to the pump in the Regt under
the direction of the QM(A) Maj Tom Smith in order to get the
accn blocks ready for occupation, first by 248 and then by 222
arriving the following week. After spending only one week in their
new barracks, 222 Sig Sqn will deploy back down south to SPTA
for Ex DESERT DRAGON .

As the formation date of 2 April 2007 approaches, the Regt is
now well down the transition route from Implementation Team to
a formed working unit, as we take over responsibility for the
guard and all the normal duty posts from 5 March. Both messes
have begun to take on a distinct army flavour with Maj Dougy
Wright taking over as PMC on 15 February along with the rewriting of the mess rules and W01 (RSM) Olly Reed assuming
responsibility for the Sgts' Mess on 28 January. As of the New
Year, the building work for the Gurkha temple, which had started
in the last issue of The Wire, has been completed.

Team Leader/CO
RSM

Lt Col ND Fraser
W01 (RSM) PA Reed

The start of Regtl PT sessions began in January and has
positively increased our profile in the local community with a
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Life at 22 Sig Regt is just beginning for the LAD, but we are
working hard on getting everything ready. We have not got many
vehs at the moment, but SSgt Bolton and a team of VMs are
presently at 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt, in Bulford, to assist with
inspections and conducting minor repairs to bring vehs up to a
roadworthy state, for the move to Stafford by the end of February.

The QM(A) Maj Tom Smith briefs SSgt Bagbir and Sgt Rai on the
progress of the accommodation blocks

QM(T) DEPARTMENT
A small but confident team of 5 have been busy constructing the
~qpt Table to prepare for IOC on 1 April 2007 with not enough
time for breakfast, lunch or T\f. Capt Darrell Skimming and
W02 Ash Ingham have endured the long days with lots of
travelling between units and transferring their vehs and eqpt
taking place. There is li!;ht at the end of the tunnel, as Sgt Marie
Bailey and Cpl Natelie Whelan believe or is it someone cuming
up the tunnel the opposite way with a torch thinks LCpl Dave
Garside? Building of the new R&I Bay is near completion
(however, there is no shelving as yet), office space is comfortable
but not enough manpower to fill the desks and the IPTs have
been very helpful as long as you have a GPC card.

REGIMENTAL MT

The LAD team proudly posing with their Faden Recovery vehicle
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In the last 2 months the MT workload has grown at a monstrous
pace with only Sgt Badger Wilkinson and Cpl Jacko Jackson
in the MT. They have managed to acquire an AS operator as our
new MT Details JNCO, aptly named LCpl Dave Ryder. We must
not forget Sgt Big Curley of the Regtl Generator Bay who is
121

currently a one-man band. The MT is still awaiting the allocation
of vehs al"d in the meantime our fleet of 4 is proving a challenge
to keep thi.1gs moving forward to IOC - at the moment hiring is
the way al"lt!ad. With the imminent arrival of 248 and 222 Sqns
over the n xt few weeks, t: .e challenges are extensive and will
continue to grow. All applications for a posting to 22 Sig Regt
MT will be gratefully received - just send your PPP to MGM Div
through your chain of command.

ARRIVING IN STAFFORD - AN AGC JNCO PROSPECTIVE
- by LCp/ Wyne Porter
Arriving from Germany, I entered the MOD site realising it was a
huge complex of sheds and one way systems with the odd cycle
path here or there. I found my way to the QM's Dept where I was
swiftly ushered to the Junior Ranks Accn by Sgt JP Jaya, which
at the time had been left to rot and ruin for one reason or another.
I dropped my bags off in my room and went to meet the RAO and
other members of the AGC Det. On my first day in the office the
RAO, Capt Cath Tye, interviewed me and informed me that I
was going to be the Sp Sqn Clk, which I was happy about.
When I got o the Sp Sqn HQ, I met the OC, Maj Dougie Craig
and SSM, W02(SSM) Daz Collins and was shown to my office.
It had one desk, one filing cabinet, a computer, 2 chairs and one
small round table. Since then I have managed to 'acquire' a new
set of chairs, a printer and a 4-drawer filing cabinet. On my
arrival there were no systems in place for anything, i.e. leave,
personal docs, pay queries etc. I had previous experience with
sub units, so I sat down and had a think about what to do. I set
about the docs, setting them up for a deployable unit, ID discs,
and control sheets, 189/189A all from scratch. The Regt comes
under 143 Bde at Dennington for admin from whom I had to beg,
borrow and acquire from them what ever they could spare, until I
had achieved that nice warm feeling that only comes from sound
admin and lots of stationery.
By this time the AGC Det had grown from 5 to 8, there were now
about 65 - 70 pers on strength and the processes that had been
set up were working. The problems we had were a RAF

computer system, so we don't have Dll for JPA, most of the
forms we need are going to be obsolete or already are and we
have no scaling for new docs.
The unit is now 108 strong, the accn has been repaired amazingly
well, we get great food here, the night life is only a short £5 taxi
ride away and it's a student town - life is peachy. We got it right
from the start and that has carried us through to the present day.
If anyone has the chance to start up in a new unit, I would
recommend it.

The Regimental Operations Team is beavering away to complete
the last stages of plans, together with the QM(T) Dept, to identify
the eqpt that the Regt will require to fulfil its role as the Corps
Ptarmigan GS Unit and indeed the key element of getting the
negt ready for IOC by 1 April. The Ops Team are also working
hard to make sure that 22 Sig Regt is ready to meet its
forthcoming op and ex commitments.
The Ops Officer, Maj Dave Whitaker, has managed to travel to
Germany for numerous ex planning and co-ordinating meetings at
1 Sig Bde ready for the transfer of comd from 11 Sig Bde to 1 Sig
Bde on 1 April 07. The team are now firmly focused on receiving
the 2 main Comms Sqns; 222 Sig Sqn from Bulford and 248
Gurkha Sig Sqn currently at Colerne. Good news is that the Ops
team has just welcomed the new Regt YofS, W01{YofS)
Hutchinson from Germany, a welcome and much needed
addition to the team. The Forecast of Events is shaping up for a
busy year, the Regt is already heavily committed in numerous exs
within the UK and abroad for the year 2007 and will also be
deploying pers to Op HERRICK with 2 Sig Regt. The Ops Sgt Sgt Suresh is working out the number of vehs that the Regt
requires from Theatre Troops and elsewhere to meet the 8005
requirement which is not straight forward as it seems with WFM
and JAMES looming. The J1/J4 IOS Tp, part of 217 Sig Sqn , are
currently on OPTAG trg at Lydd and Hythe, ready for their
deployment to Op HERRICK sometime in March 07. This will be
the first op deployment of the reformed Regt, which we aim to
get right and set the standard of things to come.

30 Sig Regt would like to bid a fond farewell to Lt Col Duncan
'Obi' Warne who leaves us to take up a post in Baghdad and
extend a warm welcome to Lt Col Chris Ford and family who
are settling in to life at Bramcote.

large amount. Unfortunately, Sig Dales had to return to
Bramcote as she had sustained a knee injury but at the end of
the second week, Capt Wong arrived to make up the last
member of the team .

Congratulations are in order for Capt Simon McGaw on his
commissioning and new post as Welfare Officer. Capt McGaw
makes way for W01 (RSM) Daphne Brett who takes up the
mantle of RSM in RHO.

Week 3 involved skiing gates continually for almost the entire day.
For some this meant bruised knuckles, knees and shoulders. The
tension had started to grow as the initial seeding race drew closer
and people were attempting to size up the opposition. Race day
arrived and 30 Sig Regt and 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt drew 'duty
team', which meant carting all the poles, start gate, finish area,
timing eqpt and 'foam cheeses' to the top of the mountain.

The Alpine ski team drove off from Bramcote in the wee small
hours of 10 November for the Channel tunnel; all set for 3 weeks
of trg and a week-long competition at Zell am See at the Corps
alpine ski camp. The team consisting of W02 Hutchinson, Cpl
Fewster, Sig Clark, Sig Triplett, Sig Dales, captained by Sgt
Webster.
Early starts were the order of the day as unseasonably warm
weather saw a lack of snow at lower altitudes, forcing the entire
ex to be conducted on the Kitzsteinhorn glacier in Kaprun about
30 mins drive from the accn. The team was broken down into
ability groups for further instruction. Two weeks of numerous exs
saw individual's strength, skiing ability and experience come on a
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NORDIC SKI TEAM - EXERCISE SPARTAN HIKE
- by Cpl McCa/lum
This is the first time in recent memory that 30 Sig Regt has
entered a Nordic Ski team and it was one to remember. Once
the team had been formed we set off on our epic journey to
N_orw~y for Corps Ski Camp. The first few days, under the
d1rect1on of ~gt Pavier of 16 Sig Regt, were spent getting used
to being on skis. After Lt Kitson warned us to be careful on our
new racing skis, we were all shocked to learn that he was the first
to break them! We left for the Christmas break having reached a
good standard and we felt well prepared for the coming races.

REGIMENTAL OPERATIONS TEAM - by SSgt Somras Tamang

30th SIGNAL REGIMENT

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER 10

the argument, allowed me an insight into how this might be
improved in the future, for everyone's benefit.

Race week started with the individual Giant Slalom (GS), team
GS, individual slalom and then team slalom. The weather forced
a change in the programme. Increases in the wind on the final 2
days saw the lifts closing intermittently which forced racers to
walk back up to the start. Starts were also delayed due to poor
visibility and high winds. The opportunity to only race the course
once put even more pressure on individuals to perform and take
it to the edge. The results achieved by the team show that they
did commit to the task and perform well. Individual results were
Cpl Fewster, who was the combined winner of Female GS,
Slalom, Sig Triplett who was combined winner of Junior GS,
Slalom and Capt Wong who won 2nd in the Slalom was winner
in the Veteran Slalom, 3rd in the Alpine Combinatio~ and Veteran
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30 S_ignal _Regiment Ski team who did well in the Corps
Champ1onsh1ps: W02 Hutchinson, Cpl Fewster, Sgt Webster,
Capt Wong, Sig Triplett, Sig Clark
Combined winner. As a Team we were GS runners up, Slalom
runners up and Combination runners up. A commendable result
and well worth the effort, enjoyed immensely by all.

THE INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMA OF HUMANITARIAN
ASSISTANCE - by Lt James Horton
The International Diploma of Humanitarian Assistance is a postgr~duat~ civili~n course, run by New York's Fordham University,
which aims to improve the basic skills and awareness of
humanitarian aid workers. I was lucky enough to attend the
cou~se , held in Nairobi in November 2006, thanks to the Army 's
desire to understand the inevitable and sometimes frustrating
International Organisations (!Os) and Non Governmental
Organisations (NGOs) that we encounter on ops.

After New Year we set off on our second long drive to the French
Alps for the LAND Championships. As we arrived for Ex
SPARTAN HIKE, it dawned on us that there wasn't any snow for
Nordic skiing and it was no surprise when the first race was
cancelied. Fortunately snow was located in the next valley and
we were able to get some practice in. The first race was the 4 x
7.5 with good performances from Sig Jones Sig Smith Cfn
'
'
Richardson and Cpl Mccallum.

Lt Kitson joined the team for the first Biathlon race and after 16
rounds he had hit none of his targets, giving us a good time
penalty going into the race. Nevertheless the team did well on
the r~ce br.inging us in at a respectable place. Our good form
co~tmued into the penultimate event - the military patrol race.
This was a 20km course with bergens and mil stands at various
points which took just over 1 hr 30 mins to complete.
Typically, after 2 weeks without any snow, the heavens opened
and the final race had to be cancelled due to too much snow!
With an overall placing of 17th out of 42 teams, we were able to
h~ld our heads high for the journey home. Congratulations to
Sig Jones who, despite being a novice, qualified as an individual
for the Inter-Services and GB Championships in Germany.

The other students on the course were all humanitarian workers
(with the exception of a retired Col from Benin) with an
intimidating body of experience. The organisations represented
ranged from the Burmese and British Red Cross to UN agencies
su~h as the High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR) and the
~ff1ce f~r the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), to
1nternat1onal and local African NGOs. It is no exaggeration to say
that many of the people had seen and worked in more conflict
situations than many of us in the Army will ever see.
The course covered all aspects of humanitarian work, from
practical aspects such as refugee camp planning, water
sanitation and emergency shelter construction to more
philosophical questions such as thP. dangers to organisational
neutrality of working with the military and the cultural implications
of long and short term intervention.
To a person more used to troop level Cormorant deployments
and AT expeds, it was rewarding, and quite an eye opener, to be
(notionally) planning the layout, services and protection of a
refugee camp housing fifty thousand people, displaced by acts of
genocide. The course was not without its challenges, however, as
some of the NGO workers lived up to their reputation of resisting
concise forward planning and lacking adherence to timelines
during the syndicate exs. The 'Sandhurst chop' style of direction
was almost employed a number of times but would not have
been particularly well received!
The most interesting aspect of the course was the insight it
allowed into the principles and beliefs that underpin humanitarian
work. Where in the milita"Y our primary mission is to create an
environment free of threats to the security of our AOR,
humanitarians are impelled to 'protect the lives and dignity of
victims of war and internal violence and to provide them with
assistance,' wherever that may be. These two missions often
conflict but the course, through an exposure to the other side of
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Sig Jones taking aim on the Biathlon Range
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ALPINE SKI TEAM EXERCISE SPARTAN HIKE
- by Sig Stewart
On 10 January, a 4 man team from the 30 Sig Regt deployed to
France to compete at thP. Army Divisional Skiing Championships
- Ex SPARTAN HIKE.
The drive down was long and tiring, taking over 15 hrs. When
we got there it didn't look promising as there was not much
snow, although it was freezing cold. After a good nights rest we
started the 3 days of personal trg as thankfully there was enough
snow higher on the slopes.
Unfortunately, this is when it started to go wrong for the team as
on the last day of personal trg and the day before the competition
started, one of our best skiers, Capt Wong decided he wanted
to do some tree hugging while skiing at high speeds. Sadly this
took him out of the competition as he sustained a serious knee
injury that later needed an operation. Things then went from bad
to worse on the first race, as the team captain, Sgt Webster also
crashed at the finish line of Seeding GS and damaged his knee.
This took him out of the competition for a few days.

Capt(TOT) Jim Ross enjoying winning the ACFT
Sqn teams did very well; with the A team finishing in 5th place, it
was all on the shoulders of the B team to claim victory.

We carried on though in the Individual GS, Team GS, Super G,
Downhill, Team Slalom and Individual Slalom. The Downhill race
turned out to be the fastest and hardest race even for the top
skiers in the competition - all 3 of us failed to make it to the finish
tine without falling. During the race at least 7 people got carted
off to the local hospital and some of these were the top skiers in
the competition.

SWIMMING COMPETITION - by LCpl Smith

MILITARY SKILLS COMPETITION - by Cpl Wright

After a few disappointing races we decided to bring out the big
guns for the 2 most difficult races: the 50m butterfly and the 4 x
25m individual medley. So we called up LCpl Walton and Sig
Bryne who were deployed down the UK node. With LCpl
Walton being an Army swimmer and butterfly as his strongest
stroke, we thought we had it in the bag . The whistle was blown
and he started off strong, but instantly he had Sgt Lee from Sp
Sqn on his heels; this did not deter him and he powered on
through and won by half a stroke. Sig Bryne made the 50m
individual medley look like a stroll in the park! He took the lead
almost straight away and by the time he got to his last length, he
was half a pool ahead of his fellow competitors and took the gold
for 256.

The morning of 23 January, 16 individuals hand picked by
W02(SSM) WiHord stood at the start of the Mil Skills
competition. Everything taught in the previous week's trg would
be called upon to get the 2 teams of 8 through the gladiatorial
epic.
The day started in the gymnasium for the initial competition brief.
The Trg Officer, Capt Hodge Arthurs, described the format for
the day's event. This came as a huge shock to all competitors
because unlike in previous years, it would not be done in teams
but as individuals. Each individual would only do one event, out
of a possible 8, which they would have to pick out of a hat. The
exception was the youngest member of each team, which meant
that they would have to do a PFT. The other 7 events were a
selection of stands taken from the key mil skills of navigation,
CBRN defence, first aid, combat fitness, marksmanship,
recognition and mil knowledge. There were mixed feelings in both
teams; some lads were a little apprehensive about their event.
Each stand lasted approximately 2 hrs. Although the
competitors worked out their own scores, their overall position
was kept secret until the prize giving.
The prize giving parade took place inside the gym, where it had
all started earlier that morning. Each of the Sqns 2 teams lined
up awaiting the arrival of OC Sp Sqn, Maj John Duckworth,
who conducted the prize giving on behalf of the CO. Both Sp

On 19 January 2007, the Regt held its annual lnter-Sqn swimming
competition, the results of which go towards the CO's Cup. After
struggling to put a solid team together due to other
commitments, Sgt Waterworth had his list of 17 swimmers.
Commencing with the individual events, 256 got to a good start
with Sig Wade winning the 50m freestyle with ease.

The latter part of the competition was the relays, consisting of
50m freestyle, breaststroke, medley and the Chain of Command
race. 256 did not start well in the relays by getting 4th position in
the first race, but I am sure this was 256 deliberately trying to
give the other Sqns a false sense of security, as we came 1st and
2nd in the next 2 races. The final event of the day was the Chain
of Command race which consists of 6 soldiers ranging from the
ranks of Sig to Capt. The idea of the race is to do a length of the
pool each starting with the lowest rank wearing swimming shorts.
With every length, an item of clothing is added to the swimmer so
that the last swimmer, Capt Cooper, was wearing full working
dress with hat and gloves. It was a close race but 256 yet again
prevailed and came first. Overall the Sqn gathered enough points
to win the competition.

past and present members of the Officers' Mess are invited. This
year it was organised at the HAC by the Adjt, Capt Jez Wadia,
and the PMC, Maj Andy Knight, and they were honoured to
have the Master of the Worshipful Company of lnnholders as their
Guest of Honour. The night was a great success and the younger
officers were even happier when the Adjt arranged for them to be
able to join the much larger party upstairs - which was 80%
female and in the Christmas spirit! The Permanent Staff (PS)
deployed for a couple of days of personal development in Wales,
arranged by SSgt Steve Blanks our LAD PSI. Our newest
Regular member, LCpl Chris Urie, joined us having literally just
arrived at the Regt on promotion from Germany. A little shellshocked is probably an understatement to describe him, as he
was marched into the night life of Cardiff with the rest of the PS
who are mainly SNCOs, WOs and Officers! The week finished
with a 'bimble' up Pen y Fan in some absolutely horrendous
weather with strong winds, heavy rain and very painful hail
stones.
Senior members of the Regt's Chain of Command also took part
in the 2(NC) Sig Bde Study Weekend up in Derbyshire and made
do with the average facilities provided for them (!) - the Regt
already has a guaranteed list of names to return next year. As
well as a very informative weekend, it was a great opportunity for
both Regulars and TA a!ike to network with other members of the
Bde. A huge thanks must be passed to Capt Murray
MacDonald from the Bde staff for his hard-work in organising
the weekend.
The Regt has also been keen to develop its links to 12 Mech Bde
HQ & Sig Sqn, our affiliated Regular Unit. As well as one of the
TA Majs being about to deploy as part of the 12 Mech Bde staff
on Op HERRICK, members of the Regt have assisted with
different pre-deployment trg packages of theirs. W02 Cooper
and W02(YofS) Alleyne assisted with an OPTAG package, and
SSgt 'Mac' McMullen helped them out on a week's range
package. Hopefully we will be able to foster a strong link with 12
Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn, and the Regt wishes them all a safe op
tour in Afghanistan.

VISIT TO RHQ AND SOUTHFIELDS TAC BY BRIG DA
HARGREAVES

i.

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
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In the last couple of months 31 Sig Regt has seen more of the
Bde Comd than some of its TA soldiers! The Regt has been
privileged to host Brig Hargreaves at 56 Sig Sqn in Eastbourne,
5 Sig Sqn in Banbury and then more recently RHO and 83 Sp
Sqn in Southfields. All visits seem to have gone well but we shall
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83 (LONDON) SUPPORT SQUADRON (V)

oc
SSM

Maj A Walton
W02 Harris

Another busy period for the Sqn with a well deserved break for
Christmas. The Regtl Carol Service took place on Tuesday 12
December with a 'intimate' service led by the Padre, Rev Canon
Flora Winfield. Another pre-Christmas event was the
Southfields Christmas Party, which was perfectly organised by
LCpl Tach Wynne, with some outstanding food from LCpl
Esprit and a bargain bar run by Cpl Paul McGarrlty. The
atmosphere in the Drill Hall with 'marquee' was electric. There
was a great raffle which the ROSO, Capt Andy Haines,
adjudicated over. The CO was unfortunately not able to attend
and was not impressed to hear that the Adjt had handed her
raffle prize back in when her ticket was drawn out! A great
function before the Christmas Break.
A key point for HQ Sqn was that as of Sunday 11 February 07, it
will now be known as 83 (London) Support Squadron (Volunteers)
following its renaming under FAS.

The Roll of Honour is a list of names in gold leaf on an oak board
and next to it there is a formal picture of officers and soldiers
lined up for their Regtl photograph on Annual Camp 1936. Long
forgotten faces squinting in the sun, but are they forgotten? We
may forget the individual names, but we should not forget the
soldiers themselves. It was these individuals that were
. remembered during the rededication ceremony that took place at
the Southfields TA Centre on Sunday 11 February 2007.
56 Div (City of London Signals) has had a long and distinguished
history, tracing its roots back to the Tower Hamlets Militia, which
was formed in 1861. In more modern times the Div saw service
in both World Wars.
The Roll of Honour and the photo mentioned earlier have had a
few homes during the past few years, residing in TA Centres at
the Duke of Yorks, Hammersmith and White City. With the
reorganisation of thP. Regt under the Future Army Structure (FAS)
the Sqn name has been passed onto HQ Sqn currently ased on
the Merton Road in Southfields, making us now 83 (London)
Support Squadron M.
It was a simple ceremony conducted by our Padre, Rev Canon
Flora Winfield in the presence of honoured guests. These
included the Deputy Mayor of Wandsworth, the Deputy Lord
Lieutenant, the Wire Editor and his wife but most importantly,
members of the Div's antecedent units.

wait out to see what the CO thinks of her OJAR before we say
too much!
Prior to Christmas the WOs' and Sgts' Mess had an excellent
Christmas Draw at the Southfields TA Centre, organised by the
Regular Permanent Staff. W02(FofS} 'Max' Challis and
W02(RQMS) Craig Marlowe did a great job. The Officers
ventured into London for their annual dinner night, to which both

The night concluded with the medal parade where 4 awards were
handed out. Cpl Paul McGarrity received his Iraq medal for his
service on Op TELIC 7; OC 83 Sp Sqn, Maj Alan Walton, and
his 21C, Capt 'Dutch' Holland received their Volunteer Reserve
Service Medals; and finally LCpl Garvin Yarde was presented
with his Soldier of the Year award - which was a cheque for £250
from the Regt and an engraved glass goblet from the Worshipful
Company of lnnholders who sponsor the award. LCpl Garvin
Yarde was also congratulated on the birth of his new son. Post
parade, all moved into the 351 Bar for some drinks and snacks.
The Bde Comd was then presented with a Birthday cake for the
following day and a gift of the Regt's history booklet - what more
could a man want!

56 DIVISION OCA ROLL OF HONOUR REDEDICATION
SERVICE

Completing his trilogy of planned visits to the Regt, Comd 2(NC)
Sig Bde arrived at Southfields TA Centre on Tuesday 13 February
in order to visit RHQ, 83 Sp Sqn and to present some medals.
On arrival the Comd was whisked up to the Sgts' Mess for a
buffet dinner with some of the Regt's civilian staff and its other
Permanent Staff. Unfortunately, despite offers of 'time off in lieu'
from the Adjt, only one member of the civilian staff was able to
and actually did turn up. That said, the NAPS and Regular staff
hosted him with a great buffet cooked by the Master Chef, W02
'Crusty' Howells, and his team. The Comd was given a tour of
RHQ, dodging the Dll installation work and decorating work that
is ongoing, before a chat with the CO. It was then off to 83 Sp
Sqn, who gave him an update on the Sqn followed by another

~L

tour, seeing the LAD at work and SSgt(FofS) Eastwood-Bell
carrying out some respirator testing.

The medal recipients: Op TELIC - Cpl Paul McGarrity;
VRSM - Maj Alan Walton and Capt 'Dutch' Holland;
Soldier of the Year - LCpl Garvin Yarde

THE WIRE, APRIL 2007

The readings were given by Cpl Louise Wilkins, Sgt Jay
Eastwood-Bell and the last OC of the Sqn, when it was based
at White City, Maj Andrew Knight. As the notes of the Last
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Post echoed round the hall it seemed very apt to think of the
words 'We will remember them '

START, and it was! This was an OBUA trg weekend based at
Lydd and Hythe ranges in Kent. Although for the members of 5
Sig Sqn it was a long trip, the end result was rewarding .

laughter. The night was concluded with whisky tasting, hunt the
haggis and more drinks in the bar. Huge thanks to those that
organised this outstanding night.

be mobilised for Op HERRICK with HQ 12 Mech Bde HQ & Stg
Sqn, our affiliated Regular unit. Due to the latter, the Sqn QC and
SSM posts are temporarily being covered by Capt (TOT) Henry
Taylor and W02(Fof5) Mo Byrne respectively, who have
returned to the Sqn. We would also like to wish our PSI , SSgt
Craig Brooksbank, a speedy recovery following his recent
illness (we understand he is itching to get back). Finally,
congratulations to LCpl Dave McGuiness who has returned,
after being accepted by the Kent police force and undergone his
probationary trg. So if you get stopped on his patch, you never
know when the Army Benevolent Fund sticker in the windscreen
may come in handy.
The level of new recruits to the Sqn has been exceptional. thanks
to the outgoing QC and his recruiting team led by Sgt Kev
Bedwell and Cpl Barbara Ennis, who has since moved to take
over the LANWARD trg.

Burns Night revellers - Are they Scotsmen or Vikings?

VISIT BY 2(NC) SIG BOE COMMANDER - TUESDAY 23
JANUARY 07

Remember the old and welcome the new: LCpl Tash Wynne,
Cpl Louise Wilkins, Sgt Jay Eastwood-Bell with her
daughter Lara, the Regt's newest recruit in the middle

The Sqn hosted the Bde Comd, Brig DA Hargreaves, on a
recent Tuesday night trg evening. The Brig was treated to the full
delights of the Sqn and introduced to all the pers. The evening
concluded with the Comd addressing the Sqn and presenting
medals. The Sqn OC, Maj Carolyn Murison, was presented
with the Volunteer Reserve Service Medal and the Regt 's Adjt,
Capt Jez Wadia, was presented his Op TELIC Medal.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER 10
In November/December 06, 31 Sig Regt entered a team on Ex
MERCURY GLACIER 10, the Royal Signals Championships in
Zell-am-See, Austria. The Regt were the current TA Champions
and they were hoping to retain that spot but unfortunately, this
year, the team was a little weaker than in the past.
Three of the team arrived in Zell for 2 weeks trg: W02 Dave
Alleyne, our BASI instructor, LCpl Aiied Edwards (attached
from 38 Sig Regt) and LCpl Nerris Pearce. Maj Alan Walton
joined the team for the last 2 weeks and Lt Olly Gleeve flew out
on the last weekend to compete for the team. Unfortunately,
because of work commitments Olly could only make the Race
Week. He had never raced on a proper Racing Course before
and having missed the seeding race, he was last out of the start
gate at number 99. He soon got the hang of it and moved slowly
up the seedings, eventually finishing mid-way. The previous year
LCpl Nerris Pearce received the wooden spoon for coming last,
but this year being an experienced skier, she lost that title! W02
Alleyne again became top TA skier so congratulations must go
to him.
Overall, the team tried as hard as they possibly could to retain the
TA title. It was not to be however as 32 Sig Regt entered 2 very
good and experienced teams who pipped us at the post in both
GS and Slalom, which meant they took the overall TA
Championship. Well done to them. Hopefully we will get a team
together again for 2007, and we send a message to all other TA
Units out there. Please try and enter! It is challenging,
demanding and most of all it is good fun. We need to see more
TA teams!

5 (QUEENS OWN OXFORDSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj CL Murison
W02 M Taylor

EXERCISE COLD START
With all the festivities of Christmas out of the way it was back to
Sqn life with a bang. The first ex of the New Year was Ex COLD
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The weekend started off with a high level of trg, introducing the
concepts that are required for operating in a built up environment.
Although at times rather cold, it was good to see everyone taking
part and getting 'stuck in'. After the trg the tempo stepped up
and the Regt moved into the war fighting role which saw many
low level incidents which were designed to test the junior comds.
This then escalated overnight and by Sunday morning the Regt
was in full fighting mode, ready to expel the enemy forces. The
dawn attack started at 0500hrs and continued through until
0830hrs. It was exhausting and very demanding especially after
the night's busy patrolling matrix. However, the enemy were
expelled and it was back to the TA Centres for tea and medals.

BURNS NIGHT DINNER - SATURDAY 20 JANUARY 07
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56 Sig Sqn
A/OC
SSM

Capt K Francis
W02 S Hall

Prior to Christmas, 56 Sig Sqn was honoured with a visit from
Brig Hargreaves, the new Comd of 2(NC) Sig Bde. It was his
first visit to one of 31 Sig Regt's TA Centres, so a special first
impression was requ ired and RHQ (CO, Ops Maj, Adjt and RSM)
were shipped into town to formally welcome the Comd to the
Regt. As well as Regt briefs, Sqn briefs and the mandatory tour
of the Sqn, the Comd kindly offered to present some medals to
members of 56 Sig Sqn. Recipients included LCpl Gavin
Dalton , Cpl Gareth Hulin, Cpl Justin Hewitt and Sgt Paul
Hawes. The evening seemed to be a great success, made even
more special by so many family members of the medal recipients
turning up for the presentations.

On the look out in the Lydd Training Village on
Ex COLD START 2007

It was with no surprise that, with a Scottish OC, the traditional
(well it will be from now on) celebration of a 'dead Scotsman
night', better known as Burns Night, was celebrated by past and
present Officers and Seniors of 5 Sig Sqn and 31 Sig Regt. The
dinner was held in 5 Sig Sqn's newly self-decorated TA Centre. It
was down to 2 people to organise, Sgt Claire Goodwin and Sgt
Paul Milner, and they provided an excellent night. The evening's
entertainment consisted of a fantastic troop of Celtic dancers
who provided entertainment throughout the evening meal. We
also had the traditional piping in of the Haggis and many a word
said in some foreign language by SSgt 'Piper' King. The toast
to the Lads and the Lassies was well received and performed by
SSgt Welsh and then by Sgt Claire Goodwin, both of whom
provided a vast amount of entertainment which caused roars of

During the January 07 FIBUA ex, 31 Sig Regt was able to field a
rather large sqn made up of a composite of all 4 of the Regt's
sqns, as well as Army Cadets from 41 (PU<) Sig Sqn who were in
abundance and proudly displaying the red and grey stable belts.
Lt James Cleary from 41 spent the weekend with them and
they were taught a number of FIBUA skills, including aggressive
patrolling and building occupation. The 'Grand Finale' of the ex
included an asslt by the cadet pl on 2 in-depth enemy positions,
after the main elements of 31 Regt had cleared the town. From
the actions and events seen on the streets and fields of Lydd, we
have no doubt that there were a number of future RSMs and
Senior Officers present that day.

Comd 2(NC) Sig Bde presenting the Adjt with his
Op TELIC Medal

41 (PRINCESS LOUISE'S KENSINGTON) SIGNAL
SQUADRON (V)
A/OC
A/SSM

Capt H Taylor
W02 M Byrne

There have been a few movements of pers in 41 (PLK) Sig Sqn
over the last few months. Sgt Brian Traynor was dined out by
the WOs' and Sgts' Mess on the 3 February after 23 years
service, including an Op TELIC tour where he managed to create
quite an impression. Maj John Kendall, the Sqn OC, and W02
Ian McKay, our SSM, have also moved on having volunteered to
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Cpl Gareth Hulin, 56 Sig Sqn 's PT/, and his family with
Brig David Hargreaves having received his Op TEL/C Medal

It has been another very busy period for the Sqn since the New
Year. The Regtl FIBUA ex at Lydd ranges proved to be a big hit
with all ranks particularly our newest soldiers and the various
cadet units from the South East that joined us. With over 140

127

soldiers on the ex, including some from 36 Sig Reg it made the
trg much more realistic and is the kind of trg we hope to offer
every year.

and thanks to all members who have made the Sqn what it is
today. Congratulations must go to Lt Peter Mapledoram and
his wife Suzanne on the birth of their first child a healthy boy
(literally just as the article goes to press).

Fifteen of our Sqn recruits have just completed their Phase 1 trg
at the Regional Trg Ce~tre in Aldershot. They are now just waiting
for spaces on their 2 week recruits courses. We have said
goodbye to several long serving members recently. First, Maj
Anthony Lamb who, after 7 years with 56, has been accepted
for the job as OC 97 Sig Sqn, the TA deployment to the Balkans.
However, with changes to the manning demands, he is now off to
Iraq as an S0 2 for HQ 1 Mech Bde in the British AO.

The Sqn weekend at Hythe ranges in February tested the troops
to some great shoots on one of the best range complexes in the
country. A visit by the Mayor of Eastbourne, Councillor Colin
Belsey, and his 20 year old daughter the Lady Mayoress, Anna
Belsey, let them have a better insight to what we get up to on
weekends and their first taste of range stew!

We wish him all the best and thank him for his dedication and
hard work over the years. Next, LCpls Ben Mead and Jeff
Bentley-Astor move on to pastures new in their civilian jobs.
Finally Sgt Marie Parkinson our PSI Tech is being posted to
ATR Lichfield as an instructor. We wish her all the best as well

We look forward to March for our first real ly big ex with 2 (Inf)
Bde. It will be our fi rst chance to really work with the civilian
authorities and will let the troop actually use some of those trade
skills. Hopefully our new sign, which lights up most of
Eastbourne, will also aid our already very successful recru iting
campaign!

A typical day's routine consisted of breakfast at 0730hrs, depart
at 0815hrs and be in a resort and on the first lift by about
0900hrs. A full day's skiing with the odd stop for a hot chocolate
or a bowl of goulaschsuppe, a beer or two in the Keio bar at
Sonnenkopf and home for a hot shower and a quiet night in the
Sgt's Mess. The Mess is open to all visiting ranks and provides
an amazingly cheap watering hole. A beer is 80 cents, and a
bowl of soup and a main course knocked up by the duty chef will
set you back about ?3!
The weather throughout the week was fantastic - warm spring
days, blue skies and wall-to-wall sunshine and, although the local
resorts must have been sweating and praying for heavy snowfalls,
there was more than enough snow for a fantastic week's skiing.
Units swill soon be thinking about their plans for 2007 winter AT,
so a phone call to the British Embassy in Vienna or an email to
wendybarett@fco.goy.uk will set you off in the right direction.

co
RSM

The Regt has been busy over Christmas and New Year with
Christmas celebration, AT and sport. Not to mention hosting the
North Yorkshire Lord Lieutenant presentations held at RHO in
Middlesbrough. Congratulations must go to the 8 recipients from
34 Sig Regt who have been nominated for the Lord Lieutenant
certificates in recognition of their outstanding service. They are
as follows: SSgt Evans, SSgt Standing , Sgt Belt, Sgt
Bertram, Sgt Black, Sgt Ward , Sgt Ward, LCpl Jaskins and
Msn McColl.

HQ SQUADRON (V)

oc
SSM

oc
SSM

Maj Jenny Bowes
W02 Mark Alexander

EXERCISE YULE TIDE SPIRIT
The Regtl Christmas weekend was centred on trying new skills in
a civilian environment. Having taken over Strensall camp,
W02(SSM) Heather Taylor ably assisted by SSgt Catherine
Sproat and her band of merry men, set about converting the
cook house into a pirates' haven with festive spirit. Members of
the Regt could undertake a range of activities throughout the day
and although it was a little cold, it was thoroughly enjoyed by all.
Activities ranged from Clay Pigeon Shooting under the rather
watchful eye of Sgt Gary Openshaw, always on the look out for
potential members for the Regt Shooting Team. This however
did definitely not include members of RHO who managed to
waste more shots and clays than most, with cries of "Oh there it
is" being heard form the Adjt and "if I had seen it I would of hit it"
from the RSM. Water bombing with Maj Jenny Bowes proved
to be a highlight with Capt Shane Ferris getting wetter than
most without actually being any where near the targets. Capt
Simon Land and SSgt Tracey Downs managed to find an
available wall for climbing and although there were a few spider
men amongst the masses, there were a lot of slightly less able
individuals who were frequently seen dangling in mid-air looking
rather pale. For those not so keen on the physical challenges,
there were also the mental puzzles which vexed even SSgt
(FofS) Sanderson.

Lt Col DE Sixsmith TD
W01 (RSM) Legg

Maj Steve Wayman
W02(SSM) Heather Taylor

EXERCISE NORTHERN WORST ACES
Ex NORTHERN WORST ACES was a 34 Sig Regt ex which was
held in the Arlberg Region of Austria. Although it took the form of
a Basic Ski Proficiency course, all participants had some previous
ski experience and this meant that the ex flowed freely
throughout the week. Accn was in the Bundesheer barracks at
Nenzing - a small town about 30 mins drive from the resort of St
Anton. This was arranged under a reciprocal agreement between
the British and Austrian armed forces and is something more
Units should take advantage of. The deal allows British troops to
be accommodated in Austrian barracks and ski in some of the
world 's finest ski resorts - St Anton, St Christoph, ZOrs and Lech
- the latter being the playground of many of the world's rich and
famous. It presumably also allows Austrian troops to come to UK
and attend NBC courses, so it's touch and go who gets the
better of the deal.
The trip was organised by Sgt Luke Hitchen , under the
guidance of the Regtl AT Officer, Capt Les Wood . The party
travelled to Germany on 27 January and staged overnight at
Javelin Barracks, tucking into a great Thai meal that evening to
set them up for the onward journey the next day. Proving that
things can go right sometimes, the party also managed to RV
with the Chief Instructor, Capt Karen Ford on the Saturday
evening. Capt Ford had spent the last 9 months in Afghanistan
and was due to fly to Germany on the previous Wednesday. As
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The weekend was finished off with a pirate theme party and some
very interesting outfits were produced. Many did not recognise
Capt Daz Newton who was now a very familiar character from
"Pirates of the Caribbean". There were an array of very
interesting outfits from 49 Sqn members, including a cross

SSgt Tracey Downs and Capt Karen Ford enjoying the snow
and sunshine

often happens, though, her flight was delayed many times and
after 3 days in a freezing tent at Kabul airport, she finally left early
on the Saturday. After a tedious flight to Ramstein, followed by a
4 hr coach journey to JHQ, she arrived tired but mightily relieved
to have made the RV with hours to spare.
The pre-planning meant that the group arrived at the barracks
much earlier than the Austrian ROMS would have preferred, but
once apologies had been offered and accepted, a bonus half
day's skiing was achieved after eqpt had been offloaded and
hired ski kit had been acquired.
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Other 49 Sig Sqn Christmas events included a weekend in Hull
which was very well attended and saw the phrase "Who ate all
the chocolate?" being used when Sig 'MDF' Woods cleared the
draw of all the choccy prizes. Fifteen members of the Sqn also
attempted their own 'Dancing on Ice' in York with Sig Waterson
and Sig 'Nessy' Ness kitted out in their black tie fineries!
Congratulations to Mark Alexander on his promotion to W02
and SSM of 49 Sig Sqn

50 (NORTHUMBRIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

49 (WEST RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON (V)

34th (NORTHERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

dressing pirate costume from Sgt Gary Openshaw. Over all the
weekend was a huge success and thoroughly enjoyed by all.

W02(SSM) Alexander, SSgt Mason and Sgt Arnold in costume
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Maj SA Smith
W02(SSM) CA Phillips

REGIMENTAL FOOTBALL- by Sgt Mark Middlesmiss
34 Sig Regt has always been big on footbal l. The Regt spans
from as far as Newcastle in the North to Leeds in the South and
can normally enter 2 teams in most competitions, but unlike a
normal Regt with 200 and more soldiers, it's more like a small
civilian team with players who play for civilian clubs. These
players are in the TA and want to play Army football. So along
with the Regular and TA soldiers, although the numbers are small
the quality is normally very high. In the last year. SPSls and PSls
have gone through a big change in the Regt leaving football on
the back burner. The new Regt team manager, Sgt Luke
Hitchen and 50 Sig Sqn manager Sgt Mark Middlemiss have
tried pulling the teams together to get back to winning ways and
find new young players. Being a TA unit, the problem we have is
that the Regt works weekends and the TA soldiers have civilian
jobs through the week, so playing 11-a-side was proving very
difficult. We decided to enter a team in the Local 5-a-side league
at Stockton which is not only proving a challenge against high
quality civilian clubs but is also putting the Regt in the local eye.
Sgt Luke Hitchen was now filling his 'tactics book' up (which
he's looking to release in all good book stores soon) and finding
new players for our first 11 -a-side game - a friendly against 2
Sig Regt. Sgt Hitchen travelled down to York but I was sure
"Tactics Luke Hitchen" was forgetting something. Could it be
his Book? No he would never forget that. What about his
Manager's jacket? No, not that either. Or could it be the players
from 50 Sig Sqn? Yep! After we all make it down there, the new
strip comes out - along with some new players. We knew it
would be a hard game and with some mistakes from the defence
and no strike force whatsoever, we lost our first game 5 - 2.
. Although we lost, it was an eye opener not only to the players but
to the Manager on where people could play and where we
needed to improve. So with little time to prepare, the Manager
had to get some new players in as we had just been drawn for
our first game against 38 Engr Regt in the Minor Unit's Cup. With
some new players from the Regt and after some excellent games
in the 5-a-side league, with Lt Matt User moved from centre
defence to a new position in our strike force, we were very
confident. The game was at home, Sgt Hitchen had booked the
pitch at Catterick and had remembered all his team or so we
thought! We turned up to find we were being moved to a
different pitch. Thankfully the 38 Engr Regt team was already
there and while we got ready, the away team put the nets up,
which I've never heard of before.
34 Sig Regt took an early lead with a goal from Cpl Greg
Cairns. 38 Engr Regt came back not long after to make it 1 - 1
and then just before half time Sgt Mark Middlemiss catches the
goal keeper off his line and scored to make it 2 - 1. The first half
of the match had been very close and the second was no
different. They came back at us and after 10 mins levelled the
score. We managed to take the lead with another from Cpl Greg
Cairns making it 3 - 2 but the Sappers managed to pull 1t back
to 3 - 3 in the last 1O mins. Unusually, however we secured a win
in the last few mins, with an excellent winning goal and a hat trick
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from Super Greg Cairns. So 4 - 3 to
34 Sig Regt taking us to the semi
fi nals of the Minor Units Cup.
Well done to the whole team with
some excellent performances from Lt
Matt User, Sgt Neil Cansfield, Sgt
Dave Graham, Sgt Mark
Middlemiss, Cpl Gaz Robinson
and lets not forget Player I Coach I
Manager I Tactician, Sgt Luke
Hitchen.
Sgt Mark Middlemiss
keeping his eye on
the ball

The Regt now look forward to the
semi finals and some trg with
Hartlepool FC.

THE ROYAL SIGNALS (NORTHERN) BAND
Director of Music
Band NAPS

Capt TW Milford BA(Mus) LRSM
W02 DJ Crowther

a stone and stands probably as tall as the bergen she was

confusion and at least locally, a dearth
of C2. Like most plans, many
members of my Pl failed to survive
contact with the enemy and I ended up
in a reserve sect which was an
amalgamation of survivors.

carrying: and Musn Phillipa Matthews for digging in and
grinding out the last mile. All our best wishes go to Phillipa who
has now joined the Corps Band on a two year FTRS contract, a
great loss to the band.

The band also provided music for the annual presentation of Lord
Ueutenant's Certificates to long serving TA members. This was a
double event for the band as they also had 4 members receiving
certificates; Sgt Steve Ward , Sgt Tony Bertram, LCpl Helen
Jakstins and Musn Matty McColl .

High points were lots of ammo and
some pyrotechnics and there was
indeed lots of charging up and down
streets and ladders, hauling oneself
over fences and jumping over
obstacles.

To the delight of the audience at Brambles Farm Middlesbrough,
Her Majesty's Lord Lieutenant for North Yorkshire, Lord
Crathome in his guise as drummer, joined the band for a rousing
fi nale of "Amarillo" and "YMCA" Other highlights included the
unexpected dash, due to the unavailability of the Corps Band,
across to Javelin Barracks Elmpt for the annual WOs' and Sgts'
Mess Corps Dinner hosted by 7 and 16 Sig Regts.

We were all surprised to be given
breakfast in the middle of the battle
but, as soon as it became clear that
everything was stopping for this
important event, we gladly tucked into
hot 'Bacon and Beans'. How civilised!

-i-he bands huge transport bill was obviously justified, judging by
the very favourable comments to our stirring performance along
with the pipes.

The Bands MATT trg took place over the
weekend 13 - 15 October at Catterick Trg
Area. Our hosts were 201 (N) Field
Hospital M. whom the band has had a
close relationship for many years. Their
sp for mil trg is reciprocated with musical
sp at mess dinners and Christmas carol
concerts.

Everyone I spoke to after the ex
commented that it had been a
thoroughly enjoyable experience. It
was also hugely informative, making a
significant contribution to my
knowledge and I'm sure that of
everyone else who took part.

60 Squadron ready for Lydd

A total of 19 band members took part in
the weekend trg and the ranges
produced some dark horses, in particular
Musn Matty McColl (a Belfast ladQ,
who showed some outstanding
marksmanship qualities, defying his
advancing years.

more cadets than I'd ever seen in one place. I found it to be
superbly run and extremely well-conceived. Just how fortunate
we were to take part in this ex was underlined a week later in a
conversation I had with a SSM from another unit, who
commented that, as TA, 'You'll never get on those OBUA ranges
(such as Lydd] at the moment with all the build-up trg going on' to which I replied: 'Just been there, Sir! '

The CFT, always a worry for the
diminutive band members, especially the
ones more used to carrying Piccolos and
Clarinets on the march, was a triumph for

The village at Lydd has its origins in Northern Ireland trg and still
bears the marks of this: the Sinn Fein office, political street
murals and slogans everywhere and of course, adverts for
Guinness. Recently it's been modernised and to reflect current
ops.

rul.Sp~irumentionsho~dgo~bo~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

LCpl Helen Jakstins, who weighs all of

Smiles a/I-round on completion of the CFT

36th (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
co

Lt Col M Smith TD

RSM

W01{RSM) JF Lyons

The Regt has continued in the same vein as the previous few
months, preparing for and restructuring to the new 8805
establishment and a busy schedule of external inspections.
A few changes have taken place within the permanent staff with
the arrival of the new RSM, W01(RSM) Lyons from 16 Sig Regt
in D~ember and the arrival of Sgts McMurray and Wilkinson
in January. The Regt says a fond farewel l to Cpl Witts who
leaves us to begin a new career in the outside world.
Congratulations go to Sgt Pickard on his selection for promotion
to SSgt and by the next issue he will have left us for the long
drive up the A12 to 216 Sig Sqn.
The Regtl Chain of Command recently attended the 2 Sig Bde
study weekend in the East Midlands, where they attended a
number of very useful presentations and had the opportunity to
forge the Regt's links with other units within the Bde.
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I look forward to the other Mil Skills
exs of the year - if they're even hruf as
good as Ex COLD START!

60 (RBH) Signal Squadron
OC
SSM

Maj Knight
W02(SSM) Michael Egunjobi

EXERCISE COLD START - LYDD TRAINING CAMP
- by Sig A Washbrook
Our first ex of the year, Ex COLD START, took place 12 - 14
January. It was a Mil Skills ex, so I was looking forward to lots of
runn ing about, firing off countless rounds, getting really mucky,
and generally having a good time. It was also OBUA trg something I, and many of my comrades, hadn't experienced
before. But I had the positive idea that I should be expecting lots
of jumping through windows, charging up and down streets,
leaping over walls and poking my head gingerly around corners.
We were very pleased to join this ex and use one of the Army's
top trg facilities, the OBUA village at Lydd. My unit, 60 (RBH) Sig
Sqn of 36 Sig Regt, joined others for the ex from 31 Sig Regt, 39
Sig Regt and Inf units from The Londons and RAF, not to mention
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After forming up into pis, our weekend's trg began with a round
robin of 4 lessons: my Pl went initially to urban patrolling, where
we went through drills for exiting our SF base onto the street and
using cover afforded by the buildings and low walls. From there
to OBUA 1, where we covered the procedure for assaulting and
clearing buildings.
Somehow, I managed to participate in the practice-runs of both
my sect and another who were only minus-strength, which meant
the opportunity to try out different roles - and of course, double
the opportunities for jumping through windows! After this we
moved onto a lesson on Comms and foreign wpns. We started off
with a quick overview of how to use Airwave, followed by a talk
on some wpns we might find our enemy using: the Belgian FN,
SLR, AK47 and RPG.
As I'm not sufficiently long in the tooth to ever have used
anything but the SABO, I was interested to hear about these
wpns' capabilities and recognition features and the lesson was
enhanced by some decommissioned examples which were
passed around. OBUA2, the final lesson, covered other aspects
of clearing buildings and provided a final rehearsal for my sect, by
now raring to go.
We then moved on to the ex proper, which saw my Pl do stints
patrolling, on guard, as ORF and sleeping, and culminated in a
Coy attack on an enemy position. As the reserve Pl we arrived a
little after the break-in asslt and when everything had descended
into chaos. But then, things soon got going, albeit in utter

THE WIRE, APRIL 2007

Taking the training seriously
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6 at Swynnerton as the venue for the festivities and it turned out
to be extremely adaptable, providing lots of accn, a catering
facility and room for the bucking-bronco and disco. The weekend
started on Friday with a make shift bar being set-up in one of the
rooms for a few sociables upon arrival. Saturday was a round
robin of events with the gp spending the morning at the Tank
Simulator at Donnington - thanks to SSgt Andy Milton for
sorting that one out - and the afternoon was split between
orienteering and SSM Dave Neales mine awareness stand This
allowed the seniors to help set up the room for the evening
function where a wild-west theme was the order of the day. Sgt
Jo Kellard was the lead in making fake cacti and organising the
bucking-bronco, which went down a storm. Some people, Sig
David Nutt seemed a little too keen when riding and wouldn't
get off all night but the festivities were going on all over the
bunker until the early hours and everyone seemed to enjoy
themselves.

37th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col JW Cooper
W01(RSM) DE Cupit

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Riley
W02(SSM) Mansell

The picture shows Brig DA Hargreaves, Comd 2(NC) Sig Bde
presenting the VRSM to W02 (SSM) Tim Mansell for 23 years
service. W02 Mansell joined 67 (QOWWY) Sig Sqn as a Tech
and on promotion joined Sp Sqn as SSM in 2005.
His claim to fame was serving with 97 Sig Sqn for a 3 month op
tour in Bosnia in 2002 . This was the first time a TA unit had
completed an op tour in its own right.
During the Brig's visit, he had a tour of the facilities and took time
out to talk to the soldiers and see the various types of trg taking
place within Sp Sqn and finished off with a curry supper in the
Sqn Bar.

MacDonald and LCpl Paul Davie . LCpl Macdonald had an
interesting chopper ride cramming his 6'8" frame into a Gazelle,
whose pilot was celebrating his 3000th flyi ng hour in style. This
made the flight even more interesting as he was partial to a bit of
air sickness. His green face has now been replaced by a slightly
redder tinge.

TRADE TRAINING
Cpl Pet e Thomas and Cpl Sam Rignall assisted 40 Sig Regt
trg team in their first trade camp since joining 2(NC) Sig Bde.
Much fun was had in Edinburgh and they even managed to get
some instruction done. Congratulations to Sig Tony
Shakespeare on passing his Class 3 Electricians course complete with pipe of course.

QC
SSM

67 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc

Maj Bowden
SSgt Bellamy

Ex OYSTERCATCHER saw the Sqn split into 2 parts. Two CST
dets deployed to South Wales in sp of 160 Bde, while the
remainder were on Kingsbury Ranges for Ex SHOOTING BEAR.
Both exs were fi ne with no major hiccups. One of our CSTs even
got to do extensive research of the TESCO car park in Milford
Haven, which was a major highlight of the weekend .

We then joined the rest of the Regt on Ex REYNARDS REWARD
which is an annual Regt SAAM and inter-sqn competition. The
Sqns competed against each other on a variety of shoots, but
also on a PFT on the Sunday. The event was fiercely contested
but unfortunately we got pipped at the last and fi nished second.
It was a good effort and stands us in good stead looking forward
to Ex VIXENS CHALLENGE next year.
LCpl Sophie Powers returned from her 6 months in Bosnia as
part of 97 Sig Sqn. She enjoyed it immensely and gained a lot
from the experience. We're glad to have her smiling face back.

53 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Symmons
SSgt Thomas

The Sqn has deployed on 2 major exs in the last few months. The
first was the 2(NC) Sig Bde FTX - Ex HORSESHOE 6. An
excellent turnout was achieved, despite some members not being
able to attend due to the OTX in Gibraltar and various career
courses but some excellent trg was conducted.
The second major ex for the Sqn was Ex OYSTERCATCHER. This
saw a full deployment of the Sqn in sp of 160 (Wales) Bde in a
high level government led CCRF ex. Once again the Sqn was
able to prove its worth in its new role and some invaluable trg
was achieved by all, including concurrent trg for new recruits in
SSS.
A sad farewell to SSgt Steve Parry who is hanging up his beret
after many years of Regular and TA service. He was ably assisted
in running the signal stores by Cpl Andy Bevan who provided
tech and brew making sp, Cpl Sam Rignall, LCpl Stu
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strenuous challenge, all in the name of charity. The lads felt a
good sense of pride and achievement, not to mention sore feet.

96 SIGNAL SQUADRON

SSM

Brig Hargreaves presents W02(SSM) Tim Mansell with his VRSM

67 Squadron preparing for 25 mile tab for Children in Need

On 11 November we went over to Donnington to take part in a
split Regt weekend . Half of us went on the CPX trg while the
juniors took part in one day's trade trg . When this was finished
we deployed back home ready for the next day - Remembrance
Sunday. Sgt Nick Caswell was the sword bearer for this year's
parade as Sgt Ash Girdler couldn 't continue with the duty.

Maj Simon Jenner
W02(SSM) Andy Bennett

We would like to start by saying farewell to SSgt Mick
Robinson. He has achieved a lot since joining the Sqn back in
December 04, including being a major part in helping us to
become Champion Sqn in 2005 and organising a superb annual
camp in Okehampton. He returns to 18 (UKSF) Sig Regt where
his skills will be greatly appreciated. On that note, we have a
new PSI in the Sqn, SSgt Chris Moore from 1 (UK) Armd Div
HQ & Sig Regt in Germany. He managed to turn up just in time
to deploy on the Bde Camp and hasn't stopped since then.
Welcome to 37 Sig Regt. A big thank you to everyone who
helped make the Dining Out of Capt Jonathan Farmer, Capt
Andy Peploe, Capt Dave John and SSgt Mick Robinson such an enjoyable night. The food was superb, I guess the wine
was OK, I kept drinking it, and I think the variety of hats added an
amusing side to the night. Don't ask.
We took part in the Regt SAAM held at Pirbright. Unfortunately
for the Sqn we were only able to put out a few firers and so lost
any chance of making amends for our performance in the Sports
Day. Nevertheless the team that went out - Maj Simon Jenner,
Sig James Martin , Sig Luke Brindle and Sig Tim Slade did
us proud. As expected we didn't have any chance, especially
when we had big zeros on some shoots. The Saturday night was
a quiz in the bar and congratulations to 67 for winning that,
despite trying to help out my own Sqn. A few MATTs to finish the
weekend including the PFT rounded everything off nicely.
December as always hosts Ex COLD COMFORT, the Sqn's
Christmas function and ex weekend. This year we chose Bunker

It was also a first for SSgt Nick Ions, our new SPSI , who took
on the duties of parade marshal for the event. The SPSI stood in
on this task because the usual parade marshal, W02 Monty
Walker was representing the QOWWY Comrades Association at
Worcester cathedral.
The main event during November was the 'Children in Need'
charity event. This year the Sqn aimed to complete a tab from
Coventry to Stratford, a distance of just over 25 miles. To raise
the profile of the event, the Sqn appeared on TV during the
'Children in Need' show. Money was raised by sponsorship prior
to the event and by collecting money along the route. Although
the total is still not finalised it looks as if we will have raised close
to £5000 for the charity. And talking of charity, LCpl 'Frosty'
Frost was quoted: "It has to be the first time in my army career
that I have ever seen an SQMS giving out free kit" .
This was his reaction to SQMS, SSgt 'Ravinelli' Robertson
giving out free balloons to children on completion of the event.
All in all it was a very good effort from the Sqn completing the
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LANYARD TROPHY
Congratulations to the members of the Lanyard Trophy Team who
complet ed the gruelling 40-mile tab across the Brecon Beacons
in a time of 17hrs 23mins. The aim of the team was just to
complete the course, and with the forecast scheduling a lot of
rain, it was looking like a lot more grit and determination would
be needed. The 0530hrs start was not a pleasant one but exciting
none the less, with 258 people on the hillside above the Storey
Arms in the dark wearing head torches and carrying cylumes it
was a site to behold.
3 members of the team had blisters by Checkpoint 1 and things
didn't look promising, and to add to their misery, the rain came
and stayed till Checkpoint 5. With people sufferi ng quite badly by
this point, it was a welcome surprise to find a medic offering his
services in taping up feet. It was also the point at which we had
the weigh-in of the bergens to ensure no cheating was
happening . We soon discovered that the rain had increased the
weight of our bergens up to 50lbs plus and we were far from
being underweight. With people feeling stronger now that their
aches and pains had been sorted, it was a case of pushing on to
Checkpoint 7. As we hadn't recced the final few stages, it was
the last place we knew the route to. Checkpoints 7 to the end
proved very painful and took us 2 hours longer than anticipated a major morale sapper for many of us. It wasn 't until we could
feel the end approaching that the mood lifted slightly and people
discovered a little more energy to make the final push.
A huge relief to finish , and even more so that we finished with the
10 men we started with. Only 6 of 29 teams managed this feat.
Our final position in the TA competition was Runners Up to 43 Sig
Sqn, who came in around 90 mins ahead of us. We collected our
· completion certificates and also the Runners Up glass tankards.
We were extremely happy with our performance but feel we can
win the TA competition next time around. Watch out for us next
year.

38th SIGNAL REGIMENif
(VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col AD Smith MBE TD
W01 (RSM) M Simcock

46 SIGNAL SQUADRON
After many years of service to 46 Sig Sqn, Maj John Pearson
was dined-out in style by the Sqn on Saturday 13 January 2007 .
The evening was a formal mess function , with the seniors and
officers in Mess Dress and the juniors in black tie. For many of
the junior soldiers, it was their first taste of the goings on at a
formal mess function , although the seniors and officers did retire
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briefly to their Mess for the 'sneaky beaky' stuff that happens
behind closed doors!
The sumptuous 5 course meal was created by our Chefs, Sgt
John Simpson and LCpl Sarah Dyche. The main theme of the
meal being alcohol with a fusion of food to balance the palate. It
was especially nice to see Cpl Amanda Bettany pouring
everybody's juicy leftovers from the 'Pineapple in Port' directly
into her glass. Waste not, want not!
The junior soldiers were briefed before the meal on Mess
etiquette. The most important rule being that at no time duri ng
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the meal were they to leave the table. Towards the end of the
main course, one or two of the juniors were looking a bit
uncomfom.ble. Luckily for them, W02(SSM) Andy Harding was
somewhat caught short himself and was forced to call a comfort
break. though it was more :'ke a 30m dash from where I was
sitting.

speeches and a first rate band, which naturally led to lots of
'dancing like no one was watching'. In all the day was
spectacular and we wish them every happiness in their new life
together.

Throughout the meal we were entertained by an excellent
vocalist, Jackie, her sultry tones set the mood exactly right.
After dinner we let Disco Dave loose to do his stuff until the wee
hours, which helped to top off a fantastic evening.

REMEMBRANCE WEEKEND VISIT TO PERONNE
- by Sgt S D Burke

Prior to the function, the Sqn held a range and CBRN (Chemical,
Biological, Radiological and Nuclear defence trg) day at
Whittington Ranges. Sqn members took advantage of the
facilities to gain a valuable pass in the both their bounty qualifying
shooting and CBRN MATis. Its still amazes me how keen the
guys are at taking in that horrible CS in the chamber. Lungs were
filled and contents of stomachs were emptied. Luckily they had
the big meal to look forward to later in the day.

64 SIGNAL SQUADRON

In contrast to the rest of the year, December saw relatively little in
the way of work for the Sqn, with only 2 Tuesday nights and 2 trg
weekends available due to the extended Christmas stand down.
December was filled with the usual raft of Christmas parties and
naturally, the Padre's Christmas carol service.
The Officers' Mess enjoyed another successful Christmas party
with over 100 members and guests attending. After an excellent
Christmas dinner prepared by W02 Andy Medley and SSgt
Melanie Widdows, the Mess members enjoyed live music from
a band until the small hours.
The first trg weekend of 2007 took place over the weekend of the
19 - 21 January. The weekend was split into 2 exs, Ex WHITE
WINTER designed to test the comd sp teams and Ex HALLAM
RESPONSE designed to test the Sqn Comd teams. Both exs
allowed everyone involved to blow away the cobwebs after nearly
6 weeks away from the job.
The Sqn is now looking forward to a busy 2007.
On 6 January 2007, Capt Ian Walker and Capt Emily Clay
married at All Saints Church, Mattishall, Norfolk. Not even the
slightly inclement weather could have damped the mood of
everyone who attended. Padre Sean Robertshaw gave one of
his now trademark wedding sermons which certainly got a few
laughs and caused a few eyebrows to be raised.
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with wreaths being offered on behalf of Blackburn with Darwen
Borough. Cou~cil, and from the officers and soldiers of 93 (East
Lancashire) Sig Sqn. A wreath was also laid on behalf of 4
LAN CS. The service was attended by veterans of the French
Army including soldiers who had campaigned in Vietnam Laos
and Cambodia during the days of French occupation. Th~
national anthem was sung by a choir of junior school pupils at the
end of which doves of peace were released.

The year 2006 marked the 90th anniversary of the First Battle of
the Somme. Battle commenced on 1 July 1916, following a
week-long barrage of the German lines. Combined British and
French Armies stepped out of their trenches and went on the
attack. The planning, the preparation, and the asslt were on a
scale previously unseen, and Allied comds confidently expected a
rapid breakthrough. However, appalling British losses on the first
day meant that few objectives were reached.

On Friday 10 November 2006, to commemorate the 90th
anniversary of the Battle, a small delegation representing the City
of Blackburn with Darwen Borough Council was invited to
Peronne as honoured guests of the City. The visit also coincided
with Remembrance Weekend, and tributes would be made to the
war dead of all the combatant nations. The recurring theme of the
weekend was conciliation and peace.
The delegation was headed by the Deputy Mayor, Cllr Maureen
McGarvey, who was accompanied by her husband Patrick. An
Army contingent was included in the delegation comprising Sgt
Steve Burke and LCpl Russ Butler, both of 93 (East
Lancashire) Sig Sqn and CSgt Jeremy McGrath, representing
4th Duke of Lancaster's Regt, all stationed in Blackburn.
The party flew from Manchester to Paris, where we were met by
Bernard Leguillier, a retired English teacher and First World
War historian, who acted as our interpreter and guide for the
weekend. An hour later we were shown to our accommodation in
Peronne - a small hotel built into the side of the town's
fortifications. After a very agreeable lunch we assembled in the
Town Hall with another delegation from the German town of
Altena, which is also twinned with Peronne.
In the town hall we were received by the Mayor of Peronne, and
his colleagues from the Council. We then walked the short
distance to the 'Historial de la Grande Guerre. ' This is a
celebrated museum dedicated to the ordinary soldiers of all
armies that participated in The Great War. After our tour of the
Historial we returned to the Town Hall, where we joined a group
of young French and German students in 'the Blackburn Room',
for a general discussion on the topic of peace. This was followed
by a reception, which included an exhibition of photographs and
local artwork depicting Peronne in the Great War.

Sgt Steve Burke and LCp l Russ Butler at Peronne Cenotaph

The procession then wound its way to the 'Space Mac Orlan' not a fast food outlet as we thought but rather the local concert
hall. Here, speeches were made by the respective mayors, each
one appealing for peace and understanding amongst nations. We
were then treated to a novel play focusing on the tragedy of war.
This was followed by a performance by a local youth orchestra of
60 musicians, and a choir of some 200 schoolchildren.

Capts Walker and Walker cut their wedding cake

After the service the reception was held at Hunter's Hall where
guests were treated to a first class meal, heartfelt and humorous
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Hi, I am Sig Ricky Griffiths also known as Griff. I've been in
the TA about 1 year now, and have learnt many new skills and
trades. In September 2006, I was offered a chance of a lifetime,
to go sailing around the south coast of Australia for 3 months,
going from Perth to Sydney and taking part in one of the most
famous sailing races in the world, the Sydney-Hobart Race. So I
decided to go for it and left the UK for Perth in November.

Our first stop was at Albany, Western Australia where we arrived
on the evening of 25 November, did some maint on the boat and
set off again on the afternoon of 27 November. Our second stop
was at Portland, Victoria where we only stopped for 8 hours to
buy food and complete a couple of minor jobs on the boat before
heading off again. Our next leg took us through the Bass Strait
between South Australia and Tasmania, and then on up to
Sydney. Throughout the journey we worked hard to learn how to
sail the big yacht and how to get the best out of her so that we
would be prepared for the Sydney-Hobart Race.

Once again the underlying theme of the presentation was peace
and forgiveness . This was reinforced when, during the playing of
the European National Anthem, members of a re-enactment
society, dressed in period uniforms representing French, British
and German soldiers, linked arms as a demonstration of alliance.
On the morning of 12 November, we visited the 'Circuit of
Memory'. This consisted of a brief tour of the main battlefield
sites. At Rancourt we visited the French Army cemetery (8,567
graves) and the German Army cemetery (11,422 graves). We
visited the monumental Thiepval Memorial dedicated to the
British missing of the Somme (73,357 who have no known
graves); the colossal Lochnagar Crater - detonated at the start of
the battle - and the Newfoundland Park Memorial at Beaumont
Hamel where the battlefield is preserved in perpetuity. We then
returned to Peronne for a farewell lunch before saying our au
revoirs, and heading back to Paris Airport.
As a signaller, the various phases of our visit made me realise the
power of effective comms. Once British troops on the Somme
advanced from their trenches their comds depended chiefly on fd
telephones and runners for the passage of information. But fd
telephone lines were susceptible to shellfire and runners became
casualties as soon as they moved. Without effective comms, the
comds could neither reinforce success nor halt disaster as the
battle went on. As a result, the lives of thousands of young men,
"the flower of British youth" were lost and the attack stalled.
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The next morning, Saturday 11 November, Mass was held in
Peronne Cathedral, where the national anthems of France,
Germany and Great Britain, were played. After the service, a
procession through the streets led to the city's Garden of
Remembrance, where those who had given their lives for France
are commemorated. The wreath-laying ceremony then took place,

SIG GRIFFITH'S STORY - by Sig Ricky Griffiths

Having arrived safely in Perth, we all met up on 21 November and
saw our yacht Adventure for the first time. We spent 4 days there
preparing the boat and ourselves, before setting off on our long
journey to Sydney. The first day was OK, but I was slightly sea
sick because of the spag bol, well that's what I keep telling
myself. I learnt so much on that day, especially from Sgt
Michael-James Holt, known as Windy MJ , and Cpl Amanda
Giltrow, including how to steer the boat, put sails up and take
them down, as well as how to cook at sea for a hungry crew.

Undeterred, the Allies continued to chip away at the heavily
defended German strongholds and the offensive ground on
relentlessly for 4 months. The resulting casualties, on both sides,
were unsurpassed. Although the Battle of the Somme was an
overall Allied victory, the gain was small in return for such heavy
losses in manpower and material. The long casualty lists reported
in the press had a great impact on families the length and breadth
of Britain.
Many of the old Lancashire regiments, including some from the
Blackburn area, were committed to the Battle of the Somme, and
they suffered grave losses. The City of Peronne, in the heart of
the Somme, was left in ruins at the end of hostilities, but it was
rebuilt and is now twinned with Blackburn .

to Sydney. The leg also included competing in the prestigious 628
nautical mile Sydney-Hobart Race. Capt Abby Parkinson, our
Adjt, was on Leg 6 from Sydney to Wellington, New Zealand.

Mercury Challenge is a round the world sailing exped organised
and crewed by members of the Royal Corps of Signals. The
voyage is split into 1O legs, lasting between 2 and 6 weeks, each
with a crew of 14. 38 Sig Regt was fortunate to secure berths for
2 of its Sheffield pers. Sig Ricky Griffiths on Leg 5 along the
south and up the south east coasts coast of Australia, from Perth
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Sig Ricky Griffiths at the helm in the Bass Straight

When we arrived in Sydney we had 9 days in and around the
harbour for some well-earned rest, sightseeing, sail repairs, boat
maintenance and <' days of pre-race work-up sailing.
There was a lot of press interest in Adventure and the other race
competitors while 1n Sydney. Adventure featured in one press
article concerning what food the crews will be eating during the
race. ABN AMRO are on 3 freeze dried meals a day, no coffee
and a bar of chocolate. Adventure on the other hand is eating a
scientific blend of complex carbohydrates and protein. In other
words, tonight we are having curry and rice.
We had Christmas dinner on a beach, a barbecue instead of the
traditional turkey dinner and spent the rest of the day surfing,
playing soccer, and checking out some of the local scenery. We
had to take it easy though as the Rolex Sydney-Hobart Race was
due to start the following day.
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The race started at 1300 hrs on Boxing Day and we got a good
start, avoiding trouble with the other 77 yachts in the race as we
passed out through the heads (the entrance to Sydney Harbour)
with spectator boats packed on both sides and other race boats
to windward and let:!ward of us. The seas were confused and the
breeze coming and :;oing over the headlands, but they were
enough to push Ad'lenture along at a fair pace, overtaking other
yachts as we went.
That night, the fleet encountered strong winds and big seas
which resulted in 5 automatic lifejacket inflations, a bruised back
and an injured shoulder on Adventure. By dawn the winds had
eased to about 25 knots and we had covered about half the
distance to Hobart.
The next excitement
came at 0931 hrs when
we heard a mayday call
over the radio from the
Koomooloo , a 38 year old
classic wooden-hulled
yacht which had
competed twice for the
Admiral's Cup and which
had won the SydneyHobart Race in 1968. The
yacht 's hull has split open
after falling off a big wave
and was taking in water.
Our skipper Maj Charles
Roberts recorded her
The crew of Koomooloo bailing to
position and calculated
stay afloat
that we were only 8 miles
away and immediately
decided we would go and rescue them. It took about 40 mins to
reach the Koomooloo. When we got there we fou nd her lying low
in the water running downwind in a 3 to 4 m swell with breaking

seas. The crew were bailing hard to keep her afloat. By this time
a police launch was heading to the scene but would not arrive for
a few hrs and there were press and rescue helicopters overhead.
It was difficult for the rescue helicopter to assist due to the mast
and rigging and it would have been too dangerous to bring the 50
ton steel-hulled Adventure alongside the wooden-hulled
Koomooloo. In the end, after consultation over the radio it was
decided that they would abandon ship and transfer to Adventure
by life raft. The wind drifted to life raft across to Adventure and
when we got them on board we tried to make them as
comfortable as possible.
We were then instructed to head towards shore to shorten the
distance for the police launch. The rescued crew were clearly
shaken by their experience as they watched their yacht gradually
getting lower in the water and slipping away. However, a couple
of hours later, when we met up with the police launch, they had
recovered sufficiently to get in a few jokes about t he cricket
results before we transferred them over.

the first sleep they had all weekend, and people were seen falling
asleep whilst eating! We still had to stag on through the night,
but at least now it had stopped raining.
With a good night's rest, it was time to set of for the dawn attack
'
with everyone carrying plenty of pyro and ammo. As battle
commenced, the enemy again were being pushed back and
eventually Col Le Treen was cornered on a train. The train was
stormed and the Col captured, looking remarkably like our very
own trg SSgt. Pockets of enemy held out but with one final push
the enemy was destroyed, with a few casualties on the way, who
were covered in fake blood thanks to a few over enthusiastic OS.
The battle over the clean up began. Then the coach was a
welcome sight as it meant it was time to go home and sleep for
the rest of the day! A special thanks to SSgt Daniels from 94
Sig Sqn for an excellent and well-planned weekend.
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Once this was over, we set course for Hobart and resumed the
race. We crossed the Bass Straight in 10-15 knot winds and
finished the race without further incident 4 days and 6 mins after
crossing the start line in Sydney.

oc

After we were given back 5 hrs to compensate for the time spent
on the rescue, our position on the leader board shot up to 5th in
our Div and 21st overall out of the 78 starters. In addition,
Adventure was awarded the Rani Trophy for the most meritorious
performance as judged by the race committee and the Polish
Trophy for the furthest distance travelled during the race. Not bad
for a bunch of amateur sailors with a mixture of novices and
experienced sailors in a yacht configured for cruising, not racing

The welcome to Caerwent trg area was as so often in the past,
dark, wet and windy. Having marched into the SF base, we all
waited for the arrival of the other units.

SSM

Maj I Sainsbury
W02(SSM) Newby

EXERCISE COLD START - by Lt Doherty

By midnight, all were assembled, and I had the unusual pleasure
of commanding a reinforced pl of 35 troops. Once we had sorted
out the ORBAT, we had an 0 Gp (interrupted by an inconvenient
stand to), and then out into the fd.

Having sailed back to Sydney at a more leisurely pace it was time
for us to hand over to the crew for Leg 6 to Wellington, New
Zealand. During the adventure of a lifetime we sailed 2,800 miles.
I would recommend it to anyone!

An "injured" Sig Paulson seems well recovered after treatment
from the 243 Field Hospital Detachment

After a challenging morning racing round responding to a series
of contacts, we had a brief int erlude to regroup, and then an
afternoon spent attacking the 'Bastille'.
With the weather picking up, we spent a restful night in a cow
barn, before setting off for the now standard dawn attack.
Again, the guys did us proud, and with bags of enthusiasm,
energy and ammo, we won the day. All that remained was to pick
up the brass from the thousands of rounds that we had got
through ...

40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
ARMY

39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
Lt Col JS Adams

RSM

W01(RSM) CS Tucker

The Regt welcomed the initial visit of the new Comd 2(NC) Sig
Bde, Brig DA Hargeaves on Tuesday 9 December 2006. After
an initial brief on the Regt by the CO, the Comd visited all depts
of the TA Centre finishing his tour by presenting the First Clasp to
the VRSM to W01 (SVWO) Dickie Lee and the VRSM to Sgt
Mike Stawrowski.

HEADQUARTERS (NORTH SOMERSET YEOMANRY)
SQUADRON
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Maj CM Dawes TD
W02(SSM) MKS White

The start of the New Year and the Sqn continues to develop
under the careful watch of the OC and SSM who have kept us
extremely busy with the main focus on recruiting and retention.
In addition the shooting team continues to train in preparation for
this year's TA Skill at Arms Competition.

EXERCISE COLD START - by Ctn Ali Tibbatts
Due to the hurricanes in the week building up to Ex COLD START,
we were probably expecting to have the weekend called Ex 'Wet
Start' . Crossing the Severn Bridge on our way to the Caerwent
Trg area, it looked like it definitely might be a wet weekend.
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RSM

Lt Col Fred Whichelo
W01(RSM) Littlefield

The 2 teams comprised LCpl Dana Jamkson and Pte Tug
Wilson in Team 1 and LCpl Flo Conlane and Pte Jennings in
Team 2. Unfortunately other chefs were unavailable as they were
supporting their own Sqn trg weekends.
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SSM
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On reaching the trg area, we were split into 3 sects. Sect 1 was
made up from 57 Sqn pers while Sect 2 was formed mainly from
HQ Sqn under the lead of our own Cpl Polly Parrett. We were
joined by an Arty unit from Bristol which then made up Sect 3.
We set off on a short march to our harbour area for our long night
and waited for 94 Sig Sqn, a Med Unit and another Arty unit.

oc
PSAO
SSM

Maj 'Monty' Montgomery
Capt 'KB' Kirkham-Brown
W02(SSM) Holmes

EXERCISE MONTY'S REVENGE
Once every one had turned up, it was time for the safety brief,
pyro demonstration and the issue of kit and ammo - some of the
luckier people getting a GPMG for the weekend! As people
started getting squared away, stags were set and a routine
established. Almost immediately we had our fi rst stand-to when a
mysterious white van appeared and fired upon us. After a fierce
fire fight, a patrol lead by Cpl Lee Jones was sent out in search
of the enemy, but they had run off and with our position
compromised it was time to leave. It didn 't take long for us to
come into contact again and around 1OOOhrs on Saturday
morning, while having a short breather and replenishment of
ammo and water, we were attacked again . As we pushed from
house to house, we finally seemed to get rid of the enemy. By
1400hrs the fighting had stopped and most people tried to get
some sleep and food . Our first real casualty, LCpl Tom Watson
was casevaced with a twisted ankle!
Our peace didn't last long as we set off to attack the enemy
stronghold - known as "The Bastille". After a long fire fight, the
enemy again made a hasty retreat and our main enemy target,
"Col Le Treen", had managed to get away. With the enemy
gone for the time being, it was time to go to our new harbour
point for the night to get some well -earned sleep; for some it was
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Ex MONTY'S REVENGE was a 66 Sp Sqn ex which took place
over the weekend 26 - 28 January 2007. The ex was a long
overdue opportunity for Sp Sqn to get together and conduct sqn
and dept level trg. With that in mind, each dept produced a
programme. Most had detailed plans, while the Sqn stole some
of their valuable time for the more mundane but essential tasks
such as Wpn Handling tasks, wpn cleaning, Sqn briefings and the
like. There was even time to fit in a MATT or two under the expert
tuition and testing of the Regtl Medic, SSgt Ken Blair and our
stalwart on the CBRN front, Cpl Burgess. A short summary of
each depT activity is below.

The teams were presented with a 10 man ration pack, some fresh
supplement and given a tight timeframe to plan, cook and
present a 3 course meal for 30 pers. After an initial 'Even
Masterchef get more time than this', the teams got stuck in and
under the watchful eye of the catering management (and
everyone else hungry enough and 'just passing by'), the 2 teams
presented their wares! The management team were
supplemented by the QM , Capt Bob Pye, the OC, Maj
Montgomery and the RQMSM, W02(RQMS) Clasper. The

MASTERCHEF - NOT!
Ready, Steady, Cook, the F Word and all other top cookery shows
must have missed thousands of their regular viewers due to a
clash with Ex FIELD FRYER 2. The TA chefs from 40 Sig Regt M
held their fd cookery challenge on Saturday 27 January in order
to improve their cookery skills and use of fd eqpt. The day was
supervised by the 107 (Ulster) Bde Catering WO, W01 D
Templar and the Regtl Catering WO, W02 Charlie Milligan.
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Pte Wilson - Watch those fingers!
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menus were amazing with dishes that defied the OAP contents
list, but in the end there could be only one winner and Team 1
were successful. They 1aceived their reward of gift vouchers for
Eason (did not know there was a vodka called Eason?) and
everyone else received the prize of a supdrb lunchtime meal. The
RCWO complimented the chefs on their efforts, presentation and
quality of food and the chefs received valuable trg for the
forthcoming Bde catering competition.

VEHICLES - WE HAVE NO VEHICLES! OR THE LADS
FAVOURITE WHINGE!
The Regtl LAD has not had the chance to ex their skills recently
due to a heavy Regtl trg programme. This weekend was
therefore seen as an excellent chance for them to get down to
some serious cap badge trg. Although a less formal programme,
the current Regular 'Tiffy', SSgt Simon Sykes had ensured that
sufficient work had been arranged to guarantee the whole team
had something to ex their minds. Veh repairs, safety tests, docs
and new workshop procedures were all undertaken under the
watchful eye of W02(AQMS) Mccardle. Cpls Robin Baker
and Albert ensured the Regtl vehs were well looked after and
kept Cpls Blair and Johnston in their places! Cpl Baker,
despite his own wheelchair being in the LAD for repair, also
managed to squeeze in the semi-final of the TA Cup holding the
Rangers to a close 8 - 0 win - for them!

fd , it was essential they begin to train in some neglected skills
such as Op Map Marking, ADC duties and the like. Maj Ian
Kyle, the RAO M assisted OC Sp Sqn in covering all the basics
and explaining their new role in the fd. Sgt Arlene McKeeman,
Cpl Jude Agnew and Cpl John Shaw absorbed all the
information they received and threw a few grenades into the
lesson to test the knowledge of the OC himself! Thanks fo lks!
They all agreed it was excellent trg but trg which needs to be
repeated on a regular basis if they are to keep up the skills levels
requ ired.
Overall, it was a superb weekend with the right amount of work
and play. All attendees had the chance to catch up on some long
overdue admin and partake in some excellent sqn and dept trg .
The feedback was very favourable with the only negative
comment being that we do not do this more often! We now look
forward to our AT in June.

Phonetic Alphabet and decided to make up his own. The letter I
tor India became Indigo and the letter L for Lima became Limo
so we all came to the conclusion that Cpl Sims should just sti~k
to his own trade as an electrician driver.
The evening trg was a bit of a change when Cpl Burgess put us
through our paces in Basic Life Support (BLS), i.e. Unconscious
Casualty Breathing and Unconscious Casualty Not Breathing and
to watch Cpl Young give rescue breaths as if he was trying to fill
the lungs of an elephant was quite funny, when on the other hand
you had Sig Boyd who thought he was resuscitating a mouse.

SSM

Maj TA Woods
W02 Rankin

EXERCISE JOINT VENTURE - 26 to 28 JANUARY 2007
Ex JOINT VENTURE was a 69 Sig Sqn ex to bri ng both Limavady
and Belfast Dets together for Sqn trg and team bonding over the
course of the weekend.

We also had Sgt Chambers teaching Battlefield Casualty Drills
(BCD) which was a bit of an eye opener for the younger members
of the Sqn who couldn 't believe you had to stand back, check for
danger, triage the casualties and then after all that get out a Flip
Chart Book and read it as you treat the casualty. (What's that all
about?)
So onto Sunday's trg were the Sqn was broken down into 4
sects. There was Sect 4 called The Really Bad Drivers', who
needed Driver Fam to qualify them to drive the Land Rover 11 O
which lasted all morning with 3 member's of 211 ACT Sqn
coming down from Londonderry to put them through their paces
and some red lights or hedges and then we had Sgt Chambers'
Section 1 called 'The Old and Bold'. SSgt Palmer's Section 2
called 'The Nearly Old and Not so Bold' and finally Cpl
Patterson's Section 3 called 'The Winners Take All' .

ELECTRICIAN CLASS 3 TO 2 UPGRADING
Under the ever watchful eye of the Sqn PSI , SSgt Mark Wilcock
and LCpl Derek Hutchinson, 7 Regtl Class 3 Electricians
undertook their Class 3 to 2 upgrading exams. The trg covered
all aspects of theory through to practical assessment on Regtl
eqpt. Students were also introduced to the new FEPS and
FEPDS eqpt being slowly introduced to the Regt.

The weekend started on Friday night with the Sqn all completing
their Matrix Tests in preparation for driver trg on the Sunday.
Then there was a briefing for everyone on Saturday's trg . This
took place at Magilligan Trg Centre with the morning activities
being Det Drills, setting up and tuning a HF Clansman 32 1, PU
12m Mast and everyone's favourite antenna and their different
types.

We had our briefing that morning , split into sect and went to our
respective stands which were, a Land Rover wheel change
Command Task with Lt Farmer, reversing a Land Rover 110 and
3A ton trailer being guided with SSgt Gamble and my Sect's
personal favourite, Blind Folded Communicative Driving with
SSgt Ritchie.
Lt Farmer's wheel change stand started well until he found out
that he had left out the wrong wheel brace to fit the wheels, just
as well he doesn't have to drive very often being an officer. (Only
joking sir!)

Congratulations go to LCpl Craig Manson, Sig Colgan and Sig
Paul Youll on successfully completing the course criteria and
becoming Class 2 tradesmen. For the other members of the
course, it was a worthwhile weekend as they are now fully
competent users of the new eqpt.

SSgt Gamble's Land Rover and trailer reversing stand wasn 't
too bad for some of us old hands but for some of the more junior
members of the Sqn reversing proved to be all to much.

TECHNICIAN TRAINING
SSgt Ritchie's Communicative driving stand was a hard stand to
complete because the driver had no idea when the Land Rover
had started to move, which was why you needed good
communication between you and the person giving directions (the
only person to stall the Land Rover all day was Cpl Sims).

The small but merry band of techs available (others being with
their own Sqns for the weekend), gathered at Clonaver Park for a
good weekend getting stuck into WAN and LAN design.
Following the change of role from Euromux to 2 Sig Bde eqpts,
the emphasis is now very much on IT skills. This is one of the
basic building blocks to help them understand the new REEBOK
eqpt they will soon be playing with (is there a hammer to repair
REEBOK?) SSgt Bob Buckingham covered all the basics and
then conducted some practical trg on his vast pool of 'acquired'
eqpt.
Meanwhile, Sgt Denis Stewart and our Regular Tech, Sgt Neil
McConnell, saw to it that the techs exercised the brain cells with
Cisco routers, networking principles and the like. All the lessons
seemed to be well received and in particular by Cpl Marty
Hanna who was last seen running off to extinguish the smoke
erupting from his head following a heavy session on sub netting.
An excellent, if mind blowing weekend and they hope for many
more (sad or what!)

CLERK TRAINING
The select few who managed to make it for the weekend certainly
had their hands (and notebooks and brains) full. Following a long
but essential session on JPA organised by the RAO, Capt
Christine Woodrow, the senior clerk, Sgt Debbie Wolfe
assembled her merry men and women, for some additional trg.
Due to the need now for the clerks to provide sp to the HQ in the
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SSM

Maj Ian Craig
W02 Johnston

A cold, windy but sunny December afternoon greeted the intrepid
orienteers of 40 Sig Regt as they assembled in Lady Dixon Park
on the southern outskirts of Belfast for the annual Regtl
Orienteering Championships. This year's event, organised as ever
by Capt David Wilson (21C 85 Sqn), took the form of a score
competition, with competitors seeking to find up to 19 controls of
varying difficulty and value within a strict 60 min time limit. Some
38 competitors volunteered to test their mettle against the clock,
not to mention the mud formed by a week of persistent rain.
After a brief introduction to the art of orienteering, the
competitors were let loose in a mass start, each free to pick the
route that best matched their abilities, if not their aspirations.
Judging by the number of times certain individuals ran past the
car park, it would appear that some of these routes were more
efficient than others, but such is the joy of orienteering.
Unfortunately, just as the organisers were starting to enjoy the
peace and serenity of the newly deserted car park, their down
time was rudely interrupted by the return of the first competitor
after only 43 mins. As befits a man who likes to lead from the
front, it was of course the CO, Lt Col Fred Whichelo; however,
he had less than a minute to savour his win before the first
female, 2Lt Lindsay Fulton of 85 Sqn, also crossed the line.
Thereafter, the finishers came in thick and fast, led by OC 69 Sqn,
Maj Andy Woods and the RSM, W01 Littlefield. Special
mention should go to: the veterans of the Ops Team, Majs Robin
Finlay and Barry Skinner, who left their zimmer frames at home
but left the younger generation behind as they covered all the
controls and still made it to the finish with 40 secs to spare; LCpl
Pete Ferguson and Sig Simon Kirk of 85 Sqn, the only junior
ranks to visit all 19 controls, who showed that the younger
generation of whippets can read maps nearly as well as they can
run; and the very non-whippet-like second-place female, Sgt
Wendy Cush of 66 Sp Sqn, who reminded everyone that
orienteering is as much about quickness of thought as it is
fleetness of foot.

CELTIC WARRIOR 3 - by Sgt McConnell

The afternoon's trg took place in the form of a Voice Procedure
Ex for the students with 5 call signs for them and YofS Wolf
having his own to control the serials. The ex was based on
messages with civilian disaster text and Main Supply Routes
(MSR) being given names of types of fish . This would have
worked OK if the students hadn't used their initiative, and come
to the conclusion that YofS Wolf had made typing errors in the
text of the serial - so they changed MSR Carp to Car and MSR
Cod to Code. (We are always telling the troops to use there
initiative and think for them selves and when they do, it was at a
time that we didn't want them to).
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·Miraculously, everyone managed to make it to the finish and so
nobody faced the ignominy of a negative score (though some
came pretty close). In the team competition, some strong
performances looked like pushing the trophy towards 66 Sp Sqn
but ultimately the stipulation that at least one qualifying score had
to be from a female ensured that 85 Sqn won the day.
Congratulations to all who participated in a close-run and
enjoyable event.

SSgt Gamble supervising LCpl Swindell tightening one of the
bottom guy ropes of a PU 12m mast with Cpl Booth looking on
and Sig Clyde looking at something far more interesting

Then we had Cpl Sims, his VP was good, offering long
messages and so on until he had to spell a word using the

85 (U and AA) SIGNAL SQUADRON

REGIMENTAL ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS 9 DECEMBER 06 - by Capt David Wilson

69 (NIH) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc

The Sqn trg weekend was a great weekend with some good trg
for all members and a good chance for all to bond and get to
know each other better. Point to note, Sect 3 'The Winners Take
All' came joint 2nd in the competition on Sunday.

Here we have Cpl Sims, Cpl Patterson, LCpl Swindell and
LCpl Murray all watching on as the only Sig in the section
does all the hard work, poor lad
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On 12 January 2007, a few brave men and women of the Regt
turned up at Clonaver Park to attend the first weekend ex of the
year, the aptly named CELTIC WARRIOR. This was the third
CELTIC WARRIOR weekend and was organised by 85 Sig Sqn
SPSI SSgt Dale King. The plan of action was for around 80 TA
pers (not counting DS) from all the Sqns to meet up at Clonaver
Park, and from there head to Belfast ferry port to catch the
2200hrs HSS ferry to Stranraer. From there, a coach was to
transport us all to Kirkcudbright on the sunny southwest coast of
Scotland, where we would all spend 2 fun packed days trg. That
was the plan. That weekend, however, there was very stormy
weather over the Irish Sea. All the ferries on the night of the 12th
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were being delayed. and the one we were meant to be sailing on
looked like it might be cancelled altogether. Unsurprisingly, the
80 odd TA who had put their names down to attend ended up
being a group of 30 - 40 instead.
I'm sure none of rhe non-attendees looked out their windows and
said "Sod this for a game of soldiers, I'm not going to Scotland in
this weather" and all had genuine Pmergencies which meant that
they couldn 't go.

competitive edge to the proceedings. Although there would be a
winning Sqn for this individual weekend, the marks would still be
carried forward to the overall lnter-Sqn XL Trophy tournament.
The team Captains were Lt Martin Mayo (85 Sqn), SSgt Richie
(69 Sqn Limivady ), Cpl Barton (69 Sqn Belfast ) and RAO (V)
Maj Ian Kyle (66 Sp Sqn). Maj Kyle was in shock when he
heard this as he didn't want to get his slippers dirty.
The trg on Saturday was challenging but fu n. Activities started at
0900hrs and finished at 2200hrs broken up twice by lunch and
dinner. Sgt Gill and SSgt Mccann donned make up, as I hear
they do most weekends, to play casualties in SSgt Blair's BCD
stand.

71st (YEOMANRY) SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col CS Tallents TD
W0 1 (RSM) P Joyce

2LT JONATHAN BRACHO-COOKE
It was with great regret that the Regt heard the details on the
news of the 1OOth British soldier to be killed in action on 5
February 2007 while serving in Iraq. 2Lt Bracho-Cooke of the
2nd Sn The Duke of Lancaster's Regt had been a member of our
Regt, serving with 265 (KCLY) Sig Sqn from September 99 until
he left us for Sandhurst in May 05. During his time with us he
volunteered and served on ops in Bosnia in 2001. Members of
the Regt and in particular the many who knew Jonathan
personally pass on their thoughts and condolences to his fam ily
and loved ones.

HELLOS AND GOODBYES

W02(FofS) Lisa Openshaw ready for the crossing

When the Regt FofS W02(FofS) Lisa Openshaw turned up, she
was sporting some nifty head gear that would best be described
as making her look like Smurfette going on a ski trip. Best to be
prepared I suppose. Anyway, as the night progressed, it turned
out our ferry was only going to be delayed until 0115hrs.
We all made our merry way down to the port, smiling faces
everywhere and no one feeling tired. Once at the ferry port,
everyone amused themselves in various ways until it was time to
board the ferry. The sensible ones slept. We boarded the ferry
just after one in the morning, and had a very choppy journey over
to Stranraer. Once there, minibuses waited to transport us to
Kirkubright, where we were briefed by SSgt Dale King before
retiring to bed at 0500hrs on the 13th.
Reveille was at 0730hrs (everyone got an extra hour lie in,
whoopee!) except for the OS who had to be up around 0700hrs
as we all had a 0730 brief with the W01(RSM) Littlefield. There
were many stands planned for the 2 days activities, but as we
had crossed over late and got up an hour later, something had to
be dropped from the schedule. As we are Royal Signals, the
sensible thing was obviously to drop the HF Comms stand.
The remaining activities for the weekend were as follows; Vehicle
Maint with SSgt 'Drummie' Shaw, Foreign Wpns with SSgt
Mark Wilcock, BCD with SSgt Ken Blair, Target Indication with
Sgt Stelios Ebdon, Convoy Drills with the RSM, Airwave
Gateway Vehicle (AGV) with Cpl Elaine Evans, Values and
Standards with the CO, Rules of Engagement with Lt Derek
Irvine and Sgt Neil McConnell, Veh Contact and Casualty Drills
with Lt Simon Farmer, Navigation with Sgt Matt Gill and Lt
Lindsey Fulton and Veh Skills with the Tiffy, SSgt Simon
Sykes.
Once everyone was up and fed on the morning of the 13th, SSgt
Dale King paraded all the pers who would be partaking in the
activities while the OS finished off the set up of their stands.
Those on the parade were broken down into their own Sqns to
form teams. These teams were going to be given marks for how
they performed on each stand over the weekend to add a bit of a
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Sgt Gill and SSgt Mccann made up for the weekend

Cpl Evans was handed the job of running a stand at the last
minute on the AGV. Despite only a days trg on the eqpt, she did
an excellent job of giving one hour lessons with very little time to
prepare them. Saturday, despite being a very long day, flew by
as everyone was busy and for the most part enjoying themselves.
Sunday was a much shorter day. The last 3 stands of the
weekend were being conducted form 0800hrs to 11 OOhrs. Lt
Irvine took the teams through his Rules of Engagement (ROE)
stand, which consisted of 2 phases, the first being him discussing
the ROE with the teams before the second phase, a practical
demonstration. This practical demonstration, embarrassingly
involved Sgt McConnell (me) dressing up as an Islamic Suicide
bomber and getting shot.
Questions were asked at the end for the competition. Lt
Farmer's Veh Contact and Casualty drills lesson also took place
on the Sunday morning. This lesson was also split into 2 phases,
the first being a 30 min briefing on patrolling and the second
being a test phase designed to assess the abilities of Junior
Comds reactions to a veh contact. The navigation stand went
smoothly despite one or two problems. The main problem being
that the navigation stand was meant to be run by Capt Dave
Wilson who was one of the non-attendees. Rumours that he got
lost on the way to the TAC cannot be confirmed or denied. Sgt
Gill and Lt Fulton did an excellent job in his stead .
At 11 OOhrs all the lessons were finished and it was time to pack
up and go home. The only formality left was to find out who had
won the CELTIC WARRIOR 3 trophy. When all the scores were
added, Lt Mayo and his 85 Sqn team were victorious. The CO
presented the trophy and brought the weekend to a close.
Everyone then got changed, packed, boarded the buses and got
away to the ferry port at Stranraer. Thankfully the return trip
wasn 't delayed at all, and most of us were home in time for a
belated Sunday dinner.
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Goodbye and congratulations to the Adjt, Capt Cas Wootten.
The current holder of the RHQ tidiest office prize leaves us on
promotion to PJHQ. Congratulations and a safe time on her
pending op tour is wished by us all. Unfortunately the Adjt post
is now gapped for 5 weeks but an eventual welcome to the Regt
is extended to Capt Holly Richardson, posted in from 14 Sig
Regt hopefully in the near future.
Farewells too to W02(VofS) Ian Wilson who leaves us on
detachment to Iraq, SSgt Steve Hook who is posted to 20 Armd
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn and will be a great loss to the Regt. We wish
him and his wife Joe an enjoyable return to the Regular Army in
Germany. Welcome to SSgt Alfie Alford posted in from 20 Armd
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn and SSgt Meek posted in from 3 Cdo Bde.
Cpl Billy Baker, the CO's driver has left us for Leaconfield and
has been replaced by LCpl McGuckin. The roads of London
await you for many a frustrating long journey.

68 (ICCV) SIGNAL SQUADRON UPDATE - by LCpl Lane
The last few mont hs have seen quite a few changes in our Sqn.
We said farewell to our SSM, W02 Springer, and our SPSI,
SSgt Hook. Both personalities left a huge hole, which was
gallantly fi lled by our PSl(T) Sgt Forsyth and Acting SSM SSgt
Boswell. The Sqn skied their socks off in Ex SNOW FOX in
Verbier in January where Lt Juliette Vaughn destroyed the
competition and came 1st in the ladies competition. Also in
January, the Sqn Annual Dinner was held in Lincoln 's Inn. The
event was well attended with a lively prize giving ceremony and a
well stocked bar. Congratulations to LCpl Melvin for being the
last one standing! As to the future, we look forward to the new
SPSI , SSgt Meek, joining us in February and our new SSM ,
W02 Steve Healey, joining us in March.

OC 265 (KCLY) Sp Sqn, and a presentation on the aims of AT by
SSgt 'Robbo' Robertson, kindly attached to us from 1 Armd Div
HQ & Sig Regt. This set the scene for many more informative
evenings.
The morning couldn't have come any quicker, everybody was up
well before the first alarm clock sounded ready to hit the slopes.
Two groups were formed : those that had, with SSgt Robertson
and those that had not, with SSgt 'Stu' Foster. Keen to
impress, everybody tried their hardest and those to shine were
Sgt 'Jackie' Morse, LCpl 'Mac' McRoberts, Cfn's 'Kelly'
Burgess and 'Ben' Handley. The day finished on a high with
everybody telling tales of heroics on the slopes. Never the less
an early night was had by all.
The next day saw the promised snow arrive and with it the Baltic
winds, but the trg still went on, albeit at a slower pace. Battered
and beaten, the heroes returned exhausted but happy that they
had finished the day. Conditions stayed the same for a few days
with no respite from the snowy arctic conditions, but armed with
fresh ski passes, clear goggles and warm gloves both gps
continued to improve. Most notably were SSgt Kev Harding
and Cpl's 'Martin' Carey and 'Cooky' Cook on the BSP
course, even Sgt 'Nick' Morley had by now mastered the chair
lift and was often able to 'fly solo', although as the day closed,
signs that they'd had enough of the instructors 'silly games' were
starting to show - it was time to head back.
The last day we woke to find the most perfect conditions, sun
and powder snow. The slopes were packed, however this did not
deter the groups from displaying some unique ski skills as they
were fi nally assessed on their relevant courses. When it came to
leave, we had to be prised off by the instructors, with tales of a
free meal and an evening out at the local restaurant. Throughout
the week we were treated to some outstanding meals produced
by Cfn 'Kelly' Burgess, our resident BT/ REME/Chef! Ably
assisted by Cfn 'Tracy' Isaac and a host of others, they are
solely responsible for the added inches to our waists. The
journey back was long and winding, however we managed to
catch the late ferry and arrive back at Bexleyheath in the early
hours of Sunday morning. A successful week away with all
achieving outstanding results and looking forward to next year's
progression.

71 SIGNAL REGIMENT EXERCISE COCKNEY PHOENIX
SLIDE - CHATEL, FRANCE
Twenty one members of the Regt embarked on a long trek to
catch up on some hard earned AT in the form of Basic Ski
Proficiency (BSP) and Advanced Ski Proficiency (ASP). After a 15
hr journey through the night we arrived to find that there was no
snow - however, the forecast was good.
After settling into the aptly named 'Chalet Avalanche' , a 22 man
chalet, we set about busying our selves with the necessary admin
to allow the following 5 days to run smoothly. Tasks such as
hiring of eqpt, purchasing lift passes and supplies to keep the
troops fed and watered. The first evening was spent around the
dining table with an opening address from Maj 'Simon' Palmer,
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SSgt Kev Harding, Sgt Dean Smith, Sig Teresa Mallia,
ctn Kelly Burgess, Sgt Nick Morley, Cpl 'Cooky' Cook
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trg and driving at speed. A mention should be
given to Cpl Steve Wilson who put a dent in a
couple of range cars. Throughout the 2 weeks,
the course also undertook unarmed combat trg,
which culminated in a lot of bruised and aching
limbs.

1 Signal Squadron Special Communications

,.

Learn a variety of new skills. Get job satisfaction.
Regular travel to unique destinations. Use specialist equipment.
TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR CAREER!

1 (ROYAL BUCKINGHAMSHIRE YEOMANRY)
SIGNAL SQUADRON (SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS)
QC
SSM

Maj C Wood
W02(SSM) J Krikorian

1 (RBY) Sig Sqn (SC) continues to be busy with the 06 SC
course, gearing up for their final ex in sunnier climates, namely
Singapore, Kuala Lumpur, Tokyo and Bangkok. The rest of the
Regular Tp are either deployed on one of the 12 dets worldwide
or are assisting on the final ex.
We continue to recruit round the Corps for volunteers to attend
the one week long Special Communications Assessment Course
in order to be selected to attend the 6 month SC course which
runs over the period October to March each year. Once the
courses fi nal ex is completed, we will be preparing for a 2 week
ex, consisting of a week's fd trg in preparation for CLM courses
followed by a week of fd fi ri ng in a CQB environment, allowing us
the opportunity to get our new A2. carbines dirty.

COMMS TROOP (V)
QC
SS gt

Lt E Mcleod (V)
SSgt M Gott

MATTS TRAINING WEEKEND
The Sqn deployed to Longmoor Camp in order to complete the
mandatory trg for the year.
The TA took the lead with Sgt Sy Roberts taking the Sqn on the
CFT and Cpl Nick Vernon running the BDCT stand and ensuri ng
that all of the Sqn were up to scratch with their mil trg.
All in all it was a good weekend with lots of trg objectives
achieved. It also provided the Regular and TA members of the
Sqn the rare opportunity to work together and learn from each
others experiences.

OPS TROOP - REGULAR SPECIAL COMMUNICATORS
QC
SSgt

Capt P Wright
SSgt J Fawcett

The pace of the ex was too much for one member of the team
and the first and last casualty of the ex, Sgt Stuart Welton had
to be extracted with a knee injury. A mention must be made of
the events on the Thursday morning when an ambush patrol led
by LCpl Dave Allen nearly saw the end of many of the squad as
the sideways rain and sub zero temperatures started to take their
effect. By the end of the ex it was safe to say that the whole
course had benefited, both in skills and their confidence in the
field.

EXERCISE WANDERING LYNX
Led by LCpl Dave Brown, the SC Course deployed to
Ambleside for the annual excursion on Ex WANDERING LYNX.
The aim of the ex was to test the course in basic navigation using
map and compass and GPS, while moving themselves around
the Lake District with just the basic essentials. Once they were all
settled in to the very spacious accn, LCpl Liam Donkin acting
as head chef with his two junior assistants Sgt Billy Merrick
and Cpl Steve Wilson , set about preparing a 2 course meal fit
for kings.
The next day they set off in 3 separate gps heading into the hills
for navigation trg and to burn off the excess turkey indulged in
over Christmas. The 3 groups met up later that afternoon to
discuss the day's events.
It was apparent that the OS had enjoyed the festivities a bit too
much. After the first night 's la carte menu the course were
treated to a shocking curry dish, produced by a self confessed
curry expert. That night Ambleside town centre was witness to
LCpl Dave Brown's slick dancing shoes and the crowds were
suitably entertained. Wrapped up in the mood Cpl Dave
Latham decided to demonstrate his Youth Club dancing, which
soon dispersed the gathered crowd.
The remainder of the ex included more navigation trg, 'scooting
up and bombing down ' the hills with the sound of Sgt Matt
Whitfield trailing behind . By the end of the ex, the course were
all able to navigate to the level required to ensure that they could
progress onto the next stage of the course.

PATA - WEAPONS AND SELF DEFENCE TRAINING

During Ex STRIKING LYNX, held on a cold November week, SC
Course 06 undertook mil trg and assessment on the Yardley
Chase Trg area. After a few unplanned fly bys from the boys in
blue, the ex eventually started with a helicopter insertion. On
arrival in the AOR, the course immediately took part in a veh
recovery stand conducted by Cpl Andy Stephen, who was also
the organiser of the ex itself.

After finish ing the first 10 weeks of the course, which is primarily
mil orientated , the course attended a 2 week personal protection
package organised by the SF. The aim of this course was to
provide the members of the SC Course with the necessary skills
they would require to work effectively in the diverse environments
that the Sqn deploys to. The week included pistol ranges, which
improved the course's shooting abilities, especially for Sgt Billy
Merrick who finally learnt how to hit the target and by the end of
the course had become one of the best shots.
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Once all had gained enough practice in striking,
throws, blocking and grappling , everybody was
suited up in padding for some full contact
sparring with various numbers of opponents.
During the 2 weeks there was a lot of other trg
conducted, this included an advanced first aid
package, situational awareness and car drills.
All of this combined with the shooting, driving and
unarmed combat prepared the course well to
work in hostile environments.

You will operate and exercise in locations across the globe, with unparalleled
responsibility and opportunity. Serving at the heart of all major operations, you
will earn Special Communications pay as just part of a rewarding and career
enhancing experience. After passing your selection course, you will work closely
with senior commanders whilst deployed, and attend specialist training courses
while in UK. A one week intensive assessment course for all operator trades will
test your trade and leadership skills. If you are successful you will continue onto
the Special Communications Course. Extensive training on SC equipment,
procedures and the Squadron's role will culminate in an overseas exercise, this
year deploying to Tokyo, Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur and that's just the beginning.
If you are interested, read SOI NC PD206, and submit a completed Annex E. Your
YofS should give you further details, or contact us direct on: Civ Phone: 01908
6385 17 Mil Phone: 94240 8517

Overall everyone gained a lot of benefit from the
course and it was by far the best 2 weeks of the
course so far.

Familiarisation trg was also conducted on a variety of foreign wpn
systems, during which Sgt Stu Welton proved to like his
weapons a little too much. Advanced driving techniques were
also taught to the course, including J turns, breakouts, skidpan
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Assessment Dates:
3 - 8 Jun 07
8 - 13 Jul 07 (Germany)
29 Jul - 3 Aug 07
SC Course Dates:
Oct 07 - Mar 08

1 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)
QC
RSM

Maj SPM Nesmith
W01 (RSM) A Caulfield

odd unperturbed target. The varied ranges were well run and an
enormous amount of knowledge was gained by all.

With Christmas parties and leave there has still been time for a
sunny ex deployment to Belize and some not so sunny pre-tour
trg down in Kent. With Op TELIC 1O looming, trg is coming thick
and fast for all the soldiers of 215 Sig Sqn.

The second part of the package saw the Sqn move into a
makeshift village where we would be tested on our patrolling,
reaction to shootings and IEDs, VCP and generally keeping the
peace. While we would be doing our ex, the rank and file of the
Irish Guards would become part of costume drama for 215 TV!
They all dressed up like the local population of Iraq and were
briefed to walk around, make nuisances of themselves and
generally make our lives a tiny bit unbearable. The first patrol that
went out of the SF Base, was lead by the noble SSgt 'Dave'
Irvine, all was going marvellously until he was shot, which was
followed by an amount of disbelief and then the tiniest amount of
panic!

a

SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS COURSE 06 - EXERCISE
STRIKING LYNX

After some rigorous trg in soldiering skills, the pace quickened
and the course soon found themselves undertaking some
arduous scenario based tasks. These included all types of
patrols and reporting, as well as some digging in and defensive
ops.

This was evident with Cpl Latham's blow to the
face from LCpl Liam Donkin, who didn't quite
grasp the concept of 'no head shots'. Instruction
was of a very high standard and the course was
both enjoyable and hard work.

SUPPORT TROOP
Tp Comd
ROMS
Tp SSgt

Capt MA Webb
W02(RQMS) Bickerstaff
SSgt Hounsell

To describe recent times within Sp Tp would take a hugely
intelligent person with an incomprehensible amount of time to
even come close to understanding how enormously busy we
have been. The QM, Capt Webb, has managed to procure some
very nice property for his staff and all his stores, of course. The
new QM 's dept is all ground floor (like a big friendly bungalow),
so I can only surmise that the overriding factor for such a move
was to stop the QM from climbing all those stairs, as we were
unsure whether the steps were creaking or possible Capt
Webb's knees. The move was a complete success with the
whole dept being moved in a week .. .with a little help from a large
percentage of the Sqn . Sgt 'Stu' Mead kept a vigilant eye over
the whole proceedings, making sure that every item of stores
made it to its new home, he personally patted down each person
at the end of every day. What a splendid chap he is!
As part of the Sqn 's pre-deployment trg, we were blessed with a
delightful 2 weeks at the seaside. Folkestone with its long
beaches of white sand as the sea tranquilly and tentatively
crashes upon it, ice-cream vans play their tunes to enchant the
masses. We of course, saw none of that, as the Sqn were doing
something much more jolly; we were on Lydd Ranges! The first
half of the package consisted of an innumerable amount of
rounds fired down the various ranges .. .a few bullets even hit the
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Later on that same day, Sgt 'Jay' Seabrook came upon a rather
hostile crowd, they were greatly vexed due to a diminutive
problem, Sig 'Smudge' Smith had decided that the local holy
personage, equipped with a copy of the Koran in his hand, was
some sort of threat and had shot him! As Sgt Seabrook's
patrol rounded the corner, the crowd went berserk; they taunted
the soldiers and made control of the situation rather difficult.
At the height of the 'situation' the pint sized LCpl 'Leanne'
Knott was grabbed by 4 oxen-sized Irish/Iraqi Guards, and
bundled into the throng. On seeing this, Sgt Seabrook ran to
the nearest phone box and stepped in. What stepped out 1as not
Sgt Seabrook, but the caped mutant hero 'Super Seabrook'.
Wearing his underwear over his super costume, he ran with
superior speed to the aid of the damsel in distress, he knocked
one of the oxen to the ground with one of his mighty arms,
grabbed LCpl Knott and put her under his other arm and was
then heard to say "You want some as well?"
They were obviously no match for this superhero and fled like the
cowards they are. Super Seabrook then placed LCpl Knott on
the ground, said "Its all in a day's work Ma'am", then flew to fight
crime elsewhere. And that is exactly what happened!
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Sp Tp sadiy said goodbye to Sgt 'Clint' Challand and his fiiJ;~:i.'B~fifi:~~
family who are posted to Northern Ireland but we were all
very happy to welcome Sgt 'George' Callander and
family from Bassingbourne. They would also like to
congratulate Capt (QM) 'Miles' Webb on taking the post
of QM(A) 30 Sig Regt and SSgt 'Paul' Hounsell on
promotion to W02.

was a great success and Sig Hesp brilliantly representing both
the Sqn and the Corps at the highest level of skiing, came in the
top 40 skiers in the Army.

BA(G) CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS - by Sig Potter
From last year's top performance, winning both 1st and 2nd
positions in the Minor Units Cross Country Championships 2006,
204's team set out to defend their title. With a lot of new faces
this year, the team was happy to have raced the course a few
weeks before in a league event. Having this in mind, it gave
reassurance to some of the runners. Unluckily for those who
hadn't run the course, it was soon clear that the course in Hamel
was not for the faint-hearted or even the brave.

BENGAL TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Lt Chris Anderson
SSgt Sean Kelly

EXERCISE TROPICAL STORM (BELIZE) - by Cpl Teese
After being vaccinated to the eyeballs and given a handful
of malaria tablets, 6 soldiers from the Sqn joined the Irish
Guards on Ex TROPICAL STORM in Belize between
October and December. The team comprised Sgt 'Raul'
Whenman, our glorious leader who led a superb example
for us all to follow, accompanied by Cpls Dodge, Morris
and Teese and Sigs Thompson and Beynon.
On arriving in Belize after a nice 23 hrs travelling, we found
it to be 30°C, a camp with a pool and numerous bars what more could we ask for? Oh how could we forget the
PT at 0630hrs. Well for nearly everyone as Cpl Dodge
became the first casualty of the ex with a nice case of DV
after 2 days, Royal Signals leading the way!
After receiving our vehs and then being told that the freight would
not be arriving for a while, so it meant only one thing ... pool time.
But again not for everyone, as Sgt Whenman had his very
important duties of crypto custodian to attend to. That did not
stop us from gracing Belize's famous night life and partaking in
some local customs. With time to kill, we decided to take our
R&R prior to the ex and thought we would visit Caye Caulker one
of Belize's gorgeous Caribbean islands minus one member Sig
Beynon .

The course, which is run over a 1Okm route, started with a quick
lap around an open field where most of the runners were still in a
large starting pack to the first cheeky hill. This would prove to be
one of many thigh burning treats along the way, along with a
great mixture of runaway downward slopes and the hazards of
the German public hunting in the woods.

Ex TROPICAL STORM: Cpl Dodge, Cpl Teese and Sig Thompson
Picture by the Combat Camera Team

Eventually deploying to the arduous jungle to set up HICON, Sig
Beynon decided to strike a mast stake through the site's only
water, wi h not a glint of surprise on any of our faces. Next we
set up our accn, some nice swinging hammocks in the trees, how
we enjoyed ourselves in those. After splitting ourselves down into
our day and night shifts, the ex was nearly underway and we just
had to wait for the staff to arrive. Amongst them was YofS Cox
ready to be briefed on our hard work so far! The ex ran pretty
well with only a few minor problems much to our delight. When
EndEx was called a few members were love sick for what they
had left back at camp. Ex TROPICAL STORM is one never to be
forgotten.

4 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (204)
oc
RSM

Maj Jon Town send
W01 (RSM) Ben Batl ey

Overall, with positions ranging from good to modest to remarks
like "I can't believe you got a medal for 140th!", the 204 team will
be heading back to the UK for the Minor Unit Army
Championships 2007 at Sandhurst, as will Sig Townsend, who
will be running individually for the Sqn. A few days of trg
beforehand (if we can fit it in) should see the team doing well.

Over the last 3 months 204 Sig Sqn have been holding fund
raising events in Quebec Barracks under the control of team IC,

After Christmas, a waxing night was held in the Sqn bar on 2
February. With help from the beautician, Carola Goodwin . who
very kindly removed the body hair of most of the male pers.
Money was donated for the nominated person to have a part of
their body waxed. Everyone soon got into thinking bald was
better, including the QM and RQMS! The biggest collection came
from LCpl 'Baldy' Thomson who was made even balder by
depriving him of the only hair he does have - his hair and chest.
In all, a very respectable €529 was raised. There are many more
events planned in the future such as race nights, triathlons and a
half marathon in the upcoming year. More updates to follow ... !

ULTRA FIT COMPETITION - by Sig Townend
On the 24 January 2007, 10 members of 204 Sig Sqn set off for
York barracks in Munster to compete in the Ultra Fit competition.
Once we arrived, we were taken through the savage array of
disciplines, which consisted of; 1OOOrn row, 100 crunches, 50
squat thrusts, 2km bike ride level 1O (the hardest event by far), 80
press ups, 80 triceps dips, bench press, treadmill run (1600rn),
100 step ups and 100 toe taps. We only had a few moments to
plan team tactics and "psyche" each other up, before I was
called to the rowing machine for the start of the first event.
The competition started shortly after for the 5 man team races.
Each person in the team had 2 events to complete. Afterwards,
our teams split down into smaller teams and individuals. The next
race to take place was the 2 man team event. This was an
extremely competitive race particularly as we were competing
against PTls, Sig Pearce and LCpl Guttadauro. W0 1 (RSM)
Batley entered the individual veteran's category while Capt
Burnett entered the individual male category. With the PTls
disgraced, after they allowed a 19 yr old female and 20 yr old
male team mate to destroy them over the 10 events, and with
W01 Batley in the background rolling around fighting back the
vomit, we sat back knowing we had all given everything.
Once the final results were called out, 204 Sig Sqn managed to
gain both 1st and 2nd place for the 5 man team event. LCpl
Portwain and myself came 1st in the 2 man team event having
beaten the PTls: W0 1 Batley came 2nd for the veterans, after
losing by a measly sec and a very well done to Capt Burnett for
winning the BA(G) Ultra Fit male competition. We all had done
extremely well on the day and are now looking forward to
competing next year where the competition will be held in Iraq.

7 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
SIGNAL SQUADRON (20~

We are sending a fleet of 60 vehs to Canada and the boat
loads in March, so under the keen direction of W02(Fof5)
Al len the troops are currently working hard preparing the
vehs to his, and the Canadian authorities, exacting
standards of cleanliness. Concurrently, we are supporting
the BGs as they roll through the CAST facility at
Sennelager. Preparation has also started for the
forthcoming Op TELIC tour at the end of 2007 .

oc
RSM

Maj RJ Carter
W01(RSM) MS Ord

SQUADRON CHRISTMAS PARTY - by Sig Hopkins

ARMY ALPINE SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS
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With all the team back and a lot of throbbing legs, we headed
back to the gym for the results. Ater a quick sum up of
everyone's positions we judged that 204 would be in the top 3.
As the official results were called out, 204 actually came in 2nd
but there was a twist to the story. A few days later, a recount
discovered an error. We were repositioned and we had won 1st
place and retained our title. Sig Sophie Townsend who ran the
females' ?km course did extremely well coming 2nd in the overall
individual female event and took gold in the junior category to
preserve herself as the BA(G) champion for the 2nd year running.

CHARITY EVENTS IN 204 SIGNALS SQUADRON

2007 has started much as 2006 finished - with the Sqn
very busy on a number of fronts. There has been no time to
rest on our laurels; so with fond memories of Poland still
fresh in our minds, we have started preparation for the
upcoming ex in BATUS.

In January - February 07, Sig Hesp represented 204 Sig
Sqn in the Army Ski Championships. Sig Hesp, the only
one to qualify for the championships in the team, joined 1
Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt for the journey and stayed in the
resort. Starting off seeded ?6th, even with poor conditions,
Sig Hesp slowly moved up the ranks throughout the week. Even
with a few falls, due to trying to look good for the photographer,

At the final downward st retch with the end in sight, it was back
around the open field to team members cheering. With Sgt
Kennedy corning in a very well fought 19th as 1st runner back
for 204 followed by Sig Barry Potter in at 33rd. Although it was
Capt Burnett's first run with the team, he managed to finish just
outside the t op 50 followed by Capt Price, LCpl Portwain, Sig
Russell and Sig Nichol, who made up the rest of the 204 team.

Sgt Nordon, to raise money for the Great Ormond Street
Children Charity. The rank auction at the Sqn Christmas function
held on 11 December was a great success! With help from a little
Christmas spirit, people were more than happy to put their hand
in their pockets. Some people pulling out more than €300 for a
day in the RSM 's or OC Sqn's chair. That was a very interesting
day for us all! The Sqn raised a very impressive €2260.

Sig Hesp in action at the Army Ski Championships

rather than concentrating on the course. Sig Hesp narrowly
missed out on CGS' personal prize for courage. Overall the event
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On 12 December the town of Bergen was hit by a Sqn, clad in
suits, ready for a wind down before Christmas leave. Top notch
entertainment was promised , and fortunately the girl band had to
cancel at the last minute and we were treated to a Fleetwood
Mac look-a-like group instead. Everyone made an effort, with the
Sqn ladies and wives decked out in their ball gowns. There were
a few James Bond wannabes from Lt Steve Maben and 2Lt
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Laurence Knoop, and Cpl Mark Palmer was to be seen
sporting a kilt. We were greeted at the door with a glass of
glOhwein and a photographer to record everyone in their finest,
there was a raffle with plenty of prizes, a "Rocking Rudolf" that
Sig Sarah Raby enjoyed riding and catering from a local German
company to make a change from the usual curry. The barmen,
headed up by LCpl Dave Wood, worked hard at a busy bar, so
the rest of us could enjoy the evening to the full. Everyone
danced the night away, with Cpl John Ryan charming the ladies
with his waltz. The night ended at the town hall around 0200hrs
with the hardcore party-goers carrying on at Ubel Trubel's bar
until they were thrown out. Special thanks go to Mrs Paula
Oulton and SSgt Phil Oulton for organising a terrific night, and
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also to the barmen and LCpl Dan Riches' sister for doing the
Sqn girls' hair

WINTER TOUGH GUY 2007 - by Sig Dunbar
With a mixture of nervousness and excitement, a group of 15
'tough' volunteers decided to make the long journey to
Wolverhampton to compete in the arduous Winter Tough Guy
Competition. The teams of 10 males and 5 females didn 't quite
know what to expect, despite the fact that some had competed
in Tough Guy previously.
With well over 2000 other competitors from the old and young,
ciwy teams, students and a handful of Army teams, we all stood
at the start waiting to be set off in waves. The 'Front Runners'
went first; they were those people who had raised money for
charity, the 'Tough Guys' who have done previous events
followed and then fi nally our category, known as the "Late
Buggers" because of our late entry date. We set off at a good
pace - our male team making good headway past the civvies.
The first part of the course was a cross-country run of about 5
miles, including fighting through brambles and sprinting up and
down the side of a long hill. The next part of Tough Guy was
called 'The Killing Fields'. There are too many obstacles to name
but the main ones were huge cargo nets, tunnel crawls, epic
swims across freezing water and a 10ft jump into ice-creamheadache inducing water (1°C according to a reliable source), not
to mention electric fences, blazing bales of hay and plenty of the
Midlands' finest mud. The teams had by now split into smaller
groups and painful cramp seemed to afflict every other runner
due to the coldness of the water and the wind chill. After 2hrs
19mins 24secs of pain, Sig Chris Dunbar was the first team
member to reach the finish line. The male team finished 60th out
of 107 teams but unfortunately the female team did not qualify for
a finishing position as LCpl Sarah Falcous became
incapacitated with cramp and was forced to drop out.

altitude ski resort in the French Alps. I didn't expect to get the
time off work but after asking permission from my boss, I
volunteered and 2 weeks later received a telephone call from the
Chief Instructor to say I was on the team.

Tp since our last input. First we must congratulate
RQMS Wyatt on his recent selection for W01.
Farewells to Sgt Andy Hocking posted back to the UK,
Cpl Zach Topping to1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
on re-trade to Tech Sub Spec, LCpl 'Smudge' Smith
on promotion to ASS, Sig Simpson to 2 Sig Regt, Sig
Mad Irish to 14 Sig Regt on promotion, Sig 'Molly'
Mollett to 21 Sig Regt on promotion, Sig Sue Holland
to 16 Sig Regt, Sig 'Jamo' Jamieson to Maastricht
and Sig Urie to 32 Sig Regt, both on promotion.

Our epic journey started from 21 Sig Regt and 22 hrs later we
could see the white caps of Tignes. We were booked into c1vvy
rooms that were cosy but comfortable and once we had all
settled in, I helped the people who had never skied before to get
boots and kit fitted.
My gp was made up of 6 complete beginners wh~ are always a
laugh to teach if just for the comedy value. I was impressed by
the effort the lads put into the practices and by the second day
most were snow ploughing well and some were beginning to
come parallel.
The ski area of Tignes was huge and our lift pass covered the
whole area, so there was no need to ski the same ru n twice. By
Days 4 and 5 we were skiing blue and red runs and a couple
even attempted the giant slalom race. Unfortunately our last day
met us with high winds which closed most of the lifts and driving
snow storms took visibility right down, so after skiing the morning
we took the opportunity to have afternoon at the pool to rest tired
legs.
Saturday was changeover, which was a slack day, so W02
Crooks and myself headed off under bright blue skies and went
ski touring for the day. As soon as we headed off-piste and the
ground grew steeper we started kick turning to tack up the hills,
and it was at this vulnerable point that my skis decided to ping
off, leaving me floundering in thigh deep powder. For t he second
week I had a gp of 4 intermediate skiers, with Cpl Kate
Hopkinson of 21 Sig Regt provided to be my slave .. . I mean
demonstrator!

Welcome Sgt Sara Bottrell, Sig Sweeney (QMs), Sig
Parnell (MT), LCpl Young (MT) who joins us from the
RLC as the Bde Comd's driver, and Cfns Field and
Fairbairn in to the LAD. We wish you all good luck in
your new posts.
Maj Carter telling the Officers and SNCOs how to win the game. Unfortunately
his advice went unheeded

101 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (261)
oc
RSM

Maj D C Worden
W01 AV Gill

261 EXILES TOUR TO IRAQ - OP TELIC 9
As the Op Tour reaches its half way point, the exiles from 261
began to return for there R&R break; they were met with driving
winds and snow. I am sure some wished they were still in the
warmth of Iraq. Meanwhile those left behind in theatre, continued
the plod to the end of the tour. With the Shaibah Log Base
Commcen now closed many of the Sigs have been redistributed
to other tasks; some have been re assigned to 19 Lt Bde, as was
the case with Sig 'Dicko' Dixon . He thought it would be the
end of his stint in the Commcen, but when he arrived he was
quickly put to work in the 19 Bde Radcon.

From my perspective the 2 weeks were a complete success and
well within the aims of AT. I would like to thank Lt Richard
Boardman for organising the trip and W02 Crooks for allowing
me to instruct.

QM
ROMS
Tp SSgt

Cpl Matthews and Sig Wright
(never too tired to pose for a photo)2

Well done to everyone on their efforts and for maintaining the
spirit of Tough Guy: teamwork, and helping your fellow runners.
Many thanks to those involved in the organisation of the teams'
entry into the competition and thanks also to the Sqn for helping
to fund participation in the event.

ALPINE SKI INSTRUCTION WITH 21 SIGNAL REGIMENT
- by Cpl Hopkinson
Reading Orders one day, I saw that 21 Sig Regt was trawling for
Alpine Ski instructors to take the Regt skiing to Tignes, a high
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Stuck? - I was on the way out, honest

Capt SFM Lawes
W02 A Wyatt
SSgt B Revell

Since our last input the Tp has been just as busy as ever. On
return to barracks from our last ex of the year, Sgt Nick Carter
REME organised a Tp afternoon out to Ralf Schumacher's: an
indoor Go-Karting circuit just up the road from Hahne.
Unfortunately he failed to do book it, so we had to wait 3 hrs
before we could get on the circuit. This suited the lads as they all
headed for the bar. Eventually we got on the karts and had some
fun; the MT SSgt, Barney Revell, was doing his normal road
traffic campaign speech, while everyone was prepping
themselves - no one was injured so it must have paid off.
Christmas came and went in a flash. Gunfire was provided
before the stand down period and a friend ly football match, if
such a thing exists, took place between the Officers/SNCOs and
ORs. We will not divulge the score; all we will say is that the ORs
did very well.
The Tp is now busy preparing for the busy year ahead , the first
major ex of the year being Ex ARMADILLO RAT, then on to
Sennelager for Ex RATS SUSTAINER. The look forward is to
Canada in August. There has been a big turn around within the
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disgust of Cpl Petty (the bad guy). LCpl Andrews was
determined not to be out shone, so proceeded to demonstrate
his cross country driving skills and got stuck.

EXERCISE SERPENT STRIKE 07 - by Lt Tedby

We took it easy for the first day but I could see that the gp was
raring to go, so for the next week every day was a new challenge,
skiing red and black runs. The girls were fearless and skied very
well, and even the addition of 2 from the beginners group didn't
slow us down, both skiing well above the standard expected after
only 4 days.

SUPPORT TROOP

Finally we cannot forget LCpl 'Wroey' Wroe who is
currently on Op OCULUS: we hope every thing is going
well for you and we can't wait to see you again in May.

With over half the Sqn deployed in Iraq you would be forgiven for
believing that this year's ex period might not be that busy.
However, with an influx of new pers, 1t was vital that the Sqn
showed the new pers how everything operated.
Ex SERPENT STRIKE was a low level deployment placing the
impetus on the JNCOs to plan and
conduct trg in barracks before deploying
on a week long tactical phase. The
instruction ranged from convoy moves by
the MT to site selection/occupation by Cpl
Croston. The tactical phase began with
short moves to the first location and the
establishment of comms before moving on
to the ex serials. The Dets were tested on
their reactions to interfering civilians
through to attacks from insurgents; all
likely scenarios on ops. The YofS and
Crypto Cpl, Cpl Petty, aided us by
attacking the Dets and quickly found that
none dared attack with impunity, as he
was captured by the exercising troops.
Cpl M ilne, fresh from Op HERRICK,
managed to capture one of the insurgents
during an attack on his det; much to the
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Most of the work continues as normal, teaching the local
authorities skills, from IT and comms to basic trg in the MITI.
Veh moves and escorts being controlled and conducted by the
Shaibah MT; featuring many of the Sqn, Sgt Jamie Slade, Cpl
John Abbott, LCpl Dave Webb and Sig Emma Gullen to
name but a few. Now they have reached the half way point, all
sights are set on May and the end of the tour, hopefully! But until
then, work continues and the job they came to do still is not
finished.

On the long road home
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This year the trg camp introduced an exinternational professional racer as the top
group's coach, which ensured that the top
field in this year's championships would be
an extremely close run race.

102 LOGISTIC BRIGADE EADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (262)
oc
RSM

Maj A Parfitt
W01(RSM) P Storey

B TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp Sgt

Lt S Hunt
Sgt M Tiplady

EXERCISE MERCURY ENDEAVOUR - by Sig Holmes
262 Sig Sqn chose the coldest week possible to deploy on Ex
MERCURY ENDEAVOUR which consisted of 1 day classroom
activities followed by 2 days in the picturesque trg area at
Senelager.
Day 1 was held in the Bde attic and we started off with a 3 page
essay, to test our skills in English grammar and staying awake.
This was to prepare us for CLM and other various courses which
require similar writing skills.
Two hours later we had a NAAFI break and then proceeded with
conducting estimates, which tested our problem solving and
leadership qualities. We then presented our finished products
among which there were a few interesting ones to say the least ...
After completing these we had a debrief and finished for the day,
so that we could get our heads down in preparation for an early
morning deployment out onto the area.
At 0700hrs on Day 2 it was -10 C (roughly) and we were at the
armoury collecting wpns, followed by the usual waiting for the
bus to turn up so we could get out of the cold. However when
the bus did turn up, the inside of the windows had ice on them
and for some reason the driver had decided to leave the cold air
blowing out of the fans.
A 45 min bus journey gave us enough time to get more sleep
before getting off the bus and that was us for the next 3 days well that's what we thought. But thanks to the weather, we were
back in camp 36 hrs later, not that anybody was going to whinge
about that.
In the field we started with a few quick refresher lessons on fd
craft, ambushes, patrols, sect attacks etc. After a few practice
drills getting muddy and bruised the Sect Comds, Pl Sgt and Pl
Comds were nominated and we then began to get into ex routine.
We posted sentries out, set up the harbour and then began to
deep freeze the Sqn.
Some of us got a few hours' sleep along with a bit of scoff and
then we were up for recce patrol orders from the Sect Comd. The
patrol wasn't too taxing and the enemy was more than willing to
talk about their future intentions, as they were making no attempt
what-so-ever to keep the noise down. Safely back in the harbour
area it was time to get our heads down; unfortunately we didn't
arrive back in time for my stag so it was straight to bed for me!
On Day 3, we woke up to a very fresh and chilly morning; our
water bottles were frozen and so were the Jerry Cans. After a
quick move of location, we got our orders for a sect attack and I
was fortunate enough to be given the job of Radio Op for the day
and so I got to lug a very big, bulky and outdated piece of metal
about ... bring on Bowman! The attack went well; we won and
didn't lose anybody, but then came the good part ... picking up the
brass! But It wasn't all bad, because when we got back to the
harbour area there was a big blue bus waiting for us.
We were informed of a severe weather warning which signalled
an early finish to the outdoor phase of the ex.
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Individually we pulled off some great results
with all 4 racers coming in the top 25 in the
individual Giant Slalom, with LCpl Wildman
finishing in the top 1O and W02 Pollitt
finishing 3rd.

Day 4 was wpn cleaning: We couldn 't get another trg area for the
day at such short notice so we were back indoors doing more
writing and giving orders. This took up the afternoon and after a
debrief on the ex, 'ENDEX' was called and we were given a long
weekend.

Unfortunately W02 Pollitt relinquished his
Veteran Champion trophy from the year
before and finished 2nd in the Vets and 5th
in the overall Elite Championships.

Overall the ex was a good refresher in fd craft and a good
opportunity to get our heads around writing and giving orders.
This was probably the only bit of writing that I've done since I left
school and hopefully it will give us younger members of the Sqn a
head start when it comes to promotion time

r.s-...;;.-...J The main emphasis, however, were the
- team results and this is where we came into
~==:s~ our element. Some great results in the Team
Giant Slalom pushed us into 5th place out
of a field of 23 teams.

C TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt I Kirk
SSgt T Tye

Again some great skiing by Cpl
McKechnie in the Team Slalom gave us
another 5th place. Overall, against the big
hitters from 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt,
30 Sig Regt, RSS and 3 (UK) Armd Div HQ
& Sig Regt, the team pulled off a 5th place
and the 1st Minor Unit team.

- by Cpl C Acton

Currently Charlie Tp is hard at work with the 102 Log Bde HQ &
Sig Sqn (262) conversion from Clansman to Bowman and
preparing the vehs to be sent for Bowman conversion. The LAD
have been working hard on the veh side of things, checking that
all services and inspections have been carried out and getting
some of the vehs back on the road.
The Squadron team for the Corps Championships

The techs have been taking care of all the eqpt that will be
staying with the Sqn to be used in conjunction with the new
Bowman kit and preparing it all for a number of inspections. The
IS dept has been busy preparing LANs for upcoming Bde level
Bowman proving exs, collective trg for the Bde Staff, a miniCAST and CAST itself in April.
To assist in the Bowman conversion of the Sqn, the techs have
been undertaking several new courses to familiarise themselves
with the new eqpt. These include courses such Bowman
Advanced Signaller and more trade related courses, such as the
Level 2 Bowman Maintainer course.
There are still 5 of our 7 Sys Eng Techs currently serving in Iraq
supporting 19 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (209) on Op Telic 9.
Although they are finding the shift system hard, they're not short
of work and are keeping themselves busy until they return in
June. We are very relieved to hear that LCpl Hill is recovering
well after being injured by shrapnel in January.
The Tp however is in a process of changing pers, especially in
the LAD, with Cpl Law being posted to Paderborn and Cfn Hill
and Cfn Stevens leaving the Army. Their replacements Cpl
Sharples, Cfn Orchard and Cfn Thorogood are all due to
arrive in the Tp very shortly and they will all be welcome additions
to this busy unit.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER 10 - 2006
- by LCpl Steve Brown
The Royal Corps of Signals Ski Championships 2006 took place
on the Kitzsteinhorn Glacier in the resort of Kaprun in Austria. We
took down a 4 man team for 2 weeks of trg followed by a week of
intensive racing.
The aim was to finish as top Minor Units team and compete
against the top Major Unit teams. The team led by W02(RQMS)
Neil Pollitt consisted of 2 veterans from the previous year, Cpl
Chris McKechnie and LCpl Ben Wildman with LCpl Steve
Brown, racing for his first time (1).
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The team would like to thank SSgt Andy
Dawson for again setting some great
courses despite the extreme snow
conditions during race week.

16 AIR ASSAULT BRIGADE HEADQUARTER& AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (218)
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Maj RJ Anderton-Brown
W01 (RSM) C Coates

After the challenges of Helmand province and Op HERRICK 4,
the Sqn is now firmly in the midst of the Bowman Conversion
programme. The BOWTAT trg period is drawing to a close and
the Sqn has built upon the instruction given, in order to provide a
Bowmanised capability to the High Readiness Airborne Task
Force. The next few months will see the Sqn consolidate our
skills and seek to optimise Bowman for the specialised air asslt
environment through a number of Bde HQ deployments.
The successful return of the Sqn from Op HERRICK 4 was
marked by the visit from Her Royal Highness, The Princess
Royal. The Sqn organised a compact and interesting program
that took place shortly after return from some well deserved
leave. The Master of Signals arrived the previous day for a
reh.earsal and dinner with Sqn Officers and Warrant Officers,
which was enjoyed by all. He was also present throughout the
Royal visit.
After a Sqn overview, the Princess was escorted to the WOs' and
Sgts' Mess, where LS&GC medals were presented to: W02
(YofS) 'Si' Barker, SSgt 'Bob' Lovell, SSgt 'Steph'
Crouchman (how did he slip through the net?!) and SSgt Tony
Saunders. Sgt 'Rosco' Clayton was presented with the RSI
Silver Medal, a rare medal presented for outstanding individual
professional achievement within the Corps. He was awarded the
medal for services rendered in Afghanistan with 264 Sig Sqn (he's
alright now he's come over from the dark side). After meeting
and greeting the medal winners' families, the Royal party moved
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HRH The Princess Royal presents the Long Service and Good
Conduct medal to W02(YofS) Barker
to SHQ and the Princess performed the official opening of the
new building within Merville Barracks.
Next on the program was a series of 6 stands focussed on the
Sqn's work on Op HERRICK 4. These included the Rear Link
Detachments that deployed with 3 PARA, the Operational
Mentoring and Liaison Team, those detached to the Provincial
Reconstruction Team and those providing comms to the UK Task
Force, as well as those from the Rear Party who ensured the Sqn
was running smoothly whilst the majority were deployed.
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4 DIVISION CROSS COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS

The Visit was a really successful day that culminated in the
renaming of the Sqn to 216 (Parachute) Signal Squadron.

RECRUITIN

The 4 Div's was held at RMA Sandhurst and after the usual
speedy traffic around the M25 we made it in good time. The
team started with the usual highly technical warm up of sleeping
on benches and reading The Sun! The race commenced and
was over in no time and you guessed it 216 Para Sig Sqn were
the glorious winners, with Sig 'Deano' Deans having a
particularly impressive race to come 1st within the Sqn.

a

Team Leader
Team 21C

Sgt G Lancaster
Cpl Meecham

2007 is going to be an extremely busy year for the 216 recruiting
team. The Sqn is now in between Op HERRICK tours, so this is
the perfect opportunity to replenish our numbers with some old
fashioned recruiting. Our first port of call this year was The Royal
Military Academy at Sandhurst, where we had the opportunity to
talk with and hopefully recruit potential officers at their third week
in trg. We took a 5 man team down to Sandhurst, headed up by
Sgt 'Bomber' Lancaster.
At this point in trg the Potential Officers have to choose 4 Arms or
Services, which is narrowed down to 2 at a later stage. The
Potential Officers were split down into gps and then made their
way around the different stands from the Corps. It is our job to
get them to pick the Royal Signals as one of their 4 choices, so
we put on a P Company DVD and waited for the crowds to come!
The crowds did come and we managed to get talking with some
very keen Potential Officers and pass on to them some of what
we do within the Sqn, it was difficult to stop LCpl Summerfield
talking about his HERRICK experiences, it was like listening to a
gang of young Uncle Alberts! There was a lot of interest in our
Sqn and we hope to maybe see some of the Officers again some
day in the future , after passing P Coy of course!.

BRAVO TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Lt Prentice
SSgt Oliver

This has been another relentless period for Bravo Tp,
implementing Bowman, rearranging the Tp ORBAT and
maintaining our already high mil standards.
Working long and hard days has not entirely extinguished the
sense of fun from the Tp, as evinced by our 'Webster's 70s night',
organised for the Sqn by LCpl Binks, LCpl 'Buzz' Ward and
Sig 'P' Perkins - the night was legendary!
Due to an influx of new blood into the Tp, Cpl 'Ronnie' Corbett,
Cpl 'Cartman' Adkins and LCpl 'Bart' Dunseith arranged
some Tp Mil Trg. Lessons included; wpn handling, anti-ambush
drills, patrolling, sect attacks and map reading to name but a few.

INTER-CORPS

LCpl Goodwill participating in some /o w-level infantry training

Bravo Tp bade farewell to SSgt King who has moved across to
the dark side AKA Charlie Tp, also LCpl Dunn , LCpl Sloan, Sig
Cooper and Sig Langley have been posted . Good luck
gentlemen and we hope to see you all back at the Sqn soon.
Good luck to Sig 'Silverfox' Smith who has departed the Army
for the streets of London.
Welcome to Cpl 'Dougie' Parker, Cpl Paynter and LCpl
Roach who have all seen the light and escaped from the Tech
workshop. The Tp also welcomes LCpl Mark, Sig Hewes and
Sig Gowling. Congratulations to SSgt Oliver on his promotion
to W02 and Sig Goodwill on his promotion to LCpl. As a Tp,
we are now ready and looking forward to forthcoming
deployments to Brunei, Kenya, and Belize. At the moment,
mastering Bowman is our priority along with building a strong
team spirit.

After a mix up on the day of the race, we eventually made it to
Blandford, 5 mins before the close of registration. The warm up
was LCpl 'Montgomery' Burns moaning "I don't want to be
here" and Cpl 'Nicole' Appleby doing some weird yoga moves.
The race got under way and the Sqn was once again victorious
thanks to Cpl Appleby's warm up routine.

ARMY FINALS
The team once again headed back to RMA Sandhurst for the
Army Finals and everyone seemed to be in confident mood. Sig
Shyrane made a special appearance, driving all the way down
from Hadrian's Wall. A strong performance was shown by the
whole team resulting in 3rd place and a good end to a decent
cross country season.

SUPPORT TROOP
OC Sp Tp
ROMS
FofS
Tp SSgt

Capt
W02
W02
SSgt

R D Cowan
B Thornton
M Fawcett
F Deas

QM DEPARTMENT
CROSS COUNTRY TEAM
Team Capt
Team 21C

Sgt Springett
Cpl Reeves

This has been a successful season for the Cross Country Team.
Due to a large number of the Sqn's regular runners being away on
courses and leave, there were a number of individuals who were
tasked at the last minute with neither the ability nor the
inclination. However with this in mind the Sqn still performed to a
very high standard.

The QM's has seen a bit of a changeover of personalities both
during and after Op HERRICK IV.
Out went:
Capt (QM) Dougie Craig to OC HQ Sqn 22 Sig Regt on
promotion to Maj.
Cpl 'Chalkie' White to 1 (UK) CIV DIV.
Sig 'Woody' Wood to 2 Sig Regt on promotion to LCpl
In came:
Capt (QM) Rod Cowan from 38 Sig Regt
Cpl Reddy from 19 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
Cpl Judge from 2 Sig Regt
After a well deserved Post Op Tour Lec:ve followed by
reconstitution and Christmas leave, the dept found itself back in
the fray in the New Year. Why? Bowman, ABTF, BOO, LSI, Tp
reorganisation, and all by April! Then no doubt quickly followed
by whatever comes over the phone or email from the puzzle
palace (that's SHQ, if they are reading this!). That said, the G4
Team are in fine fettle and looking forward to the fast flow of the
year, and then preparation for our High Readiness role.

The OM has proved that he can pass his BPFA and does not
need the 12 mins 30 secs for the run part; but he could try to do
something about the press ups and sit ups. Although Christmas
has passed the QM has decided to buy Sig Bell an alarm clock
for the obvious reason.

TECH WORKSHOPS
The last few months have been as busy as ever, returning from a
successful op tour and getting into the swing of Bowman and
other Sqn routine. Management has changed with Sgt Gray
returning from the Falkland Islands after a 6 month tour and Cpl
Springett promoted to Sgt (well done). Also Sig Gordon has
been promoted to LCpl. On the social team the Tp had a
cracking Christmas party at Romford dogs, but LCpl Colling
ended up staying a little later than he should, after falling asleep
and missing the transport home! P Coy pass rates within the
workshops have been good, with LCpl Gordon and Cpl
Mortimer passing recently. LCpl Boyle has deployed for 6
months to the Falklands on the Fault Repair Team. It's going to
be a busy year ahead, so let's go to it!

CHARLIE TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Lt D Macklin
SSgt B King

On 17 January 2007, Charlie Tp took part in a day's rock climbing
which had been organized by Sgt Gray Wootton (finally using
his RLT for good use). The rock climbing took place at The
University of East Anglia's indoor sports centre. This fantastic
facility had a 50ft wall with the capacity to hold up to 10 climbers
at one time. Once arriving at the UEA we were all taken to the
climbing area and given a full safety brief by the trg staff,
consisting of Sgt Wootton, Lt Holloway and LCpl Wild. Once
the brief had finally finished we were all amazed at how much
LCpl Wild was like Spiderman, he hooked up to the wall and
before we had time to blink was at the top with the rope
connected. Now that the rope was attached, we could now begin
climbing. Using the skills taught in the brief, we began in pairs.
While one person climbed, his partner the 'belayer' held the rope
at the bottom in case the climber got tired and jacked before
reaching the top. On a separate part of the wall, there was a
small cave, designed for climbers to practice their climbing skills
whilst upside down. This was an extremely hard task as many of
the lads found out. However a small contest started and a few
members tried to climb from the bottom of the cave, around the
top and onto the ledge above. After 30 mins or so everyone had
given up trying.
Just before lunch everyone was exhausted and had little energy
to continue trg. This was great because it meant that it was time
for a 'small' lunch in the sport centre cafe. After eating the cafe
out of stock everyone was re-charged and ready to start climbing
again. By now everyone was becoming more and more confident
and some people started to do lead climbs. A few hours later,
there was a mutual consensus to "call it a day" because it was
getting late and nobody likes to be in work after five. The day
was superb, and now we are waiting for somebody to organise a
trip to The Grand Canyon to really test our skills.

19 LIGHT
AND .SIGNAL SClit.IDI
oc
RSM

The Sqn has settled in well to life in Iraq: providing reliable
comms and services for the Bde staff, providing much of the G4
manpower for units within the Contingency Operating Base

Webster's Night hosted by Bravo Troop
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(COB), deploying to provide rear link comms for the BGs and
helping implement new Bowman fits and concepts into vehs
across the AO.
Work continues to improve the infrastructure of Waterloo Lines,
and preparations for the 1 Mech Bde recces are also in full swing.
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presentation when he forgot to switch off the projector he has not
using, and was blissfully unaware of the distracting Windows
screen saver dancing away behind him as he spoke. Ops Officer,
Capt Lindsey Gallacher and Lt Glover put the troops through
their paces in the comd tasks, appropriating the nearest burden
to hand to make things difficult. Fridges and bikes were piled
onto the blindfolded troops who staggered around haplessly.

TIGRIS TROOP
Tigris Tp has continued to get out with the BGs on strike ops,
anti-smuggling ops and jaunts with the RN in the Gulf. We're thin
on the ground at the moment, a testament to how hard the lads
are working. Having completed a comms ex, organised a Unit
Selection Board (USB), set up several demonstration HQs and
found time to win the Waterloo Lines football league, we're
having a varied experience.

Oddly, everyone seemed to enjoy many of the events, and
although writing essays and giving presentations aren't
everyone's favourite pastimes, those who attended: Cpls Brown,
Kirkby, Kibble, Thomas and Holmes, Cfns French and
Wood, and Sig Fiann at least pretended to have found the
experience vaguely useful. Certainly, the standard across the
events rose since each candidate prepared beforehand, and
hopefully this will continue.

AN OPERATION WITH THE DANISH BATTLE GROUP
- by Sig Wood
Early in December I was informed that I was to provide Bowman
radio comms to the Danish BG, who were to mount a strike op in
Basra City. This was a great honour to me because I had never
worked with a foreign BG before, so I was looking forward to it
very much! That night I carried out a full comms test on my veh,
in preparation for the next morning.
The next day I was escorted to the Danish Base on another camp
to the south. On arriving at the camp, the Danes seemed
pleased to see me. Straight away I was taken to be introduced to
the Danish CO. He immediately thanked me for the comms sp I
was to provide and so left me feeling very welcome and also part
of the team. I was taken to a briefing room for an overview of the
night's op. I was slightly apprehensive that it would all be
conducted in Danish, but to my surprise, the whole brief was in
Engllsh. After some consultation I was informed of the location
my det was to take during the op. Initially this was to be a bit
close for comfort, as we were in an unarmoured Land Rover, but
the plan was changed and we were sited further back. Again, the
consideration of the BG for our ideas filled us with confidence.
Prior to the move towards the forward base we were to work
from , the Danish were very helpful by handing out extra comms
eqpt and water. The convoy move took 2 hrs and we did another
comms check before H Hour.
At H hour we moved into position and successfully established
comms. To my surprise the strike had already started and we
were already receiving messages from the Danish to send to Bde
HQ straight away. To my relief, the comms link we were providing
remained robust during the op to ground and air assets. After no
more than 30 mins we were informed that we could collapse
comms and standby to move at short notice. We were then given
the order to move in convoy back to our original base.
In summary I believe our effort in the op was a success. I am
confident that we provided a good, robust comms link back to
Bde HQ in support of the Danish BG. Working with the Danes
was a great experience for all concerned and as such we look
forward to any future ops with them.

BRITISH FORCES FEDERATION SHOW - by LCpl Bostock
On 13 December, we had a visit from Joe Pasquale, Gary
Rhodes and Katherine Jenkins. Joe and Katherine
performed a show for all ranks . It was very welcome to all of us
at Basra Air Station. Laughter was heard throughout as Joe
cracked his jokes ('what's the difference between an Army officer
and a shopping trolley? A shopping trolley has a mind of its
own .. .') and Katherine sang us some pop songs and some
classics. Some of the lads said they felt as if they were
somewhere else when she sang Nessun Dorma. The show was a
great morale booster for all of us who got the chance to see it.
We would gladly welcome them back .
After the show and the next day at the helicopter landing site the
celebrities gave us ample opportunities to get photos taken with
them. Joe posed with rifle and bayonet, chinstrap undone - guilty
of impersonating an officer, as he said. Katherine put herself
about a bit, giving us lads a kiss on the cheek, she was the
winner! Gary Rhodes didn't seem too happy, probably as all of

View from the helicopter over rural Basra
great night. It was a little cold and there was a lot of waiting, but
the build up to the event, patrolling and being out on the ground
was a great experience and one which I'll never forget.

Joe Pasquale and Katherine Jenkins with the lads in Basra
his ingredients had been seized on his trip up from Kuwait.
All in all it was a great success and a well deserved morale boost
to all of us here.

THE NIGHT BEFORE CHRISTMAS - by LCpl Chaudry
It was a mild Christmas Eve and I was buzzing with excitement.
Not because it was nearly Christmas, but because my Tp OC had
asked me if I would like to go out on a patrol with the Brigade
Surveillance Company (BSC) and provide HF manpack radio
comms. Of course, I leapt at the chance to get out on the
ground.
Rehearsals were 1300hrs so I turned up at the BSC's base with
everything I needed and we went over helicopter and patrolling
drills. All the lads were really friendly and let me get involved as
much as I could. My job was to stay by the BSC OC in order to
provide him comms back to HQ, should he need them. I was
loaned some green DPM combats, given night vision goggles by
the Sgt Maj and told to be ready for 1645hrs. The time came
round; I attended a brief then put some cam cream on my face,
loaded and made my wpn ready. We made our way to the
Helicopter Landing Site (HLS) and waited for a Sea King to drop
us off at our destination.
As I sat on the helicopter, adrenaline was rushing through me.
Looking around seeing everyone cammed up and the variety of
wpns and accessories, I knew this is for real - this is the reason I
signed on the dotted line. Our aim was to make our way to a
housing estate on the northern edge of Basra, an area that had
been used to launch rockets at coalition bases. As we were
tabbing into location we were spotted by a motorcyclist and
some men sitting on a wall. There was some shooting in the
distance, but it was inter-tribal fighting and not aimed at us.
We reached the location and lay in position. The OC told me to
switch my radio off and get in a good firing position. I didn't
need to be told twice. It was a cold night and we lay there for
several hrs. Nothing happened; there was just the sound of the
city in the distance. The time passed, and I simply soaked up the
experience of lying outside in the real Iraq, not cooped up behind
the Air Station defences. The OC was then told to return to the
landing ground for the flight back to base. There was a group of
lads with a veh but it turned out they were herding camels. We
were picked up and dropped off back at the HLS at the airport.
We went back to Norwegian lines for a debrief, then I was
dropped off by one of the drivers back to my accn. I had had a

DAGGER DET BASRA PALACE - by LCpl Corlett
Dagger Det crew has now been here in Basra Palace since 1
November 06, comprising Cpl Jenny Ingram, LCpl Paul
Chappell, LCpl Bish Bishnu and LCpl Roni Corlett. We
continue to live the dream with satellite TV, internet, comfy beds
with duvets and an en suite (sorry guys). We have however made
up for this by receiving indirect fire almost every day. The closest
one landing on the roof of the building we work in, just missing
our satellite dish. Bummer!
Various other things we have been up to whilst keeping comms in
and working are med trg with the ciwies, shooting with numerous
security advisory teams and Bowman trg with Cpl Scott
Megraw. We have also been internet and satellite engineers as
the contractors are too scared to come here. We're all still
waiting for our pay cheque please.
It all went downhill when we heard there was a Synergy Node
coming down to take over from us. Was the Dagger Det destined
to be moved back to the APOD? Not yet anyway, as after only
one week of the new kit being installed, the Synergy Node broke
and Dagger Det came to the rescue and within mins the BG
could phone home once again.
Is Dagger Det safe? Only time will tell.

UNIT SELECTION BOARD - by Capt Whil/is
The unit ran a selection board for aspiring Yeomen, Foremen,
Supervisors (IS), Artificers and Officers on 24/25 January 07. The
board followed the established Army Officer Selection Board
process, with a repertoire of comd and leaderless tasks, gp
discussions, interviews, an essay, a planning ex and a
presentation giving opportunities for the candidates to impress
and demonstrate their skills. A high-minded tone was
immediately set by Cfn Wood, who promised to reveal 'The Truth
about Fear' in his presentation, imitating an evangelical lifestyle
coach in between indirect fire attacks. Cpl Andy Holmes, who
seems to have been up to some skulduggery during his time in
theatre, showed or rather responsibly kept to himself, the secrets
of lock picking in a thoroughly entertaining presentation. Cpl
'Speedy' Thomas, attached from 101 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn,
refused to find any bad points about himself when asked in the
final interview, and his good performance generally bore this out.
Cpl Kibble led his syndicate through the night to come up with a
gp solution to the planning ex after some abortive individual
written attempts. Cfn French provoked hilarity during his
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Leaderless Tasks

EUPHRATES TROOP
LIFE IN RADCON - BRIGADE HQ - by Cpl Brown
Since 15 November 2006, the official start of Op TELIC 9,
RADCON has been officially 209 Sig Sqn property. Over the past
3 months all the RADCON troops have relished the challenges
working within a Bde HQ, and for many it has been the first time
on ops. Three months have now past, nearly half way through
the tour, and life in RADCON is improving daily. The R&R
programme has kicked in and the end is in sight. RADCON
welcomed reinforcements in the form of Cpl Ant Kirkby and
LCpl 'Durks' Durkin midway through December, both having
completed their Class 1 courses. Sgt 'Barney· Beevers has
arrived from one of the Synergy Mobile dets and is keeping us all
on our toes. His jokes are a constant good feature of the day.
Although RADCON has been busy at times Lt Glover and SSgt
Matt Coverley have been working hard behind the scenes to
ensure life in RADCON is far from boring. We have detached
pers with the Air Reaction Force (ARF); currently this is LCpl Rob
Smith. We also have an Immediate Response Operator (IRO)
providing TacSat and Dial Up I-Net. LCpl Paul Tranter is
enjoying this so much he does not want to be replaced, although
Sig 'Angry' Thompson is desperate to get back on this Gucci
job. When the lads and lasses are not in RADCON, the gym
within Waterloo Lines is normally where they can be found. LCpl
Emily Izzard is the main occupant. I use the other gym, which
is why no one has yet seen me working out.

COB SUPPORT TROOP - by Sgt Thomas
It's been a very busy time for all the depts so far in the tour,
especially with the formation of COB (Contingency Operating
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Base) Sp Tp. There are a number of augmentees in the dept with
a stores background, which has helped enormously, too many to
name personally but welcome. The QM, Maj Stillie. has started
a fitness driv~ which the lads are slowly coming round to. The
RQMS(T), so<.r1 to be W01(RSM) Morris at 101 Log Bde HQ &
Sig Sqn (261) for those of you reading this at Aldershot, throws
his knowledge, amongst other things, around the shop floor.
Congratulations from all the QM's team on your promotion and
we wish you and your family all the best. R&R has started and
some have returned in a better state of mind than others.
The MT section is in disarray as the decorators are in to re-paint
and refurbish the building; however, they will be kicked out for the
new residents and moved into a Portacabin. All is not lost as
they will soon move to a new location to work and to rest with the
luxury of en suite bathrooms. We can't wait! The MT has also
lost the Snatch Multiple drivers to 19 CSS Bn in Shaiba Log Base

(SLB) and no longer carries out Force Protection from the COB.
This is a long term plan and was the brainchild of the QM and
MTWO. This will reduce the number of convoys in the AOR .
When 19 CSS Bn moves to COB, the convoys will further reduce
due to the closure of SLB. The logistics to move 17 pers went
well, and they are now enjoying life in SLB. Only the augmentees
assigned to the COB MT went to SLB, with 7 remaining in the Sig
Sqn. Job specs have been reviewed and re-written and all looks
rosy for future TELICs. The COB Eqpt Care directive has been
written to capture all of the smaller units within the COB and to
improve the standard of maint. So, fingers crossed, 1 Mech Bde
will get a good handover in July.
Goodbye and congratulations to Cpl Burgess on promotion to
Sgt and to LCpl Reddy on promotion to Cpl. We also welcome
LCpl Robertson.

20 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (200)
oc
RSM

Maj FE Hargreaves
W01(RSM) F Fensom

courses, exs and AT. With a good mix of a 'work hard - play
hard' ethos in the Sqn, I am looking forward to the events and
challenges that will face me.

BACK TO THE GARAGES - by Sig Luke Prince
On 15 November 2006, I witnessed the Sqn disembarkation at
Hanover International Airport. The last 7 months on Op TEUC 8
had been challenging and at times had tested us to our limits.
After a decompression package it was time for some well earned
leave. We all had bulging bank accounts and it was time to use
them, especially as our leave period covered the Christmas
season.
On returning to the garages, it was like an old family reunion.
Everyone was buzzing and chatting about leave. Firstly the unit
is just at the beginning of its Bowmanisation, meaning all the
ASVs will be completely stripped, cleaned out thoroughly and
transported to the Bowman conversion team, which is an
immense amount of work. Bowmanisation is not just about our
eqpt though. All pers need to be fully trained on the new tools at
our disposal. This in itself is no small undertaking as the
Advanced Signaller Course requires many man hours to complete
and it provides an extensive, mainly computer based form of trg.
However it is not all work.

RE-TRADING TO IS ENGINEER - by LCpl Stuwert Patterson
Being a Royal Signals tradesman is a varied and unpredictable
job. I am LCpl Stuwert Patterson of 200 Sig Sqn and I am
currently in the process of changing my trade within the Corps.
wish to change from a Radio Systems Operator and become an
IS Eng. Subsequently, I have spent the past 3 weeks attached to
my Sqn's IS Dept. Feeling initially out of place due to the change
of scene, I was quickly accepted within the small workforce.
I was initially put to the task of supplying myself with a working
area and desktop PC, which I was required to build with what
was available from the IT eqpt store.

PC repair. The next step for me is to have a SPSO's interview at
ASS Blandford and get loaded onto an available Class 3 course.
A change of trade within the Corps is an option I would
recommend to anyone considering leaving the Army. There are
many varied and interesting jobs available to Royal Signal
soldiers and my advice to anyone in the Corps who is uncertain
of their future in their current trade group is to consider re-trading
before they decide to sign off.

"WELCOME HOME" TO 20 ARMOURED BRIGADE
- by Sig 'Taff' Voyle
On 30 January, the Mayor of Paderborn held a welcome home
reception for 20 Armd Bde at Schloss Neuhaus castle, which was
attended by a mix of cap badges from across the Bde who had
deployed on Op TELIC 8. The University City of Paderborn is
located in the German province of Nord Rhine Westphalia and it
is the home for the majority of the units in 20 Armd Bde. With
just under 10% of the population in the British Armed Forces and
a noticeable amount of employment generated by the garrison,
the soldiers who live here feel a part of the local community.
The Mayor gave a short and informative brief, where he
congratulated the Bde for its successful op tour and extended a
welcome home from the City to all the members of the Bde who
had deployed on Op TELIC 8.
The Mayor also told us about the City in which we lived. He told
us about its history, what Paderborn's economy gives to the
world, what construction is taking place in Paderborn and how
the Army are not the only group of people living in the city. The
entire evening didn't last too long in but it was a good
opportunity to find out about our local city and enjoy the
hospitality that was offered.

Unfortunately, due to the effects of "global warming'', there was
not enough snow and the wind began to pick up, so on Friday all
the ski lifts were down and we had a no ski day. But not to worry
there was a back up plan.
A local concentration camp was open to the public, so a day tnp
was organised for us to go, look, listen and learn. Saturday
turned out to be yet another no ski day, but this time we were off
climbing at a local leisure centre. It took a while to get started
but once we got into the swing and ups and downs of everything
it was fantastic.
Although I felt a bit guilty because my weight meant I could not
belay anyone, they did not mind me proceeding up the wall to the
top the 3 times I did attempt it. Sunday and finally we were able
to go back onto the slopes and catch up on time lost. Monday
and Tuesday we were given ski touring eqpt and started to learn
how to ski tour.
The group consensus by the end of the day was that it was a lot
more fun to catch the ski lift to the top of the mountain instead of
walking up on skis. We were also taught how to dig snow
shelters which was hot and hard work, but rewarding to start with
until I was unfortunately ambushed by my group and buried waist
deep in a snow hole followed by "in coming" snowballs from
every angle.
The rest of the week was mainly just fun skiing to improve our
basic skills and increase our time and experience on skis. We
also tried to learn some of the tricks that the instructors
demonstrated to us, most of which ended in disaster although it
was still good fun to try.

EXERCISE SNOW WARRIOR - by Sig Naomi Backhouse

MAJ FISHER'S GOC COMMENDATION

As if Mondays weren 't bad enough, it was 0730hrs and several of
us are doing the 10 min walk across Sennelager camp armed
with bergens and rucksacks, ready to board a coach and make a
tedious six hr journey to Oberstdorf, Bavaria. However it was
worth the drive to participate in a 10 day skiing ex. After arriving
a little later than expected, we were all issued our kit, allocated
rooms and we proceeded, in true military fashion, to the bar for a
few friendly get to know everyone drinks!

A fact finding and liaison visit by Brig Meyer to 200 Sig Sqn
proved an ideal opportunity to present Maj Neil Fisher with a
GOC's Commendation for his work in Iraq on Op TELIC 8. Maj
Fisher's wife, Sabina was also present for the presentation of
his Commendation. Brig Meyer expressed his admiration for the
hard work that was done in preparation for and during the Sqn's
deployment on Op TELIC 8 by Maj Fisher.

The first day on skis was probably the most amusing; I don't
recall seeing one person (and I include myself) who by the end of
the day, had not gone head first into the snow at a rapid speed! I
think we had all had enough by the end of it and we proceeded
back to the lodge for a good night's sleep. For the next few days
it was much of the same, apart from the number of falls

At the same time other members of the Sqn are away on Ex
SNOW WARRIOR in Bavaria. This is a completely cost free
package that covers a 2 week skiing course with no soldiering
involved. It is a brilliant opportunity for people to get to ski for
the first time, brush up on old skills or master the toughest slopes
the resort has to offer. The majority that participate in the ex
obtain their Basic Ski Proficiency and their Ski Tour Proficiency
over the 2 week period.

becoming less and we all seemed to be progressing very well
including some of the novice skiers amongst us.

He worked tirelessly in the build up period to the Sqn's
deployment and once deployed, he assumed the role of QM Joint
Support Unit Basra, responsible for the G4 admin of Basra Air
Station. It was clear to all those who deployed from the HQ & Sig
$qn that Maj Fisher contributed to the smooth daily running of
the Station.

Soon enough the RSIT team will be paying a visit to inspect our

AFV 439s, so these wagons are being prepared to the required
standard for the most rigorous inspections they will be subjected
to this year. Being an independent Sig Sqn, we are used to
dealing with these sorts of occurrences and as always our team
work and good spirit will ensure the job gets done.

LCpl Patterson builds his own PC

Looking to the future, a tour to the Falklands requires a volunteer
and the planning for 5 different AT Expeds is well underway. The
Lanyard Trophy is also on the horizon meaning any budding
enthusiasts will soon be commencing their trg to compete in this
prestigious and challenging event.

As daunting as this task first seemed, I was able to draw from
knowledge attained while attending a hands-on PC configuration
and troubleshooting course. This is a civilian recognised course,
which I was required to attend prior to an op deployment to
Bosnia.

Looking back, the year 2006 had been a strenuous year for the
Sqn where everyone has performed well. 2007 is shaping up to
be an even more challenging and eventful year comprising career

Over the ensuing weeks I have gained valuable practice in setting
up a network and performing fault finding, as well as setting up
and maintaining a server, performing hands on fault finding and
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Extreme weather conditions for skiing
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Maj Fisher receives his GOC's Commendation from Brig Meyer
with the Maj Fred Hargreaves and Sabma Fisher looking on

155

--- ---------- -

--~----- -------------

close second. Bravo Tp (more
specifically Cpl Buckingham) was
tasked to organise and run the
annual Mercury Cup March and
Shoot in January as a build up to the
Cadre Course being held by the Sqn
later in the month . It was decided
that as a change, the competition
would not consist of the normal Smile slog followed by a shoot.
.· ---";:;iii:j~"' Instead, a 5-mile route was chosen
which would be followed by 2 laps of
the asslt course and then the FIBUA
shoot to finish.

39 INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (213)
oc
SSM

Maj C M Vaudin
W01 (RSM Spiers

JNCO LEADERSHIP AND i.:EVELOPMENT COURSE
21 JANUARY - 1 FEBRUAP.Y 07 - by LCpl rudmore
Twenty eight lucky LCpls and Sigs arrived at SHQ on a
blustery Sunday morning in anticipation of a long trip to
Magilligan Trg Area on Sunday 21 January. Nobody was
sure of what was in store for them over the coming 2
weeks.
After arriving at Magilligan, it was straight to the accn and
a quick change into PT kit for a 1.5 mile best effort run.
This was used as a rough guide to place each soldier into
one of the 3 sects that were in the Pl. Once back and
showered, a briefing was given by the OS as to what to
expect from the course and what was expected of us. The
program for the first week looked hectic and it didn't
disappoint our expectations. More worrying were the
massive gaps in the programme for the fd phase, which
had the uninformative title of Ex Phase at the top of every
page.

The concept of marching in time proved challenging for some

As with all worthwhile courses, there was to be a drill competition
at the end of the first week. The idea was probably conjured up
by Sgt Bonney, as he had just completed his drill course and
was a firm believer that drill was a pill to be taken at least once a
day. So what better way to get us off and running than an RSM's
inspection the following morning. Of course bulled boots were ~
necessity, so the rest of the day and evening was spent prepanng
our kit and bulling boots. Every morning, to everyone's delight, a
slot in the timetable was dedicated to drill and not just drill, but
rifle drill. There was no let up with the physical activities either as
there was a physical challenge on Day 2 which manifested itself
as a burden retrieval with a little bit of map reading thrown in just
for giggles. This was very hard work for all but was good for each
sect to begin working as a team and to see each others strengths
and weaknesses.
Day 3 brought us more drill, lessons and a day NavEx. The ex
was a good 3 to 4 hrs long depending on performance but
without exception, it was very arduous and boggy. Not one
person came back with dry feet. LCpl Cudmore and LCpl
Skingley put in a very laudable effort to come in first and
managed to beat the OS time to gain the most points even
though the map reading instructors, Cpl Young and Cpl Ayres,
placed the last check point in the wrong pl~~e. Day 4 was a
.
range day with a march and shoot competition thrown 1n. By this
point a few of the students were feel ing a bit worse for w~ar with
some injuries creeping in. These were to prove to be the first of
many.
Day s was spent out on the area brushing up and learning fd craft
followed by a chance to put it to practical use on a night spent
out on the trg area. So Day 5 merged into Day 6 during which we
were introduced to ambush drills, which would come in handy
during the next week. As we hadn't indulged in any physical
activity for a few hrs, we had another physical challenge which
consisted of a 2 mile speed march as a squad, followed by a sect
2 mile best effort run carrying rifle and webbing.
The afternoon was used to iron out any last creases in our drill
routine and preparing for our lessons that we had to give the
following day. A let up was granted on the no drinking policy for
the weekend, which was warmly welcomed by all. Day 7 was
quite relaxed compared to the previous 6 with only the drill
competition and a few lessons to contend with before everyone
retired to the bar. It also marked the end of Week 1 and the
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Jumping with frustration and stepping out with panache - 3 Sect
lead the way
'comfy phase' of the course! By this point Sig Goodgame had
apparently lost the ability to speak any louder than a mouse, so
was not able to attend the majority of the ex phase. The rest of
us got all our kit together and left for the delightful hills to the
south. Before our final departure, we were given a trip flare
lesson by the ever informative Sgt Bonney and Cpl Ayres. 2Lt
Ash Jeyes was to be the Pl Comd and newly promoted Sgt
Fraser was Pl Sgt. After the first advance to the harbour area,
which tested the navigational abilities of Cpl Allan, LCpl
Cudmore and the ever cheerful Sig Chambers, we realised our
feet weren't going to be dry for any stretch of time over the next
week. To say that the ground was boggy and wet would have
been the understatement of the year. Sect comds and 21Cs were
appointed at will by the OS, so everyone got a chance to take
comd and encourage (shout at) the rest of the sect.
Day 9 was set aside for trg in sect attacks, recce patrols and ~he
occupation of an OP. A run through of a Pl attack was also given
by the gaiter-loving Capt Ahsan. Once this ended, we marched
back to our harbour position and picked up our bergens and
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The warning orders went out well in
advance to give each team the
optimum amount of time to hand
pick the elite of their Tp. The team
should have consisted of 1 x
Officer/SNCO and 7 x ORs.
However, as this is a busy
operational unit, when it came to the
crunch most teams just grabbed
whoever had just got back off leave.
As a matter of courtesy, ECM (FP)
Sqn was invited to compete. While
Not happy with the amount of firepower, Sig Ronner takes affairs into his own hands
not actually part of the 213 Sig Sqn,
they do work just next door to us
advanced (waded) on to another harbour location. As soon as
and they give the impression of being slightly lonely. To their
we were in position each sect was sent out on a recce patrol. All
credit, they responded with enthusiasm at the prospect of
the patrols were back in the harbour by 01 OOhrs and everybody
competing. They also noted early on that they probably wouldn't
was more than ready for their doss bags but 2Lt Jeyes had
be able to field a team as per the Warning Order. Their initial
other ideas. A Pl attack was the plan and was to be executed at
response was that there was no problem but when their actual
0300hrs. Everyone's idea of a night out! This Pl attack was the
team composition was revealed (4x SNCOs and 4 x ORs).
undoing for a number of us with LCpls Jones, Bray and
Eyebrows were raised. Alpha, Bravo and India Tps did their best
Chadwick heading for the showers early with injuries. After 2Lt
to stick to the rules, but it was accepted that because of
Jeyes lost his temper a little bit, the attack finished almost at
manpower requirements, exceptions to the rules would have to
sunrise and we occupied a hasty harbour to get some well
be made. The competition was to be run on the Wednesday, with
earned sleep.
a practice day being run on the preceding Tuesday. This was
specifically for the teams to practice the asslt course and to learn
Day 1O was spent sorting out admin and preparing for the night.
the shoot. In theory therefore, each team would be better
Our newly learnt ambush drills were to come in handy. After
prepared.
executing a smooth ambush, we were loaded onto minibuses and
ferried off the horrendous hill back to the trg area - but our ordeal
However India Tp knew better. All other teams sent their full
was far from over. The next day and night was spent doing Pl
teams down. While India Tp supplied 3 guys. What was their
attacks and recce patrols. This was all in the lead up to our final
cunning plan? The answer was 3 decoys and 5 secret weapons?
attack on Day 12. Sleep was definitely not on the cards with a
We were to find out. The practice day went perfectly with nice
late night, copious amounts of stag and an early start the order of
weather to boot. In line with the belief that if it's not raining it's
the day. We were finally at the last hurdle with us ready to attack
not trg, the bad weather was booked for competition day. Strong
the last stand of the Magillistan Freedom Front (MUFF). As with
winds and side-ways rain made things a little uncomfortable for
all final attacks we had the obligatory, but never understood,
c9mpetitors and admin staff alike. The shoot had to be modified
advance through a stream just before H-hour. Wet boots made no
slightly, and a few obstacles had to be declared OOB.
difference once the attack started and the adrenalin was
pumping. All went well and every last enemy position was
The order of march for the teams was: ECM (FP), Alpha, Bravo,
obliterated to the obvious delight of all the OS in general and 2Lt
and then India. The times for the march, the asslt course, and the
Jeyes in particular.
scores from the shoot were deliberately kept secret from all
The course started with 28 soldiers and finished with 18. Better
than anything, this illustrated the arduous and physically
demanding nature of the course. But it was also extremely
mentally challenging. Fd craft skills improved dramatically over
the course as well as most people's slow marching. But most
importantly it gave people a chance to see what their true
capabilities were and improved on, or even instilled for the first
time, leadership skills which are of paramount importance to a
soldier. Congratulations to the members of 3 Sect who won best
sect and LCpl Potts for earning the award for best student.

MERCURY CUP MARCH AND SHOOT 17 JANUARY 2007
- by Cpl Buckingham

"Happy New Year and welcome back!" was the first thing heard
by many soldiers of 39 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn after they returned
from Christmas leave on 15 January. "Oh, and by they way,
you're on a March and Shoot competition on the 17th" followed a
THE WIRE, APRIL 2007

teams to add suspense. At this point I would like to reveal India
Tp's secret plan. It was to send 8 members to compete but only
have 5 of them in date for wpn handling. Thus they only had 5
firers. How that was supposed to work I don't know. Needless to
say it didn't. All the competitors enjoyed the day, saying it was
different and yet satisfying, and that they thoroughly appreciated
the opportunity to enjoy this competition so close to coming off
leave. The results were:
March
Position

Assault Course
Position

Shooting
Position

Overall
Position

ECM (FP)

2

1

1

1

Alpha

1

2

3

2

Bravo

3

3

2

3

India

4

4

4

4

Team
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JOINT FORCE COl\11 AND HEADQUARTERS BRUNSSUM
Allied Joint Force Command
Headquarters Brunssum (JFC HO
Brunssum) is located in Brunssurr1,
the Netherlands.

DCS

1 game so far this season. Their first game will be against the
other frontrunner 1 Sqn, so wait out for the results in the next
Wire! We say goodbye to LCpl Jase Knight who is posted to 7
Sig Regt on promotion - all the best from The JSSU Dogs!

DCSA - CYPRUS COMMUNICATIONS UNIT

OISD

Sqn Comd
Unit Sgt Maj

It was built upon the former HQ
Allied Forces Central Europe's (HQ
AFCENT) infrastructure, which has
been in use since 1967 and former
RHQ AFNORTH.
The primary operation that JFC
Brunssum continues to have is
leading the International Security
Assistance Force (ISAF) mission in
Afghanistan.
On 15 December 2006, Lt Col
Adam Ewell was presented with a
Comd's Commendation for his work
in JR Plans in support of the ISAF
mission.

Murray from Rhine Area Support Unit who will become the Unit
Estate Warden. Huge congratulations go to Cpl Paul Clancy on
successfully passing his All Arms Skill At Arms Course. The Sqn
football team started the New Year in good form, having lost only

The JFC Commander, Gen Gerhard W Back presenting his commendation to Lt Col Adam Ewell

Maj AS Johnson
W02(SSM) K Crawford

Once again, it's been a wildly successful charity fundraising year
for the Sqn and the wider Unit. The past 12 months have seen
the Unit raise over £2000 sterling this year for the Army and RAF
Benevolent Funds. After a hectic, yet fun year of fundraising
which has seen both Army and RAF pers take part in high profile
events that ranged from the physically demanding, such as the
Griffin 500 and the DCSA CCU Walkdown in November through
to the rather more sedate, such as raffles and quizzes. Once the
final amoun s had been calculated, pers from both the DCSA
CCU Charities and Walkdown committees came together to
present a cheque for £2000 to CO DCSA CCU, Wg Cdr Chris
Featherstone, who accepted the donation on behalf of the RAF
and Army Benevolent Funds from Capt Jim Boyden (OC DCSA
CCU Charities). Also pictured are Sgt Brian Innes (DCSA CCU
Walkdown Organiser), Sgt Donna Gregson (DCSA CCU
Charities Chairperson) and W02(SSM) Kev Crawford, (Winning
Walkdown team representative), who smashed the record for the
fastest time.

on pushing ourselves trying to improve our technique on the
slalom gates, a difficult task, and we were introduced to the
Grand Slalom (GS). This was a much more attractive proposition
and far easier to master. Race week finally arrived. Our best
hope was LCpl Pain who had excelled himself throughout. All
we needed was for him to stay upright and we were in with a
chance of a top 10 finisher. The team raced in various events,
including individual/team GS and individual/team slalom. Notable
results were LCpl Pain with an overall individual position of 10th
with the remainder of the team finishing respectably in the middle
of the table, having all surpassed any personal expectations. For
the team events, out of 18 teams the DCSA CCU skiers managed
to get an 8th in the GS and 7th in the Slalom. The general
consensus is that the trip has been a huge success and one that
we would all love to repeat in the future.

JOINT SERVICE SIGNAL UNIT (CYPRUS)
co
RSM

Lt Col C M cintosh
WOI L Crossing

In December the Officers and SNCOs took on the JNCOs in the
traditional Christmas matches on the Rugby and Football
pitches. Despite desperate struggles by the 'old and bold'
Officers and SNCOs, the juniors managed to win both matches.
There were a few minor injuries as expected, but unfortunately
the Adjt, Capt 'Rich' Quinsey, managed to snap his
collarbone!
Families and service pers all joined together in the combined
mess for a Christmas carol service. The service was led by
Padre Kevin Prince and we almost lifted the roof with our
vocal talent! The children of Ayios Nikolaos primary school took
to the stage and performed a fantastic show for all the families.
After an assortment of Christmas parties and sore heads, the
Unit have settled well into the New Year and have completed
many interesting activities. The BFC weight loss challenge is well
under way. All entrants must gain sponsorship to lose 1 pound a
week for 8 weeks or pay up themselves! As a result, beer sales
across the Unit have declined rapid ly after the Christmas period!
The Unit Squash team travelled to RAF Akrotiri to complete in an
All-Island event. LPT 'M illhouse' Derbyshire and Cpl John
Parkinson represented the Unit but unfortunately they came
away empty handed. On the other hand, the All-Island
Orienteering competition is mid-season and the Unit is in total
control of the league.

play hard'! Immediately after the Christmas break, the Sqn
organised a Potential Officer course with many demanding tasks
to complete. This tested the guys' potential. During one of the
comd tasks, Cpl 'Katy' Steed shouted out as a plank was
heading for one of the soldiers private parts - "watch your giblets
mate!"
Concentration lapsed while an outburst of laughter beganl
Members of the ICC completed a half marathon in Limassol,
raising money for charity. 1 Sqn hosted the partner club CAMEO
coffee morning with a Valentine t heme. SSM 'Billy' Kidd looked
rather strange in an apron decorating shortbread love hearts! We
welcome LCpls Fear, Gillan and Hunt from 14 Sig Regt.

HQ SQUADRON
SSM

Sqn Ldr M Gellini
W02 R Kidd

oc
SSM

Sqn Ldr Gellini is firmly in Comd of the Sqn, although at first he
struggled to link PT and 0630hrs together!! With the ever
increasing op tempo, 1 Sqn pers are continuing to 'work hard,
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VISIT OF COL M LITTLE, AD OVERSEAS

The victors

1 SQUADRON

oc

The Unit Ski Team

The CO DCSA CCU receives a cheque for £2000 on behalf of the
Army and RAF Benevolent Funds

Maj J Boyle
W02 Middleton

The Sqn would like to welcome Sig Wilkes from 16 Sig Regt,
who is joining the MT Tp on promotion to LCpl. Also W02
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EXERCISE M ERCURY GLACIER 10 - SSgt Taff Laugher
An elite team of 5 DCSA CCU skiers set off for the ski resort of
Kaprun, Austria, bound for the Corps Ski Championships, which
took place during the period of 11 November - 9 December. The
team comprised SSgt Lougher, Cpl Bate, LCpl Pain, Sig
Matthews from Infra Sqn) and SAC Bond from Ground Radio,
RAF Akrotiri. On Day 1 the challenge was to get to the ski store
to collect skis, boots, lift passes, poles and the itinerary that
would let us know what was to be achieved during the 3 weeks
of trg and the final dramatic race week.

Over the period 5 - 9 February 07, Infra and HQ Sqn were visited
by Col M Little (late Royal Signals) in his capacity as AD
Overseas. Over the period of the visit, he visited all three Sqn
locations and was briefed on the Sqn's ongoing sp to Ops such
as HERRICK and HIGH BROW, the ongoing work to complete JPA
projects and was briefed on the Bowman and COERS systems
provided by the Sqn.
Although the programme was extremely hectic and packed, the
Col still found time to speak with the majority of Sqn pers, as well
as attend a surprise birthday party in a Japanese restaurant in
Aiya Napa!

Throughout Week 1 it felt as if we were being taught to ski again,
even those of us that considered ourselves to be experienced
and more than competent found that there were still one or two
tricks that we could learn. We are all graded and placed into gps.
By the end of the Week 2 and with just slightly more snow, we
were finally allowed to get used to the slalom and starti ng gates,
a completely new experience for all of us

Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

By Week 3, It became apparent that some of us could not ski as
well as we had originally thought. Not to be deterred, we carried

Dhekelia has had yet another busy month, with the imminent
arrival of JPA adding to the Tp's responsibilities there has been
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DHEKELIA TROOP
Capt Jim Boyden
SSgt 'Kips' Fisher
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no end of projects and tasks to be completed.
Throughout this past few months the Inst Techs have
been working through the projects like men
possessed. Special mentions to Sgt Stennett and
Cpl Pearce for leading the drive. Cpl Pearce has
been doing what Cpl Pearce does best, grafting to
meet deadlines and still finding tinie for a bit of MT
cricket (LCpl Pain needing remedial bowling). The
Operators in the unit, along with t:1e IS Engs and
''token tech", Cpl Brewington, have been keepin,:i
the faults within the Garrison in order, and keeping up
his multi-task reputation. Cpl Brewington has been
standing in for the absent FofS Gray ....well done that
man!
Over the past few months Dhekelia Tp, along with the
wider Sqn and indeed BFC as a whole, has been
committed to supporting both Op HERRICK and Op
TELIC, with crews of Inst Techs often departing on
short tours to assist with projects. Ever mindful of the
need to stay in touch with loved ones and to assist
with soldiers' personal admin, Cpls Graham Brown
and Matt Caddy have recently worked out of hours to
convert an underused room in Tp lines into a Welfare
Internet suite, which features Internet terminals and will
house access to JPA terminals when it comes online
shortly.

EXERCISE GRIFFINS COMPANION - THE UNIT WIVES'
EXERCISE - by Cpl Scott Lewis
Dhekelia Tp recently hosted the inaugural Unit Wives' ex, which
started at a leisurely 0930hrs on a warm November morning.
Most of the competitors arrived on time, which wasn't bad for a
mil style ex! The ladies and Mr Matt Lewis were split into 2
sects, with each sect assigned a mini bus and driver (funny how
each driver happened to be married to someone in their sect) and
after struggling into some rather tight coveralls they were
deployed ready to face the day ahead.
Probably the most eagerly awaited and anticipated stand of the
day was the 25m range. Most of the "companions" stood around
looking rather pensive as SSgt Billy Stennett gave them a
thorough safety brief on the shoots they were about to undertake.
A few nervous jokes aside and the first 2 were up on the firing
point, the CO's wife, M rs Louise Featherstone and Mrs Jamie
Fisher assisted by Cpls Si Brewington and Dino Simpson,
who according to their brand new rank slides are both Skill at
Arms Instructors. A couple of very good Clint Eastwood stances
later, their magazines were empty and the enemy were dead (well
just about dead or really scared). After this the "Companions"
took up their rifles and naturally their shooting accuracy
increased. Even Mr Matt Lewis managed to hit the target!

AKROTIRI TROOP

Considering none of the participants had ever fired before, the
shooting was of a surprisingly high standard, with Mrs Rachel
Gray achieving the highest score of 22 and was later heard
briefing her husband SSgt (FofS) Barney Gray on the finer
points of 'Marksmanship Principles'.
Meanwhile, on the Indoor Obstacle Course, Sgt Wayne Stewart
was relishing the thought of "beasting some wives! " He went
about instructing the ladies and Matt in the correct methods to
perform each obstacle, with displays that could only be
compared to an Olympic gymnast. The sects lined up, ready to
attack the first obstacle. With the "Eye of the tiger'' ringing in
their ears, the whistle was blown. Off they went with the speed of
a thousand hurdling gazelles (well not quite). The Gate Vault was
tackled with what could only be described as such grace that
would put us professionals to shame. Trust a man to be Sect 1's
undoing, with Matt Lewis falling flat on his face, Sect 2 won the
Obstacle Course.
Feeling thoroughly exhausted the "Companions" were ready for
some hearty scoff, but they had to settle for a lesson on the
culinary delight that is the 24hr ration pack. The cooking
instruction for this lesson was given by Sig Dave Stevens. The
lesson began with a demonstration of what is contained within an
Officer's luxury ration pack. Such items as a bottle of white wine,
salmon, condoms and After Eight Mints, were removed. However
it was cunningly spotted by Louise Featherstone that there
was a hole underneath the box. The illusion completely spoilt,
they got on with the cooking.
Having been fed and watered the sects moved onto the next
tasks. The comd tasks were completed in record time and with
surprising ease. The off-road driving stand was organised and run
by TSU Dhekelia and once again many thanks to them. It took
the form of driving off- road around a set course with one of the
team members in the back of a Land Rover with a bucket of
water - the main aim being getting to the end of the course with
as much water as possible. After a number of wet runs, someone
cleverly figured out covering up the top of the bucket stopped the
water coming out, so after a number of wet shirts (not wet t shirts) there were some very successful trips.

Cpl Si Brewington admiring Mrs Pearce's nail varnish
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Capt Paul Williams
SSgt D'Or

Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Happy Wives!

Overall the day was a great success with all the competitors
saying that they thoroughly enjoyed themselves. Sect 2 won the
overall competition, with Mrs Rachel Gray picking up Best Shot
and Mrs Louise Featherstone Best Driver with the day ending
as all good events do, in the BITSA Bar for some food and a few
beers and our thanks go to Cpl Scott Lewis for organising a
great day!
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over the country. As these 2 returned it was time to say bon
voyage to Cpl Wells and Sig Kerr who deployed on Op TELIC
to form part of a project team in Iraq.

Akrotiri Tp has been very busy in the past 6 months with various
projects and deployments involving everyone in the Tp. Sigs
Hall and Gillbard have recently returned from a busy
deployment to Afghanistan. LCpl Grieves and Sig Ackrill have
both returned from a 4 month stint in the Falkland Islands. LCpl
Jules Grieves is thinking of investing in his own portacabin
down there, due to the amount of time he has spent on
detachment to the islands in the past couple of years! And right
now, LCpls Davies and Hammond are representing the Tp on a
detachment to Iraq. Who said Cyprus was slipper city!
Congratulations to Cpl Barinisavu, who tied the knot during his
DOMCOL leave in Fiji. The day after he flew to Fiji, the military
started to take over the island. We hope that he returns back to
the Tp safe and probably with a few 'war' stories to tell as well.
Good luck to Cpl Peck Ramsden who leaves us on promotion.
We all hope that you and the fam ily have a great time in Portugal.
If you don't, then we have a few people who will happily volunteer
to take your place! The Tp welcomes Sgt Steve Cooper as its
Line Sgt. Within no time at all he has already made his mark
constructing the new Tp gazebo along with his YTS helper, Cpl
Chelsea Reynolds. An NVQ level 1 in making brews is coming
your way!

With everybody returning to work on 4 January and the Christmas
spirit brushed to one side, all of the Inst Techs were split down
into teams of 4 to start all of the JPA installations around the
camp within different buildings, so the system could be 'live' in
time for April.
After a long time within the unit, it was time to say goodbye to
Sig Hargreaves who was posted to 10 Sig Regt on promotion. It
was also time to wish a farewell to LCpl Barrett who had been
in the unit since the time it was 259 Sig Sqn. He is posted to 21
Sig Regt, where he will be employed as an ED after his re-trade.
After losing 2, we have welcomed Cpl Coy from 7 Sig Regt in
Germany and LCpl Barlow from 238 Sig Sqn in Chelsea
Barracks. We also welcome Lt (now Capt) Peers who takes the
chair as Tp Comd in this busy time of the year. With work aside
for the moment, its time to mention a few promotions, firstly for
Capt Peers and also big congratulations to SSgt Mcleish who
will be promoted to W02 on posting to 18 (UKSF) Sig Regt. We
would also like to wish all the best to LCpl Thompson and
Natalie who married in December.

QM'S DEPARTMENT
EPISKOPI TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

QM
SQMS
Capt Ian Peers
SSgt Phil Mcleish

Once again it has been another busy time for everybody in
Episkopi Tp. But with Christmas shopping aside, it was projects
all the way. With the unit now being a deployable one, we were
welcoming back Sigs Moore and Wassell from their tour on Op
HERRICK. The lads did an 11 week tour completing projects all

Capt Paul Williams
SSgt(SQMS) Alex Dack

The Dept would like to welcome the new SQMS, SSgt Alex
Dack and his family to the Island; we know they will all have a
good time here in Cyprus. Unfortunately the down side of this we
have to say farewell to SSgt Baz Botwri ght and his family as
they move on to Chicksands back in sunny Blighty. The Dept has
been very busy because of this change over of SQMSs and also
with the visit of Col Little to the Unit.

1st NATO SIGNAL BATTALION
1st NATO SIGNAL BATTALION AWARDED CAMPAIGN
PENNANT
1 NATO Sig Bn was presented with a campaign pennant for its
outstanding support to NATO ops. The pennant is one of only 5
awarded by Gen James L Jones, the former Supreme Allied
Commander Europe upon his retirement from that post.
The Bn , located in Maastricht in the Netherlands, is one of 2
deployable units within the NATO Communication and
Information Systems Services Agency (NCSA). It was recognized
for its support to NATO's ops in Afghanistan during the past 2
years.
"I am extremely proud of the accomplishments of this battalion,"
said Lt Gen Ulrich Wolf, Director of NCSA. "Wherever NATO
deploys on ops or exs, NCSA is there providing secure and nonsecure computer, telephone and video-teleconference services
required for mission success.
1 NATO Sig Bn has continually demonstrated excellence in
supporting NATO's ops, particularly in Afghanistan, which is our
top priority," he added.
The Supreme Allied Commander Europe created the Campaign
Pennant in 2000 to recognize subordinate formations that have
achieved a high degree of operational success. SACEUR
personally selects the formations that receive the pennant.
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Lt Col AD Burgin
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CWO G Power A CANADIAN SIGNALS

The role of 1 NATO Sig Bn is to provide the installation, maint and
repair of all NATO CIS connectivity on ex or ops as decreed by
NCSA As one of 26 nations that contribute manpower to the Bn ,
there are around 25 Royal Signals pers held on strength within
the barracks in Maastricht, Netherlands. The Bn has 6
Deployable Comms Modules (DCM1, 4 German, 1 Danish and 628
Sig Tp or GBR DCM A, which is its l\ATO title.
The Bn is a significant contributor of manpower and expertise to
the International SecuritY Assistance Force (ISAF) in Afghanistan,
where they are responsible for the installation and maint of
numerous Provincial Reconstruction Team (PAT) CIS eqpt. In
addition to this one of the 6 DCMs are rotated on 5 days notice
to move, whilst on the NATO Response Force (N RF). While on
NRF standby, they can deploy to any part of the world where
NATO troops are involved.
This is the first time for a while that I have had chance to put pen
to paper for The Wire notes. It has been an incredi ble and
intensely enjoyable last few months here in 1 NATO Sig Bn.
The pace of work never seems to stop and the Bn has been
committed to exs and ops almost constantly since May of last
year. The NATO NRF concept reached its climax with the largest
NATO LIVEX - Ex STEADFAST JAGUAR taking place on the Cape
Verde Islands. Approximately 3500km from our home bases in
Holland, Denmark and Germany we had soldiers deployed for
nearly 10 weeks ensuring that the supported deployed HQs had
sufficient NATO Comms to allow SACUER to declare the NRF a
capable and robust force. Then straight after the summer break,
we were called upon to deploy to ISAF in sp of the ARRC group
to deliver a mitigation plan delivering capability to ISAF users.
Kabul, Bagram and Kandahar were the main locations with
several outlying Points of Presence also being swept.
Challenging timelines, new eqpt, long lines of comms for stores
delivery meant that the project was always ambitious. In the end
we were nearly 100% successful with only the outstanding
delivery of a subcontracted VSAT service to 4 locations not being
completed by the deadline. None the less, we left a small team
behind in Theatre to ensure things continued smoothly, until we
handed over to our sister Bn from Naples in late January.
We are now looking ahead to a new year and several new exs as
well as a change of comd and delivery of new eqpt All in all,
NATO has never seemed busier!
We have also managed to squeeze in a bit of fu n with battlefield
tours, Inter-Coy football and a range package - so it is a full and
busy programme. Any one fancying something a little different
should look at a posting into 1 NATO Sig Bn or indeed 628 Sig Tp
at Elmpt which forms an integral part of the Sn.
Farewells go to Maj Jim Boyle and family off to sunny Cyprus,
SSgt Boreman and family on his retirement from the Corps and
we wish him well settling in Valkenburg Holland, SSgt{VofS)
Jones posted to 10 Sig Regt, SSgt Kilgallon and family off to
do some work at 16 Sig Regt, Sgt Richards posted to 30 Sig
Regt, Sgt Wilman and family more of the same at 16 Sig Reg,
Cpl Cooke being educated at the school in Blandford, Cpl Jay
posted to 16 Sig Regt, Cpl Jones again being educated at
Blandford, Cpl Nelson posted to 7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn, Cpl
Shaw or Mr Paul Shaw on leaving the Army and travelling
around the world for a year, LCpl Ford posted to 16 Sig Regt
and LCpl Langley posted to 7 Sig Regt
Hello and welcome to the following group who have all arrived
here in Holland and are now hopefully settled into their routine.
And a special mention to all family members and hope that they
are enjoying living in this lovely part of Holland: SSgt Munro,
SSgt{VofS) Inglis, SSgt Gleadall , SSgt Munslow, Sgt
Lawrence, Sgt Warnes, Cpl Davies, Cpl Peters, Cpl
Sluman, LCpl Jamieson and LCpl Harrison. It would be
remiss not to mention those lucky individuals who have been
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selected for promotion during this time - also it may force them
to buy a beer for the rest of us!
Congratulations on promotion to Cpl - Cpl Finlay;. on selection
for W02 - SSgt(FofS) Waring
Award of NATO MSM - W02(FofS) Ceaser. And fi nally mention
to Cpl Musgrave on his impending marriage to Debbie on 17
February 2007.

MAINTENANCE AND SUPPORT COMPANY

QC M&SCoy
NCOIC

Capt GMA Wills
SSgt Munro

The Maintenance and Support (M&S Coy) is responsible for the
specific comms trg, manpower and eqpt maint sp for all NATO
procured DCIS within 1 NATO Sig Bn. It is a diverse multinational Coy that provides sp in static locations and while
deployed on ex and ops. The majority of the Corps pers posted
to 1 NATO Sig Bn will serve within the M&S Company and will
find their tour in the Netherlands both challenging and rewarding.
The barracks is located in the beaut ifu l medieval city of
Maastricht and is walking distance from the city centre. The
Belgium, German and Luxembourg borders are all within 30mins
of the barracks. Our closest HQ is that of Joint Force Command
Head Quarters in Brunssum which is situated some 20 miles
away and located there are a number of sp and log elements.
Our immediate comd however, is the NATO Communications
Services Agency (NCSA) which is commanded by a 3 star
German Gen.
During the previous few months the tempo of exs and ops have
been extremely busy and with exs to France, Cape Verde and
Riga followed by a commitment to NATO's deployment in
Afghanistan's southern region in Camp Bastion, there has been
little time to acknowledge those pers leaving the Bn and
welcoming those who have arrived.

geographical dispersion of the Cape Verde Islands a large
number of the Bn were spread out over the islands of Sao
Vicente, Sal and Santiago. The main effort for M&S Coy was
during the build phase of Ex Control. During this time there was
a great deal of work to be carried out, including acclimatisation
as temperatures regularly soared towards 40 degrees.
The Ex Control location, which happened to be a rather nice hotel
on the island of Sao Vicente, saw a transformation from a holiday
retreat to a fully operational ex location. There were thousands of
metres of cable and fibre laid, hundreds of workstations placed
and numerous comms systems set up. On completion of the
build phase we had to say a sad farewell to the majority of the
line team. Shortly after this the Staff began to arrive and the 'ex'
began. Thanks to the quality of the build the ex ran very
smoothly with both the comms and IS systems proving to be very
robust and reliable. During this time we were able to go onto
shift patterns which provided some well deserved down time.
Some people made more use of this time than others, for
example FofS Kev Waring who managed to squeeze in a diving
course!
EndEx was finally called in early July, and after tearing down all of
the hard work o' the earlier weeks it was finally time to go home.
This was a relief as some members of the Coy had been on the
islands for nearly 13 weeks. All in all, I think the vast majority of
the Coy took something positive from the ex, even if that was just
learning where another country is on the map!

NATO SPORT - by Cpl H Jones
1 NATO Sig Bn have had an eventful time within the sporting
world. Recently we were split in two, one half off to our affiliated
German Sig Bn in Wesel to take part in a football competition,

and the other half off to RAF Halton in the UK for the Binbrook
Bomb Rugby Union 7s Tournament.
The multinational Rugby Union team, namely the mighty
AFNORTH Knights were somewhat upbeat about their chances in
the 7s competition and despite taking the slowest and heaviest
7s team in the world, including 2 props and 2 hookers, we did
exceptionally well. After losing the first 2 games, the lads found
their form in the knock-out round of the Shield, defeating Brize
Norton 34 - 0. The team then defeated the Ramstein Rogues.
This was a close game with the Knights scoring in the dying
seconds, forcing the game into extra time. The sudden death
extra time was over quickly with the Knights scoring the winning
try within a minute.
The Knights progressed on to the final where the battered and
bruised team suffered a heavy defeat at the hands of a welldrilled Ch1cksands side. The final position of the Knights was
second in the Shield. Cpl 'Phillbo' Williams also came away
with the Knights' 'Player of the Day'. Well done. The other half
of the Bn, under the control of Sgt 'Billy' Copland made their
way to Wesel. After splitting into 2 teams and donning their strips
they were ready to take on the competition. The first game was
between the two Bn teams and was well fought by both sides.
Cpl 'Muzzy' Musgrove was nicknamed 'The Cat' after his
Premiership performance in goal.
Eventually it was the 1st team that triumphed over their
colleagues but in the face of adversity the star players Cpl Paul
Shaw and LCpl Dave Langley kept the spirits high.
The 2nd team carried on to lose all their games and didn't even
score one goal. The first team who had such a promising start
also failed to win another game. The effort and sweat were there
but they were just outshone on the day. Well done to all
participants.

The Coy welcomes in SSgt Munro, SSgt Gleadall , SSgt
Munslow, Sgt Lawrence, Cpl Davies, Cpl Peters, Cpl
Sluman, LCpl Harrison and LCpl Jamieson as replacements
for the outgoing SSgt Boreman, SSgt Kilgallon , Sgt Wilman,
Sgt Richards, Cpl Jones, Cpl Shaw, LCpl Mark and LCpl
Langley. We all wish you the best for your next postings.

EXERCISE STEADFAST JAGUAR 2006 - CAPE VERDE
ISLANDS - by Cpl Paul Shaw
Every HQ that rotates comd of the NATO ops and exs needs to
be tested and verified that they can complete their missions and
tasks and are trained to the required standard. Joint Force
Command Headquarters (JFC HQ) Brunssum, was the lead HQ
for 2006 and it fell upon their shoulders to gain Full Operational
Capability (FOC) ready for the next NRF rotation. It was decided
by SACEUR that the ex to enable FOC should be conducted in a
harsh environment to test the viability, outside the normal
geographic area of influence of alliance countries. The Cape
Verde Islands off the coast of Sierra Leone provided this.
All assets of the NRF were to be tested and this included the
Land, Air and Maritime Component Comds, SF, Joint Logistics
and the Deployable Joint Task Force.
Both distance and environment were the driving factors for the
selection of the ex location. This small group of islands are
located approximately 500 miles west of Dakar and over 7000
NATO soldiers were being deployed from May - July 06.
The role of the Bn was to install and maintain a number of
workstations, phones, faxes and provide secure and stable
satellite connectivity in order that the staff officers of the
numerous components can conduct their ex. Due to the
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The AFNORTH Knights Rugby Sevens side
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MERCURY CHALLENGE

CORPS SPORTS NEWS
- by Brig Philip Davies, Chairman of the R SIGNALS Games Club

I am delighted to be able to introduce this new, regular addition
to The Wire Magazine. In the past, regular readers may have
seen end-of-season reports from our major Corps sports.
Impressive as our performance has been at unit level over the
seasons, there are many others participating for the Corps and
some selected for the highest levels of their sports.
These individuals often go unnoticed and so, in addition to the
brief introduction to the Games Club, I wish to congratulate
publicly those recognised through the award of Corps Colours
this year. In future , this regular feature in The Wire will provide a
more regular update of the awards, together with a summary of
recent sporting excellence from a Corps perspective.

THE R SIGNALS GAMES CLUB
The position of Chairman of the R SIGNALS Games Club is tied
to that of Comd 11 Sig Bde. It is chartered to promote and
finance all Corps representative games and sporting activities as
well as encourage members to take part in all kinds of outdoor
sports and worthwhile activities, reporting to the Corps
Committee. To do so, the Corps Finance Committee allocates
annually a portion of Corps funds. This amounted to £85,500 of
your money in 2006, collected through the Day's Pay Scheme.
The Games Committee meets annually with Secretaries of each
sport to monitor progress and allocate funds for the coming year.
This allocation is based upon each sport's active participation,
specific eqpt needs and recent success. Those individuals who
gain selection for Army, Combined Service or national level teams
can apply for one-off grants to offset their personal costs.

SPORTS ROUND UP
This has been a period of great success on a broad front for
Corps sportsmen and women. Individuals continue to compete
at the highest level of sport in the Army and Combined Services.
Tug of War - Five men and 8 women from Royal Signals were in
the Army Tug of War teams at the World Championships in
Holland in September.
Canoeing - W01 (RSM) Matt Wakelin and W02 Pete Howson
(3 {UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt) were the 1st Services canoe and 3rd
Overall in the world-famous Devizes to Westminster race. This is
the best Royal Signals result on record. They were then selected
for the Army team in the Yukon River Quest in Canada - a
gruelling 485 mile event in which they came 4th.
Swimming - The Corps male and female swimming teams were
runners up in the Inter-Corps Swimming Championships in
November. Capt Catherine Jardine (AMAS) joined the Army
swimming team at the World Masters Aquatics Championships in
San Francisco in August.
Orienteering - Cpl Steph Bowgat competed in the Army
squad at the World Master Orienteering Championships in
Switzer1and.
Duathlon - Sgt Tom Lowe came 7th in the Great Britain
Duathlon Championships.
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Triathlon - Maj Nick Bateson took part in World Age group
Triathlon Championships in Switzerland in September.
Cross Country - Cpl Sophie Morris won the Inter-Services
senior female Cross Country Championships and Cpl Tom Lowe
won the male event.
Marathon - LCpl Keith Evans of 21 Sig Regt ran the Marathon
Des Sables in March and plans to do the same again in 2007.
Cricket - Four members of the Corps were in the Army cricket
team and 2 of these were selected for the Combined Services
team.
Our teams have achieved considerable success too. The Corps
Cross Country team won the Inter-Corps Athletic Championships.
Many will know that 21 Sig Regt {AS) won the Army Major Units
Cross Country Championships and the Army inter-unit female
Championships. The Corps female Athletics team won the InterCorps Championships, the male team came third.
Last season, the Corps football team won all the major trophies Massey Trophy, Boyne Cup Cowan Cup and Quadrangular Cup.
Another regular success at Army level, our Water Polo players
won both the male and female Inter-Corps Championships. The
male team have won this competition for the past 7 years. The
Corps team were runners up in the Inter-Corps Squash
Championships in November

CORPS COLOURS
The award of Corps Colours is reserved for those who have a
made an invaluable contribution to their sport over a number of
years. Nominations are made by Corps sports secretaries,
agreed by the President or Chairman of the sport and scrutinised
by the Chairman of the Games Club. In 2006, Corps Colours
were awarded:
Swimming and Water Polo to: W01(VofS) T Williams (HQ NI),
SSgt S White 14 Sig Regt (EW), LCpl A Davies (16 Sig Regt),
and Cpl M Scott (21 Sig Regt (AS)
Coarse Angling: Capt C Kidd (21 Sig Regt (AS}), SSgt J Frew
(33 Sig Regt M) and Sgt L Buckle (16 Sig Regt)
Football: W02(Supvr R) DO'Neill (14 Sig Regt (EW)) and Cpl A
Pinchbrook (11 Sig Regt)
Sailing: SSgt D Cattle
Tennis: Capt C Allt and Cpl M Shirley (both 2 Sig Regt)
Corps Rowing: SSgt J Hobson (14 Sig Regt (EW)) and Cpl D
Clifton (AWC RAF Waddington)
Rugby Union: SSgt J Wood (14 Sig Regt (EW)), Cpl Parkinson
(21 Sig Regt (AS)) and Cpl J Beart (30 Sig Regt)
Hockey: W01(Supvr R) Ashworth (JSU Digby}, W02(VofS)
Plant (BOWTAT (G)), SSgt {FofS) J Butt (33 Sig Regt M) and
LCpl T Tyler of 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (215)
Cross Country: Maj S Scott and LCpl H Chepkwony (both 14
Sig Regt (EW), Cpl S Morris (RSME), SSgt J Castle (21 Sig
Regt (AS)) and Cpl T Lowe.
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The Adventure crew for Leg 6 with Bernard Redshaw

After the successful completion of the notorious Sydney-Hobart
Yacht Race and the rescue of 8 Australian sailors from yacht
Koomooloo , Leg 6 is the shortest leg of Mercury Challenge but
was full of adventure and excitement for the crew. On arrival in
Hobart, Tasmania, the crew were met by driving rain and the
dreams of a Gin and Tonic sunbathing expedition soon faded!
The tough conditions after setting sail soon took their toll on the
crew and 11 out of the 14 crew were sea sick.

feared ocean, the only people who can help you are yourselves.
The risk and likelihood of storms and ice bergs is high and the 14
crew of yacht Adventure are going to return from this tough leg of
Mercury Challenge with a tremendous sense of achievement (and
with muscles they didn't know existed!). The approximately 6000
nautical mile route will take Adventure from Wellington across to
the notorious Cape Horn and then up the South Atlantic to
Buenos Aires.

However, after the initial phase, the crew led by Watch leaders
Col John Ewbank and Flt Lt Marcus Wilson settled into
routine and were quickly working as a well tuned team. Lt Col
Richard Quinlan, CO 1O Sig Regt, was the Mate and Navigator
of the Leg and with careful passage planning successfully led the
crew into Nelson at the top of North Island. Welcomed by
Bernard Redshaw, ex-Editor of The Wire, the crew had a good
introduction to New Zealand before setting sail for Wellington.
The Royal New Zealand Corps of Signals warmly welcomed both
crews of Mercury Challenge, and ex-Royal Signals Lt Col (Retd)
Jim Dryburgh (now a serving Maj in the NZ Army) had gone out
of his way to make the crew feel at home in Wellington, by
hosting dinners at his house and acting as a vital point of contact
for all local needs. After a couple of days R&R in the local
Wellington regions, the crew of Leg 6 have returned to the UK
with ocean sailing experience, a sense of teamwork and personal
satisfaction.

Mercury Challenge is a high risk and remote expedition, and Leg
7 will encompass everything the military tries to uphold in AT.
The crew has spent the past week preparing Adventure for every
eventuality and crew trg in Wellington harbour, under the watchful
eye of Skipper, Sgt 'Windy' Gale. 'Windy' was part of the
British Army Antarctic exped in 2001 /2002, and at that stage
vowed never to return to the Southern Ocean.

The next stage of Mercury Challenge, takes Adventure to some of
the most talked about waters. The Southern Ocean is a desolate,
remote and treacherous place and when a yacht heads to this
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After time however, the memories of the freezing conditions and
why it takes 20 mins to put a pair of boots due to the bitter cold
fade. He wants to give others the opportunity of a lifetime and
have the chance to experience the highs and lows of the
Southern Ocean, from the sheer adrenalin as you surf down
waves the size of houses, to the driving freezing hail stones that
pound your face.
The crew are all Regular serving members of the Royal Signals
with a range of ranks. Cpl Darren Pond from 5 (AC} Sqn says "I
am lucky to be here and have been given this opportunity, and I
am certainly looking forward to challenge". Maj Dickie Bryan
from Blandford commented "We are looking at the next month or

165

so with a mixture of trepidation and excitement. Most of us have
sailed with varying degrees of experience, but this is the ultimate
test for sailors worldwide".

NEW ZEALAND LANDFALL - by Bernard Redshaw
I had tracked the Mercury Challenge project right through from
when it was first planned 30 months ago. I had follow£d their
progress on their website. I had made arrangements for their first
New Zealand port of call, the small town of Nelson (where I was
born), with NZ Customs and Immigration , with MAF, with Port of
Nelson Authority and with the Tasman Bay Cruising Club. And
now it was all happening!
A phone call from a familiar voice on board, Lt Col Richard
Quinlan, told me that Adventure was in mobile phone range,
which I estimated put them 1 - 2 hrs way. Then the Port of
Nelson watch keeper called to say that they were in VHF contact,
and that their ETA was 1430hrs.
All the authorities had been very helpful and so laid back - it was
first names right from the start: Graeme Skinner from Customs
and Immigration, Jamie Baird from MAF, Bill Homan from Port
of Nelson, Chris Hawkes, the Mooring Superintendent, and
Anne Pirie, Commodore of the Tasman Bay Cruising Club. There
was a steady flow of phone calls between us. 'Bernard, Richard

has just called to say that their latest ETA is 1520hrs ... •
Nelson harbour is protected by a high natural outer gravel bank
(the Boulder Bank) that stretches some 1Okms to the man-made
cutting through which ships enter. So all you can see as yachts
move westwards towards the cut is their masts - and quite a few
were coming in at this time. Finally, at 151Oh rs, a mast appeared
that was much taller than the others. This must be Adventure!
She was an impressive sight as she motored through the cut and
advanced towards the quarantine mooring - tall masted, a
gleaming white hull with the contrasting red shirts of its busy
crew.
After a textbook mooring up by Richard Quinlan and crew,
Customs, MAF and Port of Nelson personnel (Graeme, Jamie
and Bill) went aboard to conduct the formalities , immediately
calling Andy and Richard by their first names. It was all over in
less than an hour. Adventure was now free to move the 300
metres to the Tasman Bay Cruising Club moorings reserved for
her. But first, I pitched aboard 2 x 24 packs of Speights Best
Bitter, which seemed to disappear rather quickly. Then, at the
moorings, where I had rigged up a Royal Signals flag to welcome
them, I presented the crew with a large iced fruit cake I had
baked to mark their NZ landfall, together with 6 bottles of NZ's
finest champagne. The crew insisted that I join them in
demolishing it all! I shall leave the rest of the NZ visit for the crew
to tell, but for me, it was just so wonderful to be back in close
contact with the Corps family again.

competition and enthusiasm shown by all was outstanding. It all
boded well for the Army Snowboarding Championships in Stubai.

EXERCISE SNOW JACK
Ex SNOW JACK was the Army Snowboard ing Championships
which were held on the Stubai Glacier from 3 - 20 December. The
main change to the competition this year was the inclusion of a
Slopestyle event, which involves the rider progressing over a set
course of jumps and a large rail slide. Each individual is then
marked for style, difficulty of trick and general performance.
The Royal Signals team were not off to the best of starts in the
GS when 2 of the best riders fell on their first runs. This did not
damped spirits however as there were some good performances
from LCpl Brammell who came 10th and Sig Fox who fi nished
3rd in the female event.
Cpl Mulligan from 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt in the Army
Slopestyle contest

Marshall at 19th. In the plate event both Sgt Johnson and Sig
Rayson (7 Sig Regt) were having outstanding performances and
easily won the plate Boardercross. Sig Fox was still improving
and finished 5th. The final Army event was the Slopestyle. With
high hopes of putting in a good performance after the good trg at
the Corps championships, it was refreshing to see all the Corps
team fighting for the top honours. After 3 runs, points could not
be closer with the top 3 being split by only 5 points. In the first
year of the competition overall Army Slopestyle winner was LCpl
Brammell, followed closely by Cpl Mulligan in 2nd and Sig
Rayson in 3rd. This completed a clean sweep for the Corps
team.

ROYAL SIGNALS AND ARMY SNOWBOARDING CHAMPIONSHIPS
EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER
The 8th Royal Signals and Army Snowboarding Championships
were held at the resorts of Zell Am See and Stubai, Austria over
the period 18 November - 20 December 2006.
At the Royal Signals Championships there was a change to the
program, which included more freestyle orientated trg. This was
the first year this had been changed and proved to be very
popular with all the individuals. For those that have never done
the sport there was full tuition provided.

was Capt Gordon (10 Sig Regt) and 2nd was Sig Fox (16 Sig
Regt).
The OS event was run with each individual racing over 2 identical
courses against another racer, with the winner over the 2 runs
progressing to the next round. The final was between Sgt
Johnson (7 Sig Regt) and LCpl Brammell . After a first run
crash, the title went to Sgt Johnson who enjoyed rubbing in the
fact that he was a fresh 37 years old! Novice winner was Sig
Ronner (39 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn) with female winner Capt
Gordon.

During race week each individual had to compete in 3 events,
Giant Slalom (GS), Dual Slalom (OS) Qualification and knock out
events.

Sig Fox of 16 Sig Regt in the first Giant Slalom race of the Army
Championships
Not too downhearted with the results of the first day, the team regrouped and practised hard for the next event, the Boardercross.
With tough conditions due to the lack of snow, everyone had to
be careful not to push too hard and crash out in the first round.
With LCpl Brammell in 4th leading the way, there were some
other good performances from Cpl Mulligan at 18th and Sig

Overall it was clear that the change in the trg program worked
well as all 3 places in the Slopestyle Competition were won by
Royal Signals riders. In the Corps team event, we finished 4th
overall. There were some outstanding individual performances
from Sig Fox who finished 3rd in the Female event, Sig Ronner
who finished 1st in the Novice event and LCpl Brammell who
came 3rd in the main event.
Congratulations go to Sig Rayson and Sig Fox who were
selected to represent the Army at the Inter-Services
Snowboarding Championships in Meribel between 2 and 9
February 2007. For information on Mure snowboarding exs
please contact W02(MTWO) Graham (16 Sig Regt) on Ext
94868 2206.

ARMY TELEMARK SKIING
The Army Telemark Team took on the RN and RM in
the Ski Championships in Les Menuires, France over
the period January 13 - 27 2007
The Royal Signals member of the team was Sgt Tim
Heale currently serving with 15 (UK) PSYOPS Group at
Chicksands.
Sig Pinnington from 628 Sig Tp and Sgt Johnson from 7 Sig Regt
eye up the competition

Sig Marshall of 101 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn at the Army
Snowboarding Championships Giant Slalom
The first race of the week was the GS. After some close racing,
the main race was won by Sig Marshall (101 Log Bde HQ & Sig
Sqn). Second was LCpl Brammell (10 Sig Regt), 3rd was Cpl
Mulligan (1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt). The female winner
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Overall snowboard winners were Sig Marshall, LCpl Brammell
and Cpl Carey (16 Sig Regt). Novice winners were Capt
Clemments (10 Sig Regt), Sig Ronner, with the female novice
winners LCpl Morgans and Sig Williams, both from 1 (UK)
Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt. Overall female winner was Capt
Gordon.
This year has shown a marked improvement in the standard of all
riders, especially the standard of the novice competitors.
Although numbers were down on previous years, the spirit of
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The competition took the same course as the Slalom
and Giant Slalom with 27 Telemark skiers. Sgt Heale
came 18th in the Slalom and 15th in the Giant Slalom.
The overall results were that the Army A Team came
1st and the B Team came 5th . At the end of the week
there was a parallel Slalom relay race with the teams
going head to head. Unfortunately, the Army team only
missed out by seconds but took 2nd place.
The Royal Navy Winter Sports have invited the Army
Telemark Team '1ack next year to take part in this
event.
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The Army Telemark Team
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INTER CORPS CHAMPIONSHIPS

ARMY LUGE CHAMPIONSHIPS
- by Lt Richard Torley

Serving as a Lt in the TA, I w as fortunate enough to attend an
Army Ice Sports Trg Camp in November 2006 in Calgary, Canada.
The aim of the camp was to introduce newcomers to the various
disciplines associated with Ice Sports, specifically Skeleton,
Bobsleigh and Luge. I was encouraged to undertake Luge and
performed reasonably well, that is to say I survived and made it
to the bottom of the track with all my limbs intact!
Having shown a degree of competence, I was invited to
participate at the Army Novice Luge Championships, which were
held in December in lglis, Austria. This involved quite intensive
coaching, as the emphasis shifted from introduction of the sport
to scrutiny of performance. The week of coaching culminated in
the final race, which saw me gain 2nd place and claim the
Runners-up spot.
Following the success achieved in lglis, I attended the Army Luge
Championships held in January 2007 in Winterberg, Germany.

This was an amazing week as we were fortunate enough to be
rubbing shoulders with the Canadian, USA, GB, Swedish and
Italian National Teams, including Armin Zoggeler, the Olympic
Champion and current Number 1! Having worked hard and
heeded the advice of the international coaches, I produced a
winning performance and claimed the Army Luge Champion title
- a first not only for the Royal Signals but also for the TA.
The results achieved through the season have been
unprecedented for a first season attempt at the sport have
resulted in me being asked to represent the Army at the InterServices Championships, which are being held in lglis in March.
There I will compete against the best of the RN and the RAF. In
addition to this I have been encouraged t o compet e in the British
National Championships, also to be held in lglis.
39 and 34 Sig Regts have been an incredible source of
encouragement and resource throughout the season and
continue to offer a great deal of flexibility to ensure I achieve
further success at the forthcoming events.

ROYAL SIGNALS INTERNAL AND INTER-CORPS SWIMMING AND
WATER POLO CHAMPIONSHIPS 2006
- by Lt Col Ttm Langford

The 18th lnterCorps Championships were hosted by the REME
and contested at Aldershot on 22/23 November 06. Our
successful formula of conducting an Internal Corps
Competition at Colerne to select individuals to remain for a
oneweek camp in preparation for the Inter-Corps was adopted
again this year.

also won 4 of the S relay events with Germany winning the fifth .
In the water polo ITO beat Germany 12 - S with Maj Pete
Griffiths scoring S goals and UK beat Germany 11 - 4 with Lt
Blair Addison, SSgt Robbie Love and Cpl Smith
contributing 3 goals each. The final was a close match that
required extra time. At the end of the 4 quarters, UK and ITO
were locked together at 7 - 7. The 2 extra periods saw ITO win
10 - 9. Top scores were SSgt Love (UK) with S goals and Capt
Ben Psaila (ITO) with 3 goals.

On Day 1, all heats for the swimming and the league games for
the water polo are completed. All our swimmers qualified for the
Finals being held on Day 2. In the male water polo we entered 3
teams; a first for any of the participating Corps at the Inter
Corps. Our C Team had a very tough draw against our A Team
and a combined AGC/lnt Corps Team. As you would expect
they lost 8 - 0 to our A Team but beat the AGC/lnt Corps s - 4
and progressed to the semifinals. Our B Team was drawn against
the REME and RE. They pushed the REME hard for the first 2
quarters but finally lost 6 - 1 with Capt Mark Dennis scoring
for them. Against the RE they won comfortably 6 - 2 with Maj
Al Patterson and Capt Mark Dennis both scoring twice and
qualifying_for the semi finals. Tl1e A Team won both their games,
8 - 0 against our C Team with SSgt Love scoring 3 goals and 1o
- O against the AGC/lnt Corps Team with SSgt Love, Cpl Smith
and Sig Vale all scoring 2 goals each. Our female team played
the Int Corps in the semi finals and beat them 8 - 1 with Capt
Louise Halstead and Sig Zoe Pythian both scoring 3 goals
each . Capt Harriet Cairns and Sig Fiona Wood both
contributed a goal apiece.
Day 2 is the Finals D?.y; the morning is dedicated to the water
polo finals and the afternoon to the swimming. The first 2 games
were the male semi finals. Our C Team met the REME Team. It
was a very hard game which the REME finally won S - 3 with
LCpl Mark Holmes having a superb game in goal for us. In the
second semi it was our A versus B Teams. At the end of the first
quarter the B Team led 1 - 0 with Maj Al Patterson scoring. At
the end for the second quarter it was 2 - 2, Maj Patterson
scoring again for the B Team. In the third quarter the A Team
built a 4 - 2 lead and the final score was S - 2. A cracking
match with Capt Psaila scoring 2 for the A Team. The next
match was the female final where we played the AGC. Our ladies
proved too strong for the AGC beating them 11 - S. Capt
Cairns scored 4, Sig Wood scored 3, Sig Phythian contributed
2 and Sgt Bev Cadogan and Cpl Amy Phillippo both netted
one apiece.

Male Inter-Corps Champions:

SSgt Ollie Diver, SSgt Steve White, Lt Blair Addison, Maj Tony
Jenkins, Cpl Sean Peart, Sig Chris Vale and Capt Ben Psaila,
Maj Pete Griffiths, Cpl Ollie Smith, Mr Mick Flaherty (coach),
SSgt Robbie Love, LCpl Tony Davies, Lt Col Ttm Langford and
SSgt Rab Marshall

consecutive year. There are 4 trophies contested in the
swimming, the male and female Individual Championships and
the Sprint Relays, both male and female. The Individual
Championships were again fiercely contested by all competitors
and the standard was very high . In the female events notable
achievements were SSgt Mason in the SOm backstroke, Sig
Julie Richards in the 1OOm freestyle and Sig Phythian in the
1OOm breaststroke who all finished in second place in their races.
Overall the ladies finished second.
In the male events LCpl Davies won the SOm butterfly in 29
secs with Sig Vale in the 50m freestyle, Cpl Smith in the 1 OOm
and SOm backstroke and Cpl Sean Peart in the 100m
breaststroke both fin ishing second in their respective events.
Overall the male team finished second as well. The Sprint
Relays were extremely close. In the ladies' events we managed
2 seconds and a first in the 3 relays. The 4 x SOm breaststroke
relay team of Sig Phythian, Sgt Cadogan, SSgt Mason and
Capt Halstead finished first and overall the team were crowned
Inter Corps Champions.

INTERNAL CORPS COMPETITION - COLERNE 14
NOVEMBER 06
The Internal Competition was contested between Germany, UK
and ITO. The swimming proved a one horse race with UK
winning comfortably. Notable swims for UK were Capt Kelvin
Grice and Sig Julie Richards winning the male and female
SOm freestyle, Cpl Ollie Smith, the male SOM backstroke, Sig
Paul Farrow and Sig Zoe Phythian winning the male and
female SOm breaststroke and Cpl Helen Chamberlain, the
female SOm butterfly. Germany won the 1OOm male freestyle ,
with Sig Chris Vale recording a 64 secs swim and LCpl Tony
Davies winning t11e SOm butterfly in 29 secs. ITO recorded
wins with Cpl Dan Hine winning the male SOm breaststroke
and SSgt Lucy Mason the SOm backstroke for females. UK

The /TO Water Polo Team - winners of the Internal Competition

Selected individuals remained for a oneweek camp to prepare for
the lnterCorps and again we utilised the swimming pool at RNAS
Yeovilton for the camp.

The UK Swimming Team - winners of the Internal Competition

Luckily we maintained the same trainers as last year with Cpl
Helen Chamberlain to train our swimmers and Mr Mick
Flaherty to continue the development of our Water Polo
Squads. With a good trg week behind us, we moved to
Aldershot on 21 November for a 'look' at the pool where the
lnterCorps Championships were being hosted. A gentle 1 hr
session under the direction and guidance of Helen and Mick
and then off to Clayton Barracks.

Female Inter-Corps Champions:
Sig Zoe Phythian, SSgt Lucy Mason, Capt Harriet Cairns,
Sgt Bev Cadogan, Sig Fiona Wood, Cpl Amy Phillippo and
Capt Louise Halstead,
Sig Julie Richards, Gemma Gillard, Cpl Helen Chamberlain, Sig
Emma Dempsey, Sig Sarah Smyth and Sig Claire Challenor

The last water polo match was the male final between our A Team
and the REME. This was the fifth consecutive year we have
played the REME in the final and knew it would not be an easy
game. At the end of the first quarter, we were locked at one goal
apiece with Maj Tony Jenkins scoring for us. At the end of the
third quarter we had built up a 4 - 1 margin with SSgt Love
scoring our 3 goals. In the last quarter the REME threw everything
at us. Maj Pete Griffiths saved a penalty, when we were under
the greatest pressure but we held on to finally win S - 2, again
SSgt Love scored our fifth goal making his total in the final up to
4 goals and we were Inter Corps Champions for the 7th
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Sig Zoe Phythian being presented with the ladies ' Inter-Corps
Sprint Relay trophy

The male team were outstanding and managed in their 4 events
to record second in 3 of the relays and third in the fourth. The
REME were too strong and won all 4 events. Our 4 x SOm
breaststroke relay team of Cpl Dan Hine, Cpl Craig Chilvers,
Sgt Lance Barr and Cpl Sean Peart and our 4 x SOm medley
relay team of Cpl Smith, Cpl Peart, LCpl Davies and Lt
Dave Phillips were beaten by less than a second in each of
their races, pushing the REME hard throughout 2 exciting races.
The team fin ished second in the Championships.
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Yet again the Royal Signals w&re dominant at these
Championships, crowned Champions in 3 events and runners
up in the remaining 3 events. As a part of these Championships
we also select a male and female best water polo player for the
year. This year Cpl Chamberlain and i..Cpl Davies were
selected for their contribution to the te::.rns, both in and out of
the water.
Overall this was another excellent result; winning 3 titles and
being runners up in the remaining 3. This would not be
possible without the sp of units across the Corps and I would
like to take this opportunity to thank them for releasing their

pers. Having drawn the squad together the trg and selection
process is also essential to ensuring success. All members of
the squad would like to thank Mr Mick Flaherty for his
coaching of the water polo players and Cpl Helen
Chamberlain , who coached and selected the swimming
teams. We all wish Helen continued happiness and success
in the future as she leaves the Army. My thanks also go to all
individuals for their effort over a very hard week. The dates
for the Inter Corps in 2007 have not yet been published.
These will be distributed once they have been received. Any
individual who is interested in representing the Corps should
contact Maj Pete Griffiths on 94371 2389.

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals
Chair man: Brig NF Wood

Mr Peter Cuckow
Tel: 01258 482090

ROYAL SIGNALS WOMEN'S RUGBY

Association Office
RHO Royal Signals
Blandford Camp
Blandford Forum
Dorset
DT11 8RH
www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals

MATCH REPORT FOR REME AGAINST R SIGNALS ON 31
JANUARY 2007 - by 2Lt Jones
The Royal Signals Women's Rugby Team rolled out for their
second game of the season on 31 January to face the REME at
Arborfield after two days' successful trg.

Maj(Retd) Ian Greig
Tel: 01258 482082

From the outset it was clear that we were dominant in the scrum,
providing a steady platform from which scrum half LCpl Lewis
could work. In the first quarter, both teams struggled to settle into
the match and neither team dominated but REME took advantage
of the confusion and scored through their winger, at the end of
the fi rst period .
The second quarter developed into a much more structured
game, with both sides settling into some good rugby. Number 8,
Cpl Bailey, and hooker, Amy Jelf, made some excellent breaks
with their strong lines of running, earning us vital yards and good
position. Unfortunately we conceded a breakaway try, converted
by their fly half, 2Lt Shurman and though this was followed by a
period of sustained pressure by the Royal Signals which confined
REME t o their own 22, the first half ended 12 - 0 to REME.
The third quarter began with a brace of tries for REME, who took
advantage of confusion in our defence. An excellent break by
LCpl Gilbert took us to within yards of the line and as a result of
REME indiscipline, we were awarded a penalty. Despite best
efforts, their defence fended off the pressure and we were denied
points on the scoreboard.
A succession of REME tries bought the score to 46 - 0, despite a
sustained period of R Sigs pressure in the final quarter. Not once

Maj Gen J ohn Badcock has stood down after many years as
Secretary of the East Kent Branch. John Ballantyne is now the
Secretary and can be contacted on 01227 769530. Miss Jackie
Cooke has taken over from Colin Bell as Secretary of the
Spennymoor Branch and can be contacted on 01388605598.
did R Sigs heads drop and they fought hard to the final whistle.
An excellent game, which was not refl ected in the fi nal score, has
allowed to the Royal Signals Team t o develop and places them in
a strong position for the next match.

Mr Paul Upton has taken over as Secretary of the Exmouth
Branch from Olive Irving and can be contacted on 01395
278128. Our sincere thanks go to Lesley, Gen John, Colin and
Olive for their valuable contribution over the years.

Notable performances by Women of the Match, LClp Jelf and
Sig McGlade, were celebrat ed in the clubhouse after the match,
accompanied by yet another one of Team Capt, Cpl Bailey's
motivational speeches.

RSA Newsletter. A remi nder to those who haven't seen it, the
2007 RSA newsletter can be viewed on the RSA web site.
Members who belong to a Branch or Affiliated Assn, should have
received a copy from their Secretary. Members of the "RHO
Branch" should have received notification by e-mail or a 'hard
copy' if not on the Internet.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER X
11 NOVEMBER - 9 DECEMBER 2006
By Capt EA Mortimore - Secretary Alpine Skiing

Ex MERCURY GLACIER X was the annual Corps Alpine Skiing
and Snowboarding Championships held in Zell Am See, Austria.
Attracting over 150 competitors from the Regular and TA units for
both disciplines, in spite of depleted numbers due to the Corps'
heavy op commitments, this year's Camp was set to be as
successful as ever.
The Cl , SSgt Andy Dawson and Austrian race coach, Risto
Mekic were both really impressed by the standard of skiing this
year. We knew pretty early on that this year's Championships had
some strong contenders and was very much an open race.
W01 Samuels and Sgt Pope did a good job of testing t he
emergency services and making sure the "blood wagons" were
comfortable enough, but aside from that and good Siberian wind,
the Championships went like clockwork. As always, the racers
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stepped up to the mark with SSgt Robertson getting them
revved up and they put in some excellent performances. Specific
mention must go to LCpl Glynn Knight (39 IBSS) who reigned
victorious in the GS and Slalom competition, Cpl Ange Fewster
(30 Sig Regt) who pipped up-and-coming starlet Cpl Patterson
(RSS) in the female competition, and W02 Pollitt just for getting
down the slope.
The Vets competition was won by Capt Wong (30 Sig Regt) and
the most improved racer was LCpl Tydsewell (3 Div HQ & Sig
Regt). The junior competition was a closely fought battle with Sig
Penn (I Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt) narrowly missing out to Sig
Triplett (30 Sig Regt).
The overall Corps Champion was LCpl Knight with the team
trophy going to 1 Armd Div HQ& Sig Regt.
Ex MERCURY GLACIER 11 will run again in Zell Am See from 17
November - 15 December 2007 - put the dates in your diary!

THE WIRE, APRIL 2007

22 Signal Regiment. A reformation parade is planned for 22
Sig Regt on 27 July 07 at their new base at MOD Stafford.
Former members of the unit (all ranks) are most welcome to
attend . Anyone interested should give their details to the Admin
Officer here in Assn HQ.
National Memorial Arboretum. The National Memorial
Arboretum at Arlewas in Staffordshire has memorials from most
Corps/Arms/Regts, ranging from a tree with plaque to rather
grandiose obelisks. Investigations are currently in hand to cost a
larger, more permanent memorial to those who gave their lives
whilst serving in the Corps. One suggestion has been a figure of
Mercury on a pedestal.
Further developments will be reported in The Wire and on the
RSA website. The Armed Forces Memorial is under construction
in the National Arboretum, with a target completion date of
October 07. The cost is around £7M , with the MOD underwriting
£3.3M . The names of all service pers who have died while on
duty since WW2 will be engraved on the memorial.
New Life Members. The following Life Members have recently
been enrolled;
Rank/ Name
Cpl Norrie ~rook
SSgt Gethin Lewis
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Membership Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090
Tel (civ) 01258 482090
Email: rsa@royalsignals.mod .uk

General Secretary and Treasurer: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
Assist ant General Secretary: Maj (Retd) IN Greig
Welfare Secretary: Mrs J Cornick
Membership Secretary: Mr PJ Cuckow

Branch News. Maj Dewi Treharne has succeeded Lesley
Banyard as Secretary of the Loughborough Branch. Dewi can
be contacted at: dewitreharne@talktalk.net or on 01509 21 8521 .

The Royal Signals Women's Rugby Team look forward to their
next match against RMAS. Anyone interested in playing rugby
should contact Capt Church on 94872 3809 .

Welfare Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089
Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Email: welfare@royalsignals.mod.uk

Service
1978-07
1946-61

Branch/unit
11 Sig Regt

Cpl Jim Mahon
Sig Frank Farmer
Cpl Keith Riley
Cpl Gregory Smithson
Cpl Jim Allen
Cpl James (Matty) Grant
Sgt Michele Ironside
W01 Alan Ironside
Sig Tim Holmes
Lt Col Neil Colville
Lt Col Richard Hoole
LCpl Keith Robinson
Sig Roger Quentin(Watchom)
Cpl Fred McDermott
Sig Derek Bacon
Cpl Stanley Bradbury
Sig Bill Logan
Sgt Peter Flanigan
Capt Steve White
Sgt John Keen
LCpl Neil Allen
Sig Fred Gregory
Sig Lisa Davidson-Page
Cpl David Blundell
Cpl Dave Jennings
SSgt Tony Lee
Sgt Don Gillingham
Cpl Tony Morgan
Cpl Peter Leybourne
LCpl Geordie Pederson
Sgt Keith Dobson
Cpl Andy Turner
SSgt Mike Scott
Cpl Jon Barnicoat
Cpl Simon Pinkney
Sig Paul Wood
W02 Albert Spencer
Sgt Paul Milner
SSgt Sam Shaw
Cpl Gaz Hobson
Sig Peter Benstead
Sgt Steve Payne
Lt Col Tim Bryning
Sig Leslie Simpson
Sig Bill Huddart
Sig Ray White
Sig Don Long
Sig Dave Livingstone
LCpl Andrew lies

1972-86
1946-47
1960-62
1979-90
1989-date
1998-06
1985-07
1984-07
1988-97
1967-07
1970-07
1952-55
1962-69
1958-60
1952-54
1943-47
1954-56
1962-77
1984-07
1956-81
2001 -07
1942-45
1987-96
1970-78
1981-96
1981-03
1980-04
1956-59
1960-82
1992-98
1978-92
1977-87
1954-77
1992-00
1974-85
1992-98
1958-78
1967-92
1975-01
1993-00
1958-60
1979-96
1971 -07
1952-54
1957-59
1959-66
1948-50
1990-97
1991 -95

Bedford Branch

11 Sig Regt

Southport Branch
Sheffield
Air Fmn Sigs Assn

Southport Branch
Sale Branch
Sale Branch
Dorset Branch
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LCpl John Jones
LCpl Warren Brown
W02 Dave Thomas
W01 Fred Kirk
Sig Ron Hannah
SSgt Roy Carter

1977-89
1978-89
1960-85 Bristol Branch
1966-tbc
1942-47 Huddersfield
Branch
1979-03

Mr A Branagan in memory of Sgt Sam Coombes
Louis Haig
Mr L J Kelly
Mrs ML Britt
Cardiff Branch RSA
Mr and Mrs I Fowler in memory of
Sgt Sam Coombes
Mr F W Natolie
East Kent Branch RSA
Maj (Retd) J Wilderspin BEM
in memory of Maj Dai Rees
Maj (Retd) R Vasper in memory of Dai Rees
R Waldron
Gerta Cito Lodge
Dennis Jones
Lt Col (Retd) Graham Complin
Ruth Dear
Tayside & Fife Branch
Reg Ingram
Beverley Ex-Boys Assn
3 Div Sigs Reunion Club in memory of
Col PR Hoskins OBE TD
Joan Probert
Preston & Blackburn Branch RSA
Lincoln Branch RSA
Mr P Drummond

£20.00
£30.00
£2.52
£25.00
£200.00
£25.00
£14.52
£250.00
£20.00
£10.00
£20.00
£20.00
£10.00
£50.00
£45.00
£38.00
£20.00
£50.00
£10.00
£25.00
£20.00
£50.00
£4.52

Dorset to produce what always is very much a Corps 'family'
occasion. The Master of Signals, who was accompanied by
Lady Cowan offered his Christmas message and good wishes.
On this evening we always are glad to see Peter Clemett, our
'Dorset' padre, who assists the vicar at the service.
Sadly, we lost Keith Haycock, who did not recover despite the
expert attention and who had not been well for some time.
Keith joined the Corps in 1941 and served 34 years. retiring as a
Lt Col. Throughout his service he was ably supported by his wife
Norah who showed great calm and fortitude during his illness.
She and the family have our sympathy and we hope Norah as
an Associate Member will join us on any occasion she is able.
We have suffered a further sad loss; that of Dorothy Dowell ,
wife of Brig Arthur Dowell, who served from 1944 for 36 years.
Arthur has been a Member of our Branch for many years and
although resident in Sussex, they attended events when they
were able. We extend our deep sympathy to Arthur and hope he
will continue to support the Branch whenever he is able.

CHESTERFIELD BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

At our December meeting one of our members, John Bridge
was due to be presented with his 50 award but at the 11th hour
he was unable to attend because of illness. However his son
Philip was on hand to receive it for him.
The badge and certificate were presented by Maj Andy Powell,
OC (City of Sheffield) 64 Sig Sqn who was accompanied at the
meeting by W01(RSM) Mark Simcock RSM 38 Sig Regt M·
Maj Powell asked Philip to pass on his congratulations and said
it was a great honour to present the award and wished John a
speedy recovery.

of money) finishing off their last minute shopping while the gents
enjoyed a visit to the National Railway Museum. The day was
rounded off by stopping on the way back for drinks and a meal in
West Yorkshire.
Recruiting at our branch is going very well; at the time of going to
press we have 71 members. As we start the New Year we are
planning some exciting events; the main one being the RSA
Reunion. We already have 40 bookings - staying at
Bournemouth for 3 days and then moving off to Eastbourne for
the remainder of our 8 day holiday.

EASTBOURNE BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

A floral tribute was sent to his wife Elsie who has supported
John throughout the years. Elsie is a staunch affiliated member
of the Chesterfield Branch. We also held our Christmas Buffet on
the same night and enjoyed a wonderful spread prepared by Rita
Croot, Betty Keeton and Sheila May.
On the following Wednesday we were off to York on our
Christmas shopping trip. The ladies spent a lovely day (and plenty
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From the Church Service the assembled company moved to the
Lecture Theatre, Robertson Hall, for the AGM. Preceding this, we
had a superb presentation delivered by two Staff Officers and two
Junior Soldiers on the facilities and life at the AFC. The Junior
Soldiers performed their part very well; particularly as they were
faced with 180 wrinkly faces peering at them from the tiered
seating of the lecture theatre. One lad was going into the Royal
Signals and the other to the RE. They may have been picked
deliberately as our membership is made up predominantly of
Signals and Sappers.

There is not a great deal to report from Eastbourne but having
had the Editor of The Wire as our Guest of Honour at our Annual
Dinner on 14 October 2006, we thought we had better heed his
message and contribute to The Wire at least once a year!
The Annual Dinner was once again held in the Langham Hotel on
Eastbourne's seafront and 32 members, spouses and friends
attended. It was a good evening with good food and a good
response to the toasts from Alan Wallace and was rounded off
with the traditional raffle with all the prizes donated for which we
were most grateful.

HARROGATE BRANCH

Maj Powell presenting the award to Philip Bridge

Saturday morning began with the church service in St Albans
Church. At 0900hrs, the congregation were in good voice after
the Friday night and we were joined by other members who
attend on the Saturday specifically for the Service and the AGM.
The Senior Chaplain, the Rev Norman McDowell, assisted by
Fr. Ian Stevenson AFC Chaplain, took the service. Our own exapprentice Lou Kinsey (55B) of the Salvation Army delivered the
Sermon and Peter West (54A) read the Lesson. Lou Kinsey is
a natural orator and never fails to deliver a fantastic Sermon and
had the congregation in fits of laughter with his stories of his time
as an Army Apprentice.

Chris Deadman
Lt Col (Retd) Ron Brodie

The Branch continues to meet on the second Thursday of each
month but after the March meeting we change location of our
meeting place as the Royal Engineers Association Club, where
we currently meet, is closing down. From April therefore, we will
be meeting in the Royal Naval Old Comrades Club in Beach
Road. The invitation to all Association members who might be
holidaying in Eastbourne to come along and join us stands, we
would love to see you and would make you very welcome.

Our Autumn Lunch was held at Camberley Heath Golf Club, a
new venue and a very successful occasion when we were joined
by many friends for an excellent meal in pleasant surroundings.
In November, the month of Remembrance, Members attended
the service in the Royal Garrison Church, always with a large
congregation on this occasion. Our wreath was laid by Mike
Wilson, our Deputy Chairman, and Fred Bridges paraded the
Standard. On the previous day several members of the
Committee attended the annual service at the Canadian
Cemetery at Brookwood, where Jane Knight laid our wreath
and Fred Bridges carried our Standard. The Canadian High
Commissioner attended the service, which was conducted by a
Canadian Army chaplain.
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Four members at the National Railway Museum

Ken Silcock
Dennis Croot

ALDERSHOT BRANCH

Mary Pagan , our able and versatile Secretary, arranged a pub
lunch in December, which was our first celebration of Christmas.
This was a festive occasiion, which has gained in popularity over
the years and for which Mary is congratulated. This was
followed by our Christmas Lunch at St Omer, where we had an
excellent lunch well served by amiable and efficient students
who will serve their regts well when they return there. We were
happy to have as our guests the OC and soldiers from our local
Sqn, but sadly the occasion was marred by one of our Members
being taken ill and failing to recover, despite the immediate
attention of serving soldiers, including students, the Sqn and
nearby paramedics; all of which accomplished a speedy removal
to hospital. A number of us attended the Corps Carol Service in
London, followed by sherry and mince pies in the church hall,
refreshment furnished by RHQ who bring it all the way from

went on, the noise level increased as good times and bad times
were being remembered and old friendships renewed. It is a
wonderful sight when two members spot each other and they
have not been in contact since they went their different ways after
'Passing Off', and that maybe 40 or 50 years ago. After a
magnificent buffet furnished by Marie Kirman, the Mess
Manager, the evening continued until midnight.

The Association of Harrogate Apprentices was reformed in 1999.
On 6 and 7 of October 2006, the membership gathered once
again to attend the 8th Reunion and AGM at The Army
Foundation College (AFC), Uniacke Barracks, Harrogate, by kind
permission of the Commandant, Lt Col RM Lee RA. The
Association wish to pass on their sincere thanks for the
assistance provided by Royal Signals, in the form of Sgt Nigel
McDiarmid, and Sgt Matt Darby. Without a doubt, they were
both extremely helpful.
On Friday evening the WOs ' and Sergeants' Mess in Uniacke
Barracks was invaded by over 200 members, which included ExArmy Apprentices with their wives or partners and Ex-Teaching
Staff both mil and civilian. The bar opened at 1900hrs and it
wasn't long befor-. the evening was in full swing. As the evening
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The Hon Sec, Doug Dickason (54A), the Acting Chairman,
Lt Col R Jan Buckley MBE (59C) and Clive Howells (538) - Clive is
presenting a jarrah wood gavel on behalf of Tony Wamette (53A)

Clive Howells (53B) made a presentation of a 'Gavel and Block'
made in Australia from jarrah wood, on behalf of Tony Wamette
(53B). Tony was too ill to travel from Australia to make the
presentation himself. The block was suitably inscribed as
follows:"To the AOHA from Tony Warnette 53B. 2006". It was
quite poignant that the AGM was brought to order by the acting
Chairman using the new gavel!
Following the AGM, a tour of the AFC was organised for those
who had not seen the wonderful College facilities. Those not on
the tour made their way to the WOs ' and Sgts' Mess for lunch.
Early afternoon saw the members starting to say their farewells
and drift away, leaving Uniacke Barracks to get itself back
together after being invaded once again by "Dads Arny". The
next reunion and AGM will take place over the weekend 5/6
October 2007.
If any readers passed through the Army Apprentices, Harrogate,
either as an Apprentice, Instructor or employed in an
administrative position and wish to know more about joining the
Association of Harrogate Apprentices, please contact the Hon
Sec at: 25 Cherry Waye, Eythorne, Dover. Kent. CT15 4BY. {Tel:
01304 830022) or Email : doualas.djckason@btinternet.com
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regular attendance of 3 new Life Members, who we hope will
bring others in their wake.

MANCHESTER BRANCH
Chairman

Ron Taylor

The year 2006 was, in retrospect, a sad year for the Branch with
the demise of 2 very prominent members; Ida Harvey in the
spring followed by Ian Ashworth Davies RE in the autumn.
Both were given a very strong send off by the members and the
Branch Standard was paraded by Peter Halford.
November arrived and the Dedication at that month's meeting
was delivered by this scribe in memory of 13 members of the
Corps killed during the EOKA emergency in Cyprus 50 years on.
We mustered 22 members for the Remembrance Parade at St
Peter's Square, which was excellent as was the balmy Sunday
morning.
We managed to end the year on a high note with our dinner
dance at the Hough End Police Club and secured the ever
popular Maj Gen Tony Boyle CB and his charming wife Ann as
Guests of Honour. The evening began as the members and
guests assembled in the bar. At 2000hrs we were ushered to the
dining area to clap in the top table and enjoy an excellent meal.
Our Guests of Honour were presented with a memento of their
visit by our Chairman, Ron Taylor and the evening proceeded
with the disco and general socialising.
Feedback from members and the club management seems to
suggest that the Club will be our social venue for the foreseeable
future. One small glitch was almost the non appearance of our
President, Chris Reynolds Jones. Chris, who drives all the way
from his home in Essex to attend Branch meetings and our
various functions, got tangled up in the Saturday evening/preChristmas traffic on the outskirts of Manchester and only joined
us by the skin of his teeth. A splendid end to a very mixed year.

During discussion at Branch meetings, it was felt that in order to
help promote the Corps amongst our young people, we should
run a competition to find a Branch Standard Bearer from the
ran ks of the Shropshire Army Cadet Corps who are Royal Signals
badged. We would provide the training and a Cup upon which
would be inscribed the name of the winner, annually. Some
progress has been made by the idea ~eing approve~ by the
Shropshire Army Cadet Force. We believe that anything that
raises the profile of the Corps amongst our young people can do
nothing but good for future recruitment, when it comes to these
youngsters making their career choices
Also taxing our thoughts at meetings, is the possibility of
extending our Branch Area to include North Staffs, as a small
number of our membership currently reside in that area. We
would be keen in addition to form an association with 22 Sig
Regt, who have recently moved into the old RAF Stafford. These
initiatives are being proposed because of the falling attendance at
regular meetings, occasioned by age and or infirmity of our
membership, and the absolute necessity of attracting younger
members. Strenuous efforts have been made by the Branch in
recent years to attract new members with limited success, as we
find that approaches to recently retired members of the Corps,
and our TA colleagues, have generally been met with polite
indifference to our existence.
As is usual in December we held our annual Christmas luncheon.
It must be said that this event was a resounding success as we
broke all recent records in attendance. We were very pleased to
have at the lunch Maj Gen Alistair Anderson CB, and his wife
Dr Margaret Anderson. Although the event was an informal
affair Gen Anderson was prevailed upon to speak, and gave a
amusing and rousing address in support of our Corps.

brotherinlaw of Maj Jim Fowler whose wife Pat is Betty
Coombes' sister.
Sidney Maurice Coombes, known to all as Samba joined the
Corps in 1947 and served in Austria as a Lineman until 1949
when he left the service and joined the TA at the Duke of Yorks
HQ in Chelsea. Here he was serving in 16 Ab Div Sig Regt, part
of the Middlesex Imperial Yeomanry, the Duke of Cambridge
Hussars. He left A Tp, 3 Sqn in 1968, having served near1y 20
years with the Regt. In 1953, he was noted as the only
Signalman on parade who had received the Coronation Medal
and shortly after, as a Corporal Lineman serving under Lt Simon
Crowe, he suffered a serious injury parachuting from a baloon
over Wormwood Scrubbs! We shall miss him. Our sympathy
goes to Betty and the family.

BEVERLEY EX-BOYS
ASSOCIATION
Chairman
Branch Secretary

Footsteps - The Drummond family have an outstanding history
of following in their father's and grandfather's footsteps with
service in the Royal Corps of Signals. Patrick Drummond
commenced his service with 6 (Boys) Trg Regt at Beverley in May
1950 and served until December 1955.
He trained as an Operator Wireless and Line and served in
Germany 1951/53, in Korea 1953/54 and in the Canal Zone
1954/55. His son, Andrew Drummond, followed Pat into the
Corps commencing at the Army Apprentice College, Harrogate in
September 1980.

Our photo shows Ron Dixon, Bill Coyne receiving their RSA 50
years badge and certificate from our chairman Fred Dixon.
A hearty congratulation to them both.

The photograph shows Gen Anderson rear centre with his wife,
our principal Guests and their wives, together with our Branch

WEST LONDON BRANCH

SHROPSHIRE BRANCH
Chairman
Hon Sec

Maj (Retd)HJB Wall MBE TD JP
ND Warner JP

Our Branch has had an interesting and active year in 2006, and
are delighted to have increased our active membership by the
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Our Christmas Party, held at the Royal British Legion Club in
Richmond, Surrey went with its usual swing with a gigantic raffle
and an excellent buffet presented by our Ladies Section, now all
Associate Members. Dusty, our Chairman wore his Christmas
hat, which made us all feel very festive and the evening left
nothing to be desired.
There was a sad note to end the year; Sam Coombes died. He
was long a Member of th e Branch and continued to support our
monthly meetings in Richmond although he and Betty moved
from the London area several years ago. Sam was the
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served with 225 City of Birmingham Fd Sqn, Royal
Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia). The Beverley Ex-Boys
Association is proud to be connected with this family.

Mick Teague
Tony Hui

He served in the Falkland Islands, Germany, Northern Ireland,
Bosnia, Kosovo and Sierra Leone. Pat Drummond had worked
in Sierra Leone in 1965/66 and whilst Andrew was there, he sent
home a photograph of himself sitting on the pipeline that Pat had
helped to lay. Andrew's trade was RTG and he became a
Yeoman of Signals in 1992. He served until January 2004 ending
up as a W01 .

NEWARK BRANCH

Rachael Drummond at her pass-out parade

Andrew and Pat Drummond in 2002

In September 2005, Rachael Drummond , Pat's granddaughter
and Andrew's niece, joined the Army Foundation College,
Harrogate. Rachael 's pass-out parade took place in the most
atrocious weather on 18 August 2006.
Rachael still manageCJ to keep smiling and looked very smart.
Rachael is the daughter of Pat's son, Kevin Drummond , who
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MALTA/LIBYA ASSOCIATION
Malta, Tripoli, Benghazi, El Adam, Libya, Egypt - Regular
or National Service
Did you serve in any of the above? If so why not join us for our
14th Annual Reunion at Staverton Park Hotel, Daventry, near
Northampton 31 August to 2 September 2007.
It is an Informal affair and partners are welcome. For more
information phone Roy Andrews anytime on 01227 264551 .

Name and Rank
Served Years
Andrews - Sgt IJW Andrews Served 1948/90
Beazley - Lt Col SR Beazley Served
Briant - Maj R Briant
Served 1956/89
Couldwell - Capt H Cauldwell Served 1939/46
Dowbiggin - Pte L Dowbiggin Served 1945/48
Gardner - Sgt RL Gardner
Served 1942167
Gibbs - Sig BC Gibbs
Served 1943/47
Served 1964/86
Gipson - Sgt RE Gipson
Haycock - Lt Col KE Haycock Served 1941fi5
Herbert - ? A Herbert
Served
Hiorns - Sig G Hiorns
Served 1954/??
Jack - SSgt IM Jack
Served 1940/46
Jamieson - SSM A Jamieson Served 1952n6
Johnson - W01 CG Johnson Served 1944/69
Legros - Sgt P Legros
Served 1946/52
McGinn - LCpl B McGinn
Served 1998/06
Morris - SSgt A Morris
Served 1944fi4
Panther - Cpl FW Panther
Served 1972187
Powell • W02 GT Powell MBE
Served 1936/58
Prentice - SSgt JCE Prentice Served 1939/47
Rambridge - ? R Rambrldge Served 1953/61
Saxelby - Lt J Saxelby
Served ????/86
Stubbs - Maj AF Stubbs MBE Served 1935fi2
Thursby-Pelham - Col DH Thursby-Pelham
Served 1943/80
Served 1942/47
Williams - Cpl CB Williams
Served 1939/47
Williams - Dvr B Williams
Served 1951/57
Williams - Sig CT Williams

Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died
Died

Date
??/02107
05/01/07
17/12106
24/12/06
??/12106
15102107
22/12/06
??/11/06
09/12106
17/10/06
10/02107
30/01/07
17102107
27/12106
07101107
26/08/06
08102107
09/01/07

Died
Died
Died
Died
Died

23/12/06
12112/06
17102107
??/01/07
06/01/07

Died
Died
Died
Died

06/12106
16/01/07
27/01/07
06/01/07
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WHITEHEAD - Col David Carter Whitehead died on 8
November 2006.
David Whitehead died
after a long and
courageous fight against
cancer and other lifethreatening illnesses over
nearly 10 years. During
that fight he continued to
apply himself to his many
duties, both in the military
arena and increasingly in
his civilian role as a District
Councillor. That fight and
his devotion to duty
epitomised David and the
type of man he was.
He was born on 30 April
1935 and attended
Worcester Cathedral King's
School, where he was an
enthusiastic member of both the Combined Cadet Force and the
First X1 Cricket Team. David enlisted in the Grenadier Guards in
February 1953 and was posted to the Guards' Depot, Caterham
where he joined the Potential Officers Platoon at the Brigade
Depot at Canterbury. After passing RCB, he joined Anzio
Company at AMA Sandhurst in September 1953 for a term's
educational crammer course. He joined Gaza Company in
February 1954, passed out of Sandhurst on 29 July 1955 and
was commissioned into Royal Signals.
After No 15 Royal Signals Subalterns Part 1 Course at Catterick,
a driving course with 5 Trg Regt and a Winter Warfare Course in
Norway, he was posted to 1(BR) Corps Sig Regt in Herford. His
first job was as 21C of the Main Corps Operating Tp but on the
day the Regt was mobilised for the Suez operation, he was
appointed Asst Adjt.
In May 1959, David returned to England to join the Junior
Leaders Regt at Denbury, Devon and after a thoroughly
enjoyable 2 years, he left to attend his Part 2 Course at Catterick.
In June 1962, David left the UK for the Far East. Initially he
commanded the New Territories SWS Tp in Hong Kong but also
spent an enjoyable month as stand-in ADC to Comd British
Forces. In October, he moved to Singapore to become GS03 to
the Chief of Staff working in the Army Commander's Office.
Within a few weeks he was appointed, at no notice, as GS03
(Ops) to an ad hoc Force HQ that was set up at the start of the
Borneo campaign ..
In January 1965 he married, Gillian and moved to 12 Inf Bde HQ
& Sig Sqn in Osnabruck, spending most of his time as Sqn 21C.
After Germany he went to Aden for 6 months as 21C and latterly
OC 21 O Sig Sqn supporting 24 Bde. This was a difficult summer
immediately before the withdrawal.
In September 1967 David returned to UK to join No 3 Army Staff
Course and on leaving Camberley in December 1969, he became
a member of the Directing Staff of the newly formed Junior
Division of the Staff College at Warminster. In February 1972 he
was sent for a third time to BAOR to command 20 Armd Bde HQ
& Sig Sqn. He was promoted to Lt Col in March 1974 and was
appointed as GSO 1 Sigs Branch HQ BAOR under the CSO, Maj
Gen Harry Roper. During this time he coordinated the BAOR
Signals reinforcement plan for Cyprus following the Turkish
invasion and acted as the HQ BAOR focus for the staff work
leading to the formation of 14 Sig Regt in its new EW role. In
April 1976 he took command of 4 Div HQ & Sig Regt. As a CO

he stood out as a man who had a deep interest in people. He
knew every soldier's name. details of their families , the problems
they were experiencing and the successes they had achieved.
This was no mean feat in a Regt of nearly 900 people. This
characteristic epitomised the man - he cared and showed it. The
leadership he demonstrated then and every day of his life shone
through in everything he did.
He had strong moral principles - never passing judgement - but
clearly showing just where he stood on issues spiritual, secular,
physical and political. Behind these principles was a background
of courage. Courage to do what he believed was right, courage
to stand up for those less privileged and suffering wrong, courage
to deal with the subsequent illness which ultimately took him from
us. He never complained, always tried to console those around
him and never stopped thinking about the care and welfare of
others.
In November 1978, David returned to the UK to become SI
Tactics (later renamed Comd Div) at the School of Signals. He
took particular interest in the development of the leadership
abilities of the Young Officers and Yeoman of Signals.
He was promoted Col In September 1981 to become Col Sigs 36
on the staff of the SOinC. As Chairman of the Army Tactical
Communications Committee he set about the scaling of the Army
with Clansman radios. In April 1982, at the beginning of the
Falklands' operation he had to oversee the reequipment of 5 Bde
with Clansman, a task that had to be completed in one week.
David moved to Stanmore in October 1983 as Col AG11 (later
PB 11) where he faced a severe shortage of officers, particularly
in the rank of Maj. To relieve the situation he staffed the extension
of selected officers beyond the normal retirement age and
introduced the wider employment of Quartermaster Category
officers in combatant appointments. In spite of the officer
shortage he attempted to secure as many jobs outside the Corps
for individuals, when it was in their career interests. He believed
that the key to the Corps Mure lay in managing young officers'
careers well and in particular, gaining as many places at Staff
College as possible.
In May 1987 David took up his last appointment as Col
Communication Electronic Security Group, part of GCHQ in
Cheltenham where he was responsible for the security
requirements for all Government Departments.
On his retirement from the Army in April 1990, he set about
becoming active in the local community. In 1994 he joined the
Dorset Committee of the Army Benevolent Fund and became a
trustee of his local village hall. He was invited to become a vice
chairman of the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund. In 1995 he was
elected to his Parish Council, becoming vice chairman in 1999.
In 1999, David was elected to the North Dorset District Council,
for a constituency which included Blandford Camp. He was
immediately appointed to the Cabinet, where he took a keen
interest in the housing problems of the District. In 2002 he
became Deputy Leader.
He was a member of the Political Management Working group
and of the Appointment Panel that selects candidates for senior
officer posts of the council. He also chaired the local Community
Safety Panel and became Chair of the Board of the North Dorset
Citizens' Advice Bureau.
David Whitehead's outstanding lifetime of service was
recognised by all whom he knew in both his military and political
life. The Service of Thanksgiving for his life on 5 January 2007
saw the Church at Milton Abbey packed to capacity and the
Book of Condolence assembled by North Dorset District Council
and presented to Gill, is a deserving testament to the devotion
he showed to the people of the County.
David is survived by his wife, Gill , his two daughters Claire and
Roz, and his devoted grandson, Fergus, to whom David will
always be known as 'DC'.

Gibbs - Sig Brian C Gibbs died 22 December 2006
It is with great sadness I have to
report the loss of our President
Brian Gibbs, the instigator and
founder member of the Norfolk
Branch of the Royal Signals
Association. Brian joined the
Corps in 1943 at the age of 17 and
went on to serve in Burma, where
he was injured during the fighting.
Brian leaves behind his widow
Dorothy and children Linda, Jon
and grandson.
Brian founded the Norfolk Branch
when he realised there was no
Branch either in Norfolk or Suffolk. With the help of the RSA, the
Branch was formed in 1991. Brig MR Topple chaired the
inaugural meeting. The Committee formed was: President, Maj
Gen DAL Wade CB OBE MC, veteran of two world wars and
former GOC of Malaya, Chairman, Gordon Royal, Hon Sec,
Brian Gibbs, Treasurer, Alan Rix, Vice Chairman, Maurice
Swetman. Due to Brian's tireless work the Branch has gone
from strength to strength. Brian was passionate about the Royal
Signals and the Branch he helped form. In 1991 he was awarded
an Honour membership of the RSA, receiving letters of
congratulation from The Princess Royal and from the then RSA
Chairman, Maj Gen Alan Yeoman. Until his illness Brian and
Dorothy rarely missed a meeting. He will be greatly missed by
his colleagues and all who knew him.

PRENTICE - SSgt James Charles Edward Prentice, died
12 December 2007
James Charles Edward
Prentice was born in Whitton,
Middlesex on Sunday 28
November 1920. He left school
at the age of 14 to supplement
the household income. After
several jobs, he joined the Royal
Corps of Signals in May 1939
and trained in Catterick as an
Operator Wireless and Line. In
November 1939 was posted to
London District Signals at the
Duke of York's HQ, Chelsea. He
moved up through the ranks and as a Sgt, he volunteered for
Combined Ops and trained at Dundonald Camp in Ayrshire.
Just before DDay, he was posted to HMS Lothian, a HQ
comms ship, which was attached to the American 7th Fleet for
service in the Pacific war zone. Later he joined HMS
Persimmon, another HQ comms ship, part of the British East
Indies fleet. At Emmerhaven, Sumatra, on 10th October 1945,
he witnessed the Japanese Maj Gen Yahagi and his staff
come aboard HMS Persimmon to surrender to the Force
Comd.
Sgt Prentice passed the QM course in Sandra, near Bombay
and was promoted to SQMS on Maud Island, near Bombay. After
discharge, he married May McKim in September 1947 and
settled in Troon, Ayrshire. He was offered a position in insurance
and became composite insurance inspector, responsible for
sales, claims, and surveys, in an area covering Ayrshire,
Dumfriesshire, Wigtownshire and Kirkcudbrightshire. He retired in
1985 after 37 years and after 40 years of marriage, James was
widowed in 1987. He missed his wife May very badly but he
filled his time productively; always willing to help others and
offering his services - nothing was too much trouble for him.
James was a founder member of the Antonina Speakers Club in
Glasgow and after its demise, he decided to join the Kirkintilloch
Speakers Club. There he volunteered as a coordinator of the
Kirkintilloch Club's schools speech contest. He successfully ran
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it for ten years and received an inscribed glass plaque for his
services and was made a life member. He also joined Cue and
Review as a volunteer, helping produce talking newspapers and
magazines for the blind and partially sighted.
In 1991, James Prentice was a founder and active member
of the RSA Glasgow branch where he took on the role of
reporting the activities of the branch for The Wire . In
November 2000 he was made a Life Member of the branch at
the age of 80. He was also a member of the Royal British
Legion Scotland, Glasgow HQ Branch.
James Prentice was well loved by everyone young and old
alike. Many people have commented on what a "perfect
gentleman" he was, with a lively sense of humour, a zest for life
and always a story to tell. His organisational skills were
legendary and he believed in a job welldone. His standards
were high (all that Army training!) but more often than not,
people went out of their way to meet his high standards. He
spent a lot of time tracing exarmy colleagues who may have
served with him and he corresponded with a great many
people, sadly most too old, infirm or too far away to attend his
funeral service there were so few people left to reminisce with
him and confirm his memory for detail. The magazine entitled
"WWII" is printing an article accompanied by photographs this
month written by James. It is sad that he has not lived to see
that.
His funeral was extremely wellattended for a man of 86 a
measure of the respect people had for him and the Glasgow
branch of the Royal Signals Association helped to make it a very
dignified and touching service. Our thoughts go to his
daughters, Anne and Moira, his sons-in-law, Billy and Mitch
and his grandchildren, Paul, Daniela and Colin.

WATSON - Capt RW (Reg) Watson died 7 December 2006.
Reginald (Reg) Watson was born in Birmingham in 1920 and
was educated at King Edward VI Grammar School Aston. On
leaving school he worked for the West Midlands Gas Board
before enlisting into the Royal Signals TA, 61 Div Sigs on 29 April
1939. He was called to service on 5 September 1939 as part of
151 OCTU (Cadre) and was commissioned from the same OCTU
on 15 February 1941 after moving from the Cadre Staff to Cadet.
Having served with various Signals units in UK, Reg was posted
as a 4 Indian Div officer attached to the Red Eagles of 7 Indian Inf
Bde in July 1944. This was the first time that Capt Watson had
meet and served with men from the Indian sub-continent and in
particular the 7 Gurkha Rifles . During his time in Italy, 4 Indian
Div was instrumental in breaching the Gothic line in August 1944
before embarking for Greece in November 1944.
Reg remained with the Red Eagles in the Salonika area until his
demobilisation on 30 September 1946. On returning to his job
with the West Midlands Gas Board, he transferred to a TA
commission as the 10 of 40 Sqn TA, Sutton Coldfield, before
transferring in September 1949 to the TA Reserve. Reginald
married Mary Packman in 1944 and had 2 daughters, Elizabeth
in 1948 and Jane in 1950. After completing an Institute of Gas
Engineers Degree in 1950, Reg moved to Shell Mex and BP and
retired from their London Branch as an oil executive in 1980.
Upon retiring from UK Offshore Operations Association in 1983,
Reg and Mary moved to Sidmouth, Devon and were befriended
by Brig ED 'Birdy' Smith CBE DSO who had also served with
the Red Eagles of the 7 Gurkha Rifles in Italy in1944 and Greece
in 1945.
During a visit to his daughter Elizabeth's family in 1997, Reg
met Gen Sam Cowan, late Royal Signals, on the plane from
London and as Reg was wearing his Corps tie they set up a
conversation. During that visit he was invited to attend a social
function with the Brunei Gurkha Signals Tp and continued his
rapport with Gen Sam. Reg remained a keen supporter of the
Gurkha Welfare Trust and always purchased their Christmas
cards.
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Having nursed his wife Mary, who suffered with Alzheimer's, for
over 3 years Reg w<?o.s widowed in December 20_03. In September
2006, Reg returned to Italy with his daughter Elizabeth and sonin-law and revisited the Gothic Line area, where he was pleased
to notice the many memorials to 4 Indian D!v. Having moved into
a new flat in November 2006, Reg was looldng forward to
becoming more active with re~ewing his love of swimming and
walking.

one day and said "Sahib, go home, there have been instructions
to shoot youl " Not surprisingly, he went ho.me. Shortly after
returning to the UK, Ian retired to Hampshire to grow vegetables
at the grand age of 47.
Following the death of his wife, .he 7pent the la.st 3 years of .hi~
life in Dorset living in a cottage 1n his daughters garden, enioying
sunny times on the terrace with a glass of ale.

Sadly he passed away very suddenly (Gerta Ci~o) just before
Christmas. He is survived by his daughters Elizabeth and Jane,
four grandchildren and Joseph William his 9 month old great
grandson.

to "Park JS Cpl, 7th Armd Div Sig D Tp 1 Sqn" . The letter was
stamped on the 28th of November 1944. I think right before the
Battle of the Bulge. I found out that Cpl Park was a part of The
Desert Rats. At first I emailed a webmaster that had made a site
about The Desert Rats. He told me he had done some research
and found out that Cpl Park wasn't killed in action.

comfortable, peaceful, Malaya when the Japanese Army suddenly
arrived in 1941 and by February 1942 we found ourselves taken
POW. Unlike Sgt Edwards, who was sent to the copper mines
in Korea, we went up by cattle truck into Siam, with most of the
Malayan Garrison, to build the railway along the banks of the
Kwai Noi from Bangkok to Moulmein in Burma.

Could you publish this in your magazine? Then if anyone knows
whether Cpl Park is still alive, maybe they could let me know
and it would be possible for me to give the letters back to the
rightful owner or to his family or relatives.

The Sect formed a small part of one of the many large working
parties; ours was commanded by Lt Col Selby Milner. On our
way up the river we helped to build the astonishing Wampo
Viaduct, which has been kept in working condition as a tourist
attraction. 400 yards of wooden viaduct were built around a
steep rocky curve by a group of 3000 POW, working night and
day and completed in 3 weeks at a cost of many hundreds of
lives.

I'm looking forward hearing from you ..... .
From:

Michael D Gibbs
Email: mike@harvington.uk.com

MCGINN - LCpl Ben McGinn died on 26 August 2006.
From:
LCpl Ben McGinn was born on 30 November 1980 .in the Br.itish
Military Hospital, Rinteln, Germany. Bein~. from a military family,
Ben grew up in various military communities 1n ~ermany and the
UK, completing his education at King Edward Sixth Form College
in Nuneaton.
He enlisted into the Royal Signals in 1998 and trained as a Tele
Op (TG) at the Royal School of Signals in Blandford: On
completion of his trg, he joined 30 Sig Regt, deploying on op
tours to Kosovo and Sierra Leone. In September 2000 he
married Sig Stephanie Hawkins. Sweethearts since Blandford.'
they set up home and tried to see as much of e~ch other as life m
separate Sqns at 30 Sig Regt would allow. Their son Joshua
was born in July 2003 and later that year they were posted to th~
Royal School of Signals in Blandford where Ben wa~ employed in
RadEx Tp. During his tour, he attended the Royal Signals
Leadership Course and was encouraged to apply for .a
commission, subsequently passing the initial Royal Signals
Selection Board. In June 2006 Ben and Steph were posted to
1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt in Herford. Both were selected for
promotion in July 2006. Ben had a _very bright futu~e ahead of
him and he and his family were looking forward to his career
developing further. Tragically, Ben was killed in a motorcycle
accident on 26 August 2006, whilst on leave in the UK.
Ben personified the phrase "live life to the full". He was a_good
tradesman and enjoyed soldiering. Strong and fit, he had 1ust
volunteered for the Regt's Lanyard Trophy team but he also
attempted everything and anything that involved excite.ment. He
tried his hand at freefall parachuting; he boxed at 30 Sig Regt,
was a Joint Service Ski Instructor and loved motorcycling. .
However, he was at his happiest when spending time with his
family - he was a real "hands on" Dad .
Ben had a wide circle of friends in the Corps and was a very
popular, happy, vibrant young man with a great se~se of h_umour
and fun. He will be dearly missed by family and friends alike.

JACK- SSgt Ian

Jack died 30 January 2007.
SSgt Ian Jack was born on 19
March 1919. He graduated first
class from Acton Technical
College in 1937 and joined the
Post Office as a youth-in-training
at Dollis Hill as a Telecoms
Engineer, He joined the
Middlesex Regt in 1939 but then
moved to the Royal Corps of
Signals in 1940. He qualified as a
Foreman of Signals and became
a SSgt.

After demob in 1946, he went to British Somaliland as a Telecoms
Engineer and after about 5 years went to Aden, where he
eventually become Post Master Gene~al of Posts ?nd
li 1 ommunications. When the terrorist troubles 1n Aden became
t~~ad, a member of Ian's staff appeared in his office doorway

178

Clifford Newton
Email: thenewtons@bangonline.co.uk

Clifford Newton is seeking his 63 year old brother Trevor
Newton , who served in the Corps between the late 1960s and
the early 1980s.
Trevor served in Germany and at the Royal Military Aca~emy
Sandhurst. Anyone who can help is asked to contact Clifford at
thenewtons@bangonline.co.uk or on 01754-768401.

We are endeavoring to locate information regarding Col GSK
Maydon, who was mentioned in the Last Post (21/04/03) of The
Wire magazine in June 2003. It stated that he had served in the
Corps during the period 1932/61 . Any assistance in this matter
would be gratefully received.
Yours ..... .
From:

Maj (Rtd) FW Edwards, lrlwyn, Wolf's Castle,
Haverfordwest. SA62 5NB
Tel: 01437 741400
Email: marionedwards@tesco.net

Yours ..... .
From :

Brian Poland
Email: brian@bcpoland.co.uk

I am trying to locate Eric Green who served with me from Mid1959 (Bulford) to Feb 1961 (Shornecliffe, Kent). I would be •
grateful of any information.
Yours ..... .
From:

Horgan, Vicky
Email: Vicky.Horgan@swagelok.com

1have been trying to trace my brothers; Matthew and Philip
Mcleish whom I believe are in the Royal Signals, as our father
was until he was killed in Namibia on 31st March 1989. Please
could you email an address I could write to them a~. I believe
they are serving in Iraq. I would very much appreciate your help
with this.
Yours ..... .
From:

Anthony Godbert
Tel: 0151 652 3649

Anthony Godbert's brother Lt FH Godbert was killed in action
at Imphal on 30 May 1944 while with 4 Corps Signals. ~nthony
is trying to trace anyone who was with that unit at that time.
Anyone who can help is asked to get in touch with Anthony on
0151 -652 3649.
Yours ..... .

I shall be grateful if you can find space to allow me to add to your
fine obituary of my uncle, Jack Edwards, published in this
month's edition (February 2007) of The Wire, but shall quite
understand if this is not practical. Jack was my father's
youngest brother. Their uncle was a WW1 regular sapper, signals
service, who became a founder member of the Corps in 1920.
My father, a Royal Navy signaller in that War, joined the TA in the
20's in Signals, and loved telling me of his one time at camp
when he was orderly room Cpl to Capt RTO Corey's Adjt. After
he left, Jack followed him in.
You well summarise Jack's service and later life. As his oldest
nephew, I was allowed to read his notebooks when he returned
from captivity and which formed the basis of his book Banzai You
Bastards! What I recall most is his telling me of how, when he and
his Tp, of which he was as Sgt the senior member, were working
in the copper mines on Formosa (now Taiwan), he had a clear
warning of a roof fall. He moved his Tp to safety. What was
distinctive was that the warning was in Japanese of which he,
who had left school at 14, knew not a word. From then on he
could speak the language, at first sufficient to understand what
the Japanese soldiers required of them and because of this, he
said, his men were saved the worst of the cruel treatment
arbitarily handed out to prisoners, a major factor in them all
surviving - but later with increasing fluency, to play as your
report indicates, an interpretative role in the war trials.
When I was commissioned into the Corps he was pleased,
especially as my 'last three' as a signalman when I joined was
just one greater than his had been. He passed on to me 2
lessons. First, in uniform all men look alike. The ability to judge
character is essential. Second, that whatever I did I was never to
leave my men. Leadership was itself a language necessary to
learn. From my great uncle's joining the Sappers to my retiring ,
covered a family span of just over 50 years. Jack was proud of
that, as he always was of the Royal Corps of Signals.
Yours ..... .
From:

From:

Arjan Beks
Email: miniwiener@hotmail.com

A while back, I did some work in an old house in South Belgium.
ed
While I was working on the attic, I found 2 letters and an
envelope underneath the floorboards. This letter was address
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Maj (Retd) LBH Custance Baker,
Royal Signals (1936-1958) Dipford House, Trull.
Taunton, Somerset.TA3 7NR Tel: 01823 254 440

The obituary of Sgt Jack Edwards OBE, in the February edition
was of particular interest to me as I was also a Japanese POW.
No 27 Line Sect, of which I was QC, was diligently doing its job in
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Though much diminished, we were still recognisable as 27 Line
Sect when we reached a small tented jungle camp at 223 km,
where we suffered a cholera epidemic, which killed nearly half of
the camp. I weighed very little by this time and found myself no
longer able to walk. I was carried a few km down the river to a
large permanent camp at Tarkenun by two men of the Sect. The
names of Dvr GB 'Gibby' Douglas and Cpl McWhirter come
to mind. In late 1944, long after the railway was finished, a small
group of 27's survivors came together at Chungkai Camp and
had a dinner party with a bottle of home-made Samsu. We drank
various toasts and then declared that 27 Line Sect was
disbanded. It was not re-formed after the war.
When we set out from England in the Summer of 1941 our
strength was 72 all ranks. One man died before the Japanese
invasion, one was killed in action while laying cable on an airfield
and 32 died as POWs. This figure included my second officer, an
attached officer and all 4 sgts. In 1943, we had been ordered to
provide a det to join a party going to Japan for mine work. Their
ship was sunk by an American submarine and this loss made our
casualty figures worse than the average. On our return, we found
that we were entitled to wear the Pacific Star. Among soldiers,
unlike sailors, this ri bbon is an almost certain indication of an exJapanese POW. There cannot be many of us left.
Yours ..... .
From:

Capt (Rtd) GPT Raku

Renate Anne Foster (nee Raku) 1961 - 2006
I realise that the obituaries column normally deals with members
of the Corps. but our daughter Renate was so closely allied with
the Armed Forces and particularly the Royal Signals amd was
known by so many serving and past members of the Corps that
you may wish to mention her in the Corps Magazine.
Renate died on 2 December after fighting a brain tumour for
nearly 3 years. Renate was born in Sheffield on 23 December
1961 where I was a PSI at 64 Sig Regt (TA). Latterly her brother
Peter Raku also served in the Corps as did her nephew,
Marcus RakuEvans. She travelled with the family on 3 tours in
BAOR, and also Malaya and Cyprus.
Your ......
Editor's Comment
At her funeral, AVM Crwys-Williams RAF (Retd) read a tribute to
Renate which is paraphrased. "Renate was a remarkable person
who achieved so much, often against all the odds Renate
joined The Services Sound and Vision Corporation (SSVC) in
1986 aged 24 as their Cinema Booking and Marketing Manager
having worked for Select TV and Maxwell Entertainment before
that. She was to stay with SSVC for 18 years.
Things were not good when she arrived; some thirty or so
Forces' cinemas were suffering from competition from videos and
satellite TV, the buildings were scruffy and old, the films were late
and the equipment was ancient. She devised a brilliant new
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Further details of the cemetery can be found via the BWGC web
site at http://www.cwgc.org/cwgcinteroeVsearch.aspx
and the very informative POW Research Network Japan can be
found at: http;//homepage3.njfty.com/ pow-Ve/aboutys.html

strategy for them, inspired in its simplicity and effectiveness. The
results were remarkable, opening the way for newer films, total
refurbishment, modem equipment, larger audiences, profitability
and even new cinemas.
With equal flair, Renate took the old inefficient, military video
library and fou nded the new, comm<>rcial, everexpanding British
Defence Film Library. Renate introduced inftight film,, for the
long RAF flights to the Falklands, a hugely popular facility. She
alone advocated the idea for a mobile cinema for operational
areas, and got on with the commissioning of the astonishing £0.5
million Movie Machine that has to date given thousands of free
film showings to the troops in the Balkans.
The toughest test was when she was offered the job, on top of
everything else, of running all worldwide live entertainment for the
Forces Combined Services Entertainment (CSE). Who else could
have cajoled artists to go to Iraq and Afghanistan? CSE was
reborn. Who else could have got Geri Halliwell, Steps and Bobby
Davro to do demanding and ambitious shows in the remote
Omani desert, plan every single detail and pull it all off with style
and real panache?
She was made a Director of the Corporation. Her utter loyalty to
her staff and to the military was legend. She had the capacity to
exasperate her bosses, yet keep their respect because she was
so good at her job; and because she was Renat e . Her sheer
energy, enthusiasm and professionalism Her insistence on saying
it as it was.
Renate's real legacy at SSVC and I suspect the aspect of her
life of which she would have been most proud is the enormous
amount she did to improve the morale and wellbeing of tens of
thousands of Servicemen and women, and their families, right
across the world, and especially in operational theatres
The bridge between life and death between this life, and the next
one is tenuous indeed. Renate has now crossed that bridge, all
pain is gone, and she will be enjoying the most wonderful peace.
As she finally crosses that bridge she goes with our thanks for
her friendship, her love of life and the happy memories she gave
us."
REFLECTIONS IN THE YOKOHAMA CEMETERY - MARCH
2005 - by Maj (Retd) Phil Brown
On a bitterly cold Sunday morning in early March 2005, I found
myself in an eerily quiet British War Graves Commission (BWGC)
Cemetery a short distance from the frenetic city centre of
Yokohama, about 25 miles south west of Tokyo. The cemetery is
set in beautifully landscaped gardens which, even at the end of
winter, were thoroughly enchanting. I easily found the 4 separate
places of rest. The largest was dedicated to the British services;
the other areas were allocated to the Indian, North American and
Australasian soldiers, sailors and airmen that had died in captivity
at some stage during WW2. Each area was hidden from the
other but connected by well maintained paths lined with
evergreen shrubs and trees.

AWARD OF THE ROYAL SIGNALS
INSTITUTION SILVER MEDAL
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Bot~ Cdre Adrian Whyntie, Chief Technical Officer and Brig
David Hardgreaves, formerly Director Operations. joined SSgt
Robinson and his wife after the presentation to add their
personal congratulations.

From:

Looking across the British section of the Yokohama War Graves
Cemetery

Lt Col (Retd) G Powell
Waincliffe House
Roecliffe. York.
Y051 9LY

Dear Sir

knew from my brief research that there were a few Royal Signals
soldiers among the 1000 graves so I took the opportunity to pay
my respects and photo each one for the Corps Museum archives
and future researchers.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those who
provided me with valuable information in reply to the letter I had
published in the August copy of The Wire in respect of Geoff
Duke being stationed at Tholthorpe Airfield with 2 Trg Regt in
1948.

About 40 minutes into my task, I suddenly recalled a few words
from Rupert Brooke's famous poem, The Soldier: "There's some
comer of a foreign field that is for ever England".

I am now in a position to put the record straight: The unit at
Tholthorpe in 1948 was in fact 5 Trg Regt not 2 Trg Regt.

I could not believe how well these words matched the situation
and just enhanced the significance for me of being on a piece of
ground , donated by the Japanese to the UK, around 6000 miles
from home. As fate would have it a few minutes later I found the
memorial of Capt HC Spong MBE on which Brooke's famous
line was written. It was a real lump in the throat moment.
In total, I photographed the plinths of 56 members of the Corps.
In a small crematorium located adjacent to the field are the ashes
of another 355 Allied Servicemen that are kept in a large urn. A
roll honour is inscribed on the inner walls, including the names of
7 more Corps members.
The one local man I had shared the cemetery with when I arrived
had long since left by the time I needed to pull myself away from
the Yokohama cemetery. He had been replaced by 2 groups of
Japanese tourists, maybe 40 in total; most of whom were of the
older generation. I could not translate the tour guides' words but I
could interpret the reaction of both groups; that of interest and
solemnity. Not just for me would that morning's visit remain a
notable memory.
I have sent all the photos to the Corps museum. These are in a
low resolution version suitable for email. However I also have the
high resolution version as well. If there is anyone who would like a
(digital) copy please email me at pabrown@jee.org with the details
of the request.

Geof! Duke was never stationed at Tholthorpe but did visit 5 Trg
Regt 1n 1948 when the White Helmets put on a show for the unit
at their Annual Athletics Meeting.
Yours ...
Cdre Adrian Whyntie, Flt Lt Andy Main, SSgt Danny Robinson,
wife Lisa and Brig David Hargreaves

The Royal Signals Institution Silver Medal has been awarded to a
member of the Defence Communication Services Agency,
SSgt{VoS) Danny Robinson . The award was made whilst
Danny was working in the Defence Cryptosecurity Operating
Authority (DCOA) - now known as the Defence Cryptosecurity
Authority (DCA) .
SSgt{VofS) Robinson was a pivotal member of the DCOA,
where his responsibilities included the delivery of the Bowman
electronic keying material and the General Key Management
(GKM) system to Defence. The intrinsic complexity of the former
is compounded by the multifaceted nature of GKM , which plays a
critical role in the support of Bowman.
Quickly appreciating the situation , Danny set himself the
daunting task of gaining a thorough understanding of the
interactions between the two systems, and was able to identify at
an early stage the crucial importance of the prompt delivery of
accurate keying material.
Possessing foresight and applying lateral thinking, he identified a
capacity weakness in the intended transfer media and
successfully developed a solution, which was accepted into
service. The user is now able to transfer keys seamlessly
between systems, without any need for multi-exchanges and
manpower intensive interaction.

I must confess to having never heard of the place until 2 weeks
previously, when I read an article in The Daily Telegraph about the
work of 2 female Japanese researchers. They had made it their
task to find out the cause of death of each of the soldiers in this
and other BWGC cemeteries in Japan. The article focussed
mainly on Yokohama and by coincidence, my job required me to
be in the area. My interest had already raised when I took a call
from Peter Cuckow at RHO for a completely unrelated reason. I
mentioned my intentions to visit and he urged me to follow it up
with a few lines. "Get a photo" he said; I returned with a lot more.
The first thing that struck me was the contrast between this place
and the noisy city I had left a few minutes earlier. The second
was the fact that each grave was marked with a plinth style
memorial rather than the more familiar white headstone.
Needless to say everything was arranged along perfect lines.

himself as the subject matter expert in Bowman/GKM/GPS
cryptosecurity interoperability, and thereby proving himself an
excellent ambassador for the Army and his Corps. Danny
returned from his Op TELIC deployment with his current unit, 19
Lt Bde, to collect the award and was joined by his wife, Lisa.

Building on this success, he went on to ascertain the lack of
synchronisation between the key production cycles of the Global
~ositioning System (GPS) and Bowman, identifying the potential
nsk that operational units could have been denied the use of
Bowman from 1 January 2006.

The headstone for Capt HG Spong MBE Royal Signals
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He developed a key rollover plan, which he successfully
proposed to the DPA, deploying to the full his impressive qualities
of leadership and professionalism. As a result, Bowman's
continuity of service was assured from the start of 2006. His
proactive and thoughtful approach towards identifying and
resolving problems has been achieved through establishing

SWORDS
RHO has a number of recently refurbished swords which are
available for short term loan to members of the Corps on
occasions when swords are required to be worn.
Anyone wishing to temporarily borrow one of these should in the
first instance contact the Assistant Regimental Secretary,
Maj (Retd) Ian Greig in RHO on 01258 482082 (Mil 94371 2082)

LOST SWORD
In 1969, the Corps asked officers who had their own swords to
lend them to the Corps for use by other officers involved in
ceremonial activities. Lt Col (Retd) Dudley Ward responded to
this appeal and his sword was loaned to 10 Sig Regt in
Hounslow.
The loan was made on the firm, mutual understanoing that it
would be returned to him whenever he wanted it back.
Since then 10 Sig Regt has been disbanded, reorganised and
reformed and it would appear that the sword has been lost.

Lt Col Ward has requested the return of his sword and searches
in 10 Sig Regt, Corps Property and the Museum have failed to
unearth it. It is inscribed below the hilt: "2Lt D C WARD".
All units who hold swords are asked to check to see whether they
have a sword inscribed with this name. If you have the sword
then please contact The Editor.

FALKLANDS 25
June 2007 Vol. 61 No: 2
FALKLANDS 25
As this Falklands 25 edition of The Wire goes to press, it is the
25th anniversary of the landings in San Carlos Water, starting the
land war to reclaim the Falklat>Ci Islands. The Wire includes a
number of personal recollecfa:.ns in an article by Col (Retd) Roger
Thompson. CO of 30 Sig Regt at the time.
For the benefit of all those too young to remember, or old enough
to have forgotten, the Corps was heavilly involved. The list below,
published on the front cover of the July 1982 edition indicates the
size of our commitment.
THE CORPS IN THE FALKLANDS
Our involvement fell into two categories: those that took part in
the actual operation on land or at sea, a total of some 600
officers and soldiers and those who assisted in the mounting of
the operation in the UK.
The bulk of the former were drawn from 30 Sig Regt and 5 Inf
Bde HQ & Sig Sqn and the following units also had manpower
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deployed with the Task Force:
14 Sig Regt
28 Sig Regt
38 Sig Regt M
1 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
3 Cdo Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
244 Sig Sqn (AS)
264 (SAS) Sig Sqn
602 (SC) Sig Tp
Sig Wing AMA Sandhurst
565 RLD (2 Para)
566 RLD (3 Para)
534 RLD (QG Signals)
603 TACP
These provided a wide range of comms, including dets for
merchant ships, a ship signal tp, tactical and long haul rear links
Others that assisted in the mounting of the op within the UK
included the regular units of 2 Sig Bde, who manned commcens,
assisted by elements from 1 and 19 Bde HQ & Sig Sqns and
certain TA tradesmen from 34 and 37 Sig Regts M.
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EDITORIAL
The sharp eyed among you will have noticed that while there is
no picture of the Deputy Editor above, there is now a name in
the frame. Mrs Amy Petersen takes up the post on 4 June and
the Editor will be able to breathe again!
Those equally sharp eyes will undoubtedly come across typos
and errors in the composition of this edition. Working on my
own, it has been very hard to apply the usually rigorous
standards of editing to your contributions. The fact that too
many routine contributions from units arrived after the official
cut off date did not help either.
I am happy to receive submissions after the deadlines, if I am
warned and given some indication of just how late the
submissions are going to be. However, although the arrival of a
new Deputy Editor will make things much better, Mrs Petersen
will take some time to settle in to the role and to learn the
difficult software we use in the Wire Office.

Capt K Rhodes, 2IC 1 Sqn, Col S Kidner, RegtJ Col, U Col A Clew/ow MBE, Chief Instructor, Brig E Flint, Lt Col Langley, CO 11 Sig ~
Maj L Roddy. OC 2 Sqn, Capt James, OC CS, SSM Bel/, A/RSM 11 Sig Regt
Following the amalgamation of Area Systems Operator and Radio
Systems Operator Into one trade of Communications System
Operator last year, the first two Communications Systems
Operator courses (CSBR 06/001 and CSBR 06/002) have
graduated at 11 Sig Regt In Blandford, marking the end of an old
era and the beginning of a new one in The Royal Corps of Signals
trade struotur8.

1he currant Araa Syistems BR and Radio Systems BR courses will
eoon cease to run mKt will be wholly f'8Placed by the new CSBR
Pha8e 2 CCJUl88. Thie course Is designed to lriclude tlg on the

current digitised battlefield systems and a standardisation of
Royal Signals Operator trade trg.
The initial graduation took place on Friday 4 May 2007 at the
Royal School of Signals, Blandford Camp and was attended by
the Commandant DCCIS, Brig EM Flint as presenting officer, the
Regtl Col, Col S Kidner, the Chief Instructor, Lt Col A Clewk>W
MBE and CO 11 Sig Regt, Lt Col Langley. Also present was W
Paul Taylor from Harris Communications who kindly presented
the Harris Trophy to the two top students, Sig O'Mahoney and

Sig Jones.

To that end, I would advise Commanding Officers and Officers
Commanding who wish to have their unit notes in future Wires
that they must encourage their scribes to produce the unit
submissions ideally before and no later than the deadline.
To meet my own deadlines, I will have to close the door to late
contributions in future.
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HONOUR FOR SIGNALS CADETS

DAME KELLY PRESENTS AWARDS
The endeavours of four Royal Signals cadets have been
recognised by Dame Kelly Holmes.
The double-gold medal Olympic hero and ex-Army Physical
Traini ng Instructor presented the youngsters with Achievement
Awards from the Jack Petchey Foundation at an awards
ceremony on Thursday 1 March at the Mermaid Conference
Centre in Blackfriars.
The Jack Petchey Foundation, established in 1999, gives grants
to programmes and projects that benefit young people aged 11 25. throughout London and West Essex
George Simmons (12), Alex Heggie (1 8), Charley Robbens (15)
and Mickey Collier (17), all from the 35 Cadet Sqn Royal Signals
in Walthmastow, North East London , each received a cheque for
£200 to spend on a project of their choice, and a gold medal in
recognition of their good service and hard work.
Del Comd, Lt John White, thanked the Jack Petchey Foundation
and said:
" Mickey, Charley, Alex and George are a credit to themselves
and the Corps. They are great examples of the fantastic
opportunities that the Army Cadet Force can provide young
people."

Dame Kelly Holmes with Royal Signals cadets George Simmons
(front), Alex Heggie (back), and Charley Robbens

NEW COLONEL TERRITORIAL ARMY
Col John Crackett TD has taken over from Col Keith BruceSmith as Col TA Royal Signals - the senior TA appointment in the
Corps.

Name and Rank
A/Capt JZ Hainesc ...
Capt AD Morris
Capt AJ Barry
Capt CEJ Davies
Capt CS Budding
Capt D Hugi-es
Capt DJ Corcoran ...
Capt GG Moody
Capt KT Bates
Capt LS Giddings
Capt MA Bosworth ...
Capt MS Skeet
Capt RE Warmingt .. .
Capt TJ Coor er
Col PJ Oldfield
Lt AP Manley
Lt CM Northridge
Lt Col CW Edwards TD ...
Lt Col IA Walton
Lt Col JJ Cole
Lt CR Knott
Lt CSE Moody
Lt ODA Reader
Lt JMH Paulin
Lt MJ Cox
Lt MS Rai
Lt SJ Hunt
Maj JA Lyons
Maj JP Townsend
Maj JW Dagless
Maj KA Barker
Maj RA Wilson
Maj RN Byfield
Maj SVD Hargreaves

OFFICERS, MAY 2007
Unit to which posted
ATR Bassingbourn
10 Sig Regt
71 Sig RegtM
18 (UKSF) Sig Regt
RSS
22 Sig Regt
SORLS HQ SOinC(A)
CSD Apps
DCSA AD OPS SPT
22 Sig Regt
RSS
30 Sig Regt
. .. 21 Sig Regt (AS)
2 Sig Regt
MA Afghanistan
10 Sig Regt
3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
COS Digta CRF
UK Mil Rep Staff Brussels
2 Sig Regt
22 Sig Regt
22 Sig Regt
102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
ATR Lichfield
OGE HQ Land
22 Sig Regt
30 Sig Regt
DCSA(G)
DCMT
DCl(A)
DCSA(G) Strat & Tech Dev
HQARRC
COS HQ SOinC(A)
. . . J1 / J4 Div PJHQ(UK)

Name and Rank
2Lt R P Hammond .. .
A/Maj PJ Day MBE...
Capt CD Kidd
Capt DD Petty
Capt EF Brookes-Smith
Capt KJ Simmons . . .
Capt RS Dyer
Capt SM Smith
Capt SPJ White
Lt Col AD Burgin . . .
Lt Col AG Brand
Lt Col DI Whimpenny
Lt Col PA Smithvvv. ..
Maj DMT Shipley

Unit to which posted
. . . 22 Sig Regt
. .. HQ ARRC
215 Sig Sqn
600 Sig Tp
22 Sig Regt
HQ Sqn 21 Sig Regt(AS)
16 Air Asslt Bde HQ
37 Sig RegtM
36 Sig RegtM
COS HQ SOinC(A)
MOD A Block
. . . DCSA Service Ops
1 (NATO) Sig Bn
39 Sig RegtM

APRIL 2007
Name and Rank
Boxall - Maj MJ Boxall
Ewbank - Col JK Ewbank
Roberts - Lt Col APR Roberts
Spiers - Maj SJP Spiers

Date
02 Apr 07
16 Apr 07
05 Apr 07
10 Apr 07

MAY 2007
Name and Rank
Watters - Capt AP Watters
White - Capt SA White

Date
01 May 07
06 May 07

WOs AND SNCOs APRIL AND MAY 2007
No details of movements for WOs and SNCOs were provided to
The Wire this month. These will be published in August edition.

and efficient way. In particular he is responsible for matters
affecting the ethos and well-being of the TA Corps. If you have
an issue affecting the TA you think he should know about, email
him on registry@hq.soinc.armv.mod.uk.

Col Crackett was commissioned into Cambridge University OTC
and subsequently transferred to 37 0Jlfessex and Welsh) Sig Regt
M- Following comd of 57 (City and County of Bristol) Sig Sqn
and a year at HQ 2 (NC) Sig Bde, he commanded 55
(Independent) Sig Sqn in Liverpool. He moved back to Bristol in
1998 to comd 39 (Skinners) Sig Regt M- He then served on- the
directing staff of the Joint Services Command and Staff College,
before being promoted to be Deputy Comd of 143 0Jlfest
Midlands) Bde in 2002 . Most recently he undertook a short tour
as TA Col 5 Div in 2006.

BLANDFORD GARRISON SUPPORT UNIT
BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION - FITNESS FIRST
BOURNEMOUTH BAY RUN 1 APRIL 2007
- by CSgt MK Vincent The Rifle Regiment
The OM 's Dept, Blandford Garrison Support Unit (BGSU) took up
the challenge to enter a team for the Bournemouth Bay Run 1n
support of the British Heart Foundation (BHF). With that in mind,
the task began to canvas for runners to enter the various running
events.

In civilian life, Col Crackett is a Chartered Engineer and
Managing Director of the 3,700-strong UK company, E.ON Energy
Services, which delivers energy metering, utility connections and
heating systems throughout the UK. He is a fellow of the
Institutions of Electrical and Mechanical Engineers and a
liveryman of the Worshipful Company of Engineers. His other
interests include running an environmental charity, and he is
married with 2 teenage daughters, one pony, and 2 chickens.

The response was very encouraging and individuals concerned
started trg after the Christmas and New Year break; it was a
perfect excuse to run off the extra pounds put on by any
overindulging during the holiday!
The event itself attracts seasoned runners and novices from all
over the Country and follows a beautiful route from Bournemouth
Pier, along the seafront and into the surrounding area.

And what does the Col TA do? In simple terms his role is to
ensure that the TA part of the Corps delivers the best possible
comd sp and comms to Army. He is the principal TA advisor to
the SOinC(A) and helps HQ staff ensure that Royal Signals TA is
being planned, recru ited, administered, equipped, trained,
organised , mobilised , deployed and used in the most effective

he BHF is the Nation 's Heart charity and through its fund raising,
manages to save thousands of lives through pioneering research
and by rais •ng awareness; as heart disease can touch us all.

The Half Marathon started from the pier approach, along the
seafront and up to the Chines, before heading back to the
promenade and along to Southbourne. Each runner was
provided with a time chip attached to their number prior to the
start. Also running alongside the Half Marathon was a1 Ok and 5k
race, for those keen to participate but looking for a shorter
distance. All participants were asked to raise money through
sponsorship for this worthwhile cause.
The big day arrived at 0800hrs and the 11 runners participating
set off from the QM's Dept with some excitement and trepidation
at the thought of all that running, especially on a Sunday, no curry
or beer for us the night before!
We arrived in plenty of time to get our bearings and for the two
1Ok runners. W02 Mickey Yendell and W02 Shaun Fardy to get
themselves geared up for the 0930hrs start. With them safely off,
the Half Marathon Runners prepared themselves for the task
ahead and set off at 1OOOhrs for the gruelling 13 miles ahead.
With the first 3 miles completed by the Half Marathon runners
and passing the start point for the second time, it was with much
surprise and resentment to see that both ROMS had fin ished their
183
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1Okm race and were supporting the runners with words of
encouragement, before they vanished out of sight and all the
runners could see was the long stretch of Bournemouth seafront
before them, which seemed to go on for ever.

THE WHITE HELMETS

An hour or so passed and as the fir>sh c ame in sight, the cheers
and applause from the crowd lifted our spirits. By this time the 5k
run had begun and we passed other Team Members who had
only just set off.

Team Captain
Team SNCO

With one last spurt of energy the finish line was crossed and the
task was completed . The team achieved some surprisingly
respectable results. We all met up exhausted and full of our own
achievement and in need off a well earned rest and so with bones
aching we set off for the tpt and headed back to Blandford.

26 February found the whole team hard at work preparing for the
long 6 week t rg camp at RAF St Mawgan near Newquay in
Cornwall. After a hard day's work we were finished ; the truck and
coach were fully loaded. The following Monday, we all travelled
down and unloaded the truck. In true White Helmets fashion, after
finishing work we decided to check out the camp's excellent
faci lities - yes the bar!

I would like to thank all who participated and those who
sponsored each individual for the event: the QM , Lt Col Wally
Drain for enabling the individuals to train and for supporting the
cause, Lt Col Rab Young and all at BGSU for their help and
support and to the GCWO and the Sgts' Mess for the fantastic
rations and finally the team at the BHF office, who helped with
advice and goodies for the team.
In all a good day was had by all concerned and the total raised
for the British Heart Foundation was in the region of £500. Well!
done everyone!

RSMDT TRAINING CAMP 2007 - by Sig Greenhalgh

W02(RQMS) Shaun Fardy, Mrs Cheryl Harris, Miss Sarah
Armstrong, Sgt Mark Fitzpatrick with W02(RQMS) Mick Yendell,
CSgt Mike Vincent, Sgt Gaz Harris and Sgt Nell Crawshaw at the
rear. Missing from the photo but completed the 5k race are:
Mrs Jean Peck, Mrs Sue Lewis and Mrs Dawn Pearson

TM TROOP COASTAL WALK
TM TROOP COASTAL WALK - WEDNESDAY 28 MARCH 07by Cpl Raju Thapa
Technical Maintenance (TM) Tp Blandford Camp enjoyed another
successful day out on the coastal walk. The walk took place
along the South West Coast Path starting from Studland village
and ending at Swanage with the aims of improving map reading
skills and strengthening social bonding amongst Tp pers. In
contrast to other events, this day out was an outdoor ex and
more recreational and enjoyable with lots of good views along the
seashore.
Over 15 members from TM Tp took part in the ex and everyone
was excited that this was going to be an outdoor event.
Unfortunately the actual day turned out to be very foggy. The
adverse weather conditions led many of the participants to
express doubts about the viability of the walk and morale was
low.
As an organiser, l too was d isappointed by this unfavourable
weather but before the walk started, we could see sunrays

Capt S Vaughan
Sgt AS Butterfield

penetrating the dense fog and moments later, the sky became
clear. With renewed enthusiasm we approached the start.
After a short safety brief, a group of about 15 started the walk
along the coast in the sunshine around 0930hrs.
It was a very easygoing fun walk. People were taking
photographs, chatting together and enjoying the sea views. The
distance of the walk was just over 5 miles and the time allocated
was over 3 hours, so the walkers could reach the finish point at
Swanage even at a tortoise pace. There were 3 checkpoints set
along the route to make sure participants did not get lost.

The first week was very interesting with the new team members
strugg ling to master the new tricks that they had been
designated. Ther ' was a lot of determination showed by all the
second year riders as they set about mastering reverse riding.
They all knew that there was close competition for the tricks t his
year.

By 28 March all the trg was finished and it was our first display of
the season to show our gratitude to the station for hosting us so
well. The camp pers and their families, 3 coaches full of kids from
local schools and members of the RSA Cornish Branch took their
places on the airfield.
A camera crew from ITV West Country was also poised at the
edge of the arena with their cameras at the ready. Finally we got
the thumbs up, the bikes roared thankfully and the show went off
without a single hitch.

During the next few weeks ride t rg began for the more
experienced riders in the team. It also saw the opportunity for
riders to attend Cpl Mal Cooper's 'wheelie' school. Most of the
team tried but as usual only the best is good enough.

As a thank-you for organising our visit, Flt Lt Hopkins had the
honour of taking part. In return Sgt Andy Butterfield and Cpl
Paul Forster were able to get some winch practice in with one of
the rescue helicopters based at the camp.

There were a few damaged bikes; the main culprits being Capt
Steve Vaughan and Sig Gash Greenhalgh, both of whom got a
little excited and flipped their bikes. Also the time came for the
dreaded car jump. Cpl Paul Forster took the 4 volunteers to one
side and took them through the basics of car jumping.

Later that evening we were all poised in front of the television to
see LCpl Al Huish discussing Health and Safety on his TV debut.
The trg camp was a great success with few accidents and we
hope to return to St Mawgan for our trg camp in 2008.

Fortunately there were no accidents and none of them crashed.
As we entered the second half of the trg camp, the time came for

For more information about the White Helmets and their 80th
Anniversary Display Programme visit
http://www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/whelmets/index.htm

Everyone was given a map with the description of checkpoints.
Those taking part were taking the opportunity to enhance their
map reading skills as well as having fun and a gossip along the
way.
The bright sunny day, the warm weather and the soft breeze
heralded a good summer and combined with the wonderful
scenery, all the participants took great pleasure from the event.

invigorated by the fresh air and good views, everyone
was feeling a bit tired. A pub lunch was organised at the
end of the walk at Mowlem Restaurant in Swanage.
Everyone enjoyed a few drinks in the restaurant and sat
for lunch and seemed to enjoy the scrumptious food . The
courteous and helpful behaviour of the restaurant staff
and the high standard of service we received made our
time in the restaurant very comfortable. After the lunch
we headed back to camp with sweet memories of the
sea views.
All in all, everyone enjoyed the coastal walk enormously
and the day was a memorable one. The event was very
successful and there were no hiccoughs.
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The show was slowly coming together, flowing smoothly despite
the absence of LCpl White with Sig West taking his spot in the
jump ride. He was eager to impress but became a bit over
zealous and he flipped his jump, damaging the bike but with the
efficiency of the team mechanics, it was working again by the
end of the day. Sig Shea Dawson was also unfortunate
dropping the "wheelbarrow" with Cpl Claire Roberts taking the
brunt of the fall.

By the end of the week everybody had decided which tricks they
would attempt for the year, all that was needed now was lots of
fine tuning . The weekend came and the team descended upon
Newquay town centre to check out t he night life and celebrate
the whole team making it through the week unscathed.

BRITISH ARMY TRAINING UNIT SUFFIELD (BATUS)

~---------------------------. Towards the end of the walk, although they were

The group posing at the end of the coastal walk

the ladder tricks to be attempted . There were a few volunteers
and they all went to the other side of the airfield with a lot of open
space. Most of them fell off with minor bumps and bruises but
unfortu nately for LCpl 'Chalky' White, he had to take a trip to
Newquay hospital with a severely damaged shoulder.

This ex helped the walkers improve or refresh their map
reading and more importantly it forged social bonding
amongst TM Tp pers both civilian and mil. This was only
possible with the full sp given by all the relevant depts.
So a big thank you goes to all those dept heads.
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ARMY

S02 CIS
YofS
BSM
Ops SNCO

Maj Owen Finnie
W02(VofS) Dave Rogers
SSgt Gaz Tiplady
Sgt Ritchie Harris

- by Sgt Ritchie Harris
Post Christmas leave the pace of work here in BATUS is ramping
up in preparation for the start of the ex season.
With the dropping of temperature outside, the Winter Repair
Programme (WRP) has heated up inside, requiring a large amount
of input from the G6 staff.
Bowman plans have been re-written due to changes in
requirement, work lines started and sp provided to 1 Bn REME.
Many questions have been asked by the REME who are
conducting WRP and with the sp of the Bowman System Support
Team, BATUS G6 have been answering in a timely manner to
enable repairs to continue steadily.
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Ex WARPAINT is a 10 week deployment by 20 Sqn RE at BATUS
to repair and prepare the trg area for the summer ex season.
They have been given assistance running the Ops Room and are
utilising the BATUS commercial safety comms system.
BATUS G6 are the lead for the refurbishment work of an unused
building at EXCON due to the heavy CIS requirements for the
building. This is a significant project, enabling BATUS to support
Formation Level Trg (FLl) this season and in the fut ure.
During this period BATUS G6 were visited by S02 INFOSEC, M aj
Al Patterson from HQ LAND. He completed the Annual Crypto
Inspection which made YofS Rogers sweat. He took a keen
interest in how BATUS does its business with regards to
Bowman, including some of the problems we have overcome. He
was able to gain a thorough insight into what some people back
in the UK perceive as a 'sunshine posting'.
Ex Arctic Roller has also had a G6 spin to it. W02(VofS) Dave
Roger s volunteered as IC rear party. He hosted a website and
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provided all CIS for the exped which greatly improved the tech
capability for this annual 3 week deployment into the remote
Arctic Circle.
LOOK FORWARD - FIRST HALF OF THc:! 2007 SEASON
The upcoming season is at the forefront of our minds. Planning is
continuing at pace as the situation firms up from a constant state
of flux since the New Year.

live fire package. Though the time frame is shorter this will mean
more pressure for the Ops Room as the live fire period is our
busiest and 4 Bde will have 3 live fire packages rather than the
planned 2.
VIEW OF THE BOWMAN SYSTEM SUPPORT TEAM - by Sgt
Tony Rogers, 1 Cheshire
The Unified System Support Organisation (USSO) deployed its
elite members of the Bowman System Support Team (BSSl) to
BATUS in January 07, with the main aim of providing assistance
during the WRP.

With 1 Div being very aware of overstretch, 4 Bde have had to
curtail their commitment. Temporary staff arrive in early April and
the pressure 1s on to get everything planned and ready to sp the
The secondary aim has been to promote the BSST for the up and
first Ex Med Man 1 commencing on 1 May 07 . At the moment
this looks like it will be cut from the normal 28 day ex to a 13 day
coming ex season. The team pictured opposite came under the
------------..------,.----"T"~---z:::m control of and were tasked by W02(VofS) Rogers and
initially had a heavy workload implementing the YofS'
standards for Bowman platforms with the incentive that a
good Bowman WRP would provide more efficient and
effective comms to the exercising troops.
The team encountered many Bowman problems, which were
rectified using the close working relationship with the
Electronic Support Group (ESG), BATUS REME techs. In turn
the ESG provided the team with a vast amount of extra trg
experience and knowledge.
BATUS provides the British Army with an excellent trg facility
for Bowman comms. This is solely due to the large variety of
Bowman platforms and static platforms that are made
available.

L_...,,__ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _.:..-_,

The USSO supports BATUS through the Winter Repair Programme

The team wish to show their appreciation, by thanking the
YofS and his team for all their help and sp during our 3 month
deployment.
We now look forward to our handover to the next BSST on 31
March.

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col CSK Paterson
W01 (RSM) G McGachy

As the Easter break approaches, the Regt has once again earned
a rest following another busy period. The Bowman conversion
process is ongoing and most pers have now completed Westland
courses, which allow them to operate the kit. From mid- April
onwards, the BOWTAT teams will arrive and a much more "hands
on" phase will begin - hopefully all of the theory will suddenly
make sense. 211 Sig Sqn also have their preparations for Op
TELIC well underway, and will begin to shift their focus fully to
ops after Easter, starting with OPTAG trg for all those deploying.
Last and by no means least, the Regt has undergone a New Year
fitness drive under the careful eye of the CO, Lt Col Paterson
and the QMSI, W02 Fergusson. We can now be found either
tabbing or running our way up and down 'heartbreak hill' every
Friday afternoon - watch out for us come Lanyard Trophy time!
201 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj L Keily
W02(SSM) Sheard

EXERCISE PREMIER FLIGHT - by Sig Richardson
CAPT ANNA WILLIAMS ATTACHM ENT TO BATUS

From 5 - 9 March 2007, 201 Sig Sqn embarked on Ex PREMIER
FLIGHT at Sennelager Trg Area. From the word go, the ex looked
to be doomed with bad weather, as the Tps were pelted with rain
while they prepared their vehs on the main square. As midday
came round, the clouds dispersed and glorious sunshine blazed
down and morale rose. Once in the fd, the Tps undertook
various lessons including reconnaissance and choice of a
comms site, defence of a comms site, convoy drills and night
driving, map reading, camouflage and concealment, a mil and
general knowledge quiz and how to safely light a puffing Billy
without losing your eyebrows! The first day in the fd was relaxed
as the Tps set up their vehs and erected sleeping tents. The day
ended early with a brief from the seniors on the plan for the rest
of the week.

Capt Anna Williams is currently on attachment to Trail's End
Camp (TEC), BATUS in Canada for a year. TEC is the AT Centre
for soldiers training in Canada and for Capt Williams this is in
place of a year spent trg recruits at an ATR. She holds the Joint
Services Winter Mountain Leader Award, as well as summer
qualifications such as the Joint Services Rock Climbing Leader
Award.
TEC is situated in the foothills of the Canadian Rocky Mountains
east of the Great Divide and is at an altitude of 4,995 ft (higher
than Ben Nevis). Over 3000 soldiers are trained here every year
during their time on ex at BATUS. Summer packages include
rock climbing, alpine mountaineering, kayal<ing, white water
rafting, open canoeing, horse riding, and parachuting. The
winter packages include ski touring, alpine skiing, ice climbing
and dog sledding.

Day 2 began with reveille at 0630hrs and morning routine before
breakfast. After that, lessons began with veh camouflage and
concealment. The lesson was taken by the Tp Cpls with the
younger members of the Tp taking turns at camouflaging the
other vehs. We were constantly under the watchful eye of the
Cpls, who were giving hints and tips on how the cam nets could
be adjusted to help aid in the concealment of the veh. After
lunch, Lesson 2 began: Defence of a Comms site. This included
setting up a guard post; stand-to positions and choosing who
was to be on the Quick Reaction Force (ORF), in case we were to
come under attack.

During her ime at TEC, Capt Williams has instructed during
both the summer and winter programmes, and assisted the
Chief Instructor with all aspects of trg including its
management. She has written trg manuals and introduced new
systems of recording data and information, which are trgrelated.
She has also used her signals trg to install and run a new
broadband network at TEC, helping to improve CIS capability
and with it, new information management processes to aid
efficient working practices.
A year at TEC, while a little out of the ordinary, has helped to
develop a variety of skills, both in her management of trg and of
soldiers and her own personal qualifications. Also, by using her
trade skills to support real time business applications, she has
raised TEC, as a particularly isolated unit, on a par with the
majority of Army units.
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Capt Anna Williams who has spent a year at BATUS attached to
Trail's End Camp
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Day 3 began as before, but the first lessons of the day were how
to conduct 1st works and service on a 3.5kw generator, how to
correctly fill in a Crypto 371 Form and how to safely light a
puffing Billy. It ended up turning into a competition just to see
who could light one the quickest without being burnt. Just after
1800hrs, the CO and RSM paid a visit to Hawk Tp's Node Home.
For their viewing pleasure, we performed a stand-to, in order to
prove to them the agility of a Royal Signals soldier. Later that
night, we were attacked by an enemy force. Just after 2000hrs,
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while the Tps were in a lesson, a veh pulled up to the guard post
and tried to hand over a package to the guard force. All of a
sudden the driver of the veh hit the horn and rounds were heard
being fired from behind the node home. "Stand To!" was
screamed by everyone as they sprinted to their positions, ready
and eager for some action. After a fierce fire fight, the enemy
finally retreated. As the Tps returned to their lesson on folder
maintenance, a second wave of rounds were heard being fired
from another area. Once again soldiers ran to their positions only
to realise that the enemy had already fled from the area before
the ORF arrived.
Day 4 began with high morale and it stayed that way all day as
the Tps knew they only had one more day to push. The day's
lessons were all fun based and included reverse parking a truck
with a trailer, recceing and choosing a comms site and later on in
the evening a night drive was planned. Before the night drive
began, we were given a mil and general knowledge quiz, with
prizes to be won and sweets for the winning teams while the
losing teams had to do pan bash and extra stags. Everyone had a
great time and went to bed that night with smiles on their faces
(except those people on stagQ
Day 5 and the final day in the fd began early at 0530hrs as the
Tps had to pack away their veh camouflage and tents. Great relief
could be seen in everyone's eyes as they all climbed into their
vehs and drove back to camp for a well deserved shower and
drink in the bar before going to bed.
211 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj GJ Oliver
W02(SSM) D Churchward

EXERCISE BATTLEAXE - by LCp/ Rees
On a cold February morning, well before first light, the men and
women of 211 Sig Sqn gathered at Harewood Barracks. Many
were eagerly awaiting their first ever live firing tac trg ex, that
would prove to be both an exciting and demanding challenge.
After drawing wps, 211 were ready to deploy to Sennelager Trg
Area. Despite the inclement weather on arrival at the ranges,
each soldier fired an APWT to ensure the safety of everyone on
the ex. Most were able to achieve the minimum standard
required to allow them to continue to develop their skills for the
next 4 days. For those who "could have done better" - they drew
the short straw and found themselves employed as barrier
technicians for the remainder of the ex! With the APWT
complete, the Sqn was split into 2 pis, each comprising 3 sects.
At the end of Day 1, the 2 pis now moved in single fi'e a short
distance of about 2km in full kit (in excess of 601bs for many) to
the harbour area. This short distance was but a taster of what
was to come. Once in the harbour area and clearance patrols
had been conducted, it was time to settle into routine and get a
good night's sleep, ready for the next day.
Day 3 and after a quick wash and boil in the bag, the men and
women of 211 started the ex proper. The pis set off to the next
range approximately 8km away, once again in full kit and at a
brisk pace. It was now the time for the JNCOs to come to the
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fore and keep the troops goir.g as the rain started falling heavily.
The 2 pis were now separated onto 2 different ranges, the first
range for 1 Pl being a Sangar range. As this was complete with
battlefield simulation, this was the first time for many that they
had been on more than a very basic range. They now had more
responsibilities than just shooting the ta:-gets.

The Sangar Shoot

They had to contend with fire control orders and battlefield
simulations, while simultaneously ensuring they were carrying out
safe drills. Movement was nigh-on unrestricted within the
confines of the Sangar and a good level of shooting was
achieved; the Sqn pers proved themselves to be both aggressive
and accurate shots.
From here 1 Pl practised dry drills on sect attacks, progressing to
blank firing sect attacks against an enemy in a defensive position,
when the range staff were happy the mechanics of the attack had
been grasped.
Some biscuits brown were hastily consumed and it was now time
to swap over with the other pl for a spot of Close Quarter Battle
{CQB) in the form of a live firing individual lane in relatively close
country, highlighting the need for adopting good fire positions
and ensuring muzzle clearance and moving in and out of cover
safely and effectively. Concurrent activity consisted of first aid
lessons and to add to the excitement, rumours of a night river
crossing that evening were mentioned. Concerns over how well
people had prepared and waterproofed their kit were being
discussed at great length, despite the fact it had rained
continually since that morning; as it turned out, a permanent
feature of the ex!

Day 3 saw large areas of the trg area starting to resemble a
quagmire and the harbour area looked like a snapshot from the
Somme, however, the pis mounted the TCV's Troop Carrying
Vehicles (TCV) for the next day's challenges and headed out. The
first range was a defensive shoot that would prove to be very
demanding from the outset. Pers had to build their own defences
using sand bags and while under contact, Sect 21Cs
were run ragged with ammo re-supplies and Sect
Comds had to keep on top with fire control orders.
Clearance patrols were mounted frequently. The
patrols were in contact most of the time and the
comds needed to react quickly to ensure the safety
of their men while withdrawing under fire. Three
hours of this scenario followed and it was now time
to do some live firing sect attacks. Having already
rehearsed them the day before, both dry and blank,
the whole pl was feeling confident. In some very
testing circumstances, the sects were tested on the
knowledge they had absorbed the day before. A
lesson on reacting to a veh ambush followed and it
was soon time to practise these drills with blank
ammunition in preparation for the final 2 days.
Day 4 was the time to draw the whole week together
in an awesome display of fire power and endurance;
essentially a 32 hr live firing marathon involving both
pis. The defences were already built and we had a
fearsome amount of ammo and pyrotechnics at our
disposal. On arrival at the range we were briefed on
the situation, 1 Pl was to man the defensive positions
first, with 2 Pl in reserve. Veh patrols and clearance patrols came
under contact on many occasions and fire fights from the
defensive positions were not uncommon. 2 Pl were conducting
trip flare trg, more first aid trg and dry rehearsals of anti-veh
ambush and clearance patrols - all in preparation for their relief in
place of 1 Pl.
Thankfully the relief in place was conducted out of contact, but 2
Pl's time on the defensive line was just as fast and furious. As
dusk approached, 1 Pl were issued CWS, NVGs, flares and mini
flares while 2 Pl sent out patrols to set up trip flares in preparation
for the hours of darkness. The evening saw an impressive
display of 7.62 tracer, para illumination, mini flares, trip flares and
battle simulation explosions. A relief in place conducted during
the night was done, whilst in contact, proving a challenge for
comd and control at all levels. Keeping low and moving fast was
essential as the DS were not afraid to make you an ex casualty if
you were deemed to be acting in a reckless manner. This made
the JNCOs and Pl Sgt really earn their money.
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The male team did well throughout, finishing with a respectable
middle of the field placing.

standard at the Army's was exceptionally high but was a
~--- The
fantastic learning experience for all and a good chance to see
the standard of those who had been competing for several
years.
BOWTAG TRAINING - by Cpl Bartlett
After enduring what seemed like an endless supply of PowerPoint
slides while on their Bowman Advanced Sigs course, our elite
band of Westland trained soldiers finally got their grubby mitts on
actual Bowman eqpt.

Members of 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
representing the Royal Signals Female Team

After a very short Christmas break, the next country on the list
was Austria. The facilities in the area were excellent and people's
techniques came on really quickly. The range facilities and miles
and miles of tracks enabled people to really put into practice all
the skills learnt previously in Norway.
After the trg week in Austria, the team moved straight to France
and the Div Nordic Ski Championships, Ex PIPEDOWN.
Despite having very little experience as a team and our very first
race ever being at the competition, all skiers put in an excellent
performance.
Unfortunately the snow in the area was limited and so all races
were primarily based around one track, a real test of mental
stamina if you are on your fourth time round in one race.

The BOWTAT {North) arrived at the Regt on 12 February and
commenced trg for 7 members of 212 Sig Sqn , amongst others in
the Regt.
The first of the 2 weeks was spent getting back in to COMBAT,
time well spent, showing that the real kit is just as capable of
sending jokes to your mates as the computer simulated kit we
used during the Bowman Advanced Sig course.
A few exs later and we were fully up to speed with the
capabilities that Bowman has to offer.
The second week set us free on the Bowman kit that has been
returned from Germany fully integrated in to the 436s. After a
quick intro to where things were, we were released to test the
claims of the eqpt being 'Squaddie proof'.
We met no problems that couldn't be fixed with silicon sealant
and the new eqpt and trg was given the thumbs up by all
involved. We look forward to the return of the rest of our armour
allowing us to complete further trg in preparation for our first fd
ex with Bowman in June.

2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col JJ Cole
W01 (RSM) MP Townley

Maj AJ Gray
W02(SSM) McGuckien

REGIMENTAL NORDIC SKIING - by Lt Laura Champion

On the eve of the change of comd, Lt Col AJ Botterill
thanked 2 Sig Regt Group and all sub units and individuals
under comd.

This year was the first time in several seasons that the Regt had
entered both a female and male Nordic Ski Team. Trg began with
the Hartz Mountain Challenge Summer Camp.

He said he would like to reiterate his gratitude for the
continued sp from all ranks during a rewarding and
thoroughly enjoyable period in comd .

This was an excellent opportunity for us all (myself included) to
learn the basic skate technique and what would be required of us
in the Biathlon competitions. Trg was then put on hold for a

This would not have been possible without the sp of every
individual involved. He went on to wish all deployed pers in
all theatres a successful tour and a safe return.

SSM

The race really brought out the best in everyone and all were
glad they had taken part.

The official change of comd between Lt Col AJ Botterill and
Lt Col JJ Cole took place on 11 April 07 in Kandahar,
Afghanistan.

212 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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The highlight of the competition for many of the team was the
patrol race on the final day. This race, conducted up the
mountain, was a 20km patrol with each team member carrying
10kg and having to complete mil tasks along the way e.g.
stretcher carry, sledge pull, rope ascent.

The female team came joint second overall which meant a
qualifying place for the Army and British National
Championships, the first time a female Royal Signals team had
qualified in several years.

The tempo was gradually increased until range safety orders
halted firing at 2300hrs. Both pis moved into hasty harbors for
the night, providing one guard to rotate throughout the night, in
order to maximize rest for the firers.
At 0800hrs on Day Five, the final ex stage began and gathered
real pace, culminating in a pl attack executed with ruthless
precision by 2 Pl. The Sqn had a high tempo and thoroughly
enjoyable ex and as many of us are due to deploy to op theatres
in the near future, they can now do so with confidence they have
the tools to deal with the many of the situations that may arise.

Sig Wingate - Doing the Buddy Buddy thing

couple of months with the Regt's busy ex commitments, but
restarted in earnest at the beginning of December. The first
phase was 3 weeks spent in Norway and the chance for lessons
in both skate and classic technique. The squad was made up of
those with lots of experience, minimal experience (i.e. 2 weeks on
snow) and novice (ignorant bliss!) and was split down into 2
groups. The beginners trained with a local Norwegian instructor
and the remainder were coached by Army pers. Despite some
frustrating sessions, all team members learned the technique
extremely quickly, the mix of Army bravado and lack of any
option but to learn, served them well.
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Lt Col John Botterill hands over command of 2 Signal Regiment
Group to Lt Col Jon Cole
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JOINT NETCEN KANDAHAR - by Capt Simon Smith
All of the Joint NETCEN staff are now well into the swing of
things after nearly 6 weeks in Kandahar. Everyone has found
some fonn of routine revolving around briefings, meetings and
conferences. By hook or by crook, Flt Lt Jamie Thompson has
managed to programme 4 hours 0r gym work into his busy daily
routine but to be fair, he is always t• 1e first in work, ensuring
everyone is ready for the demanding day ahead.
We welcome with open anns W01 Jules Thorne, the new Regtl
Supvr IS. Mr Thorne was so keen to get into the swing of things,
he arrived to everyone's surprise 2 weeks ahead of schedule.
The smile on W02 'Dinger' Bell's face said many things, namely
I have loads of work coming your way. W01 Thorne is a
welcome asset to the Eng team and has settled quickly into the
pace of life in Kandahar, but his new found addiction to cabbage
with every meal is causing concern with his current room mates.

head on. Members of the MT (sorry - Mighty MT) were thrust
immediately onto the streets of Kabul, using a mixture of white
fleet vehs and Saxon Annd Troop Carriers. This extremely busy
and important dept were required to learn the routes within the
city in order to provide their core function, which is to provide tpt
for both pers and eqpt around the city. The astounding lack of
road knowledge and skills demonstrated by the locals provides
the team with constant amusement. You need 360 degrees
vision and the situation on all routes can only be described as
rush hour on the Arc de Triomphe on a very busy dayl Other
elements deployed from the Regt include the J1 cell , who
process all of the pay and docs for Northern Afghanistan and
ISAF, and our own LAD Forward who repair and maintain a
mixture of green and white fleet vehs throughout the Kabul AOR.
We are lucky too to have a wonderful bunch of 'Stackers' in the
QM's dept, who provision us all with all the eqpt and clothing we
require. With dependencies around the AOR, numbering
approximately 700, they are also kept extremely busy - I had to
say that bit as the QM is my pal!.

Due to the stress of being in Afghanistan we have
unintentionally created a monster in the form of 'Process
Boy Di Inot'. At first, the presentations and the
documents from W01 (YofS) 'Dilly' Dilnot were useful
and provided clear direction to all but sadly the endless
daily overviews and service management diagrams have
taken control of his life. Conversations with him now
revolve around 'the interactions with other ITIL
processes'. If anyone knows a cure for this illness, the
Joint NETCEN will be happy to pay top dollar for their
assistance.

FALCON TROOP
The lads getting to grips with Saxon "

Rt Lt Tom Roberts has taken power point presentations to the
next level. His enterprising use of sound and visual effects during
the Com's morning briefs is truly breathtaking. This is how true
legends are made. Flying satellites, spacecraft darting all over
the screen and the pyramid style tables of information have
ensured that everyone is keen to attend the brief, waiting for the
next exciting instalment. Currently tickets are on sale, through
the Joint NETCEN watch keeper, at a very reasonable rate.
Morale remains high and the mail packages are well received by
all. Thanks for the letters of support from all at home. We are
counting down the days: 47 days gone, 133 to go .....
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Sp elements from 2 Sig Regt Group, which includes an ICS Sig
Tp from 14 Sig Regt, deployed from the UK to Afghanistan on Op
HERRICK during the first 2 weeks of February.
It is the responsibility of KSU to provide Comms, Admin and Log
Sp to Kabul and Northern Afghanistan. Following and intense
handover period from 7 Sig Regt, we then went into the task

The smallest site within the Sqn's CAOR , FOB Price's perimeter is
barely 800m and caters for around 250 troops, including the
Danish CIMIC contingent. Despite its size, the camp boasts
excellent facilities with an impressive gym, post office and an EFI
supplying all the day-to-day necessities. The Det are working
hard to ensure a smooth transition from 3 Cdo Bde to 12 Mech
Bde, and is also planning for the move into Tier 2 accn, due at
the end of March. Future plans include the installation of Spectre
cabin 5 and the arrival of the WFRs in the coming weeks.

camp east of Sangin, where 4 Yanks boarded the flight. Our next
port of call was FOB Price, where we picked up a bunch of rather
happy Marines finishing their tour. A highlight of the touchdown in
FOB Price was the company of a Springer Spaniel, who thought
my lap was as good a place as any to sit for the duration of the
flight. On landing in Camp Bastion, we were met by a happy Lt
Mansel Thewlis and after the usual hospitality, we were given the
grand tour of the det by SSgt Paddy Lynn, who had only been in
location for a couple of days. The afternoon was taken up by
visiting Bastion Sp Gp to discuss our up and coming move, and
other ongoing projects. After the evening conference, it was time
to return to KAF; this time on a direct Hercules flight. All in all, an
excellent visit to Camp Bastion .

Finally, someone has to run Camp Souter which is a mixture of
British Military, Coalition Forces and Civilians and so therefore the
2 busiest individuals on camp are the OC, Maj Mark Tivey and
the SSM, W02 'Jasper' Scarrott, without whom the place would
literally fall apart, especially during 'Pensioners Time'!

Maj Mark Tivey
Maj Chris Drew
W02 'Jasper' Scarrott'

The Det from 219 Sig Sqn have been in Gereshk, Afghanistan for
almost 2 months and have settled comfortably in to their role
providing J Coy, RM and the Bde Reece Force (BRF) with strat
comms. Lt Jones arrived mid-March to take comd of the Det, in
place of SSgt Lynn who moved up to Camp Bastion.

who badly needs a haircut

The COS, Maj Steve Whytock has continued to turn the rabble
of Staff into a cohesive and well-oiled unit. His guidance and
education to the younger members of the team, namely Capt Si
Smith and Flt Lt Thompson, have been well received. Both
young men are fully briefed on coffee and doughnut requirements
and at what time of day he takes espresso (morning only) and
cappuccino (early evening).

OCKSU
QM
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FORWARD OPERATING BASE (FOB) PRICE
SIGNAL DETATCHMENT - EAGLE TROOP

Lt Catrln Jones gets to grips with the weapon of a BRF Marine

We were lucky enough to have the expertise of
'Changing Rooms' over the last few days to aid the
expansion of the National Support Element. Everyone
had their idea of what the new office layout should be,
with numerous suggestions: "we could try .... " or "maybe
if we turn this desk that way round ... " and "what about
moving you there and him here?" With many Chiefs and
very few Indians, the work went on into the early hours.
The best efforts of W02 Concepcion and Capt George
Hume were received well and the new pink and yellow
colour scheme has gone down a treat.

KABUL SUPPORT UNIT (KSU) - CAMP SOUTER

who needed the lesson the most after his little mistaken identity
crisis with none other than the Bde Comd. The weather is wann
and comms are stable, long may it continue!

219 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj AJ Mould
W02(SSM) J Kielty

Now the dust had settled from the initial deployment, it was time
to go from 'all work and no play' to a Sports Afternoon. The
mighty 219 challenged Joint NETCEN to a game of volleyball. The
challenge didn't start well when Capt Si Smith (while showing off)
smashed the volleyball into barbed wire and burst it before the
match! Not even black nasty could stop it from going flat!
A new ball was found and kept well away from Si Smith. Despite
our challenge to NETCEN, we were unable to play them.
Apparently they were too scared; after all we did have LCpl
'Halo' Hutchison on our team. Instead we were left to play the
Ham Shanks (Yanks). The game went well. Although the 219 team
hadn't played together before, they were a mean match. Halo
Hutch actually won most of the points with his mean serving.
Maj Mould was the team captain, keeping morale high by
knocking the ball out of the court on most occasions. The match
was close but resulted in a victory for 219: final score: 22 - 25.
VISITING THE DETS - by W02(SSM) Jon Kielty
The OC and I started the day in KAF with a morning helicopter
ride from 'Heathrow' (the Heli Pad). On route to Camp Bastion we
travelled up through the mountains, landing at a small American

Forward elements of Falcon Tp arrived in Bastion in the beginning
of February, to be welcomed by the largest program of upgrades
the site has seen since its creation, in order to achieve greater
network stability. Emerging from our baptism of fire, we have
now dug in, acclimatised to both the weather, altitude and the
comms eqpt and can now start making progress. With the
imminent arrival of a second BG, as well as the roll out of NATO
secure systems, the Tp is certair:ily busy but despite this, morale
remains high and we are driving forward . Bastion is the largest
site within the Sqn's AOR, being some 4.5 sq kms in size. There
are plenty of welfare facilities during our quieter moments,
including a number of gyms and a well stocked EFI. We are
currently in the middle of the Relief in Place (RiP) which has seen
the numbers on camp nearly double in size until 42 Cdo leave
and 1 R Anglian are thoroughly embedded. Although the camp
primarily holds UK pers, we also have American, Danish, Dutch
and Estonian pers supporting ops in Helmand; it all makes for a
cosmopolitan mix. The pace of life and our role in Bastion is brisk
and will remain so throughout what looks to be a challenging and
rewarding tour.
PHOENIX TROOP
Phoenix Tp is presently deployed on Op HERRICK providing
strategic comms to the UK Task Force HQ. It's been a busy time
since arriving in Lashkar Gah in February, and we are currently
completing the RiP of 12 Mech Bde who replace 3 Cdo Bde. It
will be a shame to see the Marines go; some of the Tp will miss
"getting massive" with the friends we have made. To help pass
the time Sgt 'Geordie' Reid has taken up gardening and is
hosting the Lashkar Gah sunflower growing competition. In
addition members of the Tp have also taken part in "Show and
tell" evenings, Sig 'Tourettes' Roshanaie and his lesson of
"Military Badges of Rank" being the highlight. He was the one

One of the highlights of the tour so far was an afternoon of wpn
familiarisation with the BRF on the FOB Price ranges. The lads
were given the chance to fire the UGL, Minimi, L96 sniper rifle
and the Wmik mounted 50cal. Sitting in the comd's seat
underneath the 50cal was an eye opening experience! All
involved had a great afternoon with much learned from the BRF,
and a welcome break from the world of comms.
ROMAN TROOP OUTING TO LYMPSTONE - by LCpl Tom
Whitehead
We met at the cookhouse for a last meal at 0345hrs. Those
amongst us who had done the endurance course before
proceeded to tell our greatly exaggerated horror stories of our
experiences to a somewhat less than enthusiastic Roman Tp
audience. The journey to Lympstone was a solemn one, with a
few nervous jokes being thrown back and forth between the
troops who otherwise went to sleep and dreamed of wann beds,
beer and bowling like their more traditional Tp days out. We
arrived and quickly realised hat no amount of moaning to Lt
Copeland could save us now.
We were met by our friendly RM PTI for the day and sniggers
were held back with difficulty as we were briefed on the calibre of
man needed to be a 'Royal'. Lining up at the start we were issued
with picks and shovels in place of our regular wpns and were off.
At the first tunnel, the adrenalin set in and we were all eager to
please, but the PTI was quick to point out that we had forgot ten
our picks and shovels and it was back to the start. Our knees
were finnly put to the test with a series of crawls through dark
and cramped tunnels and the icy cold water of the 'dunker'
cruelly drained us of what little air we had left in our lungs, much
to the amusement of the PTI. After a slight detour for a refreshing
dip in the streams, we reached the end pleased by our efforts
and ready for a beer or ten, when the PTI (who thought he was
doing us a favour) arranged for us all to have a go on the asslt
course.
Our confidence was put to the test on the high ropes, before we
were flung onto the asslt course and timed on our best efforts. It
was smiles all round at the end as we realised that we had mostly
done it in the required time for the RM, but the PTI brought us
back down to earth when he informed us that RM recruits do the
same course with a rifle and 15kg of webbing. Finally we were
given a go on the 'regain'. Things quickly began to look bleak as
each one of us fell face first into the freezing water, until Sig
Stanley managed to haul himself back onto the rope, after pulling
a face that would have made his mother cringe! Having survived
the day, we brushed ourselves down and headed into town for 2
beers. After which we realised we couldn't hack it any more and
went to bed. Roman Tp would like to thank all the staff who
supervised us and would recommend it to anyone thinking of
becoming 'Royal' for the day!
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more fd ability than all others and emerged as best fd soldier. Pte
Binns took away the prize for best endeavour as it was felt he
had put in more effort than any others - word has it he needed to!
All those who completed this course were rightly described by
the Regt 21C as 'Winners '.
NEWS FROM OP OCULUS - by Lt Nick Purdy

co

Lt Col AG Hill

RSM

W01 Wakeling

EXERCISE ICY DRAGON 07 - ALPINE SKIING EXPEDITION
TO VAL THORENS - by Lt Emily Williams

REGIM ENTAL JNCO DEVELOPMENT COURSE - by Lt James
Perring
The aim of the JNCO Development Course was to identify and
develop the young soldiers of the Regt who have the potential to
become JNCOs. It also allowed some of t he younger
soldiers to gain experiences and learn about non-trade
related topics. It started with 14 sigs and ended with 12,
one of whom, Sig Beverley, broke his hand in a dawn
asslt on an enemy position in the fi nal week.
The course was designed to teach and develop
leadership and allow the sigs to put all the theory into
practice. It covered topics including stretcher races, the
Estimate, comd tasks, presentations, discussion groups
and also the essential and vital subject of drill.
Congratulations go to Cfn Berkley who managed to pull
off an outstanding drill test and won the golden boot
award.
The culmination was the final week where t he course
deployed to Perham Down trg area and prepared to do
battle with the cunningly named Salisbury Plain
Liberation Army. After a hectic patrol program ranging
from VCPs to veh borne patrols the enemy were located
and t he course began the laborious task of clearing
them. Sig Hardcastle demonstrated a text book
approach onto an enemy position only to become
directionally challenged and then he showed the enemy
just how fast he can run in the wrong direction, much to
his sect's consternation.

'------~-~---"----=--~-------...___....._~-----' As the final asslt neared, Sigs Whitmore and Farley

LCpl 'Taz' Tideswell following his role model - Eddie the Eagle (in all respects! prepared the sects. Unfortunately the plan went a bit
awry as the asslt teams managed to enter the objective
3 ft from the first position, without being detected. Then a
Without doubt, 18 hrs on a coach is a dubious way to start a
textbook quick asslt took t he sects through . Apart from Sig
Regtl AT ex but 'needs must' and 50 seats for 33 people is not so
Hutton being 'killed' in fire sp by 1 Sect, it was all over in time for
bad (as long as the drivers can stay awake). It would be
breakfast and the urban confidence course in Copehill Down
reasonable to think that such a journey would give rise to a
subdued and listless bunch of soldiers; reasonable but
wrong. Accn settled into and skis and boots sized up, it
was straight out to sample the social aspects of Val
Thorens. The first taste of skiing followed the next
morning where, having allocated the complete beginners
into their groups, all those with some experience
undertook a 'ski-off' style assessment. The intermediate
group then hurtled away to find the 'more testosterone
than technique' slopes with Capt Nige Hum phries and
the advanced group went off for some serious learning
wit h Corps Instructor Sgt Matty Thomas.

The end is in sight for 202 (Armd) Sig Sqn who have now been in
Banja Luka Metal Factory for 5 months. However, the closer the
end of tour date gets, the more the workload increases! Now that
600 troops have been withdrawn from the Balkans, it's up to the
few remaining pers to ensure the 'Teardown Tour' goes as
smoothly as possible. Clearing LOT houses and bringing in
computer terminals have kept the MISU lads and ladies on their
toes.
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With accn correct, everybody stood in line to pander to every
whim that the Div Staff might have - and then it's on to scoff.
Orchestrated by the Catherine Tait duo, Master Chef, SSgt
Sadie Hopkins and her Galloping Gourmet Chef, Cpl Flint, a fine
cuisine of Full English, 5 choice Lunch and Dinner to include the
usual "Fast-Ball" and VIP Banquet with obligatory nightly Bar
Snacks were produced daily. In true Gordon Ramsey form , there
were certainly a few 'F' Words in the kitchen along the way.
LAD

Just to ensure there wasn 't 'too much work' and 'no play', the
very generous PTI staff organized a 10 mile road run , aka the
'Banja Luka Tough Ten '. All MISU pers finished the run in a
respectable time and went away happy, clutching another
free T-shirt to add to their collection.

OC LAD
ASM

Capt KF Badham-Thornhill REME
W01 C Bracken

On the morning of Friday 16 March (Red Nose Day),
Batman and Robin (W02(SSM) Bishop and Flt Lt Lottie
Attersley) were out in force around the factory to 'flan '
some unexpected victims with whipped cream for a mere
€5. During a fun 'Chariot Race Day', MISU'S team
'Certacitrus' which was made up of W02(FofS) Steve
Colbeck, Cpl Dave Rice, Cpl 'Elf' Watson, LCpl Dave
McNally and Sig 'Hutch' Hutchins, along with 5 other
teams from various cap badges, had to build a Chariot
and run around the factory dressed in togas whilst
completing challenges such as eating dry Weetabix, chillis
and popping balloons along the way. MISU completed the
race in 6 mins 49 secs which secured 1st place for the
fastest lap and overall winners. Altogether BLMF managed
to raise well over a £1000 for Comic Relief.
HQ SQUADRON - EXERCISE EXERCISE EXERCISE
HQ Sqn have been extremely busy this year providing
Real Life Sp (RLS) to 12 and 1 Mech Bdes pre-deployment
Mission Rehearsal Exs for Ex KUSH DRAGON
(Afghanistan) and Ex DESERT DRAGON 3 (Iraq)
respectively.

The LAD in Lycra: Cpl Andy Paul, LCpl Ty Tyson, Capt Katy Badham-Thomhil/,
Ctn Kes Caswell, LCpl Ade Benow.
REME SKI CHAMPIONSHIPS
Five LAD soldiers took part in the REME Winter Sports
Championships, Ex SNOW SPANNER between 5 and 16 March
2007. The aim was to give all those involved an opportunity to
compete in 2 out of 3 disciplines of winter sports: Alpine, Nordic,
and Snowboarding. The team comprised: Capt Katy BadhamThornhill, Cpl Andy Paul, LCpls Ty Tyson and Ade Berrow and
Cfn Kes Caswell. We competed in the Alpine Minor Unit Cup
involving Giant Slalom, Super Giant Slalom , Slalom and Downhill
racing , as well as enjoying the opportunity to be guest
competitors in the 2nd half of the Nordic Championships; racing
for the 7 .5km Classic Pursuit and 15km Classic race.

The aim of the exped was to follow the Basic or
Advanced Ski Proficiency Award syllabus, gaining the
qualification at the end of the week. All participants were
assessed and all beginners achieved the Basic and all
intermediates and above the Advanced. The final day
was set aside for free skiing. Following an evening in
what can only be described as the set of Coyote Ugly,
this was a triumph of raw courage over technical ability.
The week passed miraculously without much incident
save a broken collarbone for Sig Lloyd; courtesy of an
awkward fall and a scratched eye for LCpl 'Taz'
Tideswell (who got the coach home this time) courtesy of a
breadstick projectile, and we returned to Bulford an
exhausted but high-spirited group. The ex aims were
achieved and all participants had an enjoyable and much
deserved week away and gained a qualification of some sort,
other than drinking!

laminating anything that was immobile and whose catch phase is
"Can't means won't - and won't means jail by the SSM". This
made for a particularly keen and well motivated team of slaves
consisting of LCpl 'Groomsie' Grooms, (a national celebrity in
his own right), LCpl Kevin Peck, Sig 'Pork' Pye and LCpl
'Sticky' Bunn.

The 2 week race camp proved to be a success for the LAD team
with the overall results being: Cpl Andy Paul - 9th, Capt
Badham-Thornhill -15th, LCpl Ade Berrow - 20th , LCpl Ty
Tyson - 32nd and Cf n Kes Caswell - 58th . We won the Slalom
and were Minor Unit runners up in the Giant Slalom, Super G,
Downhill, and overall Alpine Combination Cup.
Not much sand about chaps, so use your imagination!

Sgt 'Frodo' Roberts addresses the sections from the top of an ancient
stone on Salisbury Plain
village. As the dust settled and the smoke subsided Sig
Whitmore emerged as top student and congratulations go to
him, as the competition was very stiff indeed. Sig Farley showed
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There was a sharp start to the year for the team from HQ Sqn led
by the SSM , W02 'To rry' Torrington , deploying to West Down
Camp on Salisbury Plain . The Sqn 's roll is to provide RLS to the
Div HQ and its Staff Officers and augmentees, while they put the
Bdes through their paces prior to deployment.
A new arrival to the team is CSgt 'Whitty' Whitfield , HQ Sqn's
SQMS who has just arrived from 1 LANCS, who set about
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Capt Badham-Thornhill won first prize in the Female Alpine
Combination largely by default, having been firmly beaten by
LCpl Franny throughout, less the Giant Slalom - as a member of
the Scottish Development Ski Team - that was not surprising!

The team hope to return in 2008 to compete in as many
disciplines as possible and win more trophies.
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starting our mil skills trg and range packages, leading up to the
Regtl live firing and FTX battle camp week and the 1O Sig Regt
Reformation Parade.

SIGNAL REGIMENT

241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

co
RSM

Lt Col RJ Q!..inlan
W01 (RSM) !VIA Gilbert

REGIMENTAL HQ - by Capt KJ Grice
It is not every day that the RSM of a Regt is commissioned. 10
Sig Regt was fortunate enough to witness this auspicious
occasion recently when elements of both the WOs' & Sgts' Mess
and the Officers Mess ensured that W01 (RSM) Mark Gilbert
became Capt MA Gilbert R SIGNALS in style. The evening of 4
April saw the gathering of all available Officers from across the
Regt for a dinner night in mess dress. When the RSM arrived at
2359hrs at the Pockeridge House Officers Mess, he was
welcomed inside but unanimously deemed incorrectly dressed.
The CO was on hand to present the newly commissioned Capt
Gilbert with a new mess dress jacket. The rest of the evening's
events are classified, but available from the Adjt with proper
justification and a small fee.
Capt Gilbert takes up his new appointment as MTO of 21 Sig
Regt on 10 April. The man selected to replace him as RSM of 10
Sig Regt is W01(RSM) D Rayson , who fills his new office on 14
May.
The rest of RHQ continues to forge ahead with the challenges
that rebalancing a relatively new regt brings with it. The Ops
Office is rarely left empty overnight, and the Regtl 21C's
enthusiasm surrounding the Regtl Reformation day, set to take
place on 4 July at Corsham, grows with each passing day.

open and traffic started pouring over the net. We all knew it was
almost time for the show to begin. Soon all the people involved
started making their way out onto The Mall where they were
confronted by dancing mobs dressed in colourful outfits playing
drums!
With all street liners in place along The Mall and Gun Positions
ready, HM The Queen rolled out of Buckingham Palace and up
The Mall towards Horse Guard's parade, while all the time 238
street liners reported the procession's progress.
Finally The Queen arrived at Horse Guard's to meet the Ghanaian
President. At this exact time the Guns at both Green Park and the
Tower of London fired the 41 gun Royal Salute under the watchful
eye of the 238 elite. Not long after The Queen and the Ghanaian
President met, it was time to make their way back up to
Buckingham Palace. 238 Sig Sqn tactically withdrew to Chelsea
Barracks for Tea and Medals after another successful op.
EXERCISE LONDON SWORD VI - by Cpl DeBique

Ex LONDON SWORD is an annual trg ex that seeks to enhance
soldiers individually and professionally, through basic mil skills,
MATTs and social activities.
The ex consisted of a one week trg package, which took place at
Longmoor Trg Camp and was designed with the aim of
completing MATT trg for the members of the Sqn and to go onto

238 (LONDON) SIGNAL SQUADRON

SSM

Maj (TOT) Tony Jenkins
SSgt Andy Fisher

SSM

Maj Jim Sykes
W02(SSM) Jim McEwan

Another busy period has passed, the State Visit of Ghana and the
Diplomatic Reception went well, the Regtl Sigs and LCpls cadre
was truly emotional (well done LCpl Jase Carr for coming top
student) and a number of AT events have deployed and returned.

oc

Lt Alex Manley
Sgt Scott Tomblin

SSgt

AAPTI COURSE - by Sig Phil Bartlett
I had just arrived back from the Mercury Challenge Exped in
November, when I was informed that I had been selected for my
PTl's course on 23 January 07. The Sqn is constantly low on
PTls in station due to the number of pers deploying to different
theatres all over the world.

Fast forward to Tuesday and the morning of the state visit, the
block still lingering with the smell of burnt boots, as the awesome
238 got dressed into their relevant battle dresses and prepared
for the final inspection before deploying into the theatre of ops.
Under the watchful eye of SSgt 'Baggy' Bagstaff, the street
liners took position in the NAAFI at Wellington Barracks to watch
some hardcore Jeremy Kyle.
Then it was marching down The Mall time, to get into the
positions set out by HQ LONDIST. Our shiniest new boy, Sig
Robinson, who only arrived the week before, took his place in
the Ops Room at Horse Guards along with W02(YofS) Thomas
and Cpl Randy (that's his real name) Hussey. Finally the net was
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some further interest trg. The MATTs package was completed
successfully by all participants, ensuring everyone had a thorough
practical understanding of the subjects.

There was also a good chance to have a couple of socials, which
gave us a chance to bond and get to know some of the newer
Sqn members.
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Capt Buff Harris
SSgt Giz Carr

SSgt

Ex DESERT DRAGON was split between Westdown Camp,
Rollstone Camp and Ludgershall Camp on Salisbury Plain. The
Sqn was tasked with installing the fibre optic network for the
JOCS eqpt at all 3 sites, with the main HQ being at Westdown.
The ex was a mission rehearsal for 1 Mech Bde prior to their
deployment to Op TELIC.
During the build week of 5 - 1O March, Cpls Mickey and Mouse
Lane were in charge of the installation team, Cpl Mickey Lane
having recently re-traded from the pioneers being thrown straight
in at the deep end, and overseeing the whole task. Cpl Mouse
Lane seemed to be in charge of trying to break as many people
on the ex as possible with his endless supply of sarcasm and wit
- well, he thought he was funny! When the build was completed
by Thursday 8 March, a skeleton crew of 2 was to stay on
Westdown camp as a Faults Repair Team, in case of any
emergencies.

Sig Bartlett on his AAPTI Course Pass Off Parade - he is the one in the green 243 SIGNAL SQUADRON
T shirt, blue shorts and standing to attention
Maj Carl Shead MBE
W02(SSM) Tam Ewart
SSM
KILO TROOP

oc

Capt Alex Reid
SSgt Matt Stowell

SSgt

We have a fairly relaxed April to enjoy with Easter leave and a
couple of in house motorcycle courses before we start picking up
the pace again in May in preparation for Her Majesty The Queen's
Birthday Parade, the annual Beating the Retreats and the 25th
Anniversary of the Falklands War Parade. Concurrently we are

oc

In true Inst Tech spirit, much enjoyment was had by all
during the course of the ex and the teardown lasted 2 hrs.
All the kit was taken back to Corsham in preparation for
the next DRAGON ex in April.

oc

LOOK FORWARD

HOTEL TROOP

The rest of the second week and weekend went without
major problems. Everything seemed to go well until
Tuesday night when a tank crossing fell onto the backbone
fibre link for the Irish Guards at Ludgershall, cutting
through it. That meant a late night in the snow using veh
headlights trying to fix it! Fault fixed, we had a phone call
the next morning to say that a Challenger 2 battle tank had
snapped the pole crossing at Westdown by driving past
with the turret spinning. Despite a BG of Warriors driving
over the fibre, we were amazed to find that the fibre still
worked.

Cpl Gollop gives first aid

Once we had completed the MATTs, we moved onto practising
some more specialised mil skills, like occupying a comms site
and a building of opportunity - a skill that is particularly useful in
the current op climate on Ops TELIC and HERRICK.

With soldiers currently deployed in Bosnia, Afghanistan and the
Falkland Islands, numbers in station are constantly fluctuating.
However the 5 Tp members returning from Brunei, where they
were working on a complete overhaul of the infrastructure, means
a few are in station.

EXERCISE DESERT DRAGON 5 - 22 MARCH 2007
After doing a few press ups and sit ups over Christmas, it was
time to get down to Aldershot for the dreaded test week. This
comprises a PFT set at PTI standards, which is 50 press ups and
60 sit ups in 2 mins, each with a PTI watching everyone, followed
by a 1Y2 miles under 9% mins on the track, the mil swim test and
a CFT on Friday. After passing the entire test first time round, I
felt a huge weight off my shoulders as from now on it would be
mostly class work and lessons.

STATE VISIT OF GHANA - by Sig Had/ow and Sig Anthony

EMR a:;ide, everyone was completely happy with their roles and
what they would be doing on the day.

The Tp members remaining at the Corsham site have been busily
preparing for future deployments, ensuring all MATTs, ranges and
OPTAG are completed. Whilst successfully working on the
infrastructure on Ex DESERT DRAGON, the FTX in support of 1
Mech Bde's deployment on Op TELIC 10.

LIMA TROOP

We have had a few new faces arrive in the Sqn. Welcome to Cpl
Flynn, LCpl Proud and Sig Robinson. Finally, a half hearted
farewell to Cpl Shey, hope you enjoy civilian street.

It started with an early morning rehearsal (EMR) the previous
Friday at 0200hrs. The mighty 238 (L) Sig Sqn rocked up in
ceremonial kit ready for battle! Even LCpl 'Airborne' Carr turned
up, and he wasn't even on this EMA! Just shows how
enthusiastic we can be when ceremonials are happening.

This coupled with the ongoing maint tasks in sp of Ops Sp Tp
(243), PT and sport means the troops at Wilton are kept busy.
CORSHAM SITE

As always, the Sqn is extremely busy with no let-up in sight. Our
biggest ever Surge Team deployment to Op HERRICK is
underway and the changeover of IR pers on Op TELIC is also
looming. However, there is some light relief in the form of other
tasks in Nepal, Jamaica, Belize and possibly Kenya.

The lessons taught throughout the course ranged greatly from
learning about the skeletal system and how the heart works to
learning personal safety and public order - self defence and riot
control! There were also classroom exams consisting of multiguess and written tests.
On the whole, the PTI course was interesting, sometimes fun and
well worth the feeling of pride in wearing the crossed swords.
However, it is a long course and not to be taken by the faint
hearted.

In sum, the pulse of 10 Sig Regt strengthens unabated.

oc

oc

(NERs), ensuring that an accurate representation of the
infrastructure is produced. This will allow all future maint work to
be easier to trace and conduct as long as the records remain up
to date!

WILTON SITE
The members of the Tp working at HQ LAND have continued
working towards a record package of the Network Eqpt Rooms
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EX ALPINE DRAGON - by Sgt Lindsay Stewart
In February this year the Regt organised a skiing trip to Austria.
On 23 February we all climbed aboard a coach at Corsham,
ready for a 24 hr journey across Europe. After hours of watching
'Little Britain' we finally arrived at our chalet, but all a bit
concerned there was no snow! Not the best start for a skiing trip!
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The first day we went to a small ski resort where the ski
instructors had a chance to see wl1ich of us could really ski and
who was blagging it. We blamed the lack of snow for our slightly
dodgy ski styles! Luckily for us that evening it snowed, so the
next day we had lovely conditions.
Three of the group had never sl<idd before and Capt Flather had
the joy of spending the week in tf>e reverse snow plough,
teaching his students the safe W3.Y of getting down the slopes think it may have hurt him more than it hurt them!
I was in the novice/lntermediate group and we spent most of the
week perfecting our techniques. Our group kept getting bigger
as people from other groups joined us and the reasons why soon
became obvious when Sgt 'Mes' Mesmer joined the group! Sgt
Mesmer liked to ski in the opposite direction to everyone else
and at what you could describe as uncontrolled speed! It didn't
take long before he perfected what is known as 'the head on
collision' with me! Luckily there were no permanent injuries and
the skiing continued with no more incidents with Sgt Mesmer
under strict instructions to count slowly to 10 before setting off
near anyone!
Of course any mil ex is not all work and no play and a variety of
activities were held each night, including karting, sledging (on the
smallest plastic tray you have ever seen but with the incentive
that last one in the bar bought the drinks) and a ski show so we
could all see exactly what stage we were not at yet!
We also got the opportunity to snowboard on the last day and
find out if we could ever be gnarly dudes! (I never even made it
up the T-Bar on mine so guess for me the answer is no!)
This was the first time I had been skiing with the Army and it was
excellent fun . Everyone who did not already hold the qualification
got their Basic Ski Proficiency (BSP), which with further
experience provides the chance to progress and gain the
Advanced Ski Proficiency (ASP) and possibly become a Joint
Services Ski Instructor (JSSI} one day. If anyone gets the
opportunity to ski in the Army, I recommend grab the chance
whilst you can - it's one not to be missed!
NIGHT NAVIGATION EXERCISE - by Cpl Pete Sochon
243 Sig Sqn held a night NavEx in February on Salisbury Plain.
Unfortunately due to Cpl Nicholas and his poor driving
navigation skills, the teams were dropped off 400m further down
the road than planned which tested the teams' navigation skills
earlier than expected.
Each team consisted of 2 members of the Sqn. The aim was to
find 8 checkpoints and return back to the RV point within the 2 hr
timeframe. Cpl Saether and Cpl Faithful united the Inst Techs
and IS Engs in harmony to win the ex, although they only won
because they returned early, sacking off most of the checkpoints
and slightly missing the point of the ex - some people will do
anything to win!
Even with the 1 min penalty Sgt Angus awarded for every
checkpoint missed, they still managed to emerge victorious. The
group consisting of Cpl Neill and LCpl Saunders finished
significantly later than the others after hunting for one checkpoint
professing that the wind blew it away!

251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Jez Toze
SSgtWedge

First of all welcome to LCpl Laura Williams and LCpl Matthew
Peachy who recently arrived straight from the School of Signals;
welcome to the Tp. Goodbye to LCpl Neil Allen on his departure
to pastures new in Civilian Street; good luck and all the best for
the future.
REGIMENTAL RUGBY 7s - LCpl Lawson
The second week in March could be seen as a bit of a lull in the
battle with some Regtl rugby trg going on in preparation for the
Corps 7s competition that was being held in Cardiff on Friday.
Four members of the Sqn went down to Cardiff on the Thursday
night with SSgt Howe going down as coach.
After meeting up with members of the Regt from two of our other
Sqns, we relaxed for the evening before driving into the heart of
Cardiff all fired up for a day of 7s rugby. The draw was made and
we were drawn with 14 Sig Regt, 30 Sig Regt and the Vets (all exCorps players). We were to play the Vets first and it all started a
little bit ominously as they stole the lead, with some of us still
seeming to have not got off the bus. We sorted ourselves out
however and after a superb try by Sig Baxter, we were back in it.
With points flying in both directions we managed to hold on after
a late onslaught and get the win. It was then straight into game
number two and a very tough game against 14 Sig Regt, which
once again saw us fall behind. We soon sparked into life
however and managed to pull our selves back in touch on the
stroke of half time. In the second half we nudged ourselves
ahead just to let ourselves down with the last play off the game,
letting them score a try, which when converted made the scores
level and left us with a draw.
The last game left us needing a win to put us into the cup, it
didn't start well and it went down hill from there. We got
hammered and luckily for me I can' remember what the score
was however I do remember missed tackles and a whole lot of
points going in the wrong direction resulting in our first loss of the
tournament. We did still finish in second place in the table thanks
to a better points difference than 14 Sig Regt. This turned from
good to bad as the draw was made and luckily we got 18 (UKSF)
Sig Regt in the first round.
We were all high in morale going into the game however it all
went along the lines of the last game possibly even a bit worse as
we lost Cpl McReadie late in the second half to a broken nose.
However we were happy with our performance, making the cup
we decided was a success in itself. A few members of the team
then went straight from Cardiff straight onto the cadre course.

Some members of 251 Sig Sqn have also had a busy month in
between the Cadre and Regtl Rugby with the Casbah Detts
deploying to Wethersfield airfield in support of Ex IMPACT with 33
Engr Regt (EOD).
The Edwin Det was also deployed with 37 Sig Reg for the
duration of the ex. The IRT was also in action during this period
as it was called out to Lewes in Sussex in sp. All in all, a testing
and very busy time for the Sqn as a whole.
Congratulations to Cpl Gordon Russell and his partner Tracey
on the birth of their first child Ben, to LCpl Jason Allard on the
completion of his PTI Course and to Cpl Ronnie De-Bique on
the completion of his JCLM. A big congratulation to Capt Clay,
2 Tp OC on his promotion to Capt.
ECM (FP) SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj John Fraser
W02(SSM) Saunders

The Sqn pers have already selected preferred base locations:
Belize, Brunei and Cyprus are front runners; however Defence
Estates are less keen on this idea. ECM (FP) Sqn is a 2 year tour
for Comms Sys Ops and Techs. However individuals with good
communication and presentation skills from all other trades could
be considered.
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The ECM Sp Tp are all now located at the COB with the
remainder of UK forces. The pace of work however has just
increased further with the new Bulldog and Mastiff vehicle fits
and the Bde RIP period approaching. Capt Zoe White has just
returned from a 6 month tour as S03 ECM (FP). She will be
replaced by Lt Matt Cox. Not strictly part of the Tp but working
above and with them is the S02 ECM (FP), Major Ben Howarth.
Work is mainly focused inside the new workshop; although Sgt
Mike Routledge managed to slip away one day and promptly
used up one of his 9 lives while conducting top cover on a
maintenance visit into Basra with 2 Rifles.
OP HERRICK
The numbers of UK forces on Op HERRICK are increasing over
the next few months. The ECM Sp Tp has had to match this
uplift with increased sp to the BGs while installing eqpt onto the
new Veh Platforms. Capt Sedgil Wartemberg is combining his
duties as S03 ECM (FP) with some intensive finger picking work
to prepare himself for his new career as a busker when he leaves
the Army in July. If you do see him in a town centre near you, be
generous and remember that charity costs nothing. FofS Mark
Claxton will soon be leaving theatre to move on posting to 40 Sig
Regt. The Sqn clerks have seen a 95% drop in expense claims
during his tour and are praying that he doesn't spend too long in
work when he returns.

Sgt Joanne Walton next to the new Mastiff Vehicle

11th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co

Lt Col JAG Langley
W01 (RSM) L McGrail

The last couple of months have been a period of great change for
the Regt. Lt Col James Langley has assumed comd, narrowly
beaten into post by the new Adjt, Capt Matt Bosworth, and the
new RSM , W01(RSM) McGrail. We also say a fond farewell to
Lt Col Matt Fensom who takes comd of the Army Staff and
Leadership School, Capt James Landreth who leaves the Army
for pastures new and W01 (RSM) Symonds who returns to
Chicksands.

It started with a 30km tab between 6 checkpoints that had little
surprises waiting at them. These ranged from an ambush ex to
changing a wheel on a Land Rover.

OP TELIC

Lisburn Station continues to shrink in size and we are anticipating
a move back to the mainland in 2008.

This was in a cracking place called Oakhampton Camp perfectly
situated in the middle of Dartmoor. It's a wind swept camp that
was to play host to a week of fun and frolics. The week started
well with a few briefs in the evening and being told we were to
parade at the obstacle course ready for the first of a few arduous
PT sessions.

All in all it was an opportunity to get out of the office and refresh
our mil skills, there should be no problems passing MATTs this
year!

If you fancy a 2 year tour working with this unique capability, then
contact MCM Div, through your chain of comd.

OP TELIC and OP HERRICK commitments continue to dominate
the Sqn. The Op Sp Teams are now fully in place and hopefully
will allow the soldiers to plan their lives around op tours from the
first day they arrive in the Sqn.

RSM

Looking back, if I'd just stayed in the mini bus for the whole ex I'd
have won by a considerable margin!
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It was all brushed of with a few laughs and a wry smile from the
SSM. Congratulations have to go to LCpl Carr and Sig Beckley
who got top LCpl and top Sig respectively.

REGIMENTAL CADRE COURSE

We spent the majority of the first few days in classroom lessons
and doing NavExs to prepare us for the tough ex phase. In
between the lessons and exs we travelled to Plymouth to have a
crack at HMS Havoc, which is a naval trg ex that simulates a ship
filling with water, in which you get wooden chocks and a mallet
and very wet and cold trying to smash them into many holes in
the wall . This was a last bit of fun before morale took a dive as
we deployed on the Thursday for what turned out to be a very
painful ex phase.

Forgetting spare batteries for my head torch didn't help me much
but thankfully my partner, Cpl Austin had his! However, he still
managed to navigate us through a dense bush that would have
taken us 30 secs to walk round, rather than the 30 mins it took to
go through!

After some very dodgy wheel changing, ENDEX was called much
to everyone's delight. We spent the evening enjoying some well
earned drinks in the bar and doing a few skits, with Sig Talbot
making a very brave effort of imitating the SSM and his dated
eqpt.

THE GORDONS CUP - SPRING 2007
On Saturday the 30 March all four Sqns of the Regt were up
bright and early, ready for the first of the prestigious Gordons Cup
Competitions of 2007. All of the hard trg and out of work hrs of
the previous weeks would come down to the next 8 hrs.
With the first series of events designed to run concurrently
through the morning, the Sqns divided into 10 man sects, lead by
a Phase 3 Upgrader, each tackling a different discipline; such as
Map Reading, CBRN, BCDT, and SAA. During the Map Reading
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event all 3 teams were given grid references from where they
followed a given bearing and distance to find a letter and return it
to the control point to spell out the Sqn name. It was clear 3
(Harrogate) Sqn had been practising their navigational skills as
they completed all but one of the tasks; the other Sqns being
slightly more geographically challenged.
After the specific Mil Skills parts of the competitions were
completed in the morning, it was time to get ready for the
physical tasks.
First off was the March and Shoot, a 5 mile route in full weighted
CEFO to the 25m Range, where each soldier engaged the targets
whilst in NBC conditions, using un-zeroed wpns. A considerable
number of rounds hit the targets, much to everyone's surprise.
Whilst these hearty few were slogging round the camp, the tugof-war competition continued apace in what was a remarkably
close event. With the battle for first place coming down to the
last pull, Cpl 'Shippers' Shippley gave his team a speech that
would have impressed Winston Churchill. This evidently worked
as his team managed to beat 1 Sqn by the narrowest of margins
in what was an extremely close match.
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With 1 Sqn claiming victory in the March and Shoot, it was all to
play for in the next event - the Stretcher Race. To say the route
was demanding and a little undulating would be something of an
understatement but worse was to come in the form of the Asslt
Course Race. Two laps in full weighted CEFO carrying several
burdens quickly narrowed the time gap that had developed
between the teams during the Stret-.;her Race. A lot of blood ,
sweat and tears were expended wit!; the teams carried along by
the subtle words of encouragement of the directing staff.

leadership skill through a serious of demanding tasks.
On Saturday, the Sqn started trg on the high wire confidence
course. After the trainees were kitted out with their harnesses
and helmets and with the safety brief out of the way, the
adventure began.

The penultimate event was innocuously entitled the Super Team
Event. Comprising a simulated gun run, tyre pull, press ups, sit
ups, and lastly squat thrusts all within set time limits, it tested the
teams' fitness to the very limit, and in some cases well beyond.

The first challenge was to complete the high wire confidence
course, getting from one end of the course to the other. For
those with no fear, this wasn't much of a challenge, but for those
with a fear of heights this proved more difficult, as they were not
only battling with their fear but also with the demands the course
placed on them. There were a few unusual noises coming from
the high wire course, one in particular was Sig Tanner of
Battleaxe Tp, who sounded like a whaling banshee.

The time then came for the CO's event; a masterful combination
of fitness, comd and control, leadership and not a little ingenuity.
Spectators watched in awe and occasional confusion as each of
the Sqns were pitted against each other in a series of concurrent

On completion of the high wire confidence course, we then
moved to the "Leap of Faith". This comprises a telegraph pole
with a small wooden platform at the top measuring approximately
40 square ems followed by a jump for a trapeze.
The record in the Sqn was held by Capt Alex Eros,
who recently left the Corps for medical trg as a
doctor. His impressive record was beaten by Sig
Speed of Battleaxe Tp in a time from bottom to top
and the leap in 9.2 secs! Motivation may have been
the key as Cpl Nick Pallis offered a battlefield
promotion to LCpl if he beat the Tp OC. To Cpl
Pallis's dismay Sig Speed actually completed his
given task handily.
The most comical moment of the day goes to Sig
Evans of Battleaxe Tp, who when she attempted the
"Leap of Faith," ended up spinning upside down and
being caught by the rope. On being lowered to the
ground, she then adopted the foetus position
followed thereafter by the John Wayne walk.

Fastest recovering the stretcher; 1 Squadron claim victory in the CO's Event'
and sequential tasks. 1 Sqn proved the eventual winners in what
came to be a highly contested event.
With all events completed there was a chance for the
competitors to catch their breaths whilst the scores
were tallied. In what was the closest competition for
some time, 1 Sqn were announced the worthy winners
with only 2 points separating the three Sqns. After the
prizes had been awarded by Maj Ian Carter, the Sqns
left to prepare for the final and most popular part of
the day - the evening function .

In second place was Cpl Jim Story, who when
belaying the crate stacking task, found the crates
crashing down towards him was heard to say:
"Please don't hurt me, please don't hurt me!" Being
new to belaying and not knowing that he could move,
a shower of crates did come tumbling down on top of
him.

The weekend was a big success and everyone enjoyed the
challenge of the Leadership Development Area on Bramley trg
area.

SSM

W02(SSM) MA Bell

EXERCISE OUSTON LION 17 - 18 FEBRUARY 2007

The aim of the ex was to build upon the trainees' confidence and

1ga

oc

SSM

EXERCISE IRON LEAP - by Capt Andy Rea
On 03 March, elements of Iron Tp deployed to an undisclosed
location, somewhere near Windsor. Their mission was not of a
mil nature, nor was it covert. It was in fact to risk life and limb in
an adrenaline-fuelled charity event. Organised by Cpl Andy
Naylor of Iron Tp, Ex IRON LEAP was a sponsored bungee jump
from a static jump site in order to raise money for the Army
Benevolent Fund (ABF).
Fifteen brave Phase 2 soldiers volunteered for the event and
raised the money by means of sponsorship. As the time drew
near for the first person to jump, the nerves were beginning to
show. There was the usual bravado and fearless chatter, but it
was clear that everyone was at least a little apprehensive. One
particularly nervous soldier spent most of the waiting time on the
phone, confessing his undying love to someone! He might have
regretted this later as the jump was successful and all the safety
measures worked (funnily enough)! Another soldier put on a very
brave face until she got to the top of the crane and was about to
jump ..... I'm afraid to say she required a little gentle persuasion
from the safety staff, in order to complete the jump.
All in all the day was very successful and all 15 of the soldiers
completed the jump safely. Well over £1,000 was raised for the
ABF. A great day overall and well done to those who took part!
EXERCISE CATTERICK ENDURANCE 07 22 - 23 March
- by SSgt Alan Fraser
The day started early with a 0500hrs rise as we all met at the
troop lines raring to go, or otherwise ready to sleep. Once we set
off, it wasn 't long before I could hear snoring form the back seats.
We were unceremoniously woken when we mounted the kerb on
the roundabout en route to Bath. I think Cpl Jim Allen was just
finishing off his night's sleep.
At the bottom of Pen Y Fan the weather was cold and damp and
I knew we had to get moving or motivation would disappear. We
were on the hill by 0830hrs all happy and eager for it to be
finished. At the summit, we stopped to take in the view of the
mist and rain, it was breathtaking!

SSM

Maj JR Jennings
W02(SSM) G Padfield

The Sqn bids W02(SSM) 'Swanny' Swanston a fond farewell as
he leaves the Army after 22 plus years service to pursue a
second career in the Ministry. In turn we welcome W02(SSM)
Guy Padfield.
EXERCISE HARROGATE ENDEAVOUR 07 - by Sig Bailey
On 23 March, 3 Sqn deployed on a mil skills ex to Salisbury Plain.
The aim of Ex HARROGATE ENDEAVOUR was to refresh and reteach the Sqn on the basic mil skills needed by the trainees
before they leave for the Fd Army. It also gave us an ideal
opportunity to practise the Sqn's team for the prestigious
Gordons Cup mil skills competition. In all, 8 sects competed
against each other throughout the course of the weekend. Each
sect had to take part in a variety of events, such as first aid, skill
at arms, CBRN, duties of a sentry, map reading and various comd
tasks, which included a minefield and 200ft ravine. Each sect
was marked on 3 main skills: leadership, teamwork and subject
knowledge.
On the Saturday night each sect took part in a 1Okm night navex
around Salisbury Plain in pitch black conditions. Each sect had
to visit numerous checkpoints collecting secret information at
each point, which eventually revealed a password. This then had
to be recited to the ex director, W01 Brown. All the sects were
set off at 5 min intervals in alternate clockwise and anti-clockwise
directions. Our motley crew never expected to do very well, but
by the time we returned back to the harbour area we were told
that we were in the top three. This meant that it all came down to
the day navex the following day in Blandford Camp.
On Sunday morning Cpl Redpath briefed the 8 sects taking part
on the route - the quick way and the slow way - the choice was
ours. We took our time to plan our route and finally set off.
During the ex, we realised that we were the only sect that had
decided to go a different route to the others. This worked to our
advantage, as we were the first sect to finish at the DCCT. As
soon as we arrived at the finish, we were ushered straight into the
DCCT range, which was run by Cpl Blake. The shoot consisted
of just four 5 round groups at a Figure 11 target at 1OOm, with the
lowest average group size winning. After the shoot, all that
remained was to unscramble a phrase that was unique to 3 Sqn
and recite this to Cpl Redpath.
Once all the sects had completed the shoot, the results were
counted up and announced. I just hope that Cpl Allen was good
at maths! The Sqn OC, Maj Jack Jennings presented the trophy
in front of the whole Sqn to an amazed and delighted 3 sect. We
knew we had done fairly well but we never expected to win.
EXERCISE HARROGATE REMEMBRANCE 07
Ex HARROGATE REMEMBRANCE is a 5 stage charity event run
throughout the year culminating in a simulated 'Race to Martain ',
Blandford's twinned town in Normandy. Raising money for the
RBL Poppy Appeal, the ex got underway with the Bournemouth
Half Marathon.
BOURNEMOUTH HALF MARATHON - by Cpl Helliwell

Royal Canadian Signals

From the sedate confines of Blandford Camp, 60
members of 1 Sqn deployed on Friday 17 March
2007on Ex OUSTON LION to Bramley trg area high
wire confidence course near Reading for the Sqn AT
weekend.

oc

The group consensus was to traverse round the hill to the correct
path and carry on. In hindsight, this was a bad decision as the
going was hard and Cpl 'Craggy' Cragg felt the burn. To make
his life even easier, we changed direction and went straight up
the precipice, to reach the summit for a second time, but from a
new direction.

1(0USTON)SQUADRON
Maj DE Cain MMM CD

3 (HARROGATE) SQUADRON

Maj LO Roddy
W02(SSM) MA Tench

We set of down with the 21C, Capt Jules Thomson, leading,
uttering the immortal words "I've been here before, it's this way".
What we didn't know was that her 1 :25000 was still safe in the
depths of her daysack and her last visit to the Brecon Beacons
had been when she was 5 years old! Before long it became
apparent that we were descending the wrong side of the Fan.
We then decided to get the map out and argued about what to
do next.

As ever, the competition was of the highest standard
and special thanks go to 4 (Mil Trg) Sqn, for organising
such a demanding and enjoyable (if that's the right
word) event.

oc

2 (CATTERICK) SQUADRON

1 Squadron Group photo
Phase 2 soldiers from the Sqn gained invaluable confidence in
themselves and their fellow team members proving the weekend
trg event a worthy long term activity.
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The steep ascent was compounded by heavy snow on the
ground and proved to be extremely gruelling for the whole group!
The moral of the story is not to let an officer take the lead or a
map.

"Please, please tell us this is an April Fool's joke, Corporal", said
30 Phase 2 soldiers as they paraded on Sunday 1 April for the
Bournemouth half marathon.

Once back on track, the day went smoothly and we finished the
event and got down to the meat of the day which was to be a
meal and drinks at the White Hart Inn, Talybont on Usk. This was
a traditional pub with good beer, which was comprehensively
sampled by most. Cider was also an option and Cpls 'Gaz'
Walker and Cragg, after several tasters, fell asleep in the middle
of the pub.

Arriving at Bournemouth seafront, the team was amazed by the
age range and sheer numbers of civilians taking part. We set off
at 1OOOhrs and on paper, the route looked nice and leisurely but
after the first 3 miles climbing up and down the hills of
Bournemouth we found all too painfully, that this was not the
case. During the race, we found ourselves running along the
famous Bournemouth beach for a 4 mile stretch. This should
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have been the scenic section of the run but as we were running
into a very strong head wind the majority had their heads down
and saw very little. At the turnaround point, we were impressed
by Mother Nature's ability and timing to ensure that we continued
to run into the wind.
Eventually the pier came back into view and Cl>nsidering the cold
weather, we were cheered home by an impre&sive crowd. With
the majority of the team coming in under 1hr 40min, we were ai1
relieved to have finished and proud of our achievement, while
ignoring the fact that several OAPs had beaten us.
In good soldiering tradition, while the civilians were eating high
energy bars and drinks, we left for nicotine and MacDonalds
before returning to camp with our shiny medals and new T-shirts.
Special mentions must go to the following , Cpl Redpath for
getting us up on a Sunday for "a bimble around Bournemouth",
Sig Bhim for an impressive time of 1hr 29min, Sig 'Robin' Wills
for running in a large Batman suit and finally Sigs Ram and Antwi
for taking the decision to come last by walking most of the way.
SWANAGE AND EXERCISE TOPHAM HATT - by SSgt Davies

Ex TOPHAM HATT, is an ex which associates the Royal Corps of
Signals with the local community of Swanage, focussed on
working on the steam railway at Herston Halt. The Regt has
close ties with the community, with the lead taken by 3 Sqn.
During 2006 we held a number of exs culminating in the Town's
Remembrance Parade.

In June, a number of Phase 2 soldiers and some of the Trg Staff,
gt 'Dibsy' Dibbert and Cpl Si Chaffer (now Sgt Chaffer) took
part in the first Ex TOPHAM HATT of the year. We arrived around
lunch time in beautiful sunshine and received the customary
Health and Safety brief from Mr Frank Roberts, formerly W01
Roberts, Royal Signals. Frank has performed this brief countless
times in the past but he still recites it with love.

The Sqn deployed along with 7 Sig Regt to locations all over
Afghanistan to provide communications for the ISAF mission .

Then came the hard bit: Work! Our task on the Railway was
simple "Do as much as you can". This mainly involved a lot of
manual labour to make the Royal Signals Station look pristine
once more. After all the blood, sweat and tears we finished work
for the day and somehow ended up at the beach, all diving in
head first to cool down.

'Guards can't work Ptarmigan' has become the unofficial motto
for the newly formed Public Duties Coy, who will soon be on their
way to London. With daily inspections and continuous drill trg,
W02(SSM) McBean and W02(SSM) Walledge, along with their
able drill instructors have transformed the Corny into a unit
capable of taking on this unusual tasking.

The aim of the ex was achieved and it was a great experience for
the young soldiers to put something back into the community,
and of course they enjoyed themselves away from the day to day
work of SATT Taskings.

As part of the build up trg, the Coy are marched between
locations as a single formation and wear barrack dress which has
to be prepared immaculately for each morning inspection.

Not only do we take part in the Railway exs, we also commit to
other community activities such as the Swanage Half Marathon.
Now this is no ordinary half marathon; this one has some of the
best hills in the country, enough to break anyone. This year we
managed to field a squad of 15, all of whom completed the
gruelling route under an unrelenting sun.
As a final element of our continuing affiliation with Swanage, over
120 soldiers and staff from 3 Sqn joined the Legion
Remembrance Parade. The Sqn has continued to build on the
==-=.....,,,~~ proud relationship we have with Swanage in
2006 and long may it continue.
This year will see a great number of Exs
TOPHAM HATT, with exs held every third
week from March through to October. The
Swanage half marathon team will be coordinated by Cpl Redpath, Ulster Tp (Ext
2492 for anyone who wants to take on the
challenge) and as always the culmination of
our affinity to Swanage is the Remembrance
Parade, which is a hugely popular event and
always well supported .

"This is my first medal so I am very pleased" said Sig Bartram
who was based at HQ ISAF in Kabul.
PUBLIC DUTIES

"The chance to conduct ceremonial duties in London this
summer is a once in a lifetime opportunity" said drill instructor
Cpl Stratton, "but performing lots of drill in the blistering heat
and standing to attention with rifles for 2 hours will take some
determination and lots of trg."
So far the Coy, hand picked from the Regt, have shown that they
are more than fit for the task. From the look of woe on
W01 (RSM) Goldsworthy's face on day one of trg, it was clear
that a lot of work on the drill square was required. Yet within just
1 week, the Coy was unrecognisable as they marched
immaculately on to the square for the CO to address them.
Pl Comd, Lt Harris said:"We still have a lot of work to do before
the Welsh Guards take over drill trg next month, but the standard
is increasing daily and the guys have put in a lot of hard work so
far."

RSM

Lt Col Justin Hodges
W01(RSM) Jase Goldsworthy

The Regt's Tranche 2 pers, ma!nly consisting of 230 Sqn, were
recently presented with their Afghanistan medals by Lt Col
Hodges at a ceremony at Javelin Barracks.

During March , 255 Sig Sqn rolled out their Ptarmigan eqpt for
possibly the last time. Ex SWORD BACKSTOP began with a 2day plug up assisted by elements of 230 Sqn. Following that
there was a trg day organised by SSgt Turney, where the JNCOs
had the opportunity to pass on their skills and knowledge of their
eqpt and drills to the rest of the Sqn. With op deployment taking
up most of the previous year, this refresher was vital for the Sqn
to remember exactly what was expected of them on ex. Lessons
included det preparation , line-ups, convoy drills, moving into
location and det routine.

Flanked by Public Duties Coy and accompanied by bagpipes, the
CO had an opportunity to congratulate the troops individually and
find out more about their varying experiences whilst in theatre.

The culmination of the ex saw the Sqn move to the far end of the
airfield and Asbeck trg area with each Tp deploying as a HQ
element. Suitable locations were recced and occupied, with

Lt Col Justin Hodges has now taken the reigns from Lt Col

Mark Baines and W01(RSM) Jase Goldsworthy will be leaving
shortly on receiving his commission.
16 Sig Regt have been given the honour of becoming the first unit
to represent the Corps on public duties since 1995. A lot of
preparation and hard work has been required from Public Duties
Coy in order to attain the high level of drill and turnout that is
demanded for guarding such prestigious locations as
Buckingham Palace, Windsor Castle and the Tower of London.
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The fancy dress fundraiser took place at the athletics track,
where several events had been organised. Everyone enjoyed wet
sponging their favourite officer - there was some particularly
vicious sponging going on. Congratulations to Sig Omara who
managed to eat 3 dry cream crackers in 48 seconds, surely that
must be a new world record.
Nobody got away without a red nose, as the red nose police
prowled the area and fined anyone without one. The offenders
were then sent to the red nose area, where Sig Allen was
painting noses (and other body parts) bright red throughout the
day. Each Sqn took part in some fun sporting events like sack
races and the egg and spoon race. At the end , everyone was
gathered around the pavilion to witness the baked bean eating
contest. Each Sqn nominated their best muncher to try and
devour almost 3kgs of baked beans each. To add to the
challenge, a dash of Tabasco was added for every euro raised,
which proved even more entertaining. The winner of the event
was LCpl Worthington, who gave up using a spoon and literally
dug straight in!

CORPS HOCKEY

The RSM takes an interest in Sig Gormley's boots

The remainder of the Regt have been concentrating on eqpt care,
MATTs trg and preparation for the eqpt and pers changes that will
accompany the Bde's imminent reorganisation.

Cpl Luck was issued with the order to organise a fun afternoon
to raise money for red nose day just one week before the event.
RSC Tp's main priority for the next week was to pull it off and set
up a good fun afternoon for the Regt. With every soldier tasked
with an event to set up for the day, the Tp was busy getting hold
of kit and acquiring needed items like sack race bags and baked
beans.

At the end of the day, the money collected had reached an
impressive total of over £2000.

EXERCISE SWORD BACKSTOP

co

RED NOSE DAY

The last event for the day was the auction. Items included the
RSM 's pace stick cradle and the QMSl's name plate among some
other important items pinched from the senior ranks, who were
forced to either buy them back or lose them forever!

If anyone is interested please contact:
Maj Jennings, OC 3 (Harrogate) Sqn on
Blandford Mil 2373, SSgt Steve Davies on
Blandford Mil 2492 or Mr Frank Roberts at:
Swanage Station,
Swanage Approach,
Swanage,
Dorset, BH19 1HS.

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT

Despite some of the Sqn not having deployed on a comms ex for
an extremely long time, the objectives were achieved and people
were not as rusty as expected.

Next came the 'Who Dares to Eat Anything ' event. Each Sqn
nominated a brave soul to devour a can of hideous tasting
silkworms from Korea. Just the smell of the worms was enough
to make most people heave, but not for Sig Omara who didn't
even flinch . He couldn't manage the whole tin, but well done for a
good effort!

Ex TOPHAM HATT is open to any Royal
Signals Regts and individuals who maybe
interested.

11 Signal Regiment personnel on parade in Swanage to mark the 2006 Remembrance Day

Netcen Tp having to move slightly due to a herd of wild boar with
young having called first dibs on the best spot.
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The Regt was well represented as the Corps' hockey team came
second in the British Army Germany hockey tournament, narrowly
missing out on victory on goal difference to the Inf. Maj Wood,
Capt Taylor, Lt Osterloh and Sgt Rogers were all selected for
the team. Impressive results against the RE, the RLC and the
Medics were almost enough to bring back the trophy.
VOLLEYBALL
The Regt's female volleyball team recently travelled back to the
UK to compete in the Army Volleyball Championship. With little
opportunity for preparation or trg beforehand, the team did
remarkably well to gain 4th place in the competition, with an
impressive performance by LCpl lngledew.
EXERCISE JAVELIN BACKSTOP
Ex JAVELIN BACKSTOP was a 2 week AT ex, intended to be an
introduction to Alpine skiing for the soldiers of 255 Sqn in the
Harz Mountains. Due to the lack of snow, the exped ended up
clocking up the miles on foot and on bicycles. The ex was broken
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down into 2 x week long phases. To add a little culture,
aside from the gruels of mountain walking and cycling, the
groups explored the depths of a local mine and visited
Mittle-dora Con.,entration Camp.
After a little searching we finally found Tarfhaus AT lodge. A
pile of snow roughly 12 feet long greeted our crrival. Not
quite the amount we were expecting to ski onl To disguise
any disappointment from the lack of snow, Lt Osterloh
adapted and overcame by pointing out the fact ·we have a
tennis ball and a hockey stick, so we can play cricket!".

Lt Col Craft
W01 Mayell

The Expedition takes a rest during one of its arduous bike rides

was provided by a cultural demonstration from the Gurkhas as
well as the band of the Brigade of Gurkhas.

248 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON LEAVING PARADE
248 Sig Sqn have made their home up in Staffordshire with 22
Sig Regt after a number of 'farewel l' functions, the last of which
was their parade on 29 March. Preparations have been ongoing
for some months, beginning with drill early on foggy February
mornings, when drill instructors' handy sidelines as foghorns
helped keep time, despite being unable to see where we were
going, or even who was shouting. The preparations really kicked
into gear in the final week, however, with drill every morning for
an hour and a half while plans were tweaked - and occasionally
entirely re-written - and more soldiers were dragged out of
carefully planned hiding places to be marched onto the square.
The weather for these preparations was glorious, and drill proved
surprisingly therapeutic to a number of people, not least the RSM
who was enjoying seeing his plans coming together. Still not fatcigar time yet though, as the parade ground became covered
with spray paint as markers were adjusted and re-adjusted to
account for changes in squad sizes. The Remainder - as 21 Sig
Regt started to be called - looked at 248 Sig Sqn with
considerable envy, not to mention suspicion, as they managed to
muster increasingly large numbers of soldiers for their rehearsals,
until they appeared to account for about half of the parade
strength.
So after much practice and adjustment of the plans - the RSM
even toyed with the idea of performing a baton-twirling act with
his sword and pace-stick - we were ready for the 'last big push'.
Remember the promising weather? Colerne pulled off one of its
finest tricks and dutifully supplied rain, wind and hail for the
actual parade. Although the 'wet dog' smell gave away the
presence of damp Number 2 dress, spirits were not dampened in
the slightest, and the parade was an exemplary performance of
the finest drill.
The parade was just the beginning of the festivities, and although
the White Helmets were rained off, some excellent entertainment
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By the time you read this, LCpl Keith 'Squeak' Evans will
hopefully have completed the gruelling 'Marathon Des Sables' the most notorious foot race in the world. In completing the race
LCpl Evans will have raised much needed funds for the
"Butterwick Hospice" - a charity that provides palliative care for
those with terminal cancer. Watch this space for his reports on
this Moroccan adventure.

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT
{AIR SUPPORn
co

Jai 2481

Maj Gareth Lamb
W02(SSM) Wayne Dunbar

REGIMENTAL SKIING - EXERCISE TARANTAISE DRAGON
- by Cpl Bill Harris

EXERCISE BRISTOL BEAUFIGHTER - 24 HOUR "RUNATHON"

Week 2 followed a similar format but with a fresh group of
eager skiers and tiring instructors but still no snow despite a
teasing of overnight splatterings and Sig Chapman's snow
dance.

RSM

dehydration but thankfully she was OK and was released to go
home to rest.

QC
SSM

Week 1 involved a couple of arduous mountain walks, most
notably with navigation from Sig Allen's short cut, and a
50km cycle. Unfortunately after the 25km decent off the
mountains, the team realised it meant 25km back up! The
saddle of the bicycle is going to be a lasting memory for all
of us but most noticeably Sgt Whitney.

Despite the lack of skiing, Ex JAVELIN BACKSTOP was
considered a complete success, achieving it's aims of
pushing everyone to their physical limits in a different
environment - Sig Barker would agree, particularly on the
final day's 30km mountain graft.

departure of such a Sqn . We all wish 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn the
very best for their future with 22 Sig Regt.

In order to raise funds to support LCpl Evans' participation in the
race, the idea of a 24 hr Runathon was suggested. Not a
massive challenge some may think, bit with only 3 runners for the
whole of 24 hr period it becomes more of a physical ordeal.
Along with LCpl Evans, Cpls Fay Taylor and Karl Conley
stepped up to the mark. The location was decided as the
massive Cribbs Causeway shopping mall, just outside Bristol,
and the challenge was on. The eager runners met at Azimghur
Barracks gymnasium at 0600hrs on Saturday 17 March. On
arriving at Cribbs Causeway at 0720hrs, the treadmills were
unloaded and moved to the area by the food court - a prime
spot. Everything was fully set up by 0830hrs but we had to wait
until 1200hrs when the clock started. But even in that time a lot
of interest was generated and over £100 was collected - which
was a good start.
Noon came and Cpl Conley was first up. One hour stints had
been decided and this left 2 hrs between legs which seemed to
go a lot quicker than the 1 hr on the treadmill. In total, it equalled
8 hrs per runner in the 24 hr period. During the day, fatigue
wasn't too bad and it was offset by all the interest and sp from
the shoppers milling around. Indeed, like most people the
runners quite enjoyed all the attention they were getting.
Although there was huge interest, there was also much doubt that
only 3 runners could manage such a physical challenge; but this
only made the team more determined to complete the 24 hrs
successfully.
Then the shopping centre closed and the team were left alone
and locked in with 15 Y2 hours before the centre reopened.
During the night, they tried to sleep between stints on the
treadmill but with little luck. Much of the night was spent nursing
tired legs and re-hydrating , which started to prove difficult for Cpl
Fay Taylor. During the night she began to be ill and was unable
to keep anything down including water. This happened a number
of times between midnight and noon on the Sunday.
Nevertheless, she refused to quit and carried on with her stints,
which was a brilliant effort and took a lot out of her. Once the
shopping centre reopened the team knew they were nearly there.

Maj Karl Jeeves just manages the longest 'Eeeyeees Right' in the
Corps

The guests, families and soldiers then retired to the gym , which
had been converted into a bar and seating area, as well as an
arena for presentations to and from 248 Sig Sqn. The CO, who
had recently returned from Op TELIC for a short spell of R&R,
took the rare opportunity to address the Regt along with some of
their families and present leaving gifts to the Sqn. We were
entertained by some more demonstrations of Gurkha culture, and
settled in for a variety of excellent food, including Mexican and
Chinese for those who wanted to avoid the spicier food on offer.
The disco proved especially popular with our guests, and the
Mayoress of Chippenham enjoyed being entertained by a number
of soldiers, who dominated the dance floor for sometime!
Meanwhile the SOinC needed some encouragement to put down
his pint glass for some food before it was all gone! All in all it was
a thoroughly enjoyable day, and a fitting way to mark the
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Cpl Conley had just finished his 8th and final stint and Cpl Taylor
was halfway through hers, when again she started to suffer badly
but pressed on, finishing her final stint. Then it was LCpl Evans'
last stint, which would also complete the 24 hrs. If he was
honest he would admit that he wasn 't feeling too good but what
he'd seen of Cpl Taylor's determination spurred him on. Only in
the last 15 mins did the team hit their target of 200km, then time
suddenly slowed down and the last 15 mins seemed to drag. At
1200hrs Sunday 18 March, the 24 hr treadmill run was over. The
3 runners had successfully run 8 hrs each over 24 hrs and
covered 202.75km.
The team raised just over £1000. All 3 were physically exhausted
and hadn't slept for over 30 hrs but they were extremely happy
with what they had achieved financially and physically. Fay was
feeling a lot worse and was admitted to hospital with severe
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The ski trip started with an epic journey and that was iust to
Dover! - many thanks to the driver, W02 Steve Crooks, travelling
at 50mph all the way. Further delays were met at the docks
themselves when the exped coordinator, Lt Richie Boardman
tried explaining to the book-in bloke that he had several reference
numbers for our minibus and the other 2 vehs behind . Poor lad
got so much stick (only after we had driven off though).
The quickest part of the journey was the ferry. After that it was a
mammoth journey across France from Dover down through Lyon
and onwards towards Grenoble. Finally we reached our
destination of Tignes in the French Alps. We all perked up when
we got off the bus to see the hotel we thought we were staying
in. Alas we were wrong, our hotel turned out to be some sort of
hostel/apartment block - some would probably call it functional ,
others would say institutional. .
As we didn't have much intention of staying inside for a long
time, and considering we were staying in a top ski resort for £200
a week, we didn't complain even though 6 of us had to share a
room, 2 ended up in a broom cupboard with a bunk bed in it,
another 2 had a sofa bed and LCpl 'Tank' Morgan and I had to
share a double bed! Tank's first comment was: "you know I sleep
naked don't you?", my curt reply was: "like hell you will!"
The first night out was a bit of shock; clubs don't open till
2330hrs and shut at 0500hrs. Going out at 21 OOhrs seemed a bit
late, but it didn't take long for us to realise why people don't go
out till later. The next shock was when Tank bought the first
round and let me know the cost was €12 for 2 pints of Stella! I
nearly spat my beer back out till I realised how much that little bit
cost, but that didn't deter the rest of the 'millionaires'.
The best part was undoubtedly the skiing. The first few days
were filled with sunshine so strong that a few people came off the
slopes on the first day with faces red from sunburn. The group
split into 3 with the novices in one group and the rest splitting
into 2 other ability groups.
The instruction was excellent, with all the novices being able to
go from complete beginners to being able to do parallel turns
within a few days. All the credit for that goes to Cpl Kerry
Hopkinson! It might have had something to do with her taking
the novices down a green run to find that it had been blocked off
for the World Ski Championships and having to divert down
another run instead, which turned out to be a black run.
Unfortunately the weather didn't hold and took a turn for the
worst during the middle of the week. The following days were
filled with high winds and bad visibility, which meant that a lot of
the slopes were closed and we were confined to the lower slopes
of our valley, which was a shame as there were so many runs or
the far side towards Val d'lsere that we hadn't tried.
All in all it was a fantastic week, albeit not so much for LCpl Jim
Williams who had a bit of a tumble when practising his carving
and ended up with one of his skis carving through his knee.
Some stitches and his wallet €100 lighter and he was as right as
rain - well almost.
Everyone had a really good time both on and off the pistes and
thoroughly enjoyed both. And from what I've heard, those who
were on the following week had a very good time as well, but
there is no way I can tell you their antics. Cpl Danny Deans you
are a bad man!
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FLEET HALF MARATHON - by SSgt Steve Brown
Sunday 17 March 2007 saw the start of the Fleet Half Marathon.
This incorporated Inter-Service and Army units, both in individual
and team events. 21 Sig Regt team was made up of 2 members
from 244 Sig Sqn, 1 member of 220 Sig Sqn N•d 2 members of
HQ Sqn. The team had been trg hard for the> Fleet Half
Marathon under the leadership of SSgt Jock Castle. Howeve1, to
ensure that 21 Sig Regt were victorious for the 4th year running,
they called upon the highly trained veterans of 244 Sig Sqn, SSM
'Si' Lithgow and SSgt 'Barry' Brown to come in as late
additions to the team.
With only the first 3 timings counting in each team, the race was
hard fought. AMA Sandhurst kept 21 Sig Regt on their toes
throughout the race and only the excellent running from SSgt
Castle, Cpl 'Kev' Conlon and LCpl 'Fran' Akumu saw us run to
victory and claim our 4th men's seniors team title, richly sought
after by all competing units. Not forgetting SSM Lithgow and
SSgt Brown who ran in very good times and did a sterling job
acting as back up. The only downside for the team was that
several members of the 'Emmerdale' cast beat SSM Lithgow to
the post. We all look forward to the London Marathon, which is
incorporating Inter-Service team races.
21 SIGNAL REGIMENT DETACHMENT - JOINT HELICOPTER
FORCE IRAQ J6 - by Cpl 'Pepper' White
There is no better place to start this report than to say 'farewell'.
Farewell that is to Lt Holly Dyer, who after losing all of her
money on no hope bets to Sgt Seaun Lovell and breaking all the
hearts of the guys from Close Protection, finally felt it was time to
hand over the reigns of leadership to the Royal Marines. So in
turn, welcome to Capt 'Mac' Macdonald RM who is ready and
willing to get the det shipshape and as squared away as a really
square thing, as well as trying to inflict random RM jargon on the
Army.
With the RM making up a quarter of the elite comms force in the
Middle East, it was felt that it was time to fully welcome them into
the Royal Corps, with a game of netball. With only one girl in the
det, who was also the only one who knew the
rules, the show was decidedly poor from the
det, as we lost both of our games. In typical
Signals style though, we did steal the show with
Mne 'Babs' Reed turning up in his very own
black 'Gimp' outfit, complete with lead
controlled by LCpl Danny 'Wyatt' Earp.

With 1O rounds to get used to the Pistol and then a further 20
rounds for 'fun' we ended up killing the Figure 11 targets without
mercy! More shoots followed that included a combination of the
5.56mm Rifle and the Pistol to further enhance our shooting
prowess. making for a great afternoon in the sun.

-

I

All in all, the first 4 weeks in theatre has been fun filled and
exciting, twice! However, with a darts throw that is turning from
Steve Backley to Andy Fordham (with the belly to match) I am
sure that this is just the start of many a riveting reports from the
elite helicopter fighting force.
LIFE IN THE OLD STATE BUILDING BASRA CITY
- by LCpl Hilton

XXII

co

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT

Lt Col ND Fraser
W01 (RSM) PA Reed

RSM
OVERVIEW

22 Sig Regt officially reformed as of 1 April 2007.

More or less in the centre of Basra City, dwarfed and surrounded
by the rundown sandy coloured residential buildings that are
typical of this area, sits the Old State Building (OSB). These two
concrete buildings, surrounded by a maze of protective 'HESCO'
are where we have called home for the past 4 months. Many
would avoid coming here, due to the cocktail of over
exaggerated , scaremongering stories, only some of which are
true.
It is fair to say the welfare facilities are somewhat lacking in
comparison to Basra Air Station (BAS). We only have the basic
welfare services such as a TV, phones, 2 over-booked internet
machines and of course the table football . However none of this
matters. Speak to anyone who has lived here and while
obviously they would all rather be at home with family and
friends , not one of them would rather be at another location!
Why? The answer is comradeship and friendship. Life can get
hard at this place and sometimes gets you down, but it is these
situations which everyone at OSB understands and they pick you
back up and make you realise that you're lucky to be here. It has
also made us, the only 4 Royal Signals pers permanently
stationed here feel so welcome amongst the Kingsmen of
CHINDIT Coy, 2 LANCS.
All good things must come to an end and as the Coy at OSB
prepares to pack up and move on, the 4 Royal Signals pers wait
eagerly to see what comes next. We all look forward to using the
facilities at BAS, perhaps a Burger King and a Pizza or two. But I
know I'm not alone when I say that I will actually miss this place,
and in particular the Kingsmen of CHINDIT Coy with their friendly
and all encompassing spirit.

22 Signal Regiment on parade in front of RHO during the formal flag raising ceremony

The Regt would like to begin by welcoming Maj Colin Alexander,
OC 222 Sqn and Maj Karl J eeves, OC 248 Sqn whose Sqns
have now formally come under 22 Sig Regt.

It was then time for the RM to take control by
organizing an afternoon of 'getting the rounds
down'. Organised by Cpl 'Nasty' Nast RM, we
started our trg on the 9mm Pistol, much to the
delight of the Merlin and Sea King dets, as their
helicopters were used for target recognition!
Once Sig Sam Cormack had built up the grit
and determination to finally cock the weapon,
the lesson went well, turning us into real
'gangsta popping rude boyz'! LCpl 'Misery'
McMillan had to drop and do 10 for dropping
his magazine, but not wanting to be out done
by a sprog, I went one further and dropped the
pistol in the next session.
Having passed the Wpn Handling Test, we then
moved onto the range package. Unfortunately
due to the shift rotation and guard, LCpl Col
Corry, Sig Wayne Harker, Cpl Darren Day,
Sig Sam Cormack and LCpl Paul Hart were
not able to attend the package, so it was left to
the magnificent 7 to make the shoot.
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To mark this occasion a formal flag raising ceremony was held in
front of RHQ the following day. Starting with a dress rehearsal for
all WOs and below, conducted under the guidance of W01 (RSM)
Olly Reed in the morning, ready for the Officers to get on parade
for the ceremony to begin at 11 OOhrs presided over by the CO, Lt
Col Neil Fraser. With the Regtl colours hoisted aloft, a new
chapter in 22 Sig Regt's history has begun.

The Old State Building Detachment at Home
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W01(RSM) Reed ready to bring the Regiment to attention

THE WIRE, JU NE 2007

It has been a long 15 months since the arrival of the Early
Implementation Team headed by the S02 Project I QM(A) Maj
Tom Smith in January 06. The months in between have seen
tireless work, resulting in a number of key milestones being
achieved along the way. In June 06, it was announced that the
work so far completed by the team had shown the site at the
former RAF Stafford to be a viable location for the Army's newest
Ptarmigan regt. Since then the team have striven to ensure that
first the accn and then the garages were ready to receive the 2 fd
sqns which arrived in February 07; 222 Sqn from Bulford and 248
Sqn from Colerne. In both cases these Sqns still belonged to
their original parent units, 3(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt and 21 Sig
Regt. No sooner had 222 Sig Sqn entered MoD Stafford it found
itself back down within a week on SPTA in support of Ex DESERT
DRAGON. While 248 Sqn under comd of Maj Jeeves returned to
Colcrne for the final week of March for the formal departure from
21 Sig Regt. Never to miss out on the opportunity to raise money
for charity, and with a troop's worth of soldiers currently serving in
Baghdad, 94 members of the Sqn were involved in Ex AAYO
GURKHALI, a concurrent run covering the distance from Colerne
all the way to Stafford. The Mayor of Stafford, Cllr Mike Shone,
met the team covering the final stretch before arriving on parade
to be met by the CO and RSM outside RHQ. With two sqns
nowin place, a third sqn 217 is in the process of formation. It will
soon be commanded by Maj Steve Abram but is currently being
guided by Capt Phil Stubbs. It is at present a skeleton formation
awaiting the main influx of soldiers to begin after the Easter leave,
and then the mammoth task of finding/acquiring its own vehs!
The beginning of March saw the arrival of the QMSI, W02(QMSI)
Ally Hayes which has allowed the troops to be put through their
paces prior to the start of formal physical testing from April
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onwards. Happy to note there has been an exciting variety of
battle PT lessons to blow out the winter cobwebs.
The Regt now has its first op commitment under way with 9
members from J1/J4 IOS Tp currently deployed on Op HERRICK
headed by Sgt Leigh Necrews. The first team left duri ng the
weekend of 4 March with the follow up troops arriving in theatre
duri ng the second half of the month.
SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj DWCraig
W02(SSM) Collins

ENGINEERING SUPPORT TROOP:
TpOC
Tp SSgt

W01 (FofS) Karl Scaife
SSgt Danny Rudd

The Tp has now increased to the huge size of 8, (whenever the
FofS puts in an appearance that is)! Our congratulations go out to
him as he has been selected for commission and sadly he will be
leaving us. We have gained 2 more Sgts. Sgt James Douglas
from 16 Sig Regt, who has kindly volunteered to take on the role
of TQMS whilst being drip-fed tea! Sgt Ian Nichols is on
detachment from 18 Sig Regt for the next 6 months and is
assisting us as the resident Ptarmigan expert. LCpl Stuart Wood
has come to us from 39 Bde in NI and has joined LCpl Karl
Blacker in the tech library, which is coming along very nicely.
Now that the Sqns have arrived, we are starting to get the calls of
'help', but alas we have no tools and procedures are still being
written to assist with repairs and maint. The Tp is at last starting
to look as it should and everyone is eager to get on with t heir
designated tasks and ex commitments. The future's bright as
they say.
QM (A) DEPARTMENT
QM
RQMS

Maj Smith
W02(RQMS) Heynes

We would like to begin by congratulating Maj Tom Smith , who
last month (finally) received his LS&GC medal from GOG Theatre
Troops, Maj Gen N H Rollo CBE whilst on a visit to 22 Sig Regt.
The Dept has now warmly welcomed our first 2 civilian members
onto the team. Paul Hignett employed as the Clothing
Storekeeper and Carole Chambers as the QM (A) clerk.

The long and tiresome process of establishing Civilian posts
throughout the Regt has been headed up by Maj Smith, whilst
continuing as lead on the Option 7 project work. The Regt will
soon see these critical civilian posts being filled within depts.

average pace right up until the 13 mile point, with the main body
arriving in 2hrs 24mins. To a fine reception of local support from
the people of Stafford as the last 400m was ground out along the
main high street.

W02(RQMS) Russ Heynes and Sgt Jaya have continued to deal
with the Single Living Accn requirements for the Regt. This work
will soon be at a close when the Sgts ' Mess Annexe is delivered
after Easter leave. All of the Junior Ranks Accn has now been
handed over to the Sqns and is fully occupied. The QM and
RQMS would like to publicly praise Sgt Jaya for his outstanding
work and contribution to this important part of the Dept's
workload.

222 SQUADRON

Option ?(Infrastructure build) is now only a matter of weeks away
from completion. The Sqn working areas including the Secure
Garaging , the Gurkha Temple and the Sgts' Mess Annexe along
with some of the smaller scale infrastructure components will
shortly be delivered and ready for use. Option 7 was always
called a "Dirty Option" but the many visitors who have come to
22 Sig Regt will clearly tell you otherwise.
CHARITY DONATION FOR BEREAVED GURKHA FAMILY
- by SSgt Bagbir
In July 06 an unfortunate natural disaster occurred in Nepal and
Sig Tek Bahadur Pun sadly lost his sister and her whole family
(except his nephew) in a tragic landslide. At the time a donation
was raised from the newly forming and as yet small but very
generous people of 22 Sig Regt Implementation Team and also
the RHQ QG Signals who kindly contributed £381.00 making up
the total amount. Lt Col Neil Fraser, CO 22 Sig Regt presented
a cheque for £811 .00 which helped Sig Tek return home to be
with his bereaved family and put in place the provisions to help
sp his orphaned nephew.
STAFFORD HALF MARATHON - by Lt Reader
With the Regt in the process of forming and keen to make its
mark as well as a chance for some positive publicity in the town
of Stafford, SSgt Farnes forwarded the idea in early February
that the Regt could enhance its profile by entering a team to
compete in the yearly Stafford half Marathon and at the same
time raise money for the charity 'Combat Stress'. As members of
the Armed Forces it would have been too easy to just run it, so
the decision was taken to undertake the event wearing standard
tabbing clothing whilst carrying a 15kg
Bergen. A surprising number of volunteers
regarded this as a good idea and trg
alongside normal PT began in the middle of
February, involving numerous strolls or,
should that be, shuffle runs along the
sleepy lanes which criss-cross the
countryside to the rear of Beacon Barracks.

Maj Smith proudly wearing his LS&GC medal, with his wife Elaine
flanked by Maj Gen Rollo and Lt Col Fraser
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With a team of 13 composed mainly from
Regt Ops and Sp Sqn along with the RSM,
W01 Olly Reed, lending his sp, the endless
miles of trg were finally put to the test on
Sunday morning 25 March. With 13
soldiers turning up in the middle of the
town, carrying rather large bags, there were
a number of bemused looks from the fellow
competitors. Once the race was underway
the team were soon into a steady routine of
running for half a mile and tabbing the next
400m, ensuring that they were not carried
away by all the runners dashing off at the
start and in doing so burning themselves
out. Passing the 8 mile point at 1hrs
30mins the wear and tear was gradually
beginning to show, with less running and
more tabbing gradually beginning to creep
in. The 5 weeks of prior trg now began to
pay off with the team maintaining the same
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the journey back to the Plain for Ex SALISBURY BADGER, the 14
Sig Regt Soothsayer Trials Ex.
The Sqn has now been in Stafford for 5 weeks and everyone has
had time to settle in. The day to day routine has not changed
much but Stafford is a world apart from Amesbury or Salisbury.
248 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

After months of packing and preparation, well maybe 1 week of
packing, 5 weeks of sitting around and a few days of absolute
panic and bedlam, 222 Sig Sqn was finally ready for D Day
(Departure Day). This was the final push to breakaway from our
wonderful hosts, 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt and move onto our
new home in Stafford. Farewells had been said, extra dut ies
completed and even the odd tear shed over the fact that the
good times on Salisbury Plain were to be a thing of the past!
Numerous convoy pac kets per day over 4 days, starting on the
19 February, were to get the Sqn to Stafford. Remarkably they all
went without breakdown or incident, (well except for Burger King
not being open at the time of the first enforced rest stop each
day). Heads would surely roll for this oversight in planning, but
regardless, everyone made it up the M6 and safely to Stafford.
On arrival at Stafford everyone went through the conveyor belt
known as MCCP and sorted out the reams of paperwork required
and were given t he keys to our new 1 bedroom penthouse
apartments complete with fitted wardrobes, sinks (in some cases)
and decor to die for, all chosen by our very own design dream
team of QM (A) Maj Tom Smith and W02(RQMS)(A) Russ
Heynes. We would like to give a special thanks to SSgt (SQMS)
Jim Bean for his timely provision of vacuum cleaners, ironing
boards and general cleaning products in order to uphold the new
accn.
The QMSI , W02(QMSI) Hayes, while in a Regtl brief, decided to
make his mark on the new arrivals. As he explained that remedial
PT would be at 0600hrs and 1800hrs daily and at 1200hrs on a
Sat, the sharp intake of air and frantic whispering from most of
the Regt could be heard like a Mexican wave around the gym.
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Maj K Jeeves
W02(SSM) Surendra Gurung

The farewell parade for 248 Sig Sqn from 21 Sig Regt was held in
Colerne on 29 Mar. The SOinC, Brig JE Thomas MBE ADC
inspected the soldiers on parade (less those still serving in
Baghdad) and was then followed by the final march past on the
parade ground. After the parade a social event was laid on for
the soldiers along with their families in Colerne making a good
preparation for the Sqn prior to embarking on their charity
exercise.
EX AAYO GURKHALI - by SSgt Mankumar Kambang
248 Gurkha Sig Sqn organised and participated in Ex AAYO
GURKHALI, a 210km charity relay run from Colerne in Wiltshire to
Stafford, making a historic mark of their arrival in Stafford from
their old base. The relay began from 4 different spots on the route
culminating with a Sqn parade in front of 22 Sig Regt RHQ
followed by a formal report to their new CO.
The charity relay run started at 0700hrs on Sat 31 Mar 07
concurrently collecting funds to support Stafford Mayor's Charity
Appeal and the Gurkha Welfare Trust in the towns along the route.
These towns were Gloucester, Kidderminster, Dudley,
Wolverhampton and Stafford. The event raised around £9000 to
support the charities.
As the group of approximately 25 runners came through Stafford
Town they received a very warm welcome from the local public in
the town centre and from here the Mayor, Cllr Mike Shone joined
the final leg of their run to Beacon Barracks. With the Mayor
looking on, 248 Sig Sqn, under comd of Maj Karl Jeeves, were
formally welcomed to their new Regt by the CO and RSM.
The Sqn and their guests were invited later that evening to a
welcome meal in the Junior Ranks Dining Area, serving up many
Gurkha dishes to the now very hungry troops.

Still reeling from the news of remedials , it was time to put it all
behind us and enjoy the weekend and see what Stafford had to
offer. Plenty of bars, clubs, shopping, a taxi firm that drops you at
-=----------=::----...---the block and most importantly an untapped
local population that don't yet know what we're
all like.

- - - -- ----,,,.-----,-.....,.......

After a weekend of fun and frivolity, the new
week hit with a bang, well as much of a bang as
a 1030hrs start can give (and that's every
Monday, yeah baby). Less than 1 week had
passed and it was time to start preparing to
deploy back to Salisbury plain on Ex DESERT
DRAGON to support 1 Mech Bde pre-Op TELIC
deployment trg. A fairly quiet ex for most
members of 222 but more relaxed for some than
others.
Sgt Paul Smith, acting SQMS for the ex, did a
sterling job co-ordinating the re-supply of all the
out dets from his new home, the Westdown
Camp NAAFI.
No major comms problems - just as well, as the
OSC crew could mostly be found chomping
chocolate or speeding away for a night at home.
A special mention should also go to Cpl Rob
Bryan, who instead of purchasing a red nose for
comic relief decided to grow his own - what a
beauty it was too.

In the final leg of the run, the team make their way through the centre of Stafford

After a long 3 weeks we made the long trip back to Stafford,
ready for a well-deserved weekend off before a select few made
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AFTERNOTE:
Ex-Members of 22 Sig Regt are to contact Peter Cuckow in
Blandford for information relating to the formation parade on 27
July 2007. No information can be provided from the newly formed
unit.
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BRAVO TROOP - by Lt Kitson

Jai QG Signals!

After a typically busy few months with various elements of the Tp
deployed to the 4 corners of the globe (and Colerne), SSgt
Henson decided that it was high time the Tp got away from
camp for a bit of bonding . A beasting up the mighty Pen-y-Fan
In Wales was not quite what we had in mind but he assured us
this was more of a gentle stroll in the countryside and, despite
alternate suggestions of Alton Towers and paintballing, he refused
to budge. And so we found ourselves enjoying a 0530hrs
breakfast in the cookhouse, trying to muster some enthusiasm.
In the event, the walk proved a thoroughly enjoyable day out and
even the rain failed to dampen spirits. Luckily, the mist obscured
the severity of the inclines and before we knew it, thanks to Sig
Pepperell 's unexpectedly dazzling navigation skills, we were
back in the minibus heading back to Sennybridge Camp for pies
and cake. After clearing out the cookhouse we headed into the
bustling metropolis of Brecon for a couple of beers. LCpl Dan
Ginty had to fend off the attentions of the locals, some of them
girls, and the locals had to fend off the attentions of Sig 'Burnsy'
Burns. Needless to say a good time was had by all apart from
LCpl Ginty, who has had to change his mobile number to avoid
the affections of a particularly enthusiastic Breconite.

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

CHARLIE TROOP - by Cpl Abbott

30th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col CA Ford
W01 (RSM) .D Brett

Since the last issue of The Wire, the Regt has had to say a fond
farew ell to both the CO and RSM. Lt Co l Duncan Warne has
departed to summer in Baghdad this year, but this may now be in
doubt. Col Duncan handed over as both CO 30 and CO QGS to
Lt Col Chris Ford and the Regt w ould like to w elcome Emma,
Col Chris and their children to Bramcote, the Gamecocks have
certainly noticed the difference! Congratulations to W01 (RSM)
McGaw on his commissioning t his January. Having decided to
stay with the Regt, Capt Simon McGaw has now taken up the
position of Unit Welfare Officer. The Regt w ould also like to t~ke
th is opportunity to welcome the new RSM, W01(RSM) Brett into
the hot seat.
CO's 40th BIRTHDAY PARTY
With the end of March came the CO's 40th Birthday and to
celebrate, Emma organised a fancy dress birthday bash in the
Officers Mess; the theme being famous people from the last 40
years. The evening saw Officers from the Regt joined by Col
Chris' friends from around the UK. This eclectic bunch also
included CO 21 Sig Regt who was welcomed with Col Chris'
university friends. An excellent evening was had by all, dancing
away well into the early hours to hits of the 70s and 80s.
250 GHURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj JR Anderson
W02(SSM) Lok

All in all, the objective of the ex was achieved well beyond
expectation. The Staff Officers were satisfied with our
performance and professionalism .t~ roughout the ex. 100%
effort; 101 % of our time w as sacrificed 1n order to make the ex a
great success. Prior to dep~rti ng the Falkland !~lands, Sgt B.om
organised a Battlefield Tour, 1ncorporat1ng a f1sh1ng day, ?~whng
com petition and traditional Gurkha Bhat for all the exerc1s1ng
pers, ending the ex on a jubilant mood . This w ill be the last
exercise, w hich Whiskey Tp wi ll conduct as JTFHQ 2 Tp. Our
new main effort will be JTFHQ 1 and 2 Handover-Takeover, which
will take place between 26 March - 05 April 07. We are looking
forward to t he challenges that will be thrown upon us as JTFHQ 1
Tp, and remain very confident and hopeful that we will be a great
success.

oc
SSM

Maj DR Parkinson
W02(SSM) SJ Robinson

This quarter has seen a total change over in the Sqn Ops Room.
The Ops Officer, Capt Tim Cooper is off to 2 Sig Regt as Tech
Adjt after handing over to Capt Marcus Skeet from ATR
Lichfield. Congratulations to both SSgts(YofS) Maxwell and
SSgt(Supvr {IS)) Hobosn who have both left the Sqn on
promotion , for BOWTAT and 258 Sig Sqn respectively. The Sqn
has also lost W02(FofS) Collins, w ho is off to the sunnier climes
of Cyprus. The Sqn welcomes W02(FofS) Clarke, W02(YofS)
Reed and W02(Supvr (IS)) Frame in preparation for this
summers deployment to Afghanistan, good luck!

EXERCISE FALKLAND FORUM 07- by LCpl lshwor Thapa
Ex FALKLAND FORUM 2007 (Ex FF07) was a Tier 3 ex to train
and ex CBFSAI and his staff in the planning and conduct of
deterrence and defence ops and the subsequent 'move to defeat'
within the Joint Operating Area. The core objectives of the ex
were to ex HQ BFSAI in its role as an op and tac HQ, the use of
JCP166, BFSAI OpO 1/06 and CONPLANS, the integration and
C2 relationships of the Joint Force HQ (JFHQ) and HQ BFSAI ,
and to address lessons identified in previous ops and exs. On 22
February 2007, Whiskey Tp, as JTFHQ 2 Tp of a Close Sp Sig
Sqn, embarked on Ex FF07 to assist PJHQ and JFHQ J6
branches in the provision of satellite bearer, switch and CIS sp in
order to provide a reliable, robust and resilient CIS solution to the
Ex Director and JFHQ. The ex was conducted at Mount Pleasant
Airfield (MPA) in the Falkland Islands between 22 February - 22
March 07.
Our objective was to deploy, establish, maintain and sustain a
strategic SATCOM and provide CIS sp to the HQ complex.
During the ex the TALON det was set up nd CLASp H304 inside
t he old gym at MPA. The synchronous Digital Hierarchy (SDH)
network was utilised as a primary link to connect both dets,
however a direct fibre link was also used as a backup. JOGS
server RD 49 was set up in the old gym and was maintained,
serviced and patched to standards required for the ex. The
Falkland Islands JOGS infrastructure (MD 12) was used to sp the
ex without the need of RD 49; however, it remained as a standby
option . After the completion of Testing and Commissioning, all
eqpts were dispatched via a chartered flig ht from RAF Brize
Norton. JTFHQ 2 Tp arrived in theatre on 17 February. Under
the guidance of the Sqn Ops Officer, Capt Jeffery and SSgt
oambar, EXCON was established promptly. The Admin Sp Unit
under Sgt Born was heavily involved in setting up of the working
area and the ICC helpdesk. A week later, the Staff Officers
arrived and the ex kicked-off to end on 18 March. JTHQ CIS
eqpts where returned to the UK via the air-bridge.
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CORMORANT TECHNICAL TRANCHE 3 SYSTEM FIELD
TRIALS - by W02 Frame
256 Sig Sqn recently carried out the Cormorant Technical Tranche
3 (IT3) trials, including the long-awaited software upgrade to
CMIS2, a significant enhancement to the existing capability. The
new system has done away with the dreaded Enhanced Voice
Services Manager (EVSM) and replaced it with the CircuitSwitched Services Manager application; a fully integrated and
more intuitive part of the CMIS. The previous version of CMIS
required a lot of configuration and was extremely time consuming
to configure the management network, often taking an entire
week to carry out the in-barracks data preparation (IBDP) phase.
Happily, the same process can now happen in a far shorter time.
The radically different architecture powering CMIS2 also provides
the ability for one or more nodes to be rolled out independently,
without requiring connectivity to live DCSA networks, enabling
troops to carry out trg activities with little or no lead time. There
are a number of other CMIS changes, including better event
logging and number of system security mechanisms, however
one particulariy welcome addition to the system is the ability to
import and export data such as telephone dialling plans. This
alone is expected to simplify IBDP greatly and save lots of time,
allowing more time for "tails" testing.
The trials were carried out on behalf of HQ 11 Sig Bde, and
carried out as a joint effort between 2 and 30 Sig Regts, with
Bramcote's effort spearheaded by 256 Sig Sqn Ops team. Also
in attendance were civilian contractors and military reps from HQ
SOinC(A). CSDC provided trial serial guidance and USSO
provided third-line tech sp. As well as carrying out on-the-job
TI3 trg, the trial put CMIS2 through its paces and the subject
matter experts within both Regts were satisfied that the new
management system offers more in terms of capability and
flexibility.
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Since the Christmas leave period ended, Charlie Tp has been
exceptionally busy. It started 2 days into the New Year, as all of
the RS Ops were dispatched to Bicester to attend and hopefully
pass the Bowman drag and drop course. Wh ile all the R Ops
were busy getting there heads arou nd the intricate workings of
thei r new radios, th e AS Ops w ere delivering the stripped out
radio dets to Ashch urch to be Bowman converted .
Over the weekend of 2 - 4 March , Charlie Tp lent their support to
Ex LIGHTNING STRIKE - the annual UOTC competition on
Salisbury Plain. Due to the competitive nature of the Tp, it was
decided that a com bination of physical exertion and mental
stimulation would be the best w ay to go with the young Officer
Cadets. LCpl Panayiotou started things off w ith a gentle run
around the immediate area to get the blood flowing . The Cadets
were t hen shown satellite realignment under field conditions and
a complete Cormorant setu p walk-thru/talk-thru. To finish off, the
Cadets were shown a stand of what 30 Sig Regt does on ops
and some of the t heatres that we have deployed to in the last
couple of years. The feedback was very positive and praise and
thanks were heaped on Lt Rich Gardner-Clarke much to his
obvious embarrassment.
No sooner had Ex LIGHTNING STRIKE finished , than TI3 had
started much to the dismay of all the AS Op Cormorant-trained
pers. TI3 is the software upgrade for the Cormorant
management system. The AS Ops within the Tp worked very
closely with the civilians from EADS who were upgrading the
software to make the transition as smooth and trouble free as
possible. While all this was going on, Sig Danny Moonan and
Sig 'Harry' Harrison managed to slip away to compete in a
charity boxing night between the Royal Signals and the Royal
Engineers. Sig Harrison found himself up against a bloke
dubbed "Clubber Lang", who had just spent 6 months in
Afghanistan bench-pressing the world, so it was really no surprise
that Sig Harrison was beaten but not before giving a a good
account of himself. Sig Moonan was another story. Due to his
size it was difficult to find a fighter for him, so in a moment of
madness, he accepted a challenge from one of the RE's
professional coaches (never a wise move). He acquitted himself
rather well considering he was boxing a man mountain . Well done
to them both for selection and then boxing so well. Sig Harrison
also managed to get himself selected for the Army U23
Basketball Team, for the Inter-Services held down in HMS Drake.
Due to the Regtl deployment to Afghanistan in August and
September there has been a shuffling of pers within the sqns. All
the RS Ops have now moved to 258 Sig Sqn and the AS Ops
from 258 Sqn have bee,1 posted in so its goodbye to Sig
'Frenchy' France, Cpl Dave Wallace, and LCpl 'Scouse' Wilkes
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who have departed to 258 Sqn, while Cpl Steve Howdle has
been posted to 18 {UKSF) Sig Regt. The Tp would also like to
welcome LCpl Ross, LCpl Panayiotou from Germany and Sigs
Pearson and Donaldson from 258 Sig Sqn. As always, through
all the swapping and changing of pers and exs and trg that the
Tp has done over the last couple of months, the smiles have
remained in place and morale has remained high.
258 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj JS Hiorns
W02(SSM) OW Burdus

258 Sig Sqn bid farewell to our OC, Maj John Hiorns, w ho is
escaping to MOD Main Building in April and SSgt Preece who
will be moving up to Aberdeen UOTC. We warmly welcome the
new Sqn OC, Maj Tom Crapper, and of course our new and
finally complete Ops Team consisting of W02(FofS) Rodway,
W02(YofS) Crowder and W02(Supvr (IS)) Hobson.
FORMING 52 BRIGADE SIGNAL SQUADRON - by Lt Jo Barr
Immediately prior to Christmas 06, we received excit ing news that
was set to generate new enthusiasm and buzz within the Sqn.
We learned that 258 Sig Sqn was to deploy on Op HERRICK 7 as
the Helmand UK Task Force Sig Sqn providing close sp to the
newly formed 52 Inf Bde.
After many months of small deployments for a lucky few to
various world -wide locations, this new task was viewed by many
as a great opportunity for every one to gain new or further op
experience. However, it has not been forgotten that the theatre in
which we are due to deploy is a highly demanding and volatile
environment. With this in mind, it has been a tremendous task to
ensure that we have enough deployable pers and that they will
receive the required Military and Special to Arm Trg. In addition
to this, the Sqn is currently moving through Bowmanisation,
which is proving to be a huge learning curve for all.
The geographical distance between 52 Bde HQ based in
Edinburgh and our Sig Sqn in Bramcote has been another
challenge, particularly for the Sqn HQ. Ops Officer, Capt Andy
Limb, has now spent many months flying to and from Edinburgh
providing the liaison between us and the Bde HQ as well as
fulfilling the role of S03 G6.
As the Bde HQ Sig Tp, we are set to launch into our hectic but
concise trg programme having had a complete reconstitution of
Tp pers. The next few weeks will comprise of Live Firing,
precious Bowman trg followed by providing sp for the Bde CAST
in Warminster. After completing the required OPTAG packages
and Unit Cascade Trg, we finally provide the close sp for the
Bde's Mission Rehearsal Ex and then it's pre-deployment leave!
In a nutshell, trg between now and deployment will be very busy
and the newly designated Tp OC, Lt Dom Finch, has a lot to look
forward to!
Although it has only been a few months since we learned that we
were to take on this new task, the tum around from being a
Cormorant roled Sqn to a Bde HQ Sig Sqn equipped with
Bowman has been huge. However, the amount of work still
required to be completed between now and September cannot
be underestimated in order to ensure we successfully deploy and
are ready for all challenges presented in theatre.
BOWMAN CONVERSION - by 2Lt J Cunningham
Along with the preparation for taking on the role of Close Sp Sig
Sq to 52 Bde, 258 Sig Sqn have been busy throughout the start
of this year with the conversion to Bowman.
Every member of the Squadron has attended or will be attending
Bowman conversion courses, with some of the older and bolder
members seeming to take longer than others to assimilate all the
new information ; there were lots of mutterings of old dogs and
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new tricks! However with the recent retur:-i of the newly fitted
vehs, 1t has been an interesting time working out what goes
where, and despite the impression given ch.1ring the hours spent
in classrooms it soon became.apparent that you can't actu.:.lly
drag and drop the different parts of a radio together using a
mouse!
The up and coming Sqn Bowman trg ex, Ex BOWMAN BEAR, will
be the first opportunity to deploy and fully operate the dets. This
will enable all the operators to confirm their newly acquired
knowledge, and they will undoubtedly relish the chance to finally
get their hands on the new kit!

EXERCISE THREE PEAKS DRAGON
Undeterred by an extremely busy program over the next few
months, SSgt Allen and Sgt Shovelton have been busy
preparing a team from the Sqn to undertake the well known Three
Peaks Challenge in June 07. The event will involve 10 members
of the Sqn with the aim of conquering the highest peaks in each
of Scotland , England and Wales in less than 24 hrs.

have been a chance ?f winning the shield, which they did, it was
an added bonus to discover that the Regtl team had come
second overall, beating many all_male teams - the teams faces as
they had to march back out again to receive their runners-up
medals wa~ real pictu~e. Well done to all those who committed
to and part1c1p~ted 1n t~1s year's competition, as it was one of the
toughest for quite a while.

?

2 (NC) SIGNAL BRIGADE TA LATE ENRY COMMISSIONING
BOARD

The team are aiming to raise at least £1000 for the Mayor of
Nuneaton 's Charity. We wish the team every success and good
luck!

"On the Saturday morning we (W01 (SVWO) Matt Cahill and
W02(SSM) Justin Harris) were introduced to some of the OS
and split into syndicates made up of Young Officers (YO) and the
Warra~t Officers (WO), who were the LECB candidates.
Following a good brief on 'One Army Recruiting' , the rest of
Saturday rnor~ing was ~pent understanding and planning for a
MACP scenano based 1n West London, using 2 (NC) Sig Bde
assets. We also had a chance to visit various stands laid out
~epresen~in~ the Gold, Silver and Bronze locations deployed as if
in a r~al 1nc1~ent. It was good to see the various eqpts in a
working environment and to take the opportunity to ask questions
and get a feel for the kit. Saturday afternoon ended with a
sobering account of early 90s peacekeeping in the Former
Yugo~lavia by_Col Bob Stewart, followed by a great Mess
function held in the Sgts' mess. I told myself not to stay up too
late, as the clocks were going back which meant an hour less in
bed, but the conversation was great and it was good to catch up
with other members of the Bde, some of whom I hadn't seen in
years.

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
ARMY

co
RSM

Lt Col SL Streete MBE TD
W01 (RSM) McGrail

This month has been one of many successes and a lot of
movement. First the successes. the Regt was privileged to have
4 of its members presented with awards at the Reserve Forces
and Cadet Association (Greater London) AGM. Sgt May, Cpl
North and Sig Kelly all of 41 (PLK) Sig Sqn were awarded Lord
Lieutenant's Awards for their service to the TA and Cfn Noakes
was presented with the Cobra Trophy, the prize for London
District's Reserve Forces Soldier of the Year. The latter was
presented following his work with the Everest West Ridge
Expedition last year, when he was the only TA person selected to
deploy with them.
As can be read in an article below, the Regt's Courage Trophy
team did us proud bringing home the Courage Shield for the top
mixed team and achieving runners-up in the main Courage
Trophy. Congratulations should primarily go to Lt Alex Orr who
led and motivated the team around this year's testing course, but
also to Capt Paul Ukpai for co-ordinating the team Gust in time!)
and those pers that organised the Regt's stand. This was an
excellent result and all the team members should be justly proud
of their sterling performance.
Promotions and postings wise, the following has happened
recently. W01 (SVWO) Matt Cahill and W02{SSM) Justin Harris
were the Regt's candidates at this year's TA LECB on 24/25
March and both should be congratulated on their success. The
Regt looks forward to promoting them later this year. The last 2
(NC) Sig Bde Board resulted in new appointments being
confirmed. Maj John Pringle is due to take over as Regtl 21C,
Maj Terry Crosby has been confirmed as our new Unit
Employment Support Officer (and RATO) and Maj Jason
Fensome is to assume cornd of 41 (PU<) Sig Sqn. In addition,
Capt Dutch Holland has been appointed by the CO as Acting
OC of 56 Sig Sqn in Eastbourne.
Several members of the Regt have now deployed or are about to
deploy on ops. Maj John Kendall, ex OC 41 (PLK) Sig Sqn, is
now out in Afghanistan and Maj Anthony Lamb, ex OC 56 Sig
Sqn, is about to deploy to Iraq. W02 Ian McKay, ex-SSM 41
(PU<) Sig Sqn, is out in Afghanistan, SSgt Kenny Foxwell from
56 Sig Sqn is with the Tiger Team out there as well and LCpl
Simon Machin from 5 (QOOH) Sig Sqn has now mobilised and is
about to deploy to Iraq. The Regt's thoughts are with them and
their families and we wish them all an enjoyable but safe tour.
Continuing the Regt's recruiting push, the unit has recently been
focusing on officer recruiting from within the Regt. RHO held a
very successful Potential Officers' (PO) Drinks Night for POs
already in the unit. Nine serving soldiers/recruits attended the
drinks night, listening to a few briefs, being interviewed and
socialising with some of the Regt's Officers at the free bar!
Hopefully many of them will be beginning their officer trg in the
next few months. In addition, the Regt has attended Arms and
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Services nights at University Officer Training Corps (UOTC). Capt
Paul Ukpai and Lt James Cleary represented us at London
UOTC and Capt Lee McEvoy and Lt Peter Mapledorom went to
Southampton UOTC. Hopefully we may be able to sponsor some
of those OCdts interested under the TA Sponsored Officer (TASO)
scheme or encourage individuals to join us when they leave
university.
Other events over the last few months have included 5 of our
Officers/OCdts attending the Bde Young Officer weekend, a Regtl
cornrns ex, unit members qualifying themselves as !IP
representatives at a course hosted at our Southfields TAC and
last but not least 011 being installed at RHO and 83 (L) Sp Sqn.
Just 5 Sig Sqn to go now before the Regt can 'e-cornrnunicate'!
Signals ... communicate ... now there's an idea!
COURAGE TROPHY COMPETITION
The Courage Trophy is London District's Reserve Forces Annual
Military Skills Competition. This year the Regt had great success
winning the Courage Shield and corning second for the main
Trophy. The team was drawn from across the unit and was
captained by Lt Alex Orr from 5 (QOOH) Sig Sqn, with 56 Sig
Sqn providing Sigs Mayes, Carter, Jarmin and Cfn Tehan. The
final member of the team, and the only female, was Sig Mucklow
from 83 (L) Sp Sqn.
The competition started on Friday night at 2359hrs with the
teams being assigned their first stand . This year however was
different from previous years with the team having to carry their
bergens throughout the competition and having to tab from stand
to stand. The first stand for the team was 'Mines Awareness'.
This was based around a scenario of a Land Rover transporting a
prisoner entering a minefield resulting in the veh being disabled.
The aim was to extract the prisoner from the minefield to a safe
location. All was going well for the team until the prisoner
decided to stand on one of the simulated land mines, kiliing
himself and half the team! After that it was off to the next stand,
which was 3.5km away with only an hour to get there - this was
the 'First Aid' stand and again it was based around a scenario.
Next it was off to the 'Trailer Pull', also a good distance from the
last event. This stand preceded the 'Observation'. 'Military
Knowledge', 'Comd Tasks' and 'Eqpt Recognition' stands. The
final stand of the day was 'Veh Check Points', where the team
arrived at 2200hrs on Saturday night after what had been a very
long day.
The team then proceeded to 'basher out' on the trg area before
returning to a central admin area for a kit check at 0500hrs on
Sunday morning. It was then time to head off to the start of the
'March and Shoot' course for a quick 4 mile march before a
shoot on the ETA range engaging figure 11 targets at various
ranges. That complete and the competition now finished , the
team retired to the minibus for some well deserved sleep before
the prize giving. The team was one of the few that finished with
all 6 team members and although it was hoped that there might
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are all c?~tin~ing with their shooting trg ready for the Corps
Competition 1n Apr 07. We will wait for the next Wire article to
report our success or not - the Regt has high hopes for them to
bnng back some silverware! All in all, the Sqn have had a busy
and challenging 3 months and the end of the trg year has come
and gone. I am sure that the new year will bring more challenges
to us all.

Sig Sally Mucklow from 83 (L) Support Squadron, the only female
member of the Regimental team which won the Courage Shield
and who were also runners-up in the Trophy Competition
EX BROWN BEAR COCKNEY
The Editor has received a well written and well illustrated report
on this ex which for space reasons, he cannot publish in this
edition. It is intended to publish this report in a future issue of
The Wire , under the heading of "Adventure Training".

Sunday morning started bright and early. After a truly wonderful
breakfast, the cool morning brought home the reality of the day's
events: the LECB it~elf! The candidates were split into 2 groups
and I_ found myself first up to be interviewed by the Board, which
consisted of the Bde Comd, Comd SGRS and 2 x COs! After
what seemed like a lifetime of probing questions, I was released
to the waiting area and another candidate replaced me. This
continued until lunch when we swapped places with the second
group who had been giving unsupported presentations to another
group of senior officers and I took my turn at the lectern. Just
bef~re my presentation, it dawned on me that lecturing a group of
senior officers on leadership for 5 mins might not have been the
best idea that day. I was reminded of my folly by the 3 x Cols
and 2 x COs sat in front of me, who set about dismantling my
argument for the next 15 mins. I was not alone however and 1
witnessed the same determined questioning of all the other
candidates arguments in their turn .

83 (LONDON) SUPPORT SQUADRON (V)

The weekend had proven to be an interesting and challenging
one and we drove home Sunday evening discussing anything but
the Board, from which we would get the result later in the week.
Fortunately it turned out to be good news for both of us!"

oc

5 (QUEENS OWN OXFORDSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL

SSM

Maj A Walton
W02 Harris

Another busy period for the Sqn, which is now getting used to its
new name of 83 (L) Sp Sqn as opposed to HQ Sqn! Our pers
have been involved in numerous exs and activities. Maj Alan
W~lt~n , SSgt Loxley Trype, Cpl Kirstyn Morris, LCpl Louise
Wilkins and Sig Fumi Osho all attended Ex COCKNEY DRAGON
SLIDE, skiing in Austria - more of that in 5 Sig Sqn's article. All
of them did well and came back with either their Basic or
Advanced Ski Proficiency awards.
Sig Sally Mucklow was the only female volunteer for the Regt's
Courage .Trophy team mentioned above. Her performance was
outstanding, and she showed real determination and courage
completing a course that many men from other teams dropped
out of. We hear she has already put her name down for next
year's team!
The Sqn has a large contingent in the Regtl Shooting Team, as
either team members or as part of the support team. Cpls Paul
M~~arrity and Liz Lafferty, LCpls Paul Yarlett and Louise
Wilkins, Sig Fumi Osho, and Cfns Dave Mclarren and Mcgill
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SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj CL Murison
W02 M Taylor

EXERCISE OXON COCKNEY SLIDE
Over 14 pers from the Sqn took part in Ex OXON COCKNEY
SLIDE, our annual ski ex organised this year by Lt Ruth
Woodward and Sgt McNaulty. Along with elements of the Regt,
some 40 people in total departed from the UK to the Trio!
mountain ranges! Anxiety levels were running high with reports of
no snow; however we were all relieved to see snow on arrival.
So, as soon as humanly possible everyone took to the slopes to
find their ski legs. The first morning meant the traditional ski off to
be put into groups of competency. The first round of cameras
broke out when the OC took a standing still fall after completing
her run. The top group went off with SSgt Allan and as Sgt
Claire Goodwin later reported "was pushed to the limit on Black
runs". The other groups took a more leisurely approach to the
beginning of the week and began with some refresher trg on the
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Blue and Red runs. As the week progressed and we moved to
the higher area of Steinplatte for more snow and even more sun,
all the groui:is went off with their relevant instructors to improve
on their skills and learn new ones. SSgt Allan liked to start the
day off with a warm up which ca;.;~ed amusement to the locals
and the other groups. Each day saw a different theme starting
with 'swimming' (lying on our bac1:s doing the bacl< stroke) and
ending the week 'pole dancing' (no explanation needed)!
Unfortunately due to a Bde and Regt comms ex, some pers had
to fly out late. So Maj Ros Brown, Capt Jez Wadia, Capt
Keiron Francis and W01(RSM) Ollie McGrail joined us on the
slopes and brought a new level of amusement. This included
Capt Francis demonstrating the body surfing technique down a
Black mogul field, and Maj Brown needing extra lessons in 'ski
recognition' after picking up a set of skis that weren't hers - in
fact this nearly caused an international incident with a very angry
local Austrian lady!

several years later. so it has been quite a round trip of a journey
for him. Our thanks must go to Capt Keiron Francis who has
held the fort as QC since Maj Lamb left and done a great job
too. We also welcome our new PSI Tech, Sgt Del Richards and
his family for his first posting with the TA. Del joins us from 200
Sig Sqn in Gemany and we look forward to working with him over
the next 2 years.
Eleven more recruits have been attested since the last Wire notes
went to press and manning is now at 134%! It's nice to start
making people fight for places in a TA unit now and several nonattenders have since been discharged.
884 Sig Tp in Brighton had the honour of receiving the Bde
Comd, Brig DA Hargreaves, to their Brighton TA Centre in early
March prior to Ex LIONS KEEP. The Bde Comd can now tick off
one more of the TA Centres within his Bde and has seen how we

and a good night was had by all. As we speak, Maj Lamb is just
preparing to deploy to Iraq with 12 Mech Bde.
Twelve members of the Sqn returned safely from the Regtl skiing
ex in Aus.tria. L~pl Stell~ ~ennings was the only one to damage
herself with a slight knee 1n1ury - nothing to do with apres ski for
a change. All member.s gained their Army Basic Ski Proficiency
Awards and 3 even gained their Advanced Skiing Awards as well
- shame they were let down by one senior member failing his
award ... no names!
Six members of the Sqn have also been chosen to attend the
Regtl AT ex trekking in India later this summer, where they will be
trekking in northern India up to 5500m, close to the Nepalese
border.
SHORT BACK AND SIDES - SUSSEX STYLE!
It seemed like a reasonable request from the guys at Sussex Past
(The Sussex_ Archaeological Society). 'Could 56 Sig Sqn, based at
Eastbourne 1n Sussex, help them to tidy up a local land mark?'
The figure of a man holding two upright staffs has been a
landmark overlooking the A27 between Lewes and Eastbourne
for centuries and like most elderly gentlemen, needed a little TLC

to restore himself to his former glory. As ever the spirit of
adventure rose up and we replied 'No problem'
So, on Easter Sunday, 15 members of the Sqn found themselves
perched precariously on the steepest bit on the South Downs we
could find, trimming the somewhat overgrown Long Man of
Wilmington.
Sig Len Mead_ or~anised the day's activities although cunningly
forgot to mention JUst how steep the hillside was. As we
progressed, cutting back the turf to expose the white painted
blocks and resetting those stones that had shifted over the years
W02 Martin Cooper was heard to say, 'We need more shampoo'
we've finished the Head and Shoulders now'. Our local FM radio '
station, Sovereign Radio, kept us company in the shape of
newsreader Sharon Williams. Although the live broadcast by the
OC, Capt Dutch Holland, was a little more breathless than it
should have been! It proved more difficult getting to the bottom
of the hill with his dignity intact than it looked.
The job done, the Sqn retired in good order for a few well
deserved beers. It was during the first pint that we announced
that in a couple of weeks we're going back to paint the blocks!
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The Regt has been busy in recent months preparing for the Bde
Casts and CORPSAAM. Members of the Regt also took part in a
ski exped to Austria ably led by SSgt Smith and the LAND
Championships in Scotland.

Recruits at 4 Div RTC
The skiers in relaxed mode

The week carried on much the same way with everyone
improving on their skills. Although, it must be said that the group
led by Cpl 'Shep' Sheperd were getting a bit of a reputation due
to their laughing at other group members misfortunes as they
'dobbed' into the snow. Was this because the OC and the SSM
were in the group? It certainly wasn't due to Cpl Lisa Green who
was awarded the best skier in the group. Perhaps it was due to
Sig Rebecca Hitchins when she joined the group on accelerated
promotion from the beginners ranks or Sgt 'Gordie' Shields who
nearly managed to stop snow ploughing - and when he 'egged'
it, he ended up in Germany! Or perhaps it was due to the fact
that the more you 'dobbed' the bigger the money pot at the end
was going to be! A report would not be complete without a
comment on the nocturnal activities, which ranged from gokarting, high wire confidence Oelly leg trg) and good old karaoke.
The latter saw Capt Carl Jelfs, 5 Sqn's own PSAO,
demonst ating his singing skills and Maj Carolyn Murison being
serenaded by Hans the bus driver singing 'Sweet Caroline'
... ahhh.
At the end of the week the tests were carried out with nea1 ly
everyone going away with a Basic Ski Proficiency (BSP) or
Advanced Ski Proficiency (ASP). The aim of the ex had been
achieved .
56 SIGNAL SQUADRON
A/QC
SSM

Capt I Holland
W02 S Hall

Firstly we should welcome our new QC, Capt Ian 'Dutch'
Holland who has just moved to us from HQ Sqn, where he has
been for the last couple of years. Dutch originally joined the
Regular Army at our TA centre and then also rejoined the TA here
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are slowly establishing ourselves as a minor unit in that TA centre,
sharing it with an Inf coy.

EXERCISE MERCURY GLACIER
Ex MERCURY GLACIER, the Royal Signals Alpine Ski and
Snowboard Trg Camp and Championships, were again held in
Kaprun, Austria. The Regt entered 2 teams for the
championships, seen in the photograph below.

fThe Bde ex, Ex LIONS KEEP with the police and emergency
services went very well and one of the more memorable events
for the Sqn was when we had to provide 2 Sigs to work for the
'liaison teams' at The Hilton Hotel at Gatwick. After leaving the
TA centre in a Land Rover our 2 Sigs and driver, SSgt Bob
Shevels were picked up by the traffic police in their very fast
Volvo traffic car and escorted with blue lights all the way into the
airport from the motorway. Little did the police realise that an
Army Land Rover (especially a TA 15 year old one) could only do
a maximum motorway speed down hill of about 50 mph! If the
event happened for real I think we would have deployed the Sqn
white van as it would have been faster. The ex incident centred
around specific terrorist activity. We provided all the secure
comms and assets required by the Bde staff of 2(1nf)Bde
including Brent, ERAS and a VTC call service back to the Bde
based in Shorncliffe, Kent. The REEBOK team also ran their outfit
very well and it was a great chance for all involved to see what
we may actually need to do for real one day if, God forbid, such
an event happened.

Some of the participants went out for a week's trg prior to the
Championships and were given expert tuition (some say
preferential treatment) by a very competent instructor, the Regt's
new CO, Lt Col Huw Jenkins. This was most beneficial as we
cleared the board by winning the TA Team Giant Slalom, TA Team
Slalom and the Combined against strong opposition from 31 and
33 Sig Regts. See you next year guys!
EXERCISE NORTHERN EXPOSURE - by Cpl Sean McAulay
After much ado and a hectic build up, Ex NORTHERN
EXPOSURE was finally up and running. The aim of the exped
was to take a group of novice skiers away for a week and get
them up to Basic Skiing Proficiency
Standard. The group was composed
of mixed abilities ranging from total
beginner to snowboarder and we
were off to Zell am See in Austria
over the period 24 March - 01 April
to hit the slopes!
We left Glasgow on 24 March and
after the drive from hell, across half
of Europe, we eventually arrived in
Austria 2 days later. It's all part of the
fun we were told!
Aye right! On the morning of 26
March, the day dawned bright and
clear and we headed enthusiastically
for the Kaprun Glacier to begin the
week's skiing.
At this stage everyone was split into
2 groups, those who could ski
(allegedly) and those who couldn't.
The skier_s went off to re-acquaint
themselves with their rusty skills and
the beginners started their tuition
under the guidance of SSgt Jacqui
Smith.

Breeding is going well in 56 Sig Sqn! Congratulations must go to
Lt Peter Mapledoram and his wife Suzanne on the birth of their
first child a healthy boy Benjamin, and also to OCdt Ed Board
and his wife Karen on the birth of their first son, another Ben.
Two more births are due in the near future from Sgt Paul Hawes
and his partner LCpl Laura French and one of our chefs, LCpl
Steven Jukes, will be a Dad later this year as well. There must
be something in the Sussex water!
A fitting farewell was said to our previous QC, Maj Anthony
Lamb, and his wife Linda . Guests included our Sqn Honorary
Colonel, Col Dexter, and his wife as well as the CO and the
Mayor and Mayoress of Eastbourne. Over 70 people attended
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Maj Cammy Payn, Capt Del Posthlewaite, W02(AQMS) Tam Davidson, SSgt Jackie Smith, Sgt
Gabbie Henderson, Sgt Lindsay Munro, LCp/ Lynne Henderson
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Over the course of the day it was
discovered that our resident
snowboarder, Cpl Brian Hendry was
a bit of a natural on the skis and
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Capt Jim McNaught proved himself to be a bit of a natural at
picking himself up and dusting hin1self down after a few
spectacular falls! In the "experier:c.;-d" group Sig Katie Begg
was setting the pace and the main aim was to hang onto her coat
tails I
Over the next couple of days SSgt Smith brought the standard of
skiing up to a level where we could merge everyone into the
same group and we set about exploring the mountain in earnest,
also going up the Schmittenhohe for the day for a change of
scene.
By this stage I had managed to fall and dislocate my thumb, Cpl
Hendry had done his knee in and Capt McNaught had some
huge blisters on his shins, however we skied on manfully. I was
also taking a bit of stick for my "admin" although I reckon Sig
Begg's was worse.
The week ended on a high with the group confidently flying down
the steeper slopes and with some of us trying (and failing) to
tackle the moguls.
After our last night in Club Kitzsteinhom it was a case of up bright
and early for the long drive home. We will surely return next year
due to the excellent hospitality, excellent weather and excellent
skiing.
All in all, we had a cracking week!!
QUAICH FOR MAJ P BRIDGEN RAO
A quaich was held for Maj Pete Bridgen who leaves the Regt on
retirement after 17 years with the Regt and 46 years total service
to the Army. He will be sadly missed by everyone in RHO and we
wish him all the very best for the future.
SQUADRON TRAINING WEEKEND (STW1) 12 - 14 JANUARY
2007 TRADE TRAINING
2007 kicked off for 51 Sqn with Trade Trg focused on our newest
toy, the Airwave Gateway Vehicle (AGV). The Sqn turned out in
force, as this was Sgt Melia's first weekend as acting Yeoman
and naturally he was out to impress.
For those who don't know, the AGV is a link veh allowing its
operators to extend the footprint of the Airwave network within a
localised area. Obviously useful for our UK Ops role as it allows a
link into the blue light services comms network. Or it will do as
soon as Airwave goes beyond the police in Scotland.
The Regt had offered resources in terms of kit and pers and this
was gladly taken up. The second AGV from 52 Sqn was on hand
to provide an excellent example of the need for proper kit maint
and fault finding.
Of rather more use were the subject matter experts in the form of
Capt Jephcote and Capt Ghandi, both of whom provided
excellent trg.
After the initial classroom phase of the weekend came the meat
of the trg; deploying the AGVs on the ground to establish comms
back to the GP. The ex scenario was of exceptional rain resulting
in flooding in the Elgin area.
The Sqn was duly impressed by OC's, Maj Linda Smith,
connections, as strong winds and heavy rain was available to
enhance the trg experience from deployment until exactly EndEx.
Despite the darkness and filthy weather of an Aberdeenshire
January evening, comms were established within an hr of the
vehs leaving Gordon Barracks. This was regarded as particularly
impressive as many of the operators were new to AGV.
Injected faults also provided trg for the tech sp team and resulted
in an 'energetic debate' over the net in perfect VP between LCpl
Sweeney and Sgt Gray about the correct use of call signs.
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Rather fess amusing was an unnamed officer on the net
requesting that some co-ordinates be repeated!
Sunday morning was greeted with a dawn chorus of young Sigs
discovering just how cold the hostel showers at Gordon Barracks
are. "Its warm enough - the waters still moving" . The loudest
protests came from Sig 'Ponytail' Coutts, whose coi~ure h~d
drawn so much criticism in the Clansman bar the previous night.
The rest of the weekend was HF trg around the site and VP. The
latter providing some hilarity as the Chinese whispers moved
round various stations.
In summary a busy and intense weekend that left all attendees
thoroughly satisfied ; well done Ricky!
STW2 2 - 4 FEBRUARY 2007 - SQUADRON BURNS SUPPER

"T' squidroon githered oon a Frid'y nicht ta gan tat' Elgin
oor braw Burns supper und MUTTs traan'in." The journey
our satellite Tp's location was fairly jovial and uneventful.
have far more modern facilities, folk were looking forward
relatively comfortable weekend .

TAC far
up to
As they
to a

On arrival in Elgin, the first clue as what the weekend had in store
was LCpl Gray asking locally based Sig Morrison for directions
to the back door. With a helpful reply of "Somewhere round the
back" its clear Ian will be a loss to the Sqn when he joins the
RAF full time in a few months - we're recommending him for
officer selection. He took the ensuing ribbing with the humour we
have come to expect.
Saturday was a bright and early start with everyone looking
forward to getting on the ranges. Everyone was kitted up and
ready to go by 0730hrs, just in time to be told the civvies range
staff weren't on duty until 0900hrs. An improvised pistol lesson
from SSgt Burnett entertained the troops during the delay.
The weather was cracking, a clear day at the Binhill site which is
a scenic coastal gallery range and forested area a few miles from
Elgin. This all made for an enjoyable round robin of BCD, CBRN
and shooting MATTs.
Amongst the highlights of the day was Cpl Briggs coaching new
Sigs on the importance of using the aide memoir to BCD, and
then leaving his own copy at the waiting area. Also the grin on
Sig McRobb's face after the virgin shooter was introduced to the
pistol would probably have scared her children more than the fact
she was earmarked for the shooting team on the spot.
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THE DERBY TROPHY
The Derby Trophy is an annual event hosted by 42(NW) Bde to
test the mil skills of all Bde units. This year it was run by 156 Regt
RLC over the wee end 17/18 February in and around the
Catterick Trg Area. A team of sect strength from 42 Sqn were
nominated to represent the Regt and 2Lt Hazel Ashton drew the
short straw as the sect comd .

The Sqn team put up a good performance in this gruelling and
challenging event but suffered a casualty when Sig Adam
Southworth injured his leg on the clearance patrol stand. This
was a large factor in the team gradually losing its leading position
at the half way stage, to slip back to 8th out of 1O in the final
team positions. However; considering the limited time for trg and
preparation, it was a good showing and 2Lt Ashton is to be
congratulated for being the only female officer leading a team!
The team worked together well and learned a lot of valuable
lessons as well as enjoying the experience in a masochistic way.
Never one to settle for second best, Hazel Ashton is determined
that next year she will become the first female officer to lead in
the winning team .

SSM Riach , the noted Burns scholar, had uncovered a new poem
'Muckle Para' in homage to a renowned 'Giant in Maroon Tights'
- 21C, Capt Granitza who was highly amused .
The Sqn would like once more to express its thanks to all those
whose efforts made the evening such a success.
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The Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester with Capt Gerry
Whelan and Lt Col Peter Darroch, Chairman of The Greater
Manchester and District Committee of the ABF

EXERCISE NORTHERN MANCUNIAN ENDEAVOUR 19 - 26
MARCH 07
During March this year, members of 42 Sig Sqn carried out a
skiing AT ex in Austria. The ex was aimed at getting novice skiers
up to a standard which would enable them to pass the Basic Ski
Proficiency Course (Alpine) and intermediate skiers to the
Advanced Ski Proficiency level. The ex was organised by Capt
Gerry Whelan and the exped leader was the Sqn OC, Maj Andy
Quinn. Sqn pers were accommodated at Walgaukaserne, an
Austrian Army barracks in Bludesch and the ex was conducted in
the Arlberg ski area, using several ski resorts of which St Anton is
probably the most famous. Seventeen members of the Sqn took
part under the eagle eyes of the Chief Instructor, Lt Glen Martin,
and W02 Dave Smith, from 165 Port Regt RLC based in
Southampton, who was attached as the second instructor.

Awaiting our return to Elgin was the Sqn's Burns Supper. With
SQMS , SSgt Shand organising events again this was as much of
a draw as the MATTs trg. With catering from SSgt Collins (on
loan from Aberdeen UOTC) and our own Sig Cooper, the food
was fantastic - showing the advantage of having a professional
as chef.

Less intended humour came from the readings by Sig Coutts
and LCpl Burgess - apparently the beauty of Burns does not
adapt well to a thick Yorkshire accent. "It's been written In
BATCO" was not accepted as an excuse.

The .walk was the latest in a series of 4 annual fund raising walks
earned out by the Sqn which has so far raised over £1 O 000 for
charity. The previous walks traced the conventional Co;st to
~oast route from St Bee's Head in Cumbria to Robin Hood's Bay
1n North Yorkshire, made famous by the celebrated walker and
author Alfred Wainright. This year, it is planned to carry out a
Coast to Coast walk with a difference, and walk along the Offa's
Dyke Path which weaves its way in and out of the English/Welsh
border for more than 170 miles from Treuddyn in North-east
Wales, to Sedbury Cliffs on the Severn Estuary in south
Gloucestershire.

The competition involves navigating your team around a series of
stands in a fully tactical scenario. Stands this year covered a wide
range of mil skills and included veh ambush, clearance patrol,
ranges, veh recovery, river crossing, FIBUA, harbour drills, radio
stand, night shoot, casevac drill and finally the falling plate
competition.

Also amusing was Pay Clerk, LCpl Burgess demanding to know
who'd picked up his webbing whilst the Sqn was cleaning wpns,
after a suitable stunned pause he was advised "You 're wearing it
you fanny!"

The evening's poetry was led from the front with OC, Maj Smith's
'Ode to the Haggis'. Then came the equally traditional MT Sgt
Lawson's now infamous 'Ode to a Fart' .

walk in 2006 across England, following the route of Hadrian's Wall
from Bowness on Solway to Wallsend near Newcastle.

42 Squadron Derby Trophy Team - 2Lt Hazel Ashton, Sig Mike
Welsh, LCpl Mark Sowden, Cpl Rob Smith, Sig John Mcvean
with SSgt Mike Hanna and Sig AidenThomas in the background

ARMY BENEVOLENT CURRY LUNCH
A curry lunch was held on Sunday 25 February 07 in the TA
Centre at Norman Road, on behalf of the Greater Manchester and
District Committee of the Army Benevolent Fund. This is an
annual fund raising event which the Sqn has had the pleasure of
hosting for the past 2 years. To help swell the coffers this year, a
cheque for £2,500 was presented by the PSAO, Capt Gerry
Whelan, to The Lord Lieutenant of Greater Manchester, Col Sir
John Timmings KCVO OBE TD. This represented money raised
by the PSAO and other members of the Sqn during a sponsored
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Courtesy of Swiss Air, the party flew from Manchester to Zurich in
Switzerland where hire transport was picked u:i for the onward
journey over the Swiss/Austrian border to Walgaukaserne in
Bludesch at the Western end of Austria, near Lichtenstein.
Walgaukaserne is used as a base for AT under the auspices of
the UK/Austrian Bilateral Trg Programme. This is part of a
reciprocal programme which covers a broad spectrum of trg
intended to establish closer working relationships between the
UK and Austrian military. The camp offers comfortable barrack
accn and excellent facilities with saunas, a gym and the use of
the SNCOs' and ORs' Messes and bars.
The ski slopes of the Arlberg ski area are only a short trip from
the camp and offer superb slopes suitable for all levels of skiers.
The party split into 2 groups and spent the first 2 days on the
slopes of the Sonnenkopf in the Klosterle area, in weather that

215

was cold and overcast. Thi!> proved to be a torrid time for some
members of the party, who r:.3eded to regain their ski legs and
their confidence and for the r,omplete beginners, who struggled
with the trials and tribulations of unfamiliar eqpt and the problems
of staying upright for more that a few mins.
On Day 4, it was decided to move the intermediate group to St
Christopher where the s!opes were more testing, while the ..
beginners remained on the Sonnenkopf. By this t ime the ~k11ng
was beginning to improve, along with the weather, and sp1nts
were lifting as the wi pe outs became a thing of the past. _The
beginners were particularly enjoying the Sonnenkop:'. which is
reached after a long gondola ride and where you ski 1n a natur~I
basin surrounded by the snow covered Alps. With the sun shining
from a clear blue sky and wide smooth slopes to practise on, the
rapid increase in morale was clearly apparent as the suntan lotion
was applied .
By now everyone had entered into the sw ing of things and as the
good weather remained and the instruction began to pay off, the

All too soon it seemed it was the end of the ex and time to thank
Austrian Army hosts for looking after us so well and as a
~;rk of our appreciation, to present them with a plaque to put up
in their SNCOs' Mess. It was then back ~n the autobahn to
Switzerland for the return flight. from Zunch to Manchester. The
· had been a memorable one and the aim of the exercise had
t np
·
t
h
't
been achieved . It is hoped to repeat the tnp nex year w ~n 1
should be possible to run an advanced cou rse for the beginners
of this year as well as another basic one for other Sqn members ..

received.
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MIDLAND SOLDIER 2007

Cpl Paula Scully and LCpl Emma Warburton deployed on Op
TELEC 7 with 12 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn, a~ part of 7 Armd Bde
HQ & Sig Sqn under comd of Maj Andy Percival 1n A.ugu.st 05.
After work-up trg at Sqn HQ in Hohne, Germany, which included
a trip back to the UK to complete a Joint Operational Command
Service (JOGS) course at HMS Collingwood, they travelled with
the Sqn to Basra Air Station (BAS) 1n October. This was to be
their home for the next 12 months, alth ough they did not realise
this at the time. During this period they were employed
operating the JOGS IT system and normally w orked on
the JOGS help desk at BAS, but had the opportunity to
travel around Iraq on trouble shooting missions to sort
out JOGS problems in Camp Smitty, Palace Barracks and
other locations.

37 Sig Regt participated in Midland Soldier 2007 from 05 - 11
March 07 at Site 4 in MOD Stafford . This was a One Army
Recruiting Exhibition run by HQ 143 (WM) Bde. The Exhibition
consisted of all recruiting teams from across the West Midlands.
37 Sig Regt was part of the Royal Signals Exhibition, which was
represented by both Regular and TA units. The Signal Units
involved were 30 Sig Regt, the Corps Recruiting Team and 35
and 37 Sig Regts. The aim of the exhibition was to alert the
public's attention to what the Army has to offer throughout all
employment opportunities. This was done by way of a mil display
using all Inf, Specialist Comms and Corps Units in a mock up
Balkans situation. This was followed by every individual being
escorted round all stands in the morning and then allowed to free
roam in the afternoon. Most of the audience came from schools
(12 - 16 years) and colleges (16 - 18 years) and a total of about
6000 individuals came throughout the week. There were 2 nights
for TA and Cadets to visit within the week. The last Saturday was
set aside for a families ' open day for all Regular, TA families and
friends.

They finally ended their tour in November 06, having
spent just over a year in Basra. They returned to
Manchester in January this year with medals and a wealth
Skiing in the Mberg - the beginners group with their ~nstructor, W~2 Dave
of experience, which will help them considerabl~ in their.
Smith. 2Lt Hazel Ashton, Sig Aiden Thomas, SSgt Mike Hanna, ~1g Karen
TA careers. Not content to rest on their laurels since their
Cochrane, Sgt Eddie Hart, Sig Andy Chilton and W02 Dave Smith on the
return, Cpl Scully has passed her C+E course and is.
Sonnenkopf summit
going on a Class 1 trade course in t he near future while
LCpl Warburton has passed her det comd course and is
whole party moved to St Christopher to give the beginners a
currently on a HGV driving course.
change of scenery and more of a challenge. By this stage .
Instead of looking forward to getting off the slopes and getting
out of the ski kit , it w as difficult to get people to leave the slopes,
even with the lure of the apres ski bars and restaurants
beckoning from the villages down in the valleys.

This success made the usual end of the day beer in ' Bar Keio'
taste that much better and the students were able to show their
appreciation to their instructors for t he excellent tuition they had

co

OPERATIONS

At the end of their tour, they were given the opportunity to
extend in theatre for a further 6 months on Op TELIC 8
with 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn under comd of Maj Fred
Hargreaves. Volunteering for a transfer to the Electronic
Counter Measures (Force Protection) Tp (ECM(FP) Tp),
they were employed as Sp Tp techs and specialists. This
entailed being responsible for first line repairs of UK ECM
eqpt within several BG locations and delivering trg to
both troops on the ground and new arrivals in theatre
through RSOI presentations. Despite the extended tour,
the experience proved to be thoroughly enjoyable and the
feeling that they were doing a vital job on an equal footing
with their regular counterparts w as an important part of
their job satisfaction.

As the week progressed, most members of the party had
graduated from snow plough turns to quite respectable skiing
and were able to negotiate their way safely down slopes they
would not have dreamed of venturi ng on at the start of the week.
The more advanced skiers were on the Black slopes by this time
and were keeping up wit h Lt 'Bodie Miller' Martin in fine style.
o n the penultimate day of the trip, it was time for the dreaded
assessments when every member of the group had to pass the
scrutiny of Glenn Martin and Dave Smith to earn their Basic or
Advanced certificates. The beginners were assessed on the
sunny slopes of the Sonnenkopf, while the intermediate group
w ere taken up to the summit of the Ulmer Hutte at 2270m for
their final test. Happily, there were no failures and the majority
achieved Basic skier status with 4 members of the party reaching
Advanced and W02(RQMS) Rooster Coburn earning a
recommendation to apply for an instructor's course.
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CONGRATULATIONS
Finally, through the medium of The Wire , all members of the Sqn
wish to congratulate Lt Glen Martin, our ever popular Tp Comd
and AT Instructor, on his thoroughly deserved promotion to Captl
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During the evenings the following activities were attended :
sledging, down a 3km marked sledge route, skidoo rides up a ski
slope and riding down on an inflated inner tube. A ski show,
which was organised by the local ski school (our ski instructor,
SSgt Pete Harris, was included). He skied in formation with 9
other Austrian Ski Instructors while flying the Corps Colours.
The variety of ski disciplines and locations allowed the instructors
to choose the best trg area demanded by the local w eather. The
accn was well placed to allow the minimum amount of travel time
to and from the trg areas. All members of the exped enjoyed
themselves and gained ski qualifications as well as new
experiences. This exped has developed personalities, improved
teamwork and proved a tremendous incentive for the retention
and recruitment of soldiers. Our thoughts are with Cpl Daveron
and we all wish her a speedy complete recovery.
SUPPORT SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

oc
SSM

The 37 Sig Regt aim was to advertise the TA, in particular the
Royal Signals. We formed a combined stand with 35 Sig Regt
who displayed wpns, eqpt and rations. Our stand consisted of
comms eqpt. The average age group throughout the week was
14, so our aim was to plant the seed of what opportunities are
available for the future within the TA and Regular Army.
The team consisted of the Regtl Ops Sp Officer (ROSO) Capt
Steve Huyton, Sgt Nick Caswell from 67 (QOWWY) Sqn
(Stratford}, Sgt Carroll (REME), Cpl Green (Regular), Sigs
Beardall also from 67 (QOWWY) Sqn and O'Donnell from Sp
Sqn. The team worked hard throughout the week to publicise the
TA and the opportunities t hat were on offer. Prior to the Exhibition
each Sqn ad vertised within their respective locations with 2 aims:
to recruit potential applicants and to advertise the event. This
activity was very successful in that each Sqn recruited an average
of 4 recruits and as a Regt we took 22 potential recruits to see
the Exhibition.
EXERCISE VON TRAPP DRAGON 2 - 11 FEBRUARY 07
Everyone arrived at the RHO at 1300hrs on Friday; s1'i clothing
was issued and loaded onto the coac h and we departed at
1400hrs. The coach journey was trouble free and we arrived at
the ex location at 1500hrs on the Saturday. The return journey
was also trouble fee. On arrival we settled into our accn and
prepared ourselves for 6 days of skiing. There appeared to be a
lack of snow on arrival but ski areas were opened and by skiing
at higher altitudes, we found good snow on piste conditions.
The beginners group trained around St Ulrich in cross country
and alpine ski techniques, and later on ascended to the
Steinplatter ski area. Due to the lack of snow, snow holing was
not practised, but avalanche awareness, and search rescue drills
were practiced .

Cpl Paula Scully and LCpl Emma Warburton on their way to
Camp Smitty piloting their own Hercules!

remained in Hospital for 2 weeks in Austria and was transferred
to a hospital in Manchester. She is currently at home and still
receiving treatment for her injuries.

The intermediate and advanced groups skied at St Ulrich,
Fiebebrunn and the Stein Platter ski areas. Due to the lack of offpiste snow, ski touring was not available. It was at Fiebebrunn
that Cpl Louise Daveron was hit by an Austrian ski instructor,
who was travelling at speed. She required resuscitation and
immediate helicopter evacuation to Innsbruck Hospital. The
resuscitation was carried out by SSgt 'Robbo' Robertson, while
2 members of the group alerted the ski patrol. Cpl Daveron
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Maj Riley
W02(SSM) Mansell

EX VIXENS CHALLENGE
Sp Sqn deployed to Nesscliffe trg camp over the weekend 23 25 February 2007 to participate in Ex VIXENS CHALLENGE,
which was a Regtl lnter-Sqn Skills competition. The aim of the
weekend was to enhance and test teams in a variety of mil and
trade skills and also encou rage a competitive element between
the Sqns. The results of this competition were to be the final
towards the CO's Champion Sqn Award. Over the past year Sp
Sqn has participated at all levels of this competition and secured
the completion of Champion Sqn by gaining overall winners of Ex
VIXENS CHALLENGE and therefore being awarded Champion
Sqn for 2007.
Although the wi nning team on t he day gave a high account of
themselves, others with in the Sqn who have contributed over the
year also need to be recognised , including those that have
provided sp. This is truly a complete team effort that takes place
over a 12 month cycle. Well done, now the w ork starts to retain
the Award .
96 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

oc
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Maj Simon Jenner
W02(SSM) Andy Bennett

February saw the start of trg for the Lanyard Trophy 2007 led by
SSgt Chris Moore. The route took them across the Malvern Hills
and was designed as a tester for those who weren't sure how
they'd cope with hill walking. The turn out wasn 't too bad but a
number of people were away on Ex VON TRAPP DRAGON, the
Regt skiing exped. Thankfully this didn 't detract from the trg, the
weather held out and this resulted in a decent day of trg, with a
few people looking like they may become key players in the
attempt to beat the 17hrs 23mins set by last years 37 Sigs TA
team who were runners up.
Moving into March we needed to wrap up the last few people not
bounty qualified and ran Ex SPRING DAWN, a MATTs weekend
for the trained soldiers and a BSS weekend for those due to
attend the trade camp at the end of April. A CBRN practical is
always an enjoyable morning, especially when you have to shoot
in your respirator not long after and complete a CFT that
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afternoon. For those staying ~ack in camp. LCpl Corine
Mohammed , much to the de11ght of the troops, led a day of SSS.
As it happened, they were all looking to become technicians, so
to brighten their day up even more, we put sc·ne basic theory in
at the end of the day. The evening saw the overhaul of the Sqn
bar to tum it in to something resembling a relaxed social area
rather than a room with a pool table at the end. A good job done
by all and numbers are always steady in the bar after a Tuesday
night.

Ex VIXENS OUTING was the chance for the trained soldiers from
96 to show off thei r knowledge and they were tasked with
providing a Commcen for a Sqn comd team.

The ex was held at Donnington TDC and provided plenty of areas
to set up EDWIN, VTC and the two Commcens amongst others.
The ops were therefore kept busy providing sp to the Sqn comd
teams, the techs were roled as a helpdesk via phone lines
extended in from EDWIN and were reacting to real t ime faults.
The electricians were out providing the power for the ex while
learning about the new lightweight fd generators (LFG) and the
untrained pars were being taken through all the different aspects
of the set-up, so that it won't be completely alien to them in
future. A good ex and very useful to get everyone bac k into the
swing of things after being away from comms for a while whilst
providing a realistic experience of the role t hey would be
expected to provide in the event of an Op COMPASS callout.

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col AD Smith MBE TD
W01 (RSM) M Simcock

HQ AND 64 SIGNAL SQUADRON
COMIC RELIEF FUNDRAISING - 6 MARCH 2007
- by Sig Lisa Quinn
With t he help of some recruits who volunteered their services and
with sp from all ranks in HQ Sqn and 64 Sig Sqn, I was able to
organise a night, concentrated on raising money for Comic Relief.
The main aim w as to raise money for a good cause but it w as
also a chance for both Sqns to socialise and have some ' fun '.
The event w as held in the Junior Ranks Club at the Manor Top TA
Centre in Sheffield on Tuesday 6 March, w hen a wide variety of
games and activities were held, all w ith the aim of separating
members of the Regt from their money!
We held a quiz, which teams paid to enter, w ith the prize being
half the entry fees . The winning team members were Capt Colin
Milne, Capt Gary Cundy, W02 Andy Medley, SSgt Melanie
Widdows and SSgt Barry Baldwin. However when the result
was announced, they generously decided that they would donate
their prize money to Comic Relief.
Other participants paid to guess the number of sweets in a large
jar. The jar and its contents were won by SSgt Mark Butcher.
There were many other games and activities taking place, one of
which w as 'How Strong Are You?' This game entailed individuals
having to hold a sledge hammer with an outstretched arm for as
long as possible. The winner of this game was SSgt Graeme
Honeywood.
The climax of the night was when Cfn Leon Mason had his (very)
hairy legs w axed. He had raised considerable sponsorship for the
c hallenge, so he had to go through w ith it on the night. These
things are always much easier to volunteer for than to endure.
Overall, we raised over £300 on the night. So a big thank you and
congratulations to everyone who participated, supported and
contributed to the event, making the evening a resounding
success which raised a considerable sum for a good cause.
EXERCISE COASTAL CHALLENGE

route. It was planned that the walk would be completed over a 2
day period, with all walkers resting for the night at an admin area
that had been set up at Whitby. The weather for the w alk on Day
1 was fine but windy but during Day 2, it deteriorated and the
walkers had to face gale force w inds. As a result of the
horrendous conditions the walk was abandoned due to concerns
for the safety of the participants on a cliff top w alk in such
dangerous conditions. However all was not lost because they all
completed the remaining miles on gym eqpt (Treadmill , Rowing
Machine and Exercise Bike) at the Manor Top TA Centre.
As a result, the full m ileage of 38 miles w as achieved, despite a
number of participants suffering from blisters in unexpected
places. Overall it was a highly successful event with a total of
£1500 raised for the nominated c harities.
46 SIGNAL SQUADRON
A NEW APPROACH TO RECRUITING
As the main effort for the TA is cu rrently recruiting and with the
new Mandatory Annual Training Tests (MATTs) requiring a more
robust approach to fitness , it seemed logical to try and link the 2
elements toget her as part of a KAPE event in Derby. As the
current OC, Capt James Hubbard lives in a gym , he w as able to
persuade Virgin Active to agree to a joint promotion between the
Army and Virgin Active at their fitness centre in Derby on 23
March.
The Idea was simple. The Army would promote the event and
man stands outside the Virgin Active premises while Virgin Active
would allow the Army access to its 9,000 Derby club members (or
as we saw it , 9,000 potential recruits for the Army). The theme
followed that of the Armyfit campaign , the current 'Gucci' adverts
on the television promoting the sports that we 'don't ' do and
places we never seem to get too.

If anybody had found it all too much, they would have been
reassured by the presence of D Det (222) C Sqn, 4 GS Med R t
ever though they had an injured 'body' on their stand (non_ eg '
hu~an I a~_sure yodu!tl. As for our Sqn stand, the demo of the living
an opera 1ng con 1ions in an FFR det came as a bit of a shock
to some member~ of the public. However this was more than
offset by 1mpress1ve HF radio demonstrations and their minds
were soon put at ease.

event by the Mayor of Derby, Cllr John Ahern and his wife.

Thank~ go to all those involved in the planning, preparation and
execution of the event. As an initial trial it proved once again that
the Army, both Regular and Territorial, are able to work effectively
together. The event was so successful for Virg in
Active tha~ they have started talks about repeating
the event 1n Derby and are looking to run a similar
event in Sheffield in conjunction with HQ and 64
Sig Sqns

Fund

It proved to be a long and not particularly warm day, which
always seems to be the case when you know you are going to be
outside all day. However the stands attracted a lot of interest
from the public, with a climbing wall, supplied by 143 Army Youth
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Ex NORTHERN ICE RAM, the Regtl skiing trip, was held over the
week 17-24 March 07. Nine members of the Regt flew from
Doncaster to Salzburg for the ex which was held at St Ulrich, in
the Austrian resort area of Pilersee.
On arrival we were slightly concerned to see that the weather
a~ peared to be better suited to summer hill walking than ski ing,
with the _temperature at a balmy 17 degrees c. After a day spent
on the high slopes of Stienplatte, dodging patches of grass and
r~cks we '!"ere desperately in need of some snow - and snow it
did, continuously for 4 days, producing some of the best powder
cond1t1ons that we have skied on.
Overall, the group enjoyed an excellent week's skiing during
which_ every member of the team was able to improve upon their
technique and their style, both on and off the piste.
93 SIGNAL SQUADRON
SKYDIVING IN CALIFORNIA - EXERCISE MERCURY PERRIS
DRAGON (14 - 29 MARCH 2007) - by Cpl David Rogers-Pooley
It "."a.s a grey day that saw Cpl Dave Rogers-Pooley, Sig Kath
Wilkinson and Sig Simon Bond, all members of 93 Sig Sqn
report to the Joint Services Parachute Club (JSPC) at Nethe;avon
on Wednesday 14 March 07 to join 13 other Advanced Free Fall

iiiii;:::----.----------~~~--~--

64 SIGNAL SQUADRON - by Capt Hamish Fell
64 Sig Sqn has continued to be busy over these
last few months with individuals being involved in
this tasking or that. However Sqn and Regtl trg
weekends have been fairly thin on the ground; I
believe the phrase is 'quality not quantity'.
The Sqn continues to recruit well, with 12 new
recruits on the books and 2 officer cadets
scheduled to attend their commissioning course
during the summer.
The final Regtl Cadre weekend of the trg year
nearly didn't take place at Altcar in Lancashire over
the weekend of the 9 - 11 of February due to
heavy snow which caused the MTWO to stop the
Regt from moving on safety grounds. Predictably
t h o u~h, t he snow was all but gone by 0800hrs on the Saturday
morning, so the whole Regt moved at best speed to Altcar where
members of the Regt completed their MATTs and qualified for
their Bounty.

During the month leading up to the event, the Sqn distributed
flyers and generally promoted interest in the day throughout the
city and local radio adverts were broadcast during the week prior
to the event. The aim was to encourage members of the public
who were interested in their fitness and general well -being to take
an interest in the Army. The promotional campaign was very
successful w ith over 200 places being booked at Virgin Active for
the event.
Although the idea came from our Capt Hubbard, who also led
the successful negotiations with Virgin Active, the participation in
the event was not confined to 46 Sig Sqn and it was opened up
to all local Regular and TA units within the Derby area.
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' Go~dies' were handed out at the general interest stand by
soldiers of 1 IA'.FR and the AFCO in Derby. TA PTls took Virgin
memb~rs ~nd interested members of the public through militarystyle ~1rcu1t trg and the Annual Personal Fitness Test (APFT), both
of which were very well received by the participants

The day was. highly successful with Virgin Active and 46 Sig Sqn
both rom~ting themselves and equally, if not more importantly,
demonstr~t1ng the key role of the wider Army within the City of
Derby. This was endorsed and re-enforced during a visit to the

Towards the end of 2006, pers from 64 Sig Sqn, along with some
from HQ Sqn, both part of Sheffield Station 38 Sig Regt, travelled
up to the North East coast to do a sponsored walk in order to
raise money for 3 nominated charities, namely: Macmillan Cancer
Fund , The Bluebell Children's Hospice and The Army Benevolent

The walk started from Saltburn-On-Sea and ended at
Scarborough, a distance of 38 miles along a very scenic coastal

Team from ATR Lichfield being favoured by the children.

Sig Kath Wilkinson high above southern California
(AFF) students for a day of ground trg prior to our journey to
sunny California, USA
~fte~ a ~ull days' travelling, we arrived in the dusty town of Perris,
iust 1n time for last orders and the first chance to meet the
experienced skydivers and instructors that made up the
remainder of the 46 strong exped. Friday morning took us
straight into the course and after some refresher trg we took to
t_he air for the first time in the Shark (or at least a plane painted
like one). Despite having 2 instructors with us, it was both an
exciting an? scary event: Most of us don't remember a thing
about the time from leaving the plane until we had two feet back
on te~ra firma and could breathe calmly again. In the evening we
all retired to the Bomb Shelter, the drop zone's on-site bar, which
became our regular evening haunt.

We were all relieved that we'd made it through the first day and
were eager for the next jump. For the 93 Sqn members, this was
to ?~ after a ~ay's stand down, which we made the most of by
v1s1t1ng San Diego. On the way we fitted in a trip to the US Air
Force base at Miramar and as an added bonus, we discovered
that the Gaslight District in San Diego had been taken over by a
massive street party with live bands to celebrate St Patrick's Day.

The final day of Ex Northern Ice Ram
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The next day saw us having an early start back at Perris and we
were ready to jump by lunchtime. Most of us found that 45 secs
of 120 mph freefall was an excellent way to clear a hangover.
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The following few days ware a waiting game for the AFF students
as high winds and low c louds kept grounding us. This however
gave us time in the wind tunnel to work on our in-air body
positions and to practice the \A::::hniques required to turn whilst
free falling. Two students were ::Jcky enough to fit in a lift though
during a break in the weather uut as they jumped the clouds
came back in. All the students on the ground were straining their
eyes searching for any sign of them without any success.
My view of the event was somewhat different as I was one of the
2 students who jumped (earning me the nickname Dangerous
Dave). I opened my parach ute at 4500 ft but all I could see were
clouds below me. With such a feeling of empty space all around,
the moment is yours and it doesn't belong to anyone else. It was
a fantastic feeling.
After only a short time in clear sky, I entered the clouds and
remained in them for another 2500 ft only breaking through when
I was 1000 ft from the ground . I looked around and but couldn't
recognise any landmarks and certainly not the airfield or DZ. I had
to quickly assess the situation and the only place I could see
where I could land safely was a Costco car park. Kids were
w aving at me and shouting in disbelief as I made a perfect
landing, as if landing in a supermarket car park was an every day
event. Feeling smug with myself, I put my parachute under one
arm and my helmet under the other and headed off, walking into
the sunset.
Cars were stopping and asking me if I needed a lift back to the
OZ and it was only then that I learned that I had landed 4.5 miles
from the DZ. An hour later, both cloud-walkers arrived back at the
OZ, much to the relief of everyone else. After our experience,
there were to be no more jumps that day so everyone took
advantage of the unexpected free time and visited the local
shopping malls to pick up a few bargains. Over the next few
days the weat her improved considerably. This allowed everyone
to catch up on their jumps, to complete the AFF levels 1-8 and
then begin their consolidation jumps.
At the end of the week, to celebrate our jumping success we
visited 'Stampede!' which turned out to be 'The Venue' for a
Saturday night out in Temecula. Most of the AFF students went
along and experi enced what seemed to us to be something out
of the old Wild West. It was a crazy night among some real
cowboys and gals who appeared to live to line dance!
On the following day, our second Sunday, we were stood down
again and this allowed us more time for sightseeing. Five of us
took a road trip to LA, fitting in Thai food in Malibu before hitting
the shops and the famous Hoot ers Bar in Santa Monica.
Monday and Tuesday were the last days for jumping and again
we were struggling wit h the wind and cloud cover. However by
the end of the last day, we had all completed our 10
consolidation jumps and were officially Cat 8 Skydivers. A few of
us had even managed to get a few extra jumps in. It was
obviously time for more celebrations and the last night was a
good old knees-up at the Bomb Shelter with a BBQ and plenty of
stones from everyone, allowing most of us to travel home with
mega hangovers but a new diversion to pick up back home.

the Regt. The medals awarded were a reflection of the diverse
skills and abilities of the Regt. The Adjt. Capt Abby Parkinson,
received the Op HERRICK medal following her tour in Helmand
Province as S03 ECM in support of Comd British Forces and 16
Air Asslt Bde over the period March - July 06. Also presented
with an op medal was Corporal Greg Smith , who received the
Op TELIC medal for his service as a Sect 21C on Force Protection
Duties in Iraq over the period Febru ary - November 06 in support
of 1 (UK) Log Sn.
The other 2 recipients received the Volunteer Reserve Service
Medal (VRSM). This is awarded on completion of 10 years
qualifying service as a Territorial officer or soldier. The 2 recipients
were Sgt Zoe Schofield, who in 2004 - 05 deployed on Op
TELIC 5 as Rear Link Det Comd attached to 204 Sig Sqn and to
LCpl Louise Birch, who since joining the TA on 24 M arch has
served in the Regt 96 as a chef, Driver Electrician and since 2002
as a Mil Clerk. She is currently heavily involved n the transition
from UN ICOM to JPA.

RSM

Lt Col CS Tallents TD
W01 (RSM) P Joyce

265 (KCLY) SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc

Maj Palmer
W02(SSM) Feather

Having ensured all required individual eqpt was complete (total
weight over 25kgs) we departed TAC Bexleyheath and arrived at
Longmoor just before 2200hrs. However, it was to become a
classic 'hurry up and wait' as only half of the other teams had
arrived and the brief was delayed until 2359hrs!

The evening concluded with an excellent buffet in the Junior
Ranks Club, prepared by W02 Andy Medley and SSgt Melanie
Widdows, where Brig Hargreaves joined the rest of the Sheffield
Station pers in congratulating the medal recipients.
'IF I CAN, YOU CAN' - 8 MARCH 2007 - by Capt Abby
Parkinson
An event sponsored by the Lord Mayor entitled , ' If I Can , you
Can', supporting children from local schools in disadvantaged
areas of Sheffield, was held at the Sheffield Town Hall on 8 March
2007.

MEDAL PRESENTATIONS
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This year, 265 (KCLY) Sp Sqn submitted 2 teams for The Courage
Trophy (a mil skills competition open to all London-based TA
units) held at Longmoor Camp during the period Friday 30 March
- Sunday 1 April.

Sgt Zoe Schofield and LCp/ Louise Birch receive VRSMs from the
Brigade Commander

Capt Abby Parkinson with attentive children
The event sought to inspire and broaden the horizons of 150
young girls aged 11 - 13 from primary schools all over the city.
Thirty positive female role models from various sectors of the
community, including Police Inspectors, engineers, MPs,
successful business owners, entrepreneurs and community and
charity activists attended the workshop to demonstrate the vast
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event was a huge success, raising the children's sights and
broadening their awareness of opportunities and career paths
o~en to them in the future. 38 Sig Regt supports activities like
this in the community wherever possible and has been involved in
a number of council led initiatives and charity events across the
Midlands.

71st (YEOMANRY) SIGNAL REGIMENT

"I feel as if every part of my body has been systematically beaten
with a meat-tenderiser and not in a good way! ". These were the
words of Lt J ames Greenrod (265 Sqn Team 8), OC Team 4,
after cor:ipleting the recent Courage Trophy. They summed up
the sentiments of everyone in the team.

VISIT BY COMMANDER 2 (NC) SIGNAL BRIGADE

The visit coincided with a previously scheduled open evening for
potential recruits and following a briefing by the CO, Lt Col
Andrew Smith , the Brig visited the open evening and after a tour
of the recruiting stands, he presented medals to 4 members of

Capt Abb~ Parkinson attended the workshop to offer an insight
into Army life and to spur interest in future Army careers. The

SSM

Being a Territorial is just fantastic - one week you can be on
Sennybridge or Warcop in the cold and rain, the next week out in
California skydiving . It just doesn't get any better than this!

On 27 March 07, Sheffield Station was visited by Brig David
Hargreaves, Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde.

voca~ional op~ortun ities available to youngsters in the Sheffield
area 1rrespect1ve of their background. 38 Sig Regt supported the
event.

"Right guys, time to get up". What felt like part of a dream we
tabbed back to Kitchener's theatre. After a kit inspection that
ensure?, amongst other things, we had CBRN IPE, blank firing
magazines x 4, BFA and a bayonet, we tabbed to the ranges to
start the March and Shoot. When we arrived Sig Williams was
treat.ed for the various injures that he had sustained during the
previous day and against his wishes, was told he could not
continue. Now down to a 4 man team , luxury came in the form of
having to complete 4 miles in 1 hour with only webbing and rifle
and not having to carry our bergens! We ach ieved the march
within the given time and then moved into the Shoot. Once Sig
Crane had removed his muzzle cover and found the correct lane
we competed in a falling plate competition and then a grouping '
competition. Once finished and with rifles cleaned we could at
last rest as we waited for the other teams to finish, the final
scores and the presentation.
Disappointingly we came 6th with the knowledge that had the
100 points not been deducted, due to the retirement of 2 team
members, we would have been first. However, the opportunity to
lear_n and practise skills at excellent stands within a competitive
environment, the sense of team and individual achievement and

Once briefed , teams set off in the knowledge that t he weekend
weather forecast was fi ne and after a couple of hours snatched
sleep, we arrived at 0500hrs at our first check point and the start
of what was to become a very arduous and physically demanding
weekend.
By 0900hrs we had successfully completed 2 excellent stands.
First, Minefield Clearance, where SSgt Keeble's and Cpl Cox's
Balkans experience proved invaluable, as the team crawled their
way to safety with makeshift prodders and foot powder used to
clear and mark our path ; wit h a casualty and a POW th rown in to
complicate matters further. Then BCDS, where we put into
practice our drills, within a very realistic scenario featuring an IED
and 3 treatable casualties. However as we hastily breakfasted
behind Kyle's wall , Sig Pinchbec k was away receiving treatment
for blisters so severe that later that day he reti red from the
competition.
Although soon to become a 5 man team, we continued to score
well at the various challenging stands which varied from a good
old-fashioned beasting (pushing a trailer full of tentage down a hill
and then back up again) to the more cranial: observation, mil
knowledge, navigation and veh recognition. Having achieved the
highest score at the Comd Task at 2300hrs we reached the last of
the 9 stands (VCP). having tabbed over 30kms with full kit and
loaded bergens throughout the day, with little rest and the
constant threat of dehydration . All we wanted to do was to get
on with the task and sleep. Despite this the team performed well
but discovered many useful tips at the debrief, and it is hoped
that future trg can be arranged with the AM P so that the
remainder of the Sqn can learn more about VCPs. As we left the
stand, we planned to tab back to 'Kyle's Place' (it sounded really
nice) but that was not to be. As Sig Williams said, "Sir, I am
running on empty" and in truth we were all feeling the same. We
found a spot, came off the track, leapt into our bivvie bags and
slept.
At 0430hrs we were awoken by the dulcet tones of SSgt Keeble,
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The 265 (KCLY) Support Squadron Team for The Courage Trophy
the memories gained from completing such an extremely
d7m~nding competition were, in some ways, greater than actually
winning the Courage Trophy. Honestly. There is always next year!
47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON
The Comd 2 Sig Bde, Brig Hargreaves visited 47 Sig Sqn to
present awards to the following: Maj Mike Landsdown with the
Territorial Decoration Bar, SSgt Andy Cummings with the Military
Service Certificate for 20 years service to the Sqn and Sgt Abby
Crown with the Volunteer Service Medal.
SSgt Andy Cummings was presented with the Military Service
certificate has been the Quartermaster Sergeant for 4 7 Sig Sqn
for over 20 years. SSgt Cummings has worked selflessly and
with the utmost industry, well beyond the call of service. ensuring
that the Sqn's eqpt and log inspection results were consistently
'outstanding' and that his soldiers deployed on ops were well

22 1

The det was pushed hard and tested in all areas throughout the
ex, having to work both overtly and covertly in demanding and
testing situations, while being pushed hard by both the Sqn and
FCO OS who ensured that they worked to their full potential.

prepared and fully equipped.
EXERCISE SHARP COURAG f - by W02(SSM) Feather
Over the weekend of 2 - 4 March 2007, 265 (KCLY) Sp Sqn
(Sharpshooters) took part in Ex SHARP COURAGE at Longmoor
Camp in preparation for the Courage Trophy. The weaken~
involved a series of mil skills stands including veh checkpoints, a
comd task, casevac, mine awareness, observation and a NavEx.
Most took place on the Saturday and involved a nu mbe~ of .
scenarios including Sig Williams using the neck drag with Sig
Pinchbeck as part of the casevac, on the same stand Pte Ede
RLC was trussed up like a mummy in the roll stretcher. Cpl
Alsop nearly came to a very watery end on the comd task, when
he fell from the makeshift, and somewhat precariously lashed
together, wooden walkway ove~ the wa~er. obstac~e. Cf~ . Isaacs
REME also had some difficulty in negot1at1ng the electrified .
fence' while hanging precariously from the log acting as a bndge
over it. Whilst the weather on Saturday was extremely agreeable,
the same could not be said of Sunday duri ng the N.avEx. This
involved navigating using map and compass to various _po1nts on
the trg area in what can only be described a~ very persistent .
heavy rain, so no-one got away without getting a bit of a s_oak.ing.
At least SPSI SSgt Andersons' dog, Storm seemed to enjoy it.
All in all, the weekend proved to be very successful , and also a

EXERCISE GLOBAL LYNX - DETATCHMENT 2 IN BANGKOK
The Bangkok det hit the ground running, carrying out recces of
the entire city as soon as they landed. The scenario kicked in
once the SATCOM link was established with base and the tasks
came thick and fast and the workload quickly increased.
The HF link was eventually established after the lads used each
other as ladders to get the antennas on the roof. It felt like a long
ex, with the students working late into the night and starting early
in the morning. The learning curve was steep but the lads held
themselves together well and produced some excellent work,
despite the harsh working environment and the constant pressure
from the OS.

Sig Williams enjoying Ex SHARP COURAGE

They were able to practise everything they had been taught, as
well as adapting to the new environment, which was not an easy
task. However, after a few bribes to corrupt police for fabricated
laws, arguments with the local cab drivers and many a morning
spent on the toilet, it was all over!
EXERCISE GLOBAL LYNX - DETATCHMENT 3 IN KUALA
LUMPUR

1 (ROYAL BUCKINGHAMSHIRE YEOMANRY}
SIGNAL SQUADRON (SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS)
oc
SSM

Maj CWood
W02(SSM) J Krikorian

1 Sig Sqn continues to be busy despite th~ en_d of the 06 Special
Comms course after their exciting final ex in Singapore, Kuala
Lumpa Tokyo and Bangkok. Congratulations go to Sgt Stu
Welto~. Cpls OJ Latham and Steve Wilson and LCpls Dave .
Allan Dave Brown and Liam Donkin on successfully completing
the c~urse. The rest of the regular Tp are either deployed on one
of the 12 dets worldwide or are engaged in trg for future ops.
we continue to recru it round the Corps for volunteers to attend
the one week long Special Comms Assessment Course from
which pers are selected to attend the 6 month Special Comms
course itself, which runs from October to March each year. We
are now looking forward to completing another oversea~ comms
ex in June followed by a 2 week specialist trg package 1n July.
OPERATIONS TROOP (REGULAR SPECIAL
COMMUNICATORS)

oc
SSgt

Capt P Wright
SSgt J Fawcett

SPECIAL COMMUNICATIONS COURSE 06
EXERCISE GLOBAL LYNX
Ex GLOBAL LYNX is a 3 week overseas confirmation ex that
marks the culmination of 5 months hard graft by the members of
the Course.

members of the Tp to run the base ops for the ex. The students
on the course then deployed to 3 different locations, under the
ever watchful eyes of Sgt Matt Whitfield and Cpls Andy
Stephen and Craig Johnson.
EXERCISE GLOBAL LYNX - DETATCHMENT 1 IN TOKYO
The det arrived at Heathrow on time for the fl ight to get the good
news that both students had been upgraded to Business Class
for the 12 hr flight.

Once comms were established, the students had a few days to
acquaint themselves with the city and it wasn't long before they
knew it like the back of their hands and were in awe of the
kindness and tolerance of the locals. As the ex progressed, the
students were able to expand their skill set and really get to grips
with the knowledge they had gained over the previous 4 months
of the course.
FCO ASSISTANCE IN ETHIOPIA
In March, the Tp provided assistance to the FCO as they worked
to secure the release of 5 British hostages in Ethiopia. Within

Not such great news for Sgt Whitfield who discov~red that he
had been removed from the flight and would be flying out on a
later one. Not all bad news though, as it turned out that the .
airline were willing to upgrade him to First Class as compensation
for the mess around.
The det arrived in Tokyo and was met by an embassy official who
guided them through the airport and after the hire ca~ had been
collected, escorted them into Tokyo City and the British Embassy.
Initially the time was spent getting to know the immediate area.
Beginning to use the underground system was a challenge in
itself as the Japanese underground is vast and always busy.
The second week consisted of working out of the British
Embassy, setting up the HF sets and communicating to base.
Dressed in suit and tie, the det climbed onto the roof and set.
about ensuring that the HF antennas were set up correctly, with
the help of Cpl Chris Haslam.

The aim is to test all of the specialist skills they. ~ave l~arned over
the previous weeks in a demanding and unfamiliar environment.

As the ex progressed the det had to establish SATC~M from _a
hotel room, which they had to acquire, ensuring that it faced in
the right direction and was adequate for all the needs.

This year the ex was orchestrated by the ~qn Yeoma~ ,
W02(YofS) Sean Avis who deployed to Singapore with several

This was a pleasant change as the previous accn had been very,
very, very small!
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After flying half way round the world, the ex started swiftly
allowing the guys very little time to get to grips with their new
surroundings. The students started by setting up an ops room,
working out of the High Commission and maintained SATCOM
links for the first week. There were a few teething problems with
the comms systems but due to the persistence of the students,
and the expert knowledge available from the attached tech, SSgt
Lumsdon-Gordon, they were all soon sorted.
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48hrs of the situation developing, we had deployed a Special
Communicator to assist the FCO in their efforts to secure a
release, setting up a comms link with the UK and providing admin
sp to the FCO staff as they worked tirelessly. The deployment
only lasted for 2 weeks but it was a classic case of exactly what
the Special Communicators in the Sqn are trained for and
demonstrated the versatility and professionalism of the Special
Communicators.
COMMS TROOP

oc
SSgt

M
Lt E Mcleod
SSgt M Gott

MILITARY TRAINING WEEKEND
The trg weekend was well attended and well organised with the
lashings of heavy rain pre-booked to soften the earth ready for
the copious amounts of digging that was to go on over the
weekend. The OS had prepared an example of a covert OP and
each sect carried out a detailed reconnaissance of the area. Cpl
'Chiphead' Bennett was observing from the OP and despite his
domination of the ground, none of the sects was able to locate
his OP. This proved that a well implement ed OP can be invisible,
even under heavy scrutiny in the daylight.
The sects then each dug their own practice OPs. These were
mediocre and encouragement to achieve a higher standard
during the tactical phase was quickly offered. Cpl 'Cuppa' Teo's
remonstrations that the digging had been hampered due to the
presence of tree roots fell on very deaf ears.
During the clean up prior to the move out, it seemed like more
time was spent on filling in veh ruts than was actually spent on
re-filling the OPs. The ex quickly picked up momentum as it
moved into its tactical phase.
Enemy activity in the area was observed and notes were made on
the poor discipline and slovenly, un-soldier like behaviour that
came so naturally to Cpl Osborn and his recruits, who were
playing this role. The OPs in this phase were much improved and
OP discipline and routine was of a high standard. None of the
OPs were compromised, despite surveillance from both the OS
and the enemy.
Overall the ex was a great success, with everybody thoroughly
enjoying themselves. Lessons were learned early on and this
meant that noted performances were put in by several of the
junior members of the Tp, namely Sigs Miller and Hussein.

7 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
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Maj RJ Carter
W01 (RSM) Ord

Since Christmas leave 3
months ago, the Sqn has been
extremely busy preparing for
numerous exs and supporting
the Bde. This however did not
prevent us giving W01(RSM)
Dave Smith a good send off
but also welcoming
W01 (RSM) Spence Ord to the
Sqn and indeed Bde. The
outgoing RSM leaves us on
commissioning and so it only
seemed right that his leaving
drinks in the Sgts' Mess
should be rudely interrupted.
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Arrested by the local Provost he was driven, handcuffed, to the
Station Officers' Mess, where he was welcomed on arrival by the
Deputy Garrison Comd, Col Paul Smith. We wish Dave every
success with his new posting to Cyprus and look forward to the
next 2 years with W01(RSM) Ord.
EXERCISE SNOW WARRIOR 2007 - Sig Papa
Ex SNOW WARRIOR is an AT ex that takes place in Southern
Germany with the aim of enabling pers to attain the Basic or
Advanced Ski Proficiency Awards. Having never skied before, I
was on the basic course. We stayed at an AT lodge that the Army
and the owner had spent well over £3M renovating. All of the
instructors were experts at skiing, so we knew we that we had a
great opportunity to learn from them .
On the first day we went to Ober Hock where the weather was
quite sunny but there was not a lot of snow. Here we learnt how
to do the snow plough, plough turns, walking with skis and side
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stepping. Then it was back to the lodge for dinner and briefings
in the evening.
We visited other ski resorts, like Nabelhorn and Fellhorn and on
the way up in the cable car we were treated to arnazing views
and could see for miles. The worst part of the week was the small
children, who were about 6 years old, who knew they could ski
well but also knew that we were rubbish and so spent most of
their time cutting us up. As the week progressed, we all got
better and learnt other skills such as traversing.
The weather got better over the week and there was more snow
on the slopes, which was great news for us particularly on the
fifth day when it snowed a lot and we had to wear our goggles in
order to see where we were going. Once we had mastered the
basics we started getting a bit overconfident and trying to do
some jumps; more often than not we ended up flat on our faces
in the snow.

Where 's the snow?

We skied into Austria which was an excellent experience, but
strangely it didn't look any different. By the end of the week we
were started on Red runs, which were a lot harder than we were
really confident with, but this merely made it a challenge to get to
the bottom . The second to last day was the hardest as
everybody's legs were so tired , it took a lot of effort to ski down but we all managed. The last day was just a fun day where we
could choose to ski wherever we wanted. That evening there was
a quiz and we all bought fancy dress costumes from the local
supermarket and had a really great night.

Ex SNOW WARRIOR was a great experience and I'm glad I had
the opportunity to get on it as I learned how to ski, having never
done it before. My advice to anyone who is given the option to go
is to get their names down as it's really worthwhile.

mortars and Close Air Support redesigning and
landscaping SGN town as Op SILVER went into full
swing.
All said done it was quite an emotional experience
being in the heart of SGN DC, seeing the conditions
that the lads have been living in for months at a time
?efending this outpost. A memorial has been set up '
in the middle of the compound in tribute to all the
cap badges that have fallen, it is an image that will
stay with us.

RE-OPENING OF SQUADRON BAR AND COMMANDER 'S
FAREWELL - Lt Maben
The Sqn bar and welfare centre plays a huge ro le in supporting
the members of the Sqn and their families, whilst in barracks and
on ops. During Op TELIC 7 it became the focal point for Op
HOME RAT. The introduction of PAYD to Hohne Garrison late last
year has prompted us to study the role of the bar and welfare
centre and review where necessary.
It was decided that the whole centre and bar should have an
extensive refurbishment and Cpl John Ryan took on this task.
After close consultation with QM and Welfare Officer, Capt Sean
Lawes and SSgt Phil Oulton's wife Paula, who will run the cafe,
work began in early March. After a few weeks of hard graft, Cpl
Ryan and his band of merry men (including 2 x Tp Comds) had
finished the refurbishment and the welfare centre boasted a cafe,
pool table, sky 1V and redecorated bar amongst other additions.
The completion of work coincided with the Sqn's farewell to Bde
Comd, Brig Patrick Marriott CSE who obliged us by formally
opening the bar and having the first glass of champagne. He then
went on to thank the Sqn for its hard work during his last 2 years,
including Op TELIC 7, and praised the special relationship that
has been fostered between the Bde staff and its Sig Sqn.
Following the
speeches the Bde
Comd spent
about an hour
having an informal
chat with various
members of the
Sqn, most of
whom he knows
by name.

JOINT PROVINCIAL CONTROL CENTRE (JPCC) LASHKAR GAH - by Sig 'Sugar' Kane
It was a sunny Friday afternoon when Cpl Adie
Barrow and I set off with Capt Paintin Grenadier
Guards to the holiday camp of JPCC.
We left Lashkar Gah MOB in Snatches and got to the
-------------=----.:.;:.;;...,:::._....,j~.:_:;~...£J~~~;;b_r.::i..:i:;~ compound in 2 mins, a total distance of 600m.
Sgt Roderick and SSgt Hoggard undersling supplies at Lashkar Gah
Yates, SSgt Plested and the rear party back in Bulford the Sqn
remains busy but ready for the challenges that the tour 'has to
offer.
OP SILVER - COMMANDER 'S TAC - by LCpl 'Hesh ' Hiscocks
Sig 'Hobbit' Bodle and I were chosen to be 3 Cdo Bde Comd 's
T~C _
for Op SILVER:. a multi-national op to retake Sangin (SGN)
District. It started with 2 days being bounced all over Lashkar
Gah (LSK) MOB, eventually meeting Brig Thomas, Comd of 3
Cdo Bde, and his overly large, man mountains, which made up
the CP team.

Later that week
the Sqn joined the
other units within
the Bde by lining
Right Brigadier! We've drunk this bar dry,
the route and
where next?"
cheering the
Comd as he left
camp while sat in the comd's hatch of a Challenger 2 MBT.

Memorial to the fallen - Sangin
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Sig Bodle and LCpl Hiscocks with the Comd 3 Cdo Bde at
Sangin

Maj Taff Watts
W01 (RSM) RD Burrows

The TAC left LSK at the ungodly hour of 0300hrs, with wheels
down at SGN a few hours later. It was still dark, the tailgate went
down and the CP was out and running to hard cover with the
Hobbit and I following in their wake ...... or so I thought. When we
reached hard cover, I looked around and could see the outline of
Sig Bodle in a heap not 2 ft from the tailgate. In slow motion Sig
B?dle then hobbled using his rifle for a crutch to the hard cover,
with the rest of the TAC team rolling around the floor with
laug~ter. It seems that his fully loaded bergen and the uneven
terrain helped his ankle to crack.

The majority of the Sqn is now deployed in Afghanistan and has
completed a smooth transition from the RM of 3 Cdo Bde. The
Bde Flag change was on 11 April and as the Bde Comds handed
over, so did the RS Ms with W01 (RSM) Jacka RM handing over
to W01(RSM) Burrows.
The Sqn is currently split up around Helmand province providing
robust comms to the UKTF. The ops team with elements of Main
and Spt Tp are based in Lashkar Gah with SSgt Hoggard and
Sgt Roderick running the HLS as Buzzard Ops.

When we recovered, we were shown to our stand-to positions
and then to our Ops Room for the next 4 days. This was situated
only 1Om from the mortar pit - every time the mortars were fired
the Ops Room would shake and everything would be covered in
a blanket of dust. The next 4 days were quite routine and
relatively quiet, I did my war zone tourist bit, the photos and
catalogue poses, all to the background noises of BAR mines,

The Sqn is providing Rear link Detachments (RLDs) to all the 12
Bde BGs including the Operational Mentoring and Liaison Teams
(OMLn and Bde Reece Force (BAF) there is also ALO sp to the
Danish, Estonians and Czechs. The RLDs are operated and
controlled from Camp Bastion with Lt Nelson Reynolds and
SSgt 'Sven' Gro nn running the Tp. Ably supported by W01
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The JPCC is a compound which houses elements of the
Afghanistan National Army (ANA) and the Afghanistan National
Police (ANP). Their role is the security of the compound with the
British 3 man Det making sure that they are doing their jobs
correctly, as well as passing any intelligence gathered by the
police to the UKTF HQ JPCC Cell.
The 3 man team is made up of 2 rad ops from 228 Sig Sqn and a
liaison officer. Each team spends 2 - 3 days at the compound; it
gives everyone a break from the rigours of UKTF HQ life.
A normal day's routine is shifts on the radios and then when off
shift, you interact with the Afghans, making sure they are
manning the Sangars or having a game of Volleyball. We have an
interpreter with us so we can have a bit of a laugh with them.
Other mundane tasks involve keeping the back up generator
filled, due to the many power cuts in Lashkar Gah and then
passing on the resupply back to the MOB for the next
Replacement in Position (AiP).
When the next team arrives, it is a couple of hours for HO!TO
while the FP Coy from 1 WFR carry on patrolling around Lashkar
Gah and pick us up on the way back to the MOB. The RiP is
good fun, sometimes it is just a quick ride in the Snatches and
other times it is joining in the Patrol. that 600m can seem a life
time.
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The JPCC is a very interesting place, you learn a lot about the
way 0f life of the Afghan people and realise that they are
committed to changing their country for the better.
MAIN TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Lt Dale Taft
SSgt Marc Beckett

Main Tp has fully deployed on Op Herrick with the entire Tp
finally in theatre by 24 March 07. Even while the HO/TO in
Lashkar Gah was taking place, the Tp was tasked with extra
commitments: Cpl Lee James, Cpl Scot Gemson, LCpl Al
Coakley and Sig Andy Callaghan were sent down to the Gun
Line at FOB Dwyer to cover the echelon element for FOB Delhi.
Cpl 'Dog' Barker was pulled off the flight from Bastion to go to
the elite Bde Reece Force as an interim, until the rest of the BRF
get in theatre.
The rest of the Tp at Lashkar Gah was spread thin, supplying
operators to the IX Group, Bde Ops Room, Joint Provincial
Control Centre, Provincial Reconstruction Team and Comd's TAC.
With only 17 operators to cover these commitments, it meant that

SSgt Marc Beckett and Cpl 'Nails' Hankey had a nightmare
planning shift rotations. It did ~ot h~I~ that at the earliest
.
opportunity, Lt Taft jumped ship to ioin Cpl Barker as a LO with
the BRF.
Everyone was expecting an easy transition through the HO\TO
but when the first op happened after 5 days, the Tp quickly
realised it was not going to be a quiet 6 months. The situation
was helped with the arrival of the augmentees: Sgt 'Titch'
Meakin, Sigs Steve Martin, Mickey Southern , Si Cox, Mark
Townley all from 1 Div HQ & Sig Regt and Cpl 'Ro' Towers and
Sig Scott Knowles from 35 Sig Regt.
The techs are having a fun time as well, Sgt Tony Thirlwell was
sent to Sangin DC within the first week in theatre. Cpls Vicky
Mccreadie and Chris Burley make up the other techs of the FRT
at the small det in Camp Bastion.
That leaves LCpl 'Big Willie' Williams as the sole tech at LSK
under the mentoring eye of W02(FofS) Daz Ware. The whole Tp
would like to thank W02(YofS) Tom Anscomb and the OPS team
for their valuable input and short notice taskings to facilitate the
smooth running of the Tp.

72 hrs worth of rations were confiscated from his day sack, along
with a multitude of other sins.
we then started on the lessons which consisted of the survival
stands. These were: Fire Starting, Water Collection, Improvised
Wpns and Clothing, Traps and Shelter Building. Once these had
finished, we were then left to run wild in the woods to put what
we had learnt into practice.
It wasn't long before there was abundant amount of thievery
going on between the groups to get the best materials.
Once we had finished the shelter building, the pyromaniacs
amongst us got the fires going. It was then time for the main
event of every survival weekend ..... the killing was about to
begin.
After a demonstration by the Trg Wing SSM from Hereford, it was
the lads' turn to start the culling of the chickens that had
selflessly given us our egg banjos.
This didn't seem to faze the lads one bit and about an hour later
they were tucking into chicken, cooked in numerous ways.

16 AIR ASSAULT BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (216)
oc
RSM

Maj R Anderton-Brown
W01 C Coates

It has been a frantically busy period for the Sqn, with
Bowmanisation, standing up for the Airborne (AB) Task Force,
continuing PFI movement into the new camp, AAU and LSI
preparation to name a few of the major tasks that have kept us
busy. Tue battle of keeping the AB element qualified is starting to
turn the corner, with a drop going in during the last week in
March (with only 1 broken leg! LCpl 'Bart' Dunsieth gets to work
those guns whilst on crutches for the next 6 weeks). Easter leave
has arrived in the nick of time to give the troops a well earned
rest, with a program packed full of out of camp activity to look
forward to.
ALPHA TROOP - EXERCISE LIGHTNING STRIKE 2007 - by Cpl
Risley
Tue annual recruiting ex for UOTCs, Ex LIGHTNING STRIKE
brings together around 30 teams from universities around the
country to compete in comd tasks and see what the Royal
Signals has have to offer. Regarded as the premier recruiting
event on the calendar by 216, it allows the Sqn to really show
what it is all about to a large number of open-minded and

This means that the majority of the target audience are down to
their final 2 choices of Arm or Service and it is critical that they
enjoy themselves, as well as grasp relevant information. This
ensures that they understand how diverse and full of opportunity
the Royal Signals has become.

The team spirit was clear in all the teams, and many O/Cdts gave
excellent personal accounts of themselves, showing obvious AB
potential! It is these individuals that make LIGHTNING STRIKE
key for recruiting at unit level for 216. It is hoped that these
O/Cdts will have a taste for the Bde in the future.

Due to the importance of this event, 216 will always provide a
stand unless deployed on ops. On 20 March this year, a strong
team of para-trained NCOs headed up by the Trg Officer
deployed to the Airfield at Blandford Camp. A 12x12 tent was set
up with recruiting display boards showing the P Coy course, Op
HERRICK IV as well as welfare, sporting and charity events.
Outside LCpl Jamie Nancollas set up his Para Tac det complete
with PSC 506, Bowman Light radios including VHF and HF units.

The two Tp Comds that oversaw the stand, Lt 'Outhouse'
Hillhouse and Lt 'Frankenstein' Prentice, were delighted to take
the opportunity to join the SORLS Team, other recruiters and the
O/Cdts for the evening function, which was a formal function in
mess dress and black tie. Recruiting remaining the main effort,
the young officers relentlessly sold the Sqn and Corps throughout
the night, hopefully leaving a good impression on the future of the
potential Officer Corps.

The key part of the stand was to set a comd task that each of the
5 syndicates could complete for a score that went towards a
light-hearted competition. The 216 task was to put together a
Personal Equipment Load (PEL) and get a team member rigged
up in helmet, parachute, PEL and reserve parachute. There is a
lot to remember when putting together a PEL, and the O/Cdts
had to demonstrate keen attention to detail and of course, a
sense of urgency.

Hard work throughout the day from the officers and the NCOs
ensured the target was hit and the SORLS team were more than
satisfied with the commitment from 216 (Para) Sig Sqn.
BRAVO TROOP - SURVIVAL WEEKEND - by Cpl Adkins

Ex LIGHTNING STRIKE - Lt Tom Prentice gives the brief
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The first part of the trip was the armoury that contained pistols,
sub-machine guns, heavy machine guns, sniper rifles, shot guns,
anti-tank weapons and historical weapons from all corners of the
globe. A lot of it was for interest only, but we were given handson experience and information on recognition of the AK range in
preparation for Op HERRICK 8. We then visited the tank section
where we saw a cross section of a German Leopard 2 tank. Most
of the Russian and German tanks are in use in the Middle East.
We then saw armd pers carriers and lightweight recce vehs and
were able to climb round and get inside most of them. All in all it
was a great day out, good experience and we recommend it to
anyone for a day out.

At least once every term the SORLS team organise an overnight
visit for Sandhurst O/Cdts who are either; hoping to commission
into the Royal Corps of Signals, or are at least interested and
would like to find out more about the role of the Corps. They also
gain exposure to the kind of officers and soldiers that they may
find themselves working with in the future, should they be
successful in selection. The O/Cdts are largely but not
exclusively from the Intermediate Term.

With the Sqn's reputation preceding it, the teams generally
arrived at the stand looking a little worried, hardly surprising given
the route that Cpl 'Meech' Meecham, the Det PTI , had chosen
for the straightforward log race. Though only about a mile in
length, it was truly worthy of P Coy in terrain, including a chest
deep puddle. After the rules and safety brief, the teams who
arrived in pairs, were given a demo of how to carry the logs. The
UOTC students were then lined up and sent on their way.

With the survival weekend finally upon us, we all met in the Sqn
Bar for drinks and a few survival lessons to get us in the right
frame of mind and to welcome the lads from Hereford that had
come along to help run the weekend. We departed from the
Cookhouse on the Saturday morning and arrived at the trg area
to get our day sacks searched, this was to Sig Rose's horror; as

On Monday 5 March, Bravo Tp planned a day trip to the
Shrivenham Armoury. After hearing that the armoury is a great
experience, we were all excited in anticipation of a day out of the
garages. We had just come back from a survival weekend so we
were happy to hear that we were setting off at 0600hrs. On the
4Y2 journey, most of us caught up on lost sleep from the
weekend. After a quick stop at Burger King on the M4 we were
finally at Shrivenham, bleary-eyed and ready to go.

MT/LAD - AMAS FAMILIARISATION VISITS TO DCCIS

motivated individuals.

After another week in Bravo Tp, with us looking forward to
tentage and more tentage, the moment came for Sgt Clayton to
introduced us all to the new Tp arrivals ... 20 chickens. These
chickens were to be the basis of the Tp's Survival Weekend. The
Sigs in the Tp had the pleasure of cleaning out the enclosure and
collecting the freshly laid eggs for 2 weeks. NAAFI breaks have
not been the same since having fresh egg banjos.

BRAVO TROOP - SHRIVENHAM ARMOURY VISIT
- by Sigs Briscoe and Perkins

Sgt 'Rusco' Clayton reconsiders the design of his smoker

The night culminated with a mass gathering around the 'hangy'
which the Hereford lads had constructed and there we got stuck
into some nicely cooked chicken. It was then down to some
night routine with fire watch, which seemed to be the best place
to be that night as it wasn't the warmest of nights.The morning
arrived and we tucked into our porridge and then it was back to
camp fo• a quick wash up. Many thanks to Sgt Clayton (who
managed to set fire to his smoker) for organising it and the lads
from Hereford for their time and effort in making it an enjoyable
weekend.
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SSgt Bob Goldsmith and Cpl Chris McGuire were key to the
success of the stand in their rolls as minibus seat sentries, which
must have been very demanding considerirg how late they had
stayed out the night before. Good luck to Bob in his future
career as a plumber after his solid 22 year stint (still a crow in the
Sqn's eyes!).
TRAINING WING
If you are fit, motivated and interested in a posting to 216, call
Capt Ian Flannery or Cpl Jim Mackie on 94660 5497 for
information on pre-parachute selection and how to start the ball
rolling to get to Colchester. The Sqn demands the best of its
soldiers and requires individuals in prime condition for the AB and
Air Assault roles. Set yourself a challenge and see what you are
made of.
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the different Royal Signals units do on a daily basis and ultimately
to have some fun . Both of these objectives were achieved·
especially the latter. The day finished with the final race; a 'very
tough gun run followed by the prize giving .
SAFE DRIVING COMPETITION - by Cpl Tony Veal/

The next day the skiing began in earnest albeit with a few sore
heads from the night before. The first day proved to be
.
particularly painful as cobwebs got cl ea~ed out and t he Novice
group enjoyed their first moments on skis. Nevertheless great
progress was made throughout the week w ith the Novices
comfortably managing Blue slopes and the Intermed iates
ambitiously braving a Black mogul run. The week was however
not with out its mishaps; the ETS contingent suffered a number of

NEWS FROM T HE PROVINCE
The clock is slowly counting down on Op BANNER and the
weekend of the 31 Mar 07 we passed another prominent mile
stone. It had been decided that although the Sqn will not be
officially re-roled until 1 August 2007, it was appropriate to hold. a
function on that weekend while there were sill enough pers left in
the Sqn to make it worthwhile.
The big day commenced with the Sqn mustering
early in the morning to be marched to chapel by
LCpl Briggs and her newly acquired pace stick.
Th e church service was a simple yet poignant
affair and served to remind us of the sacrifices
made my members of the Sqn in darker times
and the continued sacrifices being made by
service personnel t hroughout the world . The
congregation moved from church to a Regtl style
breakfast and an address by the Bde Deputy
Comd , Col Harber. From there, the Sqn broke
up to take part later on in the day in the activities
that had being planned for t he families.

EXERCISE MIDLAND SOLDIER - by LCp l Luke Statter
The Sqn was tasked to provide a Bowman det for the Royal
Signals recruiting ex at RAF Stafford from 3 - 10 March. The
aim was to give potential recruits the opportunity to see what an
operator does in the Royal Signals. LCpl McCarthy and I were
chosen from a cast of hundreds for our dashing good looks and
bubbly personalities.

The intermediate group pauses for a well deserved break

EX ARC FINN
Despite t he large reduction in manpower, several members of the
Sqn and the Bde G6 branch managed to fi nd the time to take
part in the annual HQNI skiing exped, this year to Les Arc,
France. After a long day's travel and the obligatory hiccup at the
far end, the group arrived safely and was subsequent ly split in 3
sub groups, Advanced, Intermediate and Novice. Despite arriving
lat e, time was still found to conduct a recce of some of the local
night life attractions.

injuries (50% in fact) that prevented them from takin~ pa~ in any
more skiing. However, thei r performance on the apres ski slopes
was unaffected .
The week cu lminated in a meal out and a few 'quiet ' drinks
afterwards. The ex proved to be a great experience and
considerably developed all participants skiing ability. A nu.mber
of the Novices are now actively seek to build on the experience
gained and acquire qualifications so they can eventually run their
own exs.

101 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (261)
Maj DC Worden
W01 AVGill

and began to join in, although this was a decision we were to
regret the following morning .

Five pers from the Sqn were selected to go to Salisbury plain to
assist the SORLS team with their annual UOTC recruiting event.
The ex began on the Friday night with everyone gathering in a
makeshift bar for a 'meet and greet' and a chance to catch up
with friends from other units.

Saturday began sharp at 0630hrs with a wake up call by Lt
Tedby. The competition began at 0830hrs and our first team was
from Queen's University, Belfast; they brought along their
traditional mini Guinness (Tia Maria and Baileys in a shot glass).
Needless to say they were awarded top marks for morale. Our
stand had 2 teams pitted against each other logging traffic and
updating the map board to brief the Comd .

The atmosphere was thick with rivalry and mock honour as the
UOTCs challenged each other to a number of bizarre drinking
rituals. We were eventually dragged into the spirit of the occasion

This was a welcome break for many, as the physical exertions of
the day began to take its toll on some very weary students. The
day was designed to give potential officers an insight into what

EXERCISE LIGHTNING STRIKE - by LCpl Morris and Sig Moffet
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Safwan Village - a typical road move

TELIC 9 DRAWING TO A CLOSE - by LCpl Oliver

The multiple usually contains 3 vehicles, with each vehicle
containing a driver, comd and 2 people on top cover, plus
whatever vehs we are escorting. So far our skills have been spot
on and we have not had to deal with any major incidents.
On our travels
we have
visited many
places. We
have made
countless trips
to Basra Air
Station, as
well as a few
trips down to
Umm Qasr, the
Kuwaiti border,
arid recently
the Iran - Iraq
border.
Travelling to
Kuwait is a
favourite with
the MT
because we
get some great
food and we
can fill up our
snatches with
discounted
Gatorade.
LCpl Bielby at the unloading bay for another
It's also a safe
unload and clear drill
zone, which
means that you don't have
to carry your body armour and helmets around with you all the
time. However the only real problem with it is the Americans
insistence that you unload and clear your weapon every 1OOm!
We've been doing this for 4 months now and we are well versed .

We left sunny Aldershot back in November 2006 heading for the
even sunnier desert of Iraq. We were to be based at SLB and as

If you need the MT (Multi-Task) team, stick up the signal and we'll
be there.

On arrival the stand was q uickly set up before the potential
recruits came flocking over to get a look at our det. As a bit of
fun we also played 'Nightmare'. This involves one person being
blindfolded and given a personal radio and another person trying
to direct them over the radio over an obstacle to a designated
area; in this case it was 5 tyres. Inevitably t his resulted in many
people tripping over and this was perfectly demonstrated by LCpl
McCarthy w ho fell into the Royal Signals promotional stand at
the beginning of t he event. The week was long but we kept our
spirits high and dealt with some very probing questions as best
we cou ld .
The whole week was viewed as a success with the Royal Signals
stand being singled out by the organisers as having done
exceptionally well.

261 SIGNAL SQUADRON IN IRAQ
INTRODUCTION - by Lt Copson

QC
RSM

The job as FP generally involves Top Cover from Snatch Land
Rovers, attempting to control traffic and keeping alert for any
threats. Th e trg for this involved a rigorous week of intense
lectures, mind blowing power point presentations and
unbelievably realistic demonstrations.

Later on in t he afternoon our new found veh recovery skills were
again tested with another self recovery; a real one this time.
Our veh became stuck in what can only be described as the
thickest mud in Salisbury. Cpl Tony Veall made a valiant
attempt to get us out but ended up standing in a puddle up to
his waist. Luckily another FODEN was on hand to help us out.
Overall, the team finished lower down on the leader board but
certainly did impress all w ith their positive attitude and relentless
enthusiasm.

In the evening, the members of the Sqn and their
guests gathered in the Sgts' M ess for the 'rerole' ball. It was a fantastic affair w ith great
entertainment and in particular, the effort made
by the chefs w ho laid on an unparalleled spread
of tantalising dishes. The party continued into
the early hours and a great time was had by all although I' m sure there were more than a few
rough heads the next day.
This function will serve to be the last major
gathering of the Sqn as our strength is steadily
depleting , in preparation for the future
establishment in August 2007 and the end of Op
BANNER.

The Bde Safe Driving Competition was held on a wet and windy
Salisbury Plain on Tuesday 27 February 2007. Three pers from
the Sqn and 5 from 1 CS Company REME were tasked with
upholding the Sqn's honour. Before the competition began the
teams first task was to remove the DAF from the ditch that the
marshal had reversed LCpl Sanders in to; luckily a FODEN was
on standby. The Sqn was up against it from the start with the
RLC units being extremely skilled and practised in these types
of events. The team put up a valiant effort on all stands and
even managed to win the veh recovery stand much to the
surprise of the RLC!

the MT our primary job was to provide Force Protection (FP) for
the Brig's road moves. Other duties include escorting Light
Towers, as well as the usual veh servicing.

It is hotting up as summer approaches and unfortunately Shaiba
Logistic Base (SLB) is well past its 'Shaibiza' heyday. Only 2
camps remain from what was the largest British Base in Southern
Iraq. The remainder has been returned to desert for the arrival of
the Iraqi Army Bn that will be taking over. It is exciting to be part
of this draw down, as it does feel like the end of an era. However
as the temperatures begin to soar, every single person left behind
is dreaming of the swimming pool and ice cold milkshakes we
were told about by our predecessors. Everyone is waiting with
baited breath, counting down ti ll the day the final camp is torn
down and the area is returned to the Iraqi people. It has been
hard work, but in a few short weeks it will be goodbye to SLB;
hopefu.ly for good!

THE WIRE, JUNE 2007

229

102 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (262)
oc
RSM

Maj AJ Parfitt
W01 (RSM) P Storey

PRE-CAST - by Capt IJ Kirk
As HQ 102 Log Bde CAST is due to take place in April, a
preparatory ex was needed to ensure the six Ps were put in
place. Therefore in the last 2 weeks before Easter Stand-down,
the Bde HQ held their Pre-CAST ex. This encompassed all the
Bde staff, LOCONs from the Bde Units and various other bodies
providing assistance.
The Sig Sqn role was, as ever. to provide the HQ build, the
comms and the life sp. In addition to this being a testing and
confi rming process for the Staff, it was the first time the new layout of the Bde HQ was to be constructed and used properly. It
was also the first time any sort of Bowman network had been
constructed . Needless to say, it was sweaty palms and fingers
crossed all round.
The week before the ex started, it was all available hands to the
pump to erect the HQ and the fd kitchen , which was to be used
for day time meals throughout. After a lot of effort, sweat and
laughs the big top was up and ready to receive the comms
infrastructure.
Having not yet received any of our Bowman eqpt or vehs there
could have been a problem had it not been for the "closest
crocodile" zapping skills of the Sqn Ops Team, who had arranged
to borrow the majority of the eqpt from 101 Log Bde HQ & Sig
Sqn (261}. In order to collect all the required FFRs, SMART
boards and HQ dismount kit from Aldershot, an epic 3 day trip
there and back was required ... but that is another story altogether!
However, W02(YofS) Kev Tharby, the gadget king himself,
ensured a comfortable journey by converting the minibus into a
mobile cinematic experience with multiple screens and surround
sound for all but the driver to enjoy!
After signing for everything we needed and despite some of MT
becoming navigationally challenged on the way back, the
collection went smoothly.
Long days and longer nights ensued in order to ensure the
smooth provision of a stable Bowman comms network ready for
first contact with the Bde Staff. The Pre-CAST ex itself went well
with only minor destruction of tech eqpt at the hands of some of
our more trench and bayonet accustomed Staff members. The
new layout was a success and provided a user friend ly, well
thought out and open plan HQ, which will ultimately aid the
Comd and COS in their comd and control of the Staff planning
processes.

Many thanks go to 101 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (261) and all other
units, for the loan of their eqpt and the continued loan of certain
kit to support the CAST ex proper in April.
GOODBYE & HELLO - by Capt IJ Kirk
It is with heavy hearts and a tear in our eyes, that we bid farewell
to a number of the Sqn 's finest, to whom we wish all the best and
happiness and success in their new jobs. W01 (RSM) Paul
Storey is leaving to take up residency as the GSM at Blandford
Garrison. With him go wife Lisa and children Michael and
Patrick. Having had an excellent tour he has been a huge asset
to the Sqn, working tirelessly to ensure morale, discipline and
standards reach their peak. He will be sadly missed everywhere,
except during PT lessons!
On promotion to W01 , W02(FofS) Bob Pace departs with wife
Jeanette and nippers Sophie, Abigale and Thomas to continue
life in Germany at 7 Sig Regt. Having worked in almost every
major project and conversion the Sqn has undergone over the
last 2 years he will now undoubtedly not rest for a second,
ensuring he juggles even more at Regtl level. We may see him
representing Europe during the next Ryder Cup .... if not, he'll be
on the course at Elmpt! With him leaves W02(RQMS) Neil Pollitt
and wife Clare. Non-competitive, shy, reclusive and never one to
brag, "Norris" will not tell anyone where he is going .. .it's
definitely nowhere hot with beaches and wind surfing
anyway ... Cypru s? Why didn't you mention it? He's also been to
Goa. The Sqn can now let its defences down and breathe a sigh
of relief, safe in the knowledge that the ROMS isn't being
mischievous! Joking aside, W02(RQMS) Pollitt has been
invaluable in the QM 's Dept and throughout the Sqn; always
willing to set up sporting competitions to develop people's
sporting prowess - in order to annihilate th em and win the trophy!

Tp Comd
Tp SNCO

The second phase was the tear down, turn round and re-packing
of all the HQ and fd kitchen tents, so that they was ready to
deploy straight out to Sennelager on the first day back after
Easter for CAST itself. That story is to follow.
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Tp Comd
MTSNCO

Rested , reformed and ready for the challenges of 2007, Alpha Tp,
along with the rest of 102, have not stopped for the last couple of
months.
Many a farewell has been made to the old faces of NSE Sig Tp,
and warm hellos are extended to all those who have arrived in
their places.
POTL is but a distant memory as the pace of life has quickened
to meet the demands of Bowman conversion, CAST and mil trg.
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Maj G Robertson
SSgt A Green

EXERCISE HALBERD DRIVE 2 - by LCp/ Armstrong
In order to refresh some members of the Sqn and those who
have had little driver trg experience, the Sqn MT organised and
ran a number of driver trg exs of which Ex HALBERD DRIVE 2
was the second instalment. The ex took place over a week and
was conducted at Haltern and Sennelager trg areas. Various skill
':"ere revis~d and pol~shed, f~om changing a wheel to reversing s
into a parking bay, with the finale comprising some extremely

Cpl Barton - happy to be above water!

capability of the vehs in order to reduce the chances of veh
accidents. What better way to do it than by cross country
drivi ~g. The weather was perfect. .. very cold and wet, and the
terrain was probably more extreme than most soldiers will ever
come across.

Are you sure you know how deep this is?

Yet under the watchful eyes of the MT instructors and the LAD
with a bit of overki ll - a Faden as a last resort for recovery, we '
wer~ set for a good few days cross country. Cpl 'Bartez' Barton
decided to pretend he was Tom Hanks in Castaway and became
stranded on h is . ~nd Rover! Many recoveries and much digging
out !ater all part1c1pants had enjoyed a spot of wallowing in the
glonous mud! When ENDEX was finally called, everyone
remarked on how beneficial the course had been for them and
how they had all learned new skills. As a result the Sqn now has
good, fresh driving skills and will continue to improve on them in
the coming months. All in all it was a good experience for both
students and instructors alike.

JOINT SERVICE SIGNAL UNIT (CYPRUS)
co

Capt KJ Griffiths
SSgt T Dunbar

challenging cross country driving courses.
The ex started nice and easy with various road moves to and
from locations and although the concept of convoy procedures
seemed hard for some to come to grips with initially, everybody
soon m~naged to conduct a move flawlessly. With Bowman
conversion upon the Sqn, the main aspect being taught was the

SUPPORT TROOP

We say a warm welcome to W01 (RSM) Des Holroyd from JSSU
(Cyprus), W02(Fof5) Lisa Openshaw from NI and also
W02(RQMS) John Morley from Elmpt Station and all their
families. In addition, hello to Lt Duncan Reader from 22 Sig
Regt who takes over Alpha Tp and also to 2Lt Amy Jankiewicz
fresh from AMAS and subsequently her Tp Comds' course, as the
new OC Bravo Tp.

POTL... A DISTANT MEMORY! - by Capt Kelly Griffiths
The tear down was again maximum effort by all hands in 2
phases. Firstly, the removal of the Bowman infrastructure prior to
the official ENDEX was necessary so that all the kit could be
returned to Aldershot by the last day before Easter leave. This
was so the lads at 261 Sig Sqn could prep for an ex directly after
Easter leave.

But it isn't all Bowman. There has been (a little) time for
Leadership and Driver trg, and the GS fleet may never be th
same a~ain! !t is possible that ? Pl Barton found the deepe:t
puddle 1n Fallmgbostel to bog his vehicle into. With much of the
same to come 1n the next month, I think many of Al[pha Tp are
now looking forward to a well-earned break at Easter!

Not only are we saying goodbye to all but one of our WOs, but
both Tp Comds are also moving on . Capt Kelly Griffiths, having
had probably the best tour possible (deployment , AT, etc, etc), will
be moving on to ATR Pirbright as a Sqn 21C and Lt Sam Hunt
leaves on promotion to become OC of one of the new Army
Recruiting Teams in the UK. Undoubtedly spending most of her
"free" time on the track or a bike, we're sure she won't rest until
she's back on top triathlon form.

ALPHA TROOP
The biggest success, however, had to be the impressive range of
meals, sandwiches, stickies and bacon butties provided by the fd
kitchen chefs. A bacon butty in the morning can make the
difference between happy Staff and not so happy Staffl

The HQ has been redesigned to match the changes that B
will bring about, and the Bde Staff all seem happy! Much wowrkm~n
· d
·
·
0
IS
also being one in preparation for the incoming eqpt.

RSM

Lt Col C Mcintosh
WOI L Crossing

On the sporting front, the male and female runners of the Unit
swept the board in the Island Cross Country Major League in
March. Outstanding performances by Cpl 'Becky' Lincoln and
Sgt McCallum In the competition ensured first place.
The final race of the season was held at Ay Nik and quickly
became the Cyprus Inter-Services Competition and the first
competition of the lnter-Sqn Coomber Cup! (3 competitions in
one!)
The Army triumphed in the Inter-Services aided by Capt Sally
Green and Cpl 'Becky' Lincoln for the females and Sgt
Mccallum for the males.
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Let the race commence!
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2 Sqn won the Coomber C1Jp race, but it is only early days for the
competition.

Our schedule was physically demanding and included hill sprints
(difflcult at Ay Nik!), circuits, runs, bag work, sparring to name but
a few activities. But after all the trg, we were ready and could not
wait for the competition.
The first bout of the evening was myself against Fusilier Francis,
1 RW. My mind was in turmoil with over 300 spectators shouting
encouragement. I fought hard and managed to win the fight in
the second rou nd when it was stopped.
SAC Kernan began his fight nervously as he had never boxed
before. His massive 'haymaker' punch , thrown with everything he
had , missed his opponent by inches but caused him to spin
around and drop to the canvas - a real crowd pleaser!
Nevertheless, he managed to compose himself to knockdown his
opponent and win the fight gloriously.
Traditionally, we were then invited into the Sgts' Mess to enjoy
our victories over a few drinks, which did not cost us a penny!!
2SQUADRON

Cpl Becky Uncoln receives the winning trophy

The annual 'Miss JSSU' beauty pageant was held in the Ay Nik
Tavern. Flt Sgt Shanks (the quiet one, pictured with pink wig!)
won the competition where male contestants dress as ladies and
impress a panel of judges with swimwear and dresses! See
anyone you know in the picture below? Answers by post.

Lt Cmdr Bassett
W02 D Holroyd

OC
SSM

We have had a few promotions over the last couple of months
with SSgt 'Dickie' Dickinson and SSgt(FofS) Dave Cook
coming off the board. Dickie is off to beast the TA in sunny
Bristol while Dave moves onto 628 Sig Tp in Elmpt Station.
Congratulations to W01 (FoS) Colin Raynor on being
commissioned to TOT and posted to DCSA(G). Our
thanks and farewells go to all and their families - best of
luck in their new postings.
The Sqn entered a team in the recent Paphos Marathon,
consisting of Sgts Fraser McCallum , Ian Robson and
'JP' Thomas and Cpl 'Johno' Fielding who narrowly
missed 2nd place in the team competition .
Sgt McCallum achieved a time of 3 hrs 8 mins. After
26.2 miles of pure hell, sweat, grit and determination in 25
degree heat, J ohno burnt his shoulders so badly he could
barely swing his arms the next day! 23 miles uphill of
course or at least they don't remember any downhill.
HQ SQUADRON

oc
SSM

The male/female contestants!

/The local village hosted the Unit for an Easter community BBQ. A
fantastic afternoon was had by everyone and we drank them dry.
A BOXER'S EXPERIENCE - THE ROAD TO VICTORY! - by Sig
Shaun Hardy

SAC Chris Kernan and myself were nominated from a cast of
thousands, to represent JSSU(Cyp) at Episkopi in the ABF's
Charity Boxing Night.
We began trg 7 weeks prior to the event at the athletics track at
0630hrs, where Cpl 'Cas' Carroll was eagerly waiting for the first
of the day's 3 trg sessions.
SAC Kernan did not take well to all this trg , having just returned
from 2 week's of heavy partying in Thailand!
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Maj J Boyle
W02 M iddlet on

Since the arrival of LCpl Wilkes, the gym staff have been
earning their money trying to return him to full fitness.
So much so, we have managed to break POPT Lee
Derbyshire, who leaves us on promotion. Lpt 'Vic'
Reeves has replaced him - wonder whether he will have
the same success with the ladies!
A big welcome back to the Sqn to Sig James Beswick who
finally decided to return from his (unauthorised) extended leave
period!
Many of the pers making up the Unit football team come from HO
Sqn and we won the Major Units Cup, no thanks to Cpl Ian
Garbutt, who gave away another penalty costing him the Man of
the Match Award!
The Sqn enjoyed a Management day in March to trail their newly
built sand volleyball court! At least this will stop all the future
functions taking place on Nissi Beachl
The Med Centre staff organised one of the many 'Big Breakfasts'
around the Island raising money for The Princess Mary's
Hospital's 'Open Arms Breast Cancer Charity' .
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Sqn Comd
USM

Maj AS Johnson
W02 (SSM) K Crawford

CCU GRIFFINS AT THE CORPS SEVENS - by Sig Mark
Billingsley

The tour st.arted for th? team on Wednesday 14 March with an
early morning trg session at Happy Valley to get us ready to th
trip to Corsham, which we used as a temporary base in the rUK e
and for an extra trg session on Thursday. The trg session was
used to help our coach, W02(FofS) Clapham to pick the st rt·
.
f th 1·
a ing
I1 ~ e up or . e 1rst gar:ie of the tournament. After a good set
piece session and a bit of touch rugby we were wide awake and
felt ready for the tournament on the Friday at Cardiff High School
Old Boys Rugby Club.

Clapham lead the field and showed the "young blood" a clean
pair of heels! This was rectified, when the young SSgt(FofS)
'John' Ashman lead. his team of Sgt Vinten and Sig Randall
around the course with the quickest time. The shooting proved to
b~ a .closer run affair with FofS Ashman's team eventually
winning.the shoot and the competition overall. With all the
cor:ipet1~or; t~g~ther, we had a knock out pistol competition, in
which Sig Olhe Josephs beat Sig 'Tosh' Toshack in the final.

We e~entu a lly found ~ai~dy Barracks but everything seemed a
bit q~1 et. The guard d1dn t know anything about us and it slowly
sank in that we were at the wrong camp. Apparently a fax had
been sent a few weeks previously explaining that the accn had
been moved t o RAF St Athan, just outside Cardiff. After 45 mins
and a lot of cake borrowed from the cookhouse at Maindy we
finally joined up with the rest of the teams at St Athan.
'
That night we all dec!ded on an early night so we would be ready
for th~ next day and 1t was up early for our briefing the following
morning. Once we arr!ved at th.e venue we were all fired up for
the task ahead and quietly confident of doing well. After getting
changed, we ~ad time for a good warm up before our first game
against 207 .s 1g .sqn which ended in a well fought draw, followed
by another f1ght1ng draw against 2 Sig Regt. After such a good
start for a small Sqn such as ourselves, we were brought down to
earth by a Fijian rugby lesson by 1(UK)Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
but we were not undaunted by defeat.
After the.group stages we progressed through to the plate
compet1t1on, where we knew another defeat would end our
tournament. After a good hour to recover, we felt fresh and ready
to show every.one we weren't there just to make up the numbers
and we did t~ 1 s by a very comfo rtable win over 22 Sig Regt. In a
tough sem1-f1nal match, we came up against a mixed team of
Corps veterans and 39 Bde Sig Sqn which was a very close
game but we came out with a good win in the end.

The Squadron HQ Team set the standard

The OC Sqn presented the prizes and Op Service Medals to Sigs
Hall, Gilbard and Moore for recent deployments to Op
HERRICK.
CYPSAAM 2007
This year the Sqn managed to register 2 teams into the All Island
Skill at Arms meeting . The teams consisted of 9 Royal Signals
pers from the 3 Tps and a token RAF officer.
T.his was a natural progression from the shooting camp, which
yielded some. ~ood results. Our A team eventually won the falling
plate compet1t1on, the hard way, knocking out all the favourites as
well as CBF along the way! Cpl 'Dino' Simpson, the defending

So it was on to the plate final for us and after a good day's rugby
we were ?onfident we could take the trophy back to Cyprus with
us. The final was against 14 Sig Regt and it turned out to be a
very tightly contested game with neither team giving anything
away. It stayed close until the final stages when 14 Sig Regt
scored a late try to secure the win . Even in defeat, every member
of the squad could hold their head up and be proud of their
perfo~man ces against a number of much larger units. The day
was finished with a trip into Cardiff for a well earned drink in our
splendid new pink polo shirts.
SQUADRON MARCH AND SHOOT COMPETITION
Due to an increased workload over the last 6 months with PreJPA installations and Project Montgomery amongst others, mil trg
had taken a backseat in the Unit. It was decided to hold a
Shooting Camp and March and Shoot Competition to bring our
ski lls up to speed. The concept was to have 2 days of quality
shooting coaching (without an APWT in sight!) and a competition
~ bnng everything together and also help select a team for
YPSAAM 07 . The 2 practice days went well and it was
sat~sfying to see everyone's shooting improving. There was also
an. introduction shoot with the Minimi for all which gave Cpl
' Competition started
'Din 0 ' s·1mpson wood ! The March and Shoot
early and for most of the day the "Old Timers" team consisting of
Mai Johnson, Flt Lt King, W02(USM) Crawford and W02(FofS)
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The Squadron team with silverware

Pistol Champion secured another year to boast, just snatching it
out of the hands of Flt Lt Pearce. On the individual front SSgt
Phil Mcleish came 4th overall and Flt Lt Pearce was 5th, ahead
of all the Inf! Everyone gained something from the experience
which proved a welcome break from the workload.
'
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DHEKELIA TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Jim Boyden
SSgt 'Kips' fisher

Once again, it's been a busy period for Dhekelia Tp, with the
recent attachment of 20 Army Cadets, aged 15 to 17, with
SNCOs and Officers from Sussex Army Cadet Force taking a look
at life in the Royal Signals. Under the guidance of Cpl Scotty
Lewis and Cpl Tam Rennie, a 7-day programme was put
together which jammed in as much as humanly possible.
Highlights included a 3-day FD<, Ex LIONS ROAR, which
introduced the Cadets to life in the fd and included veh anti
ambush drills, pl attacks and firing the Minimi LMG and GPMG.

So long to Sig Hall who is off to sunny Corsham and welcome to
Sig White recently in from NI. Congratulations to the guys in the
Tp who have passed their Class 1 entrance exams.
EPISKOPI TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Ian Peers
SSgt Phil Mcleish

It's been a busy few months for Epi Tp. The lads have been
working hard on projects that have been coming in thick and fast
but with a few late days worked, it's all back on track.
'
There have been a lot of personality changes within the Tp with
the departure of Sig Aide Mills and Sig Steven Greensleaves to
1O Sig Regt on promotion . Sig Andy Mercer is
off to 2 Sig Regt with Sig Davey Moore hot in
his tracks.
But straight into the cauldron came Cpl Gaz Coy
from 7 Sig Regt, LCpl Richie Barlow from
Chelsea Barracks, and both Sigs Billy Elliot and
Mark Billingsley from Blandford.
The Tp has also seen some of its members
deploy on ops. Sigs Danny Wassell and Davey
Moore both went off to Afghanistan and the
New Year saw Cpl Bob Wells and Sig Jamie
Kerr off to Iraq and we have LCpl Derek
Slowey and Sig Jamie Reynolds in the sunny
South Atlantic.
Some of the guys have not been so lucky with
LCpl Mark Thompson off in Blandford
completing his Class One and Cpl Andy Fu
completing his CBRN course.
PLANS AND PROJECTS DEPARTMENT
S03 Plans

Capt (TOT) Mark Paveley

t..:....£.GM.oo--''-'-"'--'-.........~--'-'-,_,._~-'--~:..__--_,,,;r,.~_:.:.~~'-'-~~~---'-"--'----...!!

Cpl Caddy meets a nasty end at the hands of the Cadets
Special mention must go to Cpls Matt Caddy and Graham
Brown, who provided a superb enemy force, complete with

shades, bad shirts and cigars!
Also included in the programme were flights in a Griffin helicopter,
courtesy of 84 Sqn, a survival lesson from the ever superb SSgt
Phil Mcl eish, and a water sports and beach BBQ organised by
LCpl Paul Bates, which rounded off the week superbly.
Altogether, the week was regarded as a all round success, with
the Cadets having learned a !ot about Corps life and the NCOs
and Sigs of the Tp gaining some valuable teaching experience.
There were even a few tears at the airport as some of the girls
were going to miss LCpl Pain!
AKROTIRI TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Paul Williams
SSgt D'Or

Yet again the Akrotiri Tp is as busy as ever! The Red Arrows have
recently arrived on island for their 6 week trg camp and set a new
record by booking out their first comms fault within 25 mins of
landing!
Congratulations to Cpl Barinisavu who tied the knot in Fiji during
his DOMCOL leave. Now that he is back, we might get some
work out of him. A lot of Tp pers have been gaining various mil
and AT qualifications on island in the past couple of months.
None needed it more than Sig Brookes, who recently managed
to get one of the 4x4 vehs stuck in the bondu! And then did it
again in exactly the same spot, while showing someone where
she had got stuck previously. Great skills!
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UK MOD SANGCOM PROJECT TEAM

For those readers who are not aware of what
Capt Paveley's little empire does, Plans and Projects is a truly
joint section with 4 x Royal Signals, 3 x RAF, 2 x UK civil
servants, 1 x Cypriot comms engineer and 1 x UK dependant.
Their responsibilities include ICS Change Management,
structured cabling design and planning, Coordinating Installation
Design Authority, Whole System planning, Estates Requirements
interaction, Bowman and Commercial Radio Systems Manager,
Quality Assurance and Eqpt Care Management and Military and
Commercial Course administration. Plans and Projects have
recently been heavily involved in the implementation of Project
WELCHMAN , a project to improve all structured cabling for
Secret and Restricted LAN Interface (SU and RU) in order to
prepare for Dll(F).
There are approximately 12 major projects on the go at the
moment, including a new instrument landing system at Akrotiri, a
complete rewire of HQ BFC J2 and the 81 Sqn M visit to replace
the Akrotiri DFTS main ring and flight safety circuits.
Farewell to our Draughtsman, Mr Colin Baldwin, leaving to join
DE&S ISS (G); formerly DCSA(G) and good luck and farewell to
W02(FofS) Gaz Clapham , leaving on promotion to 1 Armd Div
HQ & Sig Regt. His leaving function was held on 30 March 07,
superbly organised by W01 (FofS) Richie Paterson and
incredibly well hosted by Capt (TOT) Mark Paveley with one of
the funniest and best speeches ever heard by the gathering.
As a testament to the tasks carried out by Gaz, the attendance
included Royal Signals and RAF members of the Unit as well as
the civil service Dll Team, civilian BT Team and mil HQ BFC J6
Team. Gaz and his fair wife Andi depart with their girl s, Jordan
and Courtney for the pleasures of Herford having fully explored
the delights of Cyprus and Bulgaria!
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POSTED TO THE SANO BOX - by Lt Col Mike Burke
Volunteer to go to Saudi Arabia? You have got to be kidd.
Sure, there are .benefits
..
b such as Loan Service Pay and ce rtin~.
a1n
oth er liearn f.ac1 11t1es, ut these can't compensate for the danger,
the oppressive heat, the change of schools, the restrictions on
women, the ban on alcohol, the different T&C and the lack of
personal
freedomh, can. they? If that's what you think , th en s t op
.
rea d1ng now. 0 t erw1se, read on ...

considering asking for a 1 year extension. To conclude, do not
rule out a posting to the sand box.

Whilst I was on POTL following a 6 month UN tour in the
HQ
Democratic Republic of Congo, I was selected to move fr
UKSC(G) to SANGCOM in Saudi Arabia. Less than a
before .the _Christmas break, with the carrot of promotion upon
arrival 1n Kingdom, a move in the early part of January seemed
entirely reasonable. Perhaps a chat with my wife Diane
Id
h
· ·
d
•
, WOU
ave injecte ~ome common sense into proceedings but a few
we~ks of frantic arrangements and a great deal of flexibility from
various depts around JHQ eventually squared away
arrangements, which usually take 4 or 5 months.

mo~t~

Being so busy probably prevented me from considering many of
the welfare and family aspects of a move to such a different
cultur~ and climate. However,the person who would personally
~xperienc.e the greatest changes, my wife Diane had plenty of
time.to think on these matters. Although the MOD sends a
posting. pack with details of the country, it seems to paint a rather
blac~ ~1cture of t~e security situation, the religious police,
re~trict1ons on freight etc. This heightened the anxiety about
going to Saudi Arabia which, when added to the prospect of a
further 2 year career break, did not help Diane to sleep easily.
So it was with some considerable trepidation that we
disembarked from the plane on 10 January to be met by Maj
Dave Ball and a couple of the SANGCOM sp staff. From the
moment we set off down the immaculate motorway to when we
arrived at our spacious house to find a succession of new
colleagues coming around to welcome us to the Team the
preco.nceptions which we had brought with us from E~rope
steadily dropped away. That erosion has continued during the 2
months we have now had in country, so that we are both now
extremely positive about the experience and to a degree
embarrassed by the ideas we brought with us.
'
T~e security situation has been massively tightened since the

highly reported attacks against Westerners of 2004. Every
Western compound is guarded by the National Guard, the best of
the Saudi Armed Forces and there are a myriad of different police
forces adding to the security of the nation. Whilst we have yet to
experience the suffocating heat of the summer months, coming
home from work, going for a swim and sunbathing in January
takes some getting used to!
ih~ .s.tandard of the children's schooling is excellent, as are the
ac1libes an? large number of activities which they can pursue.
Piano'. 10 pin bowling, swimming, tae-kwon-do, tennis,
badminton and drama are just the ones my 2 children have joined
so far.

Some P.eople think that living in compounds is a security
preca~t1o n . Whilst this may be a benefit, in reality it is aimed at
reducing the culture shock when coming to the country which is
at the heart of the Muslim faith. With extensive facilities provided
at no extra cost, Arabic dress Is forbidden - western standards
:re .obligatory and ve:r well accepted. Hence, the home
nvir?nm~nt 1s very s1m1lar to back home ... except the air
conditioning is on more often!
1 could

go on in more detail but most people have probably
stopped reading by now anyway. My family came to Saudi
Arabia with huge trepidation; 2 months on, we are already
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The Iris Trip Lunch

VISIT OF THE SOinC(A)
As part of his annual tour of Royal Signals units, SANGCOM were
privileged to have the o~portunity of recently hosting Brig JE
T~ o m as MBE ADC, S01nC(A). Whilst notorious for the hot
climate, the Brig must have thought he had been taken to the
wrong country, as we were experiencing some of he worst
wint~rs for many years. I say worst for us but a very welcomed
soaking w~s enjoyed by the Saudis. That said, I am sure it didn't
dampen his enjoyment of the visit.
The SOi.n~(A) experienced an extremely hectic series of office
calls, bnef1ngs and meetings that took up most of his first
morning in the Kingdom. Accompanied by the Project Director
Col_ Jo Fletcher throughout, key meetings included office calls on
Mai. Gen Mohammed Khalid, Comd of the Saudi Arabian
N_at1onal Guard (SANG) Sig Corps, the Defence Attache, Brig Ian
Liles OBE and. Comd British Military Mission, Brig Jim Tanner.
The meeting with Maj Gen Mohammed Khalid culminated in a
traditional Arabic Khabsah lunch - a cross legged sit down meal
of roast goat and rice in the corridor outside the Gen's office
tog.ether_with Team Members and National Guard Sig Corps '
Officers 1n attendance! I can't see this happening at Blandford!
Later that afternoon the Brig was treated to a cultural visit to
downtown Riyadh accompanied by Mrs Shirley Ball and Maj
Dave Ball. This gave him a chance to experience the interesting
driving techniques on the way to the Gold Souk!
Day 2 commenced with a series of short presentations by the
Ops ~aint and
(OM&l) Team, headed up by Lt Col Tony
Sar~mson . MaJ Stu Gillespie highlighted some of the major
achievements and events that the OM&T are involved ine~amples s~ch as the annual Hajj and the Janadriya Fe~tival in
R1y~d h: MaJ Scotty Steven gave an insight on the life as an LO.
Mai Mick Purves gave an overview of the Trg conducted by the
Pnme Contractor pnor to escorting the SOinC to the National
Guard Signal School for another office call - this time to the
Commandant, Brig Abdul-Aziz Al Fowzan. The SOinC presented
a Corps plaque to the Commandant and was given a whistle stop
tour of the School by ex-Corps members Lt Col (Ret) Glen
Bartliff, ex-W01 (YofS) Dave Brudenall and ex-W02(FofS) Bob
Thomas.

'.rg

The afternoon continued with an excellent informative
~resentat ion by the SOinC on the "State of the Corps". This was
1mmed1ately followed by the presentation of his Warrant Officers
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provided, especially during your free time, which you
will want to spend off camp sight seeing.

Royal Warrant to W02 (YofS) Dan Hnath by the SOinC.

EXERCISE COBALT FIRE 12 - 23 MARCH 07
- by Sig Chris Tuck

The final act in what was a very busy and full programme was a
Team supper held at the .Project Director's Villa which Nas
attended by all the Corps Team Members and their wives, along
with numerous ex-Corps expatriates, too numerous to name! An
excellent end to what was an excellent visit.
JANADRIYAH NATIONAL FESTIVAL OF HERITAGE AND
CULTURE

Ex COBALT FIRE 12 - 26 March 2007 was a 5 day
MATis/Range package split into 2 separate weeks
to enable as many of the Tp as possible to be
'
trained right from APWT (TS), through TIFF with the
culmination of the trg being a live fd firing r~nge.

SANGCOM , with the SANG, are responsible for providing the
comms for one of the most important cultural festivals in the Arab
world, the annual National Festival of Heritage and Culture at
Janadriyah near the capital Riyadh.
The 2 week spring festival is a cultural event with exhibitions,
sword dancers, songs and music from the various regions within
Saudi Arabia. The opening ceremony, attended by the King and
several other Arab Princes, includes 'The 60 km Grand Camel
Race' that takes more than 1 hr for the fastest camels to
complete.
The comms provided include secure radio, digital exchanges
providing service to more than 800 temporary subscribers and
extensive data and LAN services. As would be expected, there is
a long lead time in providing these services and it is no mean feat
to establish exactly what is required where and when and to
ensure it is actually delivered as expected.

When deploying for a live firing range camp, it is
always hoped that it will be injury free. One member
of the Tp thought it would good to have an injury
before we even left the camp! Enter Sig Robbo
Robertson, who decided to go over on his ankle
playing football and get himself off the ex as the
proud owner of a laminated sick chit!

Brig Thomas presents a Corps plaque to Brig Abdul-Aziz Al
Fowzan, Commandant National Guard Signal School

The MOD LO, Maj Andy Rickman's involvement primarily
involves this detailed co-ordination between the Saudi and Prime
Contractor engineers in fulfilling the comms requirement. This
year's event was very successful and passed with no glitches,
both from an entertainment value and more importantly to us
anyway, to a high quality integrated comms service. A good
effort by all involved.

628 SIGNAL TROOP

oc
Tp FofS
Tp SSgt

Capt AOH Biggs
W02(FofS) Taff Ceaser
SSgt Randy Randerson

INTRODUCTION
Since the last article back in the February edition of The Wire, the
few remaining Tp pers still in Afghanistan have returned to Elmpt,
ushering in a period of recuperation. The Tp enjoyed much
needed post tour leave over the New Year, followed by a belated
Christmas function and then for many of us, a much deserved
skiing trip to Bavaria.
At the time of writing and now well into March, the Tp has started
its build up trg for the next deployment to Afghanistan in the
autumn. NATO comms courses are ongoing throughout the year
for individual Tp members. March sees MATis and live firing in
the form of Ex COBALT FIRE 12 - 23 March 07 , followed by
comms trg and ex preparation in April.
May will ,ee the majority of the Tp deployed to Berlin for Ex
KINDRED SWORD 29 Apr - 28 May 07. OPTAG Trg is already
planned for June, which will then see the Tp virtually ready for
deployment. All in all, the year is already mapped out with the
pace of life remaining high for everyone.
THE NATO COMM UNICATIONS AND INFORMATION
SYSTEMS SCHOOL, LATINA, ITALY - by LCpl Bomber Brown
The NATO CIS School (NCISS) is where I have just spent 3 weeks
learning as much as possible about BME Promina 800. The
School is situated 40 mins by train south-east of Rome, on the
outskirts of Latina. Getting there is a bit of a trek involving
connection flights, several trains and a kamikaze taxi journey!
NCISS offers a wide variety of comms courses, from PABX
(various makes and models), Web administrator courses right
through to satellite terminal and Fibre-Optic maintenance
courses. All courses are in English and are usually very well put
together and taught. The level that courses are taught at can
seem a little basic to UK Forces pers, as they are aimed at all
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NATO students; some having a better command of English than
others! The BME Promina 800 course was made up of some very
interesting characters such as Sven, who we were sure was
some sort of Icelandic James Bond, Vidas, a Lithuanian who
must have been a Bond baddy or part of the former KGB!
Gioanni was an Italian who was very good during the theory
sections of the course but would struggle with the practical side
of fastening his fly. Sgt Swiggs was a rather camp looking
Belgian who had a special relationship with our very own LCpl
Vaughan, enough said on that! There was also an American
called Jason who must have the world's most boring collection of
photos, which he liked to show everybody.
The camp itself provides you with lots to do, if you enjoy
watching BFBS television, eating pasta and running around
perimeter fences for just over a mile; even LCpl Hosty can
manage enough laps to get bored!
So after a few days I suggested getting the 1900hrs tpt into
Latina town centre for a little cultural exploration, visiting a
restaurant and then heading to a bar. Sgt Ross Lyon and Cpl
Kev Smith particularly liked Bar/Restaurant 'Bleeker', which does
the biggest and best steaks we had ever seen. They weighed in
at an incredible 1kg and the waitresses were very nice on the
eyes too! The Irish bar, 'Doolins' is the place to be on a Thursday
night with live music and a wide selection of beverages but the
food in there was not brilliant, so go to 'Bleeker' first. Both bars
are on the map of Latina you are given when you first arrive.
From about 1200hrs on Friday until 1800hrs on Sunday the camp
practically shuts down, so most of the long course students head
for Rome or Naples. We got the train into Rome for the weekend
to do a bit of sightseeing and have a few refresh ments of an
evening. The best place in Rome in my opinion is 'The Nags
Head' and you can get in there for free by going on a highly
informative and historical tour called the Colosseum AC (After
Crawl), or the Spanish Steps BC (Bar Crawl), both are well worth
doing if you want to meet some like-minded people in Rome.··
I would advise people attending a course at the NCISS to take
lots of money, as the majority of tpt and meals, etc are not

For the rest of the deploying troops, Monday
morning began with a very rude 0530hrs start
followe~ by a ve.r'f. cramped 4 hr drive to Sen~elager.
To add insult to 1n1ury, Cpl Leigh Tyrell decided to
cheer us up even more by turning up an hour late to
open the armoury, so as you can tell things were not
starting well.

When we finally .g~t to the ranges, it was straight into the thick of
it as we had to fit in our wpn handling test, zeroing and APWT, all
by.1600hrs when the range had to be closed, which is where
being a small unit comes into its own! The drama continued as
~e lost LCp~ Anna Gailey, also to an injury she picked up playing
in the same infamous game as Sig Robertson. The mood was
only lifted by the emergence of the sun towards the end of the
day.
Tuesda~

was the day that everyone was looking forward to with
trep1dat1on. It began with our PTI , LCpl Johnston making his
appearance on the ranges to take us for our fire team
assessment (FTA), which was to incorporate a 2 mile run to be
comp!e~ed in 22 mins, followed by a advance to contact 'shoot the minimum score being 61 per fire team. Unfortunately one
team did not make the grade at their first attempt and had to do
th7 entire FTA again. As we were all now considered fully trained
snipers (at least by ourselves), it was time to advance to live field
f1nng, which included both individual and pairs fire and
movement. This is what we had all been looking forward to and
even in full kit with the sun beating down, no one cared as soon
as the adrenaline started to flow. For some of the lads this was
~.he first time using live rounds in this manner - not just shouting
bang bang!"
With just one day left before our confirmation ex, it was time to
move on to evacuation of casualty under fire drills, which is
always. fun as 1t always seems to be the big blokes that get hit
every time! The lads were really starting to get into the swing of
t~1ngs and we were working like a well oiled machine, so it was
time for an early finish ready for the next day.

That night we decided to go and watch the show that was on in
the NAAF.I bar which consisted of 2 girls in tight clothes singing
and dancing. Some members of the Tp started to feel sorry for
the girts as they turned round and asked if anyone wanted to
come and dance. They did not even get the chance to finish the
sentence before the boys were on their way up, including certain
older members of the Tp, whom I have never seen move so fast!
The last day was the confirmation ex which started with a 200m
advan.ce to the first target. The anticipation really got the blood
~umping . Then the first target came up and we were straight in to
it. T~e safety catches were in place and the rounds started
pouring down the range, all going well as we advanced over
500m, dropping targets as we progressed. Then to finish, we had
to carry out a CASEVAC, so we sent in the big man, LCpl
Bomber Brown to get the casualty out. Did he ever pull it off!
The 'safety' looking after him could not keep up!
Over all it was a good week and we learned a lot, becoming
closer as a Tp and better for the live firing experience. Many
thanks to SSgt Randy Randerson and his trg team for all their
hard work planning and conducting the various ranges and trg.
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
The Tp warmly welcomes: Sgt Paul Mc Lauchlan who arrives
from JS~U (Cypru~) also Cpls Gibbo Gibson and Tony Ward
from 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt and 7 Sig Regt respectively.
The Tp would like to say farewell to: Cpls Jim Bradford Keith
Ford, Wilky Wilkinson and also LCpl Anna Gailey. Go~d luck in
your new posts and all the best for the future.

SQUASH

------

After the previous outstanding performance of the all conquering
2 Div Regtl Squash Team last season, culminating with success in
t~e. Maior Unit Squash Championships, it was always going to be
difficult to emulate and repeat this success. With an increase of
300 troops deployed on Op HERRICK as well as Op TELIC and
other enduring commitments, the Regt had a much smaller "pot

...
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Sig Stone assesses the casualty during a battle casualty simulation
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of talent" to select and train a team from. With a couple of strong
dependable team members deployed on ops, the hunt was on to '
form the next squad of brave soldiers to take on "the ultimate
gar:ie of mind and body. " After some early team trg sessions
trying to plug holes in the top 5 seeded players, some news was
heard on the grapevine that a Welsh 17 year old National youth
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standard player was about to finish trg at Blandford. After some
frantic phone calls and eventually some clear "direction" by a
very well known moustached squash player at MGM DIV, Sig
Richie Jones was on his way ti: 2 Sig Regt.
The early season competitions, such as the 2 Div Championships
were relatively easy for the Regt but crucially, the Northern
Championships were over a pericd when the Regt could only field
a team of 3 to enter the 5 man team competition, the qualifier for
the Army Championships and a must win competition.
Thankfully, even though the 3 selected players had to win all their
matches to qualify, the team of Maj Colin Jackson, Sig Richie
Jones and Capt Paul Downie squeezed through to take the
trophy. This paved the way for our biggest challenge, retaining
the Army Cup.
Fortunately (or so we thought), the Regt had a large number of
players available for the Army finals and the only problem in the
early stages was the seeding battle. However, as with all things
Regtl, the week before the finals, Cpl James Russell was
deployed at short notice on Op TELIC, SSgt Dhir's return flight
from Op TELIC was now the week after the competition and Cpl
Audra's wife decided to have a baby! This left the team
decimated to 4 players with 3 days to go; drastic measures were
required.
Although Capt Nirmal had "retired" at the end of last season and
not picked up a racquet for 12 months, he readily accepted the

challenge - we had a team : SSgt Dave Gallagher, Sig Richie
Jones, Maj Colin Jackson , Capt Nirmal and Capt Paul
Downie.
After breezing through the early rounds, the challenge was always
going to be the last match against DLO Andover, the Southern
Area Champions. They were a much stronger team than last year
with a clear "game plan" of how they were going to wrestle the
trophy from the Regt. First up on court were the "bankers" (yes
"bankers with a b ') Capt Paul Downie and Maj Colin Jackson.
After Capt Downie lost his first game and Maj Jackson was 1
game and 6 Love down in the second - things were not going to
plan! SSgt Dave Gallagher then gave his usual motivating "pep
talk": hit the ball harder and serve more! Both Maj Jackson and
Capt Downie duly obliged and after a real grind , Maj Jackson
came through 3 - 2 and Capt Paul Downie won 3 - 1 , leaving an
extremely cantankerous opponent literally kicking the back wall one more match and we were home and dry. Capt Nirmal and
Sig Richie Jones were next on court; both played fabulously and
to their full potential , blitzing their opponents with skill , disguise,
guile and speed . After they had physically and mentally
destroyed their opponents, the Army Cup was secured for 2 Sig
Regt again. SSgt Gallagher although badly injured , continued to
play at No 1 and although he lost, it was again an entertaining,
fabulous display of "one-legged survival squash." This was SSgt
Gallagher's last competition as he completes his 22 years
service and retiring as a double Army Champion is a most fitting
end to the career of the Royal Signals No 1 seed for the last
decade.

CORPS HOCKEY

ROYAL SIGNALS HOCKEY CLUB (RSHC)
- by Lt Col DG Proctor, Chairman RSHC
INTRODUCTION
My first iteration of RSHC notes appeared in the February 07
edition of The Wire but in the absence of any hockey activity in
December and January, there was nothing for the April edition .
Clearly the post Christmas period has offered some activities
worth reporting and as I write, much more is planned. What is key
to announce is the very generous support from BAE Systems
who, when approached, agreed to sponsor the RSHC for 2007.
Further years will require re-negotiation due to their sponsorship
budget and process. On that regard could I particularly thank Col
(Ret d) Keith Butler, BAE Systems Customer Relations Manager.
As Arnie said: 'I will be back'! That money will be used to support
tournaments and hosting as required.
Two key actions we have had for this period have been first, the
Corps team 's requirement to find opposition and we have done
that, and second for Units to participate in the Army Cup, and
here to we have been successful. Sadly our aspiration to
organise a Royal Signals Inter-Unit 7-A-Side at Blandford on 8/9
May 07 was hit by Unit availability and had to be cancelled. This
was to be followed by the RSHC Tour to Germany and Holland
from the 1O - 17 May, participating in the Leigh Cup organised by
Sgt Marcus Murcott, Secretary BA(G) Hockey. Fortunately the
Corps will be represented by a team from Germany, co-ordinated
by W01 (VOS) Brendan Plant. More news on that event in the
next edition of The Wire, including their warm up at the
AFNORTH White Knights International Hockey Festival 4 - 7 May.
UK RSHC FIXTURES
On 21 February, the Men's and Ladies' teams descended on
AMAS on a glorious sunny but chilly day. Neither team were at
their strongest but the Academy always suffer from absentees
due to exs. That said, we were privileged to 2 very swift and
spirited matches, both umpired just as skilfully by yours truly. (I
was however subjected to a quick resume of my mistakes in the
bar afterwards by Brian Mower, the Manager and LCpl Tim

238

Tyler, the inspiration and heavy weight in the centre field).
Returning to play! The Ladies faced some good individuals but
retained their structure and their collective effort to draw 4 - 4.
The Men, once they had mastered the pace and worked out who
was capable of what, just turned it on and ran out comfortable
winners 7 - 0. Key to this performance was some excellent goalkeeping from Cpl Dan·Cattermole and first rate attacking instinct
from Sig Ronnie Biggs.
Next, on 28 February, came the return of a traditional fixture
against Welbeck, re-titled the Defence Sixth Form College
(DSFC(Welbeck)) and relocated in a new, superb complex on the
old EW barracks at Loughborough. This was played in cold,
slicing rain against a young, efficient and in some areas gifted
team. At the start, we suffered from a number of missing players,
trapped in traffic jams on the A34. A 4 - 2 win to the Corps was
a good result, 2 goals coming from the '3 Toms' lent to us by
DSFC at varying stages. Again Dan Cattermole pulled off some
excellent saves from rising balls, and Tim Tyler commanded the
centre in his inimitable manner. Mr Unlucky was of course Sig
Shaun Wallace, who playing out of goal , took a bruising stick to
the mouth in the late stages.

Gutersloh followed immediat ely by a Germany Inter-Corps
Tournament.
GERMANY INTER-CORPS HOCKEY TOURNAMENT - by
W0 1(YofS) Brendon Plant

amazing stick skills, supported in the middle by Maj Tim Wood
and W01(YofS) Brendon Plant with the depth in defence
commanded by England Veteran Capt (QM) Neil Fisher.
The change in formation provided the force required to ensure the
next 3 opponents, RLC, REME and the AMS, all fell to the wrath
of Corps.
After the day's hockey the Corps and the Inf were equal on points
and the stage was set for a replay against them. However, due to
the long day's play, the teams decided the league should now be
decided by goal difference.
This unfortunately favou red the Inf who were crowned Winners
and left the Royal Corps of Signals Runners Up.
Overall a good day's hockey was enjoyed by everyone, especially
for 2Lt Dutch Osterloh and LCpl Danny Gormley, who were
selected to attend UK Corps Selection. The full , final results were:
ARMY CUP

Brendan Plant in full flow just before the hamstring anged

No doubt it will be necessary to read the Unit reports to see who
did eventually enter the respective Army Cup competitions for
Major and Minor Units and Ladies.

After a long wait, the Inter-Corps Hockey Tournament has reestablished itself as a permanent fixture in the BA(G) sports
calendar, thanks to the efforts of the BA(G) Secretary Sgt Marcus
Murcott.
The date set was Wednesday 14 March 07 for all the Corps
Germany teams to round up their hockey players and head for
Gutersloh for the RLC hosted Inter-Corps Tournament. In a pretournament friendly against the RLC to select a squad to take to
the tournament, the strength of the players available was
demonstrated by the crushing victory over the RLC.
The day of the tournament finally arrived and the aim was to
enjoy a good day's hockey, building on team cohesion, and to
provide the senior members of the team with an opportunity to
spot potential players for the Corps UK squad .
The first fixture against the Inf was tough. However, with the help
of LCpl Danny Gormley in goal, the Corps held the well
established opposition to a 0 - 0 draw. After another no score
draw against the AGC, Maj Tim Wood decided a change of
tactics was the order of the day.
This took the form of Lt Aff Burki leading the attack with some

Anyone monitoring Army sport and Soldier magazine will
again realise that commitments are throwing open the
opportunity to 'steal' a trophy, while the traditional
heavyweights are deployed.
In this situation we were feeling optimistic for 11 and 14 Sig
Regts, who did so well in the Divisional competitions but
who in the end fell to resounding defeats at the quarter final
stages to 1 RSME and 1 CS C(L) respectively. In Germany,
5 Rifles had cleared away any competition.

On 7 March it was planned to host a jamboree of Mens, Ladies
and Vets against the REME at Blandford. Sadly the Ladies were
moved to the 8th and they played Winchester HC on the 7th.
Both these games had to accommodate availability problems and
ended as useful run outs for the few there. Meanwhile, against
the traditional winners or finalists of the Inter-Corps Tournament,
the Men produced some slick, mature play to win 3 - 0 with Lt
Aff Burki providing the experience and skills to link the forwards
and defence so successfully. The Vets faired less well, losing 3 1 to a team that had a little more stick play and the ability to
move the ball quickly in most directions.

THE FUTURE
Reports will follow on the Inter-Corps at Aldershot on 24 -

26 April and then we will turn our attention to building for
07/08, to include:
Wareham, Dorset 7-A-Side Festival 4 - 5 August 07
Salisbury HC Festival 24 - 28 August 07

EVENTS IN RSHC GERMANY
With a strong RSHC Management team now in Germany our
expectations have been high. That focus sits with Capt Sophie
Howe, W01 Brendan Plant and Sgt Marcus Murcott. On 2
March, a warm up game was played against the RLC at
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Swift and Sure - Major Tim Wood doing what he does best
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Royal Signals Inter-Unit Indoor Tournament September
07.
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de Janerio. Although not the final destination for the
crew of Leg 8, Rio de Janeiro had been the second
destination for the exped on Leg 2, Canary Islands
to Rio de Janeiro. Leg 8 commenced in Buenos
Aires, when the new crew collected the yacht from
the off going Southern Ocean crew of Leg 7. The
yacht Adventure had certainly seen some miles
during th~ past 9 months, especially having sailed
from Wellington to Buenos Aries rounding the
infamous Cape Horn. The exhausted crew gladly
handed over the yacht to the new crew who are
taking the C~allenge 67 yacht Adventure to Antigua
to compete 1n the famous Antigua Race Week. A
new crew will then start the long trip back to
JSASTC in Gosport for Adventure to undergo some
much needed R&R.

ROYAL SIGNALS LADIES HOCKEY
the Corps for the first time. They stepped up to the challenge
admirably.

MID SEASON REPORT
Royal Signals Ladies Hockey made an excellent starr to the
season when they were narrowly beaten in the final of the Army
Inter-Corps Indoor Hockey Tournament in Aldershot in October
06. Wins against the AGC and the REME put them through as
Group Leaders to the semi-finals where they met AMAS, where
the final score was 4 - 2 to the Royal Signals in an exciting and
hard fought match. The RLC were the opposition for the final
and they took an early lead. We drew level but in a nail biting
finish, RLC went on to win 3 - 2.
This was an excellent result, especially as op commitments and
injuries prevented established squad members from playing and
so a number of new players were given the chance to represent

Since then the focus has switched to preparation for the InterCorps Outdoor Tournament which will be held in Aldershot from
24 - 26 April 07 .
The squad have played 3 fixtures to date, drawing 4 - 4 with
AMAS, losing 6 - 0 to the AGC and drawing 1 - 1 with the REME.
The next fixture will be against civilian opposition, Sturminster
Newton, at Blandford on Sunday 22 April.
New players are always welcome to the squad. Anyone
interested in playing Ladies Hockey for the Corps should contact
Capt Sophie Howe on 97877 2418.

MERCURY CHALLENGE
ADVENTURE AND CREW CONQUER THE SOUTHERN OCEAN
AND ROUND CAPE HORN

Yacht Adventure and her 14 crew have gone further away from
any civilisation on this Earth and back. The world's most
desolate ocean has been crossed and the infamous Cape Horn
rounded . After 33 days at sea and 6109 nautical miles, the
ambition and challenge of a lifetime has been achieved by the
crew of Royal Signals Officers and Soldiers.
Leg 7 of Mercury Challenge from Wellington, New Zealand to
Buenos Aires via Cape Horn lived up to expectations. Severe
gales and storms were a common occurrence and the crew had
to live in permanently damp conditions in what can only be
described as a roller coaster. Mountainous seas crashed over the
yacht and the heads of the crew as they wrestled with sails on
the foredeck. Simple tasks like washing, cooking and even
moving around the yacht became increasingly difficult.

increased the chance of icebergs, so Skipper Sgt 'Windy' Gale
had an immense challenge on his hands. As Adventure sailed
south into the lower latitudes, the temperature dramatically
decreased, and as Lt Emma Cameron commented; "I have to
say it is freezing and this combined with the wind chill means that
we have had to adopt a PT programme to keep us warm!"
The Southern Ocean weather is a law unto itself and within
minutes, everything can change so the Skipper and crew needed
to be prepared for every eventuality. After a couple of weeks at
sea, the Southern Ocean started to live up to its name with wind
speeds ranging from 35 - 55 plus knots, which are storm
conditions. The crew were being tested physically and mentally
having to work in the bitter cold environment. Imagine getting
caught in a torrential winter rain downpour that manages to seep
through the layers and penetrate your body resulting in a cold
ongoing shiver. You return to a dry house, to a warm shower and
bed. For the crew of Adventure they went down below after 4 hrs
on watch to a permanently damp cabin/saloon with the floor

After intensive maintenance and
preparation of the yacht in
Wellington and crew trg on and off

The leg ctarted with lighter winds
than hoped for, but this gave the
crew a chance to settle into routine
and get their 'sea legs'. Sea
sickness can be debilitating and
strike even the seasoned sailor
when they least expect it.
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On 26 February, the loud call of 'Land Ahoy' was shouted and
Tierra Del Fuego emerged from the mist. Having not seen land
for over 3 wee~s , the crew were overjoyed especially as Cape
Horn was within reach. Cape Horn is infamous for extreme
weather, as thousands of miles of water from the Pacific and
Southern Ocean~ has to pass through the small Drake Passage
between Antarctica and South America. Adventure's rounding
was to be no. less ~ventful than for sailors of years gone by. With
Cape Horn hidden 1n the mist, the wind dramatically increased
and 50 plus knots and large waves hit the crew with aggression.
Professionally and quickly reducing sails while accompanied by a
school of dolphins leaping in the air around the yacht the Cape
Horn rounding was certainly memorable for all involv~d
especially as the Cape did appear from the mist for a b~ief
moment.
The final 1500 nautical mile voyage up the South Atlantic to
~uenos Aires were far from quiet as the squalls led to the wind
1ncreas1ng by up to 30 knots in one hit, resulting in a small 'knock
down' where the Skipper's and crew's skills were put to the test
?nee again. Gradually the winds eased and the temperature
increased with the final stage of the leg going up the Rio De La
Plata. The Del Plata channel is 236km, with numerous port and
starboard lateral marks and a big handful of isolated danger
marks, marking a vast amount of hazards and shipwrecks. With
Uruguay to the north and Argentina to the south, the waterway is
very busy, with large commercial shipping making its way along
the channel. At 2200hrs, the first shore line hit the quay and
marked the end of a highly successful leg in which everyone on
board developed in many different ways.

the water, Adventure sailed on 3
February out of Wellington harbour
accompanied by sp from the Royal
New Zealand Corps of Signals.
Project team, family and friends,
not to mention the crew
themselves knew that during the
weeks following, harsh testing
conditions would be met by all
involved.

The first week of the leg was spent
sailing predominantly south in
order to get into the more stable
prevailing winds to drive Adventure
towards Cape Horn. Ocean sailing
is all about balancing up the
potential gains versus the risks,
and it was necessary to sail south
to get wind but this significantly

soaking wet and cold and potentially damp sleeping bag inside a
steel hulled yacht, before having to return back on watch after
only 3 hrs sleep to do it all again!

Skipper Sgt 'Windy' Gale commented on Leg 7 of Mercury
Challenge: "It has been a harsh leg, with plenty of fun and games.
We have had the cockpit fill up with water on more than one
occasion. Now and again the crew have had choice words with
each oth~r, over the most simplest of things, and everyone at
~ome point has had to dig deep in to their soul to get out of bed
in the early hours to go on deck to see what the Southern Ocean
has unleashed. To see Cape Horn in a 50 knots blow meant that
at least the crew was not let down by the Cape's reputation!"
MERCURY CHALLENGE COMPLETES CIRCUMNAVIGATION

The crew of Adventure rounding Cape Horn
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Mercury .challenge completed its circumnavigation of the globe
on crossing coordinates 22 ° 58' South and 43 ° 08' West at Rio
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The 25th Anniversary of the Falkland Islands was
being commemorated as the crew was changing
over in Buenos Aires and although the crew and
yacht tried to keep a tactfully low profile, the yacht
could not simply slip out of the marina unnoticed.
The swing bridge exit to Puerto Madero was booked
and the mid-afternoon town centre traffic was
ground to a halt, with the local office workers on
their lunch breaks out in force to give the yacht a
friendly wave goodbye. The crew encountered
some rough weather immediately on leaving the channel out of
Buenos Aries ~arbour, and spent the next 3 days in winds up to
Force 7. The 1nt~oductory phase to sailing for the majority of the
crew was a baptism of fire. The individual watches, made up of 4
crew members, quickly learnt how to handle the yacht and then
the rams came! The gruelling 4 hours on 4 hours off routine, with
a 24 hour mother watch took its toll. The crew was soon drilled
in the ability to cook meals for 14 people at an angle of 45° whilst
almost half the crew was suffering sea sickness. The crew had
sympathy with the previous crew who endured the same type of
weather for 33 days in the Southern Ocean and South Atlantic
Ocean, alb.eit at temperatures quite a lot lower and with slightly
stronger winds. The crew of Leg 8 were surprised to find
thems.elves in these conditions on what they expected to be the
sunshine leg! Danger then raised its ugly head in the form of a
tanker, who was. breaking all. maritime law was careering through
the South Atlantic Ocean, minus her night navigation lights. The
tanker appeared off the starboard bow of Adventure, much to the
crew's ~urprise, and only their quick reactions saved the yacht
from being rammed. The crew's prayers were answered after a
couple ~f days.and the winds died down. It was plain sailing for
a short time, with an accompaniment of dolphins, until the winds
completely died. The crew had to motor the majority of the
remaining 600 nautical miles, through rising punishing heat, with
th.e onset of sun~urn or sunstroke a constant danger. The lack of
wind was taking its toll on the engine and after a demanding 2
days, 1t was granted a couple of hours respite in order for critical
maintenance to be conducted by the Skipper. During this period
it was all hands on deck for the crew, who were allowed time to
cool off with a deserved dip in the sea. Shark watch was fully
alert throughout the proceedings and luckily no one was hurt
during the belly flop competition. Flt Lt Peter Hale excelled
himself in this discipline and earned himself the honour of being
at the helm to steer Adventure into Rio de Janeiro. Three
Brazilian Naval vessels exiting the harbour of Rio de Janeiro were
given a salute, which they hurriedly returned, with blows on horns
and lots of waving as they passed, signalling a friendly welcome.
The crew left Rio de Janeiro on Sunday 25 March 2007 refreshed,
refuelled and reloaded for the long stretch up to the Caribbean
islands, an estimated 22 days at sea.
ADVENTURE FLIES THE FLAG IN ANTIGUA RACE WEEK'S 40th
ANNIVERSARY

The 40th Anniversary of Antigua Race Week was always going to
be one of the highlights of the Mercury Challenge round the world
sailing exped. After Adventure had been seen by sailors and
supporters in various ports around the world, the Royal Signals
team was one of the main attractions. Proudly flying the British
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Army and Royal Signals flags, the team knew
they had a challenge on their hands
.
manoeuvring GO tonnes of steel around multi
million pound yachts on a small race track!

CORPS CROSS COUNTRY
- by Maj Mike Dooley

The week was made up of 5 inshore ;aces
with perfect conditions and excellen~
.
competition in 16 different classes of racing
and cruising boats, ranging from small
keelboats to huge ocean cruisers. There "!ere
203 yachts taking part in the racing and with
the additional spectator yachts, the waters
were very busy!
After adjusting to the intense heat of .Antigua,
the team trained hard practising tacking,
gybing and spinnaker drills. Challenge 67
yachts were designed to race aro~nd the
world and often this can mean being on one
tack for days, if not weeks. During the past
week, Adventure and crew have worked
exceptionally hard and pushed themselve~
and the yacht to get the best results possible.
SSgt Simon Fitzgerald said, "I could really
not believe how close some of these vast
vessels get to each other. It either shows
incredible skill or incredible stupidity!" It
cannot be denied that sailing in shorts and tshirts in the Caribbean, constant 10 - 20 ~not
winds and crystal blue waters has a certain
.
appeal, but if you watched Adventu:e doing spinnaker hoists for
the final 0.8 nautical miles to the f1rnsh and short tacking up the
shore to make the most of the wind bends around .the headland,
the Leg 9 team earned their money! Sgt H.elen Wmterson .
commented, "There is no escaping from, this heat and pounding
sunshine, especially whilst on the water' .
Adventure has been at the heart of the 40th Antigua Sailing Week
and the number of times she featured in. the end of week DVD is
a testament to the professional manner in which the team
performed, on and off the water. At the end, of the week,_
,
Adventure and crew teft English Harbour to The Great Escape

INTER-CORPS CROSS-COUNTRY RUNNING
CHAMPIONSHIPS 2007 - ROYAL SIGNALS WINNERS!
It was the last day of February and mid way through a week of
heavy wind and rain, consequently it was the perfect conditions
for the Inter-Corps cross country running championships. This
was to be a closely fought battle. The team had been selected
from those competing in the Corps and Army Championships,
with some team members having flown into the UK for the event.
Indeed our own Sgt Lowe had flown back that day from Canada
in order to compete. Many others had spent several days
training in the UK, having been released from their units in
Germany, Cyprus and in the case of some Corps, released from
the Op service in Iraq.

beat the other Corps by almost 100 points, which 1s a very
significant winning margin.
Mate Team results:
R SIGNALS 1st
RLC
REME
Inf
RA
RE
APTC
AGC
AMS

2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
9th

108 points (with the last runner to count
finishing in 24th position).
188 points.
287 points.
307 points.
317 points.
320 points.
336 points.
399 points.
663 points.

Ladies team result:

Close racing

being played by another English yacht and cheers, waves,
h ters and horns by sailors from all over the world, leaving the
c~eow in no doubt that they had made their mark on the regatta!
The overall racing was incredibly close and Capt Rachel ~icklin,
the mainsheet trimmer said, "it has been a fantast1~ experience..
racing against top performance yachts and professional sa11ors .
The final results were a great credit to all the team as the. Roya1
Signals Adventure came 7th in Class out of 18 and"1'1th in Fleet
out of 30. Skipper Sgt 'Windy' Gale commented, I m very
proud of them all - as they have all worked very ~ard out ~n the
water and have gelled really nicely as a good racing team ·

The championship started on the edge of the trg area, accessed
by Gibraltar barracks near Minley. The ground was exceptionally
wet. In places it was 8-10 inches of the kind of mud that seems
to be sapping energy from every step. The wind was blasting
and for the unfortunate ladies race (which was held first, ahead of
the men), the heavens opened and fired down a type of rain that
seemed to want to hurt them . But our steely girls were to laugh
at this hardship. They showed spirit, guts and determination to
defeat the opposition and steal 1st place from the balance of the
Army with Cpl Kate Connelly finishing 3rde overall.
The teams consisted of 10 runners, with the first 8 from each
team counting towards the overall score. The boys had the best
of the weather (although they did have to do 2 laps of the course,
compared to the ladies' 1 lap), as the rain lifted, leaving only the
wind and mud. The start was a mass of bodies that jostled,
pushed, fell over (for one or two) and then recovered to pour into
the trg area and push through the conditions to the finish. It was
a closely fought race with 'cap badge' prestige at stake. Any
moment of weakness by the runners was punished with 2 or 3
runners moving through to gain valuable points.
LCpl 'Chep' Chepkwonki and Sgt Lowe finished an amazing 1st
and 2nd against this fierce competition and the team as a whole

R SIGNALS 1st
Male Individual R SIGNALS positions:
1st
2nd
7th
11th
13th
21st
25th
24th
34th
49th

LCpl Chepkwonky
Sgt Lowe
Cpl Conlon
Cpl Potter
SSgt Castle
Maj Dooley
LCpl Allen
Sgt Smith
Sgt Kemp
LCpl Sievwright

Ladies individual positions.
3rd
6th
7th
12th
14th
20th

Cpl Connelly
Sig Tuppen
Sig Delaura
Lt MacDonald
Sig Magness
Cpl Harrison

CORPS WINDSURFING
CORPS WINDSURFING HITS THE MARK!
The first windsurfing event for 2007, which combined the
4th Inter-Corps Series race of the season and the Forces
Open Championships, was held at Hayling Island between
25 - 27 April. The Royal Signals team, comprising MaJ
John Fradley, Capt Bert Curtin, Sgt Rob Hickley and Cpl
Rob Spencer, congregated from as far as Germany and
Northern Ireland. We arrived at Hayling Island on the
afternoon of the 23rd to get in some much needed race trg
prior to the competition.
With the latest race eqpt, the team would be on the same
competitive racing boards and sails as other Corps and we
set about rigging up, tuning and tweaking the 10.8 square
metre sails for maximum performance. Once on the water
thA new kit proved to be very fast and much more
manageable than our previous racing rigs, which have been
described on more than one occasion as being akin to
wrestling a bear whilst stood on a tightrope. With the new
rigs tuned, tested and ready to race, we looked forward to
the first races.
To the disappointment of all, the wind let us down on the
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Team back into the spotlight of Army Windsurfing Racing.
Wednesday and there was only enough wind to manage a single
race. To add to this, the team suffered a ma1or impact and
damage to a board when Cpl Rob Spencer was caught on the
wrong side of the start line. A port o_n st~rboard collision resulted
in the Royal Navy burying a carbon fin 2 mi: 111to the nos~ of a
very expensive and fragile Army board. The HN were taking no
prisoners and it was up periscope for the reA of the week. This
meant a retirement for Cpl Spencer but the team still managed to
come 3rd in the Inter-Corps competition, with Maj Fradley
leading the team home.
The wind was variable for the final 2 days but there was enough
for a good number of races to get results in giant slalom, and
long distance races. The whole team managed to fin ish all the
races some with very good results, including two 6th places for
Capt 'curtin in the master blaster. Sgt Rob Hickley ~nd Cpl Rob
Spencer are to be congratulated for their determination an~
· the Corps Racing
putting in an excellent performance bringing

Overall the week was a notable suc~ess for the C?rps
Windsurfing team which saw a vast 1mprov~ment in all our
sailors' abilities. The team has a strong desire to continue to
improve and be more competitive in the future.
Anyone who is interested in Windsurfing should note that all
omers are extremely welcome whether you want to learn to
newc
·1·
bTty Th
windsurf or want to improve your current sa1mg _a 11 .
~
Corps has a good fleet of b?th teaching and raci ng _eqpt wit~
instruction and guidance being offered. For further 1nformat1on
contact Maj John Fradley on Elmpt 94868 4736 or Capt Bert
Curtin on Blandford 9437 1 5333. You can also visit the Corps
Website on:
www.army. mod.uk/royalsignals/sailing/rsyc/windsu~i_ng
where you can find details of what courses and training we have

c
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FALKLANDS 25

These are the recollections of some of the people who took part
in Op CORPORATE in 1982 -no more and no. /es~. It is by no
means complete and it is not an attempt to wnte history.
Corporate was a purely British op that landed our forces on a
hostile shore 8000 miles away; where they performed superbly
against the odds, in almost the worst conditi?ns imagin~ble.
Comms were universally difficult but Royal Signals soldiers rose
to the challenge and acquitted themselves well.
Two soldiers serving with Special Forces received decorations for
bravery and many gained lesser awards. Sadly 255 Servicemen
and 3 Islanders lost their lives.

It is now 25 years on from Op CORPORATE and the Argenti~e .
invasion of the Falkland Islands. The majority of those serving in
today's Army were not born when the Task Fore~ sailed south
why. Only
from UK ports, not knowing where they were going
18 members of the Corps awarded the South Atlantic Medal are
still serving.

?r

The battles to regain the Falkland lsIands were not a 'tin pot little
.
war' and 2007 provides an opportunity to re-evaluate. the actions
that surrou nded two small islands in the South Atlantic. Royal
Signals was deeply involved from the very beginning - or even a
little earlier - as this tale will tell.
s ome members of the Corps kept diaries. For the majori~ who
loaded their weapons in anger, for the fi rst and only ~i me m their
service, some of the memories have faded . Perceptions also
have changed and different values placed on the events of 1982.
some thoughts, never written down , have not left the mind's
pending tray - conspiracy theory or just a couple of glasses too
many at the wrong time?
In 1981 , Northern Ireland was the top operational priority. Cordon
and search rather than coy attacks were the order of the day. No
British soldier had been bombed or subjected to artillery
bombardment since Korea in 1952 .
Trg for the majority of the Army was armour orientated at Bde, Div
and Corps level on the wooded plains of Northern
Germany. The Corps deployed the BRUIN trunk system
and LARKSPUR radios. Frankly, life was very good and
for many, remained so during Op CORPORATE.
Philip Warner's Corps history 1945-85 'The Vit~I Link',
written 7 years after the event in 1989, opens with the
phrase:
"The Falklands War came as something of a surprise to
everyone ".

Maybe not. Events in early 1982 suggested there .wer:t
good reasons to doubt Warner's statement, certainly
the political level and around the MOD. 30 Sig Reg!
had pricked up its ears. Something was afoot - but
what?

The Falkland Islands - going ahore
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Shortly before deployment in February 1982, the Regt was
informed that "due to unrest on the streets of the Ghanaian
capital Accra", the ex was unsafe and was switched to Ascension
Island (ASI). A quick phone call to the British High Commission
in Accra to cancel all comms planning and log requirements told
the Ops Officer, Maj Tim Hallchurch, that Accra was quiet and
there was no threat of riots.
At that stage the switch was no big deal, time was short, no
recces, get new maps, re-focus and move on.
Landing in ASI was full of surprises. Fourteen hours in a Hercules
was not the best way to start but curiously, whilst the eqpt was
being unloaded, a VIP-fit VC10 flew in to park on the far
perimeter track. Contact was made with the unexpected arrival
to discover who, what and why the ex been 'invaded'. The CO,
COMFORASI or not, was met by an old chum who politely told
him to close his eyes, ignore the VC10 and b'gger off.

to offer
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By Col Roger Thompson, CO of 30 Sig Regt during Op
CORPORATE

In the Autumn of 1981, No1 Sqn (Heavy Radio) 30 Sig Regt was
scheduled for a fairly routine comms ex in Ghana, with the
ancient but lovable E21 and D11 /13. The recces had been
completed and the threat, largely from squadrons of mosquitoes,
was under control.

The Regt was well rehearsed with the comms eqpt
deployed but, and it was a huge but, results were far
from spectacular. It would have been difficult to
support a war of any magnitude. Spares wer~ ~ard to
come by and savings on travel and trg were b1t1ng
deeply. It was a great credit to the Tp and .Det comds
that morale remained high, through innovative and
above all cheap programmes
THE WIRE, JUNE 2007

VIPs from the MOD Central Staffs, including one admiral in
uniform, were loaded into local USAF transports and driven to
'Green Mountain' - the Administrator's hill top residence. The
process was reversed some hours later and would not have
caused another thought, had not a subsequent telephone call
from the same chum suggested this was "only a routine staff visit
and sorry, senior officers did not have the time to meet the
soldiers".
In 1981/82, Royal Signals were near the bottom of the financial
pecking order for all sorts of eqpt. The E21 HF transmitter was a
1960s RAF handout, pushing out 10 KW into a rhombic antenna
half the size of Twickenham. The D11 /13 1 KW transmitters were
ex-Borneo (1964-70) and knackered. The generators were
designed for NW Europe and suffered 'coughing' in the equatorial
temperatures. The ex was a disaster. The PXR, written honestly stated that in long range comms terms, 30 Sig Regt was nonoperational.
No surprises there, but in the second week of March, the
Treasury (not the MOD) threw open its coffers and friends, mainly
ex-Corps working at RACAL (now THALES) in Bracknell, asked
directly what we, 30 Sig Regt needed to replace the E21 and
013. We were also told, by the company, there was to be a
revised programme for the issue of tactical satellite eqpt.
Supplied to the Regt directly, the sky was the fi nancial limit but
crucially the word was, "say nowt". One TSC 502 was on trial
with the Regt about to deploy to Belize under comd Capt John
Thomas. Principal tests were to gauge the technical
effectiveness at the edge of the SKYNET footprint, but there were
no spares and trg for techs and operators was to be 'in-house'.
It was the "say nowt" that confi rmed that something really was
afoot. Although on block leave, the Regt voluntarily reduced from
7 days to 24hrs Notice To Move (NTM) and for good measure, the
SPEARHEAD elements from 2 Sqn (Light Radio) were deployed to
shakedown on Lulworth ranges.
On Thursday 1 April, the duty officer Maj Tony Sugden knocked
on the CO's door to report that, via a telephone call, the NTM had
been reduced . Sugden was reminded that hard copy was the
order of the day, 1 April had alternative titles and that he and the
rest of us, should relax.
However, we moved like hell in all directions on the Friday, when
the confirmatory signal announced that Argentina was invading
the Falkland Islands. Everyone but everyone between London
and Plymouth held a conference, which was understandable as
there were no effective Joint Theatre emergency plans to
reinforce the Falklands. Few had any idea where the Islands were
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and at first glance the movement and logistic problems were
immense.
There was no panic largely because the Regt had practised
SPEARHEAD deployments on numerous occasions - and at this
stage this was just a series of well rehearsed drills.
Refurbishment of the eqpt was clinical, out loading and packing
went smoothly and the first package, the new TSC 502 TACSAT
eased out of Blandford for Plymouth to join the RFA Fort Austin
and 'possibly' (at this stage) to deploy with HQ 3 Cdo Bde. It
was commanded by LCpl, A/Cpl and Local Sgt Sammy
McElreavey - just the man needed for a crisis. By 1700hrs a
second TSC 502, together with a fully sufficient CLANSMAN HF
321Z Rear Link Det and crypto suite had departed.
By 4 April, the concept for an initial response had hardened
sufficiently to call an Orders Group. Hallchurch and W02(YofS)
Pet er Baron travelled to Plymouth, where the situation was
briefed to an expectant audience. Ever the pragmatist, Baron
started to scrounge arctic warfare eqpt - any item whatsoever
that would supplement the very meagre Norway stocks held at
Blandford . The ROMS at the Bde HQ saved the day but that was
the tip of the logistics iceberg.
By 5 April the dets were safely stowed on HMS Fearless , the FFR
vehs having been transferred by LCU to the tank deck.
It is worth pointing out at this time, about 4 days into Op
CORPORATE, that the calls on the Corps front line capability
were increasing as resources, post-deployment diminished.
After the 1st XV deployed, the strength of an experienced Ops
Room staff came into its own. It cannot be too strongly stressed
that at this time there were no agreed strategic solutions, the
ORBAT was 'iffy' and there were no tactical plans. It was a
matter of making some broad assumptions and drawing up a
'one solution frts all' comms plan.
Working closely with HQ 1 Sig Gp, Col Mike Marples, Maj s
Andrew Gale and Andy Locke , HQ 3 Cdo Bde and Northwood
helped unravel a complete muddle. It was also obvious that
some massive fists on small maps were starting to 'think big' and
subsequent tasking would require top notch soldiers and dets to
be kept in reserve to meet the 'in case' requirements.
On 6 April, HMS Fearless and escorts slipped out of Plymouth to
a quiet send-off. The Regtl ruling was 'farewells' at the front door
and families huddled around the TV to watch the ships and their
relatives depart.
The destination was Ascension, where Fearless anchored on 17
April and remained until 29 April - nearly 2 weeks - whilst the
diplomatic wrangling shifted the ground around once more. This
was a valuable period for briefings and to 'reorg' the dets. Capt
John Thomas, Satellite Tp Comd, flew in from the footprint trials
in Belize complete with a bergen full of satellite spares.
Maybe the easiest deployment was the COMMCEN Ascension
dets via RAF Brize Norton under SSgt(YOS) Alfie Thomas and
SSgt(FofS) Colin Mitchell. Together with 18 soldiers they slotted
back into the very rooms, tables and chairs they had vacated,
post the disastrous ex in February.
Coincidence? - no way! HF radios were now the RACAL self
tuning TIA 1885, which worked as long as there was an
ionosphere to support them.
On 1 May, the Task Force set a course due south to joir the
battle fleet and on 5 May came the devastating news that HMS
Sheffield had been sunk by a French built EXOCET missile.
Continuation trg became the order of the next 14 days. No
trouble grabbing the attention of every soldier on survival skills,
life boat drills and 'Conduct after Capture' , which really screwed
down the fact that war and the battles that were to become
legends were imminent.
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20 May: Fleet closed up to tight formation . Force 7-9.
Radio silence.

At a point 850 nautical miles ENE of the Islands, the temperatu.re
held at 9 degrees Celsius, but the wind was reaching 100mph in
a Force 10/11 gale with 15-20 ft waves. The boat decks were put
out of bounds and Cpl Albert Allison received his mail - joining
instructions for a Leadership Course on 24 May.

21 May: Fleet entered Falkland Sound. First shots
fired from Fanning Head. Cpl Thornton Granville and
party despatched 79 x SEA KING under-slung loads for
29 Cdo Regt RA with 105mm guns and T Bty with
Rapier. Under fairly constant air attack. Sh*t was
flying all around us and it was not until 25 May that the
LCU deposited the signals dets at the Aiax Bay
refrigeration plant. Not in the right place but ashore
and near enough, until a friendly Sea King agreed to
lift the main eqpts to a dip in the ground a few hundred
yards away. Just as well. When the plant was bombed,
the adjacent ammunition storage depot incurred a
direct hit and more sh*t, this time British of a greater
calibre, was flying in all directions.
Baron recalls: "Any doubts about how to dig vanished when an
Argentinian Skyhawk was shot down overhead ~ the pilot ejecting
200yds from the shore to be picked up by a rigid raider.
Sig Rod Cowan had been told that a beac~ landing would
probably suffer 75% casualties and was doing his sums!
.
"Manning the VRC 322 link forward to 3 Cdo Bde was one thing
but then the long haul HF det to Ascension required an 80ft mast
which would improve comms. 'Expletive', I thought. It might just
act as an aiming mark for the Argie aircraft attacking below mast
height!"

Disembarking SATCOM in San Carlos Water

Each day thereafter was significant:
15 May: Active Service declared
17 May: Sleep fully dressed , guns manned at all times.
19 May: HMS Invincible and Hermes with Harriers and
helicopters joined the fleet. Bit of a reality check when
morphine was issued!
20 May: Ammunition issued and Maj Butler arrived in
Ascension to join QE2 - Reality checks were running
into each other!

But there was 'no second bde 'on hand and a one star HQ had to
be thrown together in haste. It was titled 5 Bde. The signals
assets were taken from 8 Fd Force HQ and Sig Sqn under Maj
Mike Forge with 2 Scots Guards and the Welsh Guards, both
Public Duties Battalions, 2/7 Gurkhas from 6 Fd Force and 12
Regt RA in close sp.
None of the units in 5 Bde had Royal Signals Rear Link Dets
(RLDs), which had to be provided by 30 Sig Regt. Using Land
Rover borne VRC 351 Z and PRC 321, these dets were
commanded by Cpl Scottie Reynolds (2 SG), Cpl Steve Jarvis
ryvG) and Cpl Chris Aslett (2/7 Gurkhas).
The ad hoc formation spent a week in Brecon shaking down and
1n particular re-equipping from LARKSPUR to CLANSMAN radios.
The logistic problems 'trawling' the country for CLANSMAN
radios, largely from the TA Inf and University Officer Training
Corps, were a quartermaster's nightmare. Not so much the radio
boxes, but the batteries and ancillaries 'complete to CES'. The
War Maintenance Reserve, normally earmarked for BAOR only,
was raided to make good deficiencies and particularly build up a
Falklands reserve.
The square at Blandford was littered with radio kit, which was
quickly issued against signature (!), but many left with 'diffies' It
is also worth remembering that only a few of the operators and
techs were trained on the new range; there were no spares and
tech manuals were only 'in the pipeline'.

Capt Thomas recalls the same period as a time "when the rapid
trg programme paid off". After blagging the lift with the .sea King,
"satellite comms were quickly established to the UK which were
pretty much 100% available. The bombing was so'.11ething else
and being under air attack brought home the meanings of
responsibility and leadership. Last into the trenches - well not
quite as Sig Crowther decided he would prefer the bombs to an
attack of claustrophobia at the bottom of the pile!"

Meanwhile back in Blandford in early May, something had been
stirring in the long grass. It had become apparent at an early .
stage, and some part of the 'listening ' Corps must take the credit
for making it so, that 3 Cdo Bde could not in itself retake the
Falklands in a land battle.

Working with the Press e.t the SATCOM Detachment

On a simpler but no less crucial level, there was little arctic kit for
the second bde and some ended up with submariners' warm
clothing, including the white polo necked pullovers! Forget the
whites of their eyes - you could see this lot as soon as they
crossed the horizon.
It is difficult, especially 25 years on, to judge the mood in the out
loading bays as the second Bde and the Div HQ departed. It was
exciting and it certainly looked like war but then the diplomacy
was still with the UN in New York. Some said that Margaret
Thatcher sank the Argentinian cruiser General Belgrano to
scupper such talks but there is no evidence of that in the public
domain. The sinking by the nuclear submarine HMS Conqueror
and the stick of bombs dropped by an RAF Vulcan V-bomber that
landed in the vicinity of Stanley Airport were the clearest possible
indications that the British would fight to regain the Falklands.
Reality checks had come to an end .

5 Bde arrived off the Falklands and variously disembarked in late

SATCOM into the LCU to go ashore
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Argentine forces had landed in at least Div strength with fuU sp.
particularly in the air. They were well dug-in in difficult terrain:
and it would require at least a second Bde (and therefore a Div
HQ of sorts) to pull the fat out of the fire.
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Capt Thomas recalled that "the anguish was increased as 5 Bde
advanced towards Stanley. Maj Mike Forge, OC 5 Bde Sig Sqn
and SSgt Joe Baker had gone forward by helicopter to sort out a
rebro near Pleasant Peak and were involved in a 'blue on blue'.
They were also buried just behind us with 2 Para. Also the
sinking of HMS Antelope close to the shore had a marked effect
on many".
Forge was replaced by Butler whilst Baron moved back to cover
on Fearless. As 3 Cdo Bde advanced in the north, 5 Bde moved
on a southerly route by land and sea.
Cpl Scottie Reynolds with 2 SG takes up the story.
"5 Bde had departed the UK in the QE2, cross decked to the
Canberra near South Georgia and on 2 June landed at San
Carlos ready for a fight. Ideas of Land Rover borne radios were
way off the mark and we humped PRC 320, spare batteries,
water, food , ammo, more ammo and an extra ration of grenades.
We dug in before being taken back on to HMS Intrepid destination Bluff Cove, which was on the southern coast half way
to Stanley.

We took over from 2 Para at Bluff Cove including the warm
bakery, while the Para RLD, Sgt Willy Granitza tabbed off
towards Stanley. There we met up with my peacetime OC, Maj
Butler, now with 5 Bde. The RFAs Sir Galahad and Tristram were
hit in full view of the shore causing dreadful carnage.

Brig Julian Thompson often flew in to the terminal for
.
'discussions'. His book 'No Picnic' mentions the aggravations
surrounding 'advice' on running the land battle from the UK. I
particularly remember Northwood's instructions to take Goose
Green, but Brig Thompson always appeared to have plenty of.
time and was relaxed chatting to the crews. Seeing the Comd in
such good spirits was great for morale.

At the time I could not think of a suitable answer for the RAF
'mover' who asked where to put nearly 2 tonnes of teleprinter
paper that had just arrived on Ascension! Also this was probably
the first time we had been instructed to 'harmonize' our
operational traffic with the needs of the press. There was '.agr?'
when some hacks were prevented from monopolising the circuits.

The Battle of Goose Green was fought on 28 May with many
deaths including the CO and Lt Jim Barry, Royal Signals
attached to 2 Para. Sig Cowan is adamant "that was the most
upsetting moment, when they brought in the bodies of the 2 Para
guys killed at Goose Green. I attended the field burial service
and am not ashamed to say I cried".

We left Intrepid in 4 landing craft for a 4hr journey. After 3hrs
sailing past enemy positions, the sky was lit by star shells. Its
funny, but my first reaction was that I would feel guilty when the
other 3 craft were sunk and mine survived! The journey lasted
8hrs, the open decks meant we were soaked through by the
freezing water and half the soldiers that landed were considered
to be suffering from exposure.

A moment of black humour arose when Gen Dick Trant, the
Army Comd at Northwood , called to ask what was going on! The
handset went above the parapet and he got the full sound effects
of the latest Argie bombing raid!

Not everything was perfect. Clearing the vast amount of signal
traffic was difficult and we resorted to stuffing hard copy
messages into 24hr ration packs to forward by helicopter. Also,
mundanely, teleprinter rolls were very scarce and it was difficult to
cope with the flood of messages arriving from Northwood. The
ships' 'comms offices' frequently had to come to the rescue.

set up and in good heart" was the verdict as another air raid
came 1n and he discovered there was no parking space for
visitors in near-by trenches. Still he took a good (the only?)
photograph of the dets.

May. Although Maj Gen Moore was as keen as most to get on
dry land, there was a shortage of helicopter installation kits and
HQ LFFI was set up on HMS Fearless . Div comms officer, Maj
Keith Butler visited the TacSat and HF dets in Ajax Bay. "Well
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The Guards were getting ready for battle with a deep patrol
programme to discover the strengths and dispositions of the
Argentinian defences. The Reece Platoon was sent forward to
Port Harriet and I warned the RSO not to give the exposed troops
more than the minimum 'SCAN'. Capt Ellis fresh from his RSO
course thought it was a risk worth taking - until the patrol was
compromised and the Guards had to leg it. They abandoned
their radio and codes!
Being in Sn HQ, we quickly became aware that the Scots Guards
were ordered to attack Tumbledown, a bleak unforgiving rocky
mountain guarding the entrance to Stanley. The original order
was to assault by day, but the Argie Marines were well dug in and
after protest, the order was rescinded in favour of a night attack.
In the meantime all sorts of theatricals were being passed down
the Bde Comd net but the Scots Guards remained cucumber
cool and prepared for battle as though it was an ex in Windsor
Great Park. Mixed emotions - confidence and fear - kept leap
frogging each other.
At 2200hrs I moved forward with Lt Col Michael Scott, the CO,
to just behind the forward coy. It was very cold but I now felt
confident based on my warry years in Northern Ireland - how
wrong can you get? The enemy was putting down artillery fire
initially at about 500m from the HQ party but then it crept closer.
The pace quickened and then a shell landed in the middle of us.
It blew us into the air and all I could see was red - in the pitch
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forward to Government House to negotiate terms for a surrender.
When all looked favourable, but some way from a 'done deal',
SSgt Glen Harwood, who was commanding LFFI Tac flew
forward to establish comms back to Div HQ and the Bdes. Only
when they were reliable did the Land Forces Comd, Maj Gen
Jeremy Moore arrive to talk to the Argentinian Comd, Maj Gen
Menendez, about capitulation. Shortly afterwards, the ceasefire
was announced, via SF satellite to London and HF radio to the
Task Force
British troops marched into Stanley on 14 June and the Royal
Marines hoisted the Union Flag at Government House. EndEx? Not really. There was a vast amount of work to b~ done but not
by the soldiers who had fought the battles to regain the Islands.
AFTER THE AFTERMATH

Cpl Scottie Reynolds and the Rear Unk Detachment with the
Scots Guards
dark - but I was not hit by anything solid. As we started to move
to cover I saw the RSM was still on his hands and knees. I
crawled over to him to be assured he was OK. "No, no - I'm fine
- I've just dropped the bloody Mars bar I've been saving for
days!"
Ahead on the mountain it was a tough battle which ended with
the Coy Comd Left Flank leading a bayonet charge to the top.
Tumbledown had been taken by first light, but sniper fire and
artillery were incoming all around us. Sig Mick Weatherley was
helping the wounded into a central casevac area when a mortar
round landed in their midst, hitting everyone except him. Only
after 3 further hours did the bombardment stop and the wounded
were taken out by helicopter. As the dead were laid out the Pipe
Major played a lament for the dead - by far the worst moment of
the whole battle."
Since early June, HQs 5 Bde and Land Forces Falklands (LFFI)
had been collocated near Fitzroy for a final push. There may
have been signs that the Argentineans were preparing to
surrender but there is also a layer of folklore covering the final
hours of the conflict. It had been reported that white flags had
been seen over Stanley, and such events have also been
discounted. Whatever, a small Special Forces party had moved
From The Wire of July 1982:

THE TASK FORCE TRIUMPHED
The Prime Minister expressed the views of us all when she told
the House of Commons on 14 June that the operation in the
Falklands had been boldly planned, bravely executed and
brilliantly accomplished. Much will be written in the future to
substantiate this statement but we must first record, with great
regret, the brief details of those of our Corps who died and
extend to their families and loved ones our heartfelt sympathy.
21 May - Sea King Helicopter
Corporal Robert Burns
Corporal Michael McHugh
Corporal Stephen Sykes
Lance Corporal Paul Lightfoot
(All 264 (SAS) Signal Squadron
Corporal Douglas McCormack
(Attached 19 Infantry Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron)
28 May - At Goose Green
Lieutenant Jim Barry
(Attached 2 Para)
5 June - Gazelle Helicopte
Major Michael Forge
Staff Sergeant John Baker
(5 Infantry Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron)
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This is a story that should not be forgotten. The bravery of the
many Servicemen and civilians who sailed south is an example to
the Nation of what can be achieved through strong leadership
and resolute hearts. Many good books have been written on the
War and there is at last a small collection of papers held in the
Corps Museum, together with some, but not all of th_e v~ry few
photographs taken during Op CORPORATE. As Mai Keith Butler
recalled very recently "when you are on the beaches being
bombed, it is difficult to remember that the last man into the
trench has to take the team photograph".

These snapshots only describe the experiences of some of those
who were happy to tell their tales. I am aware that the weight of
words is somewhat biased towards the deployment phases but
that is where the problems had to be ironed out before the Task
Force could land and defeat the enemy.
Forgive the gaps. There has been little mention of Special Forces,
largely because they are not the most talkative sorts. Throughout
the war SF were active along the length and breadth of the
islands. Sgts Gordon Mather and Trevor Brookes wer~
awarded Military Medals. There is no mention of a fledgling 14
Sig Regt (EW) and the many that pulled the aftermath together. I
am conscious that there is no reference to some of those who
sacrificed their lives.
- by RT
THE SLEEPING LION - by Sgt Fraser Kerr
(Published in The Wire September 1982)
The sleeping lion, old and grey,
Was thought by many, easy prey.
So they took their chance, an island taken ,
Thinking the British, would leave forsaken.
Little did we know of where and why,
Only for honour, we would fight and die.
So an armada of ships, flesh and bone,
Set forth with pride to reclaim our own.
Throughout the days and weeks that followed ,
Man and ships' names were spoken, hallowed.
Broken hulls, the injured, the dying ,
A nation drew breath, its people crying.
No one knew how long it would last
But with sabres drawn, the die was cast.
An Army's will and a skill to fight,
A nations' knowledge that the cause was right.
Surrender came one early morn,
An army vanquished, its men forlorn,
Disbelief and puzzled faces,
Horror of war had left its traces.
An island of which so little was known,
Bloody battles were fought and flown .
With heroic deeds, British honour restored,
The sleeping lion had awakened - and roared.
THE WIRE, JUNE 2007

From The Wire September 1982:

30 Sig Regt
Blandford Camp
30 Sig Regt provided the majority of the signallers deployed during
the campaign of the Falkland Islands, Ascension Island and to
various of HM Ships and ships of the Merchant Navy pressed into
service.
The following reports reflect the diversity of experiences of
members of the regiment.
INTRODUCTION
Over 200 members of 30 Sig Regt were dispatched to the South
Atlantic on Operations Corporate. Many of those remaining
worked impossible hours to ensure that those who went were
properly briefed , prepared, equipped and supported. No one
article could include all the stories of courage, endurance and
resourcefulness or the hardships endured. The story of the Scots
Guards Rear Link Detachment has already been told in the July
edition of The Wire by Cpl (Sgt) Scottie Reynolds. Some stories
such as that of the 3 Para Rear Link Detachment and the battle of
mt Longdon will be told in future editions of The Wire, but the
stories of the majority of those involved will never be told,
nevertheless thier contributionswas as great as any.
THE BUILD UP
Having guessed that the Argentine Scrap Metal Merchants
mightbe the portent of something rather bigger, the Ops Officer,
Maj Tim Hallchurch and his crew (Tech Adjt) Maj (TOT) John
Bridgeman, asst Ops Officer, Capt (Tfc) Dave Dyke and CO, Mrs
Angie Fricker had been examining the HF and SATCOM
possibilities of the South Atlantic. Despite having been told from
on high that 'the Falklands was purely a naval responsibility and
that no Army involvement was envisaged', a signal was received
on the evening of 1 Apr activating SATCOM (TSC 502) detachment
with HF (PRC 320) backup to move to Ascension Island by air on 2
Apr with a party of Royal Marinesto reinforce the Falkland Islands.
Within the next 48 hours tasking had been received for a second
SATCOM det, and ICLS (VRC310) and a crypto team to sail south
on HMS Fearless and RLD with 3 Para who sailed on Canberra on
8 Apr. On 6 Apr, the first SATCOM det had boarded the RFA Fort
Austin at Ascension island. By this time Maj John Bridgeman
and Capt Dave Dyke had forsaken their homes and taken up
permanent residence in the Ops Room. Also on 8 Apr, a
Commcen was flown to Ascension Island under QC 1 Sqn, Maj
Tony Sugden with 19 men. This was subsequently reduced to 10
men as there wasn't enough water on the island! Shortly after this
maritime rear link detachment were provided for the Europic Ferry
and the Norland. At the time of writing, LCpl Jogn Barnett and
Sig Mike Winning are still on the Norland and it is rumoured that
Sig Winning wants to join Sealink!

THE AFTERMATH
First report signalled by Lt Col Roger Thompson from the
Falklands.
The war is over and many of the Battalions with out Rear Link
Detachments from 30 Sig Regt have started to pull out from the
Falklands. Endex was called but it appears that no one told the
the players to fill in their trenches and collect the empties. The
place is in a hell of a mess. Argy equipment, Radars, Armoured
Cars, Exocet. personal weapons and all sorts of high price
goodies litter the gardens. From the streets alone eight million
rounds of mixed ammunition were concentrated on a large dump
to the rear of Airport Road. As shambles disintegrated into
shambles, the unglamorous sides of war are evident and brought
home to many the dangers of unthought of on the QE2 and
Canberra all those days ago.
The advance recce parties scoured the town supposedly looking
for a Headquartes but also secretly looking for attractions such as
Argy Flags, pictures, bayoneets, Mercedes Jeeps or even the odd
Exocet, of which there were many. It did not take long to find both
souvenirs and a building suitable for a combined Headquarters for
LFFI and 5 Inf Bde. It was a disused hostel and although the roof
was condemned and leaking badly, it had been used as a hospital
and was not littered with dead. The gore of battle and clammy
odour of death hung heavily but it was here or nowhere and 30 Sig
Reg! and 205 Sig Sqn seet about the unglamorous task of
cleaning up. Maj Nigel Fairley formed and Ad Hoc Sqn and
together with Capt John Thomas quickly set up a Headquarters
Mark One; there were many more to come!
With LCpl, ACpl Local Sgt Sammy McElreavey still on his world
cruise with the first TSC 502, fresh from Saudi Arabia, Belize and
Bomb Alley with Cpls David Gill, LCpls Thornton-Granville,
David Cluley, Gregory Hockham and Stumpy Rowe and of
course Sigs Colin Milne and Geoge Croft set up in minutes and
secured both speech and telegraph to the UK. SSgt Glen
Harwood, Sgts Mich Ashton and Keith Pyewell set about
porviding the Force Radio Room, whilst SSgt Frank Cashen
gripped the Commcen and the Exchange.
Capt Jim Creevy, on loan from 8 Sig Regt, vacated his seat by
the side of the pond and moved to the Crypto Cell into the
Mortuary. It's no fun accounting for BWO and BIS when the
curtains (no windows) are moving gently as if by an unseen hand,
the wind is whistling and you know the door is locked.
The Linies with Cpl Geordie Deeming, Cpl John Roes, LCpl Kev
Stevenson, LCpl Harry Monk, Sigs Stephen Mclaughlin,
Adrian Luckman, Chas Charlton and Brummy Williams set
about the monumental task of getting the Headquarters in and
cleaning away Argy lines, when they knew the ground may be
mined and the building boobytrapped. In sub zero temperatures
and sleet driven horizontally by a fifty mile peer hour wind, it is
possible to report them as every bit as tough as their forebears.

PEACE

Local Requirements for equipment and stores are increasing daily
and UK is 8000 miles away. With a less than first class mail
service, the oneway home is via the Commcen and SATCOM
under the driving care of W02 Yeoman Pete Baron. Traffic totals
started to mount, rising to over one thousand a day. Many old
tricks were relearned, especially in the Manual Exchange Room
where Sigs David Butters, Peter Griffiths and Peter
O'Shaunessy smooth repartee made calm a war torn staff.

By 30 June, the 'fog of war' had given way to the 'fog of peace'
and if anything , visibility was more obscured. Lt Col Roger
Thompson, our leader, bravely handed over to the 21C, Maj Barry
Rowe and flew off to the south to head the Joint Force Signal Staff
in Port Stanley. We have since heard that he has instituted the
Port Stanley Half Marathon (has anyone invited Jimmy Saville to
take part?).

Administration at this stage was vital and W02(SSM) (ORQMS)
(QMSI) Colin Miller took on the additional of MTO, Paymaster and
Quartermaster. A reasonably full time job, but he failed to make
ships Bunkmaster and assistant Purser, which was given to Sgt
Georgie Franklin. Sir Bedevere had by now been pulled
alongside for accommoddation and a refuge for having proverbial
two cans per man per day.

On 21 Apr, RLDs were found for 1 WG, 2 SG and 1/7 GR. Each
det was 6 men. After the provision on 20 May of a two Star HQ on
the QE2 of Maj Keith Butler and 61 lads and a Triffid party under
Maj Nigel Fairley, on 26 May and a CRL (HF) and CDMA party led
by W01 (YofS) Ian Sleightholm, we were rapidly running out of
men. (Can someone please invent instant soldier seeds?)

Now that 266 Sig Sqn (South Atlantic) has been formed as an
Independent Sqn, some element 'Jf peace and calm has now
returned to the Ops Room.
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Progress is all around us, day in and day out and it is possible to
look back at every stage and see some improvement and gain a
sense of satisfaction. Although much remains to be done.
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FORMING THE JOINT FORCE SIGNAL S'fAFF AND 266
SIGNAL SQUADRON (SOUTH ATLANTIC)
The second report signalled from the Falklands.
THE JOINT FORCE SIGNAL STAFF
On reaching the Falklands, the two Army members of the J:-SS,
Maj Andrew Gale and W01 (YofS) Locke were flown off the ship
by the Chinook, which had also travelled down with us. As no one
knew where to go, we flew around for a bit until picking up the
flight path of the homing helicopters buzzing around and landed
in a torrential rainstorm in the middle of the racecourse. Eventually
some kind soul pointed us in the right direction and we finally
landed up in the new Hostel, the site of the new HQ. Here we
found our RAF member also without a home and a few days later,
the RN member arrived. With the arrival of CO 30 Sig Regt, the
Junta had its President and we were ready to start in earnest.
In conjunction with OC 3 Sqn , Maj Nigel Fairley, the first task was
to assess the requirements and get some form of telephone
system going as quickly as possible. The town exchange was an
ancient Ericsson manual 480 line exchange, which if touched
would surely fall apart. Though grossly overloaded, a working
telephone system was operating after a few days and great credit
must go to the Linemen of 30 Sig regt.
The JFSS has now been in hot operation for seven weeks, picking
up the bits and pieces of war and attempting to cobble without a
last. Being good natured chaps, we listened awestruck to all the
war stories stretching the exploits of 30 Sig Regt and 205 Sig Sqn
well beyond the credible. The telling of tales improved with the
occasional can of John Smiths - that stuff gets everywhere.
The tri-service team is now led by Lt Col Roger Thompson, CO
30 Sig Regt with Sqn Ldr Graham Jones from TCW Brize Norton
as FIASCO (Falkland Islands Air Support Communications Officer)
and Lt Bob Corfield RN as SCORN (Senior Communications
Officer Royal Navy) battling in the purple jobs. Messrs Gale and
Locke have combined in the Staff Officers Communications
Falkland Islands Cell - known as SOCOMFI for short
The Signal Staff is well set up in the HQ known locally as the
Hostel. The building is condemned, has a leaking roof, a
temperamental female central heating system and blackened
windows. Worried about night attack, the Argentinians painted the
windows matt black, so one of the first jobs was out with the razor
blades to let in the sun, should it ever find its way this far south,
The Hostel had been an Argentinian hospital but as distinct from
the majority of buildings painted with a red cross and stacked to
the gunnels with ammunition, this one actually had patients. The
very worst signs of war and human suffering were everywhere and
a very unpleasant sight. The JFSS task here is two-fold. Firstly to
make best use of what we have, including captured enemy
equipment and secondly to plan for the future, which we have
taken to be to three years for major projects. It is always a
rewarding job building something from nothing and although we
are pragmatic enough to realise that some fool may wish to
change some of our early plans, it is still a marvellous feeling of
adventure and responsibility to start with a clean sheet of paper in
one hand and the Royal Signals Reference Manual in the other.
THE REBIRTH OF 266 SIGNAL SQUADRON
After seven weeks, it is still early days and we are just about
halfway through the complex task of getting the warriors home
and replacing them with soldiers from all over the Corps. With the
withdrawal of 205 Sig Sqn complete and about half of 30 Sig Regt
having returned to Blandford, it has been thoroughly appropriate
to form a new unit. We have witnessed the rebirth of 266 Sig Sqn
(Borneo) changing its title to 266 Sig Sqn (South Atlantic). Lt Col
Roger Thompson is apparently the only one around 'experienced'
enough to have been a founder member of the old 266 and now
being associated with the new. The tasks for both have a very
similar ring - build something from nothing quickly.
That will be the topic or our next Wire notes.
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From The Wire of January 1983

THE COLONEL-IN-CHIEF ATTENDS THE FALKLAND ISLANDS
RECEPTION AT BLANDFORD
HRH, The Princess Anne expressed a wish to meet as many
members of her Corps as possible who had served in the Falkland
Islands Campaign . As the total number involved was not far short
or 400, it was decided that the only way to achieve this wish was
to hold a reception.
To accommodate everybody, the reception was held in the HQ
Officers Mess, Royal Signals in Blandford on 29 Sept. Two
receptions were planned . The first before and the second after
lunch , each for 150 soldiers and their wives, in the main anteroom. Those who did not attend the receptions had lunch in the
Mess in the presence of the Colonel-in-Chief. Also present at
lunch were some of the relatives of those in the Corps who were
killed during the Campaign . They met the Colonel-in-Chief
separately in the Corps Room after lunch.
Although it was raining heavily a group of families and children
were waiting to greet Her Royal Highness when she arrived at HQ
Mess. After being received by the Master of Signals, Her Royal
Highness was told of the role of her Corps played in the Campaign
by Comd 1 Sig Gp, Col M Marples OBE and the Commanders of
the units involved. The briefing included a video recording
sending greetings from the newly formed 266 Sig Sqn in the
Falkland Islands, given by Lt Col RDK Thompson - CO of 30 Sig
Regt but at that time Head of the Joint Force Signal Staff in the
Falklands. Before starting the first reception , the Colonel-in-Chief
accepted a posy from Kelly Alderson, the daughter of Cpl and
Mrs Alderson of 30 Sig Regt.
At the first reception were members of 5 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn,
244 Sig Sqn (AS), 264 (SAS) Sig Sqn, 3 Cdo Bde HQ and Sig Sqn,
13 Sig Regt and 602 Sit Tp. Lunch for those who attended the
two receptions was arranged by 30 Sig Regt in the Gymnasium at
Blandford - suitably decorated and with the Corps Band provided
incidental music. After lunch those attending the second
reception were from 30 Sig Regt, 14 Sig Regt, 1 and 19 Inf Bde
HQ and Sig Sqns and Comms and Sy Gp (UK).
Her Royal Highness spent longer than anticipated talking to those
at both receptions which resulted in her departing more than an
hour late. However the families and children who had gathered to
see Her Royal highness weree rewarded for their wait when she
went over to talk with thme before getting into her car. A most
enjoyable and happy day which will be long remem bered by those
present.
From: The Town Mayor, Revd R.O. Balmer (in July 1982)
Dear Brig Alexander
I write on behalf of the citizens of Blandford Forum to express our
joy that the surrender of the Argentine Forces in the Falkland
Islands and the liberation of its people from armed invasion has
been achieved . We hope and pray that this will mean an end of
hostilities in that area and that peace will be established and
maintained.
We deeply regret the injury and loss of life sustained by both
sides in the conflict. Our prayers gave constantly been with
those who have suffered or were in danger, with their dependents
who anxiously waited for news and with those with responsibillty
for making decisions which so deeply affected the lives of others.
The Accomplishment of such a military operation against such
odds and with the minimum loss of life showed great skill,
discipline and courage. We congratulate all who have played any
part in the operations, particularly those of your Corps or
Garrison, and record our very deep sympathy with those who
have suffered injury or bereavement. We are relieved to hear that
your Garrison has suffered no losses of personnel, although the
Corps has.
Our prayer is that time will show their sacrifice not to have been
in vain
THE WIRE, JUNE 2007

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals
Chairman: Brig NF Wood

Mr Peter Cuckow
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RHQ Royal Signals
Blandford Camp
Blandford Forum
Dorset
DT11 8RH
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Maj(Retd) Ian Greig
Tel: 01258 482082

Membership Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090
Tel (civ) 01258 482090
Email: rsa@royalsignals.mod.uk

General :;ecretary and Treasurer: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
Assistant General Secretary: Maj (Retd) IN Greig
Welfare Secretary: Mrs J Cornick
Membership Secretary: Mr PJ Cuckow

Branch affairs. Henry Holman has stood down as Sec of the 31
Sig Regt Assn. Until a successor is found, the contact is Maj
(Retd) Bob Simpson (Chair) . Hazel Spray has stood down as
Sec of t~e York Branch. Until a new Sec is found, the Branch
contact 1s Mr Mel Dawkins, PO Box 379, York Y031 OYA.
Are you about t~ leave the. Corps? The Chairman RSA usually
wntes to all soldiers due discharge informing them about the
Association and inviting them to be come a Life Member.
Once again however, red tape has interrupted the flow of
notification .of forthcoming discharges from the Army Personnel
Centre. Until the matter is resolved, may we ask that if you are
approaching discharge and have not heard from the RSA, you
contact us at: rsa@royalsjgnals.mod,uk or call Blandford Mil
(94371) 2090.
Beirut in 1983. Did you serve in Beirut in 1983? Ian Loftus is
trying to arrange a 25th Reunion next year for the Multi-National
Peacekeeping Force Beirut Op HYPERION 1983. Several
signallers, believed to be from 30 Sig Regt, were attached to C
Sqn 1st Queen's Dragoon Guards. If you are interested, please
contact Ian at janalanloftus@aol.com or Tel: 01303-851340.
The F Boys Coy (1920-41) Assn is holding their final get together
at the Union Jack Club, London on 11 September 07 from
1130hrs to 1530hrs. Any member interested should contact
Frank Betts on : 01252-616408.
~emembrance

Day Parade at Whitehall. If you would like a
ticket to march with the Royal Signals contingent on the
Remembrance Day Parade at Whitehall on Sunday 11th
November, please give your name to the Admin Officer at Assn
HQ.

22 Sig Regt Reformation Parade and Open Day. It is still not
too late for former members of the unit to apply to attend the
parade at Stafford on 27 July 2007. Assn HQ has the details.
Looks like being a good reun ion for those who were at Lippstadt.
UK Armed Forces Veterans Lapel Badge. Eligibility for this has
now been extended. Anyone who enlisted between 3.9.1 945 and
31.12.1984 may now apply.
There is no qualifying length of service. Call their helpline: 0800
169 2277 or see www.veterans-uk for an online application form.
~ew Life Members. The following L1f.; Members have enrolled
since the last issue of The Wire ;
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Welfare Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2089
Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Email: welfare@royalsignals.mod.uk

Rank/Name
SSgt Ian Munford
Sgt Gordon Mundie
Sig Michael Clark
Sig Steven Edwards
Sgt Paul Lambert
Cpl Bob Bruce
Capt Paul Downie
Cpl Ian Jewison
Sig Sean Brennan
Lt Barry Golding
LCpl Robin Mason
Capt Keith Parsons
Capt Stuart Jackson
Maj Bill Nesbitt
Sig Peter Green
Cpl Vince Saunders
W02 Kevin Straw
W02 Harry Docherty
W01 John Farrell
Sig Bernard Jones
Sgt Tank Sherman
Sgt Paul Calvert
Capt Arthur Houston
SSgt John Bradford
Cpl Roger Fallas
Cpl Terry Mount
Cpl David West
Sig Joshua Shewan
Sig Ian Hamilton
Sig Edwin Tolley
Cpl Ken Vipond
Sig Ian Trowhill
Sig Clive Inman
Cpl Willy Rushton
LCpl Jack Wise
Sig M Cooke-McGuinness
Sig Tom Littler
Sgt Claire Swift
SSgt Barrie Raine
Sig Victor Lephard
Sig Dave Thomas
Sig Len Sandford
Sig Russ Lock
Maj Stan Hargreaves
Col Stephen Paul
W01 Mick Kilburn
Maj Mark Edwards
Cpl Les Donno

Service
1983-07
1986-98
2001-07
1976-85
2985-99
1972-94
1984-07
1983-90
1984-96
1955-57
1975-84
1983-07
1983-07
1961-82
1968-70
1987-00
1964-96
1951-75
1962-87
1955-57
1978-02
1995-date
1942-46
1954-80
1960-69
1969-87
1976-85
1986-88
1964-71
1956-59
1959-65
1959-61
1959-61
1977-01
1960-69
2002-06
1948-53
1997-07
1978-02
1952-54
1988-94
1951-53
1984-91
1959-94
1967-02
1984-07
1981-07
1973-95

Branch

2 Sig Regt

HQ SO in C(A)
HQ BFFI
N Ireland Branch

RSS
Beverley Ex Boys Assn

Aberdeen Branch

Chester Branch
Chester Branch

Huddersfield Branch
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We met up with the team on Wednesday 28 March which was
overcast with a NW wind blowing across the airfield. We joined
them at their "Char" wagon for a warm cup of tea or coffee
before we took up our places behind the t emporary safety
barrier, alongside a group of children from a local school and off
duty pers from the base. A fi rst class display was performed,
with a female member of the RAF taking part. Not one accident
showing the skills they had attained in such a short period of trg.

1965-79
Sgt Bill Goodall
1979-88
LCpl Kevin Wilkinson
1964-74
Sig Jim Crick
1945-47
Sig Robert Pilgrim
1960-62
Sig Jim Hislop
1990-95
Sig Phil Madge
1979-91
Sgt Graham Gee
1974-88
Cpl George Dodsworth
1991-99
Sig Richard Hoey
1984-06
Sgt Jase Andrew
1986-date
SSgt Wayne Bramwell
1982-04
SSgt Kevin German
1979-97
W02 Mal Howard
1980-91
Sgt Pete Collins
1970-93
Cpl Jim Lawless
1996-date
Cpl Brett Merrick
1972-96
Cpl Victor Hayes
1980-88
Sig Adrian Chadwick
1978-93
Cpl Peter Ellwood
1993-99
LCpl Andrew Beddow
1959-70 Aberdeen Branch
Sgt Joan Bartlett
Cpl James Ruddock-Broyd 1960-61
1980-89
Sig Garry Marshall
1994-97
Sig Ken Stuart
1972-80
Sig Jim Udale
1956-89
W01 Alan Bailey
1992-date 11 Sig Regt
SSgt Richard Musgrove
1957-01
Capt Jack Frost

Huddersfield Branch RSA
In memory of Cyril B WiHiams cheques totalling
Members of the Aldershot Branch
From the will of Michael P Brook
Mr B M Golding
John Wade
York Branch RSA
West Wales Branch RSA
in memory of Keith Baker
Mrs Moira Reddie in memory
of her father James Prentice
Mrs K Ockenden in memory
of her husband Derek(Dickie) Ockenden
R Waldron
Edward Brown
Mr AG Elford
Maj Jack Wilderspin BEM in memory
of Brig J C Clinch CBE
Bedford Branch RSA
Exmouth Branch RSA
Gerta Cito Lodge
Guernsey Branch RSA
MrKAWWills
Maj Gen A A G Anderson CB
Col J WW Cock
Mr G VThomas
Jim Hislop
Swindon Branch RSA
Capt (Retd} J Esson in memory
of W01(RSM) Jim Crow

L

Glasgow Branch of the Royal Signals Association hold a regular
~onthly meeting within the Sgts' Mess at 32 Sig Regt at Jardine
treet, Glasgow on the third Tuesday of each month.I

The Cornwall Branch meets The White Helimets at RAF St
Mawgan

Before departing, members of the Branch had a group
photograph taken with the team in front of their well advertised
lorry. One next port of call was the 'Falcon Inn' in St Mawgan
village for a lunch and a drink, seated close to a roaring log fire.
We wish all the team good luck for the coming season and look
forward to a visit next year.

EAST LONDON BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

£25

Maj (Rtd) Paul Burton
Alan Turner

We start this report on events for the first quarter of 2007 with the
sad news of the recent deaths of 3 of our long standing
members: Ivor 'Andy' Andrews, Betty Gunn and Len Petts.
The Branch frequently gets asked from Blandford to attend
funerals of ex-Corps members, so we are quite used to attending
these events but it always strikes home harder when it is your
own members passing that you are commemorating.

£650.00
£20.00
£20.00
£10.00
£100.00

Lt Mason receiving the trophy for the "Best Troop"
on behalf of Ipswich 753 Tp from the Chairman at the Annual
Dinner Dance in March
while the rest were arranged in a new formation so that a dance
floor could be created. This was all done so fast that some of the
guest.s had not even managed to make it out of Drill Hall before it
was time to come back again. Credit for not only this but the
whole event goes to Anita, who includes a briefing to the main
guests _on ex~ctly how long they should speak for. This was
recognised with a bouquet of flowers presented to her by Paul
Burton.

£20

l

The Dinner itself went well and we then had after dinner speeches
from Paul Burton, Lt Col Mark Smith and Brig Nigel Wood,
each of which went down well with members. The Branch
presents an annual award to the "Best Troop" which was this year
won by the Ipswich 753 Tp and Lt Mason , who received the
trophy on behalf of her Tp. Sgt Witcomb, Cpl Plant, LCpl Silk,
LCpl Grant and Sig Wright also attended the meal and were
clearly all delighted to win this trophy and enjoyed their night out.
After the speeches, while everybody was meant to disappear to
the Sgts' Mess bar to refill drinks, the committee members in true
military fashion opened the "Sealed Orders" they had received
from Social Secretary, Anita Keen, prior to the event. Following
this, tables were cleared; some were collapsed and whisked awa1

Major Bridgen receives the silver tray from the Branch President
Joe Keegan
'

EXMOUTH BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

George Walker
Paul Upton

At the .A~M of the Exmouth Branch of The Royal Signals
As~oc1at1on held on 20 February 2007, the following retired from
office; Mr W Irving as Branch Chairman, Mrs Olive Irving as
Branch Secretary and Mr Bob Coole as Branch Treasurer.

At the end of March, we had our annual Dinner Dance event
which was held in the llford TAC where around 120 of us
gathered to welcome our guests, who included the RSA
chairman, Brig Nigel Wood and his wife Wendy, the CO and
RSM of 36 Sig Regt, Lt Col Mark Smith and W01 (RSM) Jim
Lyons. It had been a busy weekend for the RSA Chairman as he
had been chairing the National AGM at the Victory Club which
ended early afternoon on the Saturday and he and his wife had to
then move across London to llford, as did our own Chairman,
Paul Burton and Secretary Alan Turner who had also attended.

£35.00
£50 .00
£100.00
£20.00
£200.00
£25.00
£100.00
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£10.00
£15.00
£100.00

Have you wondered what the Royal Signals Motorcycle Display
Team do in the winter? Well apart from trade trg and veh maint,
they also spend 2 months trg their specialist manoeuvres and
team selection down here at St Mawgan airfield in Cornwall. A
m '11ber of us from the Cornwall Branch were privileged to meet
the Team and watch their final display before moving back to

~~i~e meeting on 20 .March there was a presentation to Maj
to thgen who was retiring. Maj Bridgen had been of assistance
e Branch for the past 8 years. He volunteered (I use the term
l?osely) to be an auditor for the books over the said period of
ti~;i: He was presented with an inscribed silver tray and a set of
~u links as a token of appreciation by the Branch President Joe
eegan on behalf of the members of the Branch Maj Br·d'
1
whas thanke? for his assistance and assured of th.e best
t e branch in his retirement.

wi s~e:nof

£150.00
£480.00
£90.00
£200.00
£20.00
£10.00
£50.00

CORNWALL BRANCH

GLASGOW BRANCH

The Branch Pres_ident, .Maj Gen (Retd} Ian Sprackling OBE
thanked the ret1nng officers for their outstanding contribution to
th~ Branch over the past 3 years and in particular mentioned the
unique role plc:~ed in the establishment of the Branch by the
husband and wife partnership of Olive and Bill Irving.
Olive has served as Hon Sec since the Branch was first formed in
the year.2000 and in recognition of her long and valued service
the President presented her with an Honorary Life Membership of
The Royal ~1gnals Asso~iation. Mr Bob Mclaren. the Area Five
repr~sentat1ve was also 1n attendance. The award was for all the
sterling work undertaken by Olive during her time as Branch Sec.

The Social Secretary. Anita Kees receiving a bouquet from the
Chairman, Maj (Retd) Paul Burton

Denny
·
d
. Ausfm, singer
and DJ made sure that everybody kept
thancing and Brig Wood and his wife were seen dancing right to
f e end. Sadly all good things must come to an end and we
~nished the evening in our traditional n .anner with Barry
reen~ood parading the Standard to signify the end of another
very enioyable evening.

Olive stated that she felt honoured and humble to receive such
an a~ard and ha~ enjo~ed her time as Branch Sec. She hoped to
continue to part1c1pate 1n the many varied activities of Exmouth
Branch.
The new Chairman is George Walker, Vice Chairman is Bob
Co~le; Hon Sec is Paul Upton; Hon Treasurer is Kenny Riach·
Social Secretary is Christine Doe and the Standard Bearers ar~
Sally Regglar and John Goodman.

Blandford.
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The Branch meets every third Tuesday of the month at the
GWRSA Club, Exmouth The date of the next meeting :f Tuesday
17 April. Meetings commence at 8 pm. All serving mecr.bers of
the Royal Signals together with former members. their wives,
partriers and friends are most welcome to attend these meetings.
For further information please contact Branch Secretary, Paul
Upton on 01395

enjoyable RSA meetings and social events he and his wife Anne
had enjoyed at Carlton Barracks in Leeds and sends greetings to
all those they met there.
As always, we issue an invitation to all serving and ex-members
of Royal Signals, Regular or TA, to join us at Clonaver Park TA
Centre, Belfast on the third Wednesday of each month at
2000hrs. On 18 April 2007 we area scheduled to have a talk by
Mr Albert Ownes MBE entitled: "The Memorial Garden, Palace
Barracks, Holywood".
We would extend get well wishes to Doris Johnston, wife of our
Branch President and Edgar McCall our Branch Welfare Member
who is also in hospital.

PRESTON & BLACKBURN
BRANCH
President:
Chairman:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Lt Col (Retd) John Lewer TD
Mr Harry Gornall
Mr Ian Lorimer
Mr Bernie Temmen

It is quite a while since this Branch appeared in the columns of
The Wire, so it has fallen on me to write and update those of you
interested in our "goings on". The Branch Officers remain
unchanged as they have for several years; however at our AGM in
March 2007, we may see a change to some posts. 2006 was as
busy a year as normal in our Branch Calendar, but I would like to
highlight the main events where our members contri buted by
attending and supporting the Branch.
KIMBERLEY DAY PARADE

Mrs Olive Irving with Maj Gen Sprackling after the presentation

Chairman
Hon Sec

Mr J Reilly
Capt I Wolfe

Many Branch Members attended events at the 40th Anniversary
of 40(U) Sig Regt, which occurred on 1 April 2007. From various
sources, the Branch had managed to locate photographs of past
annual camps, exercises and social occasions. These were put
on display in the TA Centre at Clonaver Park, Belfast, along with
an abbreviated history of all the Volunteer Signal Units in NI from
1939 - 2007 . Members, covering a very wide age range, viewed
this display with enthusiasm; many taking copies of the history
away to show to absent members. The abiding memory is of a
lot of smiling faces as members greeted each other and the
laughter as they re-told stories, going back in come cases more
than 40 years. Recognising each other was sometimes a
problem, as the years had added weight to some and subtracted
hair from others! It is anticipated that this event will bring other
members flooding to monthly meetings.
At the AGM on 21 February, most of the existing members were
vo ed back into their places in the committee. Two exceptions
were Edgar McCall taking over as Welfare Member and Maj
(Retd) Denis Gilpin TD taking on the role of Branch Information
Member {SIM), a position filled previously by Maj {Retd) Noel
Johnston amongst his many other duties, including Branch
President. Denis had recently returned to the Province from
Enal ..nd where he spent 25 years. He speaks highly of the many
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Our Branch has members from all across Lancashire and we feel
It only rrght to parade at as many locations as possible for
Remembrance Sunday. Rather than have all our members
parading at one place, small groups prefer to attend their local
events a~d to lay wreaths where possible. 2006 was no different
and t.o this end, the following members turned out at these
locations: Peter Yates and Frank Curran at Bolton, Bernie
Temmen and
·
d J. Del-Pinto at Leyland and lastly Ian Lonmer,
· Frank
•~m y Dean at Blackburn. I am pleased to say
All an Unwrn an
that wreaths were laid at each of these locations and that
possible new members were approached as a result of us
pro.mating the Association by parading in our 'Blazers and Berets'
amid the throng of ex-service associations.
93 SIGNAL SQUADRON M WOs' & SGTs' MESS CHRISTMAS DRAW 2006
The members of the WOs ' & Sgts' Mess of 93 Sig Sqn based i
Blackburn once again invited members of the Branch to be
n
gue~ts .at their annual Chr!stma~ Dr~w. Three members accepted
the 1nv1tat1on and along with their wives, enjoyed a superb night
of entertainment which included an excellent buffet, karaoke,
raffle and draw. Both Ian Lori mer and Ian Newham, who are
both members of the Mess in their own right, won prizes in the
draw/raffle. I think Bernie Temmen was just as happy to be
enioymg .the beer and food on offer. Bernie's wife Margaret kept
the disc 1ockey busy by ?ancing the night away and requesting
the old favourites from him. I would like to thank the PMC
W02{SSM) Buzz Small and the Mess Draw Committee f~r the
excellent night's entertainment and their extended invitation to
our members.

Maj Neil Reid {a former Chairman of the Branch) who commands
93 Sig Sqn, played host and introduced our visitor to the many
mem~~rs who turned out for our February meeting. This was our
first v1s1t to the branch by any senior officer of the Corps and one
that went down very well with all who met him.
CONCLUSION
That just about wraps up these notes for The Wire apart from a
few thanks .1 woul~ like to extend to those membe; who play an
active part in running the Branch with me. Our President John
Le~e r, who ~lthough he always says he doesn't do a great deal,
he is always JUSt a phone call away when advice is required and
supports the Branch in a great many ways. Our members travel
from all over Lancashire to attend our meetings at Blackburn and
our Chairman Harry Gornall is no exception. He lives north of
Lancaster and always manages to get here come rain sleet or
snow and brave~ the M6 traffic conditions every month. Everyone
deserves a mention, however since this not being possible in this
r~port, I am sure they will excuse me from missing them out this
time. One of.our ~embers who is still serving with the Corps is
W02(SSM) Jim Pritchard wh.o is with 7 Sig Regt in Germany.
Through this column I would hke to thank him for the wonderful
plaqu~ he presented to the branch recently, it will take pride of
place in "our corner" at the barracks in Blackburn. May I finally
than~. the staff at RHQ Royal Signals for their help in getting the
mob1hty wheel?hair/scooter for Peter Yates earlier this year.
~f you are read1~g this as a serving member of the corps or
indeed as a retired former signaller and come from this area of
~?ashi re , why not contact me through RHQ, with a view to
v1s1ting us and possibly joining the Preston & Blackburn Branch of
the Royal Signals Association?

BRANCH LUNCHEON

This annual event is one that is well supported by the members
and their wives and 2006 was no exception. Although a damp
and windy day, 9 of us turned out and paraded with the Branch
Standard carried as usual by Frank Del-Pinto. The parade itself
marks the Remembrance of the "Defence of Kimberley" on 15
February 1900 by The Loyal North Lancashire Regiment. As
members of the Preston & District Ex-Services Association, we
support most things organised by them . After the parade a curry
lunch and a pint was enjoyed by our members at Kimberley
Barracks, Preston. My thanks to those who regularly attend this
event.

NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH

ARMISTICE DAY PARADES

After the 2007 Kimberley Parade held in Preston, members
celebrated the Branch Lunch with a Chinese Buffet. The event
went off very well and since there were no arrangements to be
made, apart from booking a table, it was enjoyed by all
concerned. When charging the bill against Branch Funds
Margaret Temmen noticed that we had all managed to g~t
pensioners' rates, thus reducing the bill by approximately 80
pence per head. Ian Lorimer has some explaining to do as to
why we were all classed as OAPs, however the reduced rate
made it all the more enjoyable.

RSA REUNION - BLANDFORD

VISIT BY LT COL ANDREW SMITH MBE TD - CO 38 SIGNAL
REGIMENTM

The long drive down to Blandford started early for our car sharing
members but they negotiated the M6/ M5/ M4 and the A350,
arriving safely at RHO mid afternoon, apart that is from Bernie
Temmen and Andy Thompson who had to work all day before

The Branch w~s visited on Wednesday 14 February 2007 by Lt
Col And~ Smith'. the CO of 38 Sig Regt in Sheffield. 93 Sig Sqn,
~art of his Regt, 1s our host unit and so he asked to visit us and
in doing so was able to meet a large proportion of the members.

READING BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Mrs Pauline Tennant
Lt Col (Retd) Hugh Nealon

There is good news and sad news from Reading Branch. The
sad news is that Maj Gen Bill Macfarlane CB has retired as
President of the Branch. A man of great wit and wisdom, he has
led us for over 20 years. His vast experience has been brought to
bear ~hen necessary, and has seen us entertained , influenced or
chastised, as appropriate. Gen Bill has always been supported
by his charming wife, Helen, and we hope that they will both
continue to grace our functions with their presence for many
years to come. On his retirement Gen Bill was unanimously
elected by Branch members, as a life-time Vice President.

setting off.
After booking in and receiving their meal tickets and programmes
for the weekend from Peter Cuckow and his band of little
helpers, members relaxed until the evening meal was served and
then made ready for the evening's hospitality in both the JRC and
the WOs' & Sgts' Mess. Peter Yates was attending the reunion
for the first time and wasn 't prepared for the long walks between
venues; however he was assisted by Ian Lorimer and Frank Del·
Pinto 'dragging' him up hill and down dale.
Saturday came and went and on the Sunday morning it was time
for 'our special' moment of the weekend. Our new Standard was
to be Blessed during the Drumhead Service and all went off
without a hitch , our Standard Bearer, Frank Del-Pinto gave us an
excellent display of Parade Square etiquette and his turn-out was
first class. His wife Mary was extremely pleased with his efforts
and duly clicked away throughout the parade taking as many
photographs as was possible.
The return to Lancashire was started after an excellent lunch in
the OR's restaurant and a quick tour of the Museum to purchase
the mandatory badges and clothing on offer.
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Maj Gen Bill Macfarlane CBE handing over the Presidency of the
Reading Branch to Bng Tony Verey QVRM TD DL on 11 March
2007

CO 38 Signal Regiment with members of Preston RSA Branch
on 14 February 2007

THE WIRE, JUNE 2007

Our new President is Brig Tony Verey QVRM TD DL a
distinguished TA soldier who joined the newly formed 94
(Berkshire Yeomanry) Sig Sqn at the beginning of 1969. Joining
as a LCpl, he has risen through the ranks to command 94 Sqn
and its parent regiment, 71 (Yeomanry) Sig Regt. He
subseq~ently moved on to the higher echelons, and although
now retired from the TA is still involved in Reserve Forces matters.
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We are delighted that Brig Tony, despite all his other
commitments, has been able to accept our invitation to take over
the reins from Gen Bill. The fact that he is ,1 Director of a local
brewery played no part in the decision to im·.te him to become
our President! Brig Tony has a hard act to follow, and we shall
give him every support in his n~w task.
The hand over took place at our AGM, at Caversham Heath Golf
Club, on 11 March. A goodly number of Branch members and
guests were there to witness this significant event in the history of
Reading Branch. It rather tended to overshadow the more
mundane business of the day, nevertheless the usual AG M
business was dealt with, and the lunch that followed was enjoyed
by all.
The Branch programme for 2007 is now in full swing, and in
addition to the AGM, members have enjoyed an informal lunch ~ n
a pub), and one of our quarterly Branch meetings (in a pub).
Details of future events may be found on the Branch web site
http://www.army.mod .uk/royalsignals/rsa/readjng/index.htm or if
you are interested in joining us phone our Membership Secretary
Alan Foot on 011 89261952.

254 OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
CROXFORD DINNER ON 30th/31st MARCH
The Droxford Dinner was instituted as a dinner for members of
the 254 OBA living in the Portsmouth area but it gained in
popularity with members regularly travelling from as far away as
Leeds, Clacton and Perranporth. At the suggestion of one of
these long distance travellers, the dinner this year was a two-day
event with an informal dinner on Friday evening followed by the
showing of two Corps DVDs and a more formal dinner on
Saturday evening. On Saturday morning 10 members met at
Beaulieu to gaze upon the cars and motorcycles in the motor
museum and to enjoy the summer-like sunshine whilst exploring
the grounds, the Palace, the Abbey and the Exhibition describing
the SOE activities at Beaulieu during WW2.

BEVERLEY EX-BOYS
ASSOCIATION
Chairman
Branch Sec

Mick Teague
Tony Hull

Some time last year, someone suggested to Tony Hull it might be
nice to have a group weekend at Bournemouth. Never daunted
by a proposal, Tony enquired who might be interested and quite
a few people were. But due to one thing or another, only 4
couples arrived at The Queens Hotel to spend Easter weekend:
Frank and Eve Webber, Arthur and Barbara Trevor, Dick and
Adelaide Hurel and Fred and Jeanette Freeman. True to form,
despite living in Bournemouth, Tony and Beryl decided to stop at
the hotel, se as to ensure everyone was well looked after! On
Saturday evening, Roger and Jean Gates, who were visiting their
daughter in Poole, called in after dinner and spent the evening
with us.
The hotel was very comfortable and the dinner menu offered a
varied and interesting choice each evening. The food was
excellent and to mark the occasion on Easter Sunday morning we
had Hot Cross Buns at breakfast and everyone received a
Cadbury chocolate egg.
We could not have asked for better weather and everyone made
the most of the sun and higher than average temperatures.
Some went shopping; some went walking on the beach or the
promenades, as well as visiting some of the local attractions such
as Monkey World and the Russell Cotes Museum.
All in all, a good time was had by all with plenty of time in the
lounge after dinner each evening for the lads to reminisce and
amuse us with stories from the "Good Old Days" when they were
Beverley Boys.
Our thanks to Tony and Beryl for organising such an enjoyable
weekend

Rusty and Nancy Davis attended their first Droxford Dinner.
Danny Jones attended his first 254 OBA Dinner and was
somewhat taken aback when shown a photograph of himself
taken almost 60 years ago. Aurie! Bussell was accompanied by
her daughter Mandy Hawkins and Lilian Bower made the
journey by train and taxi. A very brave lady. Mavis and Sadie
attended their first Droxford Dinner accompanying Brian Fisher
and Norma Faulkner respectively. Paul Thompson, son of Clive
and Jane Thompson, and Pat also attended for the first time. It
was noted that in order t o escape his father's influence, he had
taken drastic measures and joined the Royal Air Force!

As always the Upland Park Hotel (proprietor ex-Sgt and ex-RSM
Boy, Harrogate, Brian Lay) worked wonders with an extensive
menu on both evenings, by providing a large flat screen television
to watch our DVDs on Friday, and a (relatively) quiet room to
ourselves on Saturday. Other parties dining at the hotel had a
disco and some of our members took advantage of that to show
their ladies that they could still shake a nifty foot. Auriel had to
be dragged from the dance floor by her daughter, reluctant to
accept that 'pumpkin time' had arrived.
After a hearty 'full English' on Sunday morning, members slipped
away promising to meet up again at Derby in September.

01/05/07
??/01/07
??/03/07
02/03/07
07/05/07
??/04/07

HAYCOCK - Lt Col Keith Edward Haycock died 9 December
2006.
With the sudden death of Keit h Haycock, the Corps has lost an
exceptionally loyal and capable officer. In fact his whole life up to
the very last moment was dedicated to Royal Signals. From
enlistment at age 19 in 1941 , he served right through until
retirement from the active list in 1975 after which he continued for
another 10 years in HQ 2 Sig Bde in Aldershot, in a retired officer
appointment. Subsequently he became a staunch member of the
Aldershot Branch of the Royal Signals Association.
As a tp comd during WW 2, he served in the European Theatre in
11 Armd Div Sig Regt and became the Adjt at the young age of
22 . At the end of hostilities, further postings in Europe followed,
including the British Zone Sig Sqn at Klagenfurt in Austria through
until 1951 . At that time the Korean War had just started and Keith
joined the Commonwealth Div Sig Regt as a tp comd and then
moved into Div HQ as a staff capt, for which service he was
awarded the US Bronze Star. After staff trg at Camberley, he
completed two demanding staff appointments in the Far East
until 1957, when he returned to the UK to join 7 Trg Regt as a
Sqn Comd. Following a tour with AFCENT in France, he
commanded 217 Sig Sqn in Germany before joining the Defence
Signals Staff in 1964. A tour in 9 Sig Regt in Cyprus followed
before promotion to Lt Col to become Chief Signals Officer Berlin
from 1969 - 1972. At the conclusion of this varied and active
career, he became the Signals Officer at HQ SE District in
Aldershot at which time he and his fam ily settled in the local area.

Last Post was sounded. Ken and Emerald Le Montais with their
son and daughter-in-law, Ian and Sandra, were delayed for 3
hours by the closure of the MS motorway and only arrived at the
end of the service but were able to meet up with everyone
afterwards. We send our sincere condolences to Lily and the
family.
BEVAN - L/Cpl Lemuel Bevan died on 8 April 2007
Lem was born in Swansea on 6 November 1921 and until the
outbreak of WW2 worked in the steel and copper mills. In 1940,
he went to the recruiting office to sign on in the Royal Navy, but
was directed through the wrong door and found he had signed
up for the Army in the Royal Welch Fusiliers. After basic training,
he was transferred to the South Wales Borderers and was posted
to Egypt as a Bren Gun Carrier driver. After heavy losses in the
desert, the Bn was sent to Cyprus, where it was amalgamated
with the King 's Own Royal Regiment (KORA).
1 KORA moved to Leros Island in the Dodecanese early
November 1943 and came under heavy airborne attack shortly
after that. The surrender took place on 16 November and Lem
was taken prisoner and then spent the rest of the war, except for
5 days on the run after an escape, in POW camps mostly in
Germany.
Released in April 1945, he was then posted to the RASC and
remained there until demob in 1946. Lem rejoined the army in
1947 in Royal Corps of Signals and was post ed back to Egypt.
Whilst there met his wife, Olive, who at the time was serving with
the WRAF.
He left the Corps in April 1952 and set up home in Woodley,
Berkshire and remained in the area for the rest of his life, working
in the aircraft industry and at AWRE until his final retirement. He
was an active member of the superb Reading Male Voice Choir,
joined the RSA, British Legion and the Leros Veterans Association
to name but a few.
His wife and daughter survive him.

RAMBRIDGE - Royston (Roy) Rambridge died on 17 February
2007.
Roy Rambridge passed away on Saturday 17 February this year.
Roy joined 6 (Boys) Trg Regt in 1953, but only served in the Royal
Signals until 1961 . After leaving the Corps, he was only a civilian
for 6 months before deciding to join the RAF. Roy's funeral took
place at Loughborough Crematorium on Tuesday 27 February.
Apparently there were only about 16 mourners and Brian Angell
attended to represent the Beverley Ex-Boys Association. We
send our deepest sympathy to Roy's wife, Dorothy, and the
family.

BERRY - SSM (Retd) John (Jack) Berry - died 14 March 2007
Born in 1908, Jack joined the Royal Signals in 1931 on his return
from Australia where he had gone as a Dreadnought Boy at the
age of 17. He retired from the Army in 1957 and settled for a
while in Bridlington.

JAMIESON - W01 Andrew Jamieson died on 17 February 2007
Frank Webber, Albert Trevor, Tony Hull, Fred Freeman, Dick Hurel
Eve Webber, Barbara Trevor, Beryl Hull, Jeanette Freeman,
Adelaide Hurel

Served Years
Name and Rank
Band - Sgt SN Band
1939/54
Bateson - Maj NJ Bateson 1977/07
Brown - Sgt B Brown
1969/90
Clinch - Brig JC Clinch CBE 1938/76
Crow - W01 HJ Crow
1943/68

Died
22/04/07
01/05/07
06/04/07
23/02/07
08/04/07

It was with deep regret that we learned of the death of Andy
Jamieson on Saturday 17 February after a stroke. Andy was
born on 24 September 1934 and joined 6 (Boys) Trg Regt in 1951 .
He served with the Royal Signals until 1976 having had postings
In Africa and Germany and ended up as a Warrant Officer. He
married Lily in 1954 and they had 52 happy years together. The
funeral took place on 5 April at Worcester Crematorium with a
Humanist service. There were approximately 50 people attending
including Andy's brother, George and his wife Elizabeth from
Kent. Andy had 4 children, Eric, Laurie, Dean and Joan and 15
grandchildren and one great grandchild. The Beverley Ex-Boys
Association was represented by Tony and Beryl Hull, Joe and
Marian Jackson and Ted Brant, who gave the Exhortation after
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03/04/07
06/03/07

Keith was a highly professional officer whose life was based on
robust Christian pri nciples. In his later years in Camberley he was
an active member of the Baptist church, where he was respected
for his thoughtful approach and organising ability. Despite living
and fighting through the turbulent years of the second half of the
20th century, he was essentially a gentle and kindly person who
always enjoyed a good laugh and invariably looked on the bright
side of things. He brought all of these qualities to the proceedings
of the Aldershot Branch of the Association where he was valued
as a good companion and friend . He was devoted to his family
and we extend to his widow, Norah, who always supported him
through thick and thin, and to Jennifer and John our sympathies
on their great loss.

Gordon Gibbs, living only 4 miles away, had hoped to meet other
ex-boys for the first time in 56 years but slipped that afternoon,
hurt his back and had to cancel at the last minute.
Also reporting sick were Rita Braid and Caryl Baker. "Get well
very quickly" cards were passed around to be signed and for
once, ex-boys were very restrained in their comments!

Hancher - Lt Col WRG Hancher MBE
1939/71
1953/56
Hirst - LCpl JH Hirst
Manning - Lt Col GF Manning
1970/07
McGarry - Sgt VG McGarry 1965/87
1961/??
Petts - SSgt LG Petts
Smedley- Sgt CJ Smedley 1945/48
Stewart - Maj FP Stewart 1939/71
1947/49
Vincent - LCpl R Vincent
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He had served in Palestine and India (on the N.W. Frontier) before
WWII, Ceylon during the war and in Germany during the
Occupation. Jack was with the B.E.F. in France and being in the
rearguard at Dunkirk was one of the last men to be lifted off the
beach.
One of his prized memoirs was his driving licence in which he
had recorded the serial numbers of the five rifles he managed to
bring back with him. Members of the Boys Unit at Beverley
Victoria Barracks, where he served from 1951 to 1954, may
remember him. After retiring, Jack had a number of jobs, among
them working at GCHQ in Cheltenham.
He finally retired to Scarborough but after losing his wife, Eileen,
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Jack moved back to a retirement home in Cheltenham to be
closer to his daughter, Norma. Like the good soldier he was,
Jack gently faded away on 14 March 2007.
His fam ily would like to thank the Reg i m e~t , ~SA_FA _ and the
British Legion for the help they provided him 1n his final years.

TED WAY - Ted Way the international motor cycle display team
rider passed away on Saturday March the 10th at the age of 88 in
Ashford Hospital Middlesex after a long illness .
Ted was instrumental in re-forming the "White Helmets· the Royal
Signals Motor Cycle Display Team in 1937 and duri~g the w~r
years was a sergeant instructor at Catterick Camp in Yorkshire
where one of his young recruits to the Signals was non other than
the great Geoff Duke who even as an 18year old would disappear
across the moors leaving everyone in his wake.
After the war in 1946, Ted , together with Basil Shelbourne formed
the Cytrix Motor Cycle Display team hiring Matchless motorcycles
from Jock West at Plumstead for £2.00 per week. Several ye~rs
tater BSA supplied the Cytrix Team with machines right up until
1964 when Ted and Basil retired.
In the late 1950's the Team toured Europe on several occasions
and completed two 6 month tours of the USA visiting many of the
State Shows riding their BSA SOOcc Gold Star Moto Cross
machines.
The Cytrix Team became know as, 'Britain's Aces of t~e Worlds
Arenas'. Ted is survived by his wife Margaret and their two sons
Tony and Steven.

MCGINN - LCpl Ben McGinn died on 26 August 2006.
In the April edition, we were unable to publish a photograp~ of
Ben but we now have a photo that shows him as most of his
friends will remember him, with a
grin on his face.
Our thoughts remain with his
wife and family, as they continue
to come to terms with their
tragic loss. The original obituary
is republished below.
Ben McGinn was born on 30
November 1980 in the British
Military Hospital, Rinteln,
Germany. Being from a military
family, he grew up in various
military communities in Germany
and UK, completing his
education at King Edward Sixth
Form College in Nuneaton.
He enlisted into the Royal Signals in 1998 and trained as a Tele
Op (TG) at the Royal School of Signals in Blandford: On
completion of his trg, he joined 30 Sig Regt, deploying on op
tours to Kosovo and Sierra Leone. In September 2000 he
married Sig Stephanie Hawkins. Sweethearts since Blandford,
they set up home and tried to see as much of e~ch other as life in
separate Sqns at 30 Sig Regt would allow. Their son Joshua
was born in July 2003 and later that year they were posted to the
Royal School of Signals in Blandford where Ben wa~ employed in
RadEx Tp. During his tour, he attended the Royal Signals
Leadership Course and was encouraged to apply for a
commission, subsequently passing the initial Royal Signals
Selection Board. In June 2006 Ben and Steph were posted to
1 UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt in Herford. Both were selected for
promotion in July 2006. Ben had a ~ery bright future ahead of
him and he and his family were looking forward to his career
developing further. Tragically, Ben was killed in a motorcycle
accident on 26 August 2006, whilst on leave in the UK.
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Ben personified the phrase "live life to the full" . .He was a.good
tradesman and enjoyed soldiering . Strong and fit, he had 1ust
volunteered for the Regt's Lanyard Trophy team but ~ e also
attempted everything and anything that involved exc1t~m ent. He
tried his hand at freefall parachuting ; he boxed at 30 S~ g Regt,
was a Joint Service Ski Instructor and loved motorcycling.
However, he was at his happiest when spending time with his
family - he was a real "hands on" Dad.
Ben had a wide circle of friends in the Corps and was a very
popular, happy, vibrant young man with a great sense of humour
and fun. He will be dearly missed by family and friends alike.

CLINCH - Brig John Charles Clinch CBE died on 23 February
2007.
Johnny Clinch was born on 15 August 1921 and educated at
Brighton College. He enlisted in the Corps shortly after the
outbreak of WW2 and was commissioned in 1941 . His first
appointment was with 32 Gds Bde, ~hen in West Hampstea?. He
had a speedy introduction to operational comm~ , despa.tch1ng a
pigeon every Thursday, destined for the Royal Signals pigeon loft
in Horse Guards Parade, in Whitehall.
tn 1942, the Bde joined the Gds Armd Div and he remained in the
Reg! until VJ Day, 15 August 1945. The Div landed in Normandy
in June 1944 and was the first to reach and liberate Brussels on 4
September 1944. As he entered Brussels, ~n a~ateur
photographer climbed on his jeep and the v1cton.ous entry was
recorded on film. A copy is held by The Royal Signals Museum
at Blandford. The Div then took part in Op Market Garden, the
attack on Arnhem.
Johnny was posted to the reformed 3 Inf Div, tasked to invade
Japan. Having been Adjt of the Gds Armd Div Sig Regt, he was
made Adj! of the newly formed 3 Div Sig Reg!. The Div was then
re-tasked with "keeping the peace" in Palestine and Johnny was
posted to HQ Palestine. He then joined 4 Air Fmn Sig Reg!
commanding 1 Sqn at lsmailia in Egypt.
tn February 1947, the TA was reformed and he was fortunate to
be posted to 43 Wessex Inf Div Sig Reg! TA in Taunton. From
there he went to the Combined Operations Centre at Frem1ngton
as an Instructor in the Signals Wing. It was here that he took part
in a deep water project in a static water tank helped by another
officer, who was later to become Master of Signals.
In 1955, after a posting to the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst
as Chief Instructor of the Signals Wing, he was seconded to the
Federation of Malaya Armed Forces and became OC 1 Malayan
Inf Bde Sig Sqn, which was fully involved in the Malayan
Emergency.
His next appointment was on the staff of Comd Comms Royal
Signals HQ 1 BR Corps in West Germany. After a short tour as
21C 1 Div Sig Regt, he was selected to command Gurkha Signals
in Malaya. He joined the widely deployed Regt in October 1962
on the day the Borneo War started! In 1964 there was a
.
requirement for SAS type patrols on the 1,000 mile mountainous
frontier with Indonesia, so a Gurkha Signals Para Sqn was formed
and operated in Borneo.
In June 1965, he left the Gurkhas and rejoined the Bde of Gds as
CSO London District. In June 1966, he was promoted Col and
posted to RAF Germany as CAFSO. In 1969, he formed 4 Sig Gp
with 16 and 21 Sig Regis under comd. In 1970, he was
appointed Commandant, Army Apprentice College in Harrogate
and in 1972 promoted to Brig to command 2 Sig Bde in
Aldershot. He was made a CBE in January 197 4.
His last serving appointment was Vice President of the Regular
Commissions Board, Westbury. He retired from the Army in
August and joined ASVU (positive vetting). He retired for the
second time in August 1986.
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In 1952 whilst at Sandhurst, he was t<1sked with re-establishing
the Sandhurst Radio Club which had been dormant since the
war. A visit to the RSG Woolwich soon got the call sign "GSPM"
on the air again and he has been licensed (G3MJK) since that
time He operated radio stations in Malaya, West Germany and
the UK, and until his death , was Chairman of the Radio Invalid
and Blind Club.
His other life long interests were game shooting and fly-fishing
and he has been able to pursue these interests in all his overseas
postings. He was the President of the Southampton Branch of
the Royal Signals Association, President of the local Royal British
Legion Branch, a supporter of the Village Neighbourhood Watch
and an active contributor to all aspects of village life.
In January 1947, he married his wife, Nan, who had been an ATS
Officer serving with 3 GHQ Signal Regiment in Cairo. She sadly
died in 1995. He is succeeded by his daughter, Angela, and son
David.

Mr Lunnon served with Edward Fielding in the Eighth Army in
North Africa, in Italy and specifically in the battle for Monte
Cassino.
Yours ...

From:

Mrs Gill Whitehead
Birkdale
Tarrant Keyneston
Blandford Forum
Dorset DT11 9 JE

I would like to thank all the members of the Corps who sent me
cards and letters of sympathy and kind words at the time of
David's death.

MILNE - Cpl Richard (Dick) Milne died on 20 April 2007.
Dick Served for the duration of WW2 in the Royal Signals. He
was a technicial and a very proud Signaller attaining the rank of
Cpl. He did his miltary trg at Spean Bridge in Scotland and his
unit was part of the 51 st Highland Div, which in turn was part of
8th Army, serving in North Africa, Sicily and Italy finishing up in
Austria wwhere he became an accomplished skeir. Dick recently
attended a reun ion for the 51st Higland Div, meeing many old
friends and comrades.
In civilian life, Dick was employed as an electrician and lived in
the Derbyshire Dales. His funeral service took place in
Chesterfield and was very well attended by many members of the
ex-service community

I hope to respond personally but I have been completely
overwhelmed by the number of letters.
Yours ...
From: Capt (Retd) Tony Reynolds
IRAQ, AFGHANISTAN, FALKLANDS CONFLICTS - REMEMBER
ALL
As a Cpl serving with 30 Sig Regt in 1982, I had the honour and
privilege to take an incredible team of guys to supply the 2nd Bn
Scots Guards with a Rear Link Detachment on Op COPORATE.
Unlike the soldiers of today, op deployments, apart from Northern
Ireland or with Special Forces were rare. Everyone in the Corps
wanted to participate in this op and even soldiers from 30 Sig
Regt deployed in Belize and Cyprus were trying every trick in the
book to get their tours cut short, so they could deploy.

From:

JOHN RANDALL (formely AKEHURST G30AZ)
43 Paddock Road, Basingstoke, Hants. RG22 6QP

The majority of those involved came from UK based units but
BAOR units were to play a major role in the first Gulf War a few
years later.

I served in Royal Signals from 1949 untill the mid 60s. My
surname during this period of service with the Royal Signals was
Akehurst and I will! be remembered with that name. I stared my
service as an AIT in 1949 at AAS Harrogate and I was discharged
at JLR Denbury as a Sgt radio instructor.
My purpose In writing to you is to see if I can trace a former
friend and radio amateur, Sgt JJ Smith who left Denbury about 4
weeks before myself.
I am aware that he lived in the Chester area and like myself was a
member of The Royal Signals Mature Radio Society, I am still a
member and active as G30AZ. I would welcome any news of his
whereabouts and indeed any past service friends from days gone
bye, many thanks.
Yours ..... .

From:

Joan L Page
23 Chester Court
Albany Street. London . NW1 4BU
Phone: 0207 935 5242

May I appeal through your magazine for anyone with filJ.Y.
information about one LUNNON , who served with the Royal
Corps of Signals during World War Two, to telephone me or write
to me at the address above.
THE WIRE, JUNE 2007

It is appropriate that the 25th anniversary of the Falklands War is
being commemorated by National Events and that it is to be the
theme of the 2007 Royal Signals Association reunion.
It is important that we all get the opportunity to remember our
comrades who died. It is also worthwhile using the events to
remember the families and friends left behind, not just during the
Falklands War but in all the conflicts from the Second World War
to Afghanistan.
The majority of us did not even know where the Falklands were
before the conflict erupted. The time frame from invasion to
deployment was very short.
Many people worked for weeks on end, obtaining and preparing
equipmenVresources required for a deployment of over 8,000

m~

-

Once we deployed, a vital network provided our families with
support. Others fulfilled the ongoing commitments and
deployments with reduced manpower. When we returned on a
high, they listened with patience, as we bored them with our war
stories.
I would suggest that when we celebrate the 25th anniversary of
the Falklands Conflict, we remember a great bunch of people that
did not receive the South Atlantic Medal, but are also Falkland
Veterans, as without their efforts, we would not have succeeded. I
would imagine similar individuals are supporting ops today and
deserve our thanks.
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When I attend the RSA weekend, I look forward to meeting those
who did not receive a South Atlantic Medal but provided us with
the vital support to succeed .
Yours ...

From: Derek C Wood (derekcwood@troyuk.fsnet.co.uk)
Mob: 07803 299366
Troy UK, 3rd Floor, Adelphi Miil
Grimshaw Lane, Bollington
Macclesfield, Cheshire SK10 5JB

1 Signal Squadron
Special Communications

I have been trying to obtain a copy of my Pass Out Parade
photograph for a long time without success.
At the suggestion of the Archivist at the Royal Signals Museum I
am writing to you to see if it is possible that you could print my
request in the next issue of The Wire in case a reader, who
possibly passed out at the same time has a copy that they could
send to me.
I passed out at Helles Barracks with 7 Tp, 1 Sqn, 11 Sig Regt,
Catterick around mid-February 1965.
Yours .. .

From:

Marcus Dyer
markandpat@primusonline.com.au

I am seeking the help of your readers to find a book which I am
trying to find. I do not know the title or the author but I do know
it was about a Scottish member of the Royal Corps of Signals
who was serving in Korea in 1953. He and a mate went on R&R
to Japan where he assaulted a woman and was arrested. He
then became the first Westerner to be tried in a Japanese court
since the occupation forces had handed power back to Japan.
He was found guilty and sentenced to a term in jail. The book is
his story.
I was in the Signals in Korea at the time so I would be pleased if
you could help me find the Author and Trtle of this book.

Learn a variety of new skllls.
Get job satisfaction.
Regular travel to unique destinations.
Use specialist equipment
TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR CAREERI
You will operate and nercise In locatlons 1cross the globe, with unparalleled
responsibility and opportunity. Serving at the heart of all major operations,
you will earn Special Communications pay as just part of a rewarding and
career enhancing experience. After passing your selection course, you will
work closely with senior commanders whilst deployed, and attend speclallat
training courses while in UK.

I

A one week Intensive assessment course for all operator trades will test your
trade and leadership skills. If you 1re successful you will continue onto the
Special Communications Course. Extensive t raining on SC equipment.
procedures and the Squadron' s role will culminate in an overseas exerclae,
this year deploying to Tokyo, Bangkok and Kuala Lum pa. And that's just the
beginning .
II you a1e interasted. read SOINC PD206. and submrt a
completed Annex E Your Yo!S should give you further
deta Is. or oontact us direct on
Civ Phone 01908 638517

Assessment Oates
3 - 8 Jun 07
8 -13 Jul 07 (Germany}
29 Jul - 3 Aug 07

OP BANN ER PRINT
AUGUST 1969 - AUGUST2007
'BELFAST'

Yours .. .
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I was doing my driving course at Barnard Castle in 1948, which
was the Royal Signals Driving School and this was part of 5
Training Regiment.
I was just curious whether this was the same airfield that we did
out training in.

Yours ...

I

I JI ~=-==._
... =I.!! f !:1.;

Whilst reading the April edition of The Wire, I was interested to
read the letter from Lt Col 9Retd) G Powell as regards to 5
Training Regiment at Tholthorpe Airfield.

I am almost positive it the same airfield. I hope to hear more if
this letter is published in the next issue of The Wire.

..
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.!!:::

iii!

COST £15 plus P&P
W01 Mark Gilbert was commissioned to produce a painting of
the Northern Ireland Conflict. The above montage of 9 smalleer
prints combines to create the overall effect. This is a limited
edition with only 400 signed prints commissioned .

NOTICE
For further information contact:
The Editor welcomes correspondence from readers on matters of
interest to the serving and retired Corps. letters which add to the
Corps history, either as personal recollections or questions which
stimulate answers are likely to be published.
It will the Editor's final decision on the suitability of letters for
publication and he reserved the right to edit where necessary.
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Sgt Phillips
India Troop
21 3 Signal Squadron
BFPO 801
ATN 9491 64508
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HONOURS AND AWARDS

I

. d Honours in the Queen's Birthday Honours List:
We congratulate the follow1.1g Royal Signals personnel who receive
OHicer of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (OBE)
Lt Col CW Edwards TD CO 35 Sig Regt
Member of the Most Excellent Order of the British Empire (MBE)
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FAREWELL MESSAGE FROM JAN CORNICK - WELFARE
SECRETARY

I

There have been many
changes at RHO since
its move from London in
1995, but I can hardly
believe that is now my
time to make a change
and retire from the
position of Welfare
Secretary to the Royal
Signals Association, a
job that I have
thoroughly enjoyed for
12 years.

I
I

Despite the many
changes, one thing that
has remained constant is
our determination to provide assistance to both serving and
retired members of the Corps and their dependents, when they
most need it.

1 am frequently asked if our help is available to National Service

personnel and the answer is - yes . .The job. ~as involved contact
with a great number of various service chant1es and RSA
Associations and with many branches of SSAFA Forces Help, The
Royal British Legion and I would like to thank them all for all their
advice and assistance in helping us to support our r:iembers and
for helping to make my job so enjoyable and for their good
wishes on my retirement.
During my time as Welfare Secretary, I have had the privilege in
assisting with more than 10,000 cases and we have spent £3.5
million on assistance. It is now time to " hang up my RSA .
cheque book and pen" and I have promised my husband I will not
carry on in the same vein with our cheque book!
It is with some sadness and yet excitement that I move on _to the
next stage in life but I am assured that in no time at all, I will
wonder how I ever had time to work and there 1s a very good
chance that I will get involved in helping somewhere 1n the not
too distant future.
All that remains for me to say is a big thank you to everyone for
their help and friendship over all the years, almost 40 m total, and
1 wish my successor, Miss Linda Rowley, good luck and ~very
success in her new tenure. I know that whe will love the JOb and
do it well.

Mrs Amy Petersen
Tel : 01258 482085

All correspondence and material for publication in The WIRE should be addressed to:
The WIRE,
RHQ Royal Signals,
Blandford Camp,
Blandford Forum, Dorset, DT11 8RH

Welfare
Miss Linda Rowley
Tel: 01258 482089

Contributors
Deadline for The Wire :

Accounts I Subscriptions

Email: thewire@royalsignals.m od.uk

15 February for publication in April.
15 April for publication in June.
15 June for publication in August.
15 August for publication in October.
15 October for publication in December.
10 December for publication in February.

Please refer to Guidelines for Contributors. http:ljwww.army.mod.uk/rova lsiqnals/thewire/
Mrs Sharon Sterne
Tel: 01258 482087

Subscribers
All enquiries regarding subscriptions and despatch of The Wire should be made to: 01258 482087
or 94371 2087 (mil). Remittances should be made payable to Royal Signals Benevolent Fund.

As I expected, this issue of The Wire has been hard to keep
within the target 96 pages. In addition to the usual regimental
and squadron inputs, we have also received welcome
submissions from Leeds UOTC, SANGCOM, ASLS Pirbright and
four reports on Corps sporting activities. Before the final edit,
we were well over 100 pages and so some items had to be left
out.
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Movements and Retirements
News from Blandford
News of Training
News from Regiments

We were also compelled to reduce the number of photographs
included in various articles and in many cases, we had to make
them much smaller than ideal.
Nevertheless, the August Wire is I believe a healthy balance
between the reports of unit life on operations, training,
adventure training and sport and the acivities of the retired
Corps and the RSA in general.
I need to remind some units that photographs have to be of
good quality. While we do not expect professionally posed
pictures, it would be sensible if some thought were given to the
reasons why a photograph is being taken beforehand and what
has to be included in it. The aim should be to replace or
enhance the written word. If it is not going to do this, then think
again about the position of the camera, the composition and
size of the picture.
In the October issue, I hope to publish photographs taken at the
RSA Weekend. All submissions welcome!

Mrs Jan Cornick with past and present Chairmen of the RSA and the Corps Welfare .c ommittee after her farewell lunch. Jan was presented
with the Master of Signals Award for her service to the Corps
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Lt Col Justin Hodges assumes t he role of Captain of t he
Queen's Guard on Buckingham Palace Forecourt.

W01 Walter Offord takes the salute from The White Helmets prior to
their leaving the arena. W01 Offord now aged 90 was a LCpl
mechanic in the Team in 1934.
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MILITARY MIGHT AT SHOW - by Roy Be~·an

HQ SOinC(A) COMMUNICATIONS & INFORMATION SYSTEMS
TRIALS & DEVELOPMENT UNIT

This year's Liverpool Military Show was the 6th year that it has
taken place and it gets larger and better every time, with the
might of t he Military on display.
The Show is put on by a committee of 5 people, and this year's
nominated charity was Soldiers, Sailors and Airmen Forces
Association (SSAFA) Forces Help. Each of the 5 volunteer their
services so that every penny raised after expenses goes to the
fund .

COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION SYSTEMS TRIALS
AND DEVELOPMENT UNIT (CIS TDU)
$010/'I) CIS TDU
S02 Tech Plans
S02 Trials Plans

The event is also supported by the Lord Lieutenant of
Merseyside, Col Dame Lorna Muirhead, who is their President.

Derek Twigg MP , Minister for Armed Forces, with Team Captain
Steve Vaughan and Cpl June Jones. The Minister congratulated
the Team on their outstanding performance
Among the VIP visitors to the show was Derek Twigg MP,
Minister for the Armed Forces, Comd North West Bde, Brig Mike
Griffiths, the Lord Mayor of Liverpool and the High Sheriff of
Merseyside.
Tue committee would like to express a big thank you to the Royal
Signals White Helmets Motorcycle Display Team and the
volunteers from 33 Sig Regt (V), who contributed to this being the
best military show in the north west.

33 Signal Regiment soldiers who gave greatly appreciated
support to the Liverpool Military Show with two potential recruits
- Scott Beveridge and Ryan Marshall

Plans are already under way for the 2008 show, which will be the
last Bank Holiday weekend in May. Make a date in your diaries
as it will celebrate part of Liverpool City of Culture. A big thank
you from SSAFA to everyone who supported this year's show.

Lt Col T Hall
Maj W McCreath
Maj A Howard RE

The task of CIS TDU is to sustain and further develop the
Equipment and Technology Lines of Development to underpin
battlespace information systems and tactical comms and to
advise on Comd Sp development across lines of development for
Bowman and CBM(L), directing specific capability integration
where appropriate.
BOWMAN TRIALS TEAM
S030NJ
RSM

Capt J Budding
W01 Smith YORKS

EXERCISE BOWMAN TIGER 07
In May 07, 15 members of the Bowman Trials Team deployed to
Bavaria to take part in a troop level AT ex. The week would
consist of hill walking , climbing and kayaking and we were all
raring to get on the mini buses and leave the horrible weather
behind. We all boarded safely and prepared ourselves for the 15
hr journey. On arrival at Oberstdorf, we were given our rooms in
the lodge and then endured many briefings, mainly focusing on
the importance of the midnight curfew!
The first activity day was hill walking with Bdr Paul Young.
Everyone's spirits were high as we began our ascent of the
Rubihorn, standing proud at 1957m. Unfortunately for us, all of
the mountain lodges were closed, as was the cable car. It
seemed that everyone else had seen the weather forecast.

OFFICERS, JUNE 2007
Name and Rank
A/Col DG Robson
Lt Col MJ Fensom
Maj JH Fraser
Maj JR Knight MBE
Maj GR Mason
Capt N L Berry
Capt SP Cowan
Capt CD Drew MBE
Capt K J Gr iffiths
Capt HJP Hebblethwaite
Capt M Jolly
Capt RJ Thompson
Capt MA Webb
Capt A H Williams
Lt KM Dunwoody
Lt JA Snelgrove

Unit to which posted
DCl(A)
ASLS
CSD Apps
EC ISTAR, MOD
CIS Branch HQ RSA
Royal School of Signals
7 Sig Regt
18(UKSF) Sig Regt
ATR Pirbright
OGE HQ Land
14 Sig Regt(EW)
10 Sig Regt
30 Sig Regt
3(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
3 Para
10 Sig Regt

7 Sig Regt
30 Sig Regt
20 Armd Bde Sig Sqn
2 Sig Regt
HQ 1 Sig Bde
40 Sig Regt (V)
1 (RBY) Sig Sqn(SC)M
ATR Lichfield
4 Armd Bde Sig Sqn
1 Mech Bde Sig Sqn

Capt GMT Oosterveen
Capt PM Ruddock
Capt LF Smith
Capt MJ Swift
Capt WP Taylor
Capt L E Webster
2Lt A Jeyes
Lt MS Davey
Lt AP Foot
Lt NCW Purdy

JUNE 2007
Name and Rank
Hele - Capt MS Hele
Jackson - Capt SG Jackson
Parsons - Capt KL Parsons

Date
07 Jun 07
23 Jun 07
20 Jun 07

OFFICERS, JULY 2007
Col PR Towers
Lt Col PM Kelly MBE
Maj EC Dickson
A/Maj GWA Johnston
Capt JT Arthurs
Capt P J Carley
Capt MC Duff
Capt BT Kelly
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DCSA DST Strat Change
BDS(W)
DSTL Electronics
21 Sig Regt (AS)
HO 11 Sig Bde
21 Sig Regt (AS)
3(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
CIS Brunssum Sector

JULY 2007
Bryning - Lt Col TJP Bryning
Cuthbertson - Capt EC Cuthbertson
Hudson - Col DB Hudson
Landreth - Capt JD Landreth
Peel - Capt AT Peel
Sinderberry - Maj PJ Sinderberry
Wartemberg - Capt CSC Wartemberg

01 Jul 07
31 Jul 07
23 Jul 07
01 Jul 07
28 Jul 07
01 Jul 07
28 Jul 07
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We donned our Gortex jackets for most of the day and the clouds
spoilt the views. As the day went on the rain was replaced by
snow and the sub zero winds made us miss the warmth of
Blighty! When we reached the bottom, we raised our morale with
a Bratwurst and a brew.
Day 2 was rock climbing and after being taught basic (but
essential) knots, we began to climb and so did the temperature.
The rock face began to fill up with other groups of climbers and
out came the video cameras waiting for a 'you've been framed'
moment. It never came, but due to overcrowding we called it a
day at lunch time.
That evening we deployed to the local town, and to our delight, it
was far busier than expected. Little did we know the world
Curling Championships were being held. It was a truly
international night of socialising .
On Day 3 we headed of for a day of kayaking, with the weather
not looking too promising. The water was freezing and Rfn
'Matt' Kane found this out sooner than expected. Considering
himself a kayak ninja, he was asked to demonstrate the capsize
drill. Just as the instructor, SSgt 'Di' Jones started to explain the
drill we heard a splash. The shock of the cold water meant Rfn
Kane panicked and bailed out! Some ninja!

Agood time was had by all and we are really looking forward to
returning to the lodge next year.
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TRIALS TROOP
S03(W)/Tp Comd
YofS
FofS

Capt J Hawkins
W02(YofS) P Lester
SSgt(FofS) D Mulheran

In September of last year, the organisations formerly known as S
Tp and Trials Sp Tp came together to form a single trialling
organisation, now called Trials Tp. Under a single S03/Tp Comd,
as opposed to the two previously, the YofS from Trials Sp Tp and
the FofS from S Tp came together to form an Ops Team. This
was further enhanced by an Ops Sgt and a Tp Sgt. The Tp in its
current guise now comprises 3 Trials Teams.
346 Trials Team, based in Blandford, works with new CIS
capabilities that may be as broad in scope as a range
comparison trial using Bowman installed in 2 or more platforms,
to a new antenna system or to an Army level system . Recent
examples include the new PANTHER veh, 2 prototype mobile
NVIS antenna systems for use with Bowman, Cormorant,
Reacher, J1 / J4 IOS and the Army's new Sp Veh.
543 Trials Team, also based in Blandford, works with new and
current capabilities that are designed to counter the threat to pers
and eqpt by IEDs - ECM (Force Protection) and ECM EOD.
Needless to say, with the current scale of commitments on Ops
TELIC and HERRICK, the team's workload has been both
considerable and incredibly important. They have recently just
returned from a limited deployment to Iraq and will shortly return
for a similar period of time in order to continue their invaluable
work.
749 Trials Team is detached to the Dstl site at Malvern and works
with bespoke capabilities for the Special User community. Once
again, with the current scale of commitments world-wide, the
team is never left short of both crucial and really interesting work.
EXERCISE CAPITAL 'T' - by Sgt Andy Moss
Soon after the amalgamation of the two troops, everyone was
rounded up and taken on an initiative/team building ex in London.
Strangely, nobody from the two troops knew each other before
the merger. This was exactly the reason for the ex! Everyone was
separated from their mates and mixed up with people they didn't
know. Teams of 3 were deployed around London armed with a list
of 50 tasks of varying degrees of difficulty. Sgt 'Jill' Rigby, Cpl
'Eddy' Waring and LCpl 'Bruce' Lee, had nearly completed all of
the tasks by the time they left the FUP in Ruislip, leaving Cpl
Waring just enough time for a dip in the Serpentine. Apparently
not that warm in December! All of the teams worked hard to gain
the most points. The prize for the junior member of the winning
team was his choice of slave for the day. The ex ended with a
slap up meal and a few drinks.
The teams spent the weekend putting their findings into
presentations which were delivered on the following Monday
morning. The points were added up and the winner chose his
slave for the day. LCpl Lee chose yours truly and is still chasing
me for a date 5 months on!
EXERCISE ENDURING MATT - by Cpl Steve Moran
Ex ENDURING MATT was a Trials Tp MATTs trg week which was
held in Penhale Camp, Newquay. The Tp deployed from
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it was like. At 0800hrs, everyone leapt into the coach and we
were off.

Blandford weary-eyed early on Sunday morning
with an attitude eager to impress.
Day 1 - The troops had an enthralling morning
line up of 'death by PowerPoint' with the Tp
Sgt, Andy Moss at the helm. The afternoon was
to be more up-beat as Sgt Moss and Sig
'Sniper' French rallied the troops for a PF:-.
The route recce had obviously been carrie.d out
carefully as the route involved 50% inclines!
Seemingly this didn't affect times as we had
prepared well. On Day 2 it was everyone's
favourite MATT, CBRN headed up by Cpl
'Steve' Moran. This saw more than its fair
share of ill fitting respirators and then CS
swallowing drills - none more so than LCpl
'Jacko' Jackson. The afternoon saw a bit of
competition injected into trg in the form of a Nav
Ex organised by SSgt Andy Conley and Sgt Si
Harris. Cpl 'Jim' Cowan and I blasted the
route in 40 mins. Sgt 'OAP' Paver and Sgt
'Jim' Annis were seen heading towards the
Newquay coastline and returned over 2 hrs later,
having achieved nothing except sore feet! No
one dared to ask what the two Tp techs had
been doing!
Day 3 - Some real soldier stuff! SSgt(FofS) 'DIV' Mulheran took
us to Milpool ranges for a pre-historic APWf. Not many of the Tp
had seen a gallery range and LCpl Jackson made up for his poor
showing in the CBRN chamber with the outstanding shoot of the
day. On Day 4, we rounded up the week with a pistol shoot and
the completion of PowerPoint presentations. The Tp headed into
Newquay for a meal and some well earned drinks. It turns out
that Newquay is not so dull!
TWO OCEANS MARATHON - CAPE TOWN, SOUTH AFRICA by Sgt Andy Moss
The aim of this ex was for a team of runners from Blandford
Garrison, but predominantly from Trials Tp, to complete the Two
Oceans Marathon in order to raise money for Kidney Research
UK and the Army Benevolent Fund . This is a 35 mile ultramarathon made even more difficult by high temperatures and
steep hills. SSgt 'Ben' Rigby, Sgt 'Smudge' Smith, Cpl 'Jim'
Cowan, Cpl 'Sonny' Faid, Cpl 'Martyn' Potter, and I were the
runners and supporting us in an admin role were Sgt 'Si' Harris
and Sgt 'Jill' Rigby. After an 18 hr flight, we arrived in Cape
Town and met our chaperone, Lt Col Bryan Sterne SA Army. We
drove the 35 mile route and wondered what we were getting
ourselves into!
On race day we were up early (0330hrs) and were all encouraged
by the atmosphere at the start line. The race was even harder
than I had expected, but I managed to achieve my goal of a sub
6 hr time. First across the line for us was Cpl Potter with a

After an hour's nervous travelling, we arrived at Yeovilton and
were met by the rest of the group. In the changing rooms we
donned our flight suits (tellytubby suits for some) and headed into
the ops room for our mandatory brief. After laughing throughout
most of the brief (mainly at the look of horror on a few faces) we
headed to the observation area to witness the first group's ordeal.
Me, (and the tellytubby), joined the first group of 6 and made our
way into the water, successfully completing our first "dunk",
straight down to the bottom and making our escape. The second
was a bit more eventful with Sgt Bharat taking a scenic tour of
the dunker before leaving via a window, that wasn't even
supposed to be used! This resulted in us having to repeat the
second dunk again! The first 2 dunks were conducted in "full
light" conditions; however the third involved a 180° rotation,
inverted with dimmed lights!! Spooky enough you'd think, but the
fourth dunk was inverted and in pitched blackness Thankfully it
was completed without incident.

The team proudly displaying their medals

fantastic time of 4 hrs 40 mins and bringing up the rear was SSgt
Rigby with a valiant 6 hrs 54 mins. We had a few anxious
moments waiting for him, as the organisers enforce a strict 7 hour
cut off time. During our remaining days in Cape Town we visited
Table Mountain and went Cage diving with Great White Sharks.
We raised a total of £2000 for kidney research and £200 for the
Army Benevolent Fund.
TRIALLING ON OP TELIC - by LCpl 'Bruce ' Lee
Due to limited real estate in the UK, 543 Trials Team deployed to
Iraq to conduct a number of trials. This was dubbed by the team
'OP ENDURING TRIAL'. We were all looking forward to a change
of scenery for 4 weeks. Sgt 'Paul' Faizey, LCpl 'Alec' Purdie
and I arrived in theatre and within 3 hrs were bundled onto a Sea
King, destination Shaibah Logistics Base to commence the first
of many trials. Our first was on the new Mastiff APC. The veh
was released onto the streets of Iraq within hrs of our completion.
We returned back to the COB only to find an even larger list of
trials. I figured I was going to be in Iraq for a little longer than 4
weeks!
Reinforcements arrived after 5 weeks in the shape of Cpl 'Jim'
Cowan and Cpl 'Stevie' Richards. This really helped to ease the
workload. After a total of 11 hard weeks of blood, sweat and
tears (literally!) we reach the bottom of the trial list and packed up
to come home.

The second group went a little smoother with YofS(W02) Shelley
Hill coming up looking like a drowned rat each time and the third
group with Sgt Shaun Hutson (the waterbaby) making it look
easy.
A great time was had by all and most would relish the opportunity
to do it again.
GO KART ENDURANCE COMPETITION - by Sgt Dougie Knight

After much planning by Sgt Phil Bainbridge, the 2nd of May
arrived and the Blandford Garrison Pro Karting Club hosted its
first, all-day Grand Prix event to raise some much needed funds
for SSAFA. Offered the opportunity to spend the day karting,
teams from HQ SOinC (A), Eng Div, Com Sp Div and BGSU took
up the challenge and set about making as much money as
possible.
Supported by Sgt Knight, Sgt Partington and Cpl Durnell , all
racers started at 0900hrs. Soon all teams were tearing round the
track with SOinC taking the lead and setting the standard of
karting to aim for. With quick changes and rapid refuels, the
morning seemed to fly by because all too soon 1200hrs was
upon us and time for the enforced downtime, where the karts
were rested and any essential maint carried out by the team
mechanics. The pit stop ended at 1300hrs and the race restarted
with everyone feeling a little more adventurous and pushing the

With another set of trials on the horizon we are poised for the
inevitable!

ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS
COMMAND SUPPORT DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS
Chief Instructor
SIO
SL
DSM
DSM (G)
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HELi - DUNKERS' DELIGHT - by Sgt Dougie Knight
Lt Col AJ Clewlow MBE
Mr Kevin Mather
Mr Robin Cooper
W02(DSM) Chris Jones
W02(DSM G) Om

Patriotically on 23 Apr 07 (St George's Day), members of Comd
Sp Div and TM Tp, BGSU embarked on a journey of discovery to
RNAS Yeovilton to undergo Helicopter Underwater Evacuation
Training (Heli Dunker), organised by Sgt Dougie Knight of
Bowman Sect. Meeting up at the Museum car park at 0730hrs,
everyone was discussing who had been dunked before and what
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The Winners Podium - Sgt Fitzmaurice, Comd Sp Div,
W02(SQMS) Woodruff, HQ SOinC(A), Cpl Stewart, BGSU with
Sgt Bainbridge, the organiser, Mrs Gillian Flint and
Mrs Tania Fensom, the SSAFA Representatives

karts faster and harder than before. Fortunately only one tyre
blow out by SOinC meant there was relatively little mechanical
work to be done to the karts. Sadly racing ended at 1500hrs,
all?wing Sgt Knight to collate all the lap totals and despite many
bnbes, kept the information undisclosed until the winner's
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notification was made at 1545hrs by Comd Sp Div's Chief
Instructor, Lt Col AJ Clewlow MBE to the winning team captain,
Sgt Fitzmaurice.
The results were as follows .
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Comd Sp Div
HQ SOinC (A)
BGSU
Eng Div

However the real winners overall were SSAFA. With the minimum
sponsorship per team set at £50, a tally of £200 was expected.
The true figure has yet to be established but we know it to be in
excess of £1200.
Everyone had a fantastic day and most got a great tan. It is
hoped to hold an event like this every year to raise the much
needed funds. Thanks go out to everyone for supporting this
event and for everyone who sponsored the teams to enable them
to make a difference to the lives of people within Blandford
Garrison.
COMMAND TRAINING GROUP (CTG)
COMMAND INSTRUCTOR WING - EXERCISE CASSINO
ROYALE - by Sigs Escott and Parker
Ex CASSINO ROYALE was a Staff Ride to selected battlefields of
the Italian Campaign 1943 - 44 for members of DCCIS and 11
Sig Regt. Two 1-week phases were run consecutively from 25
February - 10 March, allowing 27 members to attend.
Each group departed Blandford on Sunday morning for the flight
to Naples. Arrival at Naples airport was a combat indicator of the
chaotic Italian approach to life which was to be experienced
throughout the tour. Finally pers and bags were loaded onto the
buses and the fearless drivers bravely faced the Italian traffic.
After an hour's drive, the group arrived at the hotel in Vietri Sul
Mare and dinner in a local restaurant was enjoyed by all. Maj
Lee O'Rourke used his considerable Italian skills to order more
than enough food for anyone's Army!
Waking up with views across the world famous Amalfi Coast was
the perfect start to the first day - ignoring of course the allpervading fog! After a couple of hrs in the classroom, it was time
to go out onto the ground and see the landing sites first hand.
Standing on the beach, our Subject Matter Expert (SME), Col
Gordon Rafferty gave a very emotive description of what life
would have been like for those landing in the darkness of the
early hours of 9 September 43. We looked too at the German
defensive positions and how their arcs of fire created magnificent
killing areas across the landing zones. After that it was on to the
British cemetery where SSgt Hampson found an old relative who
had died during the invasion. He has since been able to
complete some extensive work on his family tree.
Having checked out of our hotel the following morning we then
drove to Cassino. En route we looked at the treacherous terrain
that had been crossed by the Allied forces during the winter of
1943/44. Arriving at the Commonwealth Cemetery at Cassino, it
was most poignant to look across at the 4,000 graves of the
soldiers at the foot of the hill and up at the Abbey which had
been their disastrous objective. Padre Andrew Cooper said a
few words of remembrance at the memorial and a wreath was
laid. After lunch and a look round the museum, our local guide
took us to the areas around the town where the fiercest fighting
had taken place. Unlike Normandy or other battlefields in France,
these areas are neither signposted nor easily accessible and
detours round old washing machines and climbing through holes
in fences were the order of the day. Day 4 of the tour kicked off
with a tour of the Abbey from a local guide, whose knowledge
was supreme and who gave us a real insight into the Abbey as
something other than simply a mil objective. Following briefings
of the 3rd and 4th battles, we went to Point 593 where we had
spectacular views across the valleys, that allowed us to
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appreciate the difficulties of fighting in that terrain. After a visit to
the Italian cemetery at Monte Lungo it was off to Anzio.
Having already been to the beach landing sites at Salerno, it was
interesting to contrast the terrain and differin~ receptions met by
the Allied forces. A visit to the US War Cemel~!'Y was most
sobering; however we were able to make good use of their
displays for our briefings. More time on the ground assisted us in
being able to picture the landings and added heat to the debate
as to whether the Allies should have gone straight to Rome.
Our final act of the Staff Ride was to lay a wreath at the
Beachhead Cemetery, having heard the details of how Sgt
Rogers won his VC during the landings 62 years previously.
Then it was off to Rome for 24 hrs of Italian culture before the
journey back to Blandford.

amenable French hosts that the Champions League Final with
Liverpool v Inter Milan was of the utmost importance and
essential to Anglo/Franco relations. The best Irish pubs in town
were identified and the game was savoured by French and British
alike.
The final day of the trip was the most fascinating with a tour of
the School's amazingly well-equipped, hi-tech and informative
Signals Museum. The Tp Comds pushed every single button in
there and after lots of oohs and ahhs, they got around the actual
Signals assets that the French Military have. Satellites, trunk
systems, and ORBATs were all explained and demonstrated with
real enthusiasm by the French Officers and Soldiers.
The final evening was one to remember. After yet another
cultured 4 course supper with copious amounts of good red wine,
the Tp Comds {French, British and Spanish) hit the town.

Overall the tour was fascinating and gave everyone a clear
understanding of that part of the Italian Campaign. We could all
have stayed at home and read books, but we would never have
gained the insight into the difficulties faced and been able to
analyse comd decisions in the light of the terrain.

Such was the success of the trip in continuing the French/British
ties, the Tp Comds brought back a French mascot with them in
the form of 2Lt JB Blandenet. But don't be alarmed; he will be
returned to his domicile in July sometime - maybe.

TC 67 EXCHANGE TRIP TO RENNES - by 2Lt Esther Connelly

TC 67 CHARITY BENCH PRESSING - by 2Lt Esther Connelly

Do these Tp Comds ever work? A holiday to France? Well, it was
all in aid of Franco/ British relations and by Jove, the Tp Comds
did a better job than Blair ever did!

It was with little fanfare and bluster that the Tp Comds from TC
67 strolled into Blandford Camp gym one fine morning in April, for
the biggest challenge of their mil career to date {they hadn't yet
encountered Trunk Systems on their course).

Although, it nearly didn't happen at all, 2Lt Holloway had no
passport and Capt French had been missed off the ferry ticket all was not going swimmingly. But armed with the MOD 90 blag
and a credit card {for the ticket, not a bri be, we were still on the
British side of the Channel) we all got onto the ferry.
The weat her was appalling. The French accused the English of
bringing the weather with them, and the Spanish (also visiting)
just looked downright horrified at the wet stuff pounding down
from the skies. But it was only the weather that was grim, the
accn was great, everyone was utterly welcoming and (the Tp
Comds pinched themselves at this one ... ) there was red wine with
almost every meal! Things couldn't get much better for them.
The first night was a welcome BBQ and drinks at the French
School, which was great fun despite the weather and it was
quickly evident that there were more than one or two 'characters'
from the Spanish contingent , who gave our own 'Troopies' a run
for their money!
The next day was a brilliant visit to the historic town of St Malo.
Our French hosts gave an informative tour of the walled fort and
then the Tp Comds were unleashed with directions to the best
ice-cream stand in town. 2Lt Lifton got stuck in with an iced
confectionary bigger than her head . But she wasn't alone. The
day was fi nished was a meal at a Creperie. Pancakes for main
course and dessert? Oh, the Tp Comds were already in love with
France!
Another day, another visit. The morning was spent at Saint Cyr,
the French equivalent of the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst.
The Tp Comds shuddered and were quickly ushered into the
museum. The boys were in their element poring over the medals
and swords on display, while the girts admired the uniforms, past
and present. This was a museum to compete with the Royal
Signals Museum - almost.
The afternoon saw a definite Signals theme as the Tp Comds
were taken to a telegraph station used in the 1800s to send
semaphore-type messages from Paris to Cherbourg. The station
had been rebuilt and turned into a 'working' museum, which was
hard work indeed for the tour guide as she cranked up the
telegraph arms!
After a visit to Mont St Michel to see the Abbey on an island,
which was later used as a prison (picture Alcatraz but much,
much prettier), the Tp Comds had managed to persuade the
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ARMY TRAINING REGIMENT LICHFIELD
ARMY
The Regt is preparing itself for the drawdown and the movement
to ATR Pirbright {Royal Signals recruits) and ATR Bassingbourn
(RE recruits). A number of Tps have already moved over to
Pirbright, as the formation of a second Regt begins to take place.
The drawdown is expected to be complete by May 2008.
1 TRAINING SQUADRON

oc
SSM

EXERCISE CU CH I DRAGON
Maj NRD Shenow
W02(SSM) A Finn

SOINC'S PD 19- SELECTION FOR EMPLOYMENT IN
TRAINING ORGANISATIONS
The first Royal Signals Instructor Selection Board took place in
Blandford in early October 06. Nearly 40 potential instructors
attended 4 days of tasks to assess their suitability as instructors
at the ATRs, AFC Harrogate and 11 Sig Regt. The week
consisted of comd tasks, interviews, teaching practices, problem
solving and presentations.
If you would like to serve in a either the trade or military trg
environment, then you must complete and submit the form in
SOinC's PD 19 with a recommendation from your OC. There are
broadly 3 types of instructor employment:

The Mission: to bench press the equivalent of a Challenger II
Main Battle Tank, to raise funds for the Royal National Lifeboat
Institution. Eyebrows were raised and whispers of nepotism were
rife in the corridors of the Officers' Mess, when it transpired that
the boyfriend of one of the Tp Comds had a Challenger II as his
second car, and the Mother of another Tp Comd was Head of the
RNLI for the whole of Wales. But, no, these were just cute
coincidences.
Armed with some balloons, posters and smiles on their faces the
Tp Comds commenced the task. 66 tonnes was a daunting
prospect for wee 2Lt Clayton as it had been decided that each
'Troopy' had to do 167 sets of 30kg. A whole 66 % of her body
weight! But she pumped away with 20kg sets and soon caught
everyone up with pigtails intact.
2Lts Jones and Bunting almost fell over themselves to grab a
bench and start 'pushing them out'. Late morning, the Tp Comds
were pleased to see Col Rafferty and Lt Col Clewlow saunter in
and commandeer a bench from a flagging 2Lt Holloway. They
then took it in turns to contribute a couple of hundred reps for the
cause!
The elusive 2Lt 'Tron' Murphy also made an appearance at the
eleventh hour as he juggled his Orderly Officer duties. Capts
Cochran and Pittaway contributed to the effort, but Maj Golley
trumped everyone by turning up in jeans and smart shirt and
benched a fair few reps, before going out on a social, all without
breaking into a sweat. Even some keen soldiers joined in,
straight from their PT session!
As you can imagine, with all this unexpected brawn {along with
their own), the Tp Comds with the help of Senior Officers,
decided that a whole troop of tanks should be the goal. The
standard 3 Tank troop was adopted , almost unanimously. There
were murmurs by a certain 'Troopy' that her boyfriend had 4
tanks in his Troop, but this suggestion was ignored . So, after
thrashing themselves for nearly 4 hrs, the Tp Comds had
completed their Herculean task. And just to reassure you all that
the Tp Comds did indeed work hard on this, they couldn 't highfive each other for at least a week!
But it all would have been pointless posturing , if It wasn 't for the
kind donations that totalled just over £500.
Huge thanks go out to every single person who sponsored them.
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AFCs are given favourable grading on promotion boards.
It will be increasingly unusual for pers to be selected for SSM and
RSM appointments if they have not completed a tour at a trg
establishment.
Employment at an ATR or AFC Harrogate is a pre-requisite for
selection to attend the RMAS Instructors Cadre.

Ex CU CHI DRAGON was a high risk remote AT exped involving
13 permanent staff from ATR{L), ATR(W) and ITC Catterick. Prior
to setting off to Vietnam to trek the highest peak in lndo-China,
many people scoffed at what they assumed to be a 'jolly' up a hill
and then extended holiday involving sitting on white sandy
beaches, snorkelling, massages by beautiful women and 5 star
hotels, which cost peanuts to stay in. Just to set things straight,
that mountain was a bit of a cheeky climb!
The exped consisted of 2 phases: a 5 day trek around a Northern
Vietnamese province and then the 4 day trek up Mount Fansipan
(3143m) itself. The first 5 days were a means to get acclimatised;
although it was the food, rather than the weather that took more
getting used to. Rice is very popular in Vietnam but having it for
5 days for every dinner and sometimes breakfast as well, took its
toll on some of the group. During the trek however, the views
were magnificent and the opportunity to live as the locals do, in
the wooden huts on stilts and wash in streams was a worthwhile
and humbling experience.
There was a day in between phases for some admin in Hanoi.
This gave the 3 Royal Signals of the group, Maj Nick Shenow
(Exped Leader), Capt Ian Scaife (QC Comms) and Cpl Dave
Turnbull a chance to get a couple of souvenirs.

Going through the Section Battle Drills

PHASE 1 - MILITARY TRAINING AT AFC HARROGATE AND
THE ATRs
ATRs and in particular, AFC Harrogate require a high level of mil
skills. Ideally you should be a substantive Cpl with 1 tour in that
rank. LCpls who have been selected for promotion and have
been identified as OUTSTANDING may be considered. You will
need to be qualified in th e following before starting your post:
Other Arms Skill at Arms
DIT
At least 1 other mil qual (CBRN , Dri ll Instr, BCDT, Recognition),
ideally more.
PHASE 2 - MILITARY TRAINING INSTRUCTOR
Phase 2 mil trg instructors are employed at Blandford. You will
be required to strike a balance between mil trg and a demanding
admin burden . Additional mil trg qualifications are desirable but
not essential
PHASE 2 - TRADE TRAINING INSTRUCTOR
You will need to have reaches at least Class1 in trade with a
minimum of a B grade with a recom mendation to fill a trade trg
Instructor's appointment on your Class 1 report. Ideally you
should have served at least 1 tour after your Class 1 qualification.
THE BENEFITS OF WORKING IN A TRAINING ENVIRONMENT
INCLUDE:
Highly rewarding work, despite long hours.
An opportunity for those on the RD roster to gain and use some
good mll trg qualifications.
In recognition of the demanding work, instructors at ATRs and
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The Fansipan warriors at the summit

The trek, if you can call it a trek, {a 'climb' would be a more apt
description), up Mount Fansipan turned out to be somewhat more
arduous than many had first thought. This was for many reasons,
including the humidity and the steepness of the path, but most
notably because in most places the group had to traverse up
slippery waterfalls and down rain washed bamboo forests.
However, once again it wasn 't the trekking itself that was the
most difficult to bear but the overnight accn . This could only be
described as a 9x9 gazebo, which could have been purchased for
£1 O from any Argos Superstore. For 10 people it was never
going to be substantial enough to protect from horizontal rain and
the gusting winds on top of a mountain. However, we persevered
and on the 3rd day of the second trek, we reached the summit
much to the relief of one or two members of the group.
Unfortunately, there was thick cloud at the top, which prevented
anyone taking pictures of what was no doubt a magnificent view
of Vietnamese ridgelines and tropical forests. With the trekking
part of the exped over we could look forward to enriching
ourselves with culture by viewing ancient caves, ancient temples,
museums and the famous tunnels used by the Viet Cong to
launch attacks into Saigon from the Cu Chi province. Of course,
in addition to that we were forced to spend time on white sandy
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beaches, go snorkelling, get massages by beautiful women and
stay in 5 stay hotels that cost peanuts!! Overall, an excellent
experience and something each member of the group will never
forget. ... .for whatever reasons that might be.
Thanks go to Anglia Battlefield Tours, Mabey Johnson and Royal
Signals for grants towards the exped.
EXERCISE DEEP BLUE DRAGON
Off to the sunny islands of Malta and Gozo we went. We arrived
at Malta International about 9-ish and after a lengthy debate
about whose credits cards we were using for the hire cars, we
were off to the hotel. Cpl Lee Mason soon found out what it is
like to drive in Malta, discovering that if you have your indicator
on it means you have right of way. Even if they are in the left
hand lane, turning right at a roundabout, as I soon found out.
What also made the driving exciting was that despite Capt Ben
Psailas wealth of local knowledge, not knowing your left from
your right will determine it you ever make it to your accn.
The diving throughout the week was good. It was reasonably
challenging and suitable for meeting the aim of the exped , which
was to give everyone more experience diving. We kept it all

interesting with a mixture of cave, wreck dives and more
importantly a couple of late starts. A few stars were appearing
through the week such as Cpl Morris and his ability to use a 12
litre cylinder of air in 10 sec. We also had W02 Elstob and his
fantastic impression of a Polaris missile, flying up 20m or so from
a wreck.
Two of the best dives by far were the El Faroud and the Santa
Maria caves. The El Faroud was a tanker purposely sunk for
diving. It was a clean 11 Om wreck i.e. everything was stripped on
it that could cause injury or entrapment to divers. The Santa
Maria Caves were very shallow around 1Om or so. There were
many exotic fish in there to feed and by the looks of them they
weren't going hungry. After the dive, I surfaced to see Sgt
Brown, Sgt Murphy and Cpl Wayte up on a cliff edge. After a
big 3, 2, 1, they jumped and made an excellent impression of
young birds falling out the nest. They hit the water with a thud
but this was soon followed by some nearly Yank style high fives
and hoots.
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201 SIGNAL SQUADRON
After the weeks diving we took the time to take some obligatory
R&R. We caught the rays on the beach and went out with our
crazy exped vests that we got from Maltaqua. Everyone had
developed their diving skills and had had an enjoyable time.
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THE BISMARCK CHALLENGE - by Lt Gardner

ARMY TRAINING PIRBRIGHT
ARMY

ARMY

THE ARMY STAFF LEADERSHIP SCHOOL - ATR PIRBRIGHT
- by SSgt Geordie Gough

The new school is the centre of excellence for instructors who
wish to serve in Phase 1 or Phase 2 establishments.

It's a strange feeling being back at a Trg Regt - recruits being
drilled round the roads calling out the timings, every one looks
identical like "clone troopers" in combat 95 or tracksuits and
sweat tops. Not being directly involved in Phase 1 Trg, you tend
to forget how hard job of changing civilians to soldiers can be.

The basic syllabus content is based around leadership in the trg
environment and the '5 x Is', which are as follows :

The instructors who take on this hefty task are required to work
long hard hours to ensure that Phase 2 trg receives the maximum
number of trainees at the required standard. Phase 2 instructors
then take the trainees and impart the knowledge and skill
required by the field army to produce a confident, robust and
motivated solider. To ensure continual development of instructors
and staff of trg regts, the Army Recruiting and Training
Development Staff Leadership School (ASLS) was established.
The ASLS School was completed by contractors on 18 April 07 at
ATR Pirbright. The new building was designed and purpose built
at a cost of £12M. It houses the amalgamated Initial Training
Group's Instructor School (ITGIS) and the Phase 2 Instructors
School (PTIS). Both schools moved from ATR Litchfield to form
the ASLS. The
school has a central
academic and admin
building named the
"Lord Hall", named
after the inspirational
RSM of Sandhurst
fame. The course
students are
accommodated in
"Victoria Block", a Z
type building with en
Lt Col Fensom outside the new ASLS
suite bathrooms.
The aim of the new school is to train the mil and civilian staff that
will have any contact with Phase 1 Recruits and Phase 2
Trainees. The roll of the ASLS is to provide the Army's focus for
developing the necessary trg ethos and equipping the instructors
and staff with the appropriate knowledge and skills to enable
them to unlock the potential of recruits and trainees.
The new school is headed by the former CO of 11 Sig Regt, Lt
Col MJ Fensom; the school is made up of 20 mil and 4 civilian
staff, who are tasked to train some 2000 instructors per annum.
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Improve. The continual progression and development of both
instructors and soldiers is the result of successful trg. Instructors
must continually be looking for ways to improve not only the
trainee, but the nature in which that trg is delivered.
Inspire. Instructors need to be able to motivate, encourage and
enthuse trainees. In order to do so, the instructor must know and
understand the soldiers they command.
Incentive. Explaining "why" we carry out a particular drill or
action allows a fuller understanding for the soldier. Providing
encouragement and rewarding success will in turn allow our
soldiers to achieve things far beyond those that they first thought
themselves capable.
Imagination. Being imaginative and inventive in the delivery of
trg will serve to aide the learning process and should seek to
make instruction relevant, challenging, memorable and where
appropriate, fun.
Individual Consideration. Although soldiers are required to be
trained to function as a team, they need to be regarded as
individuals in order to unlock potential and maximise
performance.
The formation of ASLS is a commitment to driving forward
change in trg methods throughout the Army. It demonstrates the
Army's commitment to invest in its instructors and to ensure that
recruits get the best possible trg and sp from talented and
professional leaders. The ASLS seeks to unlock the potential of
ARTD staff and trainers, change the culture of the Army's
instructional base to ensure we get the right balance between
preparation for op duties and the absolute need to treat our
young soldiers with due care.
Phase 1 and Phase 2 trg units are always recruiting new
instructors to fill the challenging but rewarding posts within there
establishments, if you thing you are of the high quality JNCO or
SNCO we are looking for the first step is to volunteer. Contact
your chain of command or RCMO for further information on
becoming a volunteer.

THE WIRE, AUGUST 2007

On Sunday 13 May 2007, The Bismarck Challenge which is a
14.1 mile multi-terrain race organised by 201 Sig Sqn, took place.
The race was open to 300+ runners from 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ &
Sig Regt, local German competitors, a small group of mountain
bikers and a handful of tabbers. With the challenge about to
commence, the QMSI , W02 Callum Fergusson and his PT staff
begin the aerobic workout to loosen people up and get them
ready. Many chose to take part in jumping around and warming
themselves up; others however went with the healthy option of
having a final smoke!
Bang! The gun goes off and they are all away - well apart from
the odd few who are still chatting away and then have to race to
catch up the rest of the pack. Around the field and out the gate
they go - the beginning of a long hard course.
With the race being battled out around the Bismarck it was time
for the children 's event to start, with one time around the field for
the 4 - 8 year olds and twice round for the 8 - 12 year olds.
Meanwhile, the competition was being fiercely fought out on the
hills; many were trying to keep up with the potential PTI Sig
Murray, who was setting an excellent pace for them all.
One runner, Sig 'Dog' Barker, recollected the following , "After I
had run past the first hill I had realised how much of a challenge
the race was going to be. The route was hilly until the 4 Y2 point,
it became a lot more intense. Before I could reach the 1O mile, I
had to overcome a large hill but after a well deserved water stop
at the top, there was a long decent back down the other side. It
was a slow painful slog into the finish, which was way back at
Wentworth pitches where I received a much deserved T-shirt and
a great place at the burger stand!"
The event was a real success, won by Lt Hugo Evans from 211
Sig Sqn, barely breathless, arriving in 1 hr 30 mins to take 1st
~lace closely followed by Maj Lee Keily, OC 201 Sig Sqn, who
finished in yet another record time crossing the line as always
with smile for the cheering crowd. Maj Keily was just the first of
many to let out that well earned sigh of relief. The first female, Lt
Laura Champion, came across the line with ease and In a
fantastic time, leading the way through the finish for the rest of
the runners.
The flow of runners through the fi nish was now at a continuous
pace, all with a relieved look on their faces . Others however
looked like the run had taken its toll out of them along the way.
Finishing the challenge on his bike, Sgt Pullen didn't have the
best time, having fallen off 3 times and being sick twice; he was
very happy to see the finish line. Others grasped at the bottles of
water that where being handed out, ready to wash down that
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exhausted body. YofS 'Mickey' Durrant crossed the line with,
how shall we say, a ghost like look across his face and was
handed some water and directed to the toilets just in case. One
by one, the runners came through with their proud family
members and friends all cheering and clapping for their final few
meters to the completion of the gruelling course.
After everyone had completed the race, there was Bratties and
Beer to finish off a splendid day for all!
BA(G)/CORPS OSC - by Lt Macintyre
With the Army shooting season kicking off in early April, the Regt
set about gathering the waifs and strays that they would need to
craft together the well oiled machine that is the Regtl Shooting
Team. Late one Wednesday evening in April they got together,
bleary eyed, and were packed into the mini bus to begin over 2
weeks of competition shooting at both the Corps OSC in Pirbright
camp and the BA(G) SAAM in Sennelager.
After hundreds of miles and countless DVDs, they arrived in
Calais and were asked in an alarming Allo' Allo' styled accent:
"Do you 'ave any animals, cheeses or fireworks?" After a quick
look around the cab it was established that they didn't. Cpl
Nunns mentioned they did have 12 semi-automatic rifles, 4 long
range sp wpns and 3 pistols, but the guard laughed and waved
them through.
Over the next week, as the crowds gathered and some of our
individuals had some excellent shoots, alas, as a team they
missed out.
HRH The Princess Royal even came along to witness the team
on a 'Snap Shoot' and listen to Lt Macintyre wail out some
massively unneeded Fire Control Orders. On 200m ranges,
there's very little to shout aside from "200 Meters, Enemy Front!"
but when you're told to shout for HRH, you shout.
The team put in a sterling effort in the pistol falling plate and
managed to beat some highly seeded teams, only to be put out
in the quarter-finals. In fact the pistol seemed to be the team 's
weapon of choice, as they managed to come in the top 5 in the
competition, with Cpl Powell finishing in the top 15 of the whole
table. Unfortunately a lack of experience meant that this was
going to be the best results that we could hope for in this
particular competition .. .but 21 Sigs better watch out for next
year.
The following week, after the excruciating drive home, the team
showed that they had gained a lot of much needed experience
from the Corps OSC and really raised their game at the BA(G)
SAAM. Though stumbling at a few hurdles, the team managed to
finish in the top 10 and narrowly missed out taking home some
silver in the falling plate, as they were put out of the competition
by the overall winners in an agonizingly close semi-final.
With everything the team learned and young shots like Sig Fyfe,
it is clear that next season 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt can
play in the premier league that is the Corps OSC. So until next
year ...
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EXERCISE PREMIER ROSE- 211 SIGNAL SQUADRON
BATTLEFIELD STUDY - by Cpl Hole
On 27 March 2007, the seniors and cpls of 211 Sig Sqn
embarked on a study of the 1759 Battle of Minden. The
Battlefield Study was conducted by Col I G Standen who had
kindly agreed to take time out of his busy schedule as COS, HQ
SOinC(A) to spend some time in Germany with the Sqn.

both clear and secure voice on HF and VHF but all the trg
ensured we were more than capable of solving the problems and
getting the comms working.

KABUL SUPPORT UNIT
After a long day of fixing and testing the comms network, there
was light at the end of the tunnel with just the UCDs to check
and with confusion dispersing, we were in and working - job well
done lads.

After an introductory bnef from Col Standen in the Regt Trg
Wing, we set off in 3 minibuses to Minden and the surrounding
area to conduct our tour of the battlefield, armed with our briefing
packs, schematics and maps of the area.

By Day 4, there was light at the end of the tunnel as far a comms
were concerned, but the build of the BFOT loomed on the
horizon. With a lot of smiles it went up pretty quickly. The vehs
then limped into position, with a few dragged into place by the
LAD. The next stage was power and lighting, then filling the gym
with the dismounted kit to form the 'Gold Wrap' element.

As we arrived at the first stand and Col Standen began his brief,
it soon became clear that life as a soldier in 1759 wasn't too
different from what we experience nowadays; the poorly
equipped and badly paid soldiers who live on poor food seemed
much the same as us!

The last stage was the build of the LAS with fibre optic cabling,
with a detailed brief, the Tp cracked on and got it all sorted.
Then the excitable 'titivation' stage was completed before we
were ready to receive the staff.

As the day progressed, Col Standen continued his briefings at
each of the 8 stands, tracking the progress of the battle and
bringing events to life. It became clear that whilst the tactics we
use today are very different to those used in 1759, the military
effects the comds tried to achieve were similar to what our
comds try to achieve in the modern day.
Throughout the day, some senior members of the Sqn showed off
skills that the juniors didn't know that they possessed; especially
SSgt Giddens, who was asked if he could locate our position on
a map at each location and repeatedly gave a grid reference only
to be told he was wrong. He did however have his moment of
glory at the last stand when eventually managed to get the grid
reference correct and he spent the rest of the time at the stand
listening to Col Standen with a look of immense pride on his
face!
The tour ended in Minden at the Battle of Minden Memorial,
where Col Standen summed up his well prepared briefings and
Maj Oliver (in true OC style) said a few words, relating the events
of 1759 to our current doctrine. It was then time to head into the
cerrtre of Minden to the 'Efes' restaurant for a meal (and a few
beers) whilst discussing the lessons learnt that day.
As a whole we all learned a great deal about a battle that very
few of us had heard of, let alone know much about. All of the
Sqn would like to thank Col Standen for his time and effort.
212 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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BPX - by Sig Harmer
The first BPX for the Regt took place with the brand new
Bowman fits, under the watchful eye of the Regtl FofS. 212 Sig
Sqn had a small number of vehs back from Ashchurch, so the
build was relatively small and slightly empty!
The new plan for the Div HQ was causing quite a bit of confusion
on the ground , trying to figure out what the 'Gold Wrap' bit was
and how is fitted with the 'Silver' concept, while being totally
different from the old Main and Step Up concept. Comd Tp
produced an impressive 4 vehs with the remainder provided by
211 Sig Sqn on loan for the Div Staff to see their tac armd HQ.
The vehs parked up on the square and the comms began to be
initialised. The geek squad made up of Cpl Ian Muirhead, LCpl
Dan Ascott and LCpl Chris Lord worked over time to ensure
that the plan went into action. Problems were encountered with
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The geek squad came to the rescue once more on the following
day when problems were encountered in setting up the BUDTs
and SUDTs.

Finally we were finished, the staff arrived had a quick look, made
some minor amendments and left just as quickly.
In 2 weeks of hard work, we figured it all out and it was a
success. We finished everything off with a BBQ, a few beers and
we look forward to the following week's ex in Sennelager. All in
all a very hard PACEX, but with a massive learning curve resulting
in extremely worthwhile time spent.
HQ SQUADRON
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TM TROOP UPDATE - by LCpl Firth
Lots of personality changes within TM Tp over the last couple of
months, with 8 new arrivals and 2 people leaving us. TM Tp
would like to welcome LCpls Firth, Newman, Whitnall, Smith,
Hilton, Thomson and Baker, and Sig Brown - to a man shiny
fresh examples of the best that RSS can provide! TM Tp would
also like to welcome our new foreman , W01(FofS) Clapham,
who replaced the old foreman W01 (FofS) 'Tosh' Leyland. The
new 'Daddy FofS' is settling in nicely, although he doesn't talk as
much as FofS Leyland did (nobody talks as much as him
anyway)! W02(Supvr IS) Kieran Jukes has also just arrived,
replacing W02 Nicky Coombs - now that girl can talk!
The Tp passes on their best regards to all the lads who deployed
to Iraq with 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn - make sure you come
home safe boys.
Over the past few weeks, many members of TM Tp were lucky
enough to attend the basic freefall parachuting course at the
Joint Service Parachuting Centre (JSPC) in Bad Lippspringe.
Brave hearted, all round tough guy LCpl Whitnall was devastated
he was unable to attend the course because he was 'too busy'
and there was absolutely no way he could avoid filling out a leave
pass, so he would conveniently miss the course. Sig Brown did
however attend, and as he was so eagerly awaiting his cadre
course, he decided not to land on the DZ but instead to land
directly on the ranges.
There is however some talent within the Tp, Cpl Gibson has
recently been selected to represent the Corps at golf;
congratulations go to him. Congratulations also to SSgt Francis
on the birth of her son, Stan, all the best from everyone in TM Tp.
We would also like to wish the best of luck to Cpl Downer who
has left the Tp for the Royal School of Signals to complete his
Class 1.
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The Kabul Support Group was formed on 4 May 07 and consists
of the Kabul Support Unit (KSU) from 2 Sig Regt and the Kabul
Patrol Coy (KPC) from 23 Pioneer Regt.
The CO was given the task of providing a single C2 focus for UK
pers in Kabul and Northern Afghanistan, along with ascertaining
who and where everyone was, so situational awareness could be
passed on. After an initial JOGS failure and the loss of all data,
the nickname of 'Bill Gates' was quickly given to the CO, soon
followed by 'Swan Vesta ', after a day on the ranges and a rather
red head. Lt Col Keates is often seen out and about visiting the
British Embassy, obviously working on his diplomacy. Direction
has been given to the KSU QM, Maj Angus Palmer, to produce
an SOR for a golf practice area and not just a bunker.
QM DEPARTMENT KABUL SUPPORT UNIT

After a busy first few months of the tour under the close
surveillance of Maj 'Mowgli' Drew and ROMS Tobbell, the Dept
thought it was time to relax a little and even contemplate having
the odd afternoon off! Then in comes the new bloke, Maj Angus
Palmer, who had new ideas about how he wanted the stores yes, it all got done his way. So after that morale boost, the lads
just got on with it and got the job done.
With most people now enjoying a bit of well earned R&R, it was
good to see Cpl 'Rocky' Carter coming back with a gleaming
smile upon his face after finally seeing his daughter Abi, who was
born only a month before he deployed. Meanwhile Sig 'Potter
Flanagan is still on the phone 24/7 to his girlfriend, as this is his
first tour. Sig 'Beaker' Mason and Sig 'Mirror Man' Harris are
trg in the gym every night without fail. We think they are planning
to compete in the next Mr Universe competition. Talking of gym
queens (basically the whole dept), LCpl 'The Drill' Keay, who is
our attachment from 1RRF is starting to "get massive", or at least
he seems to think sol
We say a hello to our newest arrival Cpl Hill who is also attached
to us from 9/12th Lancers, a storeman by trade, so hopefully he
will be able to sort the majority of the stores accounts out.

MT
The past few months have being very busy in the MT, and the
dept is like a mini transport depot attracting all sorts of requests
and tasks from WIP visits (2 star and above) which are
happening 2 to 3 times a week, to transporting pers to the ranges
to conduct their monthly In-Theatre zeroing.
The MT is made up of a wily bunch of characters from all walks
of life: W02 (MTWO) Daz Roberts, who will not give up his cross
swords even at the his ripe old age, Cpl 'Geordie' Soppitt , Cpls
Billy Davison, Paul Lindsay and Jon Dunwoody, LCpls Flint,
Lomax and Reeves and not forgetting LBdr Tyson and Pte
King.
The MT was recently visited by member of the Regtl rear, Maj
Jackson (RAO), Capt Kelly (MTO), Capt Lowe (RCMO) and Capt
Reid (OC LAD). Capt Kelly was sorry to leave his beloved MT
behind after his visit, but the lads made sure that he had fond
memories and something to remember them by. We have just
taken delivery of the new Vector, which is being used as a
deterrent in the ever increasing threat of IED.

THE WIRE, AUGUST 2007

214 SIGNAL SQUADRON - REGIONAL COMMAND (SOUTH)
SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj MF Graham
W02(SSM) CM Ogg

The Sqn deployed to Kandahar and Regional Command (South)
(RC(S)) in mid April, taking over as the RC(S) HQ & Sig Sqn from
the Dutch on 25 April 2007, for what we thought was to be a 9
month tour. To a huge sigh of relief from all concerned, that
possibility has now evaporated with 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn being
warned to take over from us in October. Life has been frantic
since we arrived; although it is slowly calming down now that we
have got to grips with being an HQ & Sig Sqn rather than simply
our usual role providing strat comms. Responsibility for life sp
has been a culture change for the Sqn and being accountable for
the delivery of ICS, over which we have little control, is certainly
challenging. Through the efforts of everyone and in particular the
soldiers at the coal face dealing with the staff's problems and
"good ideas" daily, the tour is going exceptionally well, with the
troops winning trust and praise for their hard work, expertise and
cheerfulness.
KANDAHAR AIRFIELD TROOP
Kandahar Airfield (KAF) Tp provides, amongst other things, the
HQ RC(S) Service Desk which looks after all ICS in the HQ and
most of the NATO services across the whole of KAF.
We receive many common faults, a common one is from staff
officers who begin with a short rant about their worries, which
leads us to discover that the actual problem is that they have
forgotten their password . We also get some quite amusing and
unusual faults; for instance a user who couldn't find where to put
his USB stick.
The HQ Staff in RC(S) seem very happy with our help, even
bringing us the odd doughnut as a thank you! But among the
many hours of hard work we put in, we always seem to find time
for some extra curricular activities. It can be sport, a recent battle
of volleyball left SSgt Pete Mason quite unhappy at our
performance (Competitive Dad!). It might be a quick game of
hide and seek with what seems to be our Tp mascot (a
leprechaun by the name of Shamus), though Lt 'Joey' Copeland
would probably prefer him to be left alone instead of tortured, or
perhaps a game of 'where's the hat gone?' The normal hiding
place seems to be inside a block of ice in the freezer - thanks to
whoever thought of that. There's never a dull moment here in
Kandahar.
The recent birthday of 'Q' Murphy inspired us to have a surprise
BBQ, which to everyone's delight, meant that they could get
stuck into making fire. Some of us came out of the experience
quite a nice shade of black!
The Tp also provides the Line Team for the HQ and again most of
KAF. Sgt Pete 'Ebay' Richards (attached from 30 Sig Regt), Cpl
Alfie Garnett and Sigs Alfie Moon, Leon Hill and Grant have
been kept out of mischief by doing what the British do best changing everything that the previous regime left behind - which
was made all the easier by the NATO Sig Bn turning off all the
switches when they left!
On the other hand, as busy as we have been, Sgt Richards, has
still found time to improve his kitchen with an ice and smoothie
maker - impressive! Cpl Garnett has been preoccupied trying to
domesticate the team with cleaning sessions, followed by white
glove inspections - god forbid that he should find dust in a
desert! The main battle for Sig Moon is getting out of bed in the
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morning - once he has achieved this tremendous feat, he feels
iust about ready for bed.
DEPLOYABLE TROOP
Deployable Tp has now firmly established itself in Kandahar,
although various members (16 to be exact) decided that they
would rather go to some other holiday resorts in the region! Life
has been busy, enjoying the pleasures of an air-conditioned
office. Life on the Sig Sp Teams deployed across RC(S) to the
UK Task Force HQ at Lashkah Gah, Camp BASTION and with the
Dutch in Tarin Kowtm and the US ana Romanians in Oalat has
been full of excitement. .
BASTION has been in the grip of celebrity fever with Ross Kemp
making an appearance. Cpl 'Tug' Bentley saddled up to get his
photo taken with the star; the only problem is that nobody can tell
who is who! They are also keeping themselves very fit as their
furthest comms site is a mile away and the only tpt they have is
the Mk1 foot.
At Qalat, Cpl 'General' Glennard has had a bit of a "fiery"
disagreement with some local builders. LCpl Creed has
continued to get involved with the US Field Surgery Team, helping
to save lives. The fact that there are some nice nurses has
nothing to do with it.
Back at Kandahar, the Forward Repair Team (FRT) has been busy
fixing antennas and aerials. LCpl Phil Littlehales and Sig
Dwayne Doherty spent a couple of weeks at Camp SHORABAK
fjust next door to BASTION) where they helped install a complete
new NATO ICS system. They assured us that the food was the
best in all Afghanistan, and as they look a little bit rounder than
when they left, nobody disbelieves them. On the subject of food,
Sgt Stevie Armstrong was tasked with organising a hugely
successful BBQ for the whole HQ. Despite doing most of the
cooking himself, he is not to blame for the few people who felt
slightly poorly the next day.
The Comd's Tac Team hasn't been seen, mainly because they
have been acquiring parts for their FOB. Sgt Jim 'OCD'
McGrory has become a master in salvage and now his 'empire'
is taking stock. When they are not busy with salvage they often
deploy out to provide comms for the Force Protection Platoon
and the Comd, Maj Gen 'Jacko' Page, having gone to see Kajaki
Dam, Sangin, downtown Kandahar and many other places.
HQ SUPPORT TROOP
As this edition of The Wire goes to press, HQ Sp Tp continues
boldly in its 6 month mission to provide life sp to HQ RC(S).
Already famous Corps wide for our antics with the HQ Staff's
laundry, we will endeavour to find a solution to any issue the staff
might have, imagined or otherwise. We will support them
whatever the request:: new bedside lamps, exchange of lumpy
mattresses, supplying Coke (although definitely not Pepsi) - we
aim to please!
The Tp is split into 3 teams of 5 soldiers, commanded by LCpls
Tom Whitehead, 'Scouse' Ryan and ' Lobster' Johnson with
overall comd of the Tp provided by SSgt 'Smiler' Ulley and Lt
Gray. Each team comd is providing leadership to the troops in
his own, special style whilst attempting to frustrate and avoid
carrying out any of the specified tasks allocated to them!
The last few weeks have seen a decline from the frantic pace of
the initial month of the deployment and now life has become a
much more steady routine of being asked to move puddles and
supply just about everything for 'The General' (a mythical figure
known as •Jacko" who eats Lt Cols for breakfast and can deflect
bullets merely with his withering gaze). .
The lads have been great in keeping up both their professionalism
and morale, with Sig 'Giraffe' Knight deserving a special
mention, combining those two key qualities by denying the
outgoing Comd, Maj Gen van Loon, access to his own HQ!
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Others within the Tp have managed to secure themselves part
time work in other fields. Sig King who was kindly volunteered
by the RC(S) RSM , W01 'Tiny' Hunt to spend his free time
designing and painting murals (for The General). Maybe we'll
even see the legendary HQ Sp Tp enshrined forever as a work of
art, who knows?
A final mention must go to the SQMS, SSgt Al Pearson and Sig
Jimmy Regan for their efforts in the KAF Half Marathon,
organised by the Canadians. 14 miles running around KAF airfield
is no mean feat and both did especially well, with the SQMS
placing 3rd out of a field of approximately 70 hardcore runners
and Sig Regan placing 25th. The next Half Marathon is due for
21 June and already the SQMS Dept has signed up another keen
runner in the shape of Sig 'Dobbo' Dobson, who will no doubt
prove to be just as whippet-like.
The Tp is in good heart and morale is high - we are HQ Sp Tp
and We Sustain!
219 SIGNAL SQUADRON - HELMAND ICS SIGNAL
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CAMP BASTION ICS SIGNAL TROOP (FALCON)
Camp Bastion is by far the largest site in the ICS Sig Sqn AOR
and the Tp has taken on the considerable challenge with a will.
Our deployment has straddled the HERRICK 5 and 6
Replacement in Place, so we've supported both the Marines and
12 Mech Bde, with associated RAF, Engineer and Logistics
elements, not to mention the Danes, Jordanians, Estonians,
Dutch and Americans.
The Tp has also contributed to the support of the Operational
Liaison and Mentoring Team (OMLT) in Camp Tombstone and
helped surge strat comms to FOB Robinson. Camp Tombstone
is situated next to Bastion and is the phase 2 trg camp for the
Afghan National Army (ANA), whereas COP Robinson is an Ary
post in the lower Sangin Valley. Both locations offer their own
challenges and comms issues but do allow a welcome change of
scene from Camp Bastion.

southern Helmand to monitor radio frequencies. He seemed to
thoroughly enjoy the experience and came back unshaven and
stinking of his travels. The Tp Comd, Lt Simon Gray and Cpl
Greg Morton have also donned their body armour for a foot
patrol into Lashkar Gah town, the provincial capital of Helmand
Province. They carried out a recce to establish a comms link to
the Joint Police Co-operation Cell and helped to fix the dial-up
JOGS facility.
FORWARD OPERATING BASE PRICE ICS SIGNAL TROOP
(EAGLE)
Currently the smallest of all the Helmand ICS Sig Sqn sites, FOB
Price ICS Sig Tp has seen a great deal of change during the first
3 months of our tour. We have waved goodbye to the Royal
Marines of J Coy, 42 Cdo, and in place seen the arrival of B Coy,
1 WFR followed closely by the arrival of the1 WFR BG HQ. The
camp has doubled from a small Company Operating Base (COB),
to a busy staging post for ops in the Lower Sangin Valley and the
focus for ops in central Helmand.
The arrival of the 1 WFR BG HQ, and 12 Mech Bde Tac HQ,
meant some quick thinking and hasty planning for the ICS Sig Tp
in order to more than double the comms provision in the camp.
After just 2 long days and much hard work by all members of the
Tp, we successfully moved the B Coy Ops Room, installed the
BG HQ and established Bde Tac.
The work doesn't stop there, the Tp are going to be just as busy
for the remainder of our tour, with a significant number of comms
projects just around the corner. The arrival of Spectre 5, Project
Overtask, RLI drop 2 and the JOGS upgrade project are all due to
be rolled out prior to the Replacement in Place with 30 Sig Regt
mid-August.
It hasn't all been comms. Gereshk hosted a Jirga early in May,
which saw key personalities from across Helmand meet with
troops from 12 Mech Bde, organised by 1 WFR BG, and based
out of FOB Price. Cpl Hindson and Sig Messenger found
themselves as Veh Comd and Top Cover for one of the convoys
moving from the camp into Gereshk town. It was a great
opportunity to get involved with the high profile op, and a chance
for the guys to see what life is like outside the camp.

pleased with our reliable and professional comms capability
delivered during the whole period of the ex. Looking forward to
Ex EAGLES EYE in July, we arrived back in York on Thursday
night, tired but pleased with a very successful ex.
OPERATION VERITAS
Located at the Southern tip of Tampa Bay, MacDill Air Force Base
is the proud home to US Central Command. This is a colossal HQ
aimed at providing sp to a multitude of coalition forces in the
CENTCOM area. Within this op is 2 Sig Regt's role to provide
CIS sp to the Senior British Military Advisor - currently a 2 star
Gen - through a small yet well established Sigs Det.
Within the HQ, the pace of work is fast, the Staff Officers are
demanding and the multinational presence brings a worldly feel to
this bustling environment. Although small in size the breadth of
liaison between Staff, various imbedded cells and our
predominately US J6 counterparts ensures that our det is always
kept on its toes. Our US hosts are incredibly hospitable; they
have encouraged our participation in social functions on base,
provided 'coalition' hospitality at the local carnival - Gasparilla and often handout free tickets to the local baseball, football and
'Soccer Games'.
Outside CENTCOM, the ' Florida' way of life is ready to be
absorbed by all. The shift rotation allows 3 days in every 9 to be
spent at your own leisure. Small elements spend their free time
lazing around the pool/beach - basking in the orange sun; some
pacing the shopping mall aisles - spending all their SMA, and
most taking part in the weekly - dark blue, tri-service organised
'run ashore'! More recently though a growing minority have taken
to the winding, alligator infested creeks. You can take a journey
on a canoe exploring the nooks and crannies in search of the odd
alligator and even the elusive cormorant. Besides these activities
various members of the Det have managed to arrange offshore
fishing trips, play rugby for the local team, SCUBA dive and even
do a spot of horse riding.
Op VERITAS has proved so far to be an excellent tour. One
experiences the fast paced activity of a 2 star Gen's HQ, the
multinational feel of work.ing with 54 nations in one building and
the opportunity to make the most of living in a temperate climate
for 6 months.

246 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON
The sheer size of Bastion is matched by its propensity to grow.
In what is becoming the largest British expeditionary camp since
Korea, the site is ever expanding and is basically a town in the
middle of the desert, home to 3,000 people (a full thousand more
than when we arrived 3 months ago). An empty patch of desert
is magically transformed into living accn for 400 people in the
space of a week, whilst nearby, the same wand is waved to
create a 2nd line LAD, with all the comms requ irements that these
require.
Before the end of our tour, Bastion will undergo massive changes
in both an ICS and infrastructure sense, with the completion of a
longer runway and Bastion II. Bastion II will host an Armd BG(-)
and the longer runway will enable larger aircraft to land at the
site. In terms of comms, it will mean a massive surge of Dll
(Deployed) and NATO IT systems. As such , both we and our
successors will be extremely busy for the duration.
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EXERCISE EAGLES SONG - by Cpl Manoj Limbu
Kowloon Tp has had a busy schedule since it took over a joint
role of Spearhead Land Element (SLE) and Airborne Task Force
(ABTF). Straight after the following week of TI3 uplift (Cormorant
software upgrade) of CLASp (Cormorant Detachment) and Talon
(Satellite bearer detachment) we packed for Ex EAGLES SONG
with 216 Para Sig Sqn in support of 16 Air Asslt Bde.
On Monday 7 May 07, members of SLE from Kowloon Tp
deployed to Standford Trg Area (STANTA) on Ex EAGLES SONG
for 2 weeks. The journey of our convoy to Wretham camp at
STANTA in Norfolk lead by Tp OC, Lt (QGO) Ganesh went
smoothly without any hitch.

LASHKAR GAH ICS SIGNAL TROOP (PHOENIX)
It was a wet start to April for the Lashkar Gah ICS Sig Tp, as the
'great flood' saw most of the lads waking up in a flooded tent,
after a freak storm hit the normally dusty camp. Nowhere on the
small camp escaped the water, including the Comcen, which was
overrun with a watery brown sludge. The night shift was kept
busy in the basement bailing out with whatever they could find.
However, everyone mucked in and after 3 days of drying out the
Tp was back up and running.
The Tp has been asked to complete a number of tasks in other
parts of Helmand. LCpl Clarke completed an 8-day tour of
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Ex EAGLES SONG was 16 Air Asslt Bde's Bowman System trials
ex and our role was to provide SATCOM connectivity between
Bde Main HQ and UK Node Oakhanger.
The first week of the ex saw few events like Ptarmigan Satellite
Bridge trials over our Talon link and our own preparations for the
main event. There was also a sports afternoon on Saturday
organised by 216 Para Sig Sqn followed by a BBQ.
The main ex began on Week 2, after the staff officers arrived at
the location. The Bde Main HQ was set up inside a hanger in
Thorpe Camp. OC 216 Sig Sqn, Maj Anderton-Brown was very
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VISIT TO THE HOUSES OF PARLIAMENT
- by Sig Bidan Gurung
On 9 May 07, 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn per had a great opportunity to
visit The Houses of Parliament, which has always been a symbol
of power and authority. I was very enthralled by the idea of going
so, I volunteered enthusiastically to be in the visiting group. It all
started in the very early morning on the day which was led and
organised by Sgt Sim Chochangi.
We reached London earlier than the expected time, so we
explored the areas close to the Palace of Westminster. We fed our
eyes with a view of London Eye, the River Thames, Whitehall and
the Gurkha Memorial. The visit started after being through all
security checks. Firstly we were introduced to the tour guide, who
was also an interesting person who had served with Gurkhas (10
GR).
The visit began with the history of the Palace. The guide told us
how it was transformed into The Houses of Parliament and what
important events it had witnessed. The main Westminster Hall
was once used as a law court and has held several notable trials,
including that of Sir William Wallace, King Charles I and the
Gunpowder Plot conspirators. Altogether we can say that it has a
great history and it has seen a lot more than we can imagine.
Later the guide showed us The House of Commons, The House
of Lords and the throne of the Queen. The guide also gave us a
brief explanation on the formation of the present Parliament, how
it works, the two Houses and the Queen's role. The three powers
always work with each other and keep the balance equal
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between them. The tour finally ended with a glimpse of MPs
coming out from The House of Common. where they had
.
attended the Prime Minister's last question time. Although we did
not see Tony Blair in action, we still felt some of the heat of
leaders in action. I enjoyed this tour a lot, full of education,
history and pclitics. I am very thankful to Sgt Sim and 246
Gurkha Sig Sqn for organising such <\ great educational visit and
hope we will have more visits like this in the future.
SUPPORT SQUADRON (REAR)
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QM DEPARTMENT - by SSgt(SQMS) Parr
With all but a skeleton crew remaining in barracks as rear party,
the Sqn has been stripped bare in sp of Op HERRICK. You would
think as rear party, life would become a little quieter while the
remainder of the dept sunned themselves miles from home ...
wrong! Commitments within the Unit have continued thick and
fast, with the QM Dept at the brunt of everything.
Once the deployment to Afghan istan had taken place at the
beginning of the year, the main effort as far as the rear party was
concerned, came in the form of the Cormorant TT.3 Uplift driven
by Regt Ops and 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn. The QM Dept involvement
was immense, with Cpl Brock s Brocklesby heading up
everything Cormorant. Since then a Board of Officers has been
carried out on completion of the uplift and the consolidation
process has begun with the watchful eye of Sgt Tara Turner
overseeing matters on her return from maternity leave, having
recently given birth to her and husband Rob's first child, Ethan.
Welcome back, Tara!
Other tasks within the Dept have come in the form of the arrival
of Bowman, with a small amount of veh within the Regt arriving
off the Ashchurch production line as this is written. The back
loading of Clansman is another major task to be achieved before
the Regt arrives back in late August.
As well as the normal 'run-of-the-mill' activities, support to 214
Sig Sqn came in the form of ensuring their Pre-Deployment
Training (PDT) in March was carried out prior to their deployment
and likewise we now turn our attention to 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn
PDT to take place at Barry Budden in September.
Other members of the rear party are LCpl Tom Boulton and Sig
Robbo Robinson. They continue to work flat out under the
direction of Acting QM(T)/QM(A)/RQMS(T)/RQMS(A) SSgt Jon
Parr who continues to juggle tasks, maintaining an ethic which
remains one of "work hard, play hard".
New arrivals Sig Stu Clarke and Sig Goz Gosbee, straight
from the factory and straight onto their Driving Trg Courses at
Leconfield. Welcome both of you! Also arriving, a former
member of the Regt, Steve Howard, who comes back into
the Dept he once was a part of, only this time as a mister!
Welcome Steve.

EXERCISE WHITE ROSE - by Cpl Scott Nairn
The big event recently has bee~ the .~T's participation in Ex
WHITE ROSE, which was a 2 Div Driving and Nav1gat1on event
open to 2 man teams from all 3 s~rvices. 2 Sig Regt's .so called
rally team which consisted of Navigator, Cpl Scott N~1rn and
Driver, Sig Tom Simpson entered Ex W~ITE ROSE with no clue
as to what was about to happen. On arrival at Doncaster TA
Centre, we were given our road book and route in the form of
lines on a bit of paper but after sneakily watching the other teams
mark their route on their maps we realised we would be able to
cuff our way through the competition.
At the scatter phase, we began driving gingerly, but 5 mins in and
after several 'Rovers' raced past us with 4 wheels off the ground
we realised we would have to get our skates on. Sadly this never
happened and we were well down in the places at the first hurdle.
During the road phase of the navigation ex we managed to
correct our mistakes from the first stage and quickly made our
way up in the rankings, despite getting stuck once we were quite
pleased with our progress. Sig Simpson still says to this day that
a bush jumped out at him but seeing as no damage was done we
will believe his assumption about the bush.
After 5 long hours of navigating and driving and a very dirty Land
Rover, a great time was had by the team and to our surprise we
managed to get 4th place in our group of 22 teams in the
beginners category.
LAD
OC
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Capt B Reid
W01 Deakin

THE LAD COMPETE IN EXERCISE NORTHERN BLUEBELL 2 3 JUNE 07
Ex NORTHERN BLUEBELL aims to provide Special to Arms
REME trg in order to confirm the ES capability of 2 Div REME
units. The competition is held annually at Warcop Trg Area in
Cumbria and this year saw 20 teams of regular and TA units
competing. It is run as a competition of 8 stands, which are
incorporated into a tactical scenario during the 2-day ex. The
overall theme of the ex is designed to test the REME tradesman's
job under op pressure, concentrating specifically on the technical
and mil skills of the sect and also the individual.
This year 2 Sig Regt LAD won the Sect Battle Drills stand - which
included the Asslt Course - and came 2nd in the March and
Shoot and Automotive Repair stands. These excellent results
combined with having been placed well in the remaining stands
resulted in the LAD winning the trophy for the Best Regular Unit.

3rd (UNITED KINGDOM) DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col AG Hill
W01 Eastman

THE REGIMENT WELCOMES A NEW RSM
After a highly successful tour with the Regt, W01 (RSM) Matt
Wakeling handed over the pace stick to W01(RSM) Matt
Eastman, prior to being speeded off to the Officers' Mess by the
CO for his Commissioning Breakfast. Capt Wakeling leaves the
Regt to move to 7 Sig Regt as Families Officer.
EXERCISE IRON TRIBUTE 07 - by Sgt Drew McMahon
On the evening of Sunday 3 June, we arrived at Portsmouth
armed with €260 and made for the Ferry's 'snack' bar. Once
sufficiently re-hydrated and snacked, obviously, a brief shut-eye
was available in the form of a cabin bed. At 0615hrs, the ferry
reached Caen on the Normandy coast and a wide eyed SSM
Harrison was waiting to meet us and show us to our accn in the
form of rooms in Caen University. Monday was planned as a
Battlefield Tour of Pegasus Bridge, Sword Beach , Arromanches
and Bayeux. A little high from the initial idea of escaping from
Bulford, these tours brought us all back down to earth, as to why
we were really here - to give thanks and to honour those from 3rd
Inf Div (Monty's Ironsides), who had laid down their own lives for
the generations to follow.
In total, we took part in 7 parades, 2 parades at Chateau du Cal;
the second finishing with a march through the main High Street.
Marching to the music played by the Band of the Corps of the
Royal Engineers and with the local residents clapping us on , filled
each of us with pride from forage cap to ammo boots, studs
included. The following parades were at Sannerville, the first
being part of an MBE presentation ceremony, the second at the
Sannerville Memorial. From here to Sword Beach and afterwards
the squad marched the 2km to Hermanville (Parade 6) for a short
Service within the cemetery and then to the Town Hall for
refreshments. That night the CO, Lt Col Hill, enforced a period of
R&R which took place in such places as The Irish Bar and The
London Bar and then for the stronger amongst us 'Le Chiq'
(though it was widely acknowledged that no-one partied harder
that the Veterans themselves). Ask no more!
Being amongst the Veterans and hearing their stories really
opened our eyes to how big a part the Royal Signals played in
the Normandy Landings and ultimately WW2 . Speaking for
everyone, I think I can safely say the whole experience will stay
with me forever, and if the occasion arose again, I would jump at
the chance to bear the flag and flash for 3 (U K) Div in Normandy.

In summary, it has been, and continues to be, a very busy
period but a thoroughly enjoyable one. We look forward to the
safe return of all our pers from tour in August.
THE MIGHTY MT!

274

The deployment of 202 (Armd) Sig Sqn on Ex RED TRICORN 07
was eagerly anticipated by all members, as the Sqn prepared to
put into practice all the trg conducted on previous build up exs.
The Sqn was more than a match for any of the anticipated
disruptions from the White Horse insurgents!
The first 2 weeks consolidated previous trg and incorporated the
armour conducting night time moves. This allowed the Sqn ample
opportunity to re-affirm its position as the lead HQ's provider.
The Regtl phase provided a challenging operating environment in
which 202 were more than up to the challenges. During the first
encounter, the convoy came under small arms fire following an
IED and under the comd of 2Lt Rhyd Harris, activated their slick
anti-ambush drills in response.
Following a period of providing a static, robust and resilient
forward HQ, the Sqn were to encounter the White Horse
insurgents once again on a night move to Westdown Plantation.
This would prove to be a significant contact and would test the
ability of the Sqn to a greater extent than the constant threat of
small arms and mortar fire. On securing the new HQ location, the
Reece party came under sustained mortar fire, from which they
extracted and led the rest of the convoy to the ERV at Rollestone
Camp. It was here that the Sqn came under further small arms
fire, which resulted in the clearance patrols under the comd of
Cpl Jordan and LCpl Perry closing with and killing the
insurgents.
In conclusion, the ex provided the Sqn with good trg value (and
journalism experience for Cpl Graham). The Sqn look forward to
the challenges of the forthcoming months in anticipation of Ex
IRON TRIANGLE in Autumn 07.
REGIMENTAL FOOTBALL - ARMY CUP FINAL
- by Capt Richie Bell

The early rounds of the Army Cup, although by no means easy
fixtures, slipped by without disaster and on 26 April, 3 Div HQ &
Sig Regt found themselves lined up in the Aldershot Military
Stadium opposite 5 Scots (Argyle and Sutherland Highlanders).
The Skipper, Sgt John St ephenson did the introductions to the
visiting dignitaries, which included the FA Cup Final Referee,
Steve Bennett and the game got underway. The first half was a
scrappy affair with even Army Football veterans like $Sgt Dean
Boughen, Cpl Alan Jordan and W02 Pete Tagg struggling to
contain their nerves.
Chances were few and far between, and despite having a
fair amount of possession, the pace and energy of players
like LCpl Danny Daniels and LCpl Jay Bates seemed to
be misfiring. It remained 0 - 0 at half time with the Sig Jay
Patmore not being required to make a save of any note.
A clear and unmistakeable half-time team talk in our
changing room seemed to have the right effect. After 20
mins some loose play a half clearance saw the ball land at
the feet of Pete Tagg who took a touch to control and
hammered a 25 yard left footed strike into the top corner.
His delight however proved to be his undoing, as during
his exuberant celebrations he tore his hamstring and had
to be substituted.

We say farewell to Mrs Rachel Hayes who starts a new job
closer to home. Farewell and best wishes for the future.

The hardest working Tp in the Regt have kept on " Rockin"
with a raft of details to and from Brize Norton as well as
preparing veh for CHE and the draw down to Unit Holdings as
part of Whole Fleet Management (WFM). The MT were
relieved to get rid of the MTO, Capt Kelly, for a week while he
visited MT Forward in Kabul to see what an excellent job they
were doing patrolling the mean streets of Kabul in their Saxons!

EXERCISE RED TRICORN 07 - by 2Lt Pete King

The LAD Team, Sgt Si/burn, LCpl Pickard, Cfn Screene, Malloy, Adams,
Thompson and Rutland with their silverware
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The Regiment and Veterans march from Chateau du Cal
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The Jock's faces paled when one 6' 3" behemoth was
replaced by another in the shape of Cpl Terry Shipway,
whose first defensive header sailed 50 yds back into the
Scots box. That defined the remainder of the half, with
eventual man of the match, LCpl Mark Hankey, carrying
the ball at the Scots' midfield at every opportunity. LCpl
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Riz Rizza continued to control the midfield and feed good
possession through Ctn Chris Cartwright on the right wing,
creating havoc in behind the Scots' defence. It was through this
avenue that the second goal came, as Carts jinked inside and
fed Army Captain, Cpl Wes O'Col":ior, on the edge of the box.
Wes showed quick feet to move the- ball on to his left and
unleashed a curling shot beyond the hapless keeper and into the
net. Game Over. The Scots fought back valiantly but did not at
any point look like breaking down the Regt's well marshalled
defence and by the final whistle the trophy was going down the
A303 to Bulford where it belonged.

LCpl 'Big P' Walker proved that her bobsleigh training has paid
off and won the 200m heat and final with ease. Our coach, Cpl
Jackie Davies showed us all how it is to be done and won the
100m and came second in the discus. The best event of any
athletics event was soon about to start and the girls 4 x 1OOm
relay stormed round to yet another win. The female athletic team
also gave their shot in the tug-of-war competition and with no trg
managed to come 4thl The final resu lt for the Regt saw both the
male and the female teams coming 2nd; an excellent result all
round .

Sig Tom Field got the nickname 'Pikachu', because he turned
out to be such a 'Pokermong' - think about it!
Back to the skiing, by mid week many of the Tp had progressed
from novice to fearless pro. One of the more advanced skiers, Sig
Andy Whittaker, had taught a handful how to ski backwards
while Sig Shell Harrop, who was once a timid skier, was now
going off-piste and following the better skiers down some testing
terrain.

Returning to camp, the course finished with final presentations
and a gun run around Hill 60 which completed the inter-sect
competition. A Dinner Night in the WOs' and Sgt's Mess rounded
off a very successful fortn ight.
romoted to LC

EXERCISE RADIO STRIKE - LIVE FIRING
Sgt John Stephenson took the walk up the steps and picked up
the Cup in front of a buoyant crowd of 3 Div soldiers, released
from ex to support their team, crowning a great day for the Regt
and the Corps in memorable style.

Getting back from POTL and starting work with an APWT was the
ideal opportunity to get the Tp ready and eager for a week away
on a Live Firing Package. It was a progressive learning
experience for those who had never done this type of trg and
everyone was excited about the week ahead. SSgt Henderson
had pulled out all the stops to organise an excellent trip, calling in
favours to acquire some GPMGs and ammunition. We roped in
Sgt Billy Mathews and our Sgt Maj, SSM Scott McKenzie to
give us a hand with DS and Safety Staff duty.

A special mention must go to the remainder of the Squad all of
whom played at some stage in the competition. W02 Ally
Watkins Sgt Sean Middleton, Cpl Garvs Garvey, Cpl Robbo
Robinson , Cpl Webby Webster, Cpl Lee Leighton, LCpl Scotty
Scott and Sig Shirley Bass.
ATHLETICS - MORRISION CUP 2007 - by Lt Emma Cameron
During Ex RED TRICORN , the Regtl Athletics team were lucky to
be released to attend the Morrision Cup at Blandford. The
weather was glorious and the team arrived eager to compete,
after a good night's sleep and a good wash! The first day
consisted of heats with the finals on the second day; and both
male and female teams performed outstandingly to get to almost
every final. Maj P Flavell produced a sterling effort in the 400m
hurdles to win his heat and the final. Cpl 'Skip' Scipio flew the
11 Om hurdles heat to win but unfortunately fell after the fin ish line
to sprain his ankle, giving LCpl 'Gilly' Gillard the joy of taking his
place in the final.

Downhill action on Ex Downhill Backstop

LCpl Matt Hinton (HQ Sqn) takes flight in the Men 's Pole Vault

ELMPT STATION CADRE COURSE - by Cpl Swift

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col Blackwell
W01(RSM) McDonald

COMBINED ENDEAVOUR 2007 - by Lt Hodgkins
Sgt Lawer, Sgt Owen along with myself, plucked from the
mighty 7 Sig Regt, joined forces with 12 others from 1 Sig Bde to
participate in the 13th Ex COMBINED ENDEAVOUR (CE) 2007.
CE is an annual ex with participants from 42 other nations, which
makes it the largest ex of its kind. It is designed to develop
interoperability between countries and their eqpt. This in turn
helps to develop relationships between a variety of nations, which
arguably is just as important.
One of the huge benefits of the ex was that it allowed us to test
interoperability with countries on ops with us. This valuable data
could then be used to benefit troops out on the ground, allowing
for pre-tested avenues of communication.
Each year it has been customary for each country to organize an
event, be it sporting or social. The UK has for some time
organised a mini-World Cup during one of the days of rest and
this year was no exception. With the help of the German sp staff,
we managed to set up a successful competition with 15 teams
taking part.

stand offering national drinks. All in all , the ex was a great
experience.
RADIO TROOP, 231 SIGNAL SQUADRON - EXERCISE
DOWNHILL BACKSTOP
SONTHOFEN, BAVARIA
With a 9 hr drive ahead of us, from Elmpt to Bavaria, everyone
got their heads down early and got a good night's sleep on the
tpt. The journey went without a hiccup with sterling driving from
LCpl Dan Edge. Unfortunately he was the only one old enough
to have his minibus license so the 9 hr endurance drive was his
sole responsibility.

The course started on a hazy early Sunday morning. Nervous
faces looked around as the course formed up outside the gym,
ready for a BCFT. Two hrs later relief was felt at the sight of the
finish. There was no respite however, as the course moved
straight into the fd trg/revision phase on camp, followed by more
battle PT and sect competitions. Mid week, the course went on a
Battlefield Tour to Fort Eben-Emael, on which the sects would
produce presentations at the end of the course.
On Friday, the course deployed to Haltern to begin the fd phase.
The next few days were filled with patrols, recces, sect attacks
and plenty of sleep deprivation causing a few of the students to
begin hallucinating! The final day started with a dawn attack,
which went perfectly and culminated in a casevac stretcher carry.
Endex was called and the station hierarchy got a chance to speak
to their respective soldiers after a well deserved breakfast in
location.

The next morning we were up for breakfast and on the slopes by
0900hrs. The skiing ability varied throughout the Tp but there had
been groups set aside for the advanced and the novice skiers
amongst us. We quickly found out that a handful of people had
slightly exaggerated their skiing ability and previous experience SSgt Henderson, Sgt Stanway, Cpl Mee and Sig Dexter
consider yourselves named and shamed!

The UK reached a respectable level into the semi-finals before
being knocked out by Norway (at least it wasn't Germany!), who
then went on to lose 1 - 0 in the final against Portugal.

After a couple of days getting to know the slopes of Ober Joch
some of the guys stumbled across a quiet little bar mid-piste. By
the end of the AT, it was known by all as the Disco Bar and had
also become an RV, when the group got split up. It was not
uncommon to find LCpl Gav Hall and LCpl Paul Findley break
dancing in the middle of the afternoon in their ski boots, being
cheered by the locals.

The 2-week ex culminated in a huge BBQ, rewarding all for the
long hours worked throughout the ex. Each nation occupied a

Most evenings consisted of a few innocent games of poker back
at the lodge. The skills of the poker players varied greatly too -

276

By the end of the week's lessons, the instructors were more than
happy with the progress of the groups. Although we had enjoyed
the apres ski, the group had got up early every morning
enthusiastic about the day ahead. By the end of the week, all of
us had developed into competent skiers and everyone had had
an awesome time in Bavaria. We look forward to gracing the
slopes of Sonthofen again for Ex DOWNHILL BACKSTOP 3.
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Arriving in Haltern in the afternoon, we got stuck in to refreshing
our skills and drills. Day 1 went by without a hitch, with the
various personalities brushing off the cobwebs and getting their
'green heads' on. We concentrated mostly on individual fire and
manoeuvre and getting used to moving down the range with live
ammunition. In the afternoon, we were split into two groups and
received instruction on the mainstay of our fire sp, namely the
GPMG. The next day was a natural progression onto pairs fire
and manoeuvre and subsequently working in fire teams. Lt Tom
O'Neil and 2Lt Sandra Hennis travelled up on the third afternoon
to join us, and to boost the Safety Staff.
On the final day there was anticipation in the air and a bit of
pressure as Lt Col Blackwell was due to watch our final attack.
The first sect to run through were all prepped for battle and
eagerly waiting in the FUP. when amidst a hail of GPMG fire, Lt
O'Neil descended on the sect through the woods. With Oscarwinning acting ability, he briefed the guys on how his sect had
just been taken out and it was their mission to go and accomplish
what he had failed to do. The sect then proceeded through the
range heroically taking positions by storm, using smoke and
grenades to get the job done.
After the sect attack, the guys returned for tea and medals where
Maj Cornell enthusiastically praised their performance and
efforts. Sections 2 and 3 went through the same scenario for their
attacks with everyone performing to the best of their abilities. The
DS gave some constructive criticism, but were overall very
pleased with the outcome and the Tp's improvement through the
week.
The Live Firing range was a great success with everyone involved
thoroughly enjoying it, gaining a good experience and looking
forward to doing it again in the future.
232 SIGNAL SQUADRON MORRISON CUP - by Cpl Brown
After 2 or 3 weeks preparation, 232 Sig Sqn Morrison Cup team
loaded up on to coaches and departed for Grenzland Stadium in
Monchengladbach.
Early on, several competitors breathed a huge sigh of relief when
the pole vault had to be cancelled because the poles had been
forgotten! No one was too sure how this happened as the word
pole would have been mentioned in the title of the packing list, as
well as in the list itself.
Sig Barker did the Sqn proud coming 4th in the Hammer having
only seen the hammer that morning.

Sig Gray prepares his orders on the Cadre Course
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Sig Rosini proved to be the Sqn's secret weapon coming 2nd in
the javelin and the shot - not a bad effort considering only one of
his three attempts was counted. His first throw was done using
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both hands and once the r.1les were explained to him he
proceeded to fall out of the front of the throwing area, fouli ng his
second.

ATTACHMENT TO THE MIGHTY 7th (14 May- 10 June)
- by 2Lt Corns
Fresh out of Sandhurst, the Corps decides to send all young
'troopies' on an attachment before starting the Troop
Commanders Course at Blandford. I was sent to 7 Sig Regt.
Due to a combination of good timing and planning by Capt
Caroline Anderson, I have been extremely fortunate to have had
a busy and rewarding experience. I was attached primarily to Tac
Tp, 232 Sig Sqn.

Tp and see how they acted as a team. I was pleased to see Tac
Tp pulled together well in a competitive environment. The final
day culminated in a time-based tab in full CEMO order and the
FTA. The FTA is a timed 2 mile tab in CEFO going onto the range,
firing at various distances. Most of the Sqn had never done the
shoot before but it was clear to see their enjoyment and sense of
progression. I was proud to see Tac Tp being well represented
and having one of its Fire Teams win the event.

1found the Regt in a state of transition, as it was losing its
Ptarmigan assets and awaiting the arrival of its new Richelieu
eqpt. On arrival I was under the guidance of Lt Marcus Joiner,
who gave me a lot of "street wise" tips. I spent my first few days
visiting all the key Regtl personalities and depts to find out how
the Regt works. Everyone was keen to impart some "wise
words" of advice to the new 'troopy' , and of course each
person's ideal tp comd was a complete contrast to everyone
else's. I found the first few days to be a steep learning curve and
my head was buzzing with information.

7 Signal Regiment Morrison Cup Ladies Tug-of-War team in
action

With points scored across all events, the Sqn placed 2nd overall
on the day which was a good result which we hope to improve
upon next year.

229 SIGNAL SQUADRON ANZAC DAY - by Sgt Chacksfield
ANZAC Day is always eagerly anticipated by members of 7 Sig
Regt; it is a day to commemorate and celebrate. The event is
hosted by 229 Sig Sqn due to the fact that we have the Regt's
one Australian OC, Maj Murray Thompson.
ANZAC Day takes place annually on 25 April to honour the
bravery and sacrifice of the members of the Australian and New
Zealand Army Corps (ANZAC) at Gallipoli during WW1. It is now
a national day of remembrance for Australia and 7 Sig Regt.
The day starts early when the 'Diggers' (Australian name for
soldiers} are woken with a 'gunfire breakfast' consisting of coffee
with rum and the oat-based ANZAC biscuits. The Officers and
SNCOs of each Sqn serve the soldiers, signifying the last meal
given to the troops before they boarded the landing craft to take
them to the shores of Gallipoli.
Following 'gunfire' there was a candle-lit dawn service. It was a
moving ceremony in which members of 7 Sig Regt gave readings,
laid wreaths and finally a bugler sounded Last Post at first light.
The service was followed by a quick change into PT kit then a
move onto the sports field where W02 'Spike' Cawley was
hosting the Aussie themed lnter-Sqn sports competition. Aussie
rules football was clearly on the cards, giving the 'diggers' an
opportunity to get their own back on their seniors, as the rules
seemed to allow you to demolish anyone nearby!
The day ended with a BBQ and drinks down at Archie's Bar; a
chance for all to sit back, relax and enjoy the good weather. The
Station's resident band 'Tramcar' headed the entertainment,
followed by Aussie/Kiwi comedian Peter Caulton, who as well as
his usual array of jokes was trying to plug his new Johnny Cash
band!
The penultimate part of the day was the prize giving for the
winners of the lnter-Sqn sports competition, a title which was
previously held by 229 Sig Sqn. However the PTls were either
bribed or failed to add up correctly and 232 Sig Sqn were
declared victors, walking off with the trophy for the Aussie Rules
football. There was only 1 point in it though and 229 Sig Sqn are
now back in trg in preparation for next year's competition!
An extremely enjoyable day was had by all .
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Thankfully I could relax in the Mess, which has a lively and
sociable atmosphere - there is always someone to keep the new
'troopy's' glass topped up. I was warned that I would be Mr Vice
for a Regtl Dinner Night, days after arriving. I could see the mess
plotting my downfall for my first ever Corps Dinner Night. As
always, Mr Vice provided the evening's entertainment. I could
see on arrival that with a collapsed chair and no cutlery I was in
for an interesting night. My table manners slipped somewhat
trying to eat my salmon starter with salad forks, drinking wine
from a ladle and skewering my duck with a chop stick. I managed
to stumble out the toasts and then "gracefully" retired for the
evening.
After my "gentle" break into the Regt, Lt Joiner then left to go
diving. I found myself QC Tac Tp. What better way to learn than
get hands on experience? I tried to get stuck into everything and
make the most of my short time here. Having had no signals trg,
I was occasionally found lacking in knowledge but thankfully
SSgt Pope was there to save me on technical issues; I took
every opportunity to pick people's brains for information and
experience.
I had a brilliant opportl.lnity to see the CR writing process and
Grading Boards, and it became clear to me that it was vital to
write up reports that reflected the efforts of my soldiers. As a Tp
Comd this is one of the most important aspects of the job; to
manage soldiers' careers. To do that properly I need to get to
know my troop well and keep motivating them to excel. This was
the most important lesson of my attachment.
I was invited to join the Station Cadre Course, introducing and
demonstrating the estimate and orders process. I was extremely
impressed how quickly the young sigs picked it up. All those
who completed the course represented themselves well and I'm
sure it will contribute positively in future CRs.
As the Regt is waiting for the new eqpt, 232 Sig Sqn took the
opportunity to get back to basics; revising soldiering skills in a
build up tor it's Summer Camp. This was great for me, as I could
use my Sandhurst-learned infantry knowledge. 232 Sig Sqn
deployed on Ex MERLION MUSKET in Haltern. The ex was a
range package, including the APWT, IW and LSW Live Firing and
culminating in the Fire Team Assesment (FTA}. Concurrent
activities included CBRN , Navigation and Battlefield First Aid in
preparation for MATTs. The ranges were conducted by SSgt
Pope and his sp staff, who did a cracking a job. I had my first
opportunity to act as a Range Conducting Officer, which I
thoroughly enjoyed.
Despite a few re-shoots, everyone passed the APWT. After each
day on the ranges we tabbed out to basher up for the night and
the evening activities included night navigation, skill at arms and
cornd tasks. As the week progressed the Tp competition became
more intense. It was a great opportunity for me to get to know the
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That evening the Sqn had a BBQ, held in great spirits. The OC,
Maj Jim Large set his '6 minuters' ... giving individuals a subject
to talk about in front of the entire Sqn in 6 minutes.
At the end of the evening, everyone had been in-front of the Sqn;
the banter was free flowing across the ranks and it was all taken
in good spirits. No one was exempt, not even the QC or SSM.
Being the new 'Troopy', I was the target of a lot of the jokes, but
if all the Sqn could throw at me is having youthful good looks, I'm
not one to argue!
The Sqn reward for a good week's work was a trip to Arnhem for
a Battlefield Tour, consisting of a trip to the Airborne Museum and
a coach trip to all the key locations including Drop Zones,
Arnhem Bridge and Military Cemetery. It was a sobering trip. All
were overwhelmed by the courage and self sacrifice of Allied
Troops during Operation Market Garden.
I have had a thoroughly rewarding time at 7 Sig Regt.
I would like to thank all the Regt for making me so welcome and
providing me with such a diverse and interesting attachment.
I now look forward to returning to Blandford for my Troop
Commanders Course and I eagerly await getting my own Tp
again when I arrive at 2 Sig Regt later in the year.

Tac Tp on exercise

10th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col RJ Quinlan
W01 D Rayson

238 (LONDON) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc

Maj Jim Sykes
W02(SSM) Jim McEwan

VIEW FROM RHQ - by Capt KJ Grice

SSM

A warm welcome must be extended to W01 (RSM) D (Kenny)
Rayson who arrived in May on promotion from 18(UKSF) Sig
Regt. Welcome too to Cpl Lee Richards AGC(SPS) who arrived
from 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt, a man I'm sure who will
revel in building an RAO. The Regtl Ops Room bids a fond
farewell to W01 (YofS) J J Cade who has moved in his own
words to a 'little sleepy hollow'. Goodbye too to SSgt(YofS)
Tommy Tucker who was posted to 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig
Regt. Hello on a short attachment to Capt Zoe White from
ECM(FP) Sqn who is manning the ECM(FP) Ops desk until the
end of July, before being posted to HQ SOinC(A).

Hectic is probably the best word to describe the next few months
in 238. We are currently heavily involved in Her Majesty The
Queen's Birthday Parade, known as Trooping the Colour, and
preparing for Ex BRUNO BANNER, a Regtl battle camp ex in
Warcop, the Reformation Day, as well as the parade and
capability demonstrations to mark the 5th Anniversary of the
Regt. Then come the Buckingham Palace Garden Parties in July
and preparing for the amalgamation of 238 (L} Sig Sqn and 251
Sig Sqn in Aldershot. Hectic!
LIGHT IMMEDIATE RESPONSE TEAM HELICOPTER
TRAINING - by Sig Newton

CURRENT SNAPSHOT
Life at the kernel of 10 Sig Regt continues apace, with change
and growth being the key themes. As I write, the Regt are just
about to deploy on our annual Battle Camp at Warcop trg area.
We then return to Corsham, where we celebrate our 5th
anniversary of Reformation on 4 July. Later that month, we see
the drawdown parade of 238 (London) Sig Sqn on 31 July, with
the following day celebrating the formation of 638 (Ceremonial)
Sig Tp as part of 251 Sig Sqn in Aldershot. A relay race carrying
the 238 Sig Sqn Pennant is planned overnight between Chelsea
Barracks, London and Ordnance Barracks, Aldershot - more
about this to follow in the next issue. The first day of August is
also a key date in the life of 1O Sig Regt as we take 233 Sig Sqn
in Northern Ireland under comd. At this point, the Regt will have
2 sqns in Theipval Barracks - the other being the ECM(FP) Sqn.
243 Sig Sqn in Wilton remains in sp of HQ LAND Comd, while
241 Sig Sqn continues to grow as more Inst Techs trickle in to
Corsham. This leaves a very large 251 Sig Sqn in Aldershot
looking after the UK Ops piece. With this new structure in place,
we look forward to a period of consolidation with the Regtl
identity strengthening every day.
A rich alphabet soup awaits below for the reader who dares to
delve into the detail of 1O Sig Regt. Oh, and Bruno the Cable
Bear Is looking forward to a high pressure wash before his big
day at the Reformation Day on 4 July.
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Over the past few months 238 (L) Sig Sqn have been carrying out
some helicopter familiarisation trg for our Light Immediate
Response Team (IRT} deployment option. After a quick session
on the Parade Square at Chelsea Barracks with a Gazelle and
pilot from 666 Sqn AAC and a quick cabby up the River Thames
for 4 lucky Sqn members (including me!) we visited Netheravon to
continue with our flight trg.
Firstly, we received a brief from one of the pilots on the correct
drill for embarking and disembarking from the Gazelle safely. After
this we were shown how to load our IRT kit into the holds behind
the passenger seating. The helicopter itself can hold all of the IRT
light eqpt as well as 2 lucky members of the crew. Later that day
all pers were taken for a short flight down around Salisbury Plain .
All, apart from Cpl 'Carl' Orme, who just couldn't face taking his
feet off the ground without being sick.
The final phase of our heli trg was a trip down to Yeovil Naval
Base where we took part in the underwater escape trg. This
comprised 4 scenarios varying from the basic dunk straight down
with the lights on, to the more complex dunk of 180 degrees
lights off. Definitely, this one had to be the worst, sorting the men
from the boys. LCpl 'Stu' Clark's cairn attitude enabled the more
flapping members of the Sqn, i.e. Sig 'Adam' Hadlow to escape
from the trg module surfacing with a cough and a splutter.
Throughout the trg I think it was safe to say the LCpl 'Andi'
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Eddon was the first to surface every time, whether this was due
to practice and professionalism or pure fear is questionable, but
m my opinion the look of \error on her face indicated fear! Overall
it's safe to say that over the last few months 238 (L) Sig Sqn has
begun taking the role of light IRT deployments very seriously and
more trg of this nature can be expected.
THE FUTURE
238 (L) Sig Sqn will amalgamate with 251 Sig Sqn bee<>ming 638
(Ceremonial) Sig Tp, the third Tp in 251 Sig Sqn, on 1 Aug 07.
We have already started packing all eqpt and stores for the move
and by the time you read this we will have vacated to Aldershot
leaving only the London Operations Office in Chelsea Barracks.
Although it is a shame that we are leaving Chelsea, it makes a lot
of sense operationally to amalgamate two mini Sqns, which are
currently struggling with manning all commitments, into one
conventional sized Sqn. The future is bright and appears to look
like a basilisk!
241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj A Jenkins
SSgt M Stowell

The Sqn is working as hard as ever and thoroughly enjoying the
challenges already set and the ones ahead. We are preparing to
say goodbye to our illustrious leader, Maj Tony 'Jenx' Jenkins,
who has been caught by the bright lights of Civvie Street. Good
luck boss and thanks for all your help. Other elements of the Sqn
are preparing to surge back out to Afghanistan and trying to get
in some well deserved leave.
Congratulations to SSgt Fisher promoted to W02 who has now
moved to CPO and Sgt 'Scotty' Tomblin who is promoted on
posting to Gosport Escape and Evasion Sect. We' ll find you!
Congratulations to LCpl 'Gibbo' Gibson on the birth of Molly
Anne Gibson and Sig 'Gaz' Evans on the birth of Leuan Dexter
Optimus Evans.
BRUNEI
LCpl Lewis deployed to Brunei Garrison to complete a various
number of tasks consisting of terminating and testing pre-existing
infrastructure. The work was carried out on Medicina and Tuker
lines Brunei Garrison. He deployed with the new 'God Mech',
W02 Andy Fisher, who maintained a high standard of trade skills
by making a new friend for life called SABRE. SSgt Terry
Rogers was also on hand to do God Mech's inspection of Brunei
Garrison. It was a great trip, hard work but thoroughly enjoyable
and we even managed to get a little time to look around.
EXERCISE RED TRICORN
241 Sig Sqn was recently tasked to assist 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig
Regt with installing a fibre and copper capability for a DRASH
construction as part of Ex RED TRICORN . After acquiring
sleeping rights to a large tent, receiving a safety brief, ammunition
and dinner we set to work. Due to the unique nature of the
DRASH design, we were able to accommodate all of our
backbone copper and fibre cable within its outer shell, with the
help of our smallest team member, LCpl 'Nobby' Noble.
Installation kept us busy until midnight, only stopping for a quick
cup of tea and an egg sandwich from the "Rose Restaurant" tent.
Refreshed, our 6 man team was split in half. Sgt Rod Rouchy,
LCpl Chris Rutter and Sig Loyd Cromer took first stag till
0600hrs; thereafter Cpl Osborne, LCpls Ian Noble and Lee
McClarence took over. After 60 hrs long hard slog, all copper
and fibre was in place, tested and fully commissioned for the
exercising troops. We then assisted where we could by moving
sub sets, guard duty and clearance patrols. Those pesky rabbits
kept setting off the trip flares, which meant we got to practice
stand to many times over! The removal of all the cabling took
place at ENDEX and we were all invited for a well-earned beer
and BBQ. A successful deployment completed, we were on our
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way back to Corsham , enjoying an air buffet on th e transport,
with thoughts of sleep and Ex IRON TRIANGLE on our minds.

Another busy few months with a number of hellos, farewells
and congratulations as well as the usual ex, sport and AT to
report on.

OP HERRICK SURGE TEAMS
Late March, a team of 9 Inst Techs consisting of soldiers from
Hotel , Kilo and Lima Tps deployed to Afghanistan in support of
Op HERRICK. After 3 days transiting between RAF Brize Norton
and Kabul the team fi nally arrived at HQ ISAF. The team was
tasked with providing UK, NATO and LAN infrastructure for the
new IOCC build in HQ ISAF.
The installation threw up a number of challenges, all of which
were confronted head on by the team with the usual successful
outcome. This is testament to the team 's patience and
professionalism. Cpl Lane and LCpl Stokes deserve particular
praise as their unswerving work ethic definitely eased the
additional pressures being placed on the team leader, Sgt
'Scotty' Tomblin.
With the rest of theatre going dry, a number of the team members
exercised their bodies whereas others exercised their right to
their allocated 2 cans after a hard days work on the build.
Unfortunately the team fell short of entering the 'ISAF Idol '
competition, as they did not want their singing ability to detract
from their installation prowess.

Firstly hello and welcome to SSgt(FofS) Oscar Searle,
SSgt(YofS) Stan Knowles, Sgt Sam Richards, Cpls Dennis
Nowell and Phil Sills, LCpls Mark Collins and Laura
Williams and Sig Peachey. Welcome back SSgt(YofS) Nige
Brewin from a Herrick Tour, good to have you back and also
goodbye and good luck to you and Mags as you leave us on
posting along with Capts Nie Berry and James Bell,
SSgt(FofS) Kev Eaves, Sgt Carl Woodray and Cpl Steve
Wood. Best Wishes to Cpl Sid Maxwell and Sig Gaz Baxter
as they leave us for Ciwy Street.
Congratulations to Sgts Russell and James Smith, Cpls
Mark Keech and Shackleton who have all got married this
month. More congratulations go to Sgts John Connolly and
Gordon Russell, Cpls Mark Keech and Andy Reddy, and
LCpl Danice Kean who have all recently become parents;
there is clearly something in the water in Aldershot, when we
have it!
1 TROOP

oc
SSgt

After completing the ISAF installation, the team left for Helmand
where they assisted 2 Sig Regt Inst Techs with day to day faults,
records and general network house keeping before returning to
the UK after only 9 weeks of the expected 16. The team is now
eagerly awaiting news of the next project before their imminent
departure back to theatre.
243 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Carl Shead
W02 John Manley

Ops Sp Tp recently went on a farewell paintball mission for 3
members of the Tp that will be leaving us. Though only
supposed to be fun, there was a lot of serious play with some
crafty fire and movement pairs from Cpl Lama and LCpl
Thomas.
Some people were not so good at playing. Sgt Stewart who
organised the event, didn't get to grips with using cover and on
many occasion came away from each game looking like a
painter's radio.
We all know getting hit can sting slightly but Sig Webb took his
protection to the extreme. He tried to hide it, but after looking
like he'd put on a few pounds people noticed that he was
wearing his issued body armour under his overalls. He should
take a leaf out of Sgt Angus's book. He didn't care about pain
and provided some rather amusing suicide missions by running
into the enemy. A true leader, he led from the front, by himself,
with everyone else taking cover.
Cpl Nicholas didn't fair to well either. After walking off the field
officially 'dead', he was promptly shot in the back by Cpl
Seather, who I am sure did not see his hand raised in the air.
Cpl Nicholas also took 2 well-aimed shots to the head whilst
hiding in a giant pirate ship, leaving his balding head well
illuminated by the paint.
Though the weather was not brilliant, wet and miserable, this did
not deter the enthusiasm that everyone had and was still a good
day out, enjoyed by all. Our thanks got out to Steve lngaglia,
Business Development Manager of Tandberg UK who helped with
the organisation along with Sgt Stewart.
251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Jez Toze
SSgt Sean Wedge
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Capt Clifford Kamara
SSgt Steve Pengelly

10 Signal Regiment Ladies 4 x 1OOm relay team for the Morrison Cup,
Capt Nie Berry (251 Sqn) LCpl Andy Eddon, Cpl Kim Roberts (ECM(FP)
Sqn) and Capt Irene Gordon (243 Sqn)

ECM (FP) SQUADRON

oc
1 Tp have been extremely busy recently but thankfully mainly
doing other activities. Members of the Tp played a key part in
helping the Regt finishing runners up in the 4 Div Rugby 7s
competition . There was also a sterling effort as we finished 6th in
the football 6- a-side competition with Cpl Sid Maxwell easily
player of the team, if not the whole tournament - unofficially.
Members of the Tp also competed in Regtl Athletics held in
Aldershot and went onto compete in the Regtl team. Mention in
particular to the efforts of SSgt Steve Pengelly who managed to
take time out of a busy schedule to play some sport. The Tp
members then went on to Blandford to compete with the rest of
the Corps. Remember gents, it's taking part that counts.
Most of the Sqn deployed on AT in Tenby, Wales, in April. The
weather was remarkable, as were the skills of many of the Tp
with all members of 1 and 2 Tps proving their kayaking prowess
and achieving a 2 Star Award. Sig Gaz Baxter was the star of
the show - he seemed to spend most of his time swimming
rather than kayaking.
The Tp deployed its ENACT dets on Ex BUGLE CALL in
Swynnerton Camp, where we were all relieved to see that the
eqpt was still working after such a busy social calendar.
2TROOP

oc
SSgt

Capt Nige Clay
SSgt Rob Howe

2 Tp have been busy enjoying the sporting and AT calendar but
also had sufficient time to ensure that at least some of the Tp
eqpt is deployable. The Tp has been too busy having children
and getting married to think about work. Sgt Smith has moved
to the dizzy heights of Sqn Ops and is living the IS Supervisor
dream, Sgt Gordon Russell has found time since the last issue
of 'The Wire' to get married, be promoted and have a child ,,,
good work! LCpl Jase Allard has completed his PTI course and
assumed ro le of 'Good Cop' in Sqn PT with Sgt Dave Lloyd still
'Bad Cop' for the foreseeable future. Well done to Sig Becks
Beckley who finished best Young Soldier on the LSW at Corps
Operational Shooting Competition.
With the Tp focus now firmly on Ex IMPACT and the deployment
of CASBAH, the Tp have been exercising with the new det crews
of Cpl Mccreadie and LCpl Williams on the Master Det and Cpl
Debique and Sig Dickinson on Slave Det. It will no doubt be
another demanding ex and the first for SSgt(YofS) Stan Knowles
who has joined the Tp from his Yeoman of Signals Course.
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SSM

Maj John Fraser
W02 J Saunders

SQUADRON IN BRIEF
Op HERRICK and TELIC Tps have all been working at what has
been accepted as the normal pace of life, i.e. always busy. New
veh installation kits have kept the soldiers in both theatres
extremely busy. Surge teams have deployed to both theatres
recently. Cpl Mackie and Sgt 'Gibbers' Gibney are still in Iraq
and grafting well.
The S03 in Op HERRICK has recently changed over and Capt
Adrian Morris is the new incumbent following Capt
Wartemberg's recent redundancy. YofS Wilson is working hard
to make friends with everybody at KAF and W02(FofS) Klass is
hopefully getting used to some of the peculiarities of the
'regulars'.
W02(YofS) 'Bart' Simpson is due to be replaced in Iraq and in
the Sqn by W02(YofS) 'Marge' Wrenn and about time too. Bart
has been a fixture in the Sqn for some time and will be missed.
Other notable departures are:
W02(FofS) Claxton, the only man who has knowingly won a
'GEMS' award; Cpl Haase, well done and good luck, Cpl Parker
and Cpl Mark Power R IRISH. Big thanks to all those mentioned
and indeed those who have been missed off. Special mentions
should go to Cpl Power, who has completed his Colour Service
and has been demobilised as part of the Northern Ireland
Normalisation Process and also to Cpl Parker who is leaving on
completion of his 22 years service.
EXERCISE DYR-AY FINN 10 - 20 APRIL 07 - by SSgt(YofS) Rob
Murray
Ex DYR-AY FINN was a wild camping and walking ex conducted
for members of 10 Sig Regt on the remote Scottish Isles of Jura
and Scarba. The prospect of exploring the sparsely, if at all,
populated Jura and Scarba quickly attracted 12 volunteers from
243 Sqn and ECM (FP) Sqn.
It was an early start for all and 3 ferries, one overnight train , a 50
mile long traffic diversion and 14 hrs later we all arrived at
Craighouse, Jura. The grounds of the only hotel/ bar on the island
were to be our base for the duration of the ex. The snorers of the
group were quickly identified, with LCpl Will Tuffin having to
erect his own tent in the middle of the night after failing miserably
to get any sleep next to Sgt Steve McCaskill.
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The following day was spent preparing ourselves for the first
phase of the ex. Lessons were conducted on nver crossings,
route planning and campsite selection and route cards were
made up by each team for the next 3 days. The weather
promised to be glorious - unheard of for Scotland in April!
Wednesday saw the beginning of the first phase. The aim of the
day to make our way up to the high (!round and camp at the foot
of the islands infamous '3 Paps': the highest points on Jura.
Everyone had a chance to lead the gr.-iup and with berQens
weighing at least 501bs (except for Cpl Matt Lama's helium filled
one), the uphill slog was tough going. With 3000 deer and
countless adders on the island, we were almost guaranteed to
spot some wildlife and Jura didn't disappoint. If only we'd been
warned about the skinny dippers. In true 'mountain camper'
style, exped leader SSgt{YofS) Rob Murray took a dip in one of
crystal clear lochs, quite literally showing everyone what he was
made of! The mountain leaders were invaluable; with SSgt{YofS)
Stu Bailes providing recces for every conceivable hole and bog
and LCpl 'Airborne Sean' Thomas losing his group! The
campsite location was idyllic and a good night's rest was had by
all in preparation for the next day.
Thursday was earmarked to tackle the '3 Paps'. Leaving the
camp set up and taking just daysacks, we headed out in our
groups with the attitude "it 's not a race but we'd better come
first". All 3 peaks were around 750m and seemed vertical. Apart
from almost getting blown off every blind summit, the first peak
was tackled without any problems and the downhill climb was
taken carefully. The second peak seemed easier as we had our
climbing legs by this stage and we reached the top in time for a
leisurely lunch. Having got into the swing of things, the route
selected to the 3rd peak was treacherous but great fun,
bouldering and hanging off rock faces. Congratulations to Sgt
Kerry Smith who gained the utmost respect by conquering her
acute fear of heights. This last climb was without doubt the most
challenging but easily the most fun , with a worn path to follow or
the 'uncharted north face' there was no competition! Cpls Casey
Hill and Matt Lama chose the almost vertical scree to scramble
up. The summit was reached in record time and it was an
exhilarating scree run (backside slide is more accurate) all the
way to the bottom. On arrival back at the campsite, we tore down
to head out for a 5km tab to our next destination, which was to
be a breathtakingly beautiful, pure white sandy beach at
Glenbatrick. Taking the opportunity to cool down; some opted to
go for a swim in the sea and to their amazement discovered seals
swimming alongside them. A perfect evening followed, playing
cards around the campfire on the beach.
The following morning, LCpl Thomas proved his love for heights
by ducking out of scaling a very mild inclined spot height of 216.
The 2 groups began the 16km trek back to Craighouse, where
there was a distinct lack of love in the air when the track turned
out to be littered with bogs, up to a metre deep, and baby's
heads. After 9km, we hit the road and the lure of lashings and
lashings of Magners took over. The race began; heads down,

teeth gritted all the way back to the pub! Sitting in the sun, beer
in hand, a Range Rover pulled up with none other than exped
leader SSgt {YofS) Rob Murray and Capt John Heat on who had
thumbed a lift back after going for yet another skinny dip in the
sea. They thought they'd got away with it. After a quick
turnaround, it was into the bar for some home cooked food and
joviality. The 3 days had clearly taken their toll on Sgt Steve
McCaskill, who promptly fell asleep at the dinner table and Cpl
Casey Hill and Sgt Kerry Smith, who opted for a night of luxury
in 'the ivory towers' of Jura hotel, much to the envy of the
remainder of the group.

participating teams in the charity match which had been held
between 14 Sig Regt FC and Haverfordwest County FC. Other
accessories were also added to make Raggi's Bar a more
attractive place; these were an air hockey table, pool tables,
pinball machine and a dartboard, all donated by the Regtl Welfare
Office. The night also included a disco and buffet, which were
enjoyed whilst watching an entertaining England match.

RSM

Lt Col Steve Vickery
W0 1(RSM) Taylor

HQ SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj John Williams
W02(SSM) Morris

RAGGl'S BAR OPENING - by Sgt Steers
On 6 June 2007, 14 Sig Regt 's bar, formally known as The White
Horse Inn, was re-named in memory of LCpl Kinnon Ragni. It
was decided that the bar be called Raggi's Bar.
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MAJOR UNIT

MINOR UNIT

30 Sigs (MT)
225/400

53 Sig Sqn M
221/400

HIGH GUN

SSgt Hanna
19 Lt Bde
(individual)
91/100

ROYAL SIGNALS CLAY TARGET COMPETITION
Monday was an early start in order to catch the boat and
experience the infamous Corryvreckan Whirlpool , which saw
everyone being thrown around the boat and soaked with sea
spray. It was then back to Kinuachdrachd on Jura, where we met
Maj John Fraser and set off in search of our new home for the
evening. One group set off around the coastline and the other,
cross-country. We arrived at the next bothy in good time in order
to have a swim and relax for the evening.
The final day of walking was long and hard going due to the
treacherous terrain. It took a lot more effort than originally
planned and morale soared when the minibus came into sight. On
arrival back at Craighouse, we had a table booked in the
restaurant for the obligatory end of course meal and drinks. Sgt
Martin Campbell exhibited a commendable performance with his
two starters, main and dessert.

Between 6 and 8 June, 14 Sig Regt hosted the Royal Signals
Clay Target Shooting Competition at Brawdy. Teams from both
Regular and TA units turned out in glorious sunshine for 3 days of
shooting.
The Competition, set up and organized by the team of Sgt
Charlie Lister and LCpl 'Billy' Beaumont and overseen by Maj
John Williams, took the form of a 25 bird Skeet Shoot, 25 Bird
Down The Line (DTL) and a 50 Bird Sporting shoot.
Prizes were kindly presented by the Lady Mayoress of St Davids,
Cllr Glenys James who commented on the layout of the facility
and the standard of shooting .

The final day gave us an opportunity to relax and reflect on our
time on Jura and Scarba. The trip was rounded off with a visit to
the Jura Distillery - just for posterity of course! It was with heavy
hearts that we departed, worn out and headed back to our
respective units.

WU1(FOr.>)

B

Sgt Hill
ACIO
77/100

c

W02 Mortimer SSgt Gleaves
14 Sigs A
14 Sigs B
57/100
50/ 100

SSgt Roberts
14 Sigs B
49/ 100

Cpl Ingram
30 Sigs
58/ 100

2 Lt Harris
53 SqnM
52/100*

Most Improved
Shot (TAYLOR
WELLS
MEMORIAL
TROPHY)
Junior Shot

Thompson
18 Sigs Ind
8 6/100

u;p1
Beaumont
14 Sigs A
7S/100

Capt Stanger
14 SigsB
52/100

4? / 1nn

Best Guest
(unclass)

LCpl Kaitani
14 Sigs
47/ 100

• On count back from DTL Scores
14 SIGNAL REGIMENT (EW) SHOOTING TEAM CORPSOSC 07
The renamed CORPS Operational Shooting Competition
(CORPSOSC) 07 took place over the period 16 - 20 April at Ash
and Pirbright. 14 Sig Regt took a 5 man team plus 3 individuals
to compete. The team performance was excellent, with ever
improving results over the competition, capped off with a score of
151/200 in the Roberts Cup by Cpl Lawton, a notable debut
performances in the pistol competition from Sig Stubbs and
Capt Stanger being highest placed individual shooter in the
Roupell (3rd highest score overall). The Regt also entered a team
into the inter-regtl Clay Target shoot who, due to qualification
criteria, shot for honours. The team easily won the competition
with the High Gun award going to Sgt Lister. From the inter-regtl
competition, Capt Stanger and SSgt{YofS) Binks were selected
for the Royal Signals Team entered into the Inter-Corps
competition, which the Royal Signals won, beating REME by 1
Bird!

EXERCISE ITALIAN DRAGON 07 - by Lt Day

oc
SSM
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A~/ 100

Sig Stubbs
14 Sigs A

There was a very good turn out for the opening of Raggi's Bar
with Officers, SNCOs and Junior Ranks attending in great
numbers. Brig Davies and Sgt Steers officially opened the bar
at 1730hrs; this was to be the start of a very good night. The
main attractions were the 2 photo collages of Raggi, which were
made by his family. There were various other items including a
Celtic FC signed football shirt and a share in Kinnon Ragni's
name for Celtic FC. Also donated was a football signed by both
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Sgt Bentley
30 Sigs
69/100
:sgt Actc11son
JCIO
Cheltenham

Sgt Addison
JCIO
Cheltenham
68/ 100

224 SIGNAL SQUADRON

All who entered agreed that the event was a great success and
look forward to next year's event.

22 Sigs
153/400

Sgt Lister
14 Sigs
A 88/1 00

The Regtl Generator Bar and other members of the LAD took it
upon themselves to re-decorate the bar, working through the
weekend and midweek, managing to get it ready for the grand
opening.

14 Signal Regiment A and B teams with the Lady Mayoress of St
Davids

THIRD

A

NOVICE

Brig Davis cuts the ribbon

RUNNER UP
14 Sigs B
230/400

The following day gave everyone the chance to turn around kit
and rest their weary legs, except for a few whom decided to hire
some bikes and head off round the island. That was the intention
at least, but they had covered no more than 2 miles before they
jumped on a ferry to the neighbouring island of Islay and spent
the afternoon in the pub talking to the locals.
The following day was the start of phase 2 of the ex. We headed
out in the minibus up the coast to Ardlussa, where a boat was
waiting to take us north to the uninhabited isle of Scarba, where
we were to spend the next day and night. On arrival we head
straight to a bothy overlooking the beach, where we hastily
ditched bergens and went off to explore the coastline and
numerous caves. A great time was had by all, exploring crags and
caves and studying bizarre rockpools fu ll of dead frogs. On
arrival back at the bothy, the de-ticking process began. Most
people had fallen victim by this stage, notably Sgt Kerry Smith
who had one in her eye! Firewood was collected in preparation
for an evening of cards and dinner party games with no one
daring to venture outside due to the creepy glow in the dark eyes
of the herd of cows which had surrounded us!

WINNER
14 Sigs A
324/400

Over all the night was a great success and we all look forward to
enjoying more functions in Raggi's Bar in the future.

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(ELECTRONIC WARFARE)
co

CLASS

Maj SL Roberts INT CORPS
W02 GA Shuck

Arriving in Italy to fantastic weather we slapped on the sun tan
cream and began our 2 day tour around the Monte Cassino and
Anzio battlefields. Escorted by the vastly knowledgeable Maj
John Cotterill, we began with an impressive tour of the Abbey of
Monte Cassino, which was controversially bombed by the Allies
during the War.
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Taking advantage of its truly dominating position, we viewed the
battlefield from high above and tried to imagine tackling such
terrain under war fighting conditions. The tour then continued at
breakneck speed, with visits to the Cavendish Road, the castle
and Hangman's Hill before wrapping up the day with a visit to the
Polish War Cemetery, to ponder the human cost of the battles.

The patrol competition was due to last 36 hrs and on Friday night
a linear harbour was occupied, a refresher to some, very new to
others. After evening routine the linear harbour was interrupted
and we were loaded onto Bedfords to take part in a night patrol,
which included swinging sandbags, and buckets of water.
Everyone very much enjoyed this event with the very late night or
early morning finish.

We then moved on to Anzio to look at the scene of the US VI
Corps landings. Beginning with a :ik at the port itself we moved
on to Campoleone Station to look i:.t the failed Allied breakout,
followed by the German counterattack at the Flyove•. We then
visited the Waddis, which saw some of the most horrible living
conditions imaginable before moving on to the Commonwealth
War Graves Cemetery at Beach Head where Padre Lodwick led
us in a thought provoking service of Remembrance.

Sunday morning saw the start of the survival phase, and a
pleasant visit from Jack Frost, the first of the ex - we couldn't
believe the weather for the time of year. The morning's lessons
consisted of basher building, field improvisation, fire starting, and
how to kill a chicken, which LCpl 'Katie' Hewitson really didn't
enjoy.

:c

We were then left to our own devices to build our bashers and we
were also given our chicken for the evening's meal. The Monday
saw us participating in comd tasks, which included putting up a 9
x 9 blindfolded, reversing a trailer blindfolded with the aid of a
radio and stripping and assembling various foreign wpn systems
and a GPMG assembly and shoot competition.

And that was the end of our whistle-stop tour of the battlefields
and there was not a person among us that did not wish we could
have spent just that little bit more time studying such a huge
campaign. Our thanks go to the former OC of 224, Maj Jim
Brown, for organizing such a great trip.

provided by the DS SSgts from a range exceeding 3km! It was
meant to be 500m, but due to the patrol spotting the enemy
forces and putting in a dog leg, the DS, grasping at straws, felt
that they couldn't let us pass without putting down a few rounds.
This was quickly countered, prior to the patrol moving on. As
bad as life gets in an OP we were truly blessed with no rain and
little wind. As most of the Sqn found out when working in OPs,
there is a lot of kit that has to be spilt down between a 6 man
patrol. The patrols were in position and doing what they do best
by last light, conducting their EW taskings. Over the next few
days EW and OP drills were honed. In the back of most of our
minds was the thought that "this time next year ... "
The whole Sqn regrouped after various contacts and asslts for
the final nigh, to debrief on the ex. This 'hot' brief proved to be
very useful as it was a great opportunity, especially for the juniors,
to raise issues and trg points, while they were still fresh in their
minds. Ex DDRAIGS ROAR certainly focussed the mind on skills
we would need and how slick our drills should be before
deploying again to Afghanistan next year.

245 SIGNAL SQUADRON (EW) - by Lt Day

oc
SSM

Maj Stuart Scott
W02(SSM)

EXERCISE MOUFLON BAVARIA 07
It was a foggy Sunday morning when 28 members of 245 Sig Sqn
departed for their AT exped to Bavaria. Staying in the very well
equipped Hubertushaus in Oberstdorf, we arrived in the middle of
a rainstorm, a weather trend which did not really change for the
whole trip.
We hit the ground running with the trekkers hiking up the
mountain and the rock climbers taking the short route up the
side. The scenery was truly amazing and there was not a person
on the mountain that was not gob smacked by their
surroundings.
Some of our group chose to kayak, emerging every evening still
shivering from their day's work.

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON (EW) - by LCpl Gisby
After another very cold night, despite our best
efforts to keep warm, with one group even setting
their basher alight, the end of the ex drew near. A
night in Otterburn Camp and a warm meal in the
mess brightened everyone's spirits in time for the
initiative ex in Newcastle centre. A good day was
had by all, especially with the winning team
managing to blag a helicopter ride across the
Scottish border.
After making our way back to Sqn lines on the

t

:::~~~ai*i:J Thursday we unpacked the kit and were finished for
a long weekend. The majority of us were very tired,
but there were a lot of lessons and new skills were
learnt.
A genuinely big thank you is extended to
W02(SSM) Gaz Shuck and his team for a truly
excellent ex.
226 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj CP Crowther
W02(SSM) I Conlan

EXERCISE DDRAIGS ROAR, 4-15 MARCH 07

- by Cpl Jamie Harle
Monte Cassino rebuilt and dominating the group
EXERCISE PREMIERWARRIOR (SQUADRON BATTLECAMP)

This Sqn level ex was held at Sennybridge Trg Area
and is the first of many future trg exs intended to
prepare the Sqn for deployment on Op HERRICK VIII next year.

- by LCpl Arrnsby
The aim of Ex PREMIER WARRIOR was to teach the more junior
members of the Sqn some new skills and introduce some non
standard eqpt and skills to the Sqn. For the seniors, it was more
of a confirmation and a chance for the Sqn to bond.
On the afternoon of Monday 12 February, we arrived at Otterburn
Trg Area, where we were split into 2 pis consisting of 2 sects and
given farm buildings as HQs. Luckily the ex was quite relaxed
and the only stag we had to do was fire stag.
Over the next 4 days, the sect took part in various lessons and
activities such as sectbattle drills, BCDT, veh recovery and mine
clearance.
The activities also included pistol shooting on the 25m range. Yet
another highlight came in the form of a sect in defence range in
which enough ammo was expended to not only defend the range
hut but take a full hour of brass collection.
All the lessons were building towards Friday's patrol competition.
Ranks and roles were exchanged, in order to carry out certain
activities with a degree of testing going on.
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The Sqn departed Brawdy on the Sunday for the initial live firing
phase. Spread over 5 days, we started off with some basic
applications of fire , before progressing onto more complex
contact drills. For anyone who has not fired on the ranges in
Sennybridge; take spare boots and socks as most members of
the Sqn found, wherever there is a river, you are guaranteed to be
contacted near it with your only route out on the other side - you
have been warned!
The culmination of this phase was 6 man contact drills based on
the LEWT 6 man patrol formation. Interspersed within this first
week, the troops were given refreshers on the GPMG, LSW, pyro
and comms kit, as well as consuming their fair share of
cheeseburgers from the Range Warden .
Following an eye opening night out in Brecon (sponsored by the
North Face) the Sqn spent the Saturday shaking out into patrols,
sorting kit for the next part of the ex, and paying visits to the
various surplus stores for those minute essentials.
Phase 2 saw the 6 man EW patrols tab Bkm into their respective
OP areas. The insertion was met by a brief contact on route
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oc
SSM

Maj Steve Cole
W02 Taff Morgan

EXERCISE FOXES SHOT
Following on quickly from Ex FOXES START, we had a second
week at Castlemartin to contend with! SSgt Ross Gleave
coupled with the SSM Taff Morgan ran an excellent live fd firing
package, which included veh shoots, UGL familiarisation and
improving our patrolling skills with a vast number of tasks
incorporated to complete as fire groups.

We took a short break from the mountain for a day or two over
the weekend to go and visit Dachau Concentration Camp which
proved to be a very eye-opening trip. We all knew the horrors of
WWII, but the visit really brought it home to all as the camp gave
up its secrets.
After the sobering trip to Dachau and a day of waterskiing we
spent one final day on the mountain before spending a couple of
days mountain biking and white water rafting.
Everyone seemed to enjoy the exped and whether their favourite
part was the walking/climbing on the mountain or the karaoke in
the evenings, it certainly made a welcome break from work.

For some this was the first time that the fire groups had worked
together so closely and the improvement in inter-group comms
and overall outcome of the stands showed a remarkable
improvement as the week passed. The fact that the weather was
glorious also helped with the moral of the Sqn! The highlights of
the week had to be the 'tactical' placing of the smoke grenades
when on the veh anti-ambush range! Mostly this just involved
bad 'wind recognition/management but in the case of Cpl Mark
Tinsley (recently selected for promotion) it was not quite that
simple. The pin of the grenade was pulled on the second go on
the range!
Overall, a fantastic week with everyone's confidence in live firing
much improved. Now back to Brawdy and start to look forward to
Ex FOXES EARTH!
EXERCISE FOXES EARTH
Next in the OP HERRICK 7 Trg Programme was Ex FOXES
EARTH on SENTA from the 14 - 27 May 07 and organised by our
Australian WO, W02 Col Quaife. Having done 2 weeks of mil
skills on Castlemartin, this was a chance to practice firstly all of
the OPTAG cascade trg from the week before, plus test all of our
skills on the actual eqpt we'll be using in Afghanistan!
The 4 LEWT Teams and 2 Odette deployed to the drier than usual
area of Sennybridge. Despite avoiding the rain for the week this
didn't stop a random encounter for Lt James Snellgrove (ex OC
V Tp) who had got his ATR wagon deeply bogged down near the
KPTowerl
Overall the ex was a great success and all those who were
involved gained great experience with the comms kit and
procedures, which will without doubt prove second to none when
237 deploy to Afghanistan later this year.

Pre Karaoke throat lubrication
14th SIGNAL REGIMENT (ELECTRONIC WARFARE)
REGIMENTAL ASSOCIATION
The 14 Sig Regt Association was created just over a year ago
with a view to helping all current and former members of the
Regt, all ranks, all cap badges, all nationalities, to keep in touch
and most importantly to have a reunion every year.
Last year's reunion was a huge success and this year we hope
will be even better. The reunion will take place on 13 October
2007 at The Bridge House Hotel in Dorset all are welcome.
For more information visit the Association website at

Before the ex finished, a few of the Sqn with prior commitments
to athletics travelled in the very early hours of Wednesday
morning to compete in the Morrison Cup! The rest finished 12 hrs
later and returned home ready for confirmatory trg with the
Coldstream Guards and 40 Cdo Bde in a month's time!
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www.army.mod.uk/royalsjgnals/14sjqregV14sra
or follow the link from the 14 Sig Regt homepage.
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Green, pulled on his old walking boots! Many thanks go to SSgt
O'Neil and all the instructors for their hard work in organizing this
AT package.

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col Justir: Hodges
W01 Brian sr.eard

The pace of life at the Regt remains at a high temp.1 on all fronts,
with the Regt recently making history as the first Royal Signals
unit to undertake a tour of full ceremonial public duties. With a
large element away in London leading the Bde into its public
duties commitment, the remainder is focused on reconstitution
and preparation for the forthcoming ARRC ex season. There have
also been plenty of opportunities for Ar and sport over the last
couple of months, with the Regt well represented at the Morrison
Cup, and a challenging multi-activity exped to Bavaria taking
place. With the introduction of new eqpt and the build up trg for
next year's deployment to Afghanistan, life over the coming
months will continue to be as vibrant.
PUBLIC DUTIES
Since arriving in London the Sqn has been working flat out to
provide the guards at Buckingham Palace, St James' Palace, The
Tower of London and Windsor Castle.

Thursday was the day that brought the most spectators; most
arriving to see the Tug-of-War competition. Due to the limited
number of females in the Regt, we had managed to find 8 willing
volunteers who were trained as best as possible in the limited
timeframe available by Cpl Barnett.

spent her last days before being beheaded , and overlooks the
scaffold where Henry VIII did away with many of his foes.
Sig Usher also took part in the historic Ceremony of the Keys as
the lantern
bearer, where
the Yeoman
Warders lock
up the Tower
for the night
as they have
done every
night since
1340. "I feel
very proud to
have been
selected for
public duties,"
she said, "I
wouldn't have
turned it down
for the world."

We knew we had a challenge ahead of us but we were all positive
and hoping to do well. After 2 days of uncharacteristically hot
weather for Blandford, everyone was beginning to feel the heat.

With the Guards Division tied up with other commitments, the
Sqn has had a lion's share of the duties, often mounting and
dismounting on alternate days. Tourists this summer have been
just as likely to see a signaller on sentry as they have a
guardsman.

LCpl Pun relieves the Welsh Guard sentries
.
outside the Palace and marches to the guardroom 16 Sig Regt
wi ll continue
to represent 1 Sig Bde on guard in London until the middle of
August when 22 Sig Regt will take over the responsibility.

As the fi rst Royal Signals unit ever to perform a full tour of
ceremonial public duties, a lot of pride and hard work has gone in
to maintaining the high standards of appearance and drill
demanded of the Sqn. More than one official has commented on
the exemplary standards set by the Sqn, who have shown that
they are easily capable of performing as well as or better than
The Guards.

EXERCISE ALPINE VENTURE BACKSTOP

MORRISON CUP ATHLETICS AND TUG-OF-WAR

Thirtyfive members of the Regt embarked on an epic minibus
road trip to the Bavarian Hills to catch up on some hard earned
AT. This would take the form of a multi-activity package
consisting of hill walking Qed by 2Lt Grande, 2Lt Smith, FofS
Rogan, and SSgt O'Neil), kayaking (SSgt Pavier) and rock
climbing (SSgt Randelson and SSgt Kielty).

On 22 May 07, a male and female team left Elm pt on their way to
Blandford to compete in the 2007 Morrison Cup Athletics and
Tug-Of-War competitions. After a strong performance at the
British Army (Germany) Athletics at the start of the month, we
were hopeful of some good results.
After a long journey, and some confusion over the sleeping
arrangements, we finally settled down in the early hours of
Wednesday morning. Bright and early both teams were at the
track and ready to go whilst the team captain , Lt Roach, received
the morning brief. Due to the size of the teams, most people
were having to compete in several events and not necessarily
ones that they would have originally chosen; SSgt Herbert tried
her hand at the Hammer and long distance runner 2Lt
Macdonald made an appearance in the 400m.

As well as the soldiers providing the ceremonial guard and ORF
functions , there is a team headed up by SSgt Baxter and SSgt
Young dedicated to the complicated logistics involved in
preparing and transporting kit and pers to the various locations in
central London, at the times required. They also have to press the
uniforms and make the endless preparations necessary for the
show to run smoothly. 'We barely slept for the first 72 hours,"
said Cpl Norton who works on the admin team, "but now that we
are into a routine and have found the best way of doing things,
it's a lot better."
"The experience has been a special one and the guys have
certainly been making the most of it," said Cpl Johnson. "I know
a few of the
younger lads have
been basking in the
attention they get
when walking
around in their
number ones!"
As the Sqn
continues to break
new ground, Sig
Usher is believed
to be the first
woman to stand
guard outside the
infamous Queen's
House at the Tower
of London. The
Tudor building is
where Anne Boleyn

After settling into the REME Lodge in Sontetoftan (duvets and
table tennis included!) we set about busying ourselves with the
necessary admin to allow the following 10 days to run smoothly.
The first evening was spent with the various instructors around
the dinner table planning: arduous walking routes, trying to
include as many Mountain Cafes as possible; climbing routes, to
produce as many "Elvis shaky leg" impressions as possible; and
kayaking lesson plans, to provide as many humorous wet pants
incidents as possible.
Over the next few days we experienced everything from snow
covered ridges to chilly capsizing drills, LCpl Goodgame in
particular enjoyed the capsizing part of his 2 days kayaking!
We were fortunate enough that the chief instructor at the lodge
offered his skills as a Klettersteig leader towards the end of our
time in Bavaria. With LCpl Chan, Cpl Morris and 2Lt Mcphun all
enjoyed the thrills of climbing up steel ladders and scrambling
along ridge lines on a few somewhat testing routes!
On the final day a number of the group took part in an excursion
to the infamous "Chitty Chitty Bang Bang" Castle in Fusson,
which much to the delight of everyone proved to be up yet
another steep hill! Back at the lodge a rather impressive BBQ had
been prepared, which along with the 2 allotted cans of beer
everyone thoroughly enjoyed.

Sig Usher, the lantern bearer at the
Ceremony of the Keys

Overall the ex was a very enjoyable and challenging experience
for everyone involved, from LCpl Fletcher overcoming his shaky
legs at the top of an abseil to LCpl Cowell discovering the joys
of walking uphill for 2 entire days, even the OC, Maj Alison-

However despite this we had some outstanding performances
with LCpl Lewis coming 1st in the 400m Hurdles and selected to
represent the Signals in the Army Athletics. Sig Abouda placed
2nd in the 1OOm and Sig Dowle competed in a 1ump-off in the
High Jump before claiming Silver.

LCpl Chan, Cpl Morris and 2Lt Mcphun on one of the more
challenging routes in the Bavarian Hills

The Regiment's female tug-of-war team on the pull
We weighed in and unfortunately we were 40kg under the
maximal weight - an unwanted disadvantage. Nevertheless, we
walked out proudly and pulled our best, the elation at winning the
first pull was quickly dashed as we realised the weight advantage
of the other teams.
The definit ive wins at the BA(G) Athletics were not to be emulated
at Blandford that day but tired, elated and a bit sunburnt we left
Blandford to start our journey home.

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT
(AIR SUPPORT)
co

Lt Col DA Craft
W01 (RSM) S Mayell

RSM

This has been a highly successful and active time for the Regt,
achieving outstanding results in the Morrison Cup as well as
success in the Birtwistle Pennant for recruiting. Each Sqn
deployed on AT as well as mil trg exs in May, breaking up the
work routine before the full force of the Bowmanisation trg
process bore down on the Regt. The calendar remains full , of
course, and the Regt has some busy times ahead as we return to
the ex cycle with more capable eqpt, looking forward to some
Mission Rehearsal exs in the coming months, while still
maintaining the elusive 'work/life' balance.
HQ SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj PA Horton BEM
W02 G Chapman

There have been some notable farewells in HQ Sqn since our last
sitrep, particularly in the Sqn Management teams:
The OC - Maj Paul Horton to QM(T), HQ SOinC(A) (mentally
scarred by certain people "yanking his chain")
The 21C - Capt Pete Griffiths to QM 34 Sig Regt M (mentally
scarred by never ending CRs)
The SSM - W02 Gaz Chapman to SMI SCLM, 4 Mil Trg Sqn at
Blandford (you can 't mentally scar what's not there)
The QM(T) - Capt Chris Kidd to QM 1 Mech Bde Sig Sqn (still
fishing - even on Ops)
The Asst Ops Offr - Capt Mel Mccorry to Blandford ("What do
you mean grumpy? Cheery, light heartedness is my middle
name")
The Regtl YofS - W01 (Now Capt) Mark Holden to 16 Sig Regt
as the Tfc Offr (Compulsory change of first name to Tarqum)
The AQMS - W02 Tam Connelly (on promotion) (Don't worry

...
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Tam, the Trade Union will live long and prosper)
The RQ(T) - W02 Steve Crocks to SSM, 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig
Regt (an SSM with a dog called Sky!)
SSgt Jock Castle to Civilian Life (Run Forrest, Run!)
SSgt Steve Pope to Civilian Life (Been working on his Plumbers
Crack for years)
Sgt Liz Fielding to Civilian Life {CCC: to Civilian Domestic
Engineer)
To say Sqn life has been quiet would be a downright lie - it just
hasn't been as sexy as normal. Dll, JPA and Regtl Bowman
Conversion have been to the fore and as frustrating to this unit as
it has been and will be to others. But it has to be said that the
Sqn is looking forward to getting back into Regtl exs and hope to
return to Sennybridge or Barrybudden as soon as it is possible as long as it means several nights away from camp in a cold, wet,
God forsaken trg area. To all those who have recently arrived all the best and enjoy the stay!

The final 2 Stages are 42.2km (marathon distance) and 12km.
The marathon stage is known as the last real challenge and has a
reputation for ending more competitors' races than the 70.km
stage. My feet were still doing OK and I got through the first
38km with few problems, but the last 4 were torture, as again I hit
the wall. Having learnt my lesson, this time I refused to stop and
hobbled through to the finish. The final stage is across the
Merzuga sand dunes which are th~ largest in. th~ world ~nd I had
?km of them to cover. Crossing this ground 1s like walking
through thick liquid, and it drained what little strength I had after
the first few steps. From then on I was thinking only about
putting one foot in front of the other until the finish line but even
that was desperately hard.

MARATHON DES SABLES 2007 - by LCpl Keith Evans

he chucked in a wild card (a pair of size 22 knickers) worth 1000
points and to his surprise the last group through managed to get
hold of a pair. Those among us that know Sig Michelle Dougan
would not be surprised where she got them. Staff Mulligan then
graciously modelled them for the whole squadron at the skit
evening on Thursday night. On the Friday we had half a day of
comd tasks and then the time was our own until Sunday morning,
with some of the lads going to watch the Army v Navy rugby on
the Saturday at Twickenham.
We began our AT Ex ADVENTUROUS DRAGON on the Sunday
morning. This final week consisted of kayaking, hill walking,
sailing, rock-climbing and night fishing . Everyone thought this
would be brilliant, we had enjoyed a first week of sunshine and
we expected a second, but yes, we were disappointed with the
weather. However, on the upside, we were allowed out now into
Weymouth with no curfew. A hardcore few managed the 6 nights
on the trot, LCpls Magee and Grove being among the elite few.
Even with the miserable weather everyone managed to keep
themselves busy and enjoy their time on the activities.
We arrived back to barracks Friday afternoon with empty wallets,
tired and hungover but still with smiles on our faces all gaining
something beneficial from the 2 week ex.

The Marathon Des Sables is a 230km race across the Sahara
desert in Morocco. Runners are entirely self sufficient, carrying
everything they need to survive including food, through
temperatures that regularly reach 50°C. The route is split into 6
stages that run over 7 days, with daily distances ranging from
12km on the final stage to ?Okm on the 4th stage, covering the
most inhospitable terrain in the world.

INDIATROOP

oc

2Lt M Tremelling
SSgt P Cooper

SSgt
The first stage is known as the acclimatisation stage, and is
designed to give you a feel for the race and let you know what it's
really about. This is your first experience of what you've been
preparing for over the past year and yet still some runners will be
beaten. Stages 1 to 3 are quite similar in distance and terrain, all
are between 30 and 35km, covering 6 to 8km of sand dunes on
each stage. Stage 2, however, had two huge mountains to climb
which took their toll, and even ended some competitors' races.
Not only were they steep, but the second one was covered in
liquid-like sand, making it nigh on impossible to climb. My feet
were doing OK though, and I was making good time so far. In the
back of my mind I knew Stage 4 would be a killer, and was wary
of overdoing things at this stage.

- by Sgt Chris Cant

Long flat sections with hilly sections give you plenty to look
forward to
This is the second time I have completed the race, but at a price.
I've pushed myself to the limit of what I'm physically capable of
doing, and tried to push past it. A year's trg and a week to
complete and still I felt under prepared, but I've experienced
massive highs and devastating lows during this race. I had plenty
of time to think about my father who died from cancer and gave
me the reason for doing this. The Mary Butterwick Hospice did
an amazing job caring for my father before he died and I only
hope I've done enough to say thank you with the money I've
raised competing in this race.
220 SIGNAL SQUADRON
QC
SSM

Maj G Lamb
W02(SSM) W Dunbar

GOLF TROOP
QC
SSgt

Lt R Boardman
SSgt P Jones

EXERCISES SCORPION STING AND ADVENTUROUS
DRAGON - by LCpl Jones
Soft ground and steep terrain take their toll on all competitors
The first 3 Stages leave all competitors mentally and physically
tired, but Stage 4 is the one everyone dreads. It is 70km of pure
hell including 20km of dunes, with the stage extending into the
night to make it also very psychologically demanding. Here is
where I hit the wall, and I hit it hard. After completing 64km in
just over 10 hrs I collapsed at the final checkpoint, 6km from the
finish line and didn't wake up for 8 hrs. I was physically ruined
and totally devastated but still in the race, finishing the 4th stage
in the knowledge that the competitive side of my race has now
gone and it was just about finishing.
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During the first 2 weeks in May, we started our MATTs and mil trg
phase of Ex SCORPION STING. We arrived at our location
around midday and after all the admin was sorted out we cracked
on with the super-six set of MATTs, where everyone reluctantly
stayed awake throughout the presentation. The next 3 days was
a round robin consisting of a range day, BCDT, CBRN and map
reading. Our map reading MATT was a bit different than your
usual, SSgt (SQMS) Mulligan was running the ex and set up a
points scheme. On your way through the checkpoints if you
retrieved any items on said list, say an egg or a feather, you could
get 5 points. However, for the more ambitious of those out there
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The on-going asbestos issue has finally been cleared up and we
have been allowed back into our newly refurbished (yet still old
and shabby) hangar. India Tp has a new Tp Comd, with Lt Jonny
Paulin posted to ATR Litchfield and 2Lt Matt Tremelling taking
over. The Tp has lost many valuable members including Sig
Jase Crabb to 19 Light, Sig Moobs Carver to 14 Sig Regt, Sig
Robbodinio Robinson to 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt and
Cpl DJ Latham to 1 Sqn. We've also lost LCpl Robin Cornwall
who is posted to "Civvy" street. Out with the old and in with the
new - we have gained a few new members: Sig Zanone from 16
Sig Regt, Cpl Sunderland from 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
and LCpl Kent from 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn.
HOTEL TROOP

oc
Tp Sgt

Lt Julie Williams
Royal Australian Corps of Signals
Sgt D Weatherstone

The Tp would firstly like to welcome Lt Julie Williams on her Ex
LONG LOOK exchange visit, in exchange for our recently arrived
Tp OC 2Lt Alice Curtis and LCpl Jim Carey on their 4 month
detachment to the Royal Australian Corps of Signals. Lt
Williams has already made a big impact on the Regt with a
gentle 43km amble over the Welsh countryside. We welcome Sgt
Dunc Excell from 602 TACP on promotion and Sig Ashley
Reynolds from the ASS.
Congratulations go out to SSgt Matt Witham who left Hotel Tp
on promotion to Glasgow UOTC All the best go out to him and
his family in the future from all who have served with him during
his time in Colerne. The Tp also says goodbye to Sig Tom
Kelbrick who leaves the Army to join the Fire Brigade.
The Sqn has recently returned from a 12 day package in the
English Riviera of Weymouth, where we carried out this year's
MATI package for the first week and then proceeded on to a
week of AT based around the local area.
It is still unknown how Sgt Dave Weatherstone managed to
capsize his boat whilst not actually being in the boat, this was all
under the watchful eye of W02(YofS) Andy Mount who
successfully drowned half of the Sqn as IC sailing. However
YofS Mount capsized his own boat whilst showing off to the
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students, obviously this was as part of the instruction on the
capsize drills.
We are now gearing up in readiness for Ex READY SCORPION
with the Sqn currently undergoing Bowman conversion.
Following this we will be deploying on Ex KUSH DRAGON in
support of Joint Helicopter Command.
SUPPORT TROOP

oc
Tp Sgt

Capt S Church
Sgt R Evans

We would like to welcome to the Sqn: SSgt (FofS) Warren
Quinn, who is taking over from SSgt (FofS) Paul Landreagan,
who is soon to depart to sunnier climates.
The Tech Workshop welcomes new arrivals Cpl Dave Allen, Cpl
Aaron Hull and Cpl Joe Malugu.
We would like to say goodbye to Sgt Stan Stanley, who is off to
18 Sigs, Cpl Al Thurston , who is off to Civ Div and LCpl John
Barratt, who is off to the mighty 1 (UK) Div.
In the MT, new arrivals are LCpl Scotty Johnson and LCpl
Barrett. They would like to say goodbye to LCpl Dudley, Sig
Joseph and Sig Kelly, who are all moving onto to new postings.
Sqn Ops has seen the arrival of Sgt Steve Thomas, just arrived
from 19 Lt Bde, and waiting to fill Cpl Ross Dourley's boots!!
Also congratulations to Ross for recently being selected for
promotion to Sgt.
MORRISON CUP
On the 23 and 24 May, 21 Sig Reg athletics team made their way
to Blandford to participate in the Morrison Cup. With a great
representation from around the Corps and fantastic weather on
both days, the competition was fierce and very closely run until
the very end. Outstanding performances on both days saw the
trophies brought back to the Regt with a 1st in the male and 1st
in the female teams.
For the females, the most notable performances came from Lt
Dyer - 1st in Discus and 2nd in High Jump, Sig Delauro -1st in
1500m and LC pl Thomas - 1st in 800m. A special mention must
go to Sig Dougan, who not only competed on both days in heats
and finals of 100m, 200m and 4 x 1OOm relay, but was also a
member of the 2nd place team in the female Tug-of-War
competition - well done!
For the men's team a special mention goes to SSgt Jock Castle
and Cpl Kev Conlon who both competed in their 'final' Morrison
Cup. If the stories are true, they both started competing in the
competition when Kris Akabussi was a member of the Corps!
Their efforts on Day 1 helped 'launch' the team in the right
direction for the remainder of the competition. Other outstanding
male performances came from Capt Keith - 1st in Hammer, 1st
in Pole Vault and 1st in Javelin, Sig Maosa - 1st in the 400m and
the 4 x 400m team (Cpl Cole, Cpl Conley, Cpl Gill and Sig
Morris) coming 1st.
The day was well supported by members of the 21 Sig Regt
Officers, WOs' and Sgts' Messes and was rounded off with the
following members of the Regt selected to represent the Corps at
the inter Corps Athletics Championship being held at the
Tidworth Oval on 6 June 07:
Lt Dyer
Cpl Conlon
Cpl Taylor
LCpl Thomas
Sig Delaura
Sig Morris
A special mention must also go out to the Regt Tug-Of-War
teams who all achieved 2nd place in their pulls!
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A fantastic start to the season. we look forward to an extremely
successful season; very well done to all participants.

and allowed some of us to experience something new and
exhilarating and others to have good plain fun!

been replaced by other members of the Regt. Then we can look
forward to the joys of Bowmanisation along with the rest of the
Regt.

EXERCISE TROPICAL STORM - by LCpl Macdonald
Ex TROPICAL STORM is a 6 week ex of both mil and
civilian aircraft providing medical evacuation cover to
Belize. I was primarily attached to 25 Flight AAC,
BATSUB, and I was a ground crewman with
responsibilities including refueling and providing comms
for the aircraft. The Flight only required a Forward Air
Refueling Point (FARP) deployed for the final week.
However, I was required to deploy early to help support 1
Scots as a radio operator. The only problem was that 1
Scots had already converted to Bowman and I was not yet
trained; so it was a little embarrassing asking a pte from
the inf for a comms lesson! I soon picked it up, though,
and after a week working with them, I got moved on again
and for the rest of the ex worked with the RE, still in the
ops room and still using Bowman. After the ex, we were
all able to go on R&R. Most people went to Cancun,
Mexico, but I was lucky enough to go to Cancun with 25
Flight before I deployed into the fd. Not wanting too much
of a good thing, I went to San Pedro, a small island just off
the coast of Belize; it was an absolute paradise and a great
end to a most enjoyable experience.

The Regiment's athletes and Tug-of-War teams

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj I Blower
W02 W Dunbar

This has been a busy 2 month period, getting through the bulk of
Bowmanisation as well as learning to administrate ourselves over
the vagaries of JPA - instead of the vagaries of the AGC. For a
time we lived with both, which has certainly made life interesting.
In May we deployed as a 'complete' Sqn on Ex UNITED TIGER,
which is covered below, while one of our lucky soldiers endured a
tough ex in Belize with the MC. We have also included
something from our det in Op HERRICK.
EX UNITED TIGER
Fifty members of 244 Sig Sqn, took up the opportunity for a
week's AT with earnest at the end of April.
Departing to Castlemartin Trg Area on the Sunday afternoon
everyone was in good spirits as the week was to include rock
climbing, kayaking, hill walking, clay pigeon shooting, land
yachting and lastly paintballing. Morale was increased even
further when we were met with sunshine (and the promise of 5
more days of itQ and the order from our OC, Maj Ian Blower that
there would be no curfew for the week (big boys rules)!
The first morning brought the requisite kit issues and every
morning, 4 groups were split down and sent on their merry ways
around South West Wales. Highlights of the week included Maj
Ian Blower being towed along during the kayaking to save him
getting dizzy, and Sigs Rachel McGinn, Sam Thomas and Jodie
Nelson 'withdrawing' from the sight of some hostile cows. 2Lt
Calvin Smith attempted some kamikaze manoeuvres in the
paintballing only to be turned back in a hail of paintballs and
some amusing skits on the last night that drew attention to the
acting skills of LCpl 'Mitch' Mitchell and Sig Tom Shearn
amongst others.
Evenings were spent either sampling the delights of Tenby,
cheering on the mighty Liverpool FC in the NAAFI Bar, or more
precisely practising our tug-of-war technique with numerous inter
troop 'tug offs' to discover the best 8 'tuggers' for the lnter-Sqn
competition later in May - many thanks to SSM 'Si' Lithgow for
his enthusiastic organisation of this.
The whole week was organised and well run by 2Lt Calvin Smith.
The facilities at Castlemartin were exactly what were required and
the packed lunches were certainly memorable! Lastly, a big thank
you to the instructors, who so expertly took each day's lessons
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JOINT HELICOPTER FORCE (AFGHANISTAN) SIGNALS
TROOP, OP HERRICK 5

oc
Sgt

Lt S Hall
Sgt D Rose

The Sigs Tp in Afghanistan consists of pers from both 21 Sig
Regt and also signals trained pers from the AAC Comd Tp. The
AAC pers play a vital role, as they are the only troops authorized
to carry out such tasks as filling crypto on the Apache
helicopters. They also offer a lot of experience to the Royal
Signals pers, who may not be familiar with working with
helicopters and the pilots who fly them. As well as having dets in
the larger camps of Afghanistan (Kandahar and Camp Bastion),
the Tp also has small detachments in Forward Operating Bases
(FOBs) in both Gereshk and Lashkar Gah. In addition, we keep
troops on standby, ready to deploy to other FOBs in support of
any planned ops in theatre.
Conditions within Kandahar Airfield, where the majority of the
troop are based with the JHF(A) Main HQ, are constantly
improving and have become quite comfortable for most. Despite
the improving weather the camp is still prone to quite torrential
downpours of rain, and despite the accn blocks being purpose
built, they still leak. LCpl Mark Stewart was unfortunate enough
to have his room leak straight onto his laptop in the middle of the
night and it hasn't worked since (the laptop, not LCpl Stewart!).
Other facilities on camp are of a good standard though and
recently, not to be outdone by the Americans and the Canadians,
the British NAAFJ have also opened up a coffee shop making the
total on camp now eight. In true British fashion, the Canadian
one remains the favourite of the Tp as it's the cheapest. Other
facilities include several gymnasiums and snack vans such as
Subway, Pizza Hut and Burger King. The gyms are used by a
majority of the Tp but our Tech SNCO, Sgt Wayne Topping still
confuses BFT with Burger King For Tea, and he duly heads in this
direction most nights.
When not on shift the Tp regularly plays 5-a-side football on a
local pitch with some mixed resu lts. LCpl 'P' Pindeni would only
play if he didn't have to run for the ball and LCpl Alex Shennan
did lots of running without actually getting the ball. When not
doing any PT or sports, the Tp relaxes by watching DVDs or TV
and despite the time difference we are lucky enough to see most
of the sports events from the UK.
Several of us are now looking forward to returning to Colerne and
catching up on leave - and spending our op bonuses - having
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OPERATION TELIC 9 - JOINT HELICOPTER FORCE
- by Sgt SF Lovell
1 deployed on OP TELIC 9 in December 2006 as the J6 SNCO in
a joint Royal Signals/Royal Marines section of the Joint Helicopter
Force (JHF), based at the Basrah Contingency Operating Base
(COB). Having already been part of OP TELIC 1 in 2003, I was
confident I knew what I was going into. On arrival however, I was
to see things had changed quite a lot. On my first night we came
under rocket attack 8 times, a good benchmark, as this was to
continue for the remainder of the tour. This tour was to be far
more dangerous than the first time I was there during the war of
2003. It had turned into the old Northern Ireland type scenario.
The attachment of 2 American Apache attack helicopters helped
to deter the insurgents briefly but they were soon recalled back to
their unit up in the north.

Although our accn was in transit tents, we made the best of it
and made it quite homely. The welfare package available to the
troops is quite good but it could be better. The gym was always
packed, due to a lack of eqpt and only a few internet terminals
were available. Although all of these facilities were greatly
appreciated, I couldn't help but wonder if they could have been
made better if every man and his dog didn't have a top of the
range Land Rover Discovery to drive around camp in. The food
on tour was definitely the highlight though and a distinct
improvement from my first experiences. In 2003 we had watery
noodles and whatever we could steal off of the Americans (only
they could send aid packages to one of the hottest deserts in the
world containing dried crackers and peanut butter!). However,
this time round, the food was contracted out to a Sri Lankan
company (not a military chef in sight!). From salad bars, omelette
bars, curry stations, panini bars and toasty bars the quality and
choice far exceeded the standard back in my mess in the UK. All

topped off with an ice cream machine; morale in a big silver box!
The Clansman/Bowman interoperability was an issue with the
helicopters, as was the lack of secure comms to the Lynx.
Hopefully, this will be resolved soon, enabling continuous secure
comms with the troops on the ground. Working in a Tri-Service
environment has been a brilliant experience, learning many new
things about the other two services or the other three, as the
Royal Marines kept harping on about. The Navy had a very
professional work hard, play hard ethos, while the RAF appeared
to be pacing themselves much more carefully.
The only low point of the tour was attending too many
repatriation parades. For the duration of the tour, our thoughts
were and always will be with the friends and families of those
brave men and women who tragically had their lives cut short
doing the job they loved.
All in all, my tour with the JHF has been an outstanding and
thoroughly enjoyable time, working in the professional op
environment that we all sign up for.

Lack of pistols doesn 't stop the training

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col ND Fraser
W01 (RSM) PA Reed

Having raised the Regimental flag for the first time in 15 years
only 2 months ago on 2 April (a Monday), 22 Sig Regt is now a
"fledgling Regt". Most procedures have been put in place and
the rhythm of life here is settling down, albeit busy. We have
completed our first Regtl ex, providing trunk comms in support of
HQ 3 Div, where we identified plenty of lessons to be learned.
We deployed enough Ptarmigan assets to allow for Jots of moves
and also to keep comms in for the duration.
Attention is now being paid to the Formation Day parade and
festivities, which will take place on 27 July. Those who would like
to attend are encouraged to contact the RSM, or more
specifically, Mr Peter Cuckow at the Royal Signals Association
(fel: 01258 482 090).
The Regt has
continued the
good work of
making ties
with the local
community.
The 'Mayor
Making'
parade saw a
Tp sized
contingent
marching
through
The Regimental Flag flies high over Stafford
Stafford town
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centre; the excellent turn out and bearing of the troops drawing
appreciative applause from the sizeable crowd.
The Regtl football team has also formed and played its first
match on Saturday 9 June. The charity event was witnessed by
over 600 paying spectators, who enjoyed a lively match. The
Wirtey Old Boys put up a strong fight but honours were even with
a 0 - 0 scoreline.
The Regtl Rugby Union team has also had its first dust up. The
opponents came in the form of the RAF Tactical Supply Wing
(fSW), with whom we share the station but not the possession on
the pitch, a victory for us with a score of 20 points to 10.
Spiritual life in the Regt has also begun to flourish. A Regtl church
service has been held in the Station chapel by the Station
Officiating Chaplain, the Reverend John Davis, who will continue
to oversee the new Regt until the arrival of the Reverend Colin
Butler, who will take up his post as the Regtl Padre in August.
The large Gurkha contingent also had reason to celebrate with
the opening of their Temple.
The Regt would like to congratulate W01 (FofS) Karl Scaife on
his imminent commission on 21 June. As one member leaves the
Ops room, many have arrived. The Regt would like to extend a
warm welcome to the following new members of the Regtl Ops
team: Capt Dave Hughes as the Traffic Officer, Capt Erin
Brookes-Smith as the Tech Adjt, Capt Adey Fletcher as the
TOT, W01 (Supvr IS) Nicky Coombs and finally Sgt Smudge
Smith as the new Ops Sgt.
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217 SIGNAL SQUADRON

CAMP SOUTER - by Sgt John Colbert

Acting OC
SSM

The J1/J4 IOS team in Kabul have been kept very busy. If not on
the ranges in the mountains destroying old Russian tanks with a
GPMG or taking part in PT at 0630hrs every morning, they have
been travelling around to the smaller locations doing top cover
and hovering around roof tops with SUSATs checking suitability
for Drop 2 in June. Drop 1 did not go through without some
frustration but a great deal of knowledge, skills and experiences
were gained. Everyone is getting stuck-in, learning new skills, and
enjoying the challenges. Bring on Drop 2!

Capt P Stubbs
W02(SSM) Abbott

- by 2Lt Peter Crawley

217 Sig Sqn have been busy indeed since the last issue of -11e
Wire. Capt Phil Stubbs continues as the acting OC, in place of
Maj Steve Abram who is due in post in late June. Both are
surely looking forward to the move. Sqn HQ has just had
reinforcements in the form of W02 (SSM) Stuart Abbott - a
warm welcome to the new Sgt Maj. Things are set to improve
dramatically for the Sqn now that the Sqn HQ building is all but
complete. This should also create improvements in 12 Sig Gp HQ
as Capt Stubbs, until now a squatter there, is no longer an
'unwanted, homeless vagrant in our office', who 'smells worse
than Maj Jason Kennedy's dog'. Elsewhere in the Sqn,
celebrations erupted in A Tp as 2Lt Elliott Moore and SSgt
Somras realised that they had achieved 100% manning way
ahead of schedule. However, sobbing could be heard from the
office next door as 2Lt Peter Crawley, OC B Tp, was told that
SSgt Gaz Eastlake was going on 3 weeks leave. The young Tp
Comd has been very appreciative of the good efforts of both Cpl
Waring and Cpl Dodgson for all their hard work as Tp senior
NCOs. Their time at the helm of B Tp will be short lived however,
as the Tp and the Sqn get ready to welcome Sgt Dave Dowson.
Finally, news from theatre; the following reports have been
submitted by various dets from C Tp who are currently serving on
Op HERRICK delivering RU across the theatre of ops.
CAMP BASTION - by Sgt Lejgh Necrews
Things down here in Camp Bastion are rather quiet and the Det
pretty much runs itself - well when I say runs itself, what I mean
is LCpl Chris Malcolm runs the Det and the rest of us have to
check things with him, otherwise we feel his wrath. Never before
have I seen an IS Engr have such a great hold over people as he
does. The ladies on the Camp seem to be flocking round him like
flies round the proverbial? Perhaps they have realised that he is
the man to see about getting their laptops looked at? But poor
Sig Heron does not know where he is going wrong. He has been
pumping iron and flexing his muscles but perhaps the ladies
sometimes prefer brains and stimulating intellectual conversation,
rather than brawn. Sgt Necrews and Cpl Surendra, the seniors
in the Det, seem to be more reserved and easy going and are not
getting involved in any of this.
Will keep you updated in the upcoming months as we look
forward to the installation of Drop 2.

LASKAR GAR - by Sgt Andy Lloyd
The Det is now up and runni ng smoothly after encountering a few
issues early on, but these problems have ironed themselves out.
With a shift system now firmly in place everybody is getting down
to enhancing their tans and muscles using the excellent gym
facilities ... We are also assisting the one and only Telemech in the
Det, helping prepare the Bde HQ for the installation of a new
comms system.

KANDAHAR - by Cpl Luke Stracey
Life in Kandahar had been hectic whilst installing Drop 1. Luckily
for us, it had already been done by the 22 Sig Regt advance
party - Sgt Jon Colbert, Sgt Leigh Necrews and LCpl Chris
Malcolm, with the help of the USSO Team as well. After getting
our feet under the table, our first task was to erect a 30ft mast on
the top of a portacabin. With just 2 J1 / J4 engineers to complete
the job, one of whom, Sgt Ben Permmain (USSO), was dressed
up like an Eskimo on account of the fierce Afghan sun and his
ginger hair, you might have expected a problem or two ... but Cpl
Hindson, the Class 1 operator of the Kandahar team, wasn't
having any of it. He was dying to show off his true Operator skills
in mast erecting! Meaning items like winches would be too easy
since that's what a technician would use! Needless to say, when
the mast started to go up and began to lean over, and then lean
over more and more, it was decided the best thing to do would
be to keep going! When the mast fell , landing halfway across the
road and just missing the heads of people going by, a rethink was
needed and we opted for the old fashioned way of doing it
properly. All in all life is good and we're looking forward to Drop 2,
bring it on.
222 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj C Alexander
W02(SSM) Petts

Ex RED TRICORN is certainly not a new venture for 222 Sig Sqn
who, until recently, had been a part of 3(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt.
However, this year it had an altogether new feel to it. Not only did
the ex represent the first deployment of its size for 22 Sig Regt,
but also 222 OSC was able to get away from Div Main! From a
Regtl point of view, it was a resounding success. It involving
troops from all Sqns. While the familiar names of 248 Gurkha Sig
Sqn and 222 Sig Sqn were out in force, there was also a
presence from 217 Sig Sqn, deployed for the very first time since
its conception only a couple of months ago. Sp Sqn Echelon
also deployed along with the Ops team to begin testing
procedures and learn lessons for the future. In total there were 3
trunk nodes complete on the ground, plus a healthy handful of
Switching Centrals, representing the largest deployment of
Ptarmigan for some time.
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The first purpose built Gurkha Mandir in the British Army was
opened by Brig NA W Pope on 23 April 2007

All in all life is good!!

EXERCISE RED TRICORN - by Lt Charles Knott

Sgt Le gh Necrews and Cpl Surendra continue the good work In
the J1/J4 cell at Camp Bastion

movement of the network kept Comms in for the duration. As the
ex progressed , so did the scenario and before long the troops
were involved in some sizeable contacts with the enemy,
including one particular incident in which the CO's Rover Group
came under fire from an enemy hill top location. Combining with
the re-supply group the CO's group out-flanked the enemy
position and destroyed the 4 pers within. Four dead enemy who
should have thought better of taking on a group of 16!

The ex began on Swynnerton Trg Area, where an OPTAG style
package, and fd Pacex were conducted prior to the move down
the now familiar M6, before shaking out onto Salisbury Plain.
Naturally, Ptarmigan showed off some of its trademark
idiosyncrasies throughout the ex but careful planning and
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W01(YofS) Hutchinson chats to CO 22 and the RSM at SSgt
Millers Trunk Node during Ex RED TR/CORN

Not long after this event the enemy was defeated and we began
the long haul back to Stafford, our mission accomplished.
248 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
21C
SSM

Maj KA Jeeves (in Baghdad)
Capt Ratna
W02 (SSM) Surendra

took this opportunity to formally welcome the Colonel of the
Regiment to the Stafford Gurkha community. The Brig responded
with a moving speech containing useful information for
servicemen and families alike. With the formalities completed we
all now enjoyed the best of Nepali traditions. The children began
with some wonderful dances. The only group present able to
perform more beautifully than that, were the Gurkha Ladies who
had us all captivated for ages. At one point the Brig was invited
to lead us in a dance and responded with a noble effort, though
the gleeful smiles of the children perhaps indicated that he got a
few steps ... out of time. With plenty of excellent food on offer and
drin ks flowing, the evening ended all too quickly, though we did
enjoy our favourite 'Khusiko Natch', which is the Gurkha way of
having a dance off.

The Sqn starts by remembering the Tp sized deployment
currently serving in Baghdad. Maj Karl Jeeves recently deployed
again to Baghdad after his extended R&R to relieve Capt Russell
Plested who has now returned to Stafford to pack his kit for
Australia - welcome home, Saheb.
Those still deployed look forward to mid July when their tour is
due to end. Those of us in Stafford have been busy preparing
ourselves for public duties in London for 3 months, commencing
in August this year. Between practicing for the Formation Day
parade and also public duties, our drill has never looked sharper.
THE INAUGURATION OF NEW TEMPLE AT MOD STAFFORD by LCp/ Chijkumar Gurung
Following the successful move of 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn from 21
Sig Regt, Colerne to 22 Sig Regt, Stafford in early 2007, the
construction of a new temple for Sqn pers and their families
within Beacon Barracks has been completed. The build phase
ended in mid April and the temple was officially inaugurated on
the evening of 23 April 2007. All Sqn SNCOs and their wives
assembled with Pundit Atmaram Cahal in the Temple at 0800hrs
on the day of the opening in order to conduct the initial prayer
and to burn the first incense.
Half an hour later, the Sqn pars joined the assembly. With
everyone present, the Temple was brought to life with the singing
of sacred psalms. We then enjoyed a enlightening religious
sermon by Pundit, which kept the Sqn pars and their families
spellbound until dispersal time.
The Sqn and guests re-assembled in the Temple for the official
inauguration at 1900hrs. Colonel of the Regiment, Queen's
Gurkha Signals, Brig NAW Pope cut the ribbon to signify the
opening of the Temple. After a brief ceremony, everyone involved
was invited to an evening function held in a beautifully decorated
and transformed junior ranks mess. OC 248, Maj Karl Jeeves,
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MOD Stafford based Gurkha personnel worshipping their Goddess

Finally, the establishment of the new Temple at MOD Stafford will
certainly make history, not just because of the fact that it s the
first purpose built temple for the Gurkhas in the British Army but
mainly for the symbol it represents. The Temple is emblematic of
the presence of Gurkhas in Stafford; it symbolises permanency
and the integration of all Gurkha pers serving within 22 Sig Regt.
Let us hope that it brings lasting good, not just for the Gurkhas of
this Regt and not just for the Queen's Gurkha Signals but also for
the Bde of Gurkhas as a whole.
SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj D Craig
W02(SSM) Collins
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As with the rest of the Regt, this dept continues to expand. A
warm welcome is extended to Capt Tom Lappin, the new 21C
Sqn/ MTO.
QM (A) DEPARTMENT
QM(A)
ROMS (A)

Maj T Smith
W02(RQMS)

Comb,~

Another busy period for the dept as the development of the
Camp and providing sp to the Regt continues at pace. The
structure of the QM (A) dept has also developed and on the
civilian front we welcome Pete Evans, Carole Chambers and
Paul Hignett as SOG D, Clerk and Clothing Storekeeper
respectively. Also a warm welcome to W02(RQMS) Al Combe
from 63 Sig Sqn and fond farewell to W02(RQMS) Russ Haynes
who leaves us for a well earned rest at 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig
Regt, looking considerably more weathered than when he arrived!
ENGINEERING SUPPORT TROOP
TpOC
Tp SSgt

W01(FofS) Scaife
SSgt Rudd

Firstly the Tp would like to say a fond farewell to W01(FofS) Karl
Scaife who is leaving the fold on commissioning and who is
going to JHQ for a well earned rest, not! We would like to wish
him all the best and good luck for the future. W01 (FofS) Mark
Claxton has already arrived from 15 Sig Regt to take over the
role; he is busy running around on handover, yet has somehow
managed to find all the local nightspots already!
The Regt recently deployed on Ex RED TRICORN and were ably
supported by Eng Sp Tp with their shiny new tool kits, which
came in handy on the guard post! This proved to be a good
learning experience, especially for the younger members of the
Tp, as it gave them some 'hands on' knowledge of Ptarmigan in
the field.
The Tp is now up and running and the processes are nearly all in
place thanks to the efforts of all members. Eqpt is already
starting to gather dust on the shelving as it awaits spares or time.
Sgt Eddie Edwards is at last getting to do an op tour (Hooray!)
and is busy preparing for a 6-month tour of Afghanistan on Op
HERRICK. Don't worry Eddie, the work will still be here when you
get back!
LAD REME

oc
ASM

Capt I Sands REME
W01 (ASM) Smith REME

The LAD have been very busy over the past few months, trying to
get the Regt's vehs ready for the recent Sqn exs, Exs RED
TRICORN and HOPTON KHUKURI.
The lads and lasses of the LAD have worked hard and often
extended hours in order to meet the Regt's ex requirements.
The LAD has even had its part to play in the preparations for the

Formation Day parade, Cpl Barrett (Rec Mee) was called back
from Sp Sqns MATTs week at Penally Camp, Tenby so he could
recover earth-moving eqpt from the future parade square so that
TA engineers could level and grade th e ground. All in a days
work!

co

Lt Col SL Streete MBE TD
W01(RSM) McGrail

The last few weeks have seen a great deal of change within the
Regt's Regular staff. Maj Ros Brown has now moved on to
pastures new in Germany, handing over the role of Ops Maj to
Maj Pete Griffiths, who joins us from a staff post at Blandford fresh from HQ SOinC and raring to go! We bade farewell to the
RSM, W01 McGrail, and the YofS, W02 Cochrane, both of
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Individual

UCpl Ford

Team Winners
Team Third

31 Sig Regt B Team
31 Sig Regt A Team

Champion Unit Team Team Winners

31 Sig Regt A Team

Individual Champion
Runner up
Rifle

W01 Cahill

Individual Champion
Third
Rifle (AGC)

Cpl Lafferty

Champion Rifle Team

o n Ex RED TRICORN , after deciding to show his lads a perfect
demonstration on how to use the puffing billies safely, SSgt Tiff
Bolton then went on to show how it should not be done when he
poured a full bowl of boiling water over his foot. Showing the
true determination and moral courage of the REME, he tried to
solider on but after a couple of days of hobbling around he finally
went to see a medic.
Cpl Reilly recently represented the Corps in an end of season
inter corps competition in Blandford, where he received a trophy
for being the player of the season, which cost him a crate of beer
towards the next LAD function - that will teach him!
MAYOR MAKING PARADE - by Sgt Reynolds AGC SPS
After being informed by the RAOWO, W02(SQMS) Darren Ward
that I'd volunteered for the Mayor Making Parade on Sunday 20
May, I set off to find out what it was all about. I had taken part in
the Remembrance Day Parade last year and was confident that
my drill was up to scratch, only to be told that we would be doing
rifle drill on the parade. For the majority of us, like me, it was the
first time we had done rifle drill since basic trg and we found
ourselves looking to the younger members of the parade for
some guidance. W02(SSM) Darren Collins had the unenviable
task to getting us up to a standard where we wouldn't make fools
of ourselves on the day. Our first drill session highlighted just
how rusty we all were, so certain choice phrases were offered in
order to motivate us.
With only a week to practise, time was against us and an
intensive programme was drawn up. By the day of the parade
we were all confident that our hard practice would pay dividends.
The coach dropped us off on the outskirts of the town centre and
we formed up ready to march in to the memorial where the Mayor
of Stafford Borough, Cllr Brian Price and dignitaries were to
meet. We were given the order "Parade, by the right forward
March". Unfortunately the weapons were still in the shoulder and
not in the slope and I set off 'tick tocking '. Being the right hand
marker, I put everyone else out of step and it took just a little
while to recover. We marched down to the Memorial where we
were met by the Mayor and the town dignitaries for wreath laying
and the sounding of Last Post.
After all the speeches were given, we formed up again in the road
behind the Cadet band to perform the march through the town
centre. W01 (RSM) Reed took his place at the front of the
Parade and set us off. We soon got a swagger on as we saw the
crowds lining the route and the Mayor up on the platform.
Unfortunately, Sgt Bailey's tights came down just as the RSM
gave the order for the eyes right, she lost the step trying to pull
them back up which in turn put every man behind her out of step.
We marched to the finish point without further incident to the
relief of us all.

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
RSM

Best Female Rifle

whom have been posted to Blandford and whilst the RSM slot is
being gapped until mid-July, W02(YofS) Bailey has just arrived
and is settling in. The new Ops Maj and YofS have arrived at a
quiet time, just before the Regt deploys on its Annual Camp to · ··
the Outer Hebrides, Germany and Belgium - not quite the normal
TA Camp to Salisbury Plain! Cpl Abbott, one of our PSI (fechs),
has also been posted and has begun his AAC pilot trg, have
passed their rigorous selection process - all wish him well and
hope for a bit of Apache sp for future exsl
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Maj Ros Brown hands over to Maj Pete Griffiths as Ops Major

As ever the Regt has maintained a busy trg programme, with at
least two Bde level exs taking place, including the Regt being
tested at 2 (NC) Sig Bde's CPX. Pers have competed in the
Corps OSC and the TA National Orienteering and the LAD
partook in this year's Ex SOUTHERN CRAFTSMAN. All teams
managed to bring back yet more silverware for the Regt 's
cabinets. As well as trg, we had the 'pleasure' of an ECI and it
appears we have done sufficiently well with the limited time and
resources available for 'ECI ' work to be done. The Regt ensured
it supported the Army v Navy rugby match with groups deploying
from most Sqn TA centres to Twickenham, where all ensured a
good time was had. Some of the Regt 's officers then continued
the social theme the following week at the Corps Officers' Dinner
Night at the Savoy.

The Regiment's 'sharp shooters' with the CO and RSM

Mention should be made of the 2 firers in the top 6 of the Corps
and 2 firers in the top 6 for the AGC. By midday the A team had
realised that they were here for a good time, not a long time, and
were reconciled to the fact that the B Team were kicking their
bottoms around the range. The successful "31 B Team" was
made up of Lt Sam Osei-Agyemang , Sgt Paul Milner, LCpl
Sarah Ford, LCpl Paul Yarlett and Sig Goodchild. One of the
highlights of the weekend was Capt Lee McEvoy realising that
aiming off for all the trg weekends really does mean that your rifle
isn't zeroed! Ever the bridesmaid, W01 Matt Cahill had to settle
for the silver bar for achieving 2nd position in the overall rifle
championship - another bar to add to his second place
medal. ... ..... how many is that in the collection now?

On a separate slant, JPA has arrived and hopefully this Regt is
not the only one still trying to work out how most functions work
and why one of our Sigs is down as a Capt in the HAC and a
YofS is in the RAOWO's post! The Regt's TA Soldiers' Grading
Board took place at RHO in Southfields at the end of May; the
results of which will be uncovered on the first day of Annual
Camp with some hopefully happy individuals getting the drinks in.
The focus of the Regt is now well and truly on Camp, which
should be an excellent and varied trg opportunity in new and
challenging surroundings. The majority are already buying their
mosquito creams in preparation for the Outer Hebrides, whilst the
lucky few are preparing their euros for exercising in Germany and
Belgium, under the watchful guidance of SSgt Baz Roberts, our
Ops SSgt.

Other members of the shooting squad were Lt Alex Orr, Sig Nick
Peare and Ctn Chris Magill (31 A Team), Lt James Cleary, Cpl
Liz Lafferty, Sig Funmi Osho, Sig James Fisher and Ctn
Malcolm Mclaren (31 C Team) and SSgt Mark Eastwood-Bell,
Sig Mark Bint and Sig Tom Moreland as individuals.

Finally, the Regt wishes all of our pers on ops a safe tour and
especially the newly promoted Capt Sam '0-A' Osei-Agyemang,
who has volunteered for mobilisation and deploys in late June stay safe!

The end of the shooting season was celebrated with a dinner
evening at Southfields, which also provided the opportunity to
say farewell and thank you to Maj Alan Walton who has, over the
past several years, run a very successful shooting team.

CORPS OPERATIONAL SHOOTING COMPETITION

PERMANENT STAFF MATTS WEEK - ISLE OF WIGHT

In keeping with tradition, the Regt entered 18 soldiers into the
CORPSOSC 2007, what used to be the Corps SAAM, making 3
team and 3 individual entries. This year's competition took place
at Ash Ranges over the period 13 - 20 Apr 07 with 137 TA
soldiers taking part in the R SIGNALS element. The Regt has a
strong tradition of doing well and whilst we were not as
successful as in previous years, the team did not let us down.
The results can be seen below and once again 31 Sig Regt came
away with a significant haul of silverware.

It was that time of year again and the Permanent Staff headed off
to the Isle of Wight to hone their skills and complete their
mandatory MATT Trg, along with some good old fashion 'team
building'. The time on the island was fun-filled as ever with some
fantastic summer weather to keep spirits up. As well as all the
daytime trg, the evenings were filled with briefs and other
classroom based MATTS mainly led by the Ops Maj, Maj Ros
Brown, and Sgt Del Richards.

Henry Whitehead Rifle
Team Winners
Match
Team Winners
Fibua Rifle Match
Team Runner Uo

31 Sig Regt
B Team
31 Sig Regt B Team
31 SiQ ReQt A Team

Association Rifle Match Team Runner Up 31 Sig Regt B Team
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There was of course some time set aside for the traditional fine
steak dinner night out, although the visit to the Sportsman's Rest
pub was quickly cut short when we discovered that it had no TV
- rather essential when the Champions League Final was on!
Other activities included a bit of cycling and time on the ranges,
and all together it was an enjoyable week with a great venue,
good weather, good quality trg and good company.
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83 (LONDON) SUPPORT SQUADRON (V)

oc

Maj TCrosby
W02 Harris

SSM

Following our change of title from HQ Sqn to 83 (L) Sp Sqn, the
Sqn is now also experiencing an enormous r"'anagement change.
Maj Alan Walton is transferring back to the HEME and moving to
a unit closer to his home town in Portsmouth, and Capt 'Dutch'
Holland has already moved down to command 56 Sig Sqn in
Eastbourne. The Sqn would like to thank both for their hard work
and commitment over the years and wish them luck with their
new posts. Taking over the Sqn as OC is Maj TerTY Crosby, who
has been working in RHQ for the last few months since joining
the TA after a full career in the Regular Army. With him comes a
new Sqn 21C, Capt Scott Bumby, who joins us from 71 Sig Regt
and who comes with a fresh approach and a lot to offer.
NATIONAL ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS - 19/20 MAY
For the first time in many years the Regt took part in the National
TA Orienteering Championships, which this year was on the open
fast terrain of Sennybridge. With the ex-Corps Team Manager
Maj TerTY Crosby now in the Regt, coaching took place for hours
on the Saturday, in preparation for Sunday's main event. In fact,
those trg nearly missed the FA Cup final due to the trg!
Sig 'Fish' Fisher provided the entertainment of the day mistaking
a whole forest block for a 3m wide piece of scrub on the map
and subsequently disappeared into the distance looking for it! He
also managed to cross a metalled road and swore blind he never
did - strange how he was on the wrong side then. That said, the
decent turnout for the trg was appreciated and hopefully more
volunteers will come out of the woodwork as the sport develops
at 31 Sig Regt.
Despite the banter and their relative novice status, the Regt had a
storming first outing sweeping 2 team titles and 3 individual titles:
U25Team
Ladies Team (Harris}
W21, LCpl Ali Rowsell
U25, Ctn Chris McGill
W40, Lt Col Sarah Streete

1st
1st
1st
1st
1st

The Sqn weekend actually saw most of the officers deploy off
with Regt Ops in support of 2 (NC) Sig Bde CPX, which left the
rest of the Sqn in the capable hands of Capt Dave Cornick. The
weekend itself was planned by YofS Phillips and SSgt Welsh.
The Saturday consisted of Det drills, Sqn Comd Post drills and
UK Ops eqpt related trg and on Sunday the Sqn completed a
CFT. The only down side to the weekend was learning that
England hadn't won the Eurovision song contest!
With a new QC come some new ideas - some good, some bad
and some out there with Pluto! However, the main event for the
Sqn in May was the "Friends, Families and Employers Day". The
TA Centre was opened on the Sunday for all the friends and
family of 5 Sqn members past and present. The day had been
planned by W02(SSM) Mark Taylor and consisted of a variety of
stands. There was a wide selection of the usual stands and
some slightly different ones. There was an observation post, with
a life like dummy made by Sgt Goodwin modelled on Lt Orr, a
medical tent and an FFR, a competition in the 22 range, the
coconut shy, the children's asslt course, the bungee run and most
importantly a display of the history of the Queen 's Own
Oxfordshire Hussars, kindly lent to the Sqn by the association.
The Sqn was visited not only by many past members, including 2
retired Cols and a current Col who served as a Lt, but also by the
Mayor of Banbury and the visiting Mayor of Hennef in Germany.
This brought a new level of entertainment to the event with the
two Mayors competing against each other in the shooting range
and the Mayor of Banbury 'attempting' the bungee run . The day
was concluded with a curry lunch, which was run in conjunction
with the 'worlds largest curry lunch'. The day had a great
atmosphere and spirit with friends and family, including lots of
children, having not only a happy day, but a rewarding one as
well. This was definitely one of the OC's good ideas!
As an alternative to the normal trg, SSgt Welsh arranged a bit of
bayonet practice. This went down very well with bags of
aggression being used and had the additional factor of being a
good means of stress relief - we all just wondered who people
were imagining the dummy was, particularly when the stuffing
started to come out and LCpl Hones' medical skills were called
upon for a bit of urgent stitching.
The end of the month was drawing near but the Sqn still had one
last duty to fulfil. Over the last year the Mayor of Banbury has
become a good friend to the Sqn, but his time in office
had come to an end and it was a great privilege that the
Sqn was asked to provide an Honour Guard for the
inauguration of the new Mayor. This saw LCpl Penfold
and Sig Burgess donning the Hussars uniform, carrying
the lances, and standing proudly outside the main
entrance to the Town Hall. Other members of the Sqn
provided refreshments and were involved with hosting the
various guests. The night concluded and whilst the Sqn
was sad to be saying farewell to a Mayor with such strong
links to the Sqn, those present were reassured by the new
Mayor, Cllr Kieron Mallon, who seems very keen to
maintain and develop the close links between the Town
Hall and the Sqn.
REGIMENTAL MATTS WEEKEND

The Regt's Orienteering Team with their well earned silverware!

5 (QUEEN'S OWN OXFORDSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj CL Murison
W02(SSM) M Taylor

Since the last edition of The Wire, the Sqn has been as busy as
ever, 1n particular in May with a Sqn weekend, the 'Family and
Fnends Day', and the supporting of the Mayor of Banbury's
1 auguration.
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The first weekend of the new trg year took place over the
weekend of 21 - 22 April 07. It was the Regt MATTS
testing weekend, confirming that the soldiers were fit for
role. The Friday night began with the drive to Knook camp
on Salisbury Plain, with many Sqns arriving well into
midnight. There they were welcomed by the Regtl machine
grinding into action with the well oiled team taking over, splitting
the sqn members into syndicates ready for the following day's
activities. It was an early start on the Saturday morning with all
pers being driven to the start point ready for their CFT. At this
point you felt like the condemned - this was after all the first time
that as TA pers we had to do a 6 mile CFT. Each group set off
and after what seemed like a long slog along the dusty tracks,
the finish was in sight. A few blisters later and after a few 'teddy
moments' by some, the day continued with groups moving off to
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complete a round robin of events. These covered all the MATTS
and more, and included orienteering, first aid, veh anti-ambush
drills and CBRN . The only problem was that the stands were at
least 1.Skm apart so the blisters on the feet only got larger! The
Regt was joined by Mr Peter Dowling , Master of the Worshipful
c ompany of lnnholders, who are the Regt's affiliated Livery
Company and generously support the Regt in numerous ways.
He was guided around the day's stands by the CO and Adjt, and
seemed impressed by the commitment of those TA soldiers
present and the level of trg provided for them.

soldier was very troublesome as a Cpl, didn't take direction well
and for that reason we'll decline his request, but we will drink to
his health!". The author guesses the CRs must have improved
since then though. To round off an enjoyable evening, a cheque
for £100 was presented by the OR's bar to the Association.
W01(RSM) 'Olly' McGrail was dined out of the Regt by the
WOs' and Sgts' Mess and their partners on Friday 4 May at RHO
in Southfields. The function, organised supremely well by
W02(RQMS) Craig Marlowe, was well supported by the Mess
members. The evening featured a speech from the SVWO, W01
Matt Cahill, who bade the RSM farewell and rued the fact that,
as the RSM had done such a good job, giving a speech with
amusing stories of his time with the Regt was quite difficult. The
diners did however all look back with some amusement at the
RSM waiting in a car park at 0430hrs one morning for a TA PTI
who turned up some 2 hours later! Post dinner entertainment
was provided by the Corps pipers who were well received by all,
unlike Sgt Colin Anderson who, having done sterling work as Mr
Vice, only managed to get halfway through his first joke before
the Mess realised that Roy "Chubby" Brown uses him as a
source of material. The RSM kindly presented the Mess with the
gift of a port bell to ensure proper decorum at that stage in future
functions - no comment on what occurred previously to make
that gift necessary.
56 SIGNAL SQUADRON

Troops completing a practical part of their First Aid MAT

The events finished around 1700hrs and all the groups made their
way back to Knook Camp where the CO, the Padre and the
ROSO completed the trg with a few briefs and presentations everyone did very well to stay awake in the hot room with no air,
after such a physical day. The next day started just as early with
the need to get to Pirbright ranges - gone are the days of 4 tonne
convoys as the sight down the M3 was a convoy of white
minibuses. At the ranges the Reg! was put through the paces in
order to conduct grouping and zeroing . It was another blistering
hot day, so to add to the blisters there was a risk of sun stroke.
Although a very long and tiring weekend, almost everyone passed
the tests and could look back with a sense of achievement.
41 (PRINCESS LOUISE'S KENSINGTON) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
NSSM

Maj J Fensome
W02(FofS) M Byrne

Although the Sqn has carried out a good deal of mil and comms
training in the past 2 months, it would appear that this article will
mainly cover social events!
The Sqn took the opportunity on the arrival of our new OC, Maj
Jason Fensome, to have a drinks night. The Mayor of Croydon,
Cllr Janet Marshall, and the Mayor of the Royal Borough of
Kensington & Chelsea, Cllr Tim Ahern , both attended along with
representatives from the Princess Louise's Kensington Regimental
Association (PLKRA). All parties were seen to enjoy the evening,
especially Maj Fensome who was heard to say: "I hope it's not
all parties". In no time at all, his concerns were addressed by the
Acting (again) Sgt Maj, W02{FofS) Maurice Byrne, who was able
to reassure him that the Sqn would be working him hard for his
wages - W02 Ian McKay (currently on Op HERRICK} would
surely approve!
The annual PLK Association dinner night was held on Friday 18
May at Kensington Town Hall. The guest of honour was the
Mayor of the Royal Borough of Kensington & Chelsea, Cllr
Andrew Dalton , who had very graciously allowed the use of his
Town Hall at no charge. A telegram (okay, a 'bluey'!) was sent by
W02 Ian McKay in which he sent his regards to the Association
from Kandahar and asked, that in order to show solidarity with
him, the dinner night be kept "dry". Fortunately for those
present, Col (Retd) Keith Bruce-Smith, the President of the
dinner, had experience of serving with W02 McKay and was able
to observe something along the lines of "as his QC, I recall this
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QC
SSM

Capt I Holland
W02S Hall

Brig Plaistow, Comd 2 (Inf} Bde, visited the Sqn in early May and
was shown around by the OC, Capt 'Dutch' Holland. The Brig
was briefed on 56 Sig Sqn's role within the South of England and
introduced to the key personnel. As there is no regular Royal
Signals unit in the Bde, we are hoping there will be some
excellent opportunities to support the Bde on future exs,
especially as they now have responsibility for the trg
establishments out in Brunei with the Gurkhas.
In a bid to provide further quality Tuesday night trg, the Sqn
arranged for a member of the Metropolitan Police Armed
Response Unit to take a lesson on unarmed combat and selfdefence techniques. This proved to be an excellent night, with
everyone getting a rigorous work out and some bruises along the
way!
A Guard of Honour from the Sqn was on parade to welcome the
new Mayor of Eastbourne into post. After a church service the
troops marched back through the town for drinks in the Town
Ha11.· A future visit for the Mayor to visit the Sqn on the ranges is
currently being planned and it is also hoped to mark the TA '100'
Anniversary next year with a parade with bayonets fixed and
drums beating as we have the Freedom of the Borough.
Te11 members of the Sqn are preparing to take part in the Regt's
AT ex to India. Visas, fund raising and inoculations are the order
of the day at the moment. However trekking up to 5500m will
push everyone to their limits, so walks across the South Downs
are being completed to prepare the soldiers for this trip of a
lifetime.
On the social front, a casino night in a local hotel was organised
by the PSI, SSgt 'Mac' McMullen. Some superb prizes were on
offer for the person with the most chips left at the end of the
night. Professional croupiers made the evening a very well run
night and eventually, Mrs Jean Holland the OC's wife won a Sat
Nav system - apparently the PSI hadn't rigged this in order to get
a better CR!
Finally, a few congratulations. Congratulations to Sgt Paul
Hawes and LCpl Laura French on the birth of their first daughter
Imogen. Well done to LCpl Steven Jukes and his new wife
Cassie who tied the knot in May. Congratulations also to LCpl Ali
Rowsell for winning the under 25's female Army Orienteering
Competition.
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34th (NORTHERN} SIGNAL REGIMENT
{VOLUNTEERS}

co

Lt Col DE Sixsmith TD
W01 (RSM) Legg

RSM

The Regt has continued to impress across the board, whether
that be in the sporting arena, winning the 2 Div 6-a-side football
and qualifying for the Army final, Sgt Openshaw wining Individual
Rifle Shot in the Corps OSC or SSgt Patterson's unbelievable
endurance on the Brambles Ramble Charity run.

EX BRAMBLES RAMBLE

RSM, raising money for 'Zoe's Place', a local children's hospice.
HQ entered a joint team with 90 Sqn (lowering our standards for
the day, but for a good cause). The event consisted of a relay up
and down the Eston Nab (Middlesbrough's own Kilimanjaro).

Sgt Grover eating SSgt Patterson's bacon sandwich

Each runner doing 5 legs with the accumulated distance to be
covered equating to the base to summit of Mount Everest. The
star of the show was SSgt Patterson. He was last seen leaping
like a gazelle and breaking all land speed records. The team
won the event, well done lads, but the real winner was
"Charity", with lots of money going to an excellent cause.
-------------------~ Finally good luck to our recruits attempting to pass there CMSR.

HQ SQUADRON

oc
SSM

M
Maj Steve Wayman
W02(SSM) Heather Taylor

It's been a busy time in the Sqn, deploying on Ex SUMMER
FALCON, successfully passing an ECI and we have even
managed to fit m a charity run. We welcome a new PSAO and
JPA Guru, Capt Walesby and a new Tiffy, an ex Sapper (that
doesn't make him a bad bloke) SSgt Taff Bartlett. He has
already, in a week, achieved more than is normally done in a
month .... slow down Taff! There is always tomorrow.
EX SUMMER FALCON
This was a major ex for the Sqn. With the Regt's lead new role
on a 3 Regt joint deployment as 34 Sig Regt (+)as part of 12 Sig
Gp. It was the first time we had deployed in the new HQ and
Wathgill trg area was as welcoming as ever! Ops or is it
OOOOPS had located us in a tight wood and siting the new look
HQ (the size of Corps Main for the old and bold) tested
everybody's teamwork, humour and temper. The 21C, Capt Neil
Dixon , re-wrote the SOP on siting a det in confined areas and his
camouflage technique of integrating a tree into the 4 tonners did
not work. The ex was a particular steep learning curve for 4
recruits, who worked wonders. They are now experts at guard,
pan bash, 24 x 24 drills, mast drills and any fast balls they could
catch. They all performed superbly and along with the 35 others,
who deployed with the Sqn. The ex finished all too soon and the
lessons learned will be put to good use ... won't they, Sir!
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Day 2 began with a 0500hrs reveille and a round robin of 12
educational stands. From the principles of leadership and
management, an introduction to mission analysis, executing
deception plans and rogue border crossings, to treating
casualties and learning about harbour areas and route planning,
the teams were mentally and physically tested throughout.

Ex BRAMBLES RAMBLE was a charity event organised by the

The Regt has shown they can turn their hand to anything when
they undertook a very impressive Regtl Freedom Parade,
marching through the streets of Middlesbrough. Considering
many had very little preparation in rifle and sword drill, the result
was astounding. Well done to everyone involved

34 (Northern) Signal Regiment(V) on parade

Hudswell Grange Farm, it was then time to get out the 24 hr
ORPs and get to grips with hexamine cookers and Menu Bl All
the teams took it in their stride and made the most of the
opportunity to eat something hot and get some well-earned sleep
(albeit in a 12 by 12 tent with few apparent snorers)!

Sigs Boyle, Bryce, Griffin and Watson have only been in the
Sqn some 6 months and already are showing what assets they
will become. Good luck guys and enjoy!

50 (NORTHUMBRIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

With the emphasis on action-centred leadership, the teams soon
bonded and were happily navigating their own way around the trg
area in the unusually warm and sunny weather. Of course, life
was made a little more interesting for them with their 'sand bag'
casualty. 'Fred ' or 'Sandy' in some cases, wasn't quite dead yet
and needed a lot of carrying around and TLC. Thankfully, after
the end of a very long day, 5RRF put on a much needed BBQ
and drinks, with the excellent RAF brass band provided
accompaniment. It was an early night in the harbour areas, with
team members sliding under their bashers and relishing the
opportunity to sleep under the stars. The DS and Mentors were
incredibly perplexed not to see any goretex all weekend and
wondered what had happened to Catterick's unique wet weather
system!

SSM

Maj SA Smith
W02(SSM) CA Phillips

EXERCISE EXECUTIVE STRETCH

Lt Jo Burke and SSgt Paul Standing acted as mentors on this
year's Ex EXECUTIVE STRETCH from 7 - 9 June. The ex,
sponsored by the RFCA introduced 103 civilian employees to the
British Army. The aim was to introduce and develop leadership
skills that could be used effectively within the civilian workplace.
Based in and around Wathgill Camp, Catterick, the employees
were put into 12 teams of 8 or 9 upon arrival. Each team was
incredibly diverse in terms in age, experience, seniority and type
of employment; with executives coming from the Police, HM
Prisons, the NHS, recruitment, banking and a variety of other
employers from the public and private sector.
Set in an imaginative and detailed scenario, the ex began with the
issue of lots of strange green clothing and eqpt. Looking slightly
uncomfortable and quite terrified at what they had let themselves
in for, the teams then received brief lessons on the map and
compass before tabbing out of camp with a fully loaded bergen.
The navigation ex proved to be a physically challenging ice
breaker and bonding experience, as well as a unique opportunity
for mainly the mentors to appreciate the splendour of the
undulating but beautiful moor land of North Yorkshire. Once at
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On SSgt Yuills return, the Shooting Team had changed several
times in composition, with soldiers trying to juggle their Regtl,
Sqn and family commitments around the range weekends. There
were monthly changes to the team almost up to the day of the
competitions, one of the drawbacks of being part of a heavily
committed TA Regt.
The weekend of the Corps OSC arrived and we had managed to
put together 2 teams from the Regt. Team 1 was - Lt Matt
Holman, Lt Matt Usher, Sgt Gaz Openshaw, Sgt Johnny
Barrass and Sig Shannon. Team 2 was - Capt Brad Hogg, Sgt
John Wightman, LCpl Mark Turnbull, Sig Alan Tate and Sig
Kyle Robson.
The morning of Saturday was spent check zeroing the wpns and
trying to convince the event organisers that Capt Hogg was a
'Young Officer', a vital fact that would affect the team
composition. We were doing fairly well with the blagg till Capt
Hogg decided to have a face to face with the organisers; one
look at his "weathered " features and we were politely asked to go
away, he was not a Young Officer and that was that. The rest of
the day was spent travelling around Ash Range complex
completing the shoots we had practised on CTA with some
results better than others.

Up again at the crack of dawn, all teams finished Day 3 with a
gruelling stretcher race. Running through a waist deep pond and
up several cheeky inclines, team members completed a tough 1
mile circuit before being taken back to Wathgill Camp. Refreshed
after a full English breakfast, each team delivered a presentation
on their brief, but very intensive, 36 hrs with the Army. Apart from
taking away a detailed understanding of the 'hurry up and wait'
concept, 'are we happy?!', 'choppers' and 'Chinese parliament',
each team gained a comprehensive insight into the importance of
team work and effective leadership and management. The teams
could now return to 'civvy street' and put these useful skills to
practise in their workplace. They could also take away a better
understanding and appreciation of the TA and the Regular Army.
Relief, smiles and laughter all round and then a prize ceremony
in which teams received medals· and certificates for their
enthusiastic participation and incredible achievements throughout
the ex.

The main effort for Day 2 was for Sgt Openshaw to achieve as
high a position as possible as an individual and for the team to
compete in the falling plate competition. The team got through to
the semi-finals of the falling plate and Sgt Openshaw won the
top individual rifle shot and after years of trying he finally got to
take his place on the coveted Corps chair for top individual rifle
shot. Once all the Corps had appointed their top rifle shots all the
respective Corps carried their man in the chair to their prize
giving area with 34 Sig Regt leading.

90 (NORTH RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON

EXERCISE FIRESTORM

oc

Ex FIRESTORM was the 15 Bde SAAM competition, the aim this
year was to move away from the traditional target shoots and
instead have a "Combat Shooting Competition" in order to reflect
the conditions that soldiers face on ops. The main changes
being that competitors would now wear body armour, carrying
radios and the eqpt specified in the Bde kit list. Instead of
competing against the other teams in the competition, we were to
:::ompete against a set standard, with a Gold, Silver or bronze
certificate being awarded depending what standard of shooting
the team achieved. We arrived at Wathgill Camp, having gone
through all the usual arrival and safety briefs the team deployed
onto the trg area to carry out the night ambush. When the
ambush was completed the troops were driven to their accn,
which was a very nice wood in CTA.

SSM

oc

hands of Sgt Dave Graham and Sgt Gaz Openshaw, who both
worked hard to ensure that pers were at the right place at the
right time and that quality trg took place.

Maj Paul Denning
W02(SSM) Hunter

CORPSOSC - by SSgt Yuill
Ex NORTHERN SHOT 2 was a series of Range Packages held
between August 06 and March 07 at Wathgill ranges on Catterick
Trg Area (CTA), the aim of the ex was to prepare the Regtl
shooting team for the 2 main skill at arms meetings of the year,
the Corps Operational Shooting Competition which was held at
Pirbright and Ash Ranges on the 13 - 14 of April and Ex
FIRESTORM, the Bde SAAM held at Wathgill Ranges on 20 - 22
of April.

With Day 1 completed, we headed back to Pirbright Camp for a
well earned rest. At the team debrief we found out that Sgt Gaz
Openshaw was in first place for the Individual rifle shot, and
would be competing against the top 6 rifle shots from each Corps
in The Roberts Cup the next morning, that was if he could get his
head out the door to get to the ranges!

There are few opportunities for the Regt to compete against other
TA units in a competition of this type and a broad field of
experience was required in order for the Regt to have success in
both competitions. For the Corps OSC anything from Class A/B
shots to young Officers and Young Soldiers and for Ex
FIRESTORM, we required 1 x officer, 1 x SNCOs, 2 x JNCOs and
4 x ORs.

The team manager, SSgt Yuill, obviously had to sleep in barrack
accn as he was driving the next day and as we are all aware, you
cannot mess around with drivers hours, other wise he would have
loved to share that cold damp wood with the team, instead of
that nice warm room with comfy bed followed by a cooked
breakfast.

The trg got off to a good start in August 06 with pers arriving at
CTA having travelled from Middlesbrough, Hartlepool, Darlington
and Hull. The general trend for the trg would be rifle shoots on
the Saturday and pistol on the Sunday. With only one trg
weekend under their belts, Team Manager SSgt Mark Yuill went
off to Kenya for six weeks holiday leaving the team in the capable

After a good night's sleep under the stars, the team were back on
the ranges carrying out the various shoots under the comd of
Capt Brad Hogg. There were a few changes to the team as the
Patrol Competition required a different composition to the Corps
OSC, SSgt Ian Evans stepped in as 21C, LCpls Mark Turnbull
and Sparky Gowen were LSW Gunners and Sigs Kyle Robson,

THE WIRE, AUGUST 2007

299

Roly Shannon, Tom Waterson and Alex Orton were the riflemen
with Sig Chris Graham as reserve.
Many of the shoots were new to the team. They did particularly
well on the suppression and extraction shoot but we won't be
carrying out any night ambushes in a hurry.
Sig Graham was called upon in his role as reserve as one of the
team had acquired an injury and couldn 't compete in the
deliberate attack, which is based on the Para Cup. The team
were presented with a bronze standard certificate and gave a
good account of themselves.

SSgt Evans enjoying the combat style shooting

Well done to the teams in both Corps OSC and the Bde Patrol
Competitions. Trg for next year's shoots starts in October. I have
your names; I will hunt you down and bring you in if I have to!

35th (SOUTH MIDLAND) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col MG Hanson
W01 (RSM) Overton

COMMANDING OFFICER'S FOREWORD
Our Regt has seen major changes over the last few months. Lt
Col Chris Edwards said farewell, completing a fantastic job in
getting the Regt back up to a good recruited strength.
Lt Col Matt Hanson stepped into his shoes and has carried on
the momentum. The Regt 21C, Maj Rick Logan, has gone to 12
Sig Gp and in his place we have Maj Tom Jeffries, former OC 89
Sqn

W01 (RSM) Coupland now leaves us on commissioning as
RCMO to 14 Sig Regt (EW), handing over to W01(RSM) Overton.
It is all change in the Ops Room as well, with the addition of Capt
Gladwin as Regtl Ops Officer and W02(YofS) Crowder having
carried his golf bag across to 30 Sig Regt and been replaced by
W02(Yof5) Fowler.

Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Cpl
Pte

HQ LAD
HQ LAD
HQ Sqn
HQ Sqn
89 Sqn
48 Sqn
HQ Sqn

Cantrell
Corbett
Watson
Jones
May
Dawes
Glass

89 (WARWICKSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj C Moseley
W02(SSM) S Wright

The Sqn recently welcomed Maj Chris Moseley as OC after the
departure of Maj Tom Jeffries, who assumed the post of Regtl
21C. The Sqn said a sad farewell to Capt Dave Brough after 18
years as PSAO of the Sqn, Dave has moved to pastures new
and is now an AO in Aldershot. In his place we welcome the
not altogether unfamiliar face of Capt John Standen, formally
PSAO of 58 Sqn; we wish them both well in their new posts.

The Regt is currently preparing for its summer camp Ex
ARRCADE FALCON , in support of 12 Sig Gp and 1 Sig Bde.
This will herald a change in tack for the Regt and from the last
week of that camp in Germany, we will begin to prepare for our
troop deployment with our cohort 22 Sig Regt to Op HERRICK.
REGIMENTAL SPORT
The Regtl orienteering team continues to dominate the field with
successes in the TA Orienteering Championships. These took
place at Sennybridge Trg Area over the weekend 19/20 May. Maj
Tom Jeffries took the award for overall Open Champion; the
team enjoyed success in the Harris relay on Day 1 and were
overall TA Champions, with the best combined times over the 2
days; a fantastic effort by all concerned.
MEDAL PRESENTATION
The Regt was delighted to have the Honorary Colonel, Col BNT
Foxon OBE present medals to 15 members of the Regt the

EXERCISE SMOKEY BEAR
This was a leadership trg weekend conducted by 89 and 95 Sqns
and an interesting insight into how it was received was submitted
by Sig Ellis:
"The leadership course was something that we had only heard
about, that is until our SPSI SSgt Lowes organised a weekend
insight to the course. We deployed on the Friday night not quite
knowing what to expect. After a soft start, a lecture about the
principles and qualities of a good leader, the pace quickened and
it was outside Bergen's on and we left for a tab which I found
hard, but I took heart from the encouragement the rest of the
team and instructors gave me. Then things really toughened up
with a log race, which saw the Sqn compete with 95 Sig Sqn,
who had joined us for the weekend. Needless to say we won
hands down, so well done to the fighting 89.

We were then set comd tasks and a map reading ex, which we
had to complete before we could retire for a well earned rest. The
cock crowed early on the Sunday morning and it was up and off
to put into practice all we had learned over the weekend by
completing a final comd task. It was a fantastic weekend which
was enjoyed by everyone, but the minibus was certainly very
quiet on the return journey to Rugby."

Meanwhile at 89 (Warwickshire) Sqn in Rugby, the new 21C, Capt
Liz Brett, and even the new OC, Maj Chris Moseley, have to
turn up early on drill nights to get a parking space!

co

EXERCISE LONDON BEAR
Ex LONDON BEAR was a team building and educational trip to
the Imperial War Museum that coincided with an England Rugby
Match. Sig Donninson explained it like this: "Early on the
Saturday morning, 15 of Rugby's finest soldiers met outside the
TAC. Unfortunately because of the early start and the cunning
disguise (ciwies), we were not immediately recognisable as such.
The ex was lead by the OC, 21C and SPSls and we set off in our
coach to see if the streets of London were really paved in gold.
On the way, we made a stop and our eagle-eyed SSgt noticed a
mode of transport more suited to our status, "a Stretch Hummer'',
but the driver couldn't be persuaded to take us so it was back on
the coach.
On arriving at the Museum, we were briefed on key timings, i.e.
the Kick Offs for England v Italy and Scotland v Wales, and
issued with our audio guides and left to wander the corridors of
the museum. What soon became apparent was that despite all
our comms trg and skills, the audio guides were a complete
mystery to us; we hid our embarrassment by holding the device
to our ears, nodding knowingly and giving grunts of
understanding now and again. We worked our way round the
WWs and saw something of the conflicts since WW2; we even
managed to find some Clansman braid in one of the exhibits.
When we met up again we noticed that 2 of our party were
missing in the trenches but despite this, we all managed to get
together for a few pints as the England match kicked off. All in all
it was an enjoyable and interesting day; I think everyone learned
something from it.

Lt Col AD Smith MBE TD
W01 (RSM) M Simcock

RSM

Capt Anne Downie has r .oved temporarily to 95 (Shropshire
Yeomanry) Sqn at Shrewsbury to support the OC, Maj Chris
Lewis, who is away on work commitments.
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So why are we bringing this Log?

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

HQ Sqn at Coventry is also coming up on the outside rail with a
steady stream of high calibre recruits, many of whom are from
Warwick University. HQ Sqn staff is further strengthened by SSgt
Allen, who has joined us as the new SPSI. The LAD is delighted
to welcome its new OC, Capt Sellers REME.

And finally we offer our congratulations to W02 Cherry and
Mohammad who have both been awarded their LE TA
Commissions

M

The CO and OC would like to congratulate Sig French on
attaining "Top Student" on a recent Trade Trg Course held at 33
Sig Regt.

48 (City of Birmingham) Sqn have seen a huge change in fortune
with the appointment of their new OC, Maj Paul Rodenhurst.
Their numbers have nearly doubled and in a manner that mirrors
the multi-cultural background of their recruiting area.

58 (Staffordshire) Sqn in Newcastle-under-Lyme are preparing to
say farewell to stand-in PSAO Capt Skip Whalley, who has done
a fantastic job over the last few months. A final farewell must go
to Maj Ivan Thomas, who leaves us after serving 40 years with
the Regt. He moves to a Project Officer role within HQ 12 Sig Gp
and ends an era as one of the longest serving TA members in the
Regt's history.

VRSM
VRSMCLASP+Rosette
Op VERITAS+CLASP
VRSM
VRSM
VRSM
IRAQ

BEATING RETREAT

38 Sig Regt was formed in 1967 from an amalgamation of
Col Foxon presents Sgt Belford with his ACSM

recipients were:
W01 Doherty
W02 Roberts
W02 Mair
SSgt Proffitt
SSgt Rutherford
Sgt Short
Sgt Belford
Sgt Vickery

HQ Sqn
HQ Sqn
HQ Sqn
89 Sqn
HQ Sqn
HQ Sqn
HQ Sqn
HQ Sqn

VRSM
VRSM
VRSM
VRSM
VRSM
VRSM
ACSM
VRSM

CLASP + Rosette
CLASP + Rosette
CLASP + Rosette
CLASP + Rosette

THE WIRE, AUGU ST 2007

46th(North Midland) Signal Regiment based in Derby, 64th Signal
Regiment based in Sheffield and 337th Brigade Signal Squadron
based in Nottingham.
To celebrate the 40th anniversary of the formation of the Regt, a
highly successful Cocktail Party and Beating Retreat were held on
19 May at the Manor Top TA Centre in Sheffield. The admin team,
under the direction of Capt Les Jordan did a magnificent job in
turning the rather spartan main hall of the TA Centre into a venue
suitable for the Cocktail Party and many admiring comments
were passed. More than 200 invited guests attended, including
the Lord Mayors of Sheffield and Derby.
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CO 38 Signal Regiment, Lt Col Andrew Smith MBE TD taking the
salute
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Following the Cocktail Party. the guests and their hosts moved
outside to enjoy a Beating Retreat performed by The Royal
Signals (Northern) Band. Fortunately the rain held off and the sun
shone throughout the excellent demonstration of marching and
musicianship by the Northern Band.
WARRANT PRESENTATION
Following the Beating Retreat, the Regtl hosts retired to thei.
Messes. Prior to a curry supper, the CO. Lt Col Andrew Smith
MBE TD. presented Royal Warrants to 9 serving Warrant Officers
of the Regt: W01 (RSM) Mark Simcock, W01 (SVWO) Dave
Marrison, W02 Mick Hallam, W02 Si Coburn, W02 Andy
Harding, W02 Paul Parker, W02 Vic Worrall, W02 Sarah
Swift, W02 Carolyn Ryan-Gilbank and W02 Damian Hardy.
EXERCISE MET MARITIME
Ex MET MARITIME was an officers' education and study ex
which took place over the period 8/9 May in London. The aim of
the ex was to aid the officers' professional development by
enhancing their understanding of the operating procedures of UK
agencies, which the Regt may be called upon to work with, in
support of the 2 (NC) Sig Bde UK Ops Mission.
The ex commenced on 8 May with a liaison visit to the
Metropolitan Police Maritime Support Unit at their Wapping HQ,
consisting of a briefing on their role followed by a river
familiarisation trip on a specialist police river patrol vessel. The
following day there was a visit to a military museum in London to
explore the advancements of military technology and its
increasing influence on the battlefield.
Those who attended the exercise were the Hon Col, Col
Christopher Jewitt, Lt Col Andrew Smith, Maj Bob Ward, Capt
Abby Parkinson, Capt Thelma Ward, Capt Gary Cundy, Capt
David Edmunds and Lt Nick Carter.

participants, Capt Steve May, Maj (Retd) Phil Welch, Lt Col
Mike Richardson and Pete Turner. After 18 tests of their fitness
and skill, Capt Steve May was declared the winner with a
Stableford score of 28, 5 ahead of his nearest rival. The other
award for the week was presented to Capt David Edmunds, the
appropriately named 'Duffer of the Week' award.
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~fter t_
his, it was time to prepare for the competition,

including PREPLOT - plotting all relevant nme Controls,
Cautions and Quite Zones onto the maps. Once this was
done, it was down to reading the supplied paperwork to
find out what was required and expected during the
competition. This was followed by a team briefing by
BAFMA officials.

We had 8 weeks to prepare for the race, which might seem like
plenty of time but most of the runners had never trained for this
sort of distance before. I ran the Great North Run last year and as
team leader used my experience to guide the runners through the
build up trg to reach the 1Okm distance.

There were a total of 44 Teams from the Services
competing, with the Army and RAF well represented by
both the Regular and Reserve units. All 38 Sig Regt crews
had been given early draws in the teams listing. LCpl
Chris Stokes with Cpl Watto Watkinson were Car 2, Sgt
Barbara and SSgt Kev Bedford were Car 8 and W0 2
Mike Hallam with Sig Ratty Ratcliffe were car 12.
38 Signal Regiment on the final day of Ex NORTHERN ICE RAM

On arrival we were slightly concerned to see that the weather, a
pleasant 17 degrees, appeared to be better suited to hill walking
than skiing. After a day spent on the high slopes of Stienplatte
dodging patches of grass and rocks, we were desperately in
need o! some snow. And snow it did - continuously for 4 days producing some of the best powder conditions that I have skied
in.
The group enjoyed an excellent week's skiing during which each
member of the team was able to improve upon their technique
and style both on an off the piste.

The so-called NAPS CFT (Combat Fitness Test), Ex SOMBRERO
HACK, was held over 18 - 25 April on the Costa Blanca in
southern Spain between Alicante and Benidorm.

Over the 6-day ex, they competed over 3 different courses
culminating in the final head-to-head between the top 4 '

The competition started on the Friday and after a trip to
the PX at JHQ the vehs were prepped for the competition.
At Scrutineering, the vehs were checked over and were
signed off to say that they were able to be used in the
competition. All 3 crews then made their way to sign in
and receive their road books.

The benefits of taking part were obvious. It would allow us, as the
lead Territorial unit in Derby, to be seen by thousands of people in
the city as well as developing personal fitness within the Sqn. The
OC, Capt James Hubbard (a keen runner himself), was very
supportive and over the next 2 weeks a team was put together
and the paperwork sent to the organisers and the local charity we
were to raise sponsorship to support, 'Sporting Futures'.

As the weeks got closer we started to build up a good
relationship with 'Sporting Futures' and when we were asked to
help marshal the event, it didn't take us long to realise what a
great opportunity this was going to be. The whole Sqn would be
playing a major part in the day providing real-time comms sp and
undertaking traffic control duties. It made the build up to the race
very exciting.

64 SIGNAL SQUADRON - by Capt Hamish Fell
The Sqn has continued to be busy over these last few months,
with individuals being involved in being involved in this tasking or
that. Sqn and Regtl trg weekends however have been fairly thin
on the ground; I believe the phrase is 'quality not quantity'.
Capt James Hubbard with Cpl Tom Warren
~ews that Territorial soldiers were involved in the event sparked
interest from the local newspaper, which ran an article about the
team. There was also a last minute interview on local radio for
myself, which was quite nerve racking, especially when my mum
turned up to listen (or embarrass me)!

The day itself went very well. We entered 2 teams of 4 and in
addition Sig Holly Cornish ran with her civilian employer. We also
had over 15 marshals covering various locations.
The first Territorial runner across the line was Sig Rob Weaver
who completed the race in 46 mins. I ran with the girls team and
we came 1n together in 1 hr 8 mins, despite being heckled by my
Troop SSgt half way round.
!he marshalling side couldn't have gone better, and the troops
involved thoroughly enjoyed the experience. Many thanks to all
those who took part and helped to organise the day.
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Expert Crew:
Driver Sgt Barbara Bedford and Navigator SSgt Kev Bedford
Beginner Crew:
Driver W02 Mike Hallam and Navigator Sig Alex 'Ratty'
Ratcliffe
Having travelled from Nottingham to Hull and catching the
overnight ferry to Zeebrugge, they followed the route past
E1ndhoven, into Germany. The team finally arrived to find
that their accn was in a Corrimec camp on the trg area,
not your usual army camp by any means.

As part of 46 Sig Sqn's 'raising awareness' campaign in
Derbyshire, myself and Sig Holly Cornish looked into events that
would allow the general public to see their soldiers in action and
one of the events chosen was the Derbyshire 10km run.

EXERCISE SOMBRERO HACK 2007

The active participants were Capt Steve May (PSAO, Derby),
Capt.Ken Scott (PS~O, Nottingham), Capt Les Jordan (PSAO,
Sh~ff1eld), Capt David ~d~unds (Regtl Ops Sp Officer, Sheffield),
Maj Andy ~halen (Te.rntonal officer - for 3 days only) along with
guests Maj (Retd) Phil Welch (Ex Ops Major), Lt Col Mike
Richardson (Ex CO) along with a friend of the Regt from Derby,
Pete Turner.

Ex NORTHERN ICE RAM, the Regtl skiing trip, was held over the
week 17 - 24 March 07. Nine members for the Regt flew from
Doncaster to Salzburg to participate in the ex which was held at
St Ulrich in the Austrian resort area of Pilersee.

DERBY 10 KM RUN - by Cpl Dan Waterfield

The ex provided an excellent opportunity to forge relations with
another Government Department in pursuit of our Bde Mission
and to develop the professional understanding of our officers in
the modern working practices of the civil authorities. In addition,
there was the opportunity to explore our military heritage, past
conflicts and developments in military technology which have
shaped the face of modern warfare.

Although Non Regular Permanent Staff (NAPS) tend to be
somewhat longer in the tooth than the average member of the
Regt, they proved their fitness once again on this arduous ex, by
successfully completing almost 21 miles of undulating terrain on
foot over a 6 day period lugging with them a minimum of 20 kg
each. Not only that, they had to stop regularly to move a small
white missile towards and ultimately into, 99 very small targets the approaches to which varied considerably in difficulty but all
demanded consioerable hand-eye co-ordination. The original
target had been108, but there was a downpour of monsoon
proportions on the third day which made it impossible to
complete the final 9 due to the terrain becoming completely
waterlogged and impassable.

EXERCISE NORTHERN ICE RAM - by Capt Hamish Fell

The Sqn continues to recruit well with 12 new recruits on the
books and 2 officer cadets booked on their commissioning
course for the summer.
The final cadre weekend of the year nearly didn't take place at
Altcar over the weekend 9 - 11 February as heavy snow forced
the ~TWO to stop the Regt from moving on safety grounds,
predictably though the snow was all but gone by 0800hrs on the
Saturday morning, so the whole Regt moved at best speed to
Alt?a.r where they completed their MATTs (Mandatory Annual
Tra1n1ng Tests) and qualified for their bounty.
EXERCISE MAGNUM SPIRIT 2007
Ex MAGNUM SPIRIT 2007, the British Armed Forces Motoring
Association (BAFMA) Driving & Navigational Competition, was
held In Levasum Germany. The Regiment entered 3 teams from
the Nottingham TA Centre. They were:
Expert Crew:
Driver LCpl Chris Stokes and Navigator Cpl Darren 'Watto'
Watkinson
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At 0802hrs on the Saturday, our first crew, Car 2, collected
their road book, which consisted of an A3 photocopy of the trg
area map and set off to the start of the first Stage, Safari 1. This
required following a set route over differing terrain. On completion
of the first event there was a non-competitive route to travel to
the next location, where we got ready for the next stage at
Borkenberge Trg Area.
The next Stage was the Aerial Challenge. At the start, an aerial
photograph was handed out with 12 locations marked on it which
had to be visited within a tight time limit. The locations were
marked with orienteering markers and each one had a different
points value. It was up to each team to select the best route to
complete the course, over some very, very difficult terrain which
at times was very sandy. Car 1 managed to finish the stage with 2
mins to spare.
This was followed by the Scatter, which was the most challenging
Stage of all. Each crew was given an aerial photograph with 65
locations marked on it. They could be visited in any order to find
a 5 cm by 5 cm white piece of card with a letter on it, again
within a tight time limit. This was a very challenging Stage due to
the difficult terrain and the requirement for very accurate
navigation - many crews getting lost on more than one occasion.
The next Stage, the Cross-Country Challenge consisted of
completing a set route from a colour photocopy of a trg area
map. After finishing the route is was on to the mandatory rest
period while getting ready for the next phase, Safari 2.
For Safari 2 the crews were again given a colour photocopy of
the training area map with a set route to follow. This was
completed in a quite a fast time by most teams. There then
followed a Day Navigation Stage of 30 km through different
terrain which had to be completed within 1 hour 15 minutes. At
the end the crews returned to camp for some well earned rest.
The final Stage was the Night Navigation. Expert Crews reported
15 mins before their start time to collect their road books while
Beginner Crews reported 45 mins before theirs. Experts were only
given the first leg of the stage to plot via a map trace.
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On arrival at the checkpoint at the end of the first leg, the Expert
Crews were given the next part of the route on some photoc~py
maps and grid references. This required a quick plotting session
before heading off to the next checkpoint. On arrival there, the
crews were given the next route to plot and follow to th~ last
checkpoint. The last leg of the Stage was tc plot and dnv: a
route through the trg area back to the start. This was relat1vel~
easy but the organisers had put in 2 unmarl-'ed checkpoints ·t:1th
manned speed cameras, which· caught quite a few teams
unaware.
On the Sunday morning all the competitors paraded for th~ prize
giving and to be addressed by CO 1 GS Med Regt, who h1~self
had competed in the event. The Regt did extremely well this year
with all 3 teams receiving awards. Sgt Barbara and SSgt Kev .
Bedford won the award for best Safari 2, W02 Mike Hallam with
Sig Ratty Ratcliffe won the award for the best Cross Country
and LCpl Chris Stokes with Cpl Watto Watkinson were
awarded the trophy for 3rd place overall, an excellent result.
This was a very good competition for the Regt to enter teams
into. The drivers gained skills in driving over different, and at
times extremely challenging , terrain from water hazards to deep
sand, while the navigators gained valuable experience by l~arning
to navigate from European maps, photocopy maps and aerial
photographs.
BATUS - by Cpl Andrew 'Coco' Thompson
Getting there:
We finally arrived at Calgary Airport, after 2 false alarms at B~ize
Norton, 2 tours of South Carney transit camp and a 3,500 mile
uneventful flight across the North Atlantic 'pond' and the north
eastern side of Canada. We touched down in glorious sunshine
and 4 inches of snow accompanied by minus 20 degrees C.
Camp:
We arrived at Canadian Forces Base Suffield, or BATUS (British
Army Training Unit Suffield) as it's knows to the rest of the nonCanadian population, after a coach trip of 2¥2 hrs. This was to be
our home for the next 5 months. The camp is in 2 halves - split
down the middle by a dead-straight highway - the east side
being accn and admin and the west side the working camp which
leads onto the 'block' (the trg area).
Trg Area:

The event, which was extremely well organised, was based
around a scenario of a 4-man patrol through a demilitarised zone.
on the Friday evening, the Patrol Comds received their Patrol
Orders together with a start time for the next morning. It was then
up to them to ensure that the remainder of the patrol were fully
briefed, had the correct eqpt and weight packed into their
bergens and that they were at the start point at their appointed
time.
The first task to be undertaken was an assessment of the patrols'
understanding of the mission ahead including radio frequencies,
enemy positions and eqpt. Once this task was completed, the
patrols commenced the timed navigation march over rough
mountainous terrain, encountering various testing stands on the
way.
Cpl Thompson acclimatising

Amenities:
The small village of Ralston was the neare~t form of civ.ilisation, a
mere 2km away. This "family" orientated village, comprised the
basic recreational facilities, such as gym and swimming pool, ice
arena, library, school and BFBS Canada radio station an? the
CANEX (Canada's version of the PAI shop). The next main town
in the area was Medicine Hat - a journey of over 45km (and $50 I
£25 in a taxi) this is where we spent most of our free time
wandering around the shopping mall and going to the cinema.
This was also where the nearest night-life was to be found .

co

Lt Col JS Adams
W01 (RSM) CS Tucker

Fun:
Whilst out at CFS Suffield, I was lucky enough to endure a week
ski-jouring and dog-sledding. Ski-jouring is very similar to crosscountry skiing, or Nordic skiing, with the addition of a belt
attached to 2 dogs. This enabled you to ski faster and fall over
more often!

LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT WEEKEND

Dog sledding was a sled pulled by 6 or 7 dogs, depending on the
weight of the "riders". Sounds easy, doesn't it? - but when grnng
up hill, you have to get off and run with the dogs, whilst push1n~
the sled. Six dogs, each with 4 legs, can out run any human with
2 legs, as I found out when our sled overturned on a sharp
downhill bend, dragging the other rider and myself, over and
through the snow for a cool 400m!
Memories:

The trg area is over 1200 square miles of undulating desolation
which allows a full BG of Challenger II tanks, Warrior APCs and
AS90s to practice all aspects of their role and to fire live rounds
of all calibres.
The REME contingent with their recovery vehs were able to
practice their skills in a true-to-life trg situation, whilst being
supervised and controlled by various comds in their Training
Support Vehicles (TSVs) and Red-Top (umpire) vehs.

I had a fantastic time and thoroughly enjoyed it, and I am hoping
to return later this year for the winter repair 2007/2008!
LOMBARDIA 2007

Job:
This year's Lombardia International Mil Patrol Competition took
During the first couple of weeks, we were tasked to search and
remove Bowman and other radio eqpt from the fleet of Challenger
11 tanks and AS90s. This was interesting, until I lost a "thickest
skinn competition on my left forearm with a Challenger II - and
ended up with the second place prize of a trip to the med centre,
where I received my runner-up tetanus shot and had my wound
glued shut.

place over the weekend of 19/20 June 2007 in a mountainous
area to the north of Bergamo in northern Italy. This was a change
of location from the Italian Lakes area near Milan where the
competition had been held for the last 21 years. This year's
competitors included teams from most European countries,
including Latvia for the first time, and the USA. 64 Sig Sqn
entered two 4-man teams:

I was attached to the Red-Top section veh troop. My daily routine
comprised veh first parades, starting, driving and parking up veh
from the fleet of 138 TSVs . Although this sounds easy, spending
8 hrs a day trudging through snow and ice with temperatures and
wind-chill reaching a low of minus 48 degrees C, it was no mean
feat!

Team A:
Lt Nick Carter, Cpl Nicholas James, Sig Stu Rowell and Sig
Jonathan Smithers.
Team B:
SSgt Phil Howes, Sig Andrew 'Padre' Priest, Sig Alexander
'Ratty' Ratcliffe and Sig James Repton .
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The standard of the competition was extremely high while the
terrain and the hot weather combined to make it an extremely
arduous and testing weekend. Both teams took around 14 hrs to
complete the 20km route with the A team finishing in a very
creditable 27th place while the B Team finished in 46th place.The
Sqn did not go home empty-handed though as Sig Jonathan
Smithers was awarded a bronze certificate for his combined wpn
skills.
After the prize giving, our admin support team of Sgt Baljinder
Ross and Sgt Barbara Bedford rewarded the teams with a welldeserved ice-cold beer before driving them back into town for
pizza and Italian ice-cream.

39th {SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

RSM

One of the most touching memories I had whilst at BATUS, would
have to be of the Remembrance Service held at the cenotaph in
Ralston village. As the service got underway and we braced
ourselves for the 2 minute silence, a Gazelle helicopter flew over
us and dropped around 2000 poppy petals on the parading
people.
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The initial tab to the first stand was only 1.5km as the crow flies
but included a climb of 1050m. Along the route the teams
completed various stands, including VCP, Recognition, recovering

intel from a booby trapped building and mine clearance.
In addition there were small arms firing events (SPAC 15 shotgun,
9 mm pistol, M16 AZ. and FN EAC 7.62 mm.) The SPAC and 9
mm were timed shoots on advance to target ranges. These
events were both individual and team scored.

The focus of the March Regtl Weekend was leadership
development across all ranks, from Junior Sigs to Junior Officers.
On arrival at Swynnerton Trg area, the soldiers were split into rank
ranged teams of Sigs, UCpls, Cpls, SNCOs and WOs/Junior
Officers. The teams then spent Saturday going around 5 stands,
where they had to perform a variety of tasks, with a leader for
each task being selected from within the group.
Closest in format to classic comd tasks, SSgt Daniels' stand had
4 comd tasks, which the teams could complete in any order, or if
they were stuck on a particular one, could "freeze" and go back
to, if they had time. The only group to complete all 4 of the com
tasks during the day were the Cpls, although in doing so, they
also suffered the only casualty of the day. One of the tasks
required the teams to build a human bridge so that only their
hands touched the ground. Cpl Jones decided he'd use his PTI
power and balance to walk across the gap. Unfortunately, he
slipped and landed on a tent peg getting a gash along his hand.
Fortunately, Regtl Medic Cpl Raaff was in the same team and
able to patch him up. It can't have hurt that much, because on
arrival at hospital to have a stitch put in the cut, he decided not
to have the local anaesthetic while the doctor did his work.
Perhaps his "PTI Power" had re-started itself by then?
In spite of the injuries at the comd task stand, the most
dangerous looking stand of the weekend was actually the ravine
crossing stand being run by ROMS, W02 Cartledge, which
crossed an appreciably sized stretch of stream. Reassuringly for
the DS, the stream had been waded by Capt Hutton during the
staff recce on the previous Thursday, which had confirmed that
the stream was not above thigh depth. There had however been
an area further upstream which was as much as waist deep,
which had been confirmed when the Adjt's voice had increased
by an octave. Of course, none of the team members knew how
deep the water was, so the stream looked a little foreboding. The
SNCOs group were able to confirm the water depth, when Sgt
Wells fell in but everyone else managed to stay dry. All teams
crossed the ravine, although none quite used the OS solution.
Despite the 2 long logs and 1 short hinting (so the OS thought) at
an A-frame, 2 teams tried using a very lop-sided tripod to supp?rt
the rope. Fastest across were the officers, who rejected the main
rope and went across on a commando wire style crossing using 2
of the smaller ropes.
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Whereas the officers had been by far and away the fastest at the
ravine crossing, veh first-works parades turned out to be their
downfall on one of the other stands. Cpl Badman was running a
stand which required the teams to change the wheel on a land
Rover without using the veh jack. The teams then had to firstworks the veh before they drove it off. Unfortunately, the officers
failed to spot that the light clusters had been swapped over. For
future note, officers: indicators should not be red in colour!
Foreman SSgt Stokoe and SSgt Sharp probably had the most
fun of the day from the OS perspective running their stand . Two
members of each team had to lead the remainder of the team
along a trail whilst blindfold and then had to assemble a rifle and
a radio. As you might imagine, there were some comical
performances from quite a few individuals whilst blindfolded. See
SSgt Sharp for the full video evidence!
The last stand was an obstacle course set up by Sgt Bird, who
was most disappointed that in spite of his best efforts, all of the
teams managed to complete the stand in the time allowed.
On return ing to the accommodation, the teams were awarded

The teams on the Firing Line
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points on how their teams had performed for each of the tasks.
Points were then converted by SSgt Daniels into piles of wood
and other items of scrap from which the teams had to build a
contraption able of firing a golf ball anc cam-pole. Some teams
were working late into the night buildin£ highly complex machines
which for some would have questionable effectiveness on the
range on Sunday morning but more of that in a momen. '.

The Corporals team in the Firing Position

On Sunday morning, the teams had a discussion group session, if
nothing else, to recover from the RQMS's quiz night the previous
evening. After a burden retri eval race in teams to wake everyone
up, it was of to the improvised "range" for the golf ball/cam pole
shoot off. All of the teams had gone for a variant of the catapult,
but with varying degrees of complexity. In some cases, this
decreased the
effectiveness
of their
machine!
Leading from
the front, the
officers were
able to
celebrate
when one of
their cam
poles made it
across the
start line (a
distance of
1.5m!). Other
teams had
more success,
with the Cpls
team firing one
of their golf
balls over
250m! As a
result, the CO
declared the
Cpls team the
overall winners
for the
The winning team - The Corporals
weekend.

they got to Kirkcudbright, received their meals, acquired a bed
space and were given instructions of what was to happen the
following day.
My first impression of the 4 males and 4 females within the team
were that they were prepared to attempt anything that was
'
thrown at them and as the weekend progressed it was rewarding
to see the enthusiasm that they put into the tasks presented to
them.
Saturday morning at 0800hrs, E team arrived at the first stand,
which was a demonstration of erecting a mast and setting up a
radio. They were then directed to another area where an incident
had occurred. A soldier had been wounded and they were given
the task to establish a communication post and to call in a
helicopter to extract the casualty. This they did expeditiously and
I was particularly impressed by the bedside manner of Irene
Mccready, as she tended to the wounded soldier.
HRH meets LCpl Hanna after her Op TELIC tour

Those who were assembled in the Drill Hall were treated to a
buffet fit for a Princess, thanks to the efforts of W02(RCWO)
Charlie Milligan, LCpl Flo Conlane, LCpl Dana Jamieson and
Pte Suzanne Jennings.
The visit lasted only 2 hours but was engineered so that as many
Regtl pers were able to meet HRH as possible. All those involved
were massively impressed by her enthusiasm and her genuine
interest in what was being said. On departure from the Regt a
posy was presented to HRH by Miss Lauren Wolfe, daughter of
Capt Ian and Sgt Debbie Wolfe.

ARMY

co

Lt Col FER Whichelo
W01(RSM) P Coates

VISIT BY HRH THE PRINCESS ROYAL - 16 MAY 07
It is not often that a Royal Signals unit is privileged to receive a
visit from it's Colonel in Chief, therefore we were delighted to get
the news from Col Carl Conlon, the Regimental Secretary, that
our request for a Royal visit during our 40th anniversary year had
been granted and that we should prepare ourselves to receive
HRH The Princess Royal on Wednesday 16 May 07 .
While planning began in earnest, the necessary in-province
security meant that the Adjt, Capt Alf Cupper, spent many hours
visiting the Northern Ireland Office in Stormont being royally
entertained by the girts in the outer office, the S03 Visits office in
HQNI, being bombarded with demands for affection by Reilly the
dog, and the CO's office in Belfast, being persuaded to make
'just one more change to the programme'. What little hair he had
was disappearing as fast as his home life!

simply moved indoors! On arrival at Clonaver Park TA Centre The
Princess Royal was met by the Representative Col Comdt, Maj
Gen AJ Raper, who introduced the Regimental Secretary, the
Hon Col, Col I Henderson and the CO, Lt Col Fred Whichelo.
We were off, no going back now, so fi ngers crossed that the
rehearsals had paid off and that the soldiers being presented
would not embarrass themselves. We need not have worried,
HRH met soldiers working on UK Ops eqpt, soldiers recently
returned from op tours, members of the Royal Signals
Association Northern Ireland Branch, ex-members of the Regt
and serving soldiers and their fam ilies, including Regular soldiers
and officers from 10 Sig Regt and 39 Inf Bde - everything went
like clockwork.

On the day of the visit , the heavens opened and remained open
throughout. This acceptably normal May weather did not
dampen the spirits of our well-timbered Ulstermen a jot. They
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Miss Lauren Wolfe presents

a posy to The Princess Royal

66 {CITY OF BELFAST) SUPPORT SQUADRON
EXERCISE EXECUTIVE STRETCH - by W02 (SSM) Don Holmes
The evening Friday 26 May began slowly. It was 1830hrs at
Clonaver Park and Capt Trevor Henry, who had been tasked
with booking the executives in for the weekend, was beginning to
show some signs of stress.

r

Routinely, the TA train on a Tuesday evening but to accommodate
the evening visit, the trg night for the week of the visit was
changed to a Wednesday - a simple enough amendment that
should cause no bother we thought - how wrong we were.
Numerous telephone calls were fielded by the PSAOs asking
what trg was taking place on Tuesday. The only response given
was that by all means the TA should attend and the RSM, W01
Paul Coates, would happily employ all those who showed up
and introduce them to the shaft of a yard brush .

Maj Kyle introduces Ctn Giles from Support Squadron to the
Princess Royal
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Evacuating the T1 cases first, Harry Whan's skills were revealed,
showing good co-ordination and directing clear instructions for
the team. At this point I believed that this team stood a good
chance at coming out top. There were prizes for the team that
achieved the most overall points, which were rewarded for
performance at each event.
However my aspirations for E team were starting to fade when we
arrived at the next stand, which was hosted by Queens University
Officer Training Corps. Their stand consisted first of a general
knowledge quiz, followed by an abseil down a cliff face on to the
beach where we were met by 2 combat vehs reconnaissance
tracked (CVR1) and spirited away to the next obstacle.
Why did my confidence in E team start to fade? One of the
questions in the quiz was "How many months have 30 days?"
Jackie Wilson, a member of E team was completing the quiz
when I noticed that she had written 4. I discreetly pointed out
that whilst some months had 31 days instead of 30, they still
contained 30 days. I was then dismayed when I read her answer
at the end, in which she had written 12, forgetting that February
has less than 30 days. The answer should have been 11.

40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

RSM

The next situation the team faced was a mass casualty incident
under supervision of 253 Fd Amb, where the team came across a
number of casualties and had to triage them accordingly.

On the white board situated at the entrance of the junior ranks
mess, were the names of 64 civilians who had put, or had had
their names put forward as volunteers to sample the delights of a
mil trg weekend, hosted this year by 40 (U) Sig Regt M. But the
board had only a small number of names highlighted to indicate
that the named pers had arrived.
However, as 1930hrs approached , the slow trickle of people
arriving at the gate had turned to a flood , as they all crowded
round Capt Henry to ensure that he had booked them in and
also to receive instructions about which team they would be
attached to for the weekend . It is at this point where you meet up
with the members of your team and anticipate whether these are
the sorts of people with which you can form a cohesive group.
I was tasked to be a minder of E team for the event, ensuring that
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Then to follow came the abseil, in which Irene Mccready ended
upside down at the bottom of the cliff and Nicola Monroe, who
is into anything equestrian, had to travel with her head out of the
turret in the CVRT, as there was trouble fitting her 6 ft frame into
the back with the normal sized passengers, but judging by the
smile on her face when we arrived at the next stand hosted by
152 Tpt Regt RLC, she realised she had had the best seat on the
bus. This was the tempo for all the stands until the end of the
day. When I enquired of the team what they thought of the
stands they declared as one that they had a brilliant day.
We met up later that evening for a bib and a social drink or two
until about two o'clock, entertained by a country and western
band. The team this time were taken aback at how cheap the
liquid refreshments were and one or two of them, not wishing to
miss a bargain, over indulged - this was apparent the following
morning when we went on the battle scenario with the Irish
Rangers. There were loads of explosions and smoke and then
rushing up to take the enemy at the top of the hiH. The laying
down of covering fire and a tactical withdrawal proved too much
for some of the team and they had to lean over the hedge a time
or two, but they didn't give up and staggered on to the next
stand hosted by the RNR from HMS Caroline in Belfast. These
chaps had a couple of comd tasks for the group. The first one
was completed very smoothly by the team and feeling rather
proud of themselves, they took on the second task rather too
casually with the team having committed 2 of its members and
while trying to reason the solution Nicola made a complete ass
of her self by declaring that she had the solution and rushed in
before I could suggest she should show caution. She got it
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totally wrong, resulting in the team having to start all over again.
All credit to her, she took all the stick we gave her with good
grace and the whole team and the di1ecting staff were in fits of
laughter, I wish I had a video of it Tre last stand was finished at
1030hrs and the teams were to atteriu the presentation at
11 OOhrs in the hanger in Kirkcudbright when the resulr:' were read
out. We were the team that came last but we were definitely the
team that came first for most laughs.
ROYAL SIGNALS OPERATIONAL SHOOTING COMPETITION CORPSOSC- by Sgt Co lin Gordon

NISAAM 2007
CORPOSC was just a warm up for us, before taking on the fierce
competition we would face at NISAAM. With 40 Sig Regt usually
placed 4th behind 4/5 Rangers, Queens OTC and 152 RLC.
There was no time for any additional practice or check zero, as
there were only 2 weeks between the 2 meetings th is year, but
with 'Best Young soldier' and 'B Class' on the team we felt we
were ready.

Over 400 miles and an 8 hr drive lay ahead of us before we would
reach our objective, CORPSAM 2007or CORPSOSC as it is now
called.

Once again the weather conditions were perfect at Ballykinler.
We held the top individual scores throughout the day for the
FIBUA Match, with SSgt Eagleson in 1st place with a score of
188 and myself in 2nd with an impressive personal best of 168.

On arriving at Ash Ranges, we found the queue for the zeroing
range was already a mile long so we opted for the pistol range.
We then headed for the Association practioe to check if we were
hitting at 300, before going back to the zeroing range to make the
necessary adjustments.

With 40@40 this year being 40 Sig Regt 40th birthday, winning
the NISAAM was the cherry on the cake. Apart from being
Champion Unit and Team Snap 1st place, we also had 5 of the
team in the top 12, with SSgt Eagleson Champion Shot and
LCpl Harper Best 'B' class and 3rd overall.

Onoe the team was happy, we headed back to D Lines in
Pirbright Camp for a well earned lunch and to sort out a bed
space for the weekend.

This means the team will be off to Sisley for TASAM 2007 in July,
so watch out! watch out! for the October issue.

85 (U&AA) SIGNAL SQUADRON
As always Saturday was glorious as we made our way back to
Ash Ranges.
Last year LCpl Stu Harper had won 'Best Young Soldier' and
was now competing for best 'B Class'. This left an opportunity
for Sig John Colgan to see if he was good enough this year.
With some very good scores during the day, we retired to the
social evening where we had a curry supper and some light
refreshments.
Sunday morning saw us lying around waiting for the Falling Plate
to start. With our team winning the Falling Plate at NISAAM back
home last year, we were quietly confident we could progress
further than the first round, unlike last year at when we got put
out in the first round. Unfortunately this was not to be and once
again we limped back for a long rest prior to prize giving.
Our achievements this year followed on from our success last
year and a special thanks to our CO Lt Col Whichelo and the
PSls for organising the extra trg we got this year.
The results were:
Rifle Team
Champion Unit
Association Cup
Best B Class
Best New Soldier

Runners Up
Runners Up
1st Place
LCpl Stu Harper
Sig J ohn Colg

NI ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS - by Capt D J H Wilson
Sunday 6 May dawned bright and dry but not too warm - great
weather for orienteering. And so the 40 Sig Regt orienteering
team - short on experience, but standing tall with enthusiasm headed off to Woodbourn forest near Carrickfergus for the 2007
NI TA Orienteering Championships. By lucky chance, the team
arrived at registration before the course was actually set up, thus
giving Capt David Wilson a chance to get the novice
competitors up to speed on some of the finer points of
orienteering, notably the ever-tricky "Which way up does this map
go?" question . "Not to worry", quoteth him, "the short course will
be pretty straightforward anyway."
How wrong he was. As it turned out, the short course was
merely a subset of the long course, with scarcely a handrail to be
seen between controls. Colour drained from the face of Sig
Cathy Kelly as she moved slowly away from the start box,
silently cursing her decision to volunteer for the team .
Fortunately, help was at hand in the form of LCpl Louise
Swindell , who caught up with her on the way to the first control.
And later on, just as Louise reached her own point of headscratching confusion , out of the woods emerged the experienced
end of the short course crew in the form of Maj Andy Chambers
and Sgt Colin Gordon. Together they swept through the field to
set the male and female teams well on course to a highly
respectable result.
Meanwhile, the one remaining short course competitor, Sig David
McClenaghan , was returning to registration sporting a red face
and an absent EMIT card. Five minutes later, he was back out on
the course after being informed by the event organisers that EMIT
cards are far too expensive to be left lying in a forest. A lonely
hour of rummaging in the undergrowth eventually yielded success
in the search, though too late to allow the unfortunate Sig
Mcclenaghan to finish the course.
Also ploughing a lonely furrow were the 3 long course
competitors, Lt Col Fred Whichelo , Capt David Wilson and
Capt Janette Wilson, who had to come to terms with some fairly
technical orienteering in tricky terrain. Fortunately, all 3 managed
to complete the course, albeit as the controls were being
collected in the case of the Capts Wilson.

Two very happy young men - L/Cpl Stu Harper and
Sig John Colgan
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And so to the prize giving, with Lt Col Whichelo distributing the
rewards in recognition of his new appointment as Chairman of the
Army Orienteering Association in Northern Ireland. Both Capt
David Wilson and the male team as a whole narrowly missed out
on a runners-up prize on the long course, and in 3rd place
overall. However, the female team had a better end to the day,
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with LCpl Swindell the runner-up on the short course, and the
team as a whole (Capt Janette Wilson, LCpl Louise Swindell
and Sig Cathy Kelly) pipping QUOTC to win overall. Well done
to all involved!
ORIENTEERING AT LADY DIXON PARK - 29 MAY 07
- by Capt D J H Wilson
With appetites for orienteering whetted by the success in the NI
Championships, the evening of Tuesday 29 May saw the Lisburn
and Belfast elements of 40 Sig Regt (85, 66 and 698 Sqns)
assemble at Lady Dixon Park on the outskirts of south Belfast.
Capt David Wilson had planned a score format event, with only
45 mins to visit as many of the 17 controls (each valued at 1o 50 points each) as possible. Some 47 competitors assembled to
test their wits as well as their fitness in a fast and furious run
around the world-famous rose gardens.
Score orienteering can be a confusing affair, as it can become
difficult.to keep track ?f :-Vhich controls have been visited already
and which can be realistically reached in the remaining time. The
3 hot pre-event favourites, Lt Col Whichelo, 2Lt Lindsay Fulton
and Sgt Matt Gill , all fell foul of this dilemma, each posting a
respectable time yet contriving to miss a control en route to
another destination . This left the road open for Sig John Colgan
of 66(Sp) Sqn to complete a fi nely judged run, collecting all 17
controls (490 points) in a time of 44:8. The only other competitor
to cover all 17 controls was Cpl Robertson of 85 Sqn; however,
he required 49:45 to complete this feat and thereby incurred a
50pt penalty (calculated as 10 pts per minute or part thereof). Of
course, though Cpl Andy Blair (66 Sqn) and LCpl Louise
Swindell (698 Sqn) could also claim to have punched 17
controls, their re-punching of control 037 won them no extra
credit in the stern eyes of the adjudicators.
Lt ?ol Whichelo bagged the runner-up slot with 480 pts (37:24),
whilst fastest female was LCpl Swindell (440 pts, 41:1 8) followed
by 2Lt Fulton (440 pts, 44:56). Other scores of note included Sgt
Gill (480 pts, 38:06), Cpl Blair (440 pts, 40:55) and Sig Matthew
Holmes (698 Sqn (440 pts, 41 :20), the latter comfortably
managing to beat his father, W02 Don Holmes (66 Sqn), who
instead won the dubious privilege of highest time penalty (160
pis) thereby reducing his final score to 170. In contrast to some
previous events, however, nobody managed to sink to a negative
score with time penalties, which must count as some sort of
progress. Well done to all who took part!

Capt David Wilson, also on the Nijmegen team, qualified
separately. Good luck 40 Sig Regtl
EXERCISE TROPICAL STROM BELIZE-12 FEBRUARY 2007
TO 6 APRIL 2007 - by Sig Clyde
In December 2006 I noticed a trawl request on the Sqn notice
board calling for signals trained soldiers to assist with Ex
TR~PICAL STROM in Belize between February and April 2007.
Having volunteered along with Sig Kyle we arrived at Ballykinler
ca~p on 12 February 2007 to meet the 22nd Cheshire Regt, the
unit we were deploying with. From the minute we arrived and
~et th_
e Coy Sgt Maj. who was given the task of getting us the
right kit, I had a feeling this was going to be a good tour. After
some initial Bowman fami liarisation trg in Northern Ireland, we
deployed to Belize arriving in the dead of night on 17 February.
In ~he morning we were greeted by Lt Jeyes, a Royal Signals
officer who was also out helping the Cheshires and who we had
been passed on to. He promptly led us to our SSgt for the
duration, who explained that we would be located in Price
Barracks for the majority of our time in Belize.
That day was the start of the ex and we were thrown straight into
the deep end, helping with kit distribution, antenna erection and
radio stag. Very quickly we settled into camp routine which
involved a 6 to 8 hour rad io stag each day, depending on
numbers in camp. In addition we were instructed to continually
look for better ways of improving the base-fit radio signal and just
to keep us busy we were tasked as general labourers for the QM
to assist with all types of replens for the troops in the jungle.
This routine lasted until the last week of ex, which was the final
attack phase. As a change to the routine we were given the
privilege of being part of the "Batsub team" (Batsub are the
permanent staff in Belize who organise and plan the trg that is
undertaken by visiting regts). During this phase we were asked if
we wanted to go out into the jungle. Of course we were thrilled at
the chance and said yes without hesitation. So after a 12 hr stag
through the night, we headed out at 0500hrs to act the part of
SAS guides leading a company of Cheshires through the jungle
for 2km to attack an enemy position . Although we were not in
the jungle for long, I personally enjoyed every second . It was
great to be given the trust to lead from the front. After the attack
was completed we had to get back out of the jungle for a
helicopter ride back to base.

NIJMEGEN MARCH QUALIFICATION - 516 MAY 07
-by 2Lt L Fulton and Cpl S Robertson
The weekend of 5/6 May saw mil and civilian teams from all over
the UK descend upon hilly Garelochead in Western Scotland for 2
days of gruelling, blister-inflicting marching. Amongst the teams
who were gluttons for this punishment were 40 (U) Sig Regt.
Over the 2 days the teams were expected to march a pre-set
route ?f 55 miles, while each carrying a weight of 1Okg (not
including food and drinks). The event is used as a qualifier for
the 1DO-mile Nijmegen March endurance event in Holland, where
teams from all over the world march their socks off for 4 days. It
is regarded as a test of physical fitness , stamina and teamwork.
The Scottish marches certainly gave the team from 40 Sig Regt a
t~ster of what to expect in Holland, although they are. hoping the
distinct lack of hills (in sharp contrast to Garelochhead) will make
the real thing a much more enjoyable and 'blister free '
experience. With their place in Nijmegen secured, team captain,
~gt McMillan was asked how she expected the team would fair
in the 'real event', and her response was simple: 'Bring It On.'
And by the looks of the rest of the team the feeling is shared by
all.
The Garelochead marching team comprised 2Lt Lindsay Fulton,
SSgt Cathy Barker, SSgt Glenn Campbell, SSgt Colin Sanlon,
Sgt Maggie McMillan, Cpl Scott Robertson, Cpl Maggie
Mu~holland, Sig Richard Hazard, Sig Christine Murray, Sig
Blair Bateson, pte Houst on Wilson and Sig Tyrone Howarth.
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Sig Clyde leading from the front

It was one of the best experiences of my life and I would do it
again if the opportunity arose and it has convinced me to start
apply for more tours around the world.
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69 {NIH) SIGNAL SQUADRON
DUKE OF WESTMINSTER TAKES THE SALUTE AT ANNUAL
COMMEMORATION OF THE BATTLE OF THE HITLER LINE
1944
On Sunday 20 May 07, the North 1.ish Horse (NIH) Regimental.
Association, B (NIH) Sqn QOY and 69 (NIH) Sig Sqr took p~rt in
the annual church service and parade to commemorate their
most distinguished Battle Honour. The service is held on the
Sunday nearest to May 23, the actual date when th~ NIH in .
support of the Canadian 1st Division broke the formidable Hitler
line in Italy in 1944. As a result the NIH w~re .aw.arded th~
unique distinction of wearing a Maple Leaf 1ns1grn~ ~n their
uniform, a tradition which is carried on by the surviving Sqns.

everyone made their way to the TA Centre for the parade, d~ring
h"ch the Association members laid a wreath at the Churchill
~a~k which stands at the gate. The wreath laying party were
joined by veterans Jeff Jeffery and Donald. Hun~ who had fought
in Churchill tanks during the Battle of the Hitler Line when the NIH
lost 36 officers and men killed and 32 tanks knocked out in one
day.

on an indoor court several times the size of a squash court, with
a hard white ball less than an inch in diameter and long wooden
rackets with a small round head. The rules are similar to squash,
although the ball travels much faster (at speeds of up to
180mph).

February, at the same time as the Army real tennis tournament.
Sadly the size and commitments of the modern Army meant that
the entry for the 2007 competition was disappointing, with only 6
pairs taking part, though that did not make it any less keenly
contested.

It suffers from a somewhat narrow playing base, as most of the
courts in England belong to boys' public schools and the speed
of the game and unusual angles make it difficult to master later in
life. It is particularly popular with cricketers as the skills are very
similar. Colin Cowdrey and Ted Dexter were both rackets
players, as are current county players Matt Windows and
Richard Montgomerie.

ICCY, represented by Capt Barker and Sig Williams cruised into
the final with few problems and there met the QRH. In the final,
ICCY started slowly and only some spectacular returns from
Barker kept them in the match at 1 - 1; both ICCY players then
located a good serving length for an ultimately comfortable 3 - 1
victory.

But none of them ever won a trophy as big as the Army
Championship cup. The magnificent Army Championship trophy
has been played for every year (wartime interruptions apart) since
1892. The tournament is now played at the Queen's Club in
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This year the commemoration was hosted by 69 (NIH) Sig Sqn in
Limavady and the inspecting officer was The Duke of
Westminster who was performing one of his final duties as a Maj
Gen in the Territorial Army. The church service was conducted by
the Rev Canon Sam McVeigh in Christ Church and was
attended by Association members, TA soldiers and their families
and a number of distinguished guests. Following the service

This year the commemoration also celebrated the 60th
anniversary of the re-formation of the NIH following WW2 and
also the service given to the Regt by the late Sir Michael
Mccorkell. Earlier in the year, Lady Aileen McCorkell presented
a cup in memory of her late husband to be competed for annually
between the two Sqns in a shooting competition. During the
parade, Lady Mccorkell presented the cup to Maj Andy Woods
and the winning team this year from 69 (NIH) Sig Sqn.

71st (YEOMANRY) SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col CS Tallents TD
W01 P Joyce

EXERCISE PHOENIX BUZZARD REGIMENTAL CADRE
COURSE

Ex PHOENIX BUZZARD was the Regtl cadre course held at
STANTA over the period18- 22 May. After a kit check and a
briefing from SSgt Alfie Alford, we deployed from Uxbridge to
Chelmsford arriving late on Friday evening. The first event of the
weekend was a briefing from the W01 (RSM) Joyce. The
weekend activities sounded varied and interesting; I think
everyone was looking forward to the arduous weekend ahead.
We boarded the tpt for STANTA trg area and we arrived in the
early hours of Saturday morning to be given our accn for the
night a tin shed. Breakfast was served at 0600hrs, we were then
given ammunition and dropped off in the middle of nowhere and
given a grid for the first stand. The first stand was a recovery
task, enough said about that (cheers Tiffy), once this task was
finished we moved off tactically to our next stand, a comd task.
This had the added incentive of recovering our rations or go
hungry for 24 hrs, after the usual 20 min discussion, we decided
to put one of the 20 plans into action. The first few failed
miserably but we got there in the end. We then moved off
knowing we were about to get wet at the river crossing and after
a paddle in the river, we continued on. The rest of the day
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continued in the same vein until 1800hrs when we reached the
harbour area, time for tea and a hot brew before orders were
given on the night's tasks - a CTR, this passed off without
incident much to our surprise. After a couple of hour's sleep, we
were attacked and had to bug out. We were given a grid to get
to and off we went expecting the worse, we were expecting the
enemy to pop out of Maj Kenny Kendrick's moustache at any
time but instead we were attacked by the W02(FofS) Jamie
Harper and his team, dressed like they were the ones who hadn't
had any sleep; we defeated them and moved on. The next stand
was a trailer push. We found a wheel, but no sign of the trailer, of
course. The trailer appeared a further mile down the track and
once we put the wheel back on we pushed it miles to the asslt
but knowing it was the last event everyone gave it their all.
ARMY REGIMENTAL RACKETS CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY
Recent visitors to the Officers' Mess at Lincoln's Inn may have
noticed a very fine addition to the Regtl collection of silverware.
The new arrival is the Army Regimental Rackets Championship
trophy, recently won by ICCY: solid silver, over 4 ft high (bigger
than the FA cup) and one of the largest pieces of sporting
silverware in the country. The casual observer could be forgiven,
however, for asking what it is awarded for ...
Rackets is an antique forerunner of squash. First played against
the walls of debtors' prisons in the 18th century, it is now played
THE WIRE, AUGUST 2007

Did I mention the size of the cup?

1 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)

Lady Mccorkell presents the McCorkell Cup to Maj Andy Woods
and 69 (NIH) Sig Sqn
A Churchill Mk VII guards the gate at Umavady TAC

It is a major achievement for a unit the size of ICCY to win an
Army-wide competition, a success that should, with luck, be
repeated next year.

Maj SPM Nesmith
W01 (RSM) A Caulfield

RSM

accounts and the massive task of taking over some 500 vehs that
the MT Sect currently holds. Good luck to Sgt Steve Mackay
and Sgt George Callender in locating the said vehs. At least you
have 6 months in which to do so boys. Crack on and live the
dream as they say.

The last 2 months have been frantic with everyone finishing leave,
packing and getting on various means of tpt to deploy on Op
TELIC 10. On 1 Jun we had the HO/TO between 19 Lte Bde and
1 Mech Bde and 215 Sig Sqn taking the reigns with Theatre
comms and the life sp for the Bde HQ & Sig Sqn. For many, this
is going to be a long 6 months but hopefully for everyone there
will be many moments of high moral.

The Tp as a whole is now looking forward to supporting 1 Mech
Bde for the duration of what will be a very busy deployment. We
would also like to welcome the new QM(T) into theatre, Maj Chris
Kidd. The J1 Village awaits your presence, Sir!

SUPPORT TROOP

EUPHRATES TROOP

QM(l)
RQMS
Tp SNCO

Maj Chris Kidd
W02(RQMS) Bickerstaff
SSgt Taff O' Connor

QC
Tp SSgt

Capt Pete Hodgkinson
SSgt Chris Deal

THE BEGINNING OF THE TOUR - by Sig Trottor
The relief in place with 19 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (209) has now
taken place after a week's RSOI package in the blistering heat of
Kuwait. The week 's trg gave the troops a last final chance to
cover the skills that they learnt during per-deployment trg in
Tidworth.
The week's trg went well with LCpl Jaz Jaruzsek, making the
long trek to the cookhouse in heat of more than 50 degrees and
then complaining it's such a long walk back and I'm hungry
again. During the week, the Tp practised a full Strike Op and the
team enjoyed the hard work, especially the 2 entry men, SSgt
'Taff' O' Connor and Sgt George Callender, who were known
after the ex as "The Two Bunker Busters" after easily gaining
entry through the door.
Life then changed dramatically as the Tp was then put on an
evening flight Into Basrah to complete the relief in place that we
had been sent to do with 19 Lt Bde. The 30 min flight in complete
darkness into Basrah Airport was completed with SSgt Paul
Hounsell coming off the plane a darker shade of green; finally
relieved to put his boots onto something concrete again.
The troops were met by the arrival staff and briefed the following
morning and put Into our 5 star accn. They then made there way
to the respective depts in which they will be working for the next
6 months. They got stuck straight into taking over the Op
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OPTAG started in January for the original members of the Sqn,
with instructions on camp by the OPTAG trg team - death by
power point. The lessons consisted of Op DALTON trg, card
alpha, Int briefs, card alpha, IED trg and public order trg (and
more card alpha).
In February, the Sqn deployed to Lydd and Hythe to carry out a
Range package, and to enforce the previous OPTAG trg with
some ex scenarios. Also in February was the time for people to
get away for courses they required to do the job in Euphrates,
such as NSTN and Crypto courses. At the end of the month, all
the trg was consolidated with the Bde MAX on Salisbury Plain.
In Feb, SSgt Deal came from 3 Div to run the Tp after SSgt
Sidney Barrass jumped ship and abandoned the lads for Tigris
Tp. On 15 May, the main body of the Sqn arrived in Kuwait and
start their RSOI package. This was mainly a repeat of the
previous OPTAG trg with the addition of extreme temperatures
and some realistic ranges, in which the convoy was "running
smoothly and in pristine order" cheers for the voice procedure
Cpl Long. This started to bring home how difficult our tour could
be for the members of the Sqn who have not been before. The
Sqn started acclimatisation trg with PT increasing each day in
difficulty and the long walk to the Yank cookhouse each mealtime
- a 56 km round trip.
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other task the troop is responsible for is now in good nick also,
and is quite a nice place for visiting troops fresh from down town
Basra to visit; except for the hole in the floor created by Sig
Graham rolling out of bed!
There is still work to be done. Our armour hasn't arrived in the Tp
yet and we haven't started our busy social calendar yet, though it
is in hand and soon our first cinema night will be opening to an
exclusive audience of Tigris Tp soldiers. Once the social
calendar does kick in, there will be few opportunities for boredom
in the ranks, unless going to the same bar every night, watching
the limited collection of DVDs, or taking part in another poker
night doesn't float your boat!

The troop arrived at the COB and took over the role of Euphrates
Tp from 19 Lt Bde. Most of the operators have adapted well to
COMMCEN duties and got into shift routine quickly. The odd one
or two are keeping the fridge well stocked with Fanta after being
fined for their sins - cheers SigTodd. Sig McGladdery has a new
name after answering the phone "Commcen McGladdery, Sig
Basrah speaking sir!" This will keep C shifts morale high for the rest
of the tour - cheers Baz!

In April, I went to Belize to do jungle warfare where I was
attached to 1 SCOTS to take part in a Bn level live inf ex. At first
I learnt how to survive and fight in the jungle and how to navigate
through tough terrain without getting lost. Then came the live fire
ex. At first it started off at sect level but over the next few weeks
we moved up to Bn level, which was a real eye opener. To see
each individual sect attack, while understanding the big picture,
made me realize how complex orders could be. With support
from arty, mortars and Pumas the whole ex was made much
more realistic. I had never been so tired in my life but loved every
moment. At the end of the ex I managed to visit San Pedro for a
day and went diving with sharks in 'Shark Ray Alley' . For
someone who is doing marine biology next year, this was an
unforgettable experience.

TIGRIS TROOP

Tp SSgt

Lt Chris Anderson
SSgt Sid Barrass

TIGRIS TROOP SO FAR. ..
Tigris Tp deployed to the Middle East a month ago, eager and
ready for the challenges that lay ahead. Now, one month in, we
have settled somewhat and all the men of this small band are
beginning to feel comfortable in our new environment. It helps
that this place feels eerily familiar, despite the sand , the heat, and
the good living conditions that the men have to endure. Maybe it
is the routine that does it, morning nominal roles and veh maint
taking up a large part of the day. Or maybe it's the 'small jobs'
given us by the RSM and Ops that make it all feel somehow
homely. We've all noticed it; this place is Tidworth, but with good
quality sleeps!
Its been a busy few weeks for us since our arrival, first getting all
the kit handed over from our predecessors in 209 Sqn and then
bringing it back up to a half decent standard. The men have
achieved much in this small time and we have almost made
Allenby Lines our own. The Gym is now a sparkly pleasing place
to train, rather than the dank hole it was on arrival. The BPF, that

On return to Osnabruck, I managed to get myself on the Sqn ski
team. A week later I was in Kaprun in Austria, learning that my
'chalet girl' ski style was completely wrong! However after a few
pointers, I got the hang of alpine racing and came 2nd overall in
the junior league. From that I went on to 1 Div Army
Championships where I learnt a new discipline, downhill racing,
one of the most thrilling things I have ever experienced.
For the next month, I shadowed a Tp Comd, where I learnt
exactly what a 2Lt's role is and all the tasks and responsibilities
he had. I also got to grips with jobs and maint of the 434 armd
vehs, as they had to be stripped and cleaned ready for Ex
MEDICINE MAN in Canada the following year.

The Jong trek to the cookhouse on RSOI in Kuwait
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the next 2 weeks. To see everything fall into place from what 1
had learnt at Blandford was a real eye opener. Seeing a Bde HQ
at work and how all the different cap badges and varied
information are put together to create a plan was very impressive.
The ex was very different from Sandhurst; we slept in a building,
ate fresh food from a tented cookhouse and it was all on a much
bigger scale.

Sgt Shaw and his Synergy Team

All the members of the Tp are getting to know each other now,
and I am glad to report that no one smells too badly, which could
be a concern out here. The augmentees are settling well,
especially the ones who have gone to DANBAT, the Danish
Battalion rear link here on the COB. They are settling so well
there is a concern they might go native and start talking in a
funny accent and growing massive beards! Thankfully none of
them are tall, blonde or indeed attractive, so hopefully they will
fail to embed themselves too fully with the crazy Danes. I would
also like to report whilst on the subject of DANBAT rear link, that
LCpl French is categorically failing to get anywhere with any of
the females at DANBAT. As I said, he obviously has none of the
required characteristics.

RSM

At the end of March, the Sqn bade farewell to the OC, Maj JP
Townsend. We wish him and his family well at their new posting
in Shrivenham. In his place we welcome Maj P Griffiths and
family for what promises to be a busy 2 yrs, with the upcoming
tour of Iraq and a unit move to Catterick.
Dominating much of our time during the last few months has
been the deployment to BATUS. Many of the Sqn deployed in
ear1y April for Ex MEDMAN 1, where we supported the 1 LANCS
BG from the Armd HO. The ex was a success and the Sqn
continues to provide support for MEDMAN 2 and 3. Back in
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MY YEAR IN THE ARMY - by 2Lt Freddie Holland
Never for a second did I imagine what I would be getting into
when I had my first interview to discuss my interest in joining the
Army. When I marched off parade at Sandhurst in September
last year, I had no idea what to expect. Now looking back, it has
been an absolutely fantastic experience.
After Sandhurst and a week's Royal Signals trg at Blandford, I
was posted to 4 Mech Bde in Osnabruck, Germany. A day after
arriving, I was straight out on Ex RHINO CHARGE in Poland tor
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204 Sig Sqn's " Rank For The Day'' started on the night of the
Christmas function. The soldiers were given the chance to bid for
certain senior ranks within the Unit, in aid of the Great Ormond
Street Children's Hospital. However, due to the amount of
alcohol that was consumed before the bidding commenced and
the inevitable inter-troop rivalry, it is no wonder that the money
raised was more than expected!
The day started with a champagne breakfast in the Officers'
Mess. We were met at the entrance and escorted inside where
we were each handed a glass of champagne, then continued to

the ante room before our buffet breakfast. Polite conversation
mixed with early morning champagne soon turned into laughing
and joking, mainly about how Sig 'Norman' McKenzie (assuming
the role of RSM) had parked his car in the real RSM 's parking
space.

All in all things are going well so far and we continue to settle in,
waiting for life to get busy once the Bde ramps up its op tempo.
We all hope that no one starts to fez, and that everyone at home
is okay. At some time in the future you will hear from Tigris again,
and until then be sure we are just fine out here in Tid .. . Basra.

camp, the pace of life doesn't decrease as we prepare for a Bde
CAST, pre-deployment trg and exs in Sennelager and Bavaria.

RANK FOR A DAY - by Sig Bahr

Champagne breakfast in the Officers' Mess

2Lt Freddie Holland on Ex MERCURY CHALLENGE

Maj P Griffiths
W01 (RSM) B Batley

Living in Germany over the last year and learning a new language
has been fantastic, and only added to the adventure. As my Gap
Year Commission draws to an end, I can look back and honestly
say that I have thoroughly enjoyed my time in the Army and look
forward to the years ahead with the Southampton University
OTC. My year would not have been near1y as good were it not
for the people I got to know and worked with; all were kind,
helpful and above all patient. Hopefully after university, I will be
rejoining the Army and I am looking forward to the roles and
responsibilities of a Tp Comd in the Royal Signals.

The day after I got back from Belize, I was flying back out to
Antigua to take part in Ex MERCURY CHALLENGE. This sailing
exped involved more than a hundred serving members of the
Royal Corps of Signals circumnavigating the globe in a Challenge
67ft yacht, Adventure in 10 different legs.

4 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (204)
oc

and visitors. For many it was quite emotional as we hadn't had
contact with anyone for 23 days and had been real challenge for
some. After 5 days of cleaning the boat, I arrived back in
Germany to hand in my kit to go to university in September.

I was on the last leg to sail 3500 nautical miles across the Atlantic
to bring Adventure back to Gosport Harbour. I had done a bit of
sailing before but nothing on such a large scale. Three of the
crew had never sailed before and had just come out of basic trg
in Blandford - they had a big surprise. At first the weather was
hot and wind was good, dolphins often swam around the boat
and we saw the odd whale (if you were lucky).
After a storm that lasted 3 days, a whole pod of killer whales
came meters away from the boat which was a huge morale boost
for the crew and was one of my highlights of the trip. On arriving
back, we had a huge reception with lots of press, family, friends
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After breakfast, we made our way to the parade square where the
Sqn awaited our arrival. Once everyone got on parade, LCpl
'Trev' Bloy (assuming the role of OC Sqn) started his inspection
and, almost immediately, certain individuals were marched off for
apparently bad turnout. Knowing how much Sgt 'Squalker'
Walker loves drill, Sig 'Poo-Bear' Bahr (assuming the role of OC
Messina Tp) assigned him the responsibility of providing
educational drill for those who disgraced the Tp!
After the inspection, we went to work ana we were allowed to run
the day's activities, however we saw fit. Sig 'JR' Russell
(assuming the role of OC Alamein Tp) carried out a toolbox
inspection to make sure the Tp's high standards were maintained!
Later that morning, we had tea and toast in the WOs' and Sgts'
Mess, followed by lunch with a pre-setup table in the cookhouse,
where we hosted the "retired" Sqn hierarchy.
After a few glasses of port, it was time for knock-off parade with
RSM McKenzie; thus ending "Rank For The Day" at 204 Sig
Sqn.
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7 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (207)
OC
RSM

Maj RJ Carter
W01 (RSM) Ord

ARMS AND SERVICES DISPLAY AT ROYAL MILITARY
ACADEMY SANDHURST - by Sig Brooker
On Monday 21 May, myself, Lt Steve Maben, Sgt Chris Palin ,
Cpl Gaz Bamford and Sig Sarah Raby left from Hohne for the
journey to the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst for a day of
recruiting. On arrival at Sandhurst on the Tuesday, we set up our
stand which featured a lot of desert DPM and awaited the arrival
of the Officer Cadets. It was good to see some other Royal
Signals units in addition to displays by the RE and the RA
After the set up and brief, the first group of Officer Cadets came
in. They were a little timid at first and a there were more than a
few exhausted faces. A selection of sweets from the SORLS staff
went down well, that is if they got to there before us! This was
our opportunity to talk to the Officer Cadets to let them know
what our role in the Royal Signals is about.
The number of units present illustrated the diversity of the Corps,
with the boss adding the perspective of the Tp Comd.
As we were the only Germany based unit present, the Officer
Cadets were very interested at our stand and were quite
inquisitive about what it was like to serve in Germany, and indeed
with the Bde. I must say we sold it well with Cpl Bamford
poaching prospective Tp Comds from the other stands. The
afternoon became a little monotonous, although some lighthearted amusement was brought to the afternoon when we
covered other units' eqpt with Red Rat stickers - a little present
for them! We all learnt a lot about the Academy and had a good
time, despite the mammoth drive back to Germany.

played out to the right wing to Sig Jaxey Lewis wh? ca_rried the
ball down the wing taking on a defender before putting in a great
cross. The ball found the head of the 207 team captain, LCpl
Billy Burns and he directed the ball to the bottom left corner,
making the score 2-0. The 43 Sqn team kicked off for the second
time and the game played out until halftime, when both teams
where happy to hear the whistle.
After a short break we were back on the pitch for the second half.
It began much slower and after about 15 mins, 43 Sqn managed
to break down the 207 defence and get their first goal. After the
restart, both teams were pushing hard for another goal but
neither team could find a lucky break. With 10 mins left to play,
43 Sqn broke again - this time using the wing who made a good
cross and found the head of the attacker, levelling the score.
Two all, 1o mins left to play and 207 had lost a 2 - 0 lead, but
they didn't let their heads drop and both teams defended hard,
not wanting to concede a third. In the very late stages of the
match, space opened up on the right wing and the ball was
played to the 207 winger, who pressed further up the pitch taking
on the defender and getting a low ball across the goal find ing the
Sqn Artificer, SSgt 'Nath' Lawrence. He managed to make
space for the shot despite being marked by 2 defenders and after
all the hard work, he shot, kicked the ground, and the ball trickled
into the keepers hands.
With a short period of the second half left to play, 207 broke
down the right again. This time the ball was played through a
gap to the young right midfielder, who ran on to it knocking
another low ball into the box, which again found the Tiff, who
shrugged off the defender and this time successfully placed the
ball into the back of the net. The matched played out until full
time sending 207 Sig Sqn through to the BA(G) Minor Units Final
against the AMP with a 3 - 2 victory.

The elite few hand picked by Capt 'Big Mac' McMillan headed
out on their journey from sunny Hohne to deepest darkest
Wiltshire, namely Colerne, home of 21 Sig Regt, who we are
grateful to for putting us up for the weekend.
On the Saturday registration for the race didn't open until 1400hrs
so we headed into Bristol for a bit of sight seeing and retail
therapy and a much needed drink. Cpl Jonny Howells couldn 't
believe the amount of cash the lads were spending on clothes. "I
could get 10 pairs of jeans for the price of them" he remarked.
Once registered, we had 2 hrs before the team briefings started,
time for everyone to strut around in there new Rat Race T-shirts
which, to Cpl Howells' delight, were free.

BAG MINOR UNITS SEMI FINAL - by LCpl Bums
207 Sig Sqn recently played 43 Sqn, 12 LSR in the semi-final of
BA(G) Minor Units football. The match kicked off at a high tempo.
Despite the heat, 207 were pressed on straight away and got an
early goal through Capt 'Big Mac' McMillan; the ball was played
right across the 6 yard box and it was a very simple tap in.
The game slowed down a little as the players settled in but the
game was still moving quickly. Both teams had a few chances
but nothing developed into a goal. Then as the match
approached half time, 207 attacked on the break. The ball was
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Then came Sunday morning, the day's activities started
with a gruelling 65km bike ride from Bristol to Bath, which
Cpl Howells managed to avoid by breaking his bike. The
remaining 5 carried on with their bike ride and tasks
ranging from cycling through rivers, up and down valleys
to abseiling down buildings.
The event finished at 1800hrs on Sunday evening and was
thoroughly enjoyed by all taking part. We finished the
night with a meal and a game of bowling which Sig
Stephen won.
Everybody had a well earned sleep that night, and an early
start for an uneventful journey back to sunny Hohne, Back
just in time for the lads to prepare for battle camp!
The two Rat Race teams posing in Bristol

102 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (262)
oc

Maj Parfitt
W01 (RSM) P Storey

RSM

WIRE NOTES FOR THE RAT RACE 2007 - by LCpl Lee

Sig Raby talks with an Officer Cadet

So with Day 1 complete, we headed back to Colerne to
get ready for the night's festivities; showered, changed and
straight into the Regtl bar for a much needed drink. In the
local nightclub, Caddy's, Sig Brooker and Sig Papa shone
with their dancing skills - move over Justin Timberlake.
The boss was keen to show us and the local ladies, some
rather more intricate moves of his own.

The first part of the competition started at 1900hrs and consisted
of an orienteering route around the City of Bristol. The teams
consisted of Capt McMillan, Sig 'Donkey' Stephen and Sig
Danny Papa in Team 1 and Cpl Howells, Sig Matt Brooker and
Sig Scotty Barsby in Team 2. All the teams set off at the same
time guiding themselves to random checkpoints around the city,
at each checkpoint they had to complete tasks ranging from
kayaking up and down the river to standing in the street singing
Bohemian Rhapsody; this must have been amusing at 21 OOhrs on
a Saturday evening in Bristol city centre!
First team back was Team 1 although they only completed 5
tasks as they spent most of their time looking for the lost Sig
Papa. They were closely followed by Team 2 who were smiling
and thoroughly enjoyed the experience with Cpl Howells stating
he would carry on through the night if he could. They got an
impressive 10 tasks completed.
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THE MORRISON CUP - by Ctn Orchard
On 3 May 2007, 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (262) travelled to
Elmpt Station to take part in the Morrison Cup Athletics Meet.
Having had little opportunity to prepare and with an ever
changing list of team members resulting from op trawls and ex
commitments, no great expectations were held. However, after
a few events and things going our way, the future was bright.
The team, consisting of a full cross section of the Sqn from the
OC to recently posted in Sigs and Cfns, performed to a
pleasingly high standard.
The OC, Maj Parfitt, secured 2nd in the 5000m and was only
pipped in the highest position stakes by Cpl Rogers who came
1st in the long jump. Other results of note were Cpl Callaghan
in 3rd place in the 800m and a number of 4th place positions
from Sig Ford in the javelin, Pte Bidduiph in the 11 Om hurdles,
Cpl Tawakilai in the shot-put, Cpl Walsh in the triple jump and
Cfn Orchard in the high jump.
All in all the Morrison Cup Athletics meet was a great success
and a perfect opportunity for all the lads to show off their
talents (and to pose).
BRAVO TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp Sgt

2Lt A Jankiewicz
Sgt M Tiplady

In mid-March the new Tp Comd, 2Lt Jankiewicz, arrived
straight from her Tp Comds' course in Blandford to take over
from Lt Hunt who was posted back to the UK on promotion to
Capt, as OC of one of the new Army Recruiting Teams. Over
the course of the last few months Bravo Tp have said goodbye
to Sig Marshall (130) and hello to 2 new recruits also straight
from Blandford, Sig 'Horse' Chesnutt and Sig 'Faz Farrell.
With a lot of the Tp attached to other units on ops or on long
courses, manning for exs has been a little stretched. As per
usual, the unit has been busy supporting the Bde Staff on preCAST and CAST exs either side of Easter leave. A large amount
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of activity took place during May. With the Tp Comd in hospital
for a knee operation, the Tp Sgt completing a FIBUA course
and with a few of the guys taking part in Ex ZULU DIAMOND, a
mountaineering expedition in South Africa, preparation for RSIT
and the Combined Inspection Week continued for those left in
barracks.
Most of June will be taken up with both Bde and Sqn level exs
and then most of the lads will get the chance to go sailing or
down to Sonthofen, doing some AT as part of Ex BAVARIAN
DIAMOND before dispersing for summer leave.
A special announcement for Sig Marshall (357) who leaves the
Army in July to follow a career in the City. Best of luck to you
Sig Marshall from all of Bravo Tp!
EXERCISE TUNGSTEN HALBERD 07 - CAST
- by LCpl Kenyon
On the morning of the 16 April, 262 Sig Sqn deployed to
Normandy Barracks in Sennelager. As soon as all the vehs had
arrived safely, we cracked on with building the complex that
was to become the work place for our Staff Officers during the
CAST Ex. This turned out to be sweaty business, with the
weather being unusually good but after the NAAFI fridge had
been emptied of its supply of water, we were able to complete
the majority of the tentage by the end of the day. The cables
and lighting went in, the dining tent was also erected on the
second day and by the end of the third we had completed the
build and following the weekend off, we returned to Normandy
Barracks ready for another busy week.
The main role for 262 Sig Sqn during the ex was to keep on top
of the Bowman eqpt, sorting out faults and generally making the
ex run smoothly for the Staff Officers, by helping out with any
issues they may have whilst using the eqpt.
A few new faces also joined the Sqn during the ex by way of
Sig Sandie, Sig 'DP' Davidson Page and LCpl Nurse, get the
beers in lads!
Not only did Sig Sandie get the good news that he was
deploying on ex for his first week in the Sqn, but it would also
still be going on when his birthday arrived. However he
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celebrated his 18th in style and was presented with a bottle of
champagne and a cake the shape of a pair of "lady bumps" possibly his first!
After a week of late nights, the solving of problems with
Bowman and the swapping of various cables, the ex came to an
end on the morning of 26 April. By 1800 hours we were ready
to return back to PRB after a record speed tear down.
Following the turn around of the eqpt on the Friday, the Sqn
was knocked off. happy in the knowledge that we didn't have to
be in until Wednesday - thank God for Bank Holidays!

EXERCISE HALBERD SHOOT (15- 26 APRIL 07)
- by SSgt T Tye
This year 102 Log Bde Hq & Sig Sqn (262) entered the Corp
Operational Shooting Competition (CORPOSC) and the British
Army Germany Skill at Arms Match (BA(G)SAM). Planning for
the event began approximately 5 months prior to the actual
competitions, which were conducted over the period 15 - 26
April 07, at Pirbright and Sennelager respectively. With team
selection, as usual being the most problematic area, it ended up
being pretty much a scratch team, made up of the only 6
people available during a very busy ex period.
The team was brought together, managed and trained by SSgt
Tony Tye, ably assisted by Sgt Si Holroyd and Cpl Mick
Rogers from the Sqn trg wing. The team comprised of Team
Captain LCpl 'Ash' Ashworth, Vice Captain LCpl 'Coxy' Cox,
team members LCpl Ian Moore, Sig 'Faz' Farigu and Sig Tony
Ryde. The one man admin party was Cfn Phillipe Orchard.

Ex HALBERD SHOOT was a very successful enterprise which
culminated in the Unit shooting team returning victorious from
CORPOSC with 2 trophies and making a very good impression
at BA(G)SAAM with a distinct improvement in scores. The clay
pigeon shooting team won the Royal Signals CORPOSC
Championship, with 2 of its team members, SSgt Tony Tye and
LCpl 'Ash' Ashw orth, qualifying for the Corp team that won the
Inter-Corp championship.

slightly more exotic than Bavari~ or Sn~""'.donia and take them
through a Summer Mountaineering Prof1c1ency? Following the
African saying 'hamble kahle', members of 102 Log Bde HQ &
Sig Sqn (262) packed well and travelled well. to the Drakensberg
region of South Africa to do just that. The aim was to conduct
the course over 7 QMDs, starting with 2 days of acclimatisation
and then completing the Giant's Cup Hiking Trail in the Southern
Drakensberg region.
The downside of exotic locations is the soul-destroying journey
to reach them. But once endured, the breathtaking scenery and
starkly contrasting culture quickly cancel out the uncomfortable
night in economy class. We spent the first few nights in the
Sani Lodge, a rustic and rickety backpacker lodge with an
awesome backdrop of the Giant's Cup and surrounding hills.
Arriving late, the African sun quickly set and we were plunged
into the kind of darkness that makes you realise just how far
you are from civilisation. A rather key factor in planning timings
for hiking - you certainly didn't want to be out in those hills after
dark. The fi rst day of hiking was an easy one - a chance to
stretch legs after 2 days of being cooped up like battery hens.
The Pholela River walk was chosen, and the students spent the
day getting their heads around the basics of contour lines,
back-bearings and pacing distances. Thrown in for good
measure were bush paintings, strange insects and a dip in
breathtakingly cold water. On top of that, there was LCpl 'Billy'
Bedford's stop off to have a photograph with a local cattle
herder. 'Going native', an apt end to the day was a braai (South
African-style barbeque) courtesy of our resident chef, LCpl Ady
Hankin, before collapsing into bed . The second day was a little
more challenging, with a hike up to Balancing Rocks and
Nelson's Column, an impressive set of rocky peaks so distinct
that you would be forgiven for thinking that old Horatio had left
his hat behind. However, it is a long and rocky slog to get to
the top, and after an easy first day, a climb of this calibre was
required to get heart rates racing. It was quickly discovered
that Sig 'Brucey' Forsyth was a bit of a mountain goat, having
grown up in North Yorkshire, but for the mere mortals amongst
us, the going was a little slower. However, we reached the
summit just in time for a spot of lunch and for certain members,
another bracing dip in the crystal clear waters of a secluded
pool. The look of shock on Sig 'Jock' Matthew's face as he
jumped in was sufficient to scare most of the group off though!

The teams 9mm pistol element went very well, with LCpl 'Coxy'
Cox coming 3rd in the REME pistol championship and both of
I could wax lyrical about the standard of hiker required to
the pistol teams reaching the quarter and semi finals
complete the Giant's Cup trail but the fact of the matter is that it
respectively, of the pistol plate match. At BA(G)SAM, Sig Tony
is part of the National Curriculum for children in the reg ion to
Ryde came 4th overall in the LSW match, a very good effort for
complete this hike. The youngest complete 1 day and the
a Young Soldier on his first attempt. The rifle element also went
following year they return and complete 2, and so on until they
well, with a creditable 10th place at CORPSOSC and 3rd place
are merrily trotting along the 5-day route without so much as
in the Minor Units at BA(G)SAM.
...-....-.......--~---~-.,,....,.--,-.--=----~:-------------, breaking a sweat. And if you think that you may
get geographically embarrassed along this route,
think again. Some kind soul has walked the length
of the route with a tin of white paint and left little
footprints to guide you on your way. So in the
same breath I return to my opening paragraph this place is excellent for novices. However, do not
think that it is a breeze. There are some tough
climbs and once the added bonus of a large bergen
and the fierce African sun are factored in, you have
something more resembling a challenging AT exped
than originally thought. Cpl Gary Walsh certainly
learned quickly about the weather, and has the tan
lines to prove it. The students can then share the
responsibility of navigating the group through the
National Park and keeping everyone on track.
_,..........., There is no camping allowed in the park, but the
mountain refuges are cheap and easy to book, and
The Squadron Shooting Team
each one is different. The relative luxury of Swiman
Hut, complete with hot water and electricity is
HAMBLE KAHLE - by Capt Kel/y Griffiths
contrasted by the Zulu-style rondavel huts found at Winterhoek,
complete with spiders, snakes and absolute isolation.
To West Ridge veterans and winter mountaineers, Ex ZULU
DIAMOND may not seem that challenging or newsworthy, but
Our trail group of 12 consisted of 2 instructors, Capt Ian
everyone has to start somewhere, and what better way is there
Blackwood and SSgt Gary Hughes, 2 MLTs, Capt Kelly
to get young soldiers hooked, than to take them somewhere
Griffiths and Sgt Matt Burton and 8 budding students - In

316

THE WIR E, AU GUST 2007

retrospect, this was a good balance. Bar the instructors, the
group were all from the same Sqn and therefore a solid group.
It was a welcome break for all involved from a hectic schedule
of Bowmanisation back in Germany and many had only recently
returned from Op TELIC. With more deployments on the
horizon in 2008, a chance to test leadership and teamwork
away from a dusty HQ tent or a snowy field in Sennelager was
welcomed by all and fully supported by the Sqn. Many people
joke about AT being a 'skive' or a 'holiday', but they are likely to
be those who never stretch themselves to take part in such
activities, and are therefore not privy to watching young soldiers
gain immense benefit from learning new skills or forming the
most unlikely of friendships at the top of a rocky peak. (I will
now step down from my soapbox!) It is also immensely
satisfying as a leader to see the group progress throughout the
exped
The 5 days of the trail are fairly similar; ascents, descents, and

peppered the 5 days in the hills, ensuring that the time passed
quickly and there was not a frown or grumble in sight. Evenings
were spent 'getting back to basics' and it was nice to see
soldiers playing cards or chatting round a campfire instead of
huddling round a Playstation. The most impressive sight
however was Sigs Kerns Whittlesea and 'Faz' Farigu cooking
themselves Spaghetti Bolognese every night 1n a mess tin on a
camping stove!
The lure of Kwazulu Natal's hills was not the only deciding
factor when choosing South Africa as a destination, and the
R&R activities were carefully chosen to give all involved a taster
of the country and its colourful heritage. The battlefields of
Dundee are as humbling and awe-inspiring as the country's
natural attractions, and a short pit stop in the town gave us the
opportunity to visit Rorke's Drift and lsandlwana. With a portly
ex-lnfanteer from the South African Defence Force as our guide,
the soldiers were put through their paces in the form of a
mini-TEWT at each location. The general consensus was
that everyone learned something from the experience, and
the heathens amongst the group headed home with the
intention of putting it all into context with the help of
Michael Caine ...

Leaving Kwazulu Natal for the Northern Province, the final
stop was the Pilanesberg National Park, one of the largest
reserves in Southern Africa and home to the 'Big 5'. The
safari was a dark and chilly start, but even the sleepiest of
soldiers were starkly awoken as the guide loaded her rifle
with the biggest rounds we had ever seen and drove us into
the park. A safari is always a game of chance but luck was
smiling upon us that morning. Our budding photographers,
LCpl Kelly Madgewick, Cpl Obi lgboebisiokwu and LCpl
Ady Hankin, were in seventh heaven, and the entire safari
was conducted to the sound of clicking shutters. Our first
----~-"-----~-~---~~~-~~~--'--"'-~~~ big sighting was of 2 male lions, conducting an early
Ex ZULU DIAMOND exped members
morning patrol of their territory. For 5 minutes, they strutted
around our veh, roaring and posing for the cameras. The
more ascents but what sets this trail apart from a week's
second rare sight was of a waterbuck being chased by a pack
tabbing in Brecon is the spectacular flora and fauna and the
of wild dogs, which are rapidly becoming an endangered
views of craggy hills as far as the eye can see. The
species in South Africa, with only about 1000 of them left. The
Drakensberg Mountain range is truly the jewel in the crown of
buck luckily made it to water in time, and we looked on to the
Kwazulu Natal. So apart from lessons, top tips and a little mappack of dogs pacing around the edge of the pool, gingerly
reading responsibility to keep the soldiers occupied, you are
dipping in their paws, before disappearing to find an easier
treated to a feast of nature. There are grass snakes to keep
breakfast. On top of that, we saw white rhino, hippo, a rather
even the most absent minded on their toes, insects of every
camera-shy elephant, warthogs and more species of deer than I
colour, enormous birds of prey who constantly circle above you
dare to name. All in all, it was a successful (and very cheap)
morning. This left the afternoon to explore the delights of Sun
on the thermals, waiting for some lunch, and a wide variety of
mammals. In the short time we spent in the hills, we saw
City, South Africa's answer to Las Vegas, complete with water
park and enormous casino .
wildebeest, eland, impala and plenty of baboons, who made it
extremely clear that the territory was theirs for keeps. We could
The soldiers all completed their Summer Mountaineering
stop and take photos but before long we were ushered along by
Proficiency and returned to Germany armed with Zulu shields,
their whoops and howls and not even the bravest soldier was
wooden carvings and war stories to turn the remainder of the
going to question this. Capt Griffiths and W02(YofS) Kev
Sqn green with envy. Mission accomplished. We might not
Tharby were also fortunate to catch a glimpse of a lynx, which
have scaled Everest but I think I've whetted the appetites of a
they were reliably informed by the Sani Lodge owner was a rare
few young soldiers to continue mountaineering, and hopefully
sighting, for he had never seen one in all the years he had been
they'll become the West Ridge veterans of the future.
guiding groups in the hills! So the welcome distractions

16 AIR ASSAULT BRIGADE HEADQUARTIRS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (218)
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W01 (RSM) Brown

BIRTWISTLE PENNANT FOR RECRUITING
The Sqn's commitment to recruiting over the 06/07 period was
formally recognised when we were announced the winners of the
Birtwistle Pennant for recruiting in May. As a specialist unit with a
high profile and excellent reputation, backed up with a wealth of
recruiting material from the Op HERRICK tour last year, we have
been a must for all Corps level recruiting events. Without funding
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or dedicated manning, the recruiting tasks have been met by
volunteers, who have used their initiative to build Interesting and
attractive stands and activities. It will prove difficult to meet the
same level of attendance this year, with the remainder of
Bowmanisation and prep for HERRICK 8 looming, but we will do
our best to support the Corps.
NVQ QUALIFCATION PROGRAMME - SOLDIER'S ACCOUNT
- by Sig Edmonds
Since arriving in the Sqn in February 06, as a Class 3 operator, I
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have deployed on Op Herrick 4, where I built on my knowledge of
how to be a professional rad io operator. On arriving back in the
UK, I started my NVQ Qualification in communications and by
using the experience I gained on the op tour, various comms
courses and also my Class 2, I was able to complete my level 2
NVQ. Now I feel confident and compet•;nt at my job under
different types of pressures. It is also VPry satisfying to have
achieved a civilian recognised qualification.
THE PRINCES TRUST TEAM PROGRAMME SOLDIER'S
ACCOUNT - by LCpl Howe
In December 2006, my Tp SSgt approached me to ask if I wanted
to take part in The Princes Trust Programme as an assistant team
leader. I was informed I would gain valuable life skills which
would help towards my future promotion prospects. I was keen
to get involved and shortly after speaking to my Tp SSgt, I had an
interview in London with Maj Robert Adams, who is the Army
Liaison Officer for the Princes Trust. He was enthusiastic about
getting me on board and I was soon put in touch with Nord
Anglia Lifetime Development, who are the trg providers for the
Princes Trust Programme in Doncaster. I arrived at the youth
centre where the programme is delivered on Monday 15 January
07 dressed in ciwies and a bit unsure of what to expect. I had
been warned that the volunteers come from a variety of
backgrounds, ranging from people with learning difficulties, to
juvenile offenders and teenage parents. Here I met Mr Matt
Wadkin who was the team leader and had vast experience in the
programme. He introduced me to the 20 volunteers, 10 male and
10 female aged between 16 and 19. As an assistant team leader
I was responsible for aiding the team leader in all aspects of the
programme. I also acted as a mentor for the volunteers when
they came across any issues with the programme. I found this
part the most difficult to relate to and at times extremely stressful.
The programme lasted 12 weeks in total and was made up of
various team building activities and work skills including a 1 week
residential ex and a 2 week work placement. The main aim of the
programme was to make the transition from school into further
education or employment. I quickly found out that the method of
instruction used during the Princes Trust programme differed
massively from what I was used to in the Army. At first I found
the lack of structure and discipline really difficult to work with but
as I got to know the team and programme better, I began to
adapt to meet the versatile nature of the programme and the
diversities of the volunteers. Everyday brought a new challenge
and I found I was constantly changing my approach to meet the
needs of different members of the team. It was a hugely different
experience to anything I have ever done before due to the type of
people I was working with. In the Army, any bad attitudes or
personal issues are filtered out during the screening and trg
process, The Princes Trust programme works alongside those
issues and supports the volunteers through all aspects of the
programme throughout the 12 weeks. I learnt a lot about myself
and some valuable people skills during my time as an assistant
team leader on the programme. It was extremely rewarding and I
would recommend it to any soldier.

infrastructure for 1 RGR during the Ex. After a week of
acclimatisation the Sqn members conducted a week of comms
recces for the ex, followed by 2 weeks of Jungle Trg. This
comprised tracking, trapping, building shelters, jungle harbours,
contact drills, jungle navigation, helicopter landing point clearing,
demolitions and basic jungle survival. This was then followed by a
week long ex for 1 RGR, which involved different scenarios to aid
them in their upcoming deployment to Afghanistan, ending in a
full BG attack on several enemy positions. The experience in the
jungle was hard, but a lot of new skills were learnt. Bowman
comms proved to be a challenge at times, but all was rewarded
at the end with 4 days quality R&R in neighbouring Malaysia,
which definitely was the best part of the whole trip.

Formerly known as the Pre-para, beat up or
Unit Preparation Course, Airborne Induction
(ABI) is now a 3 week course administrated
and instructed by Bde. Headed up by QMSI
Cox assisted by SSgt Danny Shirley
(formerly SMI at 2 Sig Regt), ABI prepares p
Coy candidates for the All Arms PreParachute Selection (AAPPS). The following
accounts will give potential Airborne Soldiers
an idea of what the courses are like.

MATTS TRAINING CAMP

OFFICER'S ACCOUNT - 2Lt Graham Lee

To get the annual MATTs squared away early in the trg year, SSgt
'Daz' Pickard and Sgt 'Bomber' Lancaster organised 3 days of
in-camp trg , covering mostly Values and Standards, followed the
next week with a trip away to Crowborough Trg Camp for the
more practical elements. Guest instructors were LCpl Harvey
Davies from 16 CS Med Regt and Sgt 'Woz' Wright a PSI from
36 Sig Regt M· These valuable assets lent to us made the week
possible, both giving excellent lessons, notably LCpl Davies
battle-sims for the BCDT practical test. In Sqn tradition, there
was plenty of PT in the program, including an asst course, which
was as much fun as it was tiring. The highlight had to be
abseiling from the water tower, put on by SSgt Billy King, which
almost all the men got through, followed by a BBQ and a trip into
Tunbridge Wells.

Sig Mazzone could have got an Oscar playing the casualty role

EXERCISE EAGLE'S SONG
SPORT
Ex EAGLE'S SONG was the start of a 2 week Bowman Ex testing
our skills fur'her on the Main HQ and the run out of Bde Fwd HQ.
The first week started with the initial plug up and trials with lots of
PT and a steady 4 mile run on the Wednesday, which turned into
a 12 mile steady state thanks to Sgt 'Rusco' Clayton! On the
following Monday the Staff arrived and the main ex began. Alpha
Tp had control of Main HQ and Bravo Tp had Bde Fwd HQ. On
the second part of the ex, everything ran very well thanks to both
of the Tps putting in all the hard work and doing very well. All in
all the ex was a success and a good chance to get more hands
on the eqpt, it really helped everyone understand and progress
on the Bowmanisation of the Sqn.
EXERCISE ULU RAJAH - BRUNEI
On 22 April 2007, 6 members of the Sqn deployed on Ex ULU
RAJAH in Brunei. Their role was to supply Bowman comms

Morrison Cup. The Sqn won the Minor Units Trophy at the
Morrison Cup on 23-24 May 2007 in amazing style. There was
virtually no event which the boys did not win. The team vicecaptain Cpl 'Al' Reeves beat all minor unit contenders in the
800m and managed the ultra-keen competitors like greyhounds
waiting to be let off their leash. Notwithstanding the great
opportunity to meet old friends afforded by the Morrison Cup on
the Wednesday evening, the boys were not too jaded when Sig
Chris Farrell showed who was the boss in the Pole Vault
competition, first thing on the second day. The relay races were
a complete show boat for 216 as we had speed to burn for the
4x100m and no opposition at all in the 4x400m. As Sig Rob
Shrya~e ran down the home straight, maroon T-shirt over his
head h~e a striker celebrating a goal, we knew this would be a
great victory for the Sqn. Later on Lt Tom Prentice collected the
minor units trophy from the SOinC(A).

16 BOE AIRBORNE INDUCTION & ALL
ARMS PRE-PARACHUTE SELECTION

Having run, tabbed, staggered and limped
through 3 weeks of Bde beat-up course, 8
intrepid men of 216 Para Sig Sqn arrived at
the doors of Helles Bks, Catterick, to attempt
Morrison Cup Minor Unit Winners - the winning team with silver
the All-Arms P Coy. The course proved
extremely tough and demanding , but the
men of the Sqn performed admirably losing
ADVENTURE TRAINING - EXERCISE CHARLIE'S CYMRU
only 2 their number. Lt Lee, 2Lt Healy, Cpl Parker, LCpl
Jack, Sig Douglas and Sig Lowden all succeeded in getting
SSgt King
Ex SNCO
'penguin'_ status, while special mention must go to Cpl Parker,
Cpl Simpson
Ex Org
V.:h? received the not-so-coveted OS 'hanging out' award for
g1v1ng them the most work at the back of the squad, and Sig
As planned, the main body deployed from Goojerat Barracks on
Lowden who successfully completed test week on an
Thursday at around lunchtime for what was supposed to be a 5-6
undiagnosed fractured leg. All 6 are now sporting brand new
hr Journey. After some very heavy traffic due to an accident we
para smocks, though rumours that Sig Douglas now sleeps in his
arrived in sunny Capel Curig 9 hrs later, quickly taking over accn
are thought to be unfounded.
so we could sample anything Bets-y-Coed had to offer (namely
beer), but not to much as Try fan was on the cards for the next
SOLDIER'S ACCOUNT - by Cpl Parker
morning. We all woke to sunny weather on the Friday morning
and were at the base of Try fan by 0900hrs with our illustrious
Three weeks of Bde Pre-para was found challenging in its own
MLT, LCpl 'Buzz' Ward. Feeling fresh and wanting a challenge
way by all members of the Sqn, but was run well and thought by
we opted to take the direct route straight up the front of the
all to be very beneficial and a good preparation for P Coy. After
mountain, which for some namely Sig Gormley proved more
successful passing the new Bde Pre-para, we all moved up the
challenging than first anticipated - he suffers from altitude
road to Catterick. We were all 'bricking it' as we stood in the
sickness on his bunk bed never mind Try fan. Once at the
queue awaiting our arrival brief, catching our first glimpse of the
summit it was time for a quick lunch with a view to the decent
infamous blue thunder trg staff. The 2% weeks build up all went
and a night out in Bangor, not before jumping Adam and Eve.
well, with all the 216 pers successfully completing all the events,
Unfortunately Sgt 'Laser' Wootton, Free Fall Sky god, couldn't
including tabs such as; the Four
pluck up enough courage to do the
Horsemen, Land of Nod and
jump. Saying that, his excuses were
Reverse Ten. Come test week,
pretty comical; "It's too windy and I'm
everyone was suffering in one way
too old, I don't need to prove
or another, but we were ready for
anything".
the task ahead. We say ready but
2Lt Lee decided to cry out like a
Saturday and Sgt Wootton's chance
girl on completion of the log. 2Lt
for revenge on the climbing wall with
Chris Healey and Sig 'Dougie'
himself and Sig 'Rooney' Griffiths
Douglas gave a perfect example of
going out early to set up the climbs
how
not to step into a milling ring.
and abseiling for the day. I think it's
I decided to take an early dive on
fair to say that an excellent day was
the ten miler but still finished with
had by all with some of the newer
the pack.
members of the Tp in particular

o!

enjoying this sport. After a quiet
Saturday night for most, it was time to
hit Snowdon, opting not to do Crib
~och as the weather was extremely
inclement. Instead we took the Rhyu Ddu-Path track. Setting off in 3
groups at 15 min intervals, the first led
by Sgt 'Chin' Clayton. We all arrived
at the summit within 1O mins of each
other to be greeted by no shelter and
some harsh wind and rain so the stop
was quick before the decent
A valuable kit lesson was learnt here
for some of the younger lads, but
everyone made it down safe, some
cold and very wet. All enjoyed and we
are looking forward to more Tp level
fun and games in the near future.

HAVE YOU GOT WHAT IT TAKES?

Exercise CHARLIE'S CYMRU - Cpl Ga/tress peaks

If you are fit, motivated and
interested in a posting to 216, call
Capt Ian Flannery or Cpl Dougie
Parker on 94660 5497 for
information on Pre-parachute
Selection and how to start the ball
rolling on getting to Colchester.
The Sqn demands the best of its
soldiers and requires individuals in
prime condition for the Airborne
and Air Assault roles, these roles
were proven on Op HERRICK 4 to
be much more rigorous than most
soldiers are trained for. Set yourself
a challenge and see what you are
made of.

...
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of Own Situation Position Report (OSPR), a tracking and
situational awareness tool, and part of the ComBat programme.

19 LIGHT BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (209)

The HQ has been improved by the introduction of many new
features, including the provision of a multi-source 4 screen
display for the monitoring of ISTAR assets, OSPR and news
coverage.

enemy targets. My deployment with the MiTT has been
tremendous fun and provided me with a real insight into the trg
that is being given to the newly structured Iraqi Army.
TIGRIS TROOP

oc
SSgt

The Tp has worked incredibly hard throughout the tour to
provide a high level of CIS sp to the HQ and all staff users. We
will now return to the UK for some thoroughly deserved leave
and all look forward to the future of 19 Lt Bde, including
Bowmanisation and the imminent move to Northern Ireland.

Lt M Davey
SSgt A Clark

INFO SYSTEMS ENGINEER - SYNERGY MOBILE
DETACHMENT - by LCpl Wells

19 Light Brigade Headquarters and Signal Squadron (209) Op TELIC 9

oc
RSM

Maj TJ Downes
W01 (RSM) S Fidler

Life at the PJCC seemed to be a lot faster than life in the COB
and something always appeared to be happening, usually
indicated by a flurry of activity around the incident room. With
so many people coming in and out of the compound all day,
there was a constant hum of activity.

FOREWORD - by Maj TJ Downes
The Sqn took over from 200 Sig Sqn , 20 Armd Bde on 15
November 2006 and completed a 61h month tour, supporting the
Bde closely throughout. 19 Lt Bde has achieved much; it has repostured and reduced its force structure, bringing units out of
Basrah City and back to the Contingency Operating Base. The
Bde has also increased its work with the Iraqi Police Service and
Iraqi Army helping to build security in Basrah Province in
preparation for handing over to Provincial Iraqi Control.
As a Sqn we have provided computer services, advice and sp to
the HQ and the BGs across the Bde. We have also stretched our
sp to forces in Baghdad and the Royal Navy during the tour.

As a Bowman 'lite' Bde, we were not fully trained, yet we grew in
confidence across the Bde throughout the tour. Our aspiration of
moving the Bde onto using data has been realised. The
determination and enthusiasm of the whole team across all depts
has resulted in real success on Op TELIC 9.
The Bde Comd regards the Sqn as professional and forward
thinking, always ready to support him no matter when, where or
why. He has constantly applauded the 'unsung heroes' for their
dedication to task. I am extremely proud to command such a
talented, motivated and competent group of men and women.

SOinC being briefed by Sgt Beavers in RADCON

After a brief visit to Baghdad, he returned and was shown around
Tigris Tp, MT and the QM's dept. The SOinC displayed a keen
interest in the Bowman eqpt and got involved with Tigris Tp
during a comms ex.
The visit highlighted some pressing issues which the Brigadier
has promised to tackle back in UK. He had a thoroughly diverse
and interesting visit, safe in the knowledge that the Sqn has done
a sterling job throughout Op TELIC 9. He passed on his thanks
to all whom he met and wished us the best for the future.
EUPHRATES TROOP

The Sqn should be proud of what it has achieved on Op TELIC 9
and hold their heads high.

oc
SS gt

LtA Glover
SSgt M Coverley

SOinC VISIT TO MND (SE) - by Capt Whillis
On 1O April, SOinC (A) visited the Sqn in theatre. He spent a
couple of days being shown around all depts and cells manned
by Sqn pers, got a good feel for the morale of the men and
women and our achievements to date. After receiving in depth
op briefs from G6, he embarked on a tour of the Bde HQ and met
a cross section of soldiers from Euphrates Tp working in
RADCON, COMMCEN and the JOGS cell. His real interest was in
how the soldiers were getting on and he spent most of his time
chatting to them. That evening, he was hosted by a wide range
of Royal Signals officers and seniors and dined in the cookhouse.
Following this in a more relaxed setting, he spent time talking to
the soldiers in the Baz Bar on Allenby Lines. He showed a
genuine interest in how everyone was doing and asked plenty of
questions.
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I deployed to the Provincial Joint Coordination Centre (PJCC) in
Basrah City to become the Det's IS Eng for the mobile
SYNERGY node. I arrived at first light after a road move through
the City. The most striking thing I noticed was that the noises
and smells were very different from those of the Contingency
Operating Base (COB), formerly Basrah Air Station. I was given
a quick brief about life in PJCC and then shown to my room.
My room turned out to be a couple of 12x12s, inside an old
warehouse, that I would be sharing with 7 other guys. It was
quite cramped and hot but it soon became home.

The Tp has been deployed for 6Y2 months and has worked hard
to ensure the provision of comms to the Div and Bde HQs and
tech assistance to the BGs. Members of the workshops have
found themselves working on every kind of kit imaginable, from
radios and computers to satellite eqpt. They have earned
themselves a well deserved reputation for delivering the goods.
It's not all been static comms for the Tp. Sigs have deployed In
sp of various roles, including the Air Reaction Force, Maysan
Rear Link Det and on many other strike ops. Sigs have deployed
on Op PIPPIN to recondition and install static comms in locations
throughout Basrah City.
RADCON has kept the Bde on the front foot and has taken
Bowman applications to a new level with the working introduction

THE WIRE, AUGUST 2007

Our role was to provide SYNERGY comms for the compound, via
a mobile det enabling access to both voice and data. As the
resident computer 'expert', a large part of my day consisted of
repairing laptops, sorting out network problems and of course
getting rid of viruses. We assisted multinational units with their
eqpt and also helped out the Iraqi Police Service with new
computers. I enjoyed my time at PJCC working with 40 Regt RA
and all the other resident units. Working alongside the Iraqi
Security Services and all other nations made my time in Basrah
diverse and demanding, but thoroughly rewarding.
DEPLOYING WITH THE MILITARY TRANSITION TEAM
- by Sig Lewis
During the latter stage of my deployment on Op TELIC 9, I was
approached by the Bde Yeoman and offered a once in a lifetime
opportunity to help the Military Transition Team (MiTI), who were
deploying to Bessmaya ranges just south of Baghdad. The MiTT
had been tasked to help train 2 Iraqi bns, prior to their
deployment for the first time into Baghdad . As a young Sig, I
jumped at the chance.
The team consisted of 15 members of the 2 RIFLES BG, a small
contingent from an Australian Inf Regt and me providing TacSat
comms back to the Bde HQ in Basrah .
The trg consisted of a 6 day range package with various grouping
and zeroing practices, application of fire, an IED lane, occupying
built up areas, a VCP lane and my favourite, the RPG lane. Day 1
of the range package was grouping and zeroing. As the majority
of the Iraqi soldiers failed to hit the target at all, we spent most of
the day training them in basic marksmanship principles. It
appeared to pay off and by the end of the day they were
successfully engaging targets at 100 metres. We all got an
opportunity to fire a variety of Iraqi inf wpns, including a PKM, or
light machine gun. I managed to hit the majority of my targets to
the great delight of the young Iraqi Pte whose wpn I had
borrowed. The next day, along with a section of 2 RIFLES
soldiers, I gave several demonstrations on the OBUA lane. After
eagerly watching us, the enthusiastic Iraqi soldiers showed us
what they had. They were all keen as mustard to impress their
tutors and confidently executed entry drills whilst hosing down
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Tigris Troop after a range day on the Contingency Operating Base,
Basrah

Tigris Tp has been responsible throughout Op TELIC 9 for the
provision of mobile/spec task sp to Bde ops. Operators have
deployed across Iraq supporting a broad spectrum of tasks
including strike ops, log movements, eng works and a variety of
other offensive deployments.
On every occasion, our men and women have been praised for
the utter professionalism they have demonstrated. Along with the
provision of comms, many of our people have become directly
involved in offensive action and have, without fail, displayed
courage and commitment in the face of difficult situations.
There is no doubt that the men and women of Tigris Tp will take
much away from their time on tour. Their steadfast approach has
been commendable and for that I thank them.
UM QASR - NAVAL TRAINING TEAM - by Lt Davey
Based in Um Qasr South Port, Tigris Tp pers man the Operational
and Strategic Communications Architecture (OSCA) node,
providing secure voice and data facilities to the Naval Training
Team (NATI), a small contingent of Royal Marines and Royal
Navy pers.
The mission of the NATT is to train and prepare the newly formed
Iraqi Navy and Marine Force for water borne ops along the Iraqi
coastline. Much of Iraq's wealth is found from the export of oil
and just off the coast are a number of installations that control
this oil.
I had the opportunity to accompany an Iraqi boat patrol around
the Um Qasr port area and it was fascinating to see how they
were being trained. Along with Iraqi Navy pers were Marines who
were practising boarding drills and patrolling. The trg, both on
water and off, was led by subject matter experts from both the
Royal Navy and US Navy. Hunkered down inside a small
compound the NATT accompany every patrol, be it a local water
way patrol or longer distance patrol out to sea.
The teams work closely with RN vessels further adrift not only to
protect key Iraqi assets but also to counter smuggling. In the
near future the team hope to pass over full responsibility to the
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until the camel lay down. I gingerly got on ~nd as I did the camel
tried to run off. I had the picture taken and iumped off pronto.
A couple of days later, I accompanied a patrol to recover supplies
that would be airdropped by C130. After an early start, we
moved to the DZ and marked it out. We established comms with
two escorting F16 jets and then made the C130 aware we were in
location and awaited the airdrop. Fourteen pallets of water and
rations were dropped in by parachute and we hurried towards
them as they landed. We quickly unloaded the pallets into the
vehs and returned to the FOB.
All the guys in Maysan made ~e and the other RLD ~rew veri:
welcome throughout our time m the desert. We got involved m all

39 INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (213)
oc
RSM

Maj CM Vaudin
W01 (RSM) L Spiers

END OF OPERATION BANNER
Foreword by Maj CM Vaudin OC 39 Inf Bde HQ and Sig Sqn (213)

By the time that this edition of The Wire is published, 39 Inf Bde
HQ & Sig Sqn (213), the last operational Royal Signals unit in
Northern Ireland, will have re-roled into 233 Sig Sqn, 10 Sig Regt.
The actual flag change took place on 1 August 2007 when Op
BANNER officially finished.
Wind swept Lt Davey on

a Fast Attack Boat, Um Qasr

39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (213) has served, in its latest guise, on

Iraqi Security Forces. Tigris Tp operators have assisted this
mission throughout Op TELIC 9 and will continue to do so for
the foreseeable future.
MAYSAN REAR LINK DETACHMENT - by Cpl Russell
After retuning to theatre from a well earned R&R, I volunteered
to deploy to the Forward Operating Base {FOB) with the QRL
BG, whose job it was to carry out ops in the desert area of the
Maysan Province. When we landed at the FOB, I was met by a
particularly tanned LCpl Dixon and after a quick chat, he got
onto the Merlin and returned to the Contingency Operating Base
{COB).
Sig Burgon took me to the FOB Ops room, made up of a FFR
and Sultan armd veh. After a quick introduction to the other
operators I unpacked and settled in; no radio stag until the next
day! Sig Burgon filled me in on all the admin points and how
things were run in the desert and that night I tucked into my first
ration pack.
Once I had settled in, I was asked to go out on an Iraqi border
patrol to visit some of the forts. I provided top cover on a GPMG
and after an hour, we arrived at a border fort to find the Iraqi
soldiers playing football. The OC introduced himself and we were
invited into the fort, while the OC spoke to the Iraqi Col. The Iraqi
soldiers were very friendly and made us some traditional Iraqi
bread.
One day when I was doing a bit of rubbish burning, some
Bedouin camel herders brought their herd into the FOB, so I
thought this was an opportunity not to be missed! I went over to
the interpreter's tent and asked our interpreter, 'Smokey' if he
would ask the camel herders if I could have my photograph taken

Cpl Russell, or should that be Lawrence of Arabia, on
with Bedouin tribesmen

a camel

on a camel. After shaking hands with the camel herders, they
brought the dominant male over and hit its front legs with sticks
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Cpl Russell and a QRL desert patrol

aspects of life and had a brilliant time. I was pretty sad to return
to COB but learnt loads and gained a lot of new experience.
BRIGADE COMMANDER'S SIGNALLER - by LCpl Rushworth
My role throughout Op TELIC 9 was to be the Bde Comd's Sig
and I was understandably nervous about this position, having
never worked with Brig Evans before. Prior to the tour, I was
posted from a mainly Clansman unit and I didn't know how to
operate the Bowman kit particularly well. This coupled with
working at a pretty high level, meant that the learning curve was
steep. I quickly set about learning the eqpt, so that I could
provide the sp the Comd would need. The job required me to be
completely self sufficient and ready to deploy at the drop of a hat.
The Bde Comd team was made up of a small party comprising
the Comd, his AMA, 2 Close Protection (CP) staff, his Driver, an
Interpreter, the Political Adviser and me. My job was to provide
secure comms for the Comd throughout any deployment, with a
man pack radio or TacSat. I was also required to monitor the BG
net of whatever unit we were working closely with. I switched to
TacSat when operating in rural or isolated locations, such as
Maysan Province, where long range comms were required back
to Bde HQ. I fulfilled a number of other duties whilst on tour,
including the escorting of individuals to and from Key Leadership
Engagements (KLE). These meetings were very important and
saw the Bde Comd meeting with particularly influential people
including political, military and community figures.
As the Bde Comd's Sig, I have seen plenty of Iraq - deploying
throughout Basrah and further afield. The situation has definitely
become more dangerous since I deployed on Op TELIC 1 and the
risks involved, even
on simple journeys
is great. You need
to have your wits
about you. This
tour has given me a
greater
understanding of
how things work,
especially at a
higher level. I've
enjoyed my time in
this post and will
take much away
LCpl Rushworth using TacSat in Basrah City
from this tour.
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was a poignant reminder of the history of the Bde and what the
Sqn had achieved in its time in NI. It was also a time to
remember friends lost.

Op BANNER since 1969. Since then the Sqn has been on
continuous operational service for 37 years or 13514 days. This
gives the Sqn the unenviable title of the longest serving unit on
ops in the history of the British Army. Many thousands of officers
and soldiers have served in the Sqn during this period and
although most were drawn from the Royal Corps of Signals,
soldiers of just about every cap-badge have served under the
'horseshoe' pennant. The officers and soldiers of the Sqn have
made an invaluable contribution to the success of Op BANNER;
leaving Northern Ireland a better place than when they arrived 37
years ago, with the real prospect of a lasting peace for this
troubled land. However we should all pause for a minute to
remember those who have lost their lives, or have been scared in
body or mind, due to their service in the Sqn. Equally we must
remember the sacrifice made by the extended Sqn family, our
spouses and children, over the last 37 years. The security
restrictions, dangers and uncertainty they have endured is at least
equal to that of the serving soldier, but they do not have a medal
to record their service.
Whilst we should celebrate the long history of the Sqn, I would
also like to pay tribute to the work that the last generation of
soldiers have done in Northern Ireland. In the last 2 years the
Sqn has been at the forefront of the largest and most sustained
change in the provision of Information and Communication
Services in the history of Op BANNER, and although the terrorist
threat has diminished, the dangers and discomforts, in many
cases have not. The last 2 years have seen the Sqn support mil
ops during the public disorder at Whiterock 2005, take on the
responsibilities from 15 Sig Regt and 8 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
(218), deliver a new radio system and remove COUGARNET from
Province, decommission the old campaign bases and finally
drawn down from 320 all ran ks to 59. This has been a
momentous task and the soldiers of the Sqn have conducted it
with the professionalism, good humour and dedication to duty
that are the hallmarks of the Royal Corps of Signals. Op
BANNER is now finished, the mission is over, and 39 Inf Bde
HQ & Sig Sqn (213) once again departs into history.

Following the service, the Sqn trooped off to the Sp Bn Trg wing
where a sumptuous spread was on offer. The Bde Deputy Comd
was kind enough to impart a few words of wisdom, especially on
how SSgt Mckie should introduce people. The chefs had pulled
out all the stops and the standard of service and food was
superb.
Phase 3 then began in earnest and a fun day was had by all at
the Lisburn Leisure Centre. Unfortunately the Lisburn Fire
Service had to be called out on a job and their presence was
sorely missed. The families had immense fun with the variety of
different stands on offer, especially with the face painting.

Requests for 'Eye of the Tiger'

The Royal Corps of Signals Band performed to the entertainment
of all. They were keen to get everyone involved and even allowed
the OC Sqn, SSM and YofS to show their musical talents. It the
general consensus that the OC had exchanged his legendary 2
left feet for 2 equally 'co-ordinated' left hands! The YofS was
banned from ever touching a musical instrument ever again.

Gerta Cito.
213 SIGNAL SQUADRON RE-ROLEMENT DAY
- by SSgts Steve McKie and Chris Stansfield

It was with mixed feelings (trepidation and real horror, I mean
honour) that I received the privileged task of organising the rerolement day for 213 Sig Sqn. I inherited this magnificent
assignment from SSgt (now W02) Si Kenny as he was exiting
Thiepval Barracks' gates.
After the usual and expected minor hiccups, like not being
able to secure a location for a Regtl Breakfast, were overcome,
the wheels on the fun bus began to turn again.
The day kicked off with all ranks assembling for an excellent
church service delivered by the ever cheerful Padre Pluck. It
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The OC's two left hands
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EXERCISE TROPICAL STORM-12 FEBRUARY TO 3 APRIL
- by Cpl Ian Allan

The final event of the days
proceedings was the All Ranks Ball
in the WOs' and Sgts' Mess. With
all the planning, organising, lifting
and carrying having been
completed in the weeks leading up
to the event, all that was left to do
was to get our best Bib and Tucker
on and enjoy ourselves. All the
ladies made a great effort and must
have spent a small fortune on new
dresses and the gentlemen
managed to find suits, well, most of
them did - Jackets gents, Jackets.

1st Bn Cheshire Regt, one of the resident inf bns in province was
due to deploy on Ex TROPICAL STORM to Belize in preparation
for Op TELIC 11 in Dec 2007. Due to some creative liaising
between their RSO and YofS Ian Fawcett, there was a place for
5 RS Operators to deploy as Bowman subject matter experts.
Some of us, having never really touched Bowman in a practical
sense, were loaded onto what seemed like every course going,
and were turned out as 'experts' at the other end.
When 12 February finally arrived, we all boarded the tpt in eager
anticipation of sunnier and more tropical climates and then we
were informed that we were actually heading for Bangor, Maine,
where there was a thick blanket of snow with the temperature at
a balmy -15 degrees C. We spent the night there and then
headed off to sunny Belize.

Everyone made quick use of the bar
before taking his or her seat for an
emotional opening address by the
OC. After a quick toast, eyes were
dried and the food was served. The
Chefs once again did us proud and
put on a truly memorable feast. Our
heartfelt thanks to SSgt 'Corky'
Corke and all his staff.
The evening's entertainment was
provided by "LE FUNK" band. It
consisted of a female duo, belting
out some popular dance floor
fillers. They looked understandably
nervous as they walked on stage
with the leering eyes of the Bravo Tp lads only a few feet away.
Nerves soon faded and they even appeared to enjoy themselves!!
The Sqn partied into the wee small hours and in true mess
tradition the RSM, W01 Lyndsey Spiers, on her last function in
the Mess before completing her 22 years colour service, was on
the very last transport of the night, or more accurately, the
morning.
All in all, I think everyone will agree, it was a truly fitting end to
the very many years of hard work the Sqn has put in over here in
the Province.
On a personal note we would like to thank W01 (RSM) Lyndsey
Spiers for pointing me in the right direction{s), Padre Pluck for
what we all thought was an excellent service, our QMs
Department and that of 40 Sig Regt for securing the various,
necessary provisions to make the day possible and also for
allowing us to take advantage of the visit of the Royal Corps of
Signals Band.
EXERCISE LIBERATION FINN - by Cpl McNeal

Ex LIBERATION FINN was a public relations ex organised by Lt
Jeyes, to provide an Army element as part of the Guernsey
Liberation Day Parade. This ex had 3 main aims which were: to
bring the Army into the public eye in a positive light; promote the
Royal Signals in a wider Army context and to rekindle lost
Guernsey - Irish mil links. Twelve people were selected from the
Sqn total e part and we departed on Sunday 6 May 2007.
Several changes later we arrived at Guernsey on Monday
afternoon. This was after Cpl McNeal, LCpls Potts and LCpl
Hutt rekindled their own links with their sick bags on a
particularly rough crossir1g of the Channel. On arrival we met up
with Lt Jayes and had a chance to refill our bellies, carry on the
drill practice at the local fire station and take part in some archery
before getting to see the local sights.
The next morning was an early start for some drill in a beachside
car park to brush up on our skills. Then it was off to the
Liberation tea party for all the people who had lived through the
German occupation of the island. LCpl's Potts, LCpl Stables,
Sig Swan , and Sig Ronner were hits with the old ladies on the
dance floor. Meanwhile Cpl Brewster and 3 of the lads became
local celebrities after being interviewed for BBC Guernsey. LCpl
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Once there, we spent a few days helping take over the Dets and
getting the feel of the lay of the land, while working in the ops
room. Once that was done we were attached to various coys
before deploying from Price Barracks onto the first phase of a 6
stage ex, designed to train everyone in Basic Jungle Warfare.
Cpl 'Jonno' Johnston and I deployed with B Coy, initially with
Coy HQ. However after arriving in location and expecting to be
permanently stationed with the Coy Comd Gp, I was pleasantly
surprised to be told by the CSM to "find 4 Pl and ask Sgt Green
what sect you are in". The next 3 days were spent doing a
rotation between several stands including survival, navigation,
jungle routine and lots of 'actions on' drills. During this period, I
requested to remain with the 4 Pl and complete the trg serials, as
I might never have the chance to do anything similar in the future.
However I was told I had to wait for the RSO's decision as his say
was final.

Paying respects at the Military Cemetery

Hutt kept himself busy by helping himself to all the free cakes
and sandwiches.
Following the tea party we visited the only military cemetery on
the island. As well as the British who were buried there, were
also German soldiers who died on and around the island. We
paid our respects and laid wreaths and the Bde Deputy Comd
said a few words.
There was little rest for us and next we were off to visit HMS Kent
which was anchored in the harbour for the celebrations. On the
ship, we were shown round and told about life at sea and the
tasks undertaken by the ship's crew.
After that, it was off to meet the Royal Signals Association
Guernsey Branch at a newly restored German gun bunker. After
taking a tour of the bunker, we had some nibbles and shared
stories about the Corps past and present. One of the people
present had been one of the mil pers that had contributed to the
liberation of the island from the Nazis.
Next was a quick change into our Number Twos for the Liberation
Ball. Everyone was dressed in 1940s theme from nurses to
pilots. During the evening, we were treated to songs from the
40s and a comic set by Jimmy Tarbuck. In addition, we got to
sample Guernsey local food, the "Beanjar" a form of stew. Many
of the locals took up the opportunity to have pictures with the
lads, who gladly obliged before retreating to the hotel for a good
night's sleep before the parade.
We rose early at 0630hrs for a wake-up session in the pool and
then set off to the port for the 0930hrs start of the parade. We
lined up between the Navy and the RAF and marched down to
the town seafront, where we were inspected by His Excellency
and the Bailiff. At this point the OC, Deputy Comd and Lt Jeyes,
SSgt Railey, Cpl Brewster and Sig Ronner went to a short
church service. This marked the end of the parade and the start
of the shows and attractions. We exchanged some friendly banter
with the Navy in the bar before travelling, once again, to the hotel
for a quick change before joining in the celebrations properly.
On Thursday we started the 1% day journey back to Belfast and
well earned rest from a very enjoyable and friendly ex. All the
aims were admirably met and there is a desire to keep the ties
with Guernsey strong and if possible, volunteer to build upon
them in the future.
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Of the others, LCpl 'Dodge' Coppack was attached to A Coy
and Cpl 'Daz' Broderick was attached to C Coy, both as Coy
Sigs. Cpl 'Gonzo' Robinson remained with the Bn Sigs Pl
throughout the ex and was instrumental in providing BG Comms
at Ech/Main. I was attached to BG HQ for a short while and
unfortunately missed out on the OC's objectives phase of the ex.
However this did give me the opportunity to pester the RSO
constantly and he finally cracked and let me return to the ex area,
just in time to start the offensive ops phase. This consisted of
ambushes, deliberate attacks and finally a Coy attack, which
really got the adrenaline pumping - aided by large amounts of HE
being set off all around us!
Between each phase we had a 24 hr admin period in which we
were allowed the luxury of putting our hammocks up, cooking
non-tac, washing our kit and most importantly ourselves. This
also allowed us the chance to catch up with each other and keep
track of how Cpl Broderick's silver beard was coming along.
The next phase the Bn was due to take part in was the live firing
trg. We started off by getting everyone zeroed, before
progressing to instinctive shooting.
After several days of build up trg, all efforts culminated in a final
Coy attack in a trg area aptly named Baldy Beacon, after the
slightly hilly Brecon Beacons. After yet another quick turn around,
we deployed out into the jungle again for the advanced warfare
phase, which had several highlights including tracking with a
Gurkha det, river ops, man overboard drills and yet more contact
drills. Cpl Coppack had by this time decided to biff himself by
going over on his ankle and was barely able to walk, so was
moved to HICON for the FTX, thus leaving A Coy a signaller
down. Rightly deciding that I had had a good run of fun, the RSO
decided to allocate me the job. I was finally able to get hands on
Bowman, oh the joy! This was only for a week so the lack of
adrenaline was not too much to bear.
Finally, it was time for everyone to deploy on the very well earned
R&R phase to Cancun, Mexico. The trials and tribulations of Army
life are sometimes very hard to bear! In conclusion then, Ex
TROPICAL STORM was a very beneficial time for all who
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participated. All of us improved our soldiering and trade skills,
and some like Cpl Robinson, their suntan . We thank the Cheshire
Regt for their hospitality and wish them the very best of luck and
a safe forthcoming tour.
FOOTBALL - THE SIGNALLER CUP - by Sig Kev Anderson
The 213 Sig Sqn football team travelled to Colchester to face 16
Air Asslt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (216) in the first leg of the Signaller
Cup. Having recently been eased out of the Army Cup by 5 GS
Med Regt in Preston, we were low in confidence and we knew we
had to perform much better as the opposition was reputed to be
a very tough team.
The trip started well with LCpl Kev 'Bignall' Harle deciding to
leave all the team 's footballs on the conveyor belt at Stanstead
Airport - nice one Kev! So, with no footballs to do trg, we did the
only thing we could with a Cup game the next day ... get out and
enjoy the delights that Colchester had to offer. The next morning
however found us all focussed and razor sharp. We were
determined to put everything behind us and get down to the
serious business of winning.
The match started off pretty slowly, until the jostling began and
there were a few meaty challenges but we matched like for like
and raised our game to suit. The taunts of "Hats" and "Harrys"
just seemed to spur us on and when the dust, or rather mud,
settled, we came out on top with a 6 - 2 victory. The goals came
from Sig Kev Anderson (2), LCpl Andy Kingan (2), LCpl Steve
Kirkham (1) and SSgt Chris Stansfield (1).
We would like to say a big thank you to 216 Sig Sqn for their
hospitality; in particular from the SNCOs, who reckon the Mess
was the best they had stopped in to date.
Our team continued in the race for the much sought after cup
with our next game against 14 Sig Regt. This was the quarter
final and luckily it was a home fixture, so we managed to do
some trg leading up to the game - no missing balls there!
Unfortunately, it was due to be the hottest day of the year, so
chances were that extra time would be on the cards.
The good thing about the change in weather was that it brought
out our supporters in their droves and by the end of the match
we were glad to have them to cheer us on.
True to form, we started the game rather timidly in an attempt to
size up the opposition but disaster struck early and we went 1 - O
down, due to a horrendous error by our Goalie Cpl 'Bungle'
McFarlane. Honestly it looked easier to stop the shot rather than
dive over it like he did. Nevertheless, in true British fashion we
kept a stiff upper lip and battled on. We decided to play the ball
to LCpl Steve Kirkham more, as he was ripping their defence
apart, and it paid off when he was brought down in the box.
However it was waved on by the Referee - the disbelief was
palpable and audible. Again, we put it behind us and kept going
until LCpl Kirkham was brought down again, but this time we got
our well deserved penalty.
Up stepped our usual goal-meister LCpl Kingan for the spot
kick, "1 - 1 this is in the bag" we thought, only to watch the ball
balloon over the crossbar. However our persistence with LCpl
Kirkham paid off not long after (and just in time), when he slotted
home the equalizer. And so extra time was on and the battle
continued from end to end. By this time tempers were heating up
too. In the dying minutes of the second half, SSgt Chris
Stansfield fired in a textbook rasping corner which was sweetly
met by none other than LCpl Kingan, who more than made up
for his embarrassing earlier performance. This took the wind out
of 14 Sig Regt's sails and we just had to play football for the
remaining mins to ensure we got to the Semi-Finals.
FOOTBALL - IT'S A FUNNY OLD GAME - by SSgt Steve McKie
With the previous success of the Sqn football team still fresh in
our minds, we were happy to see that 30 Sig Regt had arrived for
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the Semi-Final of the Signaller Cup. True to form {and still
shocking us), it was glorious weather yet again, but I'm sure none
of us wanted a repeat of the 14 Sig Regt 2 hr adventure.
Before the game, the teams met in the changing rooms, where a
few of the lads got the chance to chat to old friends from
previous units and tried to squeeze any information about the
opposition.

give the visitors a boost. The game ~ontinued with some more
good football being played by both sides and more chances
going begging, until during one of our attacks, a shot hit off one
of their players arms and we were awarded a penalty.
Remembering LCpl Andy Kingan's last penalty (or as we call
it. ... .. Apollo 14), Sig Anderson quickly grabbed the ball,
dropped it on the penalty spot and struck the almost perfect
penalty to put us level at 1 - 1.

The second half started quite differently, with 30 Sig Regt flying
out of the blocks and us still in the changing rooms. Luckily we
were not punished straight away.

Shortly afterwards we were again punished for sloppiness and
went behind 2 - 1. Trying to keep our heads up and keep 30 Sig
Regt at bay, we came under pressure again and did not clear our
18 yard box properly, this gifted the opposition with their 3rd and
left us no option but to really push up and try to salvage
something from the game. This did not take long and came in the
form of Cpl 'Ned' Neadham finishing neatly, after some good
movement up the left side. Unfortunately this all came too late, (if
only we had Sir Alex Ferguson as a manager, we may have
squeezed out that game saving 5 or 10 mins) and before we
knew it, the referee was blowing for full time.

With their persistence and confidence growing, they continued to
push us and eventually W02 Marcus Pollitt had no option but to
tackle one of their players in the box and unfortunately concede a
penalty. Their man stepped up and confidently slotted it home to

All in all, it was a very good game, played with true passion and
commitment, as the OC said afterwards - " It is no disgrace to get
to the Semi-Final and go out to a Major Unit" . We wish 30 Sig
Regt and 21 Sig Regt all the best for the final later this month.

We started well for a change an'l easily had the running of the
first 20 mins, with sqme good football being played. We had our
fair share of chances, but all came to nothing. We went in at half
time O - 0, with the only thing to talk about being SSgt Chris
Stansfield's yellow card, which the referee gave for "coming
through the back of the player". To us it simply looked liked
Chris had run out of steam and collapsed on the poor lad.

52 INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (258)

oc
RSM

Maj TN Crapper
W01(RSM) OW Burdus

FORMING A NEW BRIGADE SIGNAL SQUADRON.
Wrth the current level of op commitments, HQ 52 Inf Bde has
been re-roled as a fully deployable formation from what was a
regional bde structure. This generation requires the addition of a
Cl Sp Sig Sqn to provide the ICS and Comd sp capabilities, and
this task has fallen to 258 Sig Sqn. The Sqn, part of 30 Sig Regt,
will remain at Bramcote but will provide almost all the
functionality required of its counterparts in other Bdes. This task
will prove testing, especially in light of the considerable trg
burden faced by a deployable bde. Trg is very much underway
and with deployment on Op HERRICK 7 looming, our timetable is
very full indeed.
The events laid out below are but a snapshot of those undertaken
by the Sqn, and several more major hurdles lie ahead, specifically
the Mission Rehearsal Ex, Bde CATT, Combined Arms Live Firing
Ex and a plethora of BG level exs.
BRIGADE CAST
One of the major hurdles for the Sqn has been to facilitate the
comd sp for a Bde Staff who had never previously met or worked
together. Added to this was the complication of a set of Inf and
Cdo units, all of whom had previously been conducting exs and
ops at sub BG level. Bde CAST, at Warminster 23 - 27 April 07,
was a trial by fire for both the Sqn and Staff, but with a great deal
of effort from both parties it was a complete success with a hard
fought final battle being won convincingly by 52 Inf Bde.

EXERCISE CASCADE BEAR
After attending the OPTAG all ranks briefings and the 'train the
trainer' packages, the Sqn deployed to Swynnerton for 2 weeks
in May to conduct theatre specific trg. The Sqn was divided in
half with the YofS, W02(YofS) Pip Crowder conducting comms
specific trg for one week whilst the RSM , W01 (RSM) Dan
Burdus took the remainder through a gruelling set of mil skills
stands. At the half way point the Chef, SSgt Culling laid on a
BBQ and the troops watched the FA Cup final - the way an ex
should be conducted! Week 2 saw the 2 halves rotate through the
trg serials and a final ex in which several members of the Sqn
covered themselves in glory; most notably LCpl Blackburn's new
found ability to detect rabbit holes came to the fore.
OPTAG RANGE PACKAGE
The week commencing 2 June saw the Sqn deploy again to
Hythe and Lydd ranges - this time as Number 4 Coy, 1 Bn
Coldstream Guards to conduct a fantastic range package laid on
entirely for us by the Coldstream Guards. This involved both
stage 4 and 5 rifle trg and a healthy dose of grenade chucking for
good measure. Highlights of the ex included the Close Quarter
Battle (COB) village and the pl in defence OBUA house. With the
CO of the Bn watching Lt Dom Finch's pl on patrol through the
CQB village, he was heard to remark that they were the best
multiple he had seen on the range package and was then
pleasantly surprised to find out that they were troops from the
Royal Corps of Signals. It was agreed by all participants that the
ex was a complete success and a marked step-up in field craft
for the Sqn.

81 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)
oc
SSM

Maj Steve Clout
John Collins

EXERCISE FIRST LOOK - by Capt Mark Arscott
In February and March 2007, 81 Sig Sqn's recruiting team held 3
leadership development weekends for British Telecom (BT)
employees. Led by Capt M Arscott, ably assisted by SSgt Matt
Ticehurst and an excellent supporting team, the weekends were
part of the Defence Career Partnering trial (DCP); an initiative
sponsored by the Vice Chief of the Defence Staff, designed to
investigate mechanisms for bringing industry closer together to
the MoD. The wider aim of Ex FIRST LOOK was to increase
awareness of the TA within BT, By offering practical leadership
trg to BT employees, both the TA and BT benefit.
In total, 71 BT employees attended the weekends and the
feedback has been excellent. Not only have the BT people
experienced a different side of leadership trg and hopefully found
something out about themselves, they have also learnt about the
TA and the Sqn; who we are and what we do. For a lot of the BT
people, this has been a very positive eye-opener; and in addition,
the Sqn's recruiti ng efforts have been greatly rewarded. Only half
way through 2007, we have attracted as many recruits as we did
in the whole of 2006, with more in the pipeline. The weekends
help the Sqn get around a different recruiting problem - one of
attracting recruits with specialist telecomms skills, and BT is the
Sqn's natural recruiting ground.
,,._,.._-__,...,.,,,,~........,..,....--..,.,....~ A range of
marketing
materials
were
produced to
raise
awareness
of the
events,
including an
Intranet site
and Armybranded
flyer. Sir
Christopher
Command Task
Bland, the

FLEET HALF MARATHON - SSgt Andy Green
On 11 March 2007 the Sqn running team entered the TA Half
Marathon Championships for the first time. The weather for the
2007 ASICS Fleet pre-London Half Marathon was excellent
although a tad windy on some parts of the course.
The team met the night before to discuss team tactics and tuck
into a pasta feast prepared lovingly by the new Sqn OC, Maj
Steve Clout.
The tactics briefing ensued over dinner. Sig Stuart Lazenby
talked of negative splits, whilst OCdt Mark Oxley said he thought
you could get arrested for smoking them.
The Scottish contingent, Cpl's Richie Gray and Dave McRitchie
may have had an excellent strategy, but no one could really
understand what they were saying. Sig Ted Blair related tales of
Nijmegen Marches and was surprised to find out that the team
had entered a Half Marathon run and not a 13 mile march. It
came down to the team captain, SSgt Andy 'Goose' Green , who
decided the best strategy was to "run as fast as you can for the
entire duration and don't let the 21C, Capt Andy 'Fantastic'
Kennedy beat you". Oh and remember, make sure you go to the
toilet before the start.
The latter advice clearly fell on the deaf ears of the OC, who was
spotted at the 3 mile point "taking a break from the proceedings".
The act "apparently" cost him "between 6 and 7 mins" and the
chance of finally breaking 1hr 40mins. If only he'd taken on
board the strategic advice given the previous night! The 1hr
40min 'wall' has eluded the OC all his racing career, much like
beating his father in any race, at any distance. A fact his father
clearly enjoys sharing with anyone and everyone at any race he
attends.
The Sqn team came a very creditable 2nd, narrowly beaten by
Oxford UOTC, despite the Sqn team being 153 years older! (most
of those years down to Sig Ted Blair).
Ian Marshall
Mark Oxley
Richard Gray
Stuart Lazenby
Andy Green
Ted Blair
Steve Clout
Dave McRitchie
Andy Kennedy

3rd Male (1 :23:08)
10th Male (1 :35:26)
2nd Male Vet (1 :32:43)
3rd Male Vet (1 :33:47)
8th Male Vet (1 :35:31)
11th Male Vet (1st Male Vet 50!)
(1 :42:06)
12th Male Vet (1 :42:32)
19th Male Vet (1 :58:33)
22th Male Vet (1 :59:55)

COLLECTIVE TRAINING - EXERCISE HELMAND BEAR
EXERCISE SHOOTING BEAR
Between the 31 March and the 6 April 07 the Sqn deployed,
under the command of the 21C, Capt Gavin Darke, to Hythe
ranges, Folkestone to conduct Live Fire Marksmanship Trg.
The week had some of the best weather of the year and this
certainly aided in producing some fine shots. The Sqn worked up
its wpns trg from the basic grouping shoots to the Individual
Battle Skills Range and Fire Team Assessment.
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At the time of writing, the Sqn is in the process of ending its
latest trg task. In order to ensure that the Sqn was as ready as
possible to deploy, a week of confirmatory trg was organised (at
the last minute!) for both Main Tp and Radio Tp to prove their
ability to operate with some of the frictions that will be
encountered whilst deployed. Although the conversion from an
Area Systems Sqn to a Cl Sp Sqn has been and remains testing,
the work being undertaken is very valuable. The proof of the
pudding, as they say, will be in the eating!
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Tug of War

BT Chairman, contributed to a promotional video. Visitors to Ex
FIRST LOOK have so far included Maj Gen(Retd) John Stokoe
(late Royal Signals), Brig David Hargreaves, Comd 2 (NC) Sig
~de and Col Hugh Robertson, Comd SGRS. A special mention
is also given to Cpl 'Mac' Mcloughlin, a Regular Army PTI who
gave up his weekends to help us on this Ex - thanks Cpl Mac!
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81 Signal Squadron running team
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wench in the centre of Protaras at 3 in the morning!
Sqn Ldr Raynor
W02 R Kidd

SSM

Although we are always busy, the Sqn have managed to
complete some AT! LCpl Adam Fear writes:

JOINT SERVICE SIGNAL UNIT (CYPRUS)
co
RSM

On Day 1, in glorious sunshine, half the group went off to
complete their parachute trg, while the other half of the group
headed to the beach for SCUBA diving. By the end of the day
the parachute drills were "slick" and the group were confident,
ahead of the jump the next day. So confident were the OS in
LCpl Hogan, that they issued him a parachute with no static line
attached!

Lt Col C Mcintosh
W01 L Crossing

There have been a lot of things going on around JSSU(CYP)
recently. Many of the unit pers have managed to break away
from their busy workloads and conduct some annual AT. The
most significant trip was to the USA and an exped around the
Grand Canyon. We have seen the football team deploy to Athens
and the Rugby team to Malta on tour representing the Unit and
their sports.
As we are all extremely competitive and enjoy our sporting
fixtures, it was the time of year to conduct the inter-service (well
actually, the RAF v the Rest) football and rugby matches. With
the rugby match being hotly contested this year, after a white
wash last year, the combined Navy, Army and Civilian Elite Rugby
Squad went out of the blocks like an Olympic sprinter and put an
early 5 points on the board. Unfortunately that's where the points
ended for the team and the RAF began to claw back. With most
of the unit team on the RAF side, the skills and drills were a little
bit too good for the Rest and the RAF ran away with a 35 - 5
victory, but not before the QMSI W02 Lee Millet introduced
himself to Lt Col Mcintosh using his head! The football match
was being played concurrently and after extra time, it was left up
to penalties to decide the game. The RAF once again were
victorious, sneaking in with an extra goal from the penalty shoot
out. With all the sports out of the way it was back to the bar for
some drinks, butterfly stitches and some ice packs

Members of TRF sect attended a 4 day AT package provided by
the Cyprus Joint Service Adventure Training Centre and organised
by CPO Holgreaves and myself. The activities on offer were
parachuting, kayaking and SCUBA diving.

Day 2 and the parachute group donned their Guantanamo jumpsuits and waited on the flight line for the plane to arrive but the
weather had turned. Severe weather warnings for the whole
island meant that after a long delay the parachuting was
cancelled. Unfortunately, this was the theme for much of the
week, with none of the groups able to jump. Not quite what you
would expect for Cyprus in May!
Both groups were able to complete the kayaking day and after a
period of learning the ropes and trust building exs, the activities
descended into blatant attempts to sink as many people as
possible! Cpl Kholwadia holding the record for 6 successive
involuntary capsizes!
Before the Challenge!

Day 1 saw the team cycle from Ay Nik to Akrotiri along the
coastal road. No major incidents occurred along the way and
everyone settled into Akrotiri with a leg massage by Cpl 'Becky'
Lincoln! Day 2 saw the team travel from Akrotiri to Polis. Sgt
Paul Jones RAF was to set the record on this leg for falling off
his bike as many times as possible! Day 3 was the day everyone
had been dreading, Polis to the top of Troodos. The cyclists
began to loose the will to live when pers from the sp team walked
along side them to bolster morale as they cycled! This was to be
Cpl Lincoln's busiest time! She worked constantly on nearly
every cyclist to alleviate cramp and muscle tiredness. Everyone
managed to get up the mountain, eventually! The fi nal day saw
the team fly back down the mountain and homeward bound back
to Ay Nik, where eager families waited to greet the team. As they
approached the UN roundabout, about 5 miles from the unit the
team regrouped and cycled into Ay Nik in style. The fatigue of
the previous 4 days was obvious, as were the suntans! A huge
well done to all who participated in this gruelling event - any
volunteers for next year?
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Lt Cmdr Bassett
W02 Rowley
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What happened to my arm?
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THE ARMY BOXING CHAMPIONSHIPS - by Sig Hardy
After building on the success of victories in Nicosia and Episkopi,
Sig Shaun Hardy entered the Army Individual Championships.
This is an annual competition, which took place in Aldershot from
17-19 April 07.
On the 1st day I was drawn against LCpl Wrigh1 from 4 Bn
REME. A fast start stopped the bout in the 1st round and I was
victorious. later in the afternoon, I was matched against LCpl
Sharman from 3 PARA. Again the bout started at a fast pace.
By the end of the 2nd round, I was tiring compared to LCpl
Sharman, who looked fresh as a daisy. Some motivation from
Cpl 'Cass' Carol and Sgt Nat Dorian, in my corner, got me set
for a tough 3rd round. I won the bout on a unanimous decision!
After a well earned rest, I was in the ring the day after and
through to the semi finals. My bout was against Sig Ricketts
from 1 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt. The bout was stopped halfway
through the 3rd round after a frustrating start, but again, victory
to me.
The final was on 19 April. We had the whole day to rest and we
needed it. I was drawn against pte Shearer from 5 SCOTS. The
fight was hard and we were both determined to walk away with
the winner's trophy. After 3 gruelling, tiring rounds, with fatigue
clearly showing from the previous bouts, I won the contest 15 10. I now look forward to joining the Army squad and improving
my new found talent

A big hello to our new SSM , W02 'Oz' Rowley and W01
Arundel, the new OC TMS recently posted in. We hope that they
and their families have a fantastic tour.
Our very own Eric Clapton, SSgt(FofS) Dave Cook has been
awarded the Commander British Force's Commendation for
outstanding efforts above and beyond the call of duty. For
example, managing (and grafting) the installation of the station's
new cable TV system and the Music Club to name but a few.
The Sqn recently had a day out in the form of a boat trip in Ayia
Napa where the aforementioned FofS Cook decided to surprise
his wife by arranging to
have their vows renewed
by none other than OC
Sqn, Lt Cdr 'Fred'
Bassett. It would be an
understatement to say it
came as a bit of a
shock! There was a skit
to the members of the
Sqn that are shortly
about to depart, with
every character being
written to perfection by
SSgt Val Valance.

CO JSSU(CYP) presents the trophy to Sgt 'Taff' Jones, RAF
The Cyprus Cycle Challenge is one of our major sporting events.
All participating pers had been trg for months - not that this
made any difference! With 24 competitors from around the island
and with over 400km to cycle in 4 days, this was no easy ride!
The sp team of 10 pers had also spent months preparing posters,
adverts on BFBS and general admin. The cyclists began their
challenge from Ay Nik on a bright (and of course, always warm)
Cyprus morning.

The Sqn sent a team to compete in the annual Mountain to Sea
race, consisting of a 55 km trek on mountain bikes from the
Troodos Camp to Pissouri Bay. The team consisted of W02(FofS)
'Dunes' Chamberlain, Sgt 'Robbo' Robson, Sgt 'JP' Thomas,
Sgt Sean Clark (RAF) and Mr Rhys Jones. Sgt Clark was our
only casualty after his £3000 bikes forks snapped in half
unexpectedly. It's amazing what you 'll do for a free T-Shirt!

Congratulations to Cpls
'Bri' Gault and 'Chris
Johnson' for being the
main organisers of the
FofS Cook renews vows to his wife 's
fantastic Sqn summer
part/ with was a
surprise
Medieval Night in
Protaras. Sgt 'Robbo' Robson bizarrely ended up dressed as a
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Sig Hardy - Victorious

HQ SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj J Boyle
W02 Pollit

By the time this goes to press we will have said goodbye to the
QM , Maj Chris Hymas, heading for JHQ as a staff officer! Also a
sad goodbye to the SSM, W02 'Gaz' Middleton, off to good old
Blandford and a warm welcome hello to the new SSM, W02
Pollit and lastly Sig Marley who joins us from 2 Sig Regt.
The Sqn have been providing sp to an array of tasks around the
Unit. We provided all our experienced instructors to assist with
the IS Ex, which taught and tested Unit pers on their basic
soldiering skills.
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DCSA - CYPRUS COMMUNICATIONS UNIT
Sqn Comd
Unit Sgt Maj

Maj A S Johnson
W02 (SSM) K Crawford

CYPRUS ALL ISLAND CHARITY RAFT RACE
- by Capt Jim Boyden
It was a warm, sunny day in May in Dhekelia and I was just
thinking about how wonderful the Corps is (honest) when my ever
reliable Tp SSgt, SSgt 'Kips' Fisher, ran in looking suspiciously
cheerful. "Blimey sir" he exclaimed. "It's the All Island Charity
Raft Race this weekend. We clean forgot about thisl" I loved the
"we". "We'd better get a raft built!"
The lads, well versed in fastballs and their bosses' crazy ideas,
shrugged resignedly when we announced our scheme to them.
Not only should we design and build a magnificent seagoing raft,
capable of defeating all the other more "pikey" Units on the
Island, rt should be made suitably "Signalsy". (Yes, I know that's
not a real word. It is to me).
Now, being a true believer in Mission Command, I left them to
work. After a while, the sounds of sawing, drill ing, sweating and
some new curse words I'd never heard before subsided and a
sweating Cpl Craig Bate announced that the raft was ready. Full
of expectation, I wandered into the gara_ges to see a truly
magnificent beast of a raft, created with all the spares available.
The main body consisted of a huge satellite dish {which they
assured me was "buckshee", despite the fact that the Officers'
Mess now has suspiciously bad satellite reception , supported by
two booms made out of old water bottles, with 2 masts made out
of old GOERS antennas. And of course, being in a Joint Unit, it
was emblazoned with the tri-service colours. It looked fantastic. It
looked better than fantastic - it looked like it could win! Now all
we needed was a crew.
Over a beer in the Bitsa Bar, we debated team tactics. Did we go
for smaller guys, who would weigh less, or did we go for strong
guys, who could row like hell? In the end, the bigger lads won out
and the brave team consisted of SSgt 'Kips' Fisher, Cpl Craig
Bate, Cpl Matt Caddy and LCpl 'Blagger' Vance.
So, all that remained for us to do was win. We gathered on
CESSAC beach early on Saturday morning. The wind was
blowing slightly and like a team of Olympic athletes, the team

mentally prepared themselves. At times like this, we officers like
to think of something terribly inspiring to say to the chaps,
something that will stir their hearts and make them thirst for
victory. The team looked at me expectantly. I looked each of them
in the eye. "Looks bloody cold in the water." I said, smiling. Cpl
Caddy responded by pelting me with eggs.
The teams lined up. The air horn sounded to start the race. The
crowd roared their support. The CCU raft was pulled out in front
by the crew, till they got to the deep water. The crowd went
ecstatic with joy. The team leapt aboard. "Row!" I yelled. "Row
like madl" Our raft, with the team fully aboard ..... sank like a
stone. I covered my head with my hands.
Apparently, the moral of the story is to 'test' the raft before you
get in the water. We look forward to next year, when I really do
think we have a chance of winning. Or maybe the year after.

On the Tuesday, the SNCOs had a bright and early start to head
back to RAF Brize Norton for the return trooper flight, leaving the
Officers to focus on the MGM Div Officers Roadshow at MOD
Main Building, an essential presentation as there is no scheduled
visit from the Officers Wing to Cyprus this year. After putting up
with Capt Boyden grinning all through the presentation as he's
off to University, we had a quick turn around in Woolwich and
after a minor evening dress trouser issue for the QC, Maj
Johnson (his trousers were in Cyprus, he was in London), we
were back into central London to the Savoy for the Corps Dinner
Night. As always this was a hugely successful night, only marred
by the memories of a group of slightly hung-over Officers, who
slowly made their way to Gatwick Airport for the return flight to
Paphos and a well earned early night

EXERCISE GRIFFIN BEEFEATER - OFFICERS AND SNCOS
LONDON STUDY WEEK - by Capt Ian Peers
Early in May a group of intrepid Officers and SNCOs from Infra
Sqn, CCU left the sunny climes of Cyprus for the much less
sunny climes of London and in particular Woolwich Barracks, for
a study week. The aim of the week was to expand our
knowledge of the high level functions of Government in relation to
the Armed Forces and to swot up on both leadership and mil
history. As is the norm, the RAF provided the usual delays to the
trooper flight, something which was only made worse by our
minibus trip most of the way around the M25, due to the
combined navigation skills of SSgt(FofS) John Ashman and Sgt
Des Lang - more map reading revision needed I think lads!
Eventually we arrived in our respective messes and settled down
to prepare for the rigours ahead .

The Mmagnificent beast" with crew - LCpl 'Blagger' Vance, Cpl Matt Caddy.
SSgt 'Kips' Fisher and Cpl Craig Bate
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Additionally of late, we have had a few members of the Tp
detached to the Line Sect in the Falkland Islands such as Sig
Russell Mathews, Sig Gaz McFeegan and LCpl Wayne Sturdy
who has met up with an old flame he met whilst in Iraq and by all
reports, the 2 of them are inseparable and are planning to enter a
civil partnership as soon as possible.
Congratulations are to go to Cpls Graham Brown and Scotty
Lewis who have both been selected for promotion to Sgt on
posting. Although neither has a posting order yet, they are both
due to leave soon and we wish them well in their new rank and
posts. When Cpl Brown is posted however, he will have to
relinquish the coveted "Pocket Holder of the Month" award and
Cpl Matt Caddy is tipped to take on the role with several pockets
already held under his belt.

AKROTIRI TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt:

Capt Paul Williams
SSgt Tony D'Or

Akrotiri Tp is still as busy as ever! With various projects ongoing
in and around the station. A recent visit from 81 Sig Sqn M has
helped to alleviate some of the larger scale underground fibre
optic and copper cable installations, which have been impossible
to install due to manpower issues. Headed up by Lt Moir,
W02(FofS) McEvoy and Tp SSgt Tony Blatcher, the team very
quickly set up their ops room and set the pace for a very busy 2
weeks of hard graft. The ex culminated in the 81 Sig Sqn guys
installing over 15 kms of fibre optic cable and 10 kms of copper
cable in arduous conditions, a job well done and we hope to see
them back next year for another successful trip out to Cyprus.
The Tp welcomes Sig Mallarek who has recently been posted in
straight from Blandford. Congratulations to Sig Toshack who
has departed the Island on promotion, we hope that your next
assignment in Germany goes well.

Our first port of call was the National Army Museum in Chelsea,
where we received an excellent lecture on leadership, richly
illustrated with examples of good and bad leadership throughout
the history of the Army. We were then free to go round the
Museum, which was greatly enjoyed by all , especially when they
got to the coffee shop. That afternoon we continued the
leadership theme with a talk on Churchill and his role as a
leader at the Cabinet War Rooms and Churchill Museum.
The Museum itself is very modern and well laid out,
although Maj Adrian Johnson and Capt Jim Boyden
spent a bit too much time listening to the Morse code on
one of the displays - these ex-Spec Ops obviously have
trouble letting go.

The study period just happened to coincide with the Army
v Navy rugby, an obviously enjoyable and social day,
where all members of the group took the chance to catch
up with old friends in the Corps bar and in various other
establishments between the ground and Twickenham train

'Blagger' Vance who has certainly become a character already,
we've also welcomed Cpl Rob 'Moobs' Heap into the Tp. He has
transferred from the inf and is settling in well, as is another new
arrival LCpl Rich Danby, who has joined us from 30 Sig Regt and
is quoted as s~ying "Never send me there again or I'll sign
off......... aga1n .

Sadly we have to say goodbye to Capt Jim Boyden, who is
leaving us to pursue a degree at Newcastle University for 3 years.
He assures us that he will be working hard and that it is not a jolly
whatsoever and that he will conduct himself with nothing but the
best etiquette and behaviour becoming an officer of the British
Army. We all hope that the boss does well and gets everything he
wants from University.

For the record, the event was won by the Royal Engineers who
rubbed our faces in it by towing our raft back in. The shame .....

The next day we were lucky to be given a guided tour of
the Houses of Parliament which was extremely informative
and insightful and was followed up by a briefing and
question/answer session with the senior clerks of the
Defence Committee. This allowed us to receive at first
hand some excellent feedback on the recent visit to
Cyprus by some of the Committee members. That
afternoon's visit to the London Eye gave us a chance to
see the skyline of London on a particularly bright day,
which was great for most people except Sgt Des Lang,
who failed to conquer his fear of heights and spent the
whole trip welded to the bench looking at the floor!
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station. A free day on Sunday allowed people to recover ahead
of a long but useful visit to the Imperial War Museum on Monday,
where the large mixture of exhibits and exhibitions allowed
everyone to focus on various different facets of mil and world
history, although apparently it was quite difficult to get SSgt Phil
Mcleish out of the Special Forces exhibit.

EPISKOPI TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt:

Officers and SNCOs at the Palace of Westminster

DHEKELIA TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Jim Boyden
SSgt 'Kips' Fisher

Over the last few months there's been a lot of comings and
goings. We've recently said farewell to Sgt Billy Stennett who
has been posted on promotion to 16 Sig Regt as an SQMS, also
we've lost SSgt(FofS) Barney Gray to 1 (RBY) Sqn and Sig (now
Mr) Paul 'Jacko' Jackson has defected to 1 (UK} Civ Div.
We've also had some new arrivals in the Tp Including Sig Stu
Marsh who has joined us from 200 Sig Sqn, Sig Matt 'Patch'
Phillips who's come from Blandford and is now the proud new
owner of the best car in the Tp, also new to the Tp is LCpl Neil
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Capt Ian Peers
SSgt Phil Mcleish

It's been a busy few months in Epi Tp as usual. The Inst Techs
have been working flat out with their J2 project commitments,
which has also meant that all members of the Tp have had to put
in a few more hours than they normally would, including the Rad
Ops! (I don't think we'll be having any re-trades there then!)
As well as work commitments, the Tp provided most of the Sqn
team for the illustrious lnter-Sqn "Superstars" competition, which
consisted of various potted sports events, with the final one
being a gruelling relay race using the much loved dam hill as the
track. Needless to say Infra Sqn reined supreme, giving the RAF a
good thrashing on their way to victory.
In preparation for the Cyprus Skill at Arms Meeting (CYSAAM) the
majority of the Tp took part in a Sqn range package, which
concluded with a march and shoot competition. Now the team
had been picked from the top shots on the range package, the
chosen few headed to Dhekelia ranges for the CYSAAM. All the
team performed well throughout the competition narrowly missing
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out on some silverware in many of the shoots. All was not lost
though, with Cpl 'Deano' Simpson retaining his "Cyprus Pistol
Champion" title for the second consecutive year, also the falling
plate team headed up by SS~ Phil Mcleish and his team LCpl
'Thomo' Thompson, Sig Dyla•l Randall and Sig 'Tosh' Toshack
were victorious in a closer than close final with 62 (Cyprus) Sqn

RE.

Also this month the Tp had a day out to the local water park, for
some much needed tanning and fun time! A good day was had
by all even if some parts of it looked like somethin~ out of
wrestleMania. This was followed by a BBQ and drinks up at JRs
and 1 expect there may have been a few sore heads th e next day
as well as a few sore backs from the sun burn. (Not mentioning
any names LCpl Del Slowey).

JOINT SERVICE SIGNAL UNIT (VOLUNTEERS)
oc
PSAWO

Maj Dennis Weir MBE
W01 John Farrell

The middle of the year is an appropriate time to update readers
on the activities of this Joint Reservist Unit, which recruits only
ex-Regular specialists from the Royal Signals, Intelligence Corps,
Royal Navy and Royal Air Force.

In March, a team of runners, coerced and coordinated by W01
Jeanette Jensen Int Corps, once again took part in the Lincoln
1Okm road race and raised a sum of over £500 for the Royal
British Legion Poppy Appeal, through a combination of
sponsorship and roadside bucket rattling.

This year our Annual Camp was held in May at RAF Digby. After
a sequence of Annual Camps in Denmark, South Wales, Canada
and Cyprus, staying at home at Digby had the potential to be a
bit of a let down, but quite the contrary was the case.
A total of 39 people enthusiastically participated in some very
important technical trade trg in the Ops Block of JSSW(Digby), as
well as completing their mandatory MATTs. All of this trg was
underpinned by a very busy sports and social programme which
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THE VISIT OF THE DEFENCE EQUIPMENT SUPPORT (DES)
GLOBAL COMMUNICATIONS SERVICES (GCS) TEAM
LEADER (TL)
Mid Apri l saw SANGCOM hosting a visit from the newly formed
DES GCS TL, Mr Darrel Midgley. A full week of briefs and visits
were conducted and culminated in an overnight adventure into
the desert, enabling all the key players in SANCOM including
management staff from the prime contractor GPT SPM and their
new owners Paradigm , to meet in a different and challenging
environment.
The trip was organised by the military members of the
SANGCOM Project Team and entailed a 150km journey West
from Riyadh along the Mecca road before turning south into the
desert. The predominant features being two 50km bands of sand
dunes towering up to150m in height. We headed for these dunes
and prepared to camp for the night. The group was made up of
22 pers, 9 of which were Royal Signals Team Members, the
remainder from the Civil Service, GPT SPM and their new owners
Paradigm, led by their MD, Malcolm Peto, packed into 1O vehs,
all 4x4, ranging from true off-road vehicles, as preferred by the
Bedouin, to Chelsea Taxis. Fortunately the outgoing GPT SPM
MD, Mr Brian Simms, had decided not to take his Mercedes
ML500 as they are prone to bogging in on the sight of sand . The
Royal Signals pers led by the Project Director Col Jo Fletcher,
likened the initial deployment to the desert as "herding cats" but
managed to get all pers safely to the overnight camp location.
After camp was set up, Maj Dave Ball lit the BBQ which signified
the commencement of the spirited activities. The night's
festivities included rugby songs led by Lt Col Mike Burke,
scorpion bating with Mr Darrel Midgley and Maj Mick Purves.
Lt Col David Raleigh along with early sleepers, Lt Col Tony
Sarginson and Mr Peter Bush the Team Business Manager
easily won the snoring contest.

The last 6 months have been devoted to monthly technical trade
trg alongside our Regular Forces counterparts at JSSW(D~gby) .
Attendance has been good, trade trg aims have been achieved
and a thriving social life in the •y Return ' bar has been enjoyed.

Sgt Pete Adison and CPO Spider Kelly RNR hard at work at fundraising

UK MOD SANGCOM PROJECT TEAM

Maj Dennis Weir and W01 John Farrell enjoy a moment of smug
satisfaction at the end of a very successful annual camp

is probably easiest to describe pictorially.
In conclusion, this has been a very good 6 month period for
JSSUM during which we have recruited our first 3 RAuxAF pers
and most significantly of all, have seen 3 of our Army Warrant
Officers - W01 (Supvr Radio) Mark Jordan, W02 Steve Miller
Int Corps and W02 Bob Wright Int Corps take up FTRS
contracts to fulfil an urgent op requirement in sp of ops in both
Iraq and Afghanistan.
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The following morning breakfast was prepared by GPT SPM, led
by Mr Nigel Hope (ex Royal Signals) Chief Ops Officer of
Paradigm Saudi Arabia, before leaving camp at 0830hrs and
heading south deeper into the desert. The main aim of the day
was to experience desert driving on sand dunes and visit Graffiti
Rock 2 which is said to be drawings of animals and figures
created over 10,000 years ago. After travelling for 30 mins, large
dunes were spotted that could offer some excitement.
W02(YofS)
Daniel
Heath was
lead veh and
had the task
of navigating
a route
through the
dunes that
was exciting
but safe!
After 10 mins
a small dune
was found
which was
enough to
scare the
desert
virgins, all
vehs
successfully
navigated
through the
dunes with or
with out their
Maj David Ball dune bashing
passengers.
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We then left the area hoping to head east but came across a
large bowl within the dunes. The majority of vehs managing to
escape the bowl and only a few Mitsubishi Pajeros (Shoguns)
with their 3.0 litre engines were left behind at the bottom, unable
to get out, unlike the 4.8 litre Nissan Patrols, the Pajeros tended
to fade halfway up the 300m slope. After a few attempts
W02(FofS) Andy Draper took over from the YofS and finally
found a route out on the 5th attempt by forcing the vehicle to
stay in first gear.
On reaching 100km/h, a sound not unlike a FV432 on Salisbury
Plain could be heard, but as success was upon them and the
crest of the dune appeared, the FofS did not see a small drop of
a meter which he took at 40km/h. The bang was heard by all and
provoked a look of distaste from the Project Director. After
running repairs by the YofS which involved pulling the front
bumper out from touching the wheels and removing the spade
from the front passenger seat before returning it to the boot, we
then headed East to the second set of dunes which we had to
cross to get to Graffiti Rock 2 by lunchtime.
The transit of the second dune line was as eventful as the first,
with many large dunes to navigate around, over or through as Mr
Sam McElreavey (ex Royal Signals W01 YofS) demonstrated by
taking a dune too slow and rendering the front and back wheels
surplus to requirement and balancing his car on the crest. GPT
tried recovery themselves, in the form of their own desert warrior,
Mr David Brudenall (ex Royal Signals W01 YofS) who pulled and
then disintegrated his tow rope.
Rescue came in the form of Lt Col Burke and Lt Col Sarginson
in their Nissan Patrol, with the aide of Maj Mick Purves in the
advisory and laughing spectator mode. After successful recovery
we headed down off the dunes and arrived at Graffiti Rock 2 in
time for lunch. After a quick and dusty snack we headed back to
Riyadh and civilisation. The experience achieved its aim of
bonding the 2 new groups, with each team having a far better
understanding of what motivates each element of SANGCOM and
why we are as we are. The war stories are still being told and the
working relationship is far healthier for the short but challenging
event.

Maj Mick Purves inspects

a large

fire hose found in the desert?
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628 SIGNAL TROOP

oc

Capt AOH Biggs
W02(FofS) Taff Ceaser
SSgt Randy Randerson

Tp FofS
Tp SSgt
INTRODUCTION

628 Sig Tp is an independent unit operating under the comd of
the 1st NATO Signal Battalion (1 NSB) which is part of Allied
Forces (North). The Tp is known in NATO circles as UK
Deployable Communications Module (DCM) A. There are 61 pers
in the Tp, 2 of which are UK Sp pers only and are not included in
the NATO manning for deployments. The Tp's role is to deploy,
install, operate and maintain comd and control strategic CIS in sp
of a deployed NATO HQ at 5 days notice. The core systems
which are User Interface Enclosure (UIE) and Communications
Gateway Shelter (CGS) are based around network servers and
switches, PABX exchanges, Bandwidth management and Satellite
Bearer eqpts. The majority of eqpts used are Commercial-OffThe-Shelf (COTS) with Promina, Siemens, Cisco, Thales and
Alcatel featuring heavily in the installations.
OARS TESTING - APELDORN, HOLLAND AND GLONS,
BELGIUM - by LCpl Donna Holmes
On 12 March, a small element of the Tp consisting of W02(FofS)
Taff Ceaser, LCpl's Donna Holmes, Jase Duckworth and Gaz
Richards deployed to Nieuw Milligan in Apeldorn, Holland to
provide a satellite link for the Germans, who were conducting
OARS Testing with their NATO eqpt. The initial phase of testing in
Holland went well and we were back in camp for the weekend for
a quick turnaround , ready to deploy to Glans in Belgium for the
second phase the following Monday.
Things seemed to be panning out with the same ease as the first
week, with LCpl Holmes managing to drive all the way to
location without any problems. The driving of the satellite det was
then handed over to LCpl Duckworth, who had to drive 20m to
site the det. While driving along a fence line, he managed to
ditch the det into a sewage cistern! A very long wait followed for
a crane to come from Maastricht in Holland to lift the det out.
Finally the det was recovered and we were able to site correctly
and get on with our work. The rest of the testing went smoothly
and on 30 March Cpl's Dan Hartley and Andy Brewer travelled
to our location to inspect the veh to ensure it was road worthy for
the return to Camp. We then travelled to Brunssum in Holland,
where our eqpt sp is based and dropped the det off to get all
faults rectified before Ex COBALT FLASH the following wee

EXERCISE COBALT FLASH 16- 27 APR - by Sig Stu Carter

J

On Monday 16 April, members of the Tp deployed for 2 weeks to
HQ, 1 NSB in Maastricht, Holland for Ex COBALT FLASH. The ex
was an IBDP and test ex designed to test the Communication
Gateway Shelter (CGS4) that we would be deploying to Berlin on
Ex KINDRED SWORD the following month. This consisted of
making sure that the Transportable Satellite Ground Terminal
(fSGT), Communications Module (COM), Information Systems
Module (ISM) and Video Teleconference (VTC) dets could pass
data and voice through the NATO 'cloud' and communicate with
other NATO assets.
After some initial teething problems with the eqpt, which was new
to many of the Tp, the ex kicked off properly and the eqpt could
be put through its paces on the live NATO network. A conflict on
one of the exchange servers in the ISM meant a complete rebuild of the server, much to the delight of the IS Engs, who
enjoyed a few late nights working on the ISM Det to initially
locate and then rectify the fault. The VTC crew also had their
share of fun trying to find some VTC eqpt that would work
together out of the 3 sets that they had acquired! The FofS even
took the step of bringing in his own all singing and dancing web
cam but it still didn't solve the problem! LCpl Robbie Keers was
not overly impressed when he got to sign for the 42 inch plasma
screen that was to be used in the Det, especially after many of
the team had said how good it would look in their houses.

Overall the ex was a success and the Tp could be confident that
they could deploy to Berlin with CGS4 for a successful ex
supporting the GE/NE Corps and provide a high quality of
service.

Ex KINDRED SWORD was a 4 week comms ex in Berlin, or so we
thought. In reality the Tp set up NATO CIS assets to sp our
German/Netherland Corps partners. The location was actually
South West of Berlin on a trg area not dissimilar to Sennelager, in
a camp which was aptly named 'Flaeming Kaserne'!

The unit's different trade groups all worked hard to achieve the
set up, enabling us to quickly settle down into an ex routine
which saw a day and night shift pattern established. A mention
must be made at this point of Cpl 'Gibbo' Gibson, who
demonstrated his entrepreneurial skills by setting up a tuck-shop
from a gorilla box. It's amazing how 'a-Mars-a-day' keeps morale
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ambush drills; all like our OPTAG trg. The next couple of weeks
followed a similar pattern with us taking part in some role play
such as veh checkpoints, NBC stands etc. We also had an
op~ortunity to learn about some of their wpns and man pack
radios. These radios were very similar to our Clansman meaning they were out of date! One thing which I forgot to
mention was the challenge set by OR9 Gottfried on what they
still call the SATI Range, to find the best shots with the German
wpn systems and without wishing to boast, Sigs Pinington,
Robertson and Tuck scored top marks beating 'Ze Germans' at
their own game!

The following Wednesday was spent on the ranges and we were
1----------------------------~ joined by our very own LCpl Jase Duckworth, who
was to be our translator for the remainder of the ex.
Unfortunately as an AS Operator, he was not a lot of
help on the HF comms front; however we all bowed to
his superior knowledge of the German language which
proved very helpful! We took our own wpn systems on
the ranges and had a chance to use the German rifles,
MGs and pistols as well as our own SA80s, LSWs and
9mm pistols. Unfortunately I was not able to shoot any
of the German wpn systems because I was asked to
give an insight into our wpns to the Germans. I also
had to act as safety supervisor for our boys when using
our own wpns. Once again the Brits outshot everybody
on the range day on all wpns systems!
On the Sur.day we deployed from the range location for
Daaden, leaving in 2 packets and found out that the
convoy drills of the Germans were extremely
professional, but very slow. We manage to reach top
speeds of 50 to 60 kph but that was down hill with the
wind in our backs. The top speed was an average 30 to
40 kph and so for a 222km drive it only took 6 hours
and that was being generous. We arrived at our new
location, squared away our kit and found our accn.
While the boys where getting changed I went for a brief
by OR9 Gottfried, who would explain how this part of
the ex would be run and timings for the following day.
With the help of the Chief Clerk, we feasted well on the
spoils of war that night.
Elements of CGS4 in location

EXERCISE EAKK 1 - 30 MAY 07 - by Cpl 'Jock' Mee
EXERCISE KINDRED SWORD 3 - 30 May 07
- by Cpl Mark Davey

First impressions of the ex area were: how far apart all the
exercising elements would be split - different comd elements had
found different hidey-holes all over the large camp with hardened
office space at a premium. The set-up was done over a few days
and in fairly quick time with elements of the GE/NE Corps turning
up en mass after the weekend. The transformation of a large field
into a tented city began and was also complemented by the
setting up of an 'Ops platform' that was camouflaged with a
tarpaulin that had a 'London-brick' effect; very Gucci!
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The Tp all mucked in and we achieved our aim of getting packed
away, and with our souvenir medals in our pockets, the job was
done and we were homeward bound.

The ex also gave Cpl Gav Nicholson the opportunity to prepare
the images that would be needed to build the computers for the
forthcoming ex. This was easier said then done, as all of the
drivers for the computers had to be sought from the internet and
the fact that there were 3 different types of computer did not help
either!

The outbound convoy had its moments. We had an overnight
stop in Herford, with the odd MT problem resolved on the way.
The second leg of the convoy was just as emotional; no land
speed records were going to be set that was for sure!

LCpl Jase Duckworth sites the detachment/

up. The ex period passed. We had rain, blazing sun, we certainly
had plenty of assorted meats and cheese for breakfast and lunch!
However the end was in sight and the prospect of a rapid (yet
controlled!) tear-down was on the cards so that we could return
prior to the Bank Holiday weekend. So we were under starters
orders and_ we were off. It was late evening and my lasting
memory will be the amount of razor-wire the line sect had to
circumnavigate; a few choice words could be heard in the pitch
black and the true meaning of 'thredders' was revealed!

Ex EAKK was an ISAF pre-deployment trg ex for the German
Army (similar to OPTAG), on which a small element of the Tp were
providing HF comms sp. Ensuring the RS Operator side of life
ran smoothly, Sigs Stu Pinington, Robertson and Chris Tuck
manned 2 Harris HF comms dets, under the comd and guidance
of Cpl 'Jock' Mee.
":V_e left Elmpt Station on 1 May, bound for Wessel in Germany to
101n up with the German DCM. We would be arriving the day
before the ex was due to start, however everything had been
arranged in advance with OR9 Jurgen Gottfried (W01
equivalent) for us to pick up the accn keys from the guardroom.
Due to our lack of German language, to be honest non existent, it
look quite some time to explain why we were there but with the
use~ul aid of sign language and a mobile phone, we managed the
basics of "give us a room - we come in peace". Once we had
squared away wpns, Land Rovers and our personal kit, it was
down to the local Chinese for a bit of Night Subsistence action,
courtesy of our Chief Clerk with the help of a hefty advance in
Euros, thanks Chief!
In the morning we did all the introductions and that afternoon we
had a guided tour of the area and a briefing of what was to
happen over the following weeks. Of course it was conducted
over coffee with OR9 Gottfried. We found him very helpful and
we w~re looking forward to participating in one of our few, joint
exs with the HARRIS HF eqpt. This was not solely a comms ex,
~here where various lessons on situations you might find yourself
in on an op tour such as, mine clearance, first aid and anti-
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It was an early start for the boys of 628 Tp! It was
0600hrs to be exact when we moved up to what was
to be Camp Alpha with the German HF Det moving to Camp
Zulu. We began to set up the Command Post (CP) on gravel due
to the tick infestation in and around the area. LCpl Duckworth
found this out the hard way, becoming the first British casualty to
tick infestation, while acting out a scenario of British casualties
trapped in a mine field. Concurrent to this, Sigs Robertson and
Tuck engineered comms with 'Ze Germans' and were up and
running with voice and data being passed between the 2 call
signs within mins.
The ex was a great success for us because we where able to use
the eqpt in a tactical role for the first time and it also showed that
with a little patience with other nations, we can achieve joint
goals. The ex ended with a BBQ and one or two beers! The
Germans thanked us, we thanked them and to be honest we
were grateful for the invite to take part in their ex. I would like to
thank OR9 Gottfried for all the help and assistance he gave us
and hope we can invite them to take part in one of our exs in the
future.
ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
The Tp warmly welcomes: Cpls Rachel Hay, Katie Savage and
Liam Young, all making the short trip across camp from 16 and 7
Sig Regts, Sigs Clare Stafford from 21 Sig Regt and Kimberley
Richardson brand new from 11 Sig Regt.
The Tp would like to say farewell to: Cpl Andy Brewer who is
moving on to 7 Sig Regt. Farewell also to LCpl Willie Johnstone
who is leaving the Forces, the Tp wishes you good look and all
the best for the future.
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oc
SSM

Capt Emily Walker
W02(SSM) Dougie lcke

Leeds UOTC is slightly different from most UOTC posts ~f not all),
in that it has a Royal Signals Wing - Romeo Tp. We are
extremely lucky to be able to carry out Special to Arm Trg, as well
as the normal Mil Trg Qualifications (MTQ) trg, alongside Inf, Arty
and RE Wings and as the Royal Signals PSI , I would like to inform
readers of what both myself as a PSI and the Officer Cadets
(OCdts) do during a typical trg year.
Each UOTC will do business differently but we all dedicate the
first half, and in some cases all of the year trg, our first and
second year students to pass their MTQ 1 and 2 exams. MTQ 1
is similar to "basic trg" with OCdts learning Skill-at-arms,
Fleldcraft, Map-reading, etc and MTQ 2 consisting of more
advanced mil skills, such as 7 Questions, Estimate and Orders,
Signals and Map-reading. The MTQ 2 trg finishes with an exam
weekend with OCdts having to carry out the estimate process
and delivering Orders to examiners, as well as being tested in
other subjects, to successfully pass MTQ 2. Failures have to resit and pass the exam with another UOTC, that is if they wish to
continue in the UOTC. Some OCdts progress to MTQ 3, which is
shorter in duration but is necessary should they wish to be
selected to attend AMAS for a TA Commission.
For Leeds UOTC, all MTQ trg starts in September and finishes in
December. From January to April , we carry out Wing (Special-toArm) Trg, which is where the Sigs Wing (Romeo Tp) form up. We
receive new OCdts who have just finished MTQ 1 trg and have
either volunteered for the Sigs Wing, or found themselves being
pushed in our direction due to number restrictions in other Wings.
Typically, the Sigs Wing is the smallest with approx 30 OCdts in
the Tp. We have a Junior Under Officer (JUO) and a Tp Sgt, who
are 3rd year OCdts, with one or two more 3rd Years, about 10
2nd Years and the remainder being 1st Year OCdts. The idea is
that the knowledge and experience that the OCdts have within
the Tp allows them to teach and operate the Sigs vehs and eqpt
themselves for the majority of trg, both in and out of camp. Wing
Trg takes place either on Wednesday Drill nights or Trg
Weekends.
The only Sigs eqpt we currently hold are Clansman manpack
radios. However we are fortunate to have a good relationship
with 34 Sig Regt (V), who provide us with 4 x FFR Dets each year
for Wing Trg. This allows the Tp to break down into 4 dets with
2nd Year OCdts acting as Det Comds, and the JUO acting as Tp
Comd with the Tp Sgt. Typically, the Wing will establish Forward
and Main HQs when on ex, although this is flexible depending on
the ex. We work extremely hard on Trg Weekends, with lots of
teaching on the first weekend, learning how to establish a Det
and a HQ, erecting masts and operating VHF and HF radio sets.
The OCdts also get the chance to try out different HF antennas,
including "sloping wiren and "droopy dipoles". What we really
enjoy, however, and I mean "really enjoy" is the defence of a
comms site and the veh and foot patrol anti-ambush drills that we
pride ourselves in being particularly good at. Wing Weekend 2 is
where we can introduce the more tactical aspects of operating as
a Fd HQ, as well as continuing comms trg. The JUO will often be
getting contacts while recceing sites in his Reece FFR (usually a 2
veh move with TAC HQ) and sending contact reports back to the
OCdts at HQ Main. We were also lucky enough this year, for the
Tp to have to defend the Comms location during the early hours
of a Sunday morning with a contact that lasted over an hour
(6000 rounds and plenty of miniflares). This practised and tested
the OCdts use of command and control (mainly from the JUO
and the Tp Sgt), fire positions, target indication and rates of fire,
ammo conservation and replen , dealing with casualties,
maintaining comms and tearing down the HQ to tab to an ERV
and then to a new location. The tab was excellent as the Admin
DAF had mysteriously broken down (Ha HaQ and other than the
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FFR drivers and passengers, everybody else was patrolling
tactically (and quickly) up a very "up-hill" route on Catterick Trg
Area (Snake Pass for those that have had the pleasure). The Tp
was continually contacted during the tab with shouts of "Contact
left!" and "Peel right!" filling the air and spurring everybody to
stay alert until they reached the new location. There they
established a field HQ again while (you guessed it) being
contacted again (and again).
The great
thing about
working with
OCdts is
they all give
100% all the
time and
(sometimes
annoyingly)
always have
a good
sense of
humour!
They also
enjoy being
challenged!
For this
reason, I
have enjoyed giving them stretchers and casualties to carry
whenever I feel that they would benefit from "being challenged" all to make them a better person of course, and maybe in the
future show the potential to make a potential Royal Signals
Officer, should they really excel! Wing Weekend 3 is an ex where
we work mainly with the Inf Wing, supporting them in their
mission by providing comms and establishing a HQ where they
can make plans and deliver Orders using the birdtable. It has
been encouraging that some Sigs Wing OCdts have been given
increased respect and some very positive comments from the Inf
Wing OCdts regarding the challenging and robust trg that the
Sigs Wing has been putting themselves through recently. This
has encouraged us to make sure we maintain our high standards
in the future.
Lastly, we must mention Ex LIGHTNING STRIKE! This ex is
organised by the SORLS team in Blandford and is a competition
for all UOTCs and DTUS establishments. This year, 18 teams
competed in various stands on SPTA that were either mil, comms
or leadership and it was all well-organised, challenging and fun.
The competition was won by (Oh yes!) Leeds UOTC, and to say
we were extremely pleased would be an understatement!
Since winning Ex LIGHTNING STRIKE, we have enjoyed a 2 week
ski-trip to Tignes in France (organised by myself as organising AT
is part of the job spec for probably all the Royal Signals PSls in
UOTCs), enjoyed a Royal Signals Formal Wing Dinner and are
looking forward to a 2 week battle camp in Swynnerton before
getting ready for a new Trg Year.

Should anybody out there aspire to be posted to a UOTC, 1 would
certainly recommend it. As with most jobs, you will wear other
hats, depending on the UOTC and its requirements. As for me 1
am the Sports Officer (including Triathlon Team Captain), Unit '
Health and Safety Adviser, Resources Manager and I look after a

~OfR1f
CORPS OPERATIONAL SHOOTING COMPETITION (CORPSOSC)
. .
- by Capt JH Greenwood Royal Signals Shootmg Association

underlined the Royal Signals organisation and ownership of the

(RSSA)

eve~t. .~he was guided round a number of stands, meeting all of

the ind1v1dual Corps personalities.
INTRODUCTION
Royal Signals CORPSOSC took place from 13 - 20 April 07 and
ran concurrently with the Joint CORPSOSC involving RAC, RA,
RE, R SIGNALS, AAC, RLC, REME, AGC and INT CORPS. The TA
Meeting was held over the weekend 14 - 15 April 07 and the
Regular Meeting from 16 - 20 April 07 . Despite the huge op
commitment placed upon the Corps once again, the turn out was
very good. Royal Signals TA numbers were 141 soldiers
competing from 12 units. Regular attendance was 108 soldiers
from 13 units. Royal Signals were lead Corps this year and the
scale of the Joint Competition cannot be overstated. This is
administered on a set of charter tasks which shares the admin
between five Corps. 32 Sig Regt(V) are the lead unit for Royal
Signals Charter Tasks and administer over 1100 soldiers and
officers from nine Corps over a period of 10 days.
Until 1993 the competition was held at Bulford Ranges and run
concurrently with RA and RPC . In 1994, due to the temporary
closure of Bulford Ranges, the competition moved to become
part of the Joint CORPSAM at Ash Ranges with the RE, RLC,
REME and AGC. Renamed in 2007, Joint CORPSOSC is now
one of the biggest Service Rifle Shooting Competitions in the
world with over 1000 combined TA and Regular soldiers taking
part in 10 days. In comparison, CENTSAM at Sisley had a
maximum of 720 when it ran team competitions. From a Corps
perspective, the event is run by a small committee of volunteers,
the Royal Signals Shooting Association (ASSA) and is partially
funded by the Corps Games Club. All pers are volunteers and
provide their sp alongside their normal busy jobs and invariably in
their own time. Without them Corps shooting would not be
where it is today. Key pers are:

HRH The Princess Royal meets Capt Reith with Col Standen and
the SOinC looking on

She seemed to particularly enjoy the Team Combat Snap
competition on Ash Range 2 where soldiers negotiate a number
of obstacles before engaging targets from 300m. This was run by
a range team lead by 32 Sig Regt(V). The spectacle of service
competition shooting is now rarely seen on such a large scale
anywhere else in the world and the sight of 30 rifles blazing down
Ash Range is awesome to behold.

Joint CORPSOSC Lead Chairman

Col IG Standen
(Late Royal Signals)
Joint CORPSOSC Lead Secretary
Capt GGA Reith
RSSA Secretary
Capt C Kell
R~SA Asst Secretary
W01 (RSM) D Wilson
Joint CORPSOSC Senior Range Officer Maj T McVey
RSSA Property/JCORPSOSC Media
Capt JH Greenwood
Officer
Joint CORPSOSC Stats
Capts R & H Jephcote
Ash 2 Senior Butts OIC
Capt M Granitza
Joint CORPSOSC Accn RQ
W02(RQMS) Kleppang
With fantastic weather for the majority of the week, standards of
shooting were particularly high. It was also encouraging to see
those units who, despite severe op commitments, were able to
s~nd teams of novices to compete. Undoubtedly the exposure to
this level of Skill at Arms has a profound effect on the young
soldier and many, who were only capable of a 12 inch group on
Day 1, were able to snap shoot head shots from 200m quite
successfully by the end of the competition. It is abundantly clear
that. the op benefit of this level of shooting, which is rarely
achievable at unit level, is significant. The high point of the week
was on Wednesday 18 April 07 when the Colonel in Chief, HRH
The Princess Royal visited the competition. This emphatically
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Signals Store and the Armoury. Personally, I find working with
OCdts extremely rewarding and good fun and I suspect that one
or two will be seen with a our cap badge and pips on their
shoulders in a couple of years time. If not - they will make better
than average ciwiesl
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Falling Plates - stand by - go!

The event attracted many other VIPS throughout the week
including Gen Sir Richard Dannatt KCB CBE MC ADC Gen, CGS and Gen Sir Redmond Watt KCVO CBE ADC Gen, - CinC
LAND. In all, 8 Gens, 14 Brigs and 12 Cols attended the event at
various points. Regular prizes were presented by Gen Sir Sam
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Cowan KCB CBE, Master of Signals, Brig JE Thomas MBE
ADC, SOinC(A) a!lu Brig N A W Pope, Comd 1 Sig Bde. The TA
prizes were prese.,'.ed by Brig Hargreaves, Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde
and Col AC Cunningham TD, Hon Col 32 Sig Regt IY). VIPs
joined COs, RSMs and Team Capt"ins for a curry lunch after both
prize giving events.
2007 marked the retirement from RSSA of the following
individuals:
Capt Graham Reith

Capt John Greenwood

Asst Secretary
1994 - 1997
Secretary
1997 - 2006
J CORPSOSC Lead 2002 and 2007
Secretary
2003-2004
Asst Secretary
Property/
2005-07
Media Officer

ROYAL SIGNALS PRIZE WINNERS

Champion Shot from each Corps:

The full results are available on the Corps Webs site at:

At the end of the competition, 304 individual prizes and 45
trophies are awarded to competitors and the distribution of
silverware across the nine Corps was quite even. The main Royal
Signals TA and Regular CORPSOSC prize winners and Unit
Championship results are listed below:

RAC
RA
RE
R SIGNALS
AAC
RLC
REME
AGC
INT CORPS

Cpl Urquhart
2Lt Bolin
LCpl Purna
SSgt Bharat
Capt Leighton
Pte Prakash
Sgt Hall
Sgt Brown
SSgt Upham

http://www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/ sport/shooting.html

Overall Champion
Rifle Shot

SSgt Bharat - 22 Sig Regt

TA
Champion Unit Team

31 Sig Regt M C Team

Falling Plates

33 Sig Regt M A Team

Best Young Soldier

Sig Colgan - 40 Sig
Regt M
LCpl Ford - 31 Sig Regt

Best Female

All COs are t hanked for releasing pers and for their sp to
CORPSOSC 20~7. With the benefits of this competition playing
such a key part 1n our op effectiveness, it is likely that the
competition will continue to flourish .

M
Champion Pistol
Champion Rifle Shot
Champion at Arms

Maj Knight - 36 Sig
RegtM
Sgt Openshaw - 34 Sig
RegtM
W01 Hall - 37 Sig Regt

M
REGULAR
Champion Unit Team

30 Sig Regt

Champion Minor Unit Team

39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn

Falling Plates

22 Sig Regt

Pistol Tiles
Best Young Soldier

Royal Signals Shooting
Association
Sig Raeside - 7 Sig Regt

Best Female

LCpl Jelf - 22 Sig Regt

M
Champion Rifle Shot
Champion at Arms

SSgt Bharat - 22 Sig
Regt
SSgt Bharat - 22 Sig
Regt

JOINT CORPSOSC INTER-CORPS PRIZE WINNERS
At the end of both the TA and Regular competitions are the InterCorps Rifle and Team events. The winners for 2007 were:

Capt Reith's contribution has been awesome. Single-handedly
at the outset and with a bloody minded determination, he has
been the driving force behind Royal Signals shooting since 1994.
Init ially he had to "bully" units to compete but eventually he
achieved virtually 100% unit attendance from the Corps. He
introduced the first Royal Signals TA entry to the competition in
1995 and the success of his efforts is borne out by the fact that
over 25 'Army 100' shots have been Royal Signals over the last 3
years and in addition, the remarkable success Corps units have
had at CENTSAM. Royal Signals have had the winning Army
team for the last 2 years. Over the years he has developed a
robust team of expertise, mainly based at 32 Sig Regt M . with
delegated areas of responsibility that fulfil the Corps Charter
Tasks for CORPSOSC. This dedicated team of SMEs is the envy
of other Corps. He has agreed to assist the future committee so
his vast knowledge and experience on all aspects of shooting will
not be lost.
If you are interested in becoming a member of the Royal Signals
Shooting Association and assisting with next year's event, please
contact Capt Colin Kell, Adjt 33 Sig Regt M :
E Mail: :13SR-Mit@mod.uk
Telephone: 0151 489 8331
DFTS: (9)4552 8426
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The Corps Champion and the Overall Champion Rifle Shot - SSgt
Bharat of 22 Signal Regiment

Capt Kell - 33 Sig Regt

Champion Pistol

Capt Graham Reith relaxes in the Royal Signals Champion Shot
chair

The Corps TA Champion Rifle Shot- Sgt Openshaw of 34 Signal
Regiment(ll,l

TA
Champion Falling Plate Team 101 Regt RA (LAD)
Champion Rifle Shot from each Corps:
RE
R SIGNALS
RLC
REME
AGC
INT CORPS
Overall Champion TA
Rifle Shot

Lt Col Snelling
Sgt Openshaw
SSgt Pavis
SSgt Chapman
Cpl Vahninsbergh
Sgt Owen-Doye
SSgt Chapman POWRR
(LAD)

REGULAR ARMY
Champion Corps Clay Target
Team

R SIGNALS

Champion Combat
Snapshooting Match
Champion Corps Falling Plate Match

30 Sig Regt

Champion Corps Rifle Team Match

R SIGNALS
AGC
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THE ROYAL SIGNALS MERCURY CHALLENGE
ADVENTURE BACK IN THE UK AFTER THE SUCCESSFUL
COMPLETION OF THE ROYAL SIGNALS' MERCURY
CHALLENGE
After nearly 33,000 nautical miles, yacht Adventure is safely back
in England, after giving the opportunity of a lifetime to 114
Officers and Soldiers. This highly successful exped has taken
Adventure and crew around the world and raised the profile of the
British Army and Royal Signals, as well and giving an immense AT
experience to all those involved .
The fi nal leg of MERCURY CHALLENGE ended in style with a
Gazelle helicopter escort and flyby off the Needles and then
Adventure and crew were met by a flotilla of yachts from the
Directorate of Military Communications Projects (DMCP) Regatta,
Where many of MERCURY CHALLENGE'S sponsors (EADS,
Thales, Symantec, Raymarine, Panoptech, SML Technologies and
MailaSail) were present. Then the final stage of the journey was
back to the Joint Services Adventurous Sail Training Centre in
~?sport. As Adventure made her way up the Solent, she was
lOlned one by one by family, friends and supporters and many
heads turned as the remarkable yacht went past. As the leg 10
crew turned the final corner towards Adventure's home; cheers,
horns, hooters and clapping filled the air and she was welcomed
home in style. The International Association of Cape Homers
presented the coveted burgee to Sgt 'Windy' Gale after his
successful Southern Ocean crossing and rounding of Cape Horn
In February with leg 7. The Royal Signals Skippers, Maj Charles
Roberts and Sgt 'Windy' Gale were then customary thrown in
the cold and muddy Gosport water!
The leg 10 crew, the 'homecoming crew ', have had to overcome
storms, hard driving rain , and fickle winds during their 22 days at
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sea. As Adventure approached the shores of the UK, she was
faced with additional challenges. Having to cross busy shipping
lanes and encounter strong tidal currents, the crew had to be
continually alert and anticipate every eventuality during their days
along the South Coast of England. The last day at sea did not go
without its final test for the Ski pper and crew, as the inlet for the
salt water that cools the engine got blocked, and the engine
became overheated at a crucial time, with strong tides hindering
the yacht. Against all odds, the problem was overcome and
Adventure was able to motor home with her head held high. It
was a testing and demanding 3 weeks for the crew, but there was
no doubt that the jubilation of the first Atlantic crossing for 1 O of
the 14 crew was shown on Sunday 3 June, when the stood
proudly on Adventure, the yacht that had been their home for the
previous 3 weeks.
The Signal Officer in Chief (Army), Brig J E Thomas MBE ADC,
has written the following words,
'Seeing Royal Signals Adventure return to its home port after a
year circumnavigating the Globe as part of the Adventurous
Training Ex MERCURY CHALLENGE, is a great pleasure for me.
When I agreed to the project, the intent was for a high profile and
challenging event that would involve the widest possible group of
Royal Signals Regulars and Territorial Army and take them to the
limits of endurance in a palpably dangerous environment, yet give
them an experience to remember. The spin off being that
individuals would be introduced to the sport, gain qualifications
and a desire to continue sailing to the benefit of all.
I would like to congratulate not just the current crew, but all 114
who took part, the project team, sponsors and the Joint Services
Adventurous Sail Training Centre in this magnificent achievement.
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Sec RSHC/ Senior Team Manager

It has been conducted in the best traditions of
the Royal Signals, epitomised by the copy
book rescue of the yacht Koomooloo during
the Rolex Sydney Hobart Race. Whether
sailing through the heat of the Tropics, the
bitter cold of the Southerr> Ocean , rounding
Cape Horn or competing so well in the
Stanford Antigua Sailing Week, I am sure a::
who took part will have developed themselves
and be stronger for the experience.

Secretary RSHC Ladies
RSHC Mens BA(G) POC

Sec BA(G)
Sec RSHC Veterans

'Gerta Cito.'
There is no question of the tremendous
success of MERCURY CHALLENGE and the
skills gained by the crew will help them in their
daily work and operations abroad in t he
future.

AHUA (Umpires) R SIGNALS
Advisor

Do log onto www.mercurvchallenge.mod.uk to
find out more about the exped.

Capt Jason Budding,
BOWMAN Trials Team,
Blandford
Capt Nie Berry, 1 Sqn,
11 Sig Regt, Blandford
W02(YOS) Brendan
Plant, BOWTAG,
Sennelager
Sgt Marcus Murcott
Mr Brian Mower
DCCIS, Blandford
(Note that Brian is still
looking for a suitable
successor. Any
volunteers?)
Capt David Longmoor
660 Sig Tp (More later on
this innovation.)

For league and Army Cup co-ordination, Unit Hockey OICs must
still look to the Div Secs for direction , details of which will be held
by the S02 APTC.

Antigua Sailing Week

UK RSHC FIXTURES

CORPS WINDSURFING
ROYAL SIGNALS WINDSURFING TEAM JIBES AGAIN
The Corps has had Royal Signals officers and soldiers entering
and competing in race events every year for over 20 years. This
year is no different, except that we are now seeing the Royal
Signals Windsurfing Team making a significant impact,
particularly on the Inter-Corps racing scene. The team is making
a concerted effort to attend all events, prepared and on form in
order to be in as strong a racing position as is possible. Slowly
but surely, the approach is paying off.
The recent competition in June, the 5th Inter-Corps race meeting
for 2006/2007, took place at Hayling Island with localised
offshore winds blowing Force 4 (13-18 mph). The weather
conditions always dictate the type of racing and on this meeting
that meant 'master blaster' races. The wind was somewhat
patchy, which forced the race committee to run as many races as
possible without leaving the water, before the wind abated and
people became overtired.
Despite being a man down , the team made better progress and
improved their results from previous competitions as a result of

an excellent performance on the day by Capt Bert Curtin who
made a 1st, 3rd and 4th place in 3 of the 5 races. Sgt Rob
Hickley also improved on previous results , with regular finishes in
the top half of the fleet.
The next competition is the Army Championships at Hayling
Island 9 - 13 July, which includes the Inter-Corps races on 11
July. The 2007-2008 racing season begins in September with the
1st Inter-Corps and the Inter-Services competitions. Also next
season, the intention is to organise a windsurfing expedition to
the Canary Islands in 2008 for Royal Signals officers and soldiers.
Interested windsurfers should get in touch through the website.
The windsurfing community at large is urging novices to get
involved in the sport and there are courses running regularly at
different venues. Anyone interested in windsurfing at any level
should contact Maj John Fradley on Elmpt 94868 4736 or Capt
Bert Curtin on Blandford 94371 5333. You can also visit the
Corps website where there are more details of the courses and
trg that are on offer.

Website: www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals/sailing/rsyc/windsurfing
The Inter-Corps Hockey Championships took place in Aldershot
over the period 24 - 26 April 07. As in previous years we took 3
teams: Seniors, Veterans and Ladies. Quietly confident after a
good warm up weekend, our main aim was to play well, cement
the future of the Corps squads and, of course, enjoy ourselves at
this traditionally excellent festival.

who moves in June 07 from 251 Sig Sqn, 1O Sig Regt to 11 Sig
Regt and as the current UK POC, has already been a key
member of the RSHC Management team for some time.

INTRODUCTION
Continuing the RSHC story in The Wire , I return with more news
of events, past and future, changes to pers, and some individual
successes. Firstly though, may I thank on behalf of the RSHC
community, the outgoing RSHC Secretaries. On the Seniors front,
W01 (FOS) Gary Duffy in DCSA, departs to the Middle East on a
well deserved and hopefully financially rewarding posting. He
says he will be back to represent the Seniors and even Veterans
duri ng his time away. He has done sterling work in a difficult
season, while also holding down a busy job. To replace him is
another stalwart of hockey Capt Jason Budding, conveniently
residing in the building behind me in the Bowman Trials Team. We
look forward to his tenure. For the Ladies, Capt Sophie Howe in
7 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn steps down in light of a busy
forthcoming trg and op year. She is replaced by Capt Nie Berry
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The RSHC fixtures, after the games against the REME on 7/8
March, started with a trg weekend, 21/ 22 April at Blandford,
which was planned as an Inter-Corps warm up. Clearly a
successful event to confirm players, positions structures and
availability, 3 matches were played providing a 3 - 1 win for the
RSHC Seniors over the Veterans and then in the evening a 5 win for the Seniors over Blandford HC. In between the RSHC
Ladies took on a well drilled and very fit side from Sturminster
Newton. With none of the opposition seemingly over 5' 1", they
turned us over 3 - 8. Much was learnt, including the potential
calmness of the goalkeeper, Sgt Tracy Fairbairn, 11 Sig Regt,
who remained impeccably unfazed under a barrage of attacks.
INTER CORPS TOURNAMENT - SENIORS, LADIES AND
VETERANS

CORPS HOCKEY
ROYAL SIGNALS HOCKEY CLUB (RSHC)
- by Lt Col D G Proctor Chairman RSHC

Sadly, after the initial successes of some Units in Div Cup ru ns,
no one made it through the knock-out phase to play in the InterUnit Finals in Aldershot on 17/18 April. However, 11 Sig Regt,
managed by Brian Mower, won both the 5 Div League and Cup.
As the Corps focus for hockey, this is a good achievement and
bodes well for the future. Monitoring the teams that did get to
the final, less the winners 5 Rifles, none should hold any concern
for Corps Units. The key is participating first and foremost!

Although it is invariably players, old , current and aspiring, who
find time to read this article, my other key target are the Unit COs
and OCs, who I hope to inform, inspire and gain their support.
They have been provided with 3 reports in October 06, and
February and April 07. I hope those notes have helped both the
recipient as well as Unit players in a better understanding and
levels of support. The next update is due out in late August.
CURRENT RSHC MANAGEMENT STRUCTURE
With the few changes that have taken place, who is now in
charge, or holding a RSHC or AHA position that you may need to
contact:
Chairman

Lt Col David Proctor,
HQ SOinC(A), Blandford
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John Edge had well saved. The situation repeated itself shortly
afterwards and this time LCpl Tim Tyl er, 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig
Sqn was successful. Typical of a game when you are chasing a
result, you push forward too hard and as a consequence the RE
made it 3 - 1 in t he last few minutes. This was another good
game, W01(VOS) Brendan Plant, BOWTAG(G), SSgt (FOS)
Jamie Butt, 42 M Sig Sqn and Lt Johnny Hooker, ATR Lichfield
all merited acknowledgement for their persistence and skill in a
team that was now enjoying the high standards and competition.
In the 3rd and 4th play-off against the RAC, the now depleted
squad felt the strain of the 3 days and just enjoyed a very
pleasant and well mannered exhibition match resulting in a 2 defeat.

o

At the post match awards the Senior players voted Cpl PhillipsNoble for the 'Greatest Contribution Award', Sig Biggs for the
'Most Improved Player' and Lt Hooker for the ' Player of the
Tournament' .
VETERANS
Despite many service and family commitments, the Corps
Veterans managed to gather together a full squad. An
achievement in itself as previous years had seen the Veteran
squad down to a bare 11 or 12 players. An early start of 0830hrs
on Day 2 provided the first game against the 2006 winners, t he
REME. The opposition proved far too st rong for our make-shift
side and we eventually lost 4 - 0 before everyone had been
introduced !
Re-organisation of the team placed Cpl (Retd) Paul Collins and
Sig (Retd) Richard Beaney in midfield together for the next
match against the AGC. Both were previously Army U21 players
during the time that Brian Mower was the U21 Manager. This
move proved successful early on as the Veterans built up a 2 - O
lead with goals by Dick Beaney and W02 Jon Ainsworth,
BGSU. The score should have been 3 - O just before half time but
somehow the ball stayed out of the net after 2 goal line
clearances. The second half however was a different story when
the AGC finally found form , raised their game and eventually won
4-2.
With no final to play for and only pride, the Manager rested
experienced legs and allowed all the younger squad players
maximum time on the pitch. The final opposition, AMS, were out
played in the first half with goals from Dick Beaney, W02 Neal
Pollit, 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn and Sgt Paddy Briggs to lead
3 - 0. The AMS rallied slightly but an excellent top comer goal
by Sgt Steve Brown saw the Veterans finish the day 4 - O
winners. Special mention must go to an enthusiastic SSgt
Loddy Jones, 21 Sig Regt who suffered a bad cut to the
forehead in the first match. After 12 stitches to the wound and a
Rambo style bandage provided, he played again in the final
match with one rule remembered, not to tackle on the wrong
side! Finally, it was nice to have Maj (Retd) Jon Williams back in
goal after missing so many years. Next year we will be stronger,
we hope!

SENIORS
LADIES
Day 1 opened with an early start against the Inf, invariably the
annual Champions. With their Scottish International Maj Richard
Forsyth controlling the middle of the pitch, life proved too much
from the beginning and the end result was a thumping 4 - 0.
However these were the very best opposition and much could be
taken from the game. Certainly there was no lack of spirit and
skill. Next were the RLC who proved enthusiastic but not quite so
fit. A good 4 - 2 victory, with 3 goals from Sig Stuart Biggs, 3
Div HQ & Sig Regt and a further goal from Cpl Del Farr, 11 Sig
Regt. The 3rd match in the league was a 7 - O whitewash of the
AGC, an excellent game with some quality play. Goals on this
occasion came from Cpl Farr, Sig Biggs (3), Cpl Max PhillipsNoble (2) 216 Sig Sqn and Cpl John Edge, HQ SOinC(A).
Through to the semi-finals, the team faced the RE. Goals for them
on the 10th and 15th minutes seemed to predict doom. However,
on the 20th minute, the Corps was awarded a penalty that Cpl
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The Ladies Team, Captained by Capt Nie Berry, was drawn from
all corners of the Corps. The results of the season had been
more than satisfactory and the team felt righlty confident that
they had the ability to reach the finals, but the competition would
be fierce.
The first day saw matches against he RAMC and the RE. The
first match against the RAMC was a hard-fought contest,
resulting in a 2 - 2 draw. Despite the result, the team took solace
in their second-half performance - we started to gel as a team .
This was confirmed in the next match with a comfortable 4 - 2
victory over the Engineers. The second day began with a small
setback, after leading against the REME for most of the match,
they clawed back a 2 - 2 draw. This inauspicious result was not
ideal for the day's big match against the strong AGC team, who
were yet to lose a game. As our main rivals, the team was fired
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up and highly motivated, which quickly translated into 2 superb
goals, putting the AGC on the back foot. The team fought
doggedly to maintain the adv'3ntage and although the AGC
managed an eleventh-hour gcal, we held them off to secure a 2 1 victory. This hard-fought result buoyed the team as we looked
forward to the third day and 1m impending - must win clash with
the RLC.
The RLC - as true logisticians - were able to sustain a large
squad which gave them the enviable advantage of fresh legs.
Despite some excellent defence we conceded 3 goals and
were only able to penetrate their goal once. This defeat meant
the team did not progress to the finals and forced a play-off for
third place with the RAMC. Determined to finish in the top
three, we threw everything at the last match and
walked/hobbled away with a 1 - 0 victory.

senior Corps Umpire is Capt David Langmuir, listed above and
contactable on 94234 3368. He is Secretary of the AHUA and on
the look out for aspiring umpires. He is also in the business of
persuading lapsed Umpires to return to the fol~ an~ re-register. If
you want more information on cours~~ and reg.1stenng .contact
him. In short, any Unit without a qualified Umpire 1s doing
themselves and the AHA a disservice. He or she will give you the
necessary coaching from the Umpires perspective and make it
much easier for you to compete and organise internal events.

Mr Peter Cuckow
Tel: 01258 482090

Defender Capt Lorna Giddings, 22 Sig Regt was awarded
'Player of the Tournament' for her breaking tackles. Sig Kirsty
Pri ce, 22 Sig Regt was voted 'Most Improved Player' completely deserved , she didn't stop running! Centre-forward
Sgt Tracey Fairbairn, 11 Sig Regt selflessly took up the
unenviable mantle of goal keeper - and performed the task
with considerable agility and skill throughout the tournament.
She has also provided invaluable admin sp to the team
throughout the season and was presented the ' Greatest
Contribution' award.

The Mens Senior Team

The Veterans Team

Lost contact. Ever wanted to get in touch with an old friend from
the Corps? The RSA may be able to help. All Life Members are
welcome to use the "Lost contact" page on our website. If you
haven't yet seen it, check it out at:
WWw,army.mod .uk/royalsignals/rsa and click "Lost contacts".

UMPIRING
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E-mail addresses. I recently sent details of the above Veterans
badge to all members who had kindly provided me with their email address. Unfortunately 160 messages were "undelivered"
and I suspect that those members have changed their e-mail
address. If we have your current e-mail address, we can send
you snippets of useful information. It is therefore helpful if you
could inform us when you change your e-mail address.
Remembrance Day Parade at Whitehall. Assn HQ has a limited
amount of tickets for the parade at the Cenotaph, Whitehall on
Sunday 11 November 07. RSA members may bid for a ticket, but
this is only valid for those who wish to march with the Royal
Signals contingent. Those less able should be aware of the
lengthy wait on Horse Guards Parade and the 1.5 mile march
afterwards.

Salisbury Hockey Festival 24 -28 August 07.
R SIGNALS Indoor Tournament, Aldershot 25-27 Sep 07
(Probably a day).
RAF Akrotiri, Cyprus 7s Tournament 6/7 October 07.
Inter-Corps Indoor Tournament, Aldershot 17/18 October 07.

You can do as much arranging as you like but on the day you
need Umpires! There is a tendency once play has stopped to
wander off to pastures new; golf or sailing for instance. Teams
need umpires and it is a good vocation for those hanging up their
sticks or who are iust not reaching the standard of play they want
to, but who still want to participate at the highest level. Our most

Branch news. Ruby Price has stood down as Secretary of the
Glossop & District Signals OCA after many years in post. John
Alletson (Hon Treasurer) is now the contact and is on: 0161-430
4567. Mel Dawkins and Nina Hughes have been elected
(respectively) as Hon Chairman and Secretary of the York Branch.
Nina can be contacted on 01904-620125. Derek Wood, Hon
Sec Lincoln Branch, has moved and can be contacted at: 01522589 812.

UK Armed Forces Veterans lapel badge. Eligibility for the
veterans lapel badge has now been extended. Men and women
who enlisted in HM Armed Forces between 3/9/1945 and
31/12/1 984 may now apply for the badge. Apply online at:
www.veteransagency.mod.uk and click
"Medals/Badges/Emblems". Or call their helpline: 0800169 2277.
Those who enlisted after 31 / 12/ 1984 will become eligible for the
badge at a later date. Please do nQ1 send applications to Assn
HQ.

FUTURE EVENTS

The Ladies Team
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Reunion 2007. Despite frequent showers, the 2007 RSA
Reunion, held at Blandford over the weekend 30 June - 1 July
was considered a great success. Around 1,000 members and
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Welfare Secretary
Tel (miQ (9)4371 2089
Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Email: welfare@royalsignals.mod.uk
Membership Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090
Tel (civ) 01258 482090
Email: rsa@royalsignals.mod.uk

General Secretary and Treasurer: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
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Corps Memorial at the National Memorial Arboretum. An
article from Brig Nigel Wood, Chairman RSA, about the appeal
for the Corps memorial should be found elsewhere in this issue of
The Wire.

Our ladies fared just as well through the season with
representation for the Army by Capt Nie Berry, Cpl Ali
Sabist on, 30 Sig Regt, 2Lt Victoria Mascetti, 1 Armd Div HQ
& Sig Regt, and Sig Lisa Hughes, 10 Sig Regt. The first 3 also
played for CS. Well done also!

With an August publication , notification of what is coming up
for 07108 is useful. Any fixtures for August will have calling
notices out by now. Besides traditional matches against AMAS
and the DSFC at some stage, we hope to also enter the InterCorps league as well as the Indoor (17/18 October 07) and
Outdoor ( 22-24 April 08 approximately) Inter-Corps Festivals.
What else is planned (this will be subject to further changes as
plans develop!):
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RHQ Royal Signals
Blandford Camp
Blandford Forum
Dorset
DT11 8RH
www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals

Maj(Retd) Ian Greig
Tel: 01258 482082

REPRESENTATIVE ACHIEVEMENTS
Due to the better Service players commitments to National
Clubs, the Combined Service (CS) and AHA fixture list has
greatly reduced in recent years although playing at that level
remains competitive and a considerable achievement and
accolade. A number of key fixtures and tournaments remain,
including the Inter-Service Outdoor, County Championships
and the odd game against visiting National Service and CS
squads. After the Inter-Corps Tournament, Lt Johnny
Hooker, Cpl Dan Catterm ole, 11 Sig Regt and Sig Stuart
Biggs played for the Army in the County Championships in
May and also against the touring Indian Air Force. The first 2
were selected for CS against the Indian Army, while all 3 were
selected to tour with CS in Holland in early June. Well done!

Patron: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals
Chairman: Brig NF Wood

friends attended; many for the first time. Numerous friendships
were rekindled and many new friends made. Around 30
Falklands veterans enjoyed the reception by the SOinC(A) that
marked the 25th anniversary of the Falklands Campaign. The
only casualty of the inclement weather was the Corps Free Fall
Parachute Display Team, which was unable to drop due to the
low cloud base. The Corps Band, Corps Pipes and Drums,
branch standard bearers and White Helmets coped admirably
with the intermittent rain and produced high quality
performances. Our 90 year old Chelsea Pensioner, Wally Offord
(a former White Helmet himself) took the salute from the White
Helmets team.
Mr Bill Mc Namara of our Glasgow Branch won the standard
bearers competition . Other finalists were: John Mumford
(Reading), Christine Doe (Exmouth), Billy Howes (Norfolk), Fred
Bridges (Aldershot) and Brian Calladine (East Kent). Our
admiration goes to all standard bearers after getting soaked
during the final part of the Saturday Retreat ceremony and
coming out again early on Sunday morning for the drum head
service on the square. Over 400 members packed into the Sgts'
Mess on the Saturday evening to enjoy the hospitality of the
serving WOs and SNCOs. Our sincere thanks go to all members
of 11 Sig Regt and Blandford Garrison who provided the vital
support to our weekend.
Forthcoming events
13 December 2007 - Corps Carol Service at 1800 hrs, St
Stephen with St John, Westminster.
29 March 2008 - RSA AGM at the Victory Services Club.
28/29 June 2008 - RSA reunion at Blandford.
New Members. A warm welcome is extended to those recently
enrolled members:
Rank/name

Service

Branch/unit

Sig Jon Collyer
Sgt Joanna But ler
Sig Stephen Pratt
LCpl Tom Watson
LCpl Michael Gale
SSgt Paul Bartliff
SSgt Neil Perham
Sgt Mick Beeson
Cpl Sandy Ward
Sig John Way
Cpl Jeff Jones

2007-date
1994-date
2005-date
2002-date
1974-86
1983-05
1980-03
1983-06
1981 -94
1955-57
1977-92

Eastbourne
Eastbourne
Eastbourne
Bristol
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Cpl Stuart Haughan
Capt Neil Stewart
Cpl John Mansfield
Sgt Charles Houghton
Sgt Colin Mills
Cpl Mark Vaughan
Sig Frank Quirk
SSgt Mick Lynn
Cpl Pete Smith
LCpl Frank Underhill
Sgt Paul Thompson
W02 John Carr
SSgt Dave Doody
Maj Douglas Genders
Sgt Peter Eden
Cpl Allan Perrie
Cpl Chris Dexter
Sig Ron Beaman
LCpl Andrew Kelleher
Sig Leslie Cunningham
Sig Jack Cantrill
Sig Derek Blake
Sgt Michael Jackson
Cpl Graham Ford
LCpl Alf Partridge
Cpl John Eccles
LCpl Frank Woods
Sgt Brian Rolfe
W01 Martin Walsh
W01 Roger Scriven
LCpl Nigel Hinton
LCpl Peter Banks
Sig Paddy Lawley
Sig John Gray
W01 Don Mclennan
Sig Eric Scotson
W02 Gavin Escott
Sig George Davies
Sig Ray Butcher
Cpl Andy Beard
Sig Barry Woodcock
SSgt Alex Dack
SSgt Dave Arnot
SSgt Shaun Wilde
Cpl Bob Horsefield
Cpl Alex Vincent
LCpl Neil Thomas
Sgt Sean Hunter
Cpl Anthony Shorting
W02 Shane Tiffin
Cpl Alan Phillips
W01 Shaun Day
W02 Aubrey Hewson
Cpl Damian Green
Sig Lee Runciman
LCpl David Loftus
SSgt Ian Middlemiss
Sig Terry Murphy
LCpl Stephen Hickman
Cpl John Hunt
Cpl Craig Booles
Cpl Bernard Sanders
Sig Steve Bradford
Cpl Scott Morrison
Sgt Gavin Clark
Sgt Alan Whenlock
LCpl Les Bickerton
SSgt John Avery
W02 Ray Marsh
W01 John Thomasson
SSgt Paul Webster
Sgt Ian Darby
Sig Martin Flanagan
Sig Barrie Grace
LCpl Darrell Bennett
Cpl Mike Garbett
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1998-date
1972-84
1950-52 Chesterfield
1944-48 Southport
1958-70
1981-95
1969-73
1987-date 31 Sig RegtM
1970-83
1957-59
1973-83
1953-78 Beverley Ex Boys Assn
1981 -03
1961 -79
1989-01
1982-94
1983-96
1951 -53
1983-93
1956-59
1944-48
1945-48
1980-03
1971-81
1971-79
1978-89
1982-96
1961-79
1983-05
1959-83
1983-95
1978-90
2002-07
1949-55
1962-07
1949-61
1963-84
1974-79
1949-50
1980-92
1964-67
1988-date CCU BFPO 53
1963-07 Birmingham
1980-96
1971-91 Preston/ Blackburn
1992-06
1975-85
1997-06
1953-78
1973-97
1961-67
1981-03
1981-07
1998-05
1984-98
2002-07 244 Sig Sqn
1983-07
1979-80
1974-86
1974-85
1977-91
1942-45
1979-85
1985-94
1978-94
1960-78
1951 -53
1977-93
1959-79
1961 -86
1985-00
1946-48 Peterborough
1979-86
1964-71
1990-96
1982-94

Cpl Dean Bell
Sig Michael Hearne
Sig Kevin O'Connor
LCpl Andy Bain
SSgt Steve Crawford
LCpl Kerry Thomas
Cpl Aaron Russell
Col Geoff Cary
Sig Nadia Mitchell (Sebti)
Sgt Ivor Moore
Sig Cyril Williams
Sgt Roy Hanbidge
Cpl David Tooke
Cpl Geordie Ryder
Sig Mick Cox
Sig Phil Mainka
Sig Matt Gray
LCpl John Clarke
SSgt Bob Hamilt on

All were alert for the address of the Master, who spoke in an
Inspiring way of the high esteem in which the Corps is held by

1999-date
1959-60
1968-80
1972-78
1978-02
1972-79
2001 -date 11 Sig Regt
1974-date
1992-98
1982-date
1955-57
1983-06
1980-86
1985-97
1962-69
1997-04
1948-50
1978-00
1961-83

Blanche Foreman wrote the following article:
Some 24 of us went to London to visit the Royal Hospital
Chelsea - and I suspect a few were doing a recce for future
reference! We discovered that there is more, much more, to the
place than just a home for old and older soldiers. It is a whole
lifestyle which is open, under strict circumstances, to men who
need and want it from the age of 65. You will all be thinking that
65 is no age to be thinking of retiring to a "home"; how wrong
could you be. This is a place of care and dignity, open to men
who have served us well and I was astonished at the facilities
and the sheer size of it. Appropriate care under all
circumstances. Waitress service and choice at meals; none of
your take or leave it stuff. Awakened 'gently' each morning by a
discreet knock on your private room door. And so on. But I was
forgetting that you had all this beautiful attention when you were
soldiers.
The Spring Lunch at the Camberley Heath Golf Club

commanders and staffs on current operations. He also praised
the past and present achievements of members of the
Association.
Dewi Treharne in memory of Dai Rees,
Brian Overland and Laurie Storey
Elizabeth Butler in memory of her father
Mr AE Roberts.
Mr R Waldron
Mr JA Warry
Mr FP Hopkins
Noel Egerton
Gerta Cito Lodge
Anon
Alan Boot
Wilf Scurr
Maj (Retd) Ken Hadfield in memory of
Jim Crow
Maj (Retd) JD Heard in memory of
W01 HJ Crow
Catterick Branch RSA in memory of
Maj Freddie Stewart
Lt Col (Retd) J Phillips in memory of
Maj Freddie Stewart
Maj (Retd) W Barnes in memory of
Maj Freddie Stewart
19 Sig Regt Assn in memory of
Lt Col Gordon Hencher MBE
19 Sig Regt Assn in memory of
Lt Col John Larner
Mrs BL Starr
George Pagan
Yvonne Local in memory of her father
William C Smith, a former DR.

A very successfu l raffle, organised by Mary Pagan, raised over
£150 which was donated to the newly instituted Arboretum Fund.

£50.00
£310.00
£10.00
£100.00
£10.00
£10.00
£20.00
£15.00
£100.00
£16.00

In May, the spotlight moved on to the Garrison WOs' and Sgts'
Mess in Aldershot for our Thirteenth Annual Quiz Night. We are
grateful to the GSM for allowing this to be an all ranks event. This
year it attracted teams from 251 and 261 Sig Sqns, together with
teams from Aldershot, Reading, West London and Winchest er
branches, as well the WRAC Association - the Lionesses.
Top honours went to the Repeaters from Winchester Branch, in
their first appearance at the quiz. Congratulations to them and to
those they just pipped: the Reading Royals and the Westerners
from West London. Our commiserations go to The Gods from 261
Sqn who managed to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory in a
tie-breaker with the Old 'n Bold from the LAD. It was not only the
teams that were stretched by the tie-breaker - Neville Lyons the
popular quiz master was on the verge of runn ing out of questions.

£1 0.00.
£25.00
£25.00
£10.00

By common acclaim, an enjoyable evening that brought together
serving and reti red members of the Corps and helped the latter to
keep their little grey cells turning over.

£5.00
£20.00
£20.00
£100.00
£25.00

BRIGHTON BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

£30.00

ALDERSHOT BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Noel Moss
Mary Pagan

The two months, April and May, saw two significant events for the
branch. In April we held our traditional Spring Lunch coupled with
the AGM and were honoured to have the company of the Master
of Signals and Lady Cowan.
The event took place in the congenial surroundings of the
Camberley Heath Golf Club with 50 members, associates and
friends sitting down to a delicious meal. Most remained awa~e for
the short AGM which followed at which essential branch business
was transacted. Tom Lynch was kind enough at the end to
propose a generous vote of thanks to the committee.
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A trip was arranged In April to the National Army Museum and
the Chelsea Royal Hospital.

.l

Tony Allibone
Phil West

Since our last report, the Branch held the usual Christmas Lunch
at the Courtlands Hotel, Hove. This was well attended and
thoroughly enjoyed by all as a start to our Christmas festivities.
In February there was an evening social meeting at the Brighton
TAC when a fish and chip supper was organised to keep out the
winter chill. This is always a popular event, perhaps because it
provides members with the opportunity to avoid diet regimes in
force in their own homes
The annual AGM took place in March, attended by some 35
members and our President, Brig Colin Brown and his wife
Heather. It was a great pleasure also to welcome the SE Area
representative of RSA to this meeting . The Branch is very well
served by the Committee and there were very few changes to its
membership. After the formal business was completed, a buffet
lunch was provided giving the opportunity to look at
Photographs and other items on display. It was proposed that
next year the AGM should be followed by a served lunch.

We followed this with an interesting look at the National Army
Museum. Here was a well-presented collection of memorabilia
and displays, including the famous model of the Battle of
Waterloo. I think it is fair to say one afternoon did not do justice
to this place. I was pretty tired after seeing levels 1, 2 and 3 and
I never got to 4. Add to this day a reasonable lunch and an
excellent coach driver and we can truly say thank you to the
organizers. Thank you for a job well done.
Our thanks to Blanche for her report.
There was another social evening in May at the TAC, when our
local historian Trevor Povey gave an illustrated talk on the
railways of the Dyke which is a famous landscape feature behind
Brighton, with gradients so steep that it is difficult to imagine
how the engineering feats of Victorian times were achieved .
The Branch continues with a stable membership and an
excellent Committee, who have provided a fu ll programme for
the remainder of the year. Our President and his wife continue to
show deep interest and attend all the key events, despite other
calls on their time, travelling a distance to events.
We received this message from our Branch Bard , Ken Brown:
From a letter I found recently - to "Dear Mum", dated 17
November 1942 sent from "No.4 (Reception) Company, 2nd
Holding Battalion, R.C.Signals, Prestatyn, North Wales", (which
was in a Golf Club on the shore, 25 yards from the sea!)
Most of the letter was personal stuff from a young soldier to his
mother, but there was a little about "the cost of living!" It went
.... .. "I'm to be a Morse Operator - the training takes 5 months,
but we get leave after 9 weeks; if we pass our trade tests, we
get another 3 pence (1 .5p) extra a day, and another 9 pence (4p)
a day after another 12 weeks, making 7 shillings (30p) a week in
all after our training is fi nished ........ ... "
So a week's basic pay of 3 shillings a day - 21 shillings, plus the
trade pay of 7 shillings, less a Voluntary Allotment of 9d a day to
my mother, gave me one pound two shillings and nine pence a
week to spend! Well, egg and chips or sausage and chips cost
8d (about 4p) in the NAAFI, a cup of char was a penny,
Woodbines were 10 for 2d, a seat in the cinema was a shilling
(Sp) - I think a half pint of beer was 3d!
The 2nd Signals Training Centre was situated in a former Holiday
Camp and the embryo Operators Wireless and Line were lucky
to be quartered in chalets, 2 or 3 to each, Most of the training
was in Nissen Huts, and oh, nostalgia! Some of the equipment
was made by Creeds, and the fuse boxes by Allen West
(Brighton). All in all it wasn't bad; the course was interesting,
and I enjoyed the wireless 'schemes' all around the Welsh hills.
Was it really 65 years ago?
14293191 , Sigmn K H Brown

THE WIRE, AUGUST 2007
345

EAST LONDON BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Maj (RtcJ) Paul Burton
Alan Turner

We held our branch AGM on 24 April and it was attended by 4?
of our members. Our Chairman, Paul Burton was away following
the England cricket team in Barbados, on the grounds that
somebody needed to support them. However h.e had p:epared a
report before he left and this was delivered by Vice Cha1rm~n ,
Barry Greenwood. The rest of the committee all gave their
reports on the past year after which we had a ~roup photograph
taken by our member Tom Mullis, who stood. 1n at the last
moment for Brian Streetly who has been a bit poorly lately,
although we are glad to hear he is now on the mend. The.
evening concluded with an excellent buffet supper, for which our
thanks go to Shirley Anderson of 36 Sig Regt.
We get asked quite frequently to attend funerals of deceased
Royal Signals members by families and we always ma~age t~ get
a few our members to attend along with our Standard if required.
We heard in very roundabout way of an ex-Royal Signals soldier
named Vince McGarry, who had died in January but 3 mont~s
later, his body was still lying unclaimed in a local. hospital. This
was first brought to our attention by Spencer Wiison, who had
known Vince McGarry, both in the Royal Signals and after he left
the service. Spencer then contacted Brian Streetly and
between them they managed to fi nd his service details and few
other facts. Vi'nce had been an orphan at a Barnardo's home, he
joined the Royal Signals in 1965, served 22 years ~s a TE Tech
and finished as a Sgt and going on to work for vanous Telecom
companies. He had never married and there were no known
relatives. We are glad to say that a funeral service was arran~ed
for 26 April, with about 40 people attending which include:t his
ex-work colleagues and at least 12 of our members including
Standard Bearer, Rob Oyball.

I

colder. Arriving at the National Memorial Arboretum just in time
for the rehearsal - we thought it was the real thing. Then followed
the usual 'get off the bus' - 'get on the bus' for a few minutes,
until we discovered a programme.

Two of the veterans on parade were captured at Dunkirk and
were thereafter marched to Poland where they were forced to
work in the salt mines.
A service of remembrance was held within the St James church
in Balloch and refreshments were provided afterwards and a
presentation was made to the ~eterans . The Branch was thanked
for its continued involvement with the parade.

Lt Col Pat Soward, Historical Officer, AFSA gave the Address
and enlightened us on the history of Colours and Standards,
along with a brief resume of the history of Air Formation Signals.

HUDDERSFIELD BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Mr Donald Tippen
Mr Geoff Scott

Mrs Pam Morgan, Almoner of the AFSA turned a page in the
Association's Book of Remembrance and she also read the poem
"A Soldier died today". It was well received and proved to be a
very moving and emotive moment which resulted in a
spontaneous round of applause.

we have again had a good year and have gained two new
members. The attendance at our monthly meetings has been
rising and our functions well attended .
There was a good turn out for our annual trip to 'The Army in
York' Open Day. Our Branch Standard was paraded at the
Service of Remembrance held at the Barbican Centre in York and
then locally on Remembrance Sunday.

Members of the Branch attended at Balloch to take part in a
parade, in honour of the Dunkirk Veterans. This has been an
annual event for the past 21 years. All cadet groups from the
three services were involved as were civic dignitaries. Five
surviving Dunkirk Veterans took part in the parad ~ which might be
the last one at which they are able to take part, given the age of
the persons involved.

Most of the congregation then retired to the Visitors Centre for a
buffet lunch. As we, the Liverpool Branch Dedicated 5, had our
own provisions and were not staying overnight, we reluctantly
declined an offer from Lt Col Soward to join the gathering for the
buffet lunch and spent the rest of the time touring the gardens.
We had a most impressive tour of the Burma Star Memorial
Garden with our very own Burma Star Veteran, Aussie Graves.

Mr Geoff Scott, Brig Wood, Mrs Wendy Wood and Mr Donald
Tippen. The Brig holds a gift from the Branch

It has to be said that although the weather was becoming worse
by the minute, we had a most enjoyable "Grand Day Out". Our
thanks go to the Members of the AFSA, Rev McManus and not
forgetting the Staff and Guides of the National Memorial
Arboretum.
"JIMMY" QUIZ - 9th JUNE 2007

Three members received the RSA WW2 veterans badge and
these were presented by our Branch Chairman, Mr Donald
Trippen . They were Mr Jim Dearden, Mr Alec Dunn and Mr
Ron Hannah.
On a sad note we lost Mr John Hirst who passed away on the
2nd of March.

LIVERPOOL BRANCH
A "GRAND DAY OUT" AT THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL
ARBORETUM.
A dedicated 5: Aussie Graves, Frank Conlan, Colin Svenson,
Bobby Taylor and Steve Brisk set out from the hustle and bus11 e
of Liverpool on Saturday 12 May 2007 in a leisurely two vehicle
convoy. At the wheels were Steve Brisk and Bobby Taylor. We
were headed south to join the Air Formation Signals Association
(AFSA) for the Blessing and Dedication of their Standard and the
planting and blessing of a tree dedicated to the memory of those
who served in the Air Support Signal Units.
The Dunkirk Veterans joined by Bill Taylor, who has only missed
this parade once since it began. Bill is second from right

The Last Post and Reveille was perfectly and aptly sounded by a
member of the Royal Marines Association. The Standard Bearers
were smartly turned out and they performed admirably in a
somewhat confined area.
The entire congregation was then led by a lone piper of 248
(Gurkha) Sig Sqn, 22 Sig Regt to the AFSA crescent, where a tree
was formally planted by Maj Ian Blower, QC 244 Sig Sqn and
Maj (Ret d) Bernard Strange, late QC 638 Sig Tp Air Formation.
During the blessing by Rev McManus, the wind had picked up
somewhat and a few muscles of the Standard Bearers became
noticeably strained .

Our guests at the annual dinner were ~rig Nigel Wood
accompanied by his wife, Wendy. This was well attended.

GLASGOW BRANCH

A cabaret evening was held within 32 Sig Regt at Jardine Street
in Glasgow. The evening was very well attended and the
entertainment was excellent. Members and visitors thoroughly
enjoyed the evening.

The Service was led by Rev Jim McManus, Chaplain to the
AFSA. We were encouraged to have a practice of a few lines of
the hymn "Brother, Sister, let me serve you" . We were all of
sound voice and sang along merrily. Not quite as loud or the
same as the "Kop", as Bobby Taylor would vouch for.

There was a short pit stop at the Stafford services for a spot of
Earl Grey or a cup of instant with buns kindly provided by Frank
Conlan. We noted the weather was becoming blustery and

A quiz night was arranged by the members of the Liverpool
Branch Entertainments sub-committee, Bobby Taylor and Colin
Svenson. The venue was the Sgts' Club 59 Sig Sqn, 33 Sig Regt,
Aintree Barracks.
The arrival of the bar staff was all the more welcoming because
the weather; for once, was sunny and hot with a little cool breeze
now and again. This had without doubt, whetted our appetite for
long, cool refreshing drinks. Not all the downed drinks were
alcohol based.
Bobby Taylor had put his mind to work to compile a list of 50
questions that were both taxing and entertaining for all parties.
One or two of the guests were even seen to be looking up at the
ceiling for a prompt or they might that have been looking up to a
higher level for a little flash of inspiration.
After the first 25 questions it was time for the eagerly awaited
intermission, and a chance to replenish our brain cells with the
exceptional chicken or beef curries, which were accompanied by
a mouth watering cold finger buffet. Well done the Chefs and
apprentice Chefs Ann and Lin. Some guests where even spotted
getting seconds. They must have needed a lot more brain
replenishment.
At one point during the second phase, on a subject not readily

known by the guests: "Who lived in Number 1 London?" Steve
Brisk was heard to ask if he could phone a friend. However the
friend failed to deliver on time. Another vexing question was
readily and correctly answered by the youngest guest at only 22,
Mike Reader correctly answered a question about Thomas the
Tank Engine. Is this a sign of a misspent youth?
All Branch members, their guests and members of the Sgts' Club
had a truly educational and entertaining evening. A new buzz
word springs to mind "Edutainment". During the course of the
quiz and subsequent raffle, we raised £170 in aid of our "Jimmy"
for the National Memorial Arboretum.
Our thanks must go to all who contributed their help and support
in making the Quiz Night a truly enjoyable event. A special thank
you must go to Capt Geoff Downey for allowing us the use of
the Barracks; the two Chefs and SSgt Mossman and last but by
no means least SSM Brian Gillbanks.
Yet another good time was had by all.
A DAY TO REMEMBER
My name is Robert Austin Graves, better known to my friends
as Aussie. I am the Chairman of the Liverpool Branch of the
Burma Star Association and an active member of the Royal
Signals Association. Before I embark on my story I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all our members for their continuing
support and to congratulate all those who have served before us
for a job well done!
The Liverpool Branch of the Burma Star Association was formed
back in March 1952 in a pub in Lime Street, Liverpool. Little did I
know but some 54 years later in yet another pub in Liverpool, my
lifelong dream and wish was about to begin its journey of life.
For many, many years there have been gardens at the back of the
famous St George's Hall in Liverpool city centre known as St
John's Gardens after the church which once occupied the site.
These gardens have many different memorial plaques and stones
commemorating various people, regiments and battles.
Unfortunately there was never one remembering all the people
who fought bravely and gave there lives during the Burma War.
had always longed for there to be some sort of memorial to
remember the soldiers who had given their all and to remind and
teach the children of tomorrow what their forefathers had gone
through before them.
One early evening in April 2006, I was enjoying a couple of beers
(as is traditional of course) in my local wateri ng hole with a couple
of friends. This young lady approached me and asked if I was the
gentleman who used to have a little dog called Bonnie. Amazed ,
I replied yes and begging forgiveness, asked how she knew me.
To my astonishment it was the same young lady, who some 20
years earlier and still at school at the time, had served me with
my Sunday papers every week for quite some years. From that
moment on an old friendship was rekindled and new friends
gained.
A couple of weeks later I was enjoying a few drinks with my
"paper lady" - Ann and her partner Dave, catching up and
reminiscing on times gone by. I had been to one of our Burma
Star meetings the previous evening and was telling them about
the Association, and our work. I also happened to mention that it
had been a dream of mine and several other members to have a
memorial stone placed in St John's Gardens, commemorating
The Burma War. Quite a few of our members had tried on
previous occasions to accomplish this but unfortunately to no
avail. Little did I know that that friendly chat was to be the
beginning of something that I never could have imagined or
believed possible.
A couple of weeks passed by before I saw Ann and Dave again
but it was a meeting I will never forget. Ann informed me that
after our last chat she had made some enquiries - I later found
out rather a lot of them to be exact, but she had been in touch

...
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with Liverpool City Council and they had agreed to look into the
possibility of a memorial stone being placed in the gardens.
The coming weeks and months felt like a lifetime; it se7med eve'.'
time J saw Ann and Dave there ,'11,' \S still no news - I think you will
all agree with me, when you want something so badly the waiting
is all the more unbearable! Then out of the blue one September
morning, I received a telephone call from Ann sayir g that the
council had agreed tor us to have a plaque placed in the gardens
and they had also put us in touch with a stonemason who had
made several other stones already there. Ann neglected to tell me
though that the initial costing had been put at approximately .
£2500 - she didn't want to spoil my excitement. Several emails
and a week later Ann then gave me the most amazing news ever,
the stonemason had agreed to do the stone at no cost to
ourselves, and because of this the council had also agreed there
would be no charge on their behalf either! I was totally
astounded by this and had a smile as wide as the Mersey!

One of the proudest days of my life ca~e on Friday 10 November
2006 at 1130hrs in St John's Gardens Liverpool. In the presence
of all those members who were able to attend , th~ Lord Mayor of
Liverpool proudly unveiled our Burma Star memorial stone. We
finally had our own space within the garden where we a.s soldiers
could go and gather our thoughts, commen:iorate our friends and
comrades and families could remember their loved ones.

The highlight of the many events celebrating the 40th anniversary
of 40 (U) Sig Regt M was the visit on 16 May of our patron, HRH
The Princess Royal. The Branch was invited to provide 12
members and these fortunate few were duly presented to HRH
during her tour. No doubt this experience will be a topic
discussed in many dining rooms for years to come!
The May meeting of the Branch had to be postponed for 2 weeks
because it coincided with the above visit. Security demanded that
belated notice to members of the date change had to be handled
discretely. Undoubtedly this left some puzzled people wondering
what had happened to postpone the much-heralded talk by Capt
Derek Irvine of 40 Sig Regt entitled : "Hearts and Minds in
Basra". Capt Irvine's talk proved very successful at the later
Lord Mayor Councillor Joan Lang and Aussie Graves

A couple of weeks later our then secretary, Mr Mike Hickman
donated a Burma Star rose bush which the council kindly planted
for us behind the stone.

Our Burma Star Stone

Ann and I made a couple of visits to the stonemasons where we
sat down with Dave Hollywood - the owner, and we came up
with a design which we thought very fitting. We also met with a
couple of gentlemen from the council to agree on a setting for the
stone within the gardens. I believe we could not have got a
better setting if we had tried - it was perfect.
It is at this point I would like to say a very special thank you to
Dave Hollywood of Manor Monumentals in Walton for his deep
generosity and to Derek Dottie and Dale Willis of Liverpool City
Council for all their help in making this possible.
In the beginning, I have to admit I was dubious of this ever
coming to fruition but as time passed and Ann kept giving me
good news, I began to believe that this really was possible. 1.
have learned since that if I open my mouth m front of Ann, things
will happen in a big way - this lady knows no bounds!
Unbeknown to me, Ann had also been in touch with the Lord
Mayor's Office and arranged for the Lord Mayor of Liverpool to
unveil our stone for us.

It goes without saying that the kindn~ss of Da~e. Hollywood at
Manor Monumentals and Liverpool City Council 1s most greatly
appreciated but without the ingenuity and tireless work of Ann
Lloyd none of this would ever have been possible. I could never
have imagined that a lifelong dream could actually come true!
The Kohima Epitaph reads:
" When You Go Home,
Tell Them Of Us And Say,
For Their Tomorrow,
We Gave Our Today ."

These words could not be more true. In Ann, we have a lady who
is some 50 years my junior. She listened with genuine interest to
all my stories; acknowledged what we sacrificed for everyone's
freedom today and set about ensuring our legacy remained
forever. I know that I and every other member of the Burma Star
Association would like to say a very heartfelt thank you to Ann for
all her hard work and dedication.
Each and every member of the Liverpool Branch of the Burma
Star Association can now rest in the knowledge that although we
may have served in the " Forgotten War" - we shall never be far
from people's hearts and thoughts and most certainly never
forgotten in Liverpool.

NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH
Chairman
Hon Sec

MrJim Reilly
Capt Ian Wolfe

We regret to announce the death of Ernest E Mansell. Ernie
was a long time Branch member and wartime soldier. At the
service In Salntfleld, we were glad to provide our Branch
standard, carried by Billy Dixon while the few Members able to
attend provided an escort. We were also able to arrange for a
piper (an ex-Irish Guards piper and an old friend of Ernie's) to
play at the burial.
Our stone in its place within St John 's Gardens with the
Standard bearers, Mr Frank Conlon and Mr Colin Svenson of the
Uverpool RSA
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members of the armed forces . Albert has spent years adding
stones in this Memorial Garden, initially for soldiers killed in
Northern Ireland but later extended to the other services and
including the RUC and Prison Service. Later he included other
conflict areas such as the Falklands, Iraq and Afghanistan . There
are now over 3000 names commemorated in this 1Y2 acre site.
Albert Owens' website is:
www.palacebarracksmemorlalgardens,org

The talk entitled "The Memorial Garden at Palace Barracks" by
Albert Owens MBE on 18 April at Clonaver Park TA Centre gave
us a detailed insight into an astonishing story of the work and
dedication of this man in getting memorials erected to fallen
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date of 30 May in front of a good turnout. We all learned a lot
about the situation in Iraq, the reparation side, not the fighting .
Some members managed to get a day out in Ballykinler where
Carole Cameron, our Assistant Branch Secretary and temporary
Welfare Member, had arranged some outdoor activities on the
ranges along with the Regtl Parachute Association. Despite the
predicted cold, wet weather, normal for this location, everyone
present, including Jim Weir and John Lucas enjoyed a good day
out, without any injuries.
Our Branch Archivist and newly-appointed Welfare Officer Edgar
McCall was taken sick suddenly on 1 Apri l and after being taken
into hospital, his heart stopped for a few moments. The ex-MT
Cpl, whose tenacity was always evident, proved it again when he
got home after 9 weeks and insisted the Royal photographs be
returned to him for his archives. We all join in wishing Edgar a
speedy recovery; we want to see the photos!

READING BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Mrs Pauline Tennant
Lt Col (Retd) Hugh Nealon

Following on from the Branch AGM, which was reported in the
last edition of The Wire, we have sent representatives to a
number of Association events. At the end of March we were
represented at the Association AGM, and the deliberations at that
meeting, have been, or will be reported, elsewhere. Much time
was spent on discussing the Corps representation at the National
Memorial Arboretum, with many and varied contributions from the
floor. Now that the Chairman's paper on the subject has been
received, the Branch is busy formulating its own plans on how
our contribution is to be raised.
April saw a fairly well attended informal pub lunch, at a local
hostelry. Shortly afterwards several of our members travelled
south to join Southampton Branch at their excellent Annual
Lunch. Aldershot was our next outing, when 6 of branch
members joined the annual bun fight, and quiz, in the Garrison
Sgts' Mess, organised by Aldershot Branch. Over the last few
years we have not been amongst the winners, but this year
honour was restored. Our first team,"The Royals" brilliantly
captained by our venerable chairman, Pauline, secured second
place after a tiebreak. The remainder of our representatives
joined forces with 2 members from West London Branch, to form
a scratch team under the banner of West Reading, and although
they didn't make it to the winners podium, were not disgraced.
Our thanks to Aldershot for organising a splendid evening, and
excellent catering.
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As these notes are written, June is proving to be a busy month,
with a Branch BBQ on the 16th, an informal dinner on the 28th
and the Blandford Reunion on the 30th. Our standard bearer is in
training for the competition, and we are looking forward to
reporting his name on the silverware again this year.

WEST LONDON BRANCH
Following the most enjoyable talk he gave last year, Maj Paul
Whittle visited the Branch again this April to regale his audience
with another of his trips on railways of the world. This was an
excellent, well illustrated presentation of his travel on an Asian
railway to Mandalay.
Paul Whittle's experience of rail travel has kept us well
entertained and we hope that his excursions will continue, so that
we can share his pleasure.
We were delighted to attain second place in the Aldershot Branch
Annual Quiz, which has become a fixture on our calendar in the
past few years. Six of our members attended and the successful
team comprised Pat Miller, Diane Murphy and Alan and Jackie
Garnett. Two of our Committee stalwarts, Dusty Miller and Ed
Murphy made up another team with 2 Reading Branch members.
They came fourth, so did not qualify for largesse but a measure of
mystery surrounds the whereabouts of the bottle awarded the
winners. We know it left Aldershot, and it certainly did not divert
to Reading, so it must be somewhere in London - but who
cares? It's not the winning (or the drinking) but the taking part
that counts!

AIR FORMATION SIGNALS
ASSOCIATION
Vice President:
Chairman:

Mr Gerald Evans
Dr David Vickers

On Friday 11 May, members of the Air Formation Signals
Association and their guests from the Southport & District Branch
of the RSA started to converge on the Regency Hotel, Solihull, for
their annual reunion. After the meeting and greeting and a relaxed
evening meal, Dennis Egan showed a tape of the 'Battlefield
Tour' undertaken by him and other members of the Association in
September 2005.
The following day members travelled to the National Memorial
Arboretum at Alrewas where they were joined by members of the
Birmingham, Coventry, Derby, Liverpool and South Stafford
Branches of the RSA, 19 Sig Regt Association and serving
members of 21 and 22 Sig Regts. There, the Association's newly
acquired standard was dedicated and a tree dedicated to all who
served in Air Sp Sig Units was blessed.
The service was conducted by Rev Jim McManus, chaplain to
the Association and the standard was presented for dedication by
Mr Chris Collier, the Association Standard Bearer. The standards
of the Birmingham, Coventry, Derby, Liverpool, Sou•h Stafford
and Southport RSA Branches were paraded in support.
Mrs Pam Morgan, Association Almoner, turned a page in the
book of remembrance and read the poem 'A Soldier died Today'
which attracted a round of spontaneous applause from the
congregation. Mr Gerald Evans read the lesson and Lt Col Pat
Soward spoke of the history of Standards and the background of
Air Support Signals, 638 Sig Tp and the Red Hand of McNeill.
Following the service, Sig Tilak Bahadur Thapa, a piper from 22
Sig Regt, led the standard bearers and congregation from the
chapel. Rev McManus blessed a tree, the tenth in the Air
Formation Signals Crescent, which then ceremonially 'planted' by
Maj Ian Blower, OC 244 Sig Sqn, Maj Bernard Strange, late OC
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638 Sig Tp and W02 Simon Uthgow , SSM 244 Sig Sqn. The
tree has a plaque bearing the f<ed Hand of McNeil! and the
inscription:
Dedicated to all who served in
Close Support Bomber Controls,
Air Support Signal Units,
638 Signal Troop (Air Formation)
and
244 Signal Squadron (Air Support)

The Rev Jim McManus dedicates the new tree

The piper played a lament to signal a two minute silence after
which members of the congregation made their way back to the
visitor centre, where a buffet lunch awaited them.
The weather, though overcast, remained dry for the ceremony.
During lunchtime conversation, several of our guests remarked
that the ceremony had been 'a credit to the corps' and the
prospect of a Corps memorial at the arboretum was another topic
of animated discussion.
It was Chris Collier's first outing as standard bearer and having
studied the drill book and practised the movements, he attracted
praise from the other standard bearers. He plans to parade the
standard at Blandford over the coming RSA Reunion Weekend
and the possibility of parading it at Colerne on Remembrance
Day was suggested and discussed.
Members of the Association and their guests travelled back to
their hotel by coach with a stop at Lichfield to enable the ladies
to partake of the mandatory 'Retail Therapy' .
Following the AGM , members enjoyed their annual dinner finally
escaping to bed at midnight. Jimmy Johnson, standard bearer
for the Southport Branch, responded with panache to the
Chairman's invitation to propose the Loyal Toast whilst Maureen
Soward and Joyce Horne did an excellent job selling raffle
tickets and auctioning a 'Corps' cushion and a bottle of 21 Sig
Regt's finest port to raise a goodly sum to offset the expenses of
the day.

The standards of Birmingham, Coventry, Derby, Liverpool, South
Stafford and Southport RSA Branches at the ceremony
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260 SIGNAL SQUADRON
ASSOCIATION (SAM)
President
Chairman

Stan Howard
John Seymour

It is with great regret that we lost two of our members. John
Taylor died on the 11 May 2007 and Andy Longhurst died on 27
May 2007 They will be sorely missed by members of the Sqn and
all who served with him in the Corps.
260 Sig Sqn Association has just celebrated its 10th year this
April in Dortmund, Germany, where the Sqn served for 6 years
communicating for 36 Heavy Air Defence Regt RA. This year is
also the 30th anniversary of the disbandment of the Sqn. Who
would have believed that 10 years ago, 4 members of the Sqn,
myself, Roy Andrews, Gordie Stott and Jock Thompsom met
at the Royal Signals Association weekend and suggested that we
try and form an Association of our own. In that 10 years we have
come together in leaps and bounds, from our first meeting in
Lutterworth with 60 or so people accepting the invitation to join
us for a weekend. Roy Andrews took on the roll of Secretary
and Pat his wife took on the Treasurer's post. Tony Morgan was
asked to be our first President and he accepted along with 5
other members who were asked to do committee work. So off we
all went after that weekend saying we shall be back the next year.
THE SQUADRON ASSOCIATION BEGAN
A lot of us travelled far and wide to meetings for the next 10
years. A very good web site set up and run by our webmaster
Archie Cairns at www.260sigsgnsam.abelgratis.com.uk has
brought some surprising results. We have members who live all
over Europe as well as the Caribbean . With the aid of today's
technology, John McBain has put in the longest milestones,
coming from Australia and Sam Sahot a, the most frequent flyer
coming from Cyprus each year. Most of the members who came
this year flew from UK to Germany on the Friday and by the
evening had done a section attack on the nearest cafe for a good
old bratty and chips, and the odd "small glass of beer" or two.
Then the short march back to the hotel to join other members in
the Keller bar for the quiet evening tipple, which some people
made to last till the early hours of Saturday morning. Saturday
was the obligatory walk to city centre or the Westfalen Park to
shake out the cobwebs from the night before. That night, before
we started the evening's festivities, we held our AGM to discuss
last year's events and to update members on the proposed
forthcoming activities for the next year. One of which was the
venue for the next meeting and it was decided to head for the
Highlands of Scotland and invade a nice little place called
Bannockburn on the weekend of the 18/20 April 2008. So if you
are in the area look us up - we'd be glad to see you.

Before the evening meal, we made our way to the hotel courtyard
and had a group photo taken by John McBain, then into the
dining room for an excellent meal prepared and served by
members of the hotel staff. After the Loyal Toast and a toast to
absent friends, as if by magic, someone found a piano lurking in
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a dark corner and low and behold this was pushed to centre
room and Goldie Peters was asked to tickle a few ivories so
could all have a good old sing song. After this most people
headed for the Keller Bar to carry on with their own swan songs
way past the time when Cinderella went to bed. Sunday was
spent saying good byes to a few while the rest of the group
whiled away the time till it was to fly home and back to reality on
the Monday morning. An excellent weekend was had by all and
helped along by some brilliant weather.

Dowdall - SSgt PM Dodall 1964/80
Emily - W02 RWF Emily BEM
1940/66
Farmer - ? PR Farmer
1952/55
Figg- WB Figg
1939/46
Firth- Capt EW Firth

1944/69

Ford - Maj EJ Ford

1939/77

Forrest - W01 W Forrest

Andy was with us for this great weekend in Dortmund so left this
life having met up with a host of his comrades.

BEVERLEY EX-BOYS
ASSOCIATION
Chairman
Branch Secretary

Mick Teague
Tony Hull

Our 9th Annual Reunion will be held over the weekend of 5/6
October 2007 at the Ramada Jarvis Hotel, Willerby, Hull. The
Dinner will be on Saturday 6th October in the Ballroom. This hotel
is only approximately 6 miles from Beverley, so those attending
will be able to look up their old haunts. For further information
contact Tony Hull on 01202770261 .
We would like to welcome new member John Carr, 22776194,
who joined 6 (Boys) Training Regiment in 1953 and went on to
serve with the Corps until 1978.

Name and Rank
Served Years
Anderson - Maj E Anderson
????

Died

?????

Anslow - Cpl C Anslow

1965/80

17/04/07

Baker - Sig KJ Baker

1954/56

?/03/07

Band - Sgt BSN Band

1939/54

Barbe - Cpl LW Barbe

1939/45

22104107
17102107

Barnett - Sig S Barnett

????

11/03/07

Barr - Sig CGW Bar r

1940/46

??106107

Bean - F Bean

1948/50

30/06/06

Bennett - Cpl TE

1959/68

11/04/07

Berry- ?? JE Berry
Birt- ?? K Birt

????

14/03/0/

1942/47

??/12/06

1940/46

??105107
07/03/07
??/??/98
??/06/ 07
28/02107
??/11/05
16/02107

17102107
??102107
16/02/07
28/04/07
29/03/05

Larner - Lt Col EJ Larner ????

21/05/07

Lee - ?? GL Lee

1943/46

07/09/06

Long - Sig FE Long
1936/46
Longhurst - LCpl AJ Longhurst
1970/74
Malcolmson - Sig R Malcolmson
1952/54
Mansell - Dvr EE Mansell 1941/46

18/02107

McPhee - Sig A McPhee 1981/84
Munro-Morrison - Cpl PIO Munro-Morrison
1998/07
1940/45
Nash - Capt TAM Nash
Ockenden - Sig OBA Ockenden
1945/48

27/05107
22/05/07
19/04/07
????
26/06/07
????

??/??100

03102107

??/09/06

Riley - Cpl KL Riley

16/06/07

Ringer - DVR R Ringer

1945/47

??/11/06

Rivers - LCpl K Rivers

1948/50

??/??/06

Roberts - Sig AE Roberts 1931/46

??/06/95

21/06/05

20104107

Dark - Capt PJ Dark

1940/46

Davis - Sig AE Davis
Day - ? W Day

1943/47
????
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J ubb - Cpl H J ubb

25105107
??102107
??102107
20103107

1960/62

1939/47

?????

J ohnson-LCpl RA Johnson1960/66

20/10/04
??/06/06

05/01 /07

Cremer - Cpl DA Cremer

S~~~~s

Hatcher - Sgt RC Hatcher 1942146
Holmes - Col RJ Holmes MBE
1968/02
Hopkins - SSgt OGE Hopk ins
1949/68
Hoskins - Col P R Hoskins OBE TD
1939/67
Hurst - W02 BP Hurst
1943/68

04102107

Peat - Cpl A Peat
1941/46
Randall - Col PD Randall MBE TD
1940/65
Redwood - LCpl AM Redwood
1942/46
Richards - Maj RB Richards
1939/50

Brook - LCpl MP Brook
1952/55
Butler - Sig JM
1937/46
Butterfield - Cpl JA Butterfield
1939/46
Camp - Capt H C W Camp 1934/55
Carrington - SSgt J Carrington
1951/68
Carter - Maj AR Carter
????
Chevenix-Trench - Lt JG Chevenix-Trench
1940/ 1946
Conway - Cpl EM Conway 1944/49

Dos Santos - ?? FRP Dos

1951/77
Foster - Sig LG Foster
1950/56
Gainsborough - Sig L Gainsborough
1966/73
Godfrey - SSgt J Godfrey 1971/93
Greenslade - Maj WE Greenslade
????
Hamilton - Sig BD Hamilton
1950/52
Hankin - Maj BO Hankin
1940/49

17/03/07

????
01/11/05

??105102
??/??/98
????

05/04/05

25102107
12/02107

Rough - Lt Col MA Rough 1977/?

19/01/07

Rushton - Sig F Rushton

1939/46

??/08/06

Scott - Sig D Scott

1945/48

??105107

Sharman - Cpl B Sharman 1959/67

??/01/07

Shaw- Lt Col J Shaw

??/03107

1938/67

????

??/??101

Smith - Sig CK Smith
1940/46
Smithers - LCpl RT Smithers
1955/57

16/09/06

??106107

Spencer - Sig B Spencer

1941/46

20/12106

Stanley - Sgt JE Stanley

??/08/06
09/ 05/2007

1954/66

??102107

Stevens - Sig JA Stevens 1941/46

??/04/07

Taylor - W02 S Taylor

01 /02/06

1940/ 46
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1962/78

??/05/07

Thomas - Cpl GP Thomai:: 1945/48
Thome - Cpl DB Thome
1962/77

08/02/05
11/07/06

Trotman - Maj RA Trotman 1945/75

25/02/07

Tulloch - Cpl CH Tulloch

1942/56

22/06/05

Vowles - LCpl CD Vowles

1955/57

??/??/06

Taylor- Cpl JW Taylor

Ward - Sgt RE Ward
1949/67
West-Watson - Maj ECW West-Watson TD
1939/66

??/11/06

Williams - LCpl D Williams 1948/53

??/??/00

Williams - Sig JT Williams 1977/??
Woodward - Sig DH Woodward
1942/46

????

??105106

28/06/05

supporter of the local Welsh
Club and of the BETFOR
(Trieste) Association.
He was a totally committed
stalwart of the 254 Old Boys
Association (the reunion body
which unites all boy soldiers
who were part of the Boys
Training Coy (later Sqn), Royal
Signals from its WW2 revival in
1942 until closure in 1948).
Jim Crow was a great guy with
a highly developed sense of
humour which was both simple
and direct, and often quite
mischievous.

enthusiasm in its early days played a memorable part in laying
the foundations of what Is now the island's strongest ex-Army
group. In 1994 he was awarded Honour Membership of the
Association and the photograph shows him proudly holding that
Award .
Len was a smartly turned-out and kindly man, who was
considerate to family, neighbours and customers alike. He
represented the finest qualities of the Royal Signals, of which he
had been a proud member.
BATESON - Maj Nicholas (Nick) John Bateson died 1 May
2007.

He will be sorely missed by
family and his many comrades
and friends.
CROW -W01 Henry James (Jim) Crow died on 8 April 2007.
Jim Crow was born on 7 November 1928 in Bootle, Liverpool. In
1938, at the age of 9, he started boarding at the Duke of York's
Royal Military School in Dover. In April 1943, aged 14, _he
enlisted as a boy soldier in the Boys Training Company 1n
Catterick. He trained primarily as a wireless operator.
Soon after reaching man's service in 1946 he was posted to
BETFOR Sig Sqn in Trieste, where he was promoted to Cpl and
was later employed as the GOC's personal operator. He was
involved in a serious road accident in 1949 which caused him to
be evacuated as a casualty to UK. After surgery and
recuperation he was posted to Hereford where he met Mary who
became his wife in April 1950.
Shortly after that, he was attached to the 7th Hussars stationed in
Barnard Castle. He and his young bride accompanied the Regt
when it was transferred to Fallingbostal in Germany.
In 1952, he was promoted to Sgt and posted to the Royal Scots
Greys stationed at Luneburg in Germany. It was during this tour
that their first child, Susan, was born. Jim transferred with the
'Greys' when that Regt moved to Libya. After a few months
separation, he was reunited with his family in that country and
their second child , Julia, arrived.
1954 saw Jim posted unaccompanied to GCHQ in Cheltenham.
The following year he was reunited with his family and posted to
War Office Sig Regt in London, where he stayed until he was
posted in 1956 to a TA Sig Regt in Norwich for employment as a
Permanent Staff Instructor (PSI). During this tour the family
increased with the arrival of Carol.
In 1958, Jim was promoted to SSgt and posted to a Sigs Regt in
Colchester, where his first son, Paul, was born the following year.
The unit was transferred to Tidworth in 1961. In 1962, he was
promoted to W02(SSM) and posted to a TA Sig Regt in Dundee.
It was during this tour that Jim and Mary carried on their now
firm family tradition of having a child in each main tour of duty
with the arrival of their fifth child, Andrew, in 1963.
1964 saw Jim promoted to ROMS and posted to Nairobi with a
short attachment in Aden.
In December 1964, he was promoted to RSM of 8th Sig Regt. In
1966 he turned down an offer of a commission and he left the
Army in 1968, after a very effective and happy tour as RSM of
that crack sig unit, which was the technician trg specialist unit of
the Corps.
After leaving the Army, the family moved to Hereford where Jim
was employed in solicitors' offices. He became an Officer of the
Hereford Court, until he finally retired in 1995. He was a great
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The overwhelming attendance at
his funeral was testament to the
love, affection and esteem held
for Jim by his family, friends,
comrades and colleagues.

John died after a short illness in
early March. He had served in
Korea and Suez and his daughter
proudly wore his medals.

BARBE - Len Barbe died on 7 February 2007 .
Guernseyman Len Barbe died
on the 7 February 2007 aged 88
years. Len left school at 14,
completed a plumbing
apprenticeship and was the first
man in Guernsey to gain a City
& Guilds Award in that trade. In
1937 he decided to join the
Royal Signals and as a member
of 79 Squad , Depot Bn at
Catterick, looked very smart in
puttees, riding britches and
leather ammunition pouches
worn bandolier-fashion . He was
then posted to the North West
Frontier and as a young soldier
in India, his prowess as a
footballer earned him the title 'The Penalty King '. He went on to
serve throughout WW2 and was awarded the 1937 - 39 North
West Frontier Medal, 1939 - 45 Star, Burma Star,
France/Germany Star, Defence Medal and War Medal.
Al one point in his Army career, he was stationed near
Sunningdale in Berkshire where he met a young lady named
Olive at a dance in the parish hall. This was a love match and he
took her back to his home island of Guernsey, where they were
married. They had 2 children, Simonne and Ian, both of whom
died prematurely, at the ages of 33 and 43 respectively, but that
tragic experience increased Len's natural caring nature and when
Olive contracted MS, he nursed her for 7 years. He later married
Dot, who was the widow of a close friend and Len claimed to be
something of a rarity in that he'd celebrated two silver weddings!

His funeral was well attended.
There were two Standards on
parade: the Royal Signals
Association Huddersfield Branch
Standard and the Korean Veterans
Standard.
Among the people present were
representatives of the The Royal
British Legion, The Royal Signals Association, The Korean
Veterans and The Fellowship of Ex-Servicemen .

Maj Nick Bateson was born on 9 November 1957 at Chislehurst,
Kent. He graduated from Southampton University before being
commissioned from the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst in
1981 into the Royal Corps of Signals. He then had a typically
varied career, serving initially in BAOR as a Tp Comd in 7 Sig
Regt and then trg Junior Soldiers in Ouston. Subsequently he
completed parachute trg and carried out a tour with the Para Sqn
of the Royal Signals. This was followed by a tour as an instructor
at the School of Signals and then a Grade 3 appointment in a
Royal Artillery Branch in Germany.

On leaving the Army, he set up a plumbing business in Guernsey
and followed this by acquiring a grocer's shop where his
customers remember him as someone for whom nothing was too
much trouble. He was the sort of man who would have a go at
anything and is even remembered for singing after the fashion of
Frank Sinatra and Nat King Cole!

He commanded a Sqn in 7 Sig Regt before carrying out
subsequent UK tours in Aldershot and Bulford. After completion
of a demanding technical course, he served in the HQ Signal
Officer In Chief (Army). When he died, Nick was serving as an
S02 within the Defence Information Infrastructure Integrated
Project Team (IP1), part of the Information System and Services
(ISS) Directorate of the Defence Equipment and Support
organisation. He was on detached duty from ISS filling the post of
S02 ISS (Middle East), acting as the forward S02 of the Global
Operations Security Control Centre (GOSCC) working within the
deployed Div HQ. Nick deployed to Iraq on 21 January 07 and
his tour was due to end on 21 May 07.

He served for many years as the Secretary of the Guernsey
Branch of the Royal Signals Association, where his dili9ence and

Like many who join the Army, Nick was never wholly comfortable
sat behind a desk. Indeed his life, as all of those who knew him

l

All in the IPT were very much looking forward to Nick's return
from Iraq in a few weeks, not just for the jam smothered hot toast
he was sure to give out, but for his humility in sporting triumphs,
ever present smile, wicked sense of humour and refreshingly
eccentric version of uniform. Nick will be missed by all of those
who have worked with him or who knew him through sport. He
was a great sportsman and a thoroughly professional officer. Nick
met his wife, Angie, whilst serving in the UK at Blandford, where
he eventually put down roots with her in their house in the Dorset
village of Pimperne. Our deepest sympathies go to Angie and all
of Nick's family.

HIRST - John Harold Hirst died 2
March 2007.

Fourteen of those comrades
represented the 254 OBA.
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will testify, was dominated by sport. For many years he
concentrated on running, typically cross country and orienteering,
but as the need to preserve his well worn knees grew more
important, he turned to cycling and triathlon, whilst still
competing at civilian and military orienteering events. He
competed at the highest level in the Army and before deploying
on Op TELIC, he took leave to help train a top Adventure Racing
team. During his time in ISS he would combine trg with work
travel; for example to get to a meeting in Catterick, he would
cycle to the railway station at Chippenham and then get on his
bike again to travel the hill miles from Darlington railway station to
Catterick Garrison .

A 100 YEAR CELEBRATION - Thomas (Tom) Sydney Costello
(born 1907)
Thomas Costello was born on 5 July 1907 in Burnham,
Somerset. He moved to Ramsgate in 1912 where he attended
school. In 1928, he joined the Army and trained as a signalman.
After that, he moved abroad and served for 5 years in India
between 1930 and 1935 with the Royal Corps of Signals.
In 1936, he married Ethel Groombridge and later moved to the
Dane Valley area of Margate. They had 4 children: Michael born
in 1937, Jeffrey in 1938, David in 1944 and then Jennifer in
1947. He now has 10 grandchildren and 14 great grandchildren.
Tom transferred to the Army Reserve in 1935 and joined the SE
Gas Board as a labourer in 1937 but he was recalled in
September 1939 and posted to France with the BEF in January
1940.
Tom says he was one of the last soldiers evacuated from Dunkirk
on June 3rd 1940 after destroying all signalling eqpt and vehs
before marching to the coast.

~
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He then spent 2 years in UK before being posted to Nort~ ~frica
and Italy in February 1N3. He was promoted to Sgt and Joined
up with the 8th Army in Tunisia on the Africa campaign and took
part in the Allied landir.gs at Anzio in January 1944
In February 1945, he had his final posting to Israel and came
home in June 1945 to be demobbed in December 1945.

Arrangements will be made for a formal dedication of the Corps
memorial in due course. Further details of the National Memorial
Arboretum can be found on the website at
www,nationalmemorialarboretum.ora.uk which also has a link to
the official website. Any donation towards the appeal for our
memorial will be gratefully received by Peter Cuckow at RHO,
cheques payable to the Royal Signals Benevolent Fund (gift aid
forms are available from RHO).

Tom went back to Margate and started work again for the Gas
Board . He was very keen on gardening, snooker, football , cards
and the Labour Party. He has been a long-time member of the
Oddfellows club and the British Legion .
He moved to Addington Street in the 1950s and helped Ethel run
the small guest house and finally retired to Grosvenor Place,
enjoying their small garden and holiday trips in England and to
the Continent for the first time.
Sadly, Ethel died in November 2005, but Tom continues to look
after himself at home, with the help of family and carers. He
enjoys lunches out at various local hostelries and still plays a
mean game of cribbage.

TASK FORCE FOXTROT
On a sunny weekend in June a group of serving and ex-soldiers
gathered on the outskirts of an old German town. called Soest not
far from the Mohne Dam. They had come not quite from the 4
corners of the earth but at from the North to the South of
England, Denmark and Germany.

...

CORPS MEMORIAL AT THE NATIONAL MEMORIAL
ARBORETUM
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From:

Curly & Jacquie Jones [cjones06@telus.net]

I expect that some of you are still travelling down life's highway
without even realising that you are a "BOB". What is a "BOB"?
A BOB is one of the most fortunate men on earth. A BOB is
someone who has experienced the camaraderie that is found in a
very few select groups. A BOB is someone who has a somewhat
"sideways" sense of humour. In short, a BOB is a Benson Old
Boy.
A couple of years ago I was visiting the Sceptred Isle, during
which time my wife and I called in on that well known Caledonian
song thrush and harebetter, Mr William (call me Billy) Napier.
After a couple of hours reminiscing, accompanied by a
copious infusion made from barley and hops, we decided that it
would be good to "get together" with some more BOBs - as
many as possible in fact! I know! Why don 't we have a BOB's
Reunion?
So, if you were a member of the "Red Hand Gang" (244 Sig Sqn),
based at RAF Benson (1970 - 1974), let's hear from you.

The National Memorial Arboretum was set up at Alrewas, near
Burton on Trent, Staffordshire ten years ago with the first planting
of trees on an 82 acre site donated by Redland (now Lafarge)
Aggregates. Since then over 50,000 trees have been planted on
the site, which has been extended by a further 70 acres, including
a wildlife park. As an arboretum, it is still very young, so does not
have the mature look of those such as Westonbirt, which have
been long established.

An appeal is now commencing to raise £13,000 towards the cost
of the memorial. The Corps Committee has agreed to provide
the balance from Corps funds. All Association Branches are
being requested to pledge to raise whatever sum they can for this
appeal. At the Annual General Meeting of the Association at the
end of March, it was suggested that a target figure should be
£300 from each Branch, but it was appreciated that this amount
is beyond many, so a pledge of any sum would be gratefully
received. An appeal will go out to all Association members who
are not registered with specific branches, for individual donations
and collections also will be made at the Annual Reunion at
Blandford.

We hope to repeat the exercise again but in a different location.

Adrian Hyde (adrianhyde@tait.eclipse co.uk}
74 Bishop Street
Cherry Orchard
Shrewsbury SY2 5EZ
Home Tel: 01743-231969

Greetings to All Fellow BOBsl

Congratulations from The Wire for making the big 100 on 5 July
2007!

The Corps made a small contribution to the Arboretum some
years ago in the form of a small tree which was planted amongst
many others in the Army Grove. Unfortunately this tree, along
with others, has never thrived well and it has been agreed that it
does not represent a worthy commemoration to our soldiers. The
Royal Signals Association has taken up the case for erecting a
memorial in the form of a full size Mercury on a stone plinth. The
project has received the backing of the Corps Committee and
work is now underway to install the memorial this year. Brig
Peter Burke has very kindly agreed to head up the project team.

The weekend was spent reminiscing over 'war' stories, reading
through the 'Eggyburger Times' (The Sqn ex Newspaper) and
catching up on the lives of the group.

From:

~-.-.-~

What makes this site unique are the memorials that have been
erected by a wide variety of bodies, military and civilian, including
many to commemorate the millions who lost their lives during
conflicts in the 20th century. There are more than 50 such
memorials, with more being erected each year. This year sees
the completion of a massive centrepiece entitled the Armed
Forces Memorial, which comprises a spiral wall on which will be
inscribed the names of all servicemen who have lost their lives in
conflicts since the end of the Second World War. It is to be
formally opened in the autumn and the BBC is making an hour
long documentary on the memorial , which is expected to be
broadcast in November.

into living accommodation.

I noticed your newsletter whilst searching the Internet and
wondered if any of your readers could offer some advice.
I am trying to find out more information regarding my uncle,
Norman William James LOWEY who served in the Royal Corps
of Signals. Norman joined up (attested) on 24th September 1935
and held the rank of Signalman in the 7th Armoured Division
signals (possibly in V Troop).
He died during Operation Crusader at the battle for Sidi Rezegh
Airfield in Libya on 22nd November 1941 . I was interested if there
are any other details that the Royal Signals might hold. I am
especially interested about learning more about his death.
At the time there was some confusion as he was listed missing in
action and his death was not confirmed until almost a year later.
I'm sure that this was not unusual but I would like to learn more
as his sister, my mother, is still alive and planning to visit the El
Alamein arch in Egypt in the near future.
Many thanks for any help you might be able to give.

OK, when, why, and where? When? - Next year 2008. Why? Because that will be the next time I will be in the UK (I live in
Alberta, Canada) and Where? - Somewhere central? (Land's End
and John O'Groats are definitely out!). Dave Thorley has
suggested Stoke - well, he would, wouldn't he? All the very best
to you all and hope to hear from you soon .

Neil Coatsworth, Bob Riding, John Ackerley, Jimmy Latimer, Kev
Ward, Keith Harris, Wally Drain, John Shearer, John Cadwallader,
Harry Duncan, Jackie Drain, Debbie Coatsworth and Phil Whittle

This group was some of the old Task Force Foxtrot pers who
were based at Salamanca Barracks, Soest and who had not been
together for upwards of 24 years.
The Sqn's Black Rhinoceros emblem was adopted in recognition
of the Sqn's previous role as 6 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn .
Originally 206 Sig Sqn was formed in the late 1950s to serve 6 Inf
Bde. In 1964 the Sqn was redesignated 6 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
and assumed the additional responsibility for admin of the Bde
HQ. Then in September 1970 a change in the Bde ORBAT led to
the formation of the 6 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn. On 1January
1971, the Bde came under the op comd of 4 Div, thus ending a
long association with 2 Div, which had begun in 1811. In early
June 1973 the Sqn Emblem changed from the Cross Keys and
Bayonet of the 2 Div, to the Black Rhinoceros.
Due to further reorganisation, 6 Armd Bde was subsumed by 3
Armd Div and 206 Sig Sqn was absorbed into 3 Armd Div HO &
Sig Regt in November 1977. It then became 4 Sqn with
responsibility for the comms of both Div Task Forces. The Sqn
was reformed in January 1981 to support 6 Armd Bde and 206
Sig Sqn became known as Task Force Foxtrot. During this time
the squadron was based at Salamanca Barracks, on the outskirts
of Soest.
Our trusty steeds in those days were the ever faithful AFV
432/439. We visited the camp to find not a lot left. The
guardroom is now a cafe, the Sqn garages are storage bays and
the accn has been changed into houses. One of the twin
churches that stood outside the camp gates has also been turned
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My email address:
Billy's email address:

From:

cjones06@telus.net
Harebetter@aol.com

Bernard Bush (bernard.bush@tiscali.co.ukl
2 Brockwood Close
Gamlingay
SG19 3EG

Over the last 2 years various ex-members of 229 Sig Sqn (Berlin)
have been getting together on an informal basis. The people
involved were in Berlin between 1960 and 1963, in other words
just before, during and just after the Berlin Wall was built. To date,
we have about 12 old members, who range from ex-National
Servicemen to the one time 21C of the Sqn , Capt(Later Brig)
Keith Olds. It also includes Frank Thornley, Terry Mundin, Colin
Churchill, Ray Threadgold, Ray Haddon, Ray Pet ri and others some of whom contact by mail only as they live overseas

Yours ...

From:

Tom Stone [mailto:tst98542@bigpond.net.au]

I just wanted to let you know what a success the publication of
the mess picture I forwarded to you and you published in the Feb
edition of The Wire has been.
I have now been put in contact with Lt Col Don Herring retired,
who has I understand compiled a historical publication of the
boys whose numbers began with 254 ... and the boys recruited in
Egypt, whose numbers began with 255 ... of which I am one. So I
hope to be able to get in touch with some more colleagues.
Perhaps it might be an idea to publish a small item to let others
know what can be achieved by getting a picture published in the
magazine.
I thank you again ...

We would like to hear from anybody, irrespective of rank or job to
contact us so that we could put the re-union on a more formal
footing and obviously to meet old mates again.
Contact me by letter or e-mail or on my mobile: 07895 088761
Yours ...
OSNABROCK REUNION
If you served between 1990 and 2000 with either
12 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (212) or 4 Armd Bde HQ &Sig Sqn
(204)
Join us for a reunion to be held in Blandford in November 2007.
For further information email/phone
tonyward@sky.com
079200 52877
THE WIRE, AUGUST 2007

From:

Derek Fisher (Ex Sgt)
10 Ambleside Avenue
Ashton under Lyne
OL7 9EZ
0161 3300361
brendekl@ntlworld,com

From 1945 to 1948, I served with the Palestine Command Signal
Regt in Jerusalem and was with Capt Mackintosh of the Royal
Signals on the 22nd July 1946 when he was shot by the lrgun
terrorists when they blew up the King David Hotel in which 92
people were killed, Including some British forces and women and
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children. Since then I have managed to locate Sgt Harry Clucas
who lives on the Isle of Man and in the last 12 months, Sig Fred
Fielding who lives about 4 miles from me. They were both
stationed with me in Jerus3lem all those years ago.

rl~ I I
At the Old Motorcycle Race Track, Blandford Camp.
Off A354 Salisbury Rd, Nr Pimperne. Tel: 01258 482 248

I have also found two rela!ives of two of the soldiers who lost
their lives and also the daughter of the late minister of
St George's Church in Jerusalem, who buried most of the dead
soldiers. I went back to Jerusalem in July 2006 on the 60th
Anniversary on a loan visit to pay my respects to the ones who
were not as lucky as me. The BBC put out a programme about
the Palestine campaign in 2004 on BBC2, in their series 'Empire
Warriors' which bought it all back and as far as I am aware this is
the only real mention that has been made about the campaign. I
just wondered if there are still any old codgers like myself (81 )
who are still around . If so I would love to hear from you.

BO 111 Annlwrsarv
......

Wlllte Helmlll

Yours .. .
From :

Mr David J Slater (davjdslater120@o2.co.uk)
9 Rumballs Road
Bennets End, Hemel Hempstead
Hertfordshire. HP3 SHU.
Tel: 01 442 401345 (Mob: 07784973223)

My name is David Slater with nicknames - Hemel/ Fatback.
was a serving soldier in the Royal Corps of Signals at 8 Sig Regt,
Vimmy Barracks, Catterick. My intake was in May of 92. It's now
been around 13 years since I last heard or saw any of my old
muckers and I now have an overwhelming urge to get in touch.
I'm 41 years young on May 20th and could not take in the fact
that I was 26, when with the lads. I now live in Hemel
Hempstead, after spending a while looking after a young car
crash victim on the Costa Blanca, Spain.
I would be ever so grateful if you could post my details so as
anyone who knew me can get in touch. I especially would like to
send my kindest regards and best wishes to Danny Rudd whom I
believe to be a Sgt but I think he might be a W02 (if I caught part
of an article in The Wire last year rig ht). I always believed in him
and his steadfastness.
To close I once wanted to be rich and want for nowt, but the
chance to see some old friends is all I crave now.
Yours ...

CHANTECLEER
The painting was commissioned by the 2 Sig Bde and
commemorates its role supporting the Machinery of Government
in War (MGW). The Bde was responsible for providing post-strike
and recovery phase comms in support of local and national
government for over 40 years in classified underground bunkers.

The CHANTECLEER Painting

OP TELIC 1 MILITARY MEMENTO
Marking its involvement in Op Telic 1, 2 Sig Regt has
commissioned a series of 6 watercolour studies by military artist
Kevin Lyles and used them to create a single limited edition
commemorative print featuri ng the Regt's locations and
movements during the war.

Stunning Motorcycle Stunts
Suzuki & Kawasaki Race Tea s
Aerial Display
Fun Fair, Rides, Stalls &
nds
Adventure Activi

Just £1.00 perperson
for Blandford Garrison Staff
& Dependents

JOn product/on of Garrison ID)

The 6 individual paintings depict: Royal Signals Driver Linemen
of HQ Sqn with a TALON satellite installation reacting to a Scud
alert at Camp Kohima in Kuwait at the outset of the operation;
Installation Technicians of 214 Sig Sqn installing and guarding a
satellite det in Um Qasr Port; Area Systems operators with 219
Sig Sqn providing Ptarmigan (Airportable) comms to Paras of 16
Air Assault Bde in the Ramallah oilfields; Radio Operators
supporting Marines of 3 Cdo Bde setting up in Basrah Palace;
Gurkha Sigs of 246 Queen's Gurkha Sig Sqn supporting the US
Marines during their advance on the northern route to Babylon
and members of 246 Queen's Gurkha Sig Sqn (Fwd), a composite
unit of Regulars, Gurkhas and TA, providing a SNATCH patrol in
Baghdad on their return to Iraq in 2004 for Op TELIC 4/5.
Any soldier who has served with 2 Sig Regt during Op TELIC, or
anyone else interested in the purchase of a print is entitled to a
discounted price for a copy of the limited edition Op TELIC print.
Those wishing to order a copy of the print should send a cheque
for £7 (which includes P&P) made payable to Central Bank 2
Signal Regiment to Sgt Vince Key, Unit Welfare SNCO, 2 Sig
Regt, Imphal Barracks, York Y010 4HD or call mil: 94777 2366
for further details.
Additional information relating to the print may be sought by
contacting Maj Mark Tivey, OC Sp Sqn, 2 Sig Regt, mil: 94777
2518.Military artist Kevin Lyles welcomes commissions from
units and can be contacted on 01442 828695 or email
kevinlyles@freezone.co.uk

The painting shows members of the Bde, including the First Aid
Nursing Yeomanry (FANY), providing comms at the Central
Government War Headquarters sited in the underground facility,
below Basil Hill Barracks at Corsham, Wiltshire. The scene
depicts the news of a nuclear strike arriving at the Headquarters thankfully a message that was never received.
'CHANTECLEER' was the Cabinet Office codename for the site,
which was to be activated by the codeword 'ORANGEADE '.
'CHANTECLEER' is taken from Chaucer's The Nun's Priest's Tale
in the Canterbury Tales. The painting was unveiled at the Horse
Shoe Dinner held in Corsham on 7th October 2006 marking the
official end of the Bde's MGW role.
A limited run of 500 A3 size signed copies have been printed and
are available from the Corps Museum or 2 Sig Bde priced £15.00.

2 Signal Regiment Op TELIC 1 Print
Cpl 'J' Bates attacks the dummy during bayonet drill on EX NORTHERN STRIKE, the CS Div Battlecamp at Warcop Trg Area. Bayonet drill
is an essential underpinning skill for Fire Team attacks and is more relevant now on ops than at any time in the last 25 years.
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As I draw to a close my time as your Signal Officer 1n Chief, I wanted to sign off with a few observations.
How are we doing? Firstly I would like to pay tribute to all of you, Regular, TA and Queen's Gurkha Signals. You have been at the forefront of
activity across an incredibly broad spectrum at what has probably been the most tumultuous time since the Korean War. In many cases we are
recognized for what we achieve but it is fair to say that at times I get frustrated when we are not given due credit. In the CIS world , I often
wonder if the complexity of what you deliver is really understood by the wider Army and the other Services. Inevitably though, it is a signaller's
lot to be noticed only whti;i things go wrong. Equally, the struggle to define and execute our responsibilities with some pretty rigid service
provision contracts, yet at the same time satisfy the pressing needs of our commanders, demands an agility of mind and an ability to improvise.
That you meet this remit marks you out and I am deeply proud of all you achieve. Clearly it is important for us therefore to articulate the
importance of our business in delivering enabling capability to our formations and playing a key part in Decisive Command. We have stood up to
the mark in some very demanding circumstances and our reputation forged in the heat of the battlefield and elsewhere is hard won and well
deserved. Of course, the price paid in terms of loss of life is high and not a day goes by when I do not think of those who have lost their lives
prosecuting our business. We are not equipped properly but our flexibility, adaptability and sheer professionalism while effectively reroling as we
deploy into operational theatres is inspiring. So too are the opportunities for junior ranks to make a major contribution, particularly in such areas
as 18(SF) Signal Regiment, 1(SC) Signal Squadron and in the airborne role. I would encourage everyone to serve for at least one tour in any of
these specialist areas, which all offer much for those who are able and seek adventure. Such work is extremely rewarding, exciting and
worthwhile. Anyone inclined to operate in these demanding arenas should grasp the opportunity now. Additionally, we need our best to step
forward for service in the training environment (a must for those heading down the RD route) and also to achieve Supervisory Rank. The latter
presents excellent opportunities for commissioning with self development, challenging jobs and real job satisfaction. The Corps' contribution is
much broader than just at work and we achieve significant success elsewhere. Our top international sportsmen and women continue to excel
and we have done exceptionally well on the sports field, shooting and adventurous training. I cannot do them all due justice and so will highlight
just a few. Army Shooting Champions for the 3rd year on the run with a significant number of people in the Army 100 is no mean feat. Ex
MERCURY CHALLENGE run over the past year. was a huge undertaking and more than a hundred of you were able to take part. It achieved
wide front page coverage in a number of countries because of the textbook rescue of the yacht KOOMOOLOO, which was sinking in rough seas.
This epitomised all that was good in the Corps - well prepared and trained, quietly executed and robustly delivered. Finally, TRAILWALKER, a
charitable activity involving a 100km run organised jointly by Queen's Gurkha Signals and OXFAM. This year the event was won by Queen's
Gurkha Signals from the 405 teams who took part. Overall it is hoped that the event will raise one million pounds for charity, a magnificent
achievement.
What do I see for the future? The equipment programme and support to current operations will dominate the near term. The former has caused
us to think hard about our trade structures and to learn and take on new skills. Inevitably with any change in trade structure there is not a 100%
solution but against the pressures of resource, time and training capacity, our early work has put us on a good footing as we move into the
implementation of the Defence Training Review. On current plans, the training will move to St Athan in the 2012 timeframe, leaving the Home of
the Corps in Blandford, which will in itself remain a Corps hub. I am hopeful that we will be able to backfill with 14 Signal Regiment but the final
decision will not be taken until October. We will continue to make a vital contribution to current operations; whether in Rear Link Detachments,
Brigade Signal Squadrons, Special Forces, Support Helicopters, Electronic Warfare and Signals Intelligence or in the General Support Role
delivered from Signal Brigade level at Home and Overseas. You are being tested and will continue to be tested in terms of the nature, breadth
and type of operation, all of which draw heavily on your military and professional skills. I would have liked to accelerate some of the much
needed capability into service, FALCON and SOOTHSAYER, since we need these now but this is not to be. I am concerned at the lack of
coherence in some cases on the delivery of infrastructure and applications and see little relief in the need to conduct significant Special to Arm
training on route to and often whilst on operations. In this respect I have also been keen to ensure that equipment coming into service gives us
agility and freedom, not constraints. Often this is a hard debate as others focus on the relatively static here and now. The outcome is that there is
a requirement to deliver in an ad hoc fashion. Put simply we do not train as we fight and I am sorry to say I can not see this changing in the short
term. This, coupled with the erosion of more traditional 'network' training opportunities (FLYING FALCON of old) has already denuded our ability
to deliver at large scale while war fighting and remains a factor that we must be alert to. In all that we do though, we must remember that we
exist to support our Commanders and their staff. Thus we must be prepared to develop our skills to help them exploit the information being
presented to them. Of course this is not just the province of the Corps alone but we must be seen and respected as the source of best practice.
In conclusion, as I travel around the Corps, I see that it is in good heart and doing a terrific job. My mantra for you is "Look Up and Drive On".
You should stand proud in the knowledge that whatever you do, you do well whether fighting alongside your Infantry counterparts or in delivering
Command Support, EW and SIGINT. I can do no more than include the citation for Cpl Simmons from 16 Air Assault Brigade Headquarters and
Signal Squadron (216) as an example of what is being achieved on operations. He was awarded a Joint Commanders Commendation for his
actions.
"Cpl SIMMONS was part of a three man Rear Link Detachment attached to "Easy" Company 3 PARA Battle Group. He deployed to Combat
Outpost GRIFFIN in MUSA QAL'EH on 23rd August 2006 as part of a deliberate BG operation that enabled the relief in place of a Danish
Armoured Reece Squadron with Easy Company. During this deployment Cpl SIMMONS was responsible for maintaining rearward TACSAT
communications and a/so communication to the vital sanger positions in the compound. The district centre in Musa Qa/eh is a small compound m
the centre of town surrounded by a low mud wall with a collection of small buildings that used to function as the local government offices. For
three weeks the TB fought tenaciously for the position in the belief that it had been abandoned following the withdrawal of the reconnaissance
Squadron. The fighting was unrelenting and at very close quarters due to the built up nature of the town.
Cpl SIMMONS was manning the operations room in COP GRIFFIN during a period of sustained and accurate enemy mortar fire. The enemy
mortars were highly effective inflicting nine casualties and two deaths. During several engagements enemy mortar fire broke the line to the
sangers, on three notable occasions Cpl SIMMONS left the relative safety of the operation room in order to repair the line. On the 27th August
during what was to become a two hour engagement the line was broken to sanger five, the furthest position and one that was a/so being heavily
engaged by small arms and RPG fire. Knowing how vital the communications line was and with no other way of establishing communications, Cpl
SIMMONS painstakingly checked the line and repaired it under incoming mortar fire. In an equally accurate attack that Included small arms and
RPG fire on the 7th September Cpl SIMMONS was repairing the line to sanger three when it was hit by a volley of three RPGs. He quickly
stabilised the situation by engaging the firing positions before finishing off the repairs to the line. In that time the in place force had a chance to re
balance and with the arrival of the ORF, Cpl SIMMONS continued on his task of repairing the line to the position on the "Outpost".
Cpl SIMMONS showed great physical courage and bravery In repeatedly exposing himself to what he knew to be effective enemy fire. His
actions greatly improved the tactical situation for the Company in MUSA QAL'EH. Cpl SIMMONS regularly took these risks in the knowledge that
the task was essential. His actions re assured his comrades and gave inspiration to the men in the fighting positions. Cpl SIMMONS' outstanding
performance in extreme circumstances fully deserves official recognition".
Finally, for me, service with the Corps originated in 1974 when on a familiarisation visit to 3 Div Signal Regiment in Carter Barracks, Bulford. I
was looked after by a young Cpl whose name I remember to this day. It was that experience that confirmed that this was the type of soldier that
I wanted to command. I was lucky enough to get that opportunity and have never been disappointed since. This is a great Corps and a strong
family. Certa Cito and Jai Queens Gurkha Signals.
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EDITORIAL
This is a packed edition of The Wire with reports on Corps and
Army sport and Adventure Training, in addition to the usual
reports from units and the RSA. Units must recognise that so
much int.eresting and informative material is being submitted by
every uni~ t~at cuts are necessary to keep the magazine within
its page limits. In addition, I believe key events such as the
reformation of 22 Signal Regiment and the Centenary of FANY
must be recorded in The Wire, as part of the historical record.
I have also received two letters which could not be included In
the relevant sections but which deserve to be printed.
The first was from Jeanine Akehurst, who wrote to advise the
Corps that her mother, Mrs N C North widow of Col J P North
CBE, late of Hunters Close, Carperby, N Yorkshire passed away
on 17th August. She wanted this to be noted in The Wire to let
old friends know.
The second came through the Secretary of the RSI and
concerned Bill Venus, who was well known to many of the
Cor~s in the 1970s. Bill served with 21 and 22 Signal
Regiments, during which time he helped the former to win 6
Army A~hletics Championships and several Army Cross Country
Champ1onsh1ps, while he monopolised the Army Individual
Char:ipionships and competed regularly for the Army and lnterServ1ce Cross Country teams. Bill is now sadly hospital bound,
suffering from Parkinson's and Motor Neurone Diseases and
would very much like to hear from old colleagues. He can be
contacted via his wife, Enid at 14 Sycamore Close, Exmouth
EX84 NF or on billvenus1 @yab_oo.co.uk.
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A member of the Blue Helmets proves that with a little assistance,
you can walk on water.
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be a Bowman Advanced Signaller and have completed the Class
1-Part 1 Workbook. The new course uses 2 days of Advanced
Signaller (Systems) trg to teach generic Network Management
principles, therefore every soldier attending must have the
Bowman Advanced Signaller qualification. On completion of Part
1 of the course through the Workbook, MGM Div will identify the
courses each soldier will require to meet the start standard.

UPDATE ON ROYAL SIGNALS TRADE REVIEW
The pace of chs11ge within the Defence environment in. reaction to
international pontical and economic factors is challenging to say
the least. Within the Corps this :11anifests itself through an
unprecedented rate of change across all Lines of Developmen.t. .
Although short to medium term structures have been agreed'. 1~ is
the Eqpt Programme, as part of the NEC initiative, and sustaining
current ops that are the key drivers for change.
Future platforms will be extremely powerful, comp~red to. their
predecessors, and will offer users in H~s and fi~hting u~ 1ts .
unparalleled access to a wide range of information services with
which to prosecute ops. The deployment a~d maintenance of
complex systems and the continuous prov1s1~n of seamless •.
uninterrupted services over strategic and tactic~! networks, in
conjunction with those delivering m~naged services, p:esents the
Corps with an exciting and demanding challenge, particularly
during this period of transition.
It is the men and women of the Corps, together with our technical
supervisors and the support of a st~ong RegU Duty backbone and
ethos that will deliver the mil capab1l1ty required across t~e
Spectrum of Conflict. In turn, they will only be able to discharge
their responsibilities if they are properly trained and educated as
soldiers, tradesmen and leaders.
Although there is a clear need to evolve, it is essential that the
changes are set against an operational context. Ther~ must be
no dilution of quality in trade or at Regtl Duty. Increasingly trg,
both for trade and employment, will become competency based.
Trg regimes need to accommodate the frequent upgrades or
updates to software operated and managed s.ystems. ~s new
eqpt is introduced into Service, trg courses will be.continu.ally
revised. It is highly likely that operators and technical engineers
will attend the same modules for some future systems.
The following trade group updates outline in brief the evolving
policy within the Corps, which is bein~ implemented to meet the
challenges of our changing technological environment. These
updates are coordinated by S01 Trg and S02 .1cs TOT but
written by the respective TOT Analysts as Sub1ect Matter .Experts.
Drafted in August 07 for the October 07 Edition of The Wire ,
some options and decisions will have been overtaken by events
instigated by the Trade Sponsor Steering Groups (TSSG) of TOT
and the Implementation Working Groups (IWG) of the Trg Branch.
The most up to date data will be on the SOinC(A) ICS TOT
Website. Career advice is always available through RCMOs and
MGM Division.
COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS OPERATOR
On 1 April 2007, the Area Systems Operator and Radio Systems
Operator CEQs were merged into a single roster, the
Communication Systems Operator (Comm Sys Op). The first
Class 3 course outputted from the DCCIS in May 07. The chosen
medium for Phase 2 trg is Bowman, with the Class 3 ~curse
leading to the qualification of a Bowman Advanced S1~naller. The
course also provides all underpinning knowledge required to
complete trg on other systems (FALCON, Cormorant, Ptarmigan
and REACHER), which will be delivered as separate Pre.
Employment Trg (PEl) as required. As pers progress through their
careers and move to different employment roles, they will be
provided with the appropriate PET to allow them to carry out the
tasks required in the new role. Requirement for a PET w.111. be
articulated on an Assignment Order and be the respons1b1hty of a
receiving Unit.
Class 1 trg for the Comm Sys Op is scheduled to begin in
35B

Ja;;ary 200B. The new Class 1 ~curse is desig~ed around
assisting the Chain of Command 1n the preparation, deployment,
maintenance, sustainment and recovery of comms asse:~; Th~
course will also provide the comms and i:nanagement s 1 s a~
knowledge required of a Det Comd, prov1~1ng the foundation or
employment as future SNCOs and Supervisors (YofS).
There is now no need to sit a Class 1 entrance exam. A new
system is being introduced that will provide a ~atural s~lect1on
process for Class 1 trg. The Class 1 course will be split into two
arts with Part 1 being the completion of a Comm Sys Op Class
wori<book in Unit. Part 2 will be
at the Defence
College of Communication and Information Systems (DCCIS) .
Blandford. On award of Class 2 in trade, the Comm S~s Op will
complete 1 year as a Class 2 tradesman befohre. thd~ ~dnit re~ue~ts
DCC IS a Class 1 Part 1 Workbook for t e in 1v1 ua . ac
f
rom
· t h e so Id.1er's name
will arrive in A5 colour format with
Workbook
regtl number printed on it.

~

deliv~red

1

The Workbook contains Trg Objectives that will require a Class 2
Comm Sys Op to carry out a number of Det Comd tasks under
supervision and assessment of a Class 1 Det Com?. On
completion of the Workbook, the soldier must re.ce1ve a
recommendation on their annual report from their CO that th~y
are ready for Part 2 of the Class 1 course at Blandford. Having
received notification of the completion of the Workboo.k and
recommendation from the CO, MGM Div will load soldiers onto
Part 2 of the Class 1 course, according to time served and rank
status.
The Workbook will take approximately 1 year to complete and
has been designed to allow completion either in the ~orkpla.ce or
on ops. Once completed, the Workbook is to be retained with
the soldier's personal file, before being taken on to Part 2 of t~e
course. Units will have received the first batch of Work~ooks m
early September 07 for all qualified Cla~s 2 pers to. begin
completion prior to attendance on the first course 1n 200B.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS FOR COMM SYS OP
Q1.
I am an ex-Area Systems Operator (AS Op), do I ~ave
to attend a conversion course to become a Comm Sys Op·
Answer. No. On 1 April 2007 all Operators became Comm Sys
Ops. When you are posted to a unit with a comms system that
you have not been trained on, you will receiv.e Pre-Employment
Training (PEl) for that system. For example 1f you are an ex-AS
Op and posted to a Bowman unit then you will attend 2 short
PET modules. First, the Radio Fundamentals Course at
Blandford where you will be taught Radio Fundamentals'.
Antennae and Propagation for HF & VHF as well as a Voice
Procedure module. The second course is the Bowman Advance
Signaller course, also at Blandford. Each PET for the Comm Sys
Op is around 3-4 weeks long and will be available for every
Comms System in service.
Q2.
I am already Class 1 in trade. Will I be expected to
return to Blandford to complete the Comm Sys Op Class 1
course?
Answer. No. You are already a Class 1 Comm Sys Op. The n~w
course contains no eqpt trg; therefore any further trg requ1r~d Y
you will be conducted during PET on arrival at your new unit.
03.
Is there a start standard for the Comm Sys Op Class 1
course?
Answer. Yes. Every Comm Sys Op coming on the course must
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Q4.
I have already passed a Class 1 entrance exam. Will I
have to complete a Workbook to attend the Class 1 course?
Answer. Yes. We are currently identifying all soldiers that are
waiting to attend their Class 1 course. These soldiers will receive
the Workbooks first. Units will be instructed to look at these
soldiers closely and to complete the Workbook as soon as
possible. It is realised that, initially, this will involve prior trg being
recognised and tasks signed off retrospectively. The Workbook
requires completion, as it is an integral part of the Part 2 trg of
the course. Each soldier must also meet the start standard of the
course. MGM Div will identify the courses each soldier will
require to meet the start standard.

QS.
I am an ex-RS Op with no C&E licence. Will I receive
this as a Comm Sys Op?
Answer. When you are posted to a role that requires a C&E
licence, at a Cormorant unit for example, then you will have the
opportunity to gain the qualification. C&E Driver trg will only be
provided when required for the Job Role.
COMMUNICATION SYSTEMS ENGINEER
From 1 May 200B, it is intended that the Systems Engineering
Technician and Information Systems Engineer CEQs will become
a single roster, the Communication Systems Engineer (Comm Sys
Engr). The foundation trg to be provided at Class 3 level, starting
May OB, will be based on the requirements to support Bowman
and Dll(FD), leading to a single group of pers capable of dealing
with both hardware and software problems as well as the maint of
Networks, Bearers and supported Applications.
The Class 3 course will also provide the required skills and
knowledge for pers to undertake PET modules as required to fit
them for employment in units with specific roles. The Class 1
course is currently being developed, with the requirements having
been identified and the planned date for the first delivery is
November OB.
In line with the above changes, it will also be necessary to reevaluate the requirements of a single Technical Supervisor to be
drawn from the ranks of the Comm Sys Engr roster. A study into
these requirements will commence in Autumn 07, with the
intention of initiating a single Technical Supervisor course in
2011/2012.
The challenges in creating the new roster are considerable,
however retaining the status quo would lead to greater difficulties.
With careful management and co-ordination through the TSSG
and IWG processes, all Lines of Development are being
synchronised to produce the new capability to support the next
generation of eqpt, applications and ops.
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
01.

Why do we need a single Engineer?

Answer. The Army ICS TOT have conducted reviews of the
structures and content of core trg as a result of the demands of
the New Eqpt Programme. Due to the "Whole Life Approach",
the intent is to create fewer, but larger trade rosters based on the
New Eqpt Programme. This includes the consequences on future
structures and organisations. An investigation report, supported
by evidence from the Field Army, focussed on the creation of a
single engineer roster, which was ratified by the People Line of
Development Steering Committee in 2006. This roster will deliver
the capability that is currently provided by the two engineering
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trades, but will focus on future technologies, eqpts and
procedures.
02.
What will be the tasks, roles and responsibilities of the
new Engineer?
Answer. The new trade will have its roots in skills and education
to support the delivery, maint and system management rather
than eqpt manipulation and operation.
The timing for implementing changes has been detenmined, the
necessary documentation and associated issues have been
resolved to allow the introduction of the first Comm Sys Eng
Class 3 course in 200B, graduating to the Field Army before
Christmas. A key issue being addressed is the implication for
Engineers of contractor-led repair and Whole Fleet Management,
given that repair and maint will also be increasingly software
driven.
Q3.

Will there be any conversion trg?

Answer. There are currently .!J.Q plans to instigate any conversion
trg during the implementation of the Comm Sys Engr. There may
be some PET modules that individuals may have to complete
prior to attending the Class 1 course.
Q4.

How does the course differ from current trg?

Answer. The Comm Sys Engr Class 3 and Class 1 courses are
based on the key areas of current trg, utilising existing trg as
appropriate, releasing any legacy trg and employing new trg to
meet current (and future) needs of the Field Army. It is envisaged
that both new courses will be longer than current IS Engr
courses, but shorter than current Sys Eng Tech courses.
05.

Will the new courses lead to civilian accreditation?

Answer. This area remains under investigation. Work is
underway with partners from industry and the civilian environment
to identify any areas of the proposed trg that would attract either
civilian or vocational qualifications and accreditation.
Q6.
What will the pay/rank be of a newly qualified Comm
Sys Engr?
Answer. The aspiration is for the Class 3 Comm Sys Engr to
receive the pay and rank advantages currently awarded to the
Sys Eng Tech (High Band LCpl at Class 3).
07.

Does the Class 1 course have an entrance exam?

Answer. This has yet to be decided, however the aspiration is for
the course to be loaded in line with the Comm Sys Op Class 1,
the process for which is described earlier.
QB.

I am already a Class 1, what does it mean to me?

Answer. The study into the single Technical Supervisor, due to
begin in Autumn 07 will identify the future supervisory
requirements.
SYSTEMS ENGINEERING COMPETENCY AUGMENTATION
(SECA) COURSE
Many of you will be aware of the impact on ops (TELIC and
HERRICK) of the shift in emphasis in the provision of IS services.
Recently it has been necessary to send non-IS Engr on IS centric
Pre-Deployment Trg courses to deflect the shortage of qualified
pers. This has had an impact on the capability we provide. Even
in barracks, Comds are frustrated by the lack of suitably trained
IS pers and are attempting to meet the demand with inefficient
(from a focus and cost basis) civilian delivered courses.
A decision was made at the HQ SOinC(A) People Line of
Development Steering Group to implement an initiative to
increase the number of IS trained pers in advance of the
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introduction of the Comm Sys Engr. This initiative should
minimise the impact on ops and in barracks until the full effect of
the Comm Sys Engr comes into play. The initiative consists of
the provision of additional trg to Sys Eng Techs to allow them to
undertake IS tasks. The package will be primarily targeted at
Class 2 pers, as the minimum requirement, and will provide a
series of IS orientated modules for up to 60 pers. This will make
the individuals more flexible and employable, while offering them
attractive trg and skills for the future.
The SECA course aims to augment the competencies of
successful cardidates and the aspiration is for these individuals
to become the Corps' first Clas$ 2 Comm Sys Engr. Work is
ongoing to develop their opportunities.

On completion of both modules the EW Sys Op will attend C
licence driver trg. On posting to their first unit, EW Sys Ops will
be required to attend PET trg appropriate to EW or ECM/EOD
employment.

preparation , deployment, maint, sustainment and recovery of
comms assets by providing the logistics management to achieve
this. A further update will be provided once the trg solution is
confirmed and all Lines of Development mature enough to
confidently state when and what changes will occur.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
INSTALLATION TECHNICIAN AND ELECTRICIAN
Q1 .

Why do we need to make these changes?

Answer. The changes are being made to meet the changing op
requirements of LAND and the JSSO as well as the demands
driven by the new eqpt programme.
Q2.

When will the changes to trg take place?

The future of the two infrastructure related trades is the focus of
current work within TOT. Studies have begun on examining the
implications of the new generation of Generators due to come
into service, along with the perceived requirement to allow our
Electricians access to trg on power distribution at a higher level
than today.

Wh:n Project Roberts concludes, we will have a better idea of
the 1nfra~tructure requirements of a deployable HQ in terms of
comms infrastructure (Line & Fibre) as well as the associated
power requirements.
Modelling is underway at the moment to determine whether these
~rades should be developed as separate entities, or whether there
is scop~ to merge them into a single infrastructure trade. It is
also b~ing considered whether it will be possible to create a new
supervisory roster for this area, which would allow for the
'.lanning, Installation and Commissioning of a Project to be
incorporated in one trade group.

t?

These requi rements may include raising our current Electrician
requirements to a level more akin to those associated with a
Royal Engineer Electrician.

It is intended
present the results of the Modelling to a TSSG in
Autumn 07, prior to them being briefed to the People Line of
De~elop~ent Steering Group in November 07. Subsequent
actions will be determined by the direction given at those
meetings.
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A/Maj M Brooks .................................... RSS

Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
Lt Col Pl Turner................................... 18 (UKSF) Sig Regt

A/Maj F Nelson ..................................... RSS

The pers will return to their original units once they have
completed trg. It is planned for the first course to begin in
January 08, with each course being 10 weeks in length, catering
for 15 students per course. The trg will take place in Blandford.
Units have already been notified of course details and booking
procedures in a LAND G6 Tasking Order.

Answer. The first Basic Comms Exploitation Course (BCE)
Module 1 will commence at DCCIS in October 07, with the
Module 2 graduating from DCI in March 08.

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Answer. Any Comm Sys Op wishing to apply to become an EW
Sys Op should firstly contact their Chain of Command, who will
refer the individual to the RCMO. The RCMO will then process
the application to Change of Career Employment (CCE). If the
application is successful, the individual will be loaded onto a BCE
Module 1 course at DCCIS. The policy documentation to support
the application should now be at Units.

Capt MS Bentley .................................. 21 Sig Regt (AS)

Capt A Brow n .................................... ... DCSA

Q4.
Ops?

Capt AR Fletc her ... ............................. 22 Sig Regt

Capt RL Clifford ...................................RSS

Capt MA Gilbert ................................... 21 Sig Regt (AS)

Capt LS Crossing ............. ................... 16 Sig Regt

Q1 .

Why is the trg only for Sys Eng Tech Class 2?

Answer. To design a coherent and useful course it was decided
that there had to be a common start standard. Taken together
with the intention of awarding the Comm Sys Engr qualification
and a uniform approach to prior learning and competencies it
was deemed logical to make only one trade roster eligible.
Q2.

Does the course lead to any accreditation?

Answer. This issue has not yet been resolved, but is currently
being investigated.
Q4.

How do I apply for the course?

Answer. Your first point of contact should be through your Line
Manager. Details of course dates and booking procedures have
been sent through the Chain of Command.

ELECTRONIC WARFARE SYSTEMS OPERATOR
The Special Operator trade name was changed on 8 September
06 to Electronic Warfare Systems Operator (EW Sys Op).
Previously the individual had been recruited from the outset at
ACIOs and AFCOs in line with all other CEQs. It was recognised
that this may be too early in a soldier's career. It was also
recognised that amongst the Royal Signals Operator community,
there are a number of soldiers who would make excellent EW Sys
Ops once they had gained some op experience. It was decided
to cover the annual requirement for EW Sys Ops from a mixture
of Direct Entry and Change of Career Employment (CCE) from the
Communication Systems Operator (Comm Sys Op) Career
Employment Group (CEG).
Bowman was seen as providing the ideal platform for the delivery
of underpinning principles and techniques for Comm Sys Ops.
This trg was accepted as being an ideal basis for EW Sys Op
fundamentals trg and they will undertake the same core trg as
Comm Sys Ops. Following the Comm Sys Op core module at
DCCIS, the potential EW Sys Op would start the Basic Comms
Exploitation Course (BCE) Module 1 at DCCIS of 4 weeks
followed by the 15 week Module 2 delivered at DCI, Chicksands.
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Will there be any conversion trg for existing EW Sys

What kind of trg will it be?

Answer. The content of the SECA course will be largely based on
the core module of the current Class 3 IS Engr course, including
Network Hardware, Electronic Messaging, Data Comms, IP, and
LAN/WAN Architecture. The course will culminate in a
consolidation ex to practice the skills and competencies taught
on the course.
Q3.

Q3.
I am currently a Comm Sys Op, how do I apply to
become an EW Sys Op?

Answer. There are no plans to instigate any conversion trg, as
the BCE Modules are an amalgamation of the current FCC/HF
CAST/AHF CAST courses designed to meet the current op
requirements within one bespoke course.
Q5.

What is the pay/rank of a newly qualified EW Sys Op?

Answer. The EW Sys Op will receive the pay and rank
advantages that were awarded to Special Operators (High Band
LCpl at Class 3).
DRIVER LINEMAN AND TECHNICAL SUPPLY SPECIALIST
Following an extensive study, proposals are now being developed
to merge both of these trades into a single Comms Logistics
Specialist roster.
The study had identified that many of the trg requirements of
these rosters had a degree of similarity, which will be catered for
in future trg. Future demands have also been identified , including
additional IT trg and the requirement for pers to possess Fibre
Handling skills to supplement Line skills. These additional skills
will become essential in assisting with the building of deployable
HQs in the field.
Progressive trg , PET, will be designed to be introduced
throughout a career and will be delivered at all levels as required.
This will allow pers to undergo their own development and
consolidate skills before moving onto additional requirements
driven by rank and Job Role within the unit.
Modelling for the amalgamation, in trg terms, has been
completed and approved by the People Line of Development
(PLOD) Steering Committee. The Operational Performance
Statement is currently being created, and will be considered by
the TSSG process this autumn prior to DCCIS developing the trg
solution. It is likely that the new trg will be implemented in 2009.
This is due to the number of factors across all lines of
development that require action throughout 2008.
In addition to the new Class 3 trg, there will be a new Class 1
course. This course is likely to provide a Comms Logistics
Specialist with the skills and knowledge to assist in the
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A/Maj G Pardew ...................................241 Sig Sqn

Capt JC Goldsworthy..........................21 Sig Regt (AS)

Capt CB Hamilton ................................ 22 Sig Regt

Capt R Gorman .................................... HQNI

Capt CJ Heat h ......................................RSS

Capt CR Quinn ..................................... HQ BFFI

Capt J C Heaton ................................... 1O Sig Regt

OFFICERS, MAY 2 007

Capt M Holden ..................................... 16 Sig Regt
Capt PA Leach ...................................... OCE HQ Land
Capt MS Limbrey.................................36 Sig Regt

Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
Lt Col FE Hargreaves ......................... D JT CAP
Maj A Middlet on ................................... Log Div HQ Land

Capt LJ Mason .....................................HQ AC(E) RRC
Capt MC McCorry ................................ CSDC HQ SOinC(A)

Capt CJ Barker..................................... HQ 52 Inf Bde

Capt M Nuttall ...................................... HQ Brunei Gar

Capt PA Buck ley ................................... 7 Sig Regt

Capt IR Piears ...................................... 14 Sig Regt (EW)

Capt C Coat es ....................................... RSS

Capt K Robinson .................................. 16 Sig Regt

Capt TJ Lappin ......................................22 Sig Regt

Capt KS Scaife .....................................HQ UKSC(G)

Capt SE Littlefield ................................ 14 Sig Regt (EW)

Capt MP Townley.................................. 22 Sig Regt

Capt CJ Raynor .....................................DCSA(G)

Capt DP Wilson ..................................... 16 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn

Capt MR Todd ........................................ 1(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt

OFFICERS, AUGUST 2007

JUNE 2007
Name and Rank

Unit to which posted

Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
Lt Col MWG Adams MBE ....................JSCSC

A/Maj SFM Lawes ................................JSSU (GYP)

Lt Col PR Barron MBE ......................... cos HQ SOinC(A)

Capt S Buckley .....................................HQ SOinC(A)

Lt Col MR Complin ............................... HQ DCCIS

Capt JR Coupland ...............................14 Sig Regt (EW)

Lt Col SG Hutchinson MBE ................JSCSC

Capt DL Evans ...................................... 243 Sig Sqn

Lt Col SJ McConnell ............................ JSCSC

Capt JA Fielder.................................... RSS

Lt Col SJ Purser...................................CSDC HQ SOinC(A)

Capt NR Jennings ................................ RSS

A/Lt Col AJ Clewlow MBE .................. JSCSC

Capt JG Simpson ................................ 14 Sig Regt (EW)

A/Lt Col SJ May.................................... HQ 2 Div

Capt SN Smith ...................................... 18 (U KSF) Sig Regt

A/Lt Col KA Townsend ......................... DGISS

Capt PE Stockell ..................................16 Sig Regt

Maj P Bosher......................................... JSCSC

Capt MJR Wakeling .............................. 7 Sig Regt

Maj AD Cathro .......................................JSCSC

Capt SJ Wilson ......................................2 Sig Regt

Maj P Deans .......................................... JSCSC
Maj KV Fowler....................................... 7 Sig Regt

OFFICERS, JULY 2007

Maj AK Herbert ..................................... HQ ARRC

Name and Rank

Maj N McCreedy ................................... .ICG HQ

Unit to which posted

Maj J Duckworth .................................. 011 SACLS

Maj Y Rana ............................................. 11 Sig Bde

Maj P Kendrick ..................................... NATO-JFC N

Maj S Roden ........................................... CSDC HQ SOinC(A)

M
M

Maj D Stapleton .................................... DCI

Maj B Williams ........................................2 Sig Sqn

Maj J Willlams ......................................14 Sig Regt (EW)

Maj DJ Williams .....................................39 Sig Regt
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Maj MR Purves ......................................SRR
A/Maj PA Trethewey.............................DCI

Maj TJ Keates ....................................... DCCIS RSS

Capt CR Anderson ................................ HQ 1 Sig Bde

A/Maj SG Jackson ................................ 31 Sig Regt

Capt JC Barber.....................................2 Sig Regt

A/Maj AJ Rickman ................................CTS DIV HQ Land

Capt OS Bumett ................................... 16 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn

Capt A Higgins ....................................... 2 Sig Regt

Capt AS Cupper....................................7 Sig Regt

Capt ITJ Talbot ...................................... HQ 2 Sig Bde
Capt AS Yates ........................................ 2 Sig Regt

Maj CJ Woodbridge .............................. DCMT

Capt OR Dinnis .................................... DCSA CM OPS PLANS

l __
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FF
- IELD (BATUS)

502 CIS
YofS
BSm
Ops SNCO

Capt MC Duff.........................................3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt
Capt PG Hammonds .............................HQ SOinC(A) COS

Maj Owen Finnie
W02(YofS) Dave Rogers
SSgt Gaz Tiplady
Sgt Ritchie Harris

- by SSgt Gaz Ttplady

Capt DA Haselwood ............................. 7 Sig Regt
Capt CM Hill .........................................39 Sig Regt(V)
Capt AB Lothian ................................... 101 Log Bde HQ & Sig
Sq,•
Capt S Maclaren ................ ................. 15 Sig Regt
Capt WH Mawby ............... ...................... RA

CIS INITIATIVES

AUGUST 2007

Capt AD Rea .......................................... 19 Lt Bde HQ & Sig Sqn

Name and Rank
Downie - Capt PM Downie
Edwards - Maj MR Edwards

Date
05 Aug 07
14 Aug 07

Capt KNL Rhodes ................................. 12 Mech Bde HQ

Erskine - Capt S Erskine

31 Aug 07

Capt M Rouse ......................................... 22 Sig Regt

Kemp - Capt LO Kemp

01 Aug 07

Capt T J Talbot ....................................... 18 (UKSF) Sig Regt

Marshall - Capt LO Marshall

01 Aug 07

Capt GAD Thomas .................................OCE HQ Land

Paton - Capt A Paton
Sutherland - Capt A Sutherland

06 Aug 07

Capt NJ Trengrove ................................TDT HQ SOinC(A)

01 Aug 07

Capt GM Wills ........................................ CSDC HQ SOinC(A)
Lt JEG Barr.............................................ATR PIRBRIGHT

SEPTEMBER 2007

Lt HGP Evans .........................................ATR PIRBRIGHT

Name and Rank

Date

Lt RJ Foster............................................22 Sig Regt

Hewitt - Lt Col B Hewitt

01 Sep 07

Lt SE Hall ............................... .................RSS

Horan - Capt MH Horan

15 Sep 07

Lt MP Hunston ....................................... 1 Mech Bde HQ

Nicklin - Capt RJ Nicklin

30 Sep 07

Plumb - Maj LJ Plumb

05 Sep 07
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Smyth-Roberts - Lt Col MC Smyth-Roberts

14 Sep 07

Watts - Lt Col PJ Watts

03 Sep 07

Whitehead - Lt Col K Whitehead

30 Sep 07

Witcher - Lt SJ Witcher
Wood - Lt Col AJ Wood

28 Sep 07
15 Sep 07

Name and Rank

Unit to which posted

Lt Col GJ McNeill ................................DCSA
A/Lt Col GR Burrows ........................... HQ DISC
Maj WBP Cramer.................................. DCMT

In July we were due to see the AMA Sandhurst visit again but
they have chosen to move to Wainwright leaving us with rare time
off to recover from Exs MED MAN 1 to 3. This gap also allows
serious Cl Planning with 7 Bde to take place and is a welcome air
gap prior to August.

The arrival of SSgt(YofS) Chris Alston from 4 Mech Bde HQ and
Sig Sqn late in April marked the beginning of what has been a
very busy first half of the trg season here. It was the BSM's first
significant Bowman planning challenge, and highlighted the
complexities inherent in the system. Every day since then has
been a school day and with over 800 vehs and 1200 soldiers
eager to work the platforms and eqpt hard on the Prairie there
have been some pretty long days in the "classroom".
For 2007, BATUS progressed its trg opportunities and shifted
ownership of the Bowman Cl Plan to the exercising formations.
Needless to say, merging the already large 4 Bde Cl Plan to the
Range Safety Control Group (RSCG) slice caused much itching of
wigs, and consultation with our System Support Team (SS1) lead
by SSgt Mac MacDonald. It also took the odd phone call to
fellow BSMs, but after over 42 hrs worth of solid merging and
tweaking, the Cl Plan was ready and the initialisation and
subsequent PACEX went almost without a hiccup.
Always eager to improve the way trg is conducted at BATUS, the
G6 team masterminded by W02(YofS) Dave Rogers (or is it
FofS?) have transformed the old building 58 out on EXCON hill to
a fully fitted LOCON design. The requirement was born out of the
planned Formation Level Trg event but the design is modular so
the facility can be used for a variety of other tasks. Comd
BATUS, Col PDP Hankinson MBE officially opened the LOCON
building; accepting it from S02 CIS Maj Owen Finnie on 22 May
with celebratory tea and cakes.

This season a number of CIS initiatives are being developed to
improve BG trg and the small G6 team at BATUS have been
working hard to put these in place. For the BG A2 echelon,
GLOBAL (in the field) is being provided via a microwave link that
terminates at EXCON and then is routed over the RU to UK then
back to BATUS and to 105 Log Sp Sqn. This link is successful to
2 of the 3 locations on the Prairie and a plan to move the
microwave antenna at EXCON is being staffed to provide better
coverage for the second half of the season. UNICOM (out of
barracks) is also a new introduction to BATUS this trg season.
This also is working out of A2 echelon and is provided over a
satcom link. Early indications are that these 2 initiatives are
providing excellent trg value for troops and are working well.
BATUS are providing sp to 4 Bde during the first half of the trg
season and it is the first year that BATUS has produced a merged
Bowman Cl Plan rather than the previous BATUS created generic
Cl Plan. This provides better trg value for units before they arrive
at BATUS, as they conduct the pre-deployment Cl Plan writing
and liaison. It also trains the Bde Sig Sqn, who control much of
the Cl Plan co-ordination. There have been some lessons learnt
from 4 Bde trg at BATUS and these are being passed on to 7 Bde
who will train units in the second half of the ex season.
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to SSgt Gaz Tiplady and Karley who have an
addition to the family, a baby boy, Charlie. Mother and baby are
both doing well and SSgt Tiplady managed to
swerve the late night frantic CIS planning prior to the
start of Ex MEDICINE MAN 1, whilst on paternity
leave. There will be plenty of time for payback
during the rest of the season! Congratulations also
go to W02(YofS) Dave Rogers who was awarded
his Long Service and Good Conduct Medal by Brig
NJ Caplin (late AAC).

ARMY TRAINING PIRBRIGHT
ARMY
INFILTRATING PIRBRIGHT

oc
SSM

Maj BOD Howarth
W02(SSM) P Millington

To facilitate the steady flow of adult-entry recruits into the Corps,
97 (Duchess of Kent) Sqn RLC has been taken out of mothballs
and reformed with Royal Signals staff. The new Royal Signals Trg
Sqn at ATR Pirbright welcomed its first recruits on 25 June and
will be at full strength (5 Tps) from 20 August. Our genesis
coincides with the demise of 1 (Trg) Sqn at ATR Uchfield. When
that Sqn has its final pass-out on 18 April 08, we will then take on
their title, continuing the trg tradition.
Under the banner of the RLC, we have been slightly constrained
in giving Pirbright full exposure to the Corps. The Jimmy is,
however, steadily appearing across the Regt on notice boards, Tshirts and flags and the SHQ is festooned with an interesting
blend of RLC and Royal Signals property. The ATR does after all,
have 2 other RLC Sqns and an RLC RSM.
Starting a Sqn afresh has not been without its challenges and
much credit goes to the advance element of the Permanent Staff,
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NEWS FROM THE TEMPORARY STAFF

ARMY

The temporary staff for the first half of the trg season
came from 204 Sig Sqn and also from across HQ
LAND. The LAND temporary staff are Cpl Mick
Qualtrough from 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt, Cpl Andy
Martin from 30 Sig Regt, Cpl Caerwyn Makepeace
from 38 Sig Regt and Cpl Chris Nichol from 7 Sig
Regt.

both in SHQ and the first Tps, for their efforts in setting up the
lines. Having brand new offices and SLAM blocks for the recruits
has been excellent. Starting with no telephones or IT
infrastructure has been less excellent. The first wave of
Permanent Staff arrived as early as April and was farmed out to
other sub-units to gain experience of the ATR and CMS(R)
process. The SHQ had just 3 weeks to get up and running before
the first Tp arrived and for half of that the OC was still in Iraq.
For many of the staff arriving later, the Sqn formation has been a
real baptism of fire as they arrived the same day the recruits did.
The way they have risen to the challenge with a highly
professional approach is a credit to their various cap badges.
Key to the whole process has been ensuring that the quality of trg
for recruits did not suffer.

Under the guidance of the BATUS permanent staff,
YofS Dave Rogers and the Admin SNCO, Richie
Harris, the intense trg for what must be a contender
for 'The busiest Ops Room in the British Army',
began in earnest. 204 Sig Sqn provided a total of 13
pers, of whom 9 would make up shifts for the Ops
Room and 4 make up the RAB crews, 2 per
detachment.

The Sqn is about to receive its fifth intake of recruits, taking the
Sqn strength up to nearly 300. It has been an incredibly busy
couple of months, but the worst is now over (we hope!). We are
looking forward to settling into the trg routine alongside the rest
of the Regt. In addition to a brief welcome to all staff, there is
already a farewell. Lt Mark Clayden RIFLES is leaving at the end
of this CMS(R) to go to ATR Winchester. His cheeky sense of
humour and self-professed 'awesome drill' will be sorely missed.

The running of the BATUS Ops Room really is a team
effort, and part of that team includes the Bowman
System Manager, SSgt Tiplady, who really has an
unenviable task on his hands, supported by the App
Specs who should receive an honourable mention:
Sgt Jackson from 101 Log Bde and Kgn Mattocks
who was kindly loaned by 1 LANCS after they had
completed MM1 .
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Formal Opening of the LOCON building by Maj Finnie, S02 CIS and Col
Hankinson MBE, Comd BATUS
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OPERATION OUTLOOK - by Sig Haynes 57 Sig Sqn
The text on my phone read "If you are available, can you be on 2
hours notice to move due to flooding in Gloucester (no duff)" I
was convinced it had to be "DUFF" until I noticed it was from my
Tp Comd.

During one of the briefs given by the Chief of Staff, it was very
interesting to listen to the information he was giving the other
officers knowing that it had been passed through us just
moments before. It was great that this was a real op and not just

Upon looking though the list of the fallen , Maj Keily spotted
something of interest. " Look Sig Salt, a 38 year old private .. .you
won't be the only one!"
We would like to thank Capt 'Daz' Sheerin, who was our
battlefield guide for t he trip, for a fun and informative account of
the conflicts in the area.

For the past few years, a few member of the Regt have gone
forth to compete in one of the Army's hardest races. This year the
team was under new management with Sgt Dave Durrans taking
the team to compete in Ex ENDURING HELP. The race is one of
the Army's charity events to raise as much money for the Army
Benevolent Fund and in May 2007 over £13,000 was raised.

an ex.
The event is over a 24 hr period, where 4 motocross riders take
turns in racing their Harley Davidson across an 8 mile cross
country circuit. The start of the race begins with a Le Mans style
start, which LCpl Dan Wall was nominated for by the rest of the
team, mainly because nobody else could be bothered to run to
the bike.

That evening 4 of us from my Tp spent 6 hou-s preparing all our
assets for immediate deployment before going back home and
waiting for 'the call'! When my Tp Comd did call, he was already
in Gloucester and asked if I was still available, to which I said yes.
Four hours later 8 of us were on the motorway ready to integrate
with the Gloucester Police, providing comms sp for their Gold HQ
for the whole of the area, during what turned out to a huge relief
operation.
On arrival we quickly set up and manned various eqpt, taking
over from some RN operators. Straight away I realised it was the
busiest net I have ever worked. Two of us were control, listening
to an extensive mil net, plus a civilian police net and landlines.
Passing messages between the net and the many officers around
us and responsible for handing out handsets to people going out
onto the ground and adding them to the net diagram and
updating the c omms board with new data as it came in. The sp
we provided helped 43 (Wessex} Bde to comd and control mil
assets involved.

REGIM ENTAL MOTORCYCLE ENDURANCE TEAM
- by Sgt Dave Durrans

Ten ~ours into the race Sig ' Mongo' Holmes pulled into the pits
a~d informed the team that there was a knocking sound from the
bike but after not hearing the sound, LCpl Hue Bennett powered
off down the pit lane to complete a few laps.
As it turned out the front suspension, after been hammered
around the circuit, had given up already. There was nothing the
team could do as we had no spare front suspension forks. Sig
Holr:nes pulled in with a rear puncture. The team got straight into
getting the rear wheel off and replacing it with the other spare
and within mins, he was off again but only to be back one lap
later with another. After brief comments of "you're a c homp", the
wheel was fixed once again. LCpl Wall came in after what
seemed to take a while for him to get round the c ircuit. He pulled
in clutching his side and told us he had just come off and
someone had ridden over him.

Sig Haynes manning the Brigade Airwave net

Only a couple of hours had gone by and we had about 3hrs left
of the race and low and behold the bike struggled to the pits!
Luckily the 24hrs were soon up and we had completed the
exhausting race and the bike was still purring like a kitten but
with bits missing. If anyone finds a side panel it's ours.

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col CSK Paterson
W01 (RSM) G McGachy

With the Army's op tempo being so high, 1 (UK} Armd Div HQ &
Sig Regt have been busy supporting ops, trg, Bowmanisation and
looking after the families here in Herford . There has still been
time to squeeze in plenty of sport and other activities and the
Regt has had a lot of success as you can see from the articles
below.
It seems t hat it is the posting season for officers, and there has
been a massive turn around of people. We said goodbye this
month to the Regtl 21C, Maj Barry Spiers and welcome his
replacement, Maj Mark Schofield from 16 Sig Regt. Maj Gary
Stoker MBE leaves HQ Sqn in the capable hands of Maj Rick
Manning and we'd like to congratulate Maj Tony Farrow MBE
on his promotion and imminent posting. Maj Jason Gray was
sent packing to Sierra Leone for a year, and Maj Lee Keily leaves
us soon for ICSC. Moving down the food chain, we say goodbye
to Capt Lucy Potter, Lt Hugo Evans, Lt Marie Hunston, and Lt
Tom Gardner.
201 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj L Keily
W02(SSM) RD Heynes

was set out with the aim of select ing the 2007 Lanyard Trophy
Team. There were teams selected by each of the 4 sqns, made
up of 3 men or 3 women. Each team had to carry 18kg once
their entire kit list was packed , plus water and food necessary to
get the individual around the challenging course. The teams were
broken down into equal ability and given a letter of the alphabet
and told to be at the start at certain t imes.
At the start there was an initial brief from W02(QMSI) Fergerson
and then each group of sqn teams were set off. The route across
the courses was very challenging with 4 big hills, the first being
the worst and not even a mile ioto the route and a good mile long
as well. After the initial shock, nothing else came as much of a
surprise to the teams. The average team t ime was 2 hrs and 10
mins. The winning team of Maj Keily, Sgt Skene and LCpl
Seivwright all 201 Sig Sqn , did it in 1 hr and 38 mins.
EXERCISE PREMIER DISCOVERY - by Sig Appleton
From 8th to the 12th of June, 17 all ranks from 201 Sig Sqn
travelled to Ypres to begin what was to be a hugely enjoyable,
and humbling, battlefield tour. On the first night, the groupmet at
The Menin Gate and watched the changing of the guard and the
issuing of the new bugles.
Dressed in No 2 SD, 4 of the party led by Maj Keily, laid a wreath
on behalf of the Regt.

Sig Appleton at the Somme memorial
REGIMENTAL INTER-SQUADRON SWIMMING COMPETITION
- by Sig Emma Dempsey
Summer time has come around once again, and the InterSquadron Swimming Competition was approaching. The Sqns
took time to prepare themselves by carrying out time trials to find
their best swimmers. Sgt Dave Durrans headed up the male
team and Sig Emma Dempsey headed up the female team for
201 Sig Sqn.
After several weeks of trg and trying to find the best swimmers,
the competition was just around the corner. The opening race
was the 50m freestyle which Cpl Chris Kaminski took with a O.7
sec win, followed Sig Dempsey with her great victory in the 50m
freestyle, taking the win by over 2 secs.
The Team Captain, Sgt Durrans was up next with the 1OOm
freestyle and made it another win for 201 , beating his rivals by
19.5 secs. If you thought that was amazing, Sig Davis slowly
made his way to the pool side on his crutches to race the 1OOm
backstroke. His rivals smiled with joy as they thought 201
cou!dn 't win this race. The gun went off and off they went,
straight away Sig Davis took the lead and won his race by 44
secs.

INTER SQUADRON 10 MILE MARCH - by Sig 'Dog' Barker
On 23 May, members of the Regt took part in a 10 mile lnter-Sqn
march around the local woodland area of Herford. The course
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Over the course of the tour the party visited many of the major
battlegrounds and sites of historic interest and came to
appreciate the massive scale of the conflict in this area.
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After. the 14 races 201 Sig Sqn had won 13 of them and come
2nd in the other. What an amazing victory for the team and the
Sqn.
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Sgt Durrans making a daring jump on Ex ENDURING HELP
211 SIGNAL SQUADRON
Maj GJ Oliver
OC
SSM
W02(SSM) D Churchward
BA(G) MAJOR UNITS SOCCER FINAL - by Sig 'Al' Murray
The final game of the domestic season between 32 Regt RE and
1 (UK} Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt was to be a build up to the major
unit final. We went into the match knowing a draw would be
good enough to be crowned champions. In the ?2nd minute, the
Sappers were in the lead by 1 - 0, after a goal against the run of
play. After a searching run through the heart of the defence, LCpl
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Taylor was brought down in the area resulting in a last gasp
lifeline for us. The guys on the touchline couldn't look as Sig "Al"
Murray raced towards the penalty spot to slot the ball home for a
1 - 1 draw. The Championship was ours.
Our attention was soon dra.m to the upcoming semi-finals of the
BA(G) Cup, where we were tirawn against the Rifles. After a hard
earned victory, the boys were over the moon and all eyes where
now fixed on the Cup Final and the last garr.•1 of the 2007
season.
The start of the build up week had begun with a strong and
vigorous team talk from the unsung hero of the team, our coach
SSgt Quilter. He had drawn up a trg programme to get us in tip
top shape for the battle we were about to commence.
After the final days preparation, the boys sat down and were
greeted with the usual figure of SSgt Harrison , also known by
other names which cannot be printed if 1want a place in next
year's team. The final team talk was brief, because if you needed
gearing up for the final you shouldn't be in the team.
The first faces I saw the day were of the 2 main characters of the
season, SSgt Quilter and SSgt Harrison who gave us a look,
saying that this was our chance. For the first time in the season
the burger van was avoided and the guys headed straight for the
changing rooms. We sat there knowing what was coming - a
speech from SSgt Quilter and the nod of agreement from us.
Sitting to my right was captain of the team, LCpl Clibbery, who
as usual was shouting come on Murray in my ear.

212 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj AJ Gray
W02(SSM) S McGuckien

HERFORD STATION SUMMER FAIR 2007 - by Capt Russ
Moody
Planning for this year's Summer Fair started back in December
when J was given this report enhancing task. A year as Team
Captain of the White Helmets meant ~hat I'd seen coun.tless
summer fairs, so I had a pretty good idea of what was 1n store.
Before I knew it, the 30th of June was just on the doorstep and I
was being barraged with requests by phone and email.
Jt hadn't stopped raining during the preceding 2 weeks and a
march by Right Wing Extremists in the town centre threatened
closure of the event. Not to be deterred , the planning
commenced and the day before saw a huge work party from 212
Sig Sqn busily preparing the sports pitches for the event. The
Sqn is no stranger to putting tents up, and it was a nice change
not to be in webbing and helmets while doing so. The largest of
these erections was for the ladies from SSAFA, who were the only
non military group to tum up on the admin day. Their hard work
showed and the tent looked great with lots of effort going in to
the bunting. My cries for all vehs to stick to the outside of the
pitches were heeded by all until (due to a translational error) the
Herforder Beer Jorry decided to drive across the middle squishy
part of the pitch. The next 3 hrs were spent trying to pull it out
with 4 ton trucks to no avail before giving way to help from the

As the team was called out by the gaffer, we all sat there, ears
pinned back and aching for a number on the pitch. The team was
announced and we were out on the pitch in a flash, trying to
shake off the nerves.
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With the last few bills to pay, and the last few credits coming in,
we're not in a position to announce the final profits, but I'm sure
the next issue of The Wire will have a nice picture of us with
some big cheques. Thanks to all who assisted in the running of
the event and we look forward to an equally successful summer
fair next year.

SSM

Maj RP Manning
W02(SSM) DJ Brodie

EXERCISE PINK RHINO - by Cpl Ricky Curran
Ex PINK RHINO is an annual activity, traditional hosted by the
Regtl Trg Wing. The aim of the ex is to provide the opportunity
for the spouses of serving soldiers within Herford Station to
experience life outside of their normal comfort zone. This year
the task of organising the ex fell to the SSM HQ Sqn, W02(SSM)
'Spatz' Brodie who, in typical fashion, hadn't yet arrived in the
unit! Subsequently the Regtl Trg Wing began the booking and
planning process under the control of the Regtl Trg Officer, W01
Ken Smith .

After a barrage of shouting from the coach, and then a word of
encouragement, the door was flung open and we were back to
the safety of the pitch. The words sunk in however and the guys
were straight into the thick of it, completely dominating from the
whistle.

What doesn't kill us makes us stronger and we will be back
stronger than ever to retain our championship and clinching the
cup title along the way. See you next season.

Not surprisingly, the best attended stand was the Herforder Beer
Trailer, which played a huge part in bolstering our profit. SSgt
Dave Wheeler did a sterling job in running the beer stand and
the Sqn Tug-of-War Team. He was ably assisted at all times by
SSgt 'Tez' Blakely and W02 (SSM) McGuckien, (his skill in
propping up the bar was surely the saviour of the allegedly
unsound trailer construction).

oc

Later on in the first half, 32 Regt missed an open goal and I
remember thinking to myself we have a chance here; this is ours.
When the referee blew the half time whistle, half of me didn't
want to go into the changing room as I knew what was coming.

The penalty was excellently taken, the game was over, and our
morale was low. After all that we had gone through and the trg
we had done, it was heart aching to have it taken away in a split
second.

As if the arena displays were not enough, the rest of the Regt
provided plenty of entertainment around the fair. 201 Sig Sqn
fielded their always successful 'Soak Your Boss' as well as pony
rides and a paintball range. 211 Sig Sqn's battle ships game
went down well with the more piratical children and 212 Sig Sqn's
Golf Challenge and Beat the Keeper brought a sporting slant to
the entertainment. HQ Sqn pulled out all of the stops, providing
stands from the Regtl Restaurant, TM Tp, the LAD, and the Gym.

HQ SQUADRON

The coin was tossed, 32 Regt won and decided to kick off. Both
teams were extremely nervous. A few mins into the game,
disaster struck as the 32 Regt striker ripped through our defence
and buried a shot past Sig 'Aitch' Aitchinson.

Midway through the second half, I picked the ball up midway in
my half and ran through to their half before slipping a ball through
to Cpl Moffett who rounded the keeper before releasing a shot,
which was converted by Sig Bryce, who fired home the equaliser.
After a few dodgy and heated challenges, we were pressing for
the killer blow. After winning a comer, the guys went up with me
sitting on the edge of the box for any scraps. After a huge
clearance from the 32 Regt back line, I turned to my horror to see
a one-on-one situation. As I sprinted back, the striker had beaten
Clibbs and I was right there to make the challenge, when bad
luck struck again. As I slid in to make a game saving challenge
and win the ball, there was a delayed "fall" by the striker and the
penalty was given. This sparked outrage. I myself had never
been as angry as I was at that time, not with myself, but with the
man in black.

We were lucky to have a packed arena program and the weather
brought pretty big crowds. We were entertained by a local
German oompah band called 'Alte Kameraden ' and had a
fantastic marching display by the REME band. The audience
participation dog obedience show went down a treat, and the
arena shows were punctuated with sirens blaring from the RMP
and the German Fire Brigade chip pan fire demonstration. Sgt
Dave Rycroft ran a successful Tug-of-War demonstration
competition, kindly refereed by SSgt Lee O'Dwyer from HQ
ARRC, which was finally won by HQ Sqn.

YofS Jim Richards attempts to pull the stuck Herforder truck off
the sports pitch
REME. Needless to say that 20 mins with a Foden and some not
quite textbook recovery methods, saw the Herforder Truck on its
way to freedom. With the pitches clear, we finished the
preparation and called it a day.
The old adage that no plan survives contact with the enemy was
proven true once again. The rain was still teeming down as the
fatigue party turned up for the last minute admin on the day. The
floor plan was thrown out of the window as soon as the first fast
food truck got stuck, and the majority of the set up time was
spent pushing vehicles around the pitches. Minutes before the
gate opened, the heavens cleared and the rain stopped. Slowly
the stands opened, and the fete filled up with families of serving
soldiers and local Germans.
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It was on a rainy 23rd June that the Sect DS consisting of Cpl
Ricky Curran, Cpl Tony Crutchley and Cpl 'Dusty' Miller waited
with baited breath to see how many (if any) would leave the
comfort of their centrally heated kitchens or abandon planned
shopping excursions to experience life at the sharp end. Slowly
at first, then increasing rapidly, cars began stopping outside the
Wing, discharging wives at a frighteningly alarming rate. Some
cars didn't even come to a full stop! A screech of tyres, a flash of
break lights and another wife would come tumbling onto the
pavement, as her husband roared off down the road giggling to
himself! Mention must go to Sgt 'Paddy' Henderson of HQ Sqn
who doggedly signed his wife Babs up 3 times for the ex despite
the fact that she was adamant that she did not want to attend!
The atmosphere was muted at first but in true Army Wife
tradition, it was only a matter of seconds before everyone knew
everyone else and the nattering began. Once order had been
restored, the ladies were broken down into their 3 sects before
~oving to Schwarzenmoor ranges for the first activity of the day,
Live Firing! Ably assisted by SSgt Don Garner, Sgt Jim Lidell
and Sgt Kerry O'Connor, the Sect DS took the ladies through a
familiarisation shoot on the 5.56mm Rifle and LSW. It was only
w~en they got to the 9mm Pistol range that things got slightly
hairy but thanks to the 3 to 1 safety supervision (and a fair bit of
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coaching) some really good results were seen by the majonty of
the firers.
Immediately following the range activity, the ladies were
transported to Gut Wickreide Trg Area where they received
instruction in a number of mil skills, including patrol shelter
construction, admin and feeding in the field, camouflage and
concealment and a practical stalk.
Late in the afternoon, the ladies were sent away to their individual
sect areas to construct their accn for the night and cook some
well deserved scoff! It was at this point that someone noticed
that the wife of the 21C of HQ Sqn had been kitted out with eqpt
from the Imperial War Museum! Some of the serving soldiers
present had never before seen the old style poncho and '58
sleeping bag . When asked, Mrs Sharon Reid said that her
husband 'Jock' had refused to give her any of his 'Guccis'!
At about 2230hrs, the ladies were sent to bed despite their
reluctance to get their heads down. Someone had convinced
them that they would be getting 'bugged out' in the early hours of
the morning and they couldn't see the point of going to bed . At
about 0400hrs, the DS were awoken by the sound of a woman
screaming. She had just seen, wait for it, a mouse! Knowing that
such a terrible creature was roaming the woods the ladies
decided that it would be a good time to get up and start cooking
breakfast (shame they don't do it when they're at home eh lads?).
The morning activities started with a driver trg stand run by Cpl
Paul Hole and Pte Williarns where the ideas was to guide a Land
Rover around an obstacle route using only hand signals. The
ladies did really well and thankfully no pers or eqpt were
damaged. Once the stand was complete, the ladies were ferried
back to Herford where they met up with the Regt 2JC and OC HQ
Sqn. Moving to the gym in Harewood Barracks, they were met
by Cpl Tony Crutchley who then spent a good hour teaching the
rudiments of unarmed combat.
The session would not have been complete without a game of
good old fashioned British Bulldog which was enthusiastically
conducted by all those present.
Overall all those who attended the weekend had a fantastic time
with many promises to attend again next year. The enthusiasm of
all the ladies made it a pleasure to be involved in the ex and all
the DS have volunteered to help out again next year. All we need
to do now is double the attendance from 28 to 56!
BA(G) TUG-OF-WAR - by SSgt Philip Korba
TheBA(G) Tug-of-War competition was hosted by 3 RHA at
Trenchard Lines in Hohne on 20 June, an annual event open to all
units serving within BA(G).
At 0800hrs, all of the teams from the units taking part in the
competition started to arrive at 3 RHA gym for the team weigh in.
After all the lessons learnt at the Morrison Cup Germany and
Morrison Cup UK competitions, the weigh in for the Regt went
pretty smoothly and we were able to field a 600kg team, a 640kg
team and a pie eating 680kg male team. The ladies were able to
field a lot slimmer but not as attractive 520kg team and a 560kg
team.
After the weigh in the teams could finally go and get some food,
so off we went to the NAAFI in true gut busting style. Following
our big breakfast we all made our way over to Tug of War Arena
where we found out the pulling order for the day. After a short
and sharp warm up the ladies 520kg teams were on. The final pull
saw 3 RHA against 1 (UK) Armd Div '-IQ & Sig Regt. After a
gargantuan first pull of around 7 mins, the Regt took the end.
Second end was also as entertaining and again saw us as
winners and therefore 520kg female BA(G)champions.
No rest for the wicked, and after a short rest, the girls were on
again this time in the form of the 560kg team. Again the ladies
put in a fantastic performance making it through to yet another
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final again against 3 AHA. After another nail biting final the Regt
emerged as winners beating 3 AHA two ends to one and they
were crowned the 560kg Female 8A(G) Champions.
Now it was the guys turn, starting off with the 600kg weight
category. Trying not to be out done by the girls, the boys put
everything into their pulls and ended up in the final against 3
AHA. After a hard fought contest, 3 AHA emerged as victors and
we deserved the silver medal.
Onto the lardy 680kg weight class and by the look of the size of
some of the guys on the other teams, you could see it was going
to be a very hard weight class to win, the Highlanders looking
particularly big and very scary. After shedding blood, copious
amounts of sweat and tears the Regt made it through to the final
against 3 AHA again. The final was a painful experience for both

teams on the rope but this time we came out as eventual winners
and Male 680kg BA(G) Champions.
The final weight class of the day saw the guys in the 640kg
weight division . This is the weight that everybody wanted to win.
On went a very tired lads team but again did themselves proud
and made it through to another final, again against? You guessed
it 3 AHA. This was by far the hardest pull of the day and the pulls
seemed never-ending. The eventual victors and Male 640Kg
BA(G) Champions were 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt.
With all these fantastic and surprising resu lts we had qualified to
take part in the Army Tug-of-War championships which were to
be held in July. So after a very enjoyable day's work all involved
then wrestled the Route 2 back to Herford, looking forward to
Aldershot and the Army Championships.

2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
214 SIGNAL SQUADRON
July has seen us bid farewell to W02(SSM) Ogg as he leaves to
take up his new post at Edinburgh UOTC. Since his departure,
oddly enough, the NATO Unclassified machine has been available
for use by all and sundry, although EBay has sent a letter of
condolence as their sales have plummeted through the loss of
the resident ' purchasing officer'.

Another hard fought event in the sporting calendar was the
Multinational Tug-of-War competition. There was a highly
competitive field featuring the steroid chomping US team, all
possessing the physical prowess of fully laden lorries! However
the KAF Tp big guns were out in force, featuring our very own Sig
'Boyo' Roscoe , LCpl 'Dozer' Glendining , LCpl 'Greg' Musto,
Sig 'Wilko' Wilkinson and Sig Hill. The boys destroyed the field
with a win being secured with sheer brute strength and technical
ability. Well done.

The new Foreman, W02(FofS) Sanderson has already
made a big impact on the Sqn, especially when it comes
to the traditional arguments with the Yeoman, W02(YofS)
Mitchell. Happy to put an end to the argument of who is
the most senior, the FofS is always happy to reveal that
the FofS course is double the length of the YofS
attendance course! Congratulations to Sgt Macpherson
and Cpl Glennard who have been granted Special Acting
rank for the tour.

Next up on 29 June was the 5km Combat Cancer Run. Taking
part on behalf of KAF Tp were LCpl 'Greg' Musto and Sig 'Kim'
Clements; they both made a valiant effort for an extremely good
cause, although a special mention must go to Sig Clements for
raising over $300!
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Cpl Christian Glennard deserves a special mention for his efforts
in capturing the US flag on Independence Day, ably assisted by
his elite team up at Qalat, namely LCpl 'Apollo' Creed, LCpl
'Eugene' Scully, Sig 'Zippy' Chuck and Sig 'Roy' Doherty. The
guys managed to defend it until the Comd at Qalat, US Army Maj
Clay, grudgingly turned up to negotiate its release and return at
0500hrs. Well done to all involved!

Once all the stores were unloaded, the teachers somehow
managed to get all the small children from the school into some
sort of queue then we started to hand out the toys to them. The
queue didn't last long and just turned into a mass of what
seemed to be never ending children coming from all angles. After
all the toys were handed out, we managed to get a few photos
before it was time to head back into camp. It was a very worth
while experience, not only to get a chance to do a patrol but to
help the local community. The children seemed very appreciative
of us being there; they always had smiles on their faces and were
very grateful for the gifts we gave them.

Back at Kandahar, Sp Tp continues its relentless mission to
provide effective mattress support to the HQ and has stood
resolute against the flood of dubious requests, especially those
which bear the immortal phrase 'It's for the General! '
On a lighter note, everyone has been keen to get involved with
all manner of activities, away from the day-to-day grind; such as
LCpl Tom Whitehead's very successful Dodgeball competition
in which the RLC Force Protection Tp thrashed us! All those
that took part in the SSM 's 'Kandahar Superstar' competition, a
10-event gym thrashing, did well with a special mention going to
LCpl 'Machine' Richardson who came 1st in a very hard
fought contest.

KABUL SUPPORT GROUP

co
SSM

Lt Col Keates
W02(SSM) Scarrott

GHARIB GHAR FOOT PATROL - 6 JULY 07
- by Ctn Jones REME

VISIT TO KHUJAH RAWASH SECONDARY SCHOOL - 23
JUNE 07 - by Sig 'Joe ' Dennis

KAF TROOP, 214 SIGNAL SQUADRON
- by LCpl Uttlehales

First up was the Corps birthday and to celebrate, a Juniors
versus Seniors football match was organised . A closely fought
battle was expected but we were all treated to a feast of
footballing talent by Cpl Sanjay and Sig 'Taff' Moore. The
crowed ooh'd and ahh'd as the dribbling, passing and shooting
skills of the Juniors team kept the Seniors on the back foot. Not
even the legendary talents of the OC, Maj Matt Graham, who
surprised everyone, SSgt 'Pete' Mason and SSgt 'Q' Murphy
could halt the onslaught. Despite their efforts, the champagne
moment of the game occurred when Sgt 'Steve' Armstrong was
left dazzled and amazed as the ball, travelling with all the ferocity
of a falling feather, rolled into his net, as his feet became glued to
the spot. The game finished with the Juniors winning 1 - 0.

Reaching the halfway point in the tour, we have had to say an
early goodbye to a the Tp OC, Lt Dave Marcham, who has been
released, to become Tp OC on Op VERITAS, in slightly-lesssunny Tampa, Florida. Following his departure, Lt Mike Gray has
taken over the majority of Deployable Tp with the exception of
the FAT, who have taken a side-step into KAF Tp under Lt 'Joey'
Copeland, where they continue to capitalise on their skills
making TV aerials, amongst other things. The SSTs (under Sgt
Riley and Cpls 'Tug' Bentley, 'Jackie' Charlton and Christian
Glennard) and Comd Tac Team (Sgt Jim McGrory) remain under
the Dep Tp banner and so far have received nothing but praise
for all their hard work.

lessons, their eyes were straying towards us with smiles on their
faces, possibly wondering what we were doing there. The SSM
gave the call to bring the stores truck in but then the next hitch to
the mission happened. The OAF was stuck in first gear and
couldn't reverse up to the school as planned - good job we had
Cpl Mellon on stand by with the wrecker. So the famous Army
saying 'adapt and overcome' was applied and we unloaded the
wagon from the side of the road and quickly manhandled the
stores into the school yard, much to the interest of the people
hanging around outside the school gates.

Life in theatre continues at a steady pace and with R&R to look
forward to, as well as the countdown to the end of tour, morale
remains high.

The R&R plot is well and truly underway now, with a
number of folk managing to escape Kandahar for a couple
of weeks of loafing, or in a number of cases, trips to the
US to see other-halves.

Kandahar Tp, currently deployed as the Regional
Command (South) HQ's Servicedesk on Op HERRICK,
continue in their quest to improve the quality of NATO
services within the HQ and AOR. Now half way through
their tour however, the opportunities for activities outside of work
have provided a well needed and deserved break.

DEPLOYABLE/SUPPORT TROOP - Lt Gray

The mighty tug of war team
Our final big sporting event of the month was the SSM's leaving
present to the Sqn, a controversial 'Superstars' Competition!
With all of KAF Tp taking part, the opportunity to see who was
the fittest in the Tp was clearly apparent and those who hadn't
been going to the gym in their time off couldn't hide. After all the
pain and sweat, it was revealed that Cpl Al Young was the
Servicedesk champion followed by LCpl Musto in 2nd place. Lt
Copeland was 3rd but a shock to all was Sig Clements beating
the majority to come 5th. Upon hearing the news that Sig
Clements was beating everyone, LCpl Roberson , who had
pulled out of the competition due to almost collapsing ,
proceeded to have another go and failed miserably coming just
short at 6th.
Last but not least, we need to say goodbye to Sgt Wood, who is
to return to 14 Sig Regt and Sgt Richards, who returns to 30 Sig
Regt. Thank you for all your help. We also have to say goodbye
to SSgt Mason who is posted to 33 Sig Regt M- Thank you all
for your contributions and for helping make it a successful tour
thus far. In return, we welcome, Sgt 'Evo' Evans from 14 Sig
Regt, who has recently arrived to rejuvenate the Service desk.
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On the morning of Saturday 23 June 2007, myself along with 5
other members of KSU, W02 (RAWO) 'John' Myles, LCpl
Brooks (Wksps), Sig Burton (MT) and Sig 'Mike' Lowrie
(COMMCEN), were given a mission. The mission , under the
comd of W02(SSM) 'Jasper' Scarrott, was to patrol to Khujah
Rawash Secondary School and drop off some supplies which
included toys, books, writing eqpt etc.
Khujah Rawash School Is on the North Western corner of Camp
Souter approximately 800m away. There are 58 teachers
employed to teach 1700 children, 900 girls and 800 boys. This is
a massive achievement on their part especially given the lack of
facilities and the small size of the school. The classrooms are
outside in tented accn that is in a very poor state. At 0800hrs,
Orders were given by the SSM , we collected our wpns and eqpt
and moved to the guardroom to liaise with Sgt 'Peanut' Jordan
from the Kabul Protection Company (KPC). We went through
rehearsals and introduced ourselves to the rest of the multiple we
would be patrolling with before moving off. Sig Burton, who
happens to be the smallest man in KSU volunteered his services
to carry the heaviest piece of ECM eqpt.
The successful climbers of Gharib Ghag
We arrived at the school and as the patrol checked the area, the
SSM moved into the school to meet the headmaster, who for
obvious reasons didn't know we were coming but was more than
happy with us being there. As we walked around the school
doing our checks we saw most of the children who were in
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It was a 0300hrs start on the morning of 6 July, with several
people desperately trying not to cut themselves shaving at such
an unsociable hour. With breakfast inside everyone and
eventually waking up to the warm morning in Kabul, people were
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now finally realising what was in store for them that day. They had
all volunteered to climb a mountain in the north of Kabul named
Gharib Ghar.
Once outside the MT Offices, everyone loaded up into 4 Saxons
which drove us down to the base of the mountain, where they
would begin the journey to the top, some 2262 ft high. It was a
steep climb which was led by myself and Sig 'H' Harris with 24
others taking part. The climb to the top took around 50 mins,
including stops for the posers amongst us and for everyone to
look at the amazing views. The mountain itself is a hostile place
to climb, with jagged rocks sticking out, loose rocks underfoot
and the constant threat of falling rubble from people climbing in
front of you.
Once at the summit everyone rested for a little while, taking in the
amazing views of Kabul (it was a clear day and you could see for
miles!). It was a fantastic thing to accomplish, and well done to
everyone who came. Once all the photos had been taken, and
the water was on board, it was time for the descent. This was
done in under half the time but more noticeably the loose rocks
underfoot were even worse now, and it felt even more
treacherous going down than up! We all reached the bottom in
different stages and met next to the Saxons, which were waiting
for us. More photos were taken in some weird and wonderful
poses and then it was time to head back to camp!
All in all, it was a memorable day and a once in a lifetime
opportunity. There was a great sense of achievement at the end
and everyone came down with huge smiles on their faces
knowing that they had just done something amazing.

THE PIKE TEAM - by Sig Johnny Haggart

FOB PRICE ICS SIG TP (EAGLE) - by Cpl Kev Wilson

For anyone who has never heard of PIKE, it is a spectrum monitor
eqpt used to determine frequencies which are interfering with our
comms and pinpoint their sources. When not on task it can also
be used to listen to BFBS radio! Afghanistan has been a very
busy time for the PIKE team within the last 3 months. The det
comd of PIKE is Cpl lain Wallace with his team of Sig Johnny
Haggart and 2 others on standby, LCpl Wayne Lawton and
LCpl Olly Clark who are ready and waiting to get themselves
involved when needed.

TpOC
Tp SNCO

PIKE is a new asset to the Regt and some of the tasking that
have taken place have been quite interesting; there is a lot of
travel involved . By far the best yet has been FOB Dwyer and
FOB Delhi, where we were living out of an ISO container and the
constant ringing of the mortars going off at night. Eating the 24
hr rations especially chicken and mushroom pasta for 5 days
solid was nice. Just like being on ex yum-yum! The move from
Dwyer to Delhi was an experience. The team were fully armed up
and ready to rumble if worse came to the worse. The team
arrived at FOB Delhi and conducted 2 days of monitoring with
mortars going off safely overhead. At the end, the team moved
back to FOB Dwyer. The team would also like to thank the force
protection from the Grenadier Gds for getting us back in one
piece after taking the wrong route back into the camp and driving
past claymore mines and also getting stuck in the soft sand.
PIKE arrived back at Camp Bastion in once piece at the end of
the 5 days away. We are already planning the next deployment
out on the ground, where to - nobody knows yet but if it's
anything like Dwyer or Delhi, I'm sure we're in for a surprise.

219 SIGNAL SQUADRON
CAMP BASTION ICS SIG TP (FALCON)

oc
SSM

Maj AJ Mould
W02(SSM) J Kielty

By the time you read this, 219 Sig Sqn will be back in York and
enjoying some well-earned post-op tour leave following our return
from Op HERRICK. For the last 6 months, we have been filling
the role of 'HELMAND ICS Sig Sqn', with SHQ based in Camp
Bastion, and Tps at Camp Bastion, lashkar Gah and Gereshk
(MOB PRICE) and a det at MOB Robinson. Looking back over
our op tour, we have achieved a great deal. We have endured
both the cold of the Afghan winter and the heat of the summer.
We have developed the ICS network considerably and have
brought into service a huge quantity of new eqpt. We have lived
with the frustrations of the logistics chain in theatre and above all,
we have maintained our sense of humour.
Postings and pers movements have continued. In theatre, we
have said farewell to Capt Chris Fulthorpe, W02(YofS) 'Fash'
Fatchett and Sgt Graeme Tennick, and hello to their
replacements, Capt Ben Stone, W02(YofS) Neil Harrison and
W02(Supvr IS) 'Dinger' Bell. We also say a long-distance
farewell to SSgt Anne-Marie Ambury.

TpOC
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Lt MB Thewlis
SSgt S Lynn

After a long and demanding tour, the end is now in sight for
Falcon Tp. With only 3 weeks remaining, the Tp is now in full
swing in preparation for the hand over to 256 Sqn in mid August.
The pace of CIS in Bastion is nothing less than frenetic and 2
major projects are still ongoing during our Relief in Place. The Tp
is setting to with a will and intends to finish the tour on a high
note.
Responsible for strategic comms provision and sp to TFH
elements in Camp Bastion, we always knew things were likely to
busy, but the site and our remit has changed almost beyond
recognition since our arrival in February. Numbers on Camp have
nearly doubled, with the associated increase in demand for
comms infrastructure. In addition to the role out of new NATO
and UK systems, the Tp has seen our existing responsibilities
triple in size. Furthermore, the size of the Tp itself has effectively
doubled with new sub-dets being added to the unit's control as
new systems arrive in theatre.
There have been the usual comings and goings, with members of
the unit leaving theatre or moving onto other parts of Helmand.
The Tp supports not only Bastion but also has a small presence
in Camp Shorabeck, supporting the OMLT. Of note, the Tp has
helped to effectively 're-open ' a presence in COP Robinson,
providing members of a new det for the FOB, led by Sgt Ford.
Our last foot print there had been withdrawn in early March, so
it's good to push people back up North.
All this has led to an extremely challenging 6 months, but it has
not been without its rewards and highlights. Beach volleyball has
been a preferred relaxation activity when certain members of the
Tp are not eating protein powder by the spoonful.

The Squadron CP team
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On a serious note, not only has the Tp made significant pushes in
the overall development of Camp Bastion, but it has also helped
set the conditions for the future. Camp Bastion will be in situ for
many years to come and to have played a part in building it is
certainly something to look back upon.
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Lt CP Jones
Sgt R Latham

we get home. The run in is going to get busier still, as we
prepare to deliver a number of important comms projects to the
Task Force HQ. The Tp is busy with Project OVERTASK, the
implementation of a new C2 IS System, the DLOS trial between
Lashkar Gar, Gereshk and Camp Bastion and installing a
Ptarmigan SHF Link between our Tp and The Joint Police Coordination Cell in down town Lashkar Gar. It's certainly going to
be challenging period for us!
By far the biggest change will see the movement of the Task
Force HQ to a new Tier 2 building. The Tp have been assisting
the installation team from 241 Sqn, 10 Sig Regt, working 18hrs a
day to fit all the trunking, pull kms of cable and terminate over
2500 fibre heads. The end result will be very impressive but alas
we will not be here to see it.
The Tp has seen a few movements of pers in the last couple of
months. Sig Tommy Mooney Mitchell has left us for Camp
Shoraback and Cpl Greg Morton joins the team in Bastion. We
bade farewell to Cpl Rick Sinclair who departed early to witness
the birth of his second child, well done mate! Replacements
have arrived in the form of LCpl Stevie Marshall and Sig Dan
Bray.

FOB Price /CS Troop with GMLRS in the background

The second half of tour has flown by for FOB Price ICS Sig Tp
with much time dedicated to the planning and implementation of
numerous projects. Systems upgrades have been completed on
JOCS and also on HERRICK ALI , following the installation of the
Drop 2 eqpt. Significant planning and preparation has been
conducted for the rollout of 2 major projects - the installation of
the bespoke comms cabin Spectre 5, and the Theatre-wide
rollout of Project OVERTASK, delivering NATO and ISAF CIS
Systems across Regional Command(S). In addition we have seen
significant expansion of the ICS provision within camp, providing
BG(C) with an increase to existing capability and new services
including PJHQ.com and VTC. Just to keep the Tp busy, the
BANTAM SGT has been replaced with a commercial VSAT;
planning to upgrade the power provision in the COMMCEN is
underway, and we are also supporting the Coy Ops Room move
to Tier 2 accn.

Staying fit is a popular pastime in the Tp and July has been no
exception with the Tp and visitors taking part in the Cross Keys
Challenge to raise money for charity. We are now looking forward
to returning to York to work on Cormorant and most importantly
the Fulford Arms!

A 100,000m Charity Rowing Challenge was organised by the
resident 1WFR QMSI SSgt (SSI) Wainwright, to raise funds for
the Cystic Fibrosis Trust. The challenge, staged in the Camp's
Cookhouse, was part of a wider event taking place across
HELMAND and also in garrisons back in the UK. Two teams of 10
people were made up with representatives from all units within
FOB Price, including a strong contingent from the ICS Sig Tp.
Rowing began in earnest at 0600hrs, with all participants full of
energy and enthusiasm. In a relay-fashion, every individual gave
maximal effort for their 3 minute stint, with the rest of the troops
in camp looking on whilst enjoying their breakfast. The 3 minutes
on the rower felt much longer than it actually was, the first minute
was deceptively easy! Not long after breakfast started being
served, a number of the rowers gave in to bacon sandwiches - a
well known energy booster. The hard work was completed in 6
hrs and 25 mins, well ahead of the time set by Bicester. The
event was a huge success raising over $2300 for charity.
The Tp are now eagerly counting down the days to the arrival of
256 Sig Sqn and to the end of our tour of Op HERRICK.
Preparation work for the handover-takeover is well underway and
the Tp and busy trying to complete the ongoing project work and
lying up loose ends.

Sgt Reid measures his prize-winning sunflower

LASHKAR GAH ICS SIG TP (PHOENIX) - by Cpl 'Muz' Coyle

FOB ROBINSON ICS SIG DET - by Sig Andy Mercer

TpOC
TpSNCO

SNCOIC

Lt SLR Gray
Sgt R Reid

It's unbelievable to think that Phoenix Tp have been deployed for
5 months in sunny Lashkar Gar - the time seems to have flown
by. We are fast approaching our handover to 256 Sig Sqn of 30
Sig Regt and beginning to plan what to do with our POTL, when
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Sgt JW Ford

When I first heard the news that I was going to the det at FOB
Robinson, I was looking forward to the change of scenery and a
new experience. Sig Ben Anderson and I had the biggest
challenge to overcome: trying to get onto a flight from Bastion
which proved to be virtually impossible. Ten days later and we

371

- . _.. ·. -··.. ·.-:·::·.-..-:-r.-::ais:: :4::-..: __ · ..·

were both still trying. When we eventually landed at the FOB, Sig
Liam Mills and Sig Wayne Blackburn were there to greet us
from the Chinook. Before we knew it, LCpl Les Adams was
giving us the grand tour of the place, l<Ctting us know that only a
few days previously a Chinese rocket nad hit the post office wall.
Well it certainly was a change of scenery at this place.

The only way to stay active in the FOB is to use the home made
gym. Weights are made from tent poles with water bottles
attached and dumbbells made from cement filled baked bean
cans; exercise is limited but obtainable. Cpl Gilbert always likes
to take trg one step further by doing over grasp, wide arm heaves
whilst wearing his Osprey body armour.
After a recent J2 report, the FOB's security threat went up to
severe so we had to carry out Actions On trg. Well, nobody knew
it was a trg ex as plastic explosives started exploding and the OC
was on the roof firing the minimi over our heads. It was like a
movie scene with people running everywhere and Sgt Ford being
as cool as a cucumber. It lasted for about 30 mins before people
started realising it was an ex. The ANA, who were unaware of
what was going on, thought we were getting attacked and started
firing over the HESCO wall. It was only when someone told them
it was a trg ex that they stopped; this was rather timely as they
were about to fire an RPG!
We had a visit from the SSM, W02 Kielty who entertained us
with his caricature drawings of the det. He got involved in firing
51 mm Illumination for the sangars at night and even volunteered
to take some pressure off and stand in as Watchkeeper. He
didn't take over Sgt Ford's shift in the Ops Room though! Times
at the FOB have been a very good experience for me as it was
my first tour. We are now in the pre-handover phase and getting
ready to pass the command onto 30 Sig Regt. Good Luck Guys!!

Sgt 'Jeffers' Ford and his team of pirate lookalikes
I was shown into our mud-built det which had the only working
air-con unit in camp ("only for the equipment of course"). Cpl
Morgan Gilbert was the first person that I met in the det with his
massive ginger beard and near-mullet. I then met Sgt Jeffers
Ford who was sporting a much smaller beard but was also on his
way to either a mullet or pony tail. After the meet and greet, we
were shown to our 5 star, 18 x 24 tent which was to be our home
for the next 6 weeks. All the amenities were shown to us, such as
the "traps" which was an 8 foot hole with a box on top with a
hole cut out - this was the toilet. There were also pieces of
ducting sticking out of the ground at a 45 degree angle; they
were the urinals. And the showers were hanging solar bags
surrounded by Hesco. It was all luxury at this place! Considering
the environment we were living and working in, it was a very
relaxed atmosphere but still had th~ danger factor that came with
it.
Over the first couple of days, Sig Anderson and I were being
familiarised on various weapon systems including the 51 mm
mortar, .50 cal HMG, GPMG, Minimi, GMG, L96 sniper rifle and
many more. Also, the American TF71 let us have a play with their
M4 and M16 asslt rifles. Feeding was also an experience. No
more 3 cooked meals a day like at Bastion; we dined on rations.
Morale was always high which kept everyone going. Sig
Anderson was definitely one of the biggest morale boosters
around, with his stories and random comments. Usually of a
night, we would sit in the det and watch a film. We bundle around
the laptop, trying not to sit next to the MPTE machine, so we
don't have to keep pressing F2. The most memorable movie night
was when there was a sand storm outside and Sig Anderson
came running in and shouted that "The tent has gone" . He said,
"I was listening to my iPod in bed, looked up and saw the stars,
and noticed something was missing". The wind had picked the
tent up and blown it over the HESCO wall and onto the ranges
outside the perimeter and it was sitting perfectly upright just on
the wrong side of the boundaries. So for one whole night, we
were homeless with no tent to sleep in. We had to squat in the
LAD for the night before a works party, the whole of FOB Rob,
helped us retrieve our tent.
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first time Bde had used Cormorant and Bowman in conjunction
with Ptarmigan . BGs were using LWRN, TAC SAT, Pela, 506 and
HFNHF Bowman radios.
The ex was interesting, realistic and knowledgeable. RAFCCIS
and J1/J4 trials were ongoing throughout the exs but couldn't
achieve full op connectivity (FOC). LCpl Gokul and Sig Amrit
both had an opportunity for a roller coaster ride in Merlin and
Hercules. A couple of guys including Lt (QGO) Ganesh went to
the DZ to see 2 mins of troops landing at 0400hrs. Cross trg was
conducted on various unfamiliar eqpts like Bowman, TacSat, 506
and PELA, organized by 216 Signal Sqn where quite a few of our
soldiers took part. SSgt Man arranged an educational visit to
SGS Oakhanger, which gave us an insight into how our enablers
at the distant end work. It was not an easy task to plan, prepare
and execute such a major ex, especially during a very hectic
period when the Tp had a dual role, i.e. SLE and ABTF, looking
after a huge quantity of comms assets as well as trg for imminent
op deployment. However at the end, we felt the satisfaction of
having the experience of undergoing some intense comms trg.

Cpl Na/ during Ex EAGLE'S EYE

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co

Lt Col Blackwell
W01 (RSM) McDonald

EXERCISE EAGLE'S EYE - by Cpl Na/ Gurung

RSM

One of the biggest annual event Ex EAGLE'S EYE this year took
place around Salisbury Training Area (SPTA) during 11 - 27 July,
led by 16 Air Asslt Bde that currently has a very high readiness
Air Borne Task Force (ABTF). The ex was designed to practise
and test the ability and compatibility of the 2 Para and 1 Irish BGs
as well as all the logistic elements including its comms assets.
The ex scenario was based on the current situation in
Afghanistan where the two BGs were to secure a dropping zone
(DZ) and a landing zone (LZ) for the Bde insertions to dislocate
enemy forces by killing and capturing their regional leadership, to
control and neutralize the region. In terms of comms, the Bde's
intention was to rapidly establish a robust comms framework
across the AOR, to enable the effective comd and control over
the BGs for the duration of Op ELISE, while maintaining reliable
rear link comms on both NATO forces and National Chains of
Command.

229 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj Thompson
W02(SSM) Sinclair

EXERCISE JAVELIN BULGE - by Cpl Simpkins and Cpl Hobbs
The Battle of the Bulge was one of the bloodiest battles to take
place during WW2. Between 18 and 20 June 2007, Charlie Tp
drove to Bastogne to visit the place where 76,890 American
soldiers gave their lives defending a town as if it was their
homeland and to visit the Mardasson Memorial and to learn
about the sacrifices those soldiers made and how much even
today the town of Bastogne honours and remembers them .
Bastogne was important to both sides during the war, partly
because all 7 roads through the Ardennes region meet at that
town. Cpl Hobbs managed to visit all of them before eventually
reaching our destination. The tour started at the Mardasson
memorial, where the soldiers learned about the hardship, lack of
food , clothing and ammunition the American soldiers endured.
The second phase was a visit to McAuliffe Place, a square in the
middle of the town dedicated to Gen McAuliffe, Commander
101 st Airborne Division during the battle.

So the team of 17 (SLE/ABTF Tp) from 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn
deployed to South Cerney in the early morning of 11 July 2007
headed by Lt (QGO) Ganesh Gurung from 2 Sig Regt. Ex
preparatory phase with the test and trials were carried out until 13
July 07. On 14 July, we deployed to the West Down camp at
SPTA. Initial setup and Initial Operational Connectivity (IOC) was
achieved within a few hrs of setting up that evening . Our main
task was to establish, maintain and sustain a strategic Satellite
Communications (SATCOM) to provide CIS and ICS sp to Bde
HQ and carry out trials in Cormorant environment. TALON Nymph
was used as a SATCOM bearer and CLASp 312 as a Service
provider. RD 16 was used to provide JOGS facility to staff
officers and 14 Digital Voice Telephones (DVTs) were provided to
make circuit speech service (CSS) and secure speech service
(SSS) calls. An AMSCERP terminal was used to send and receive
all formal messages using AMS Beddington . Point to point Fax
was commissioned with HQ Land, Wilton to send fax messages
up to SECRET. VTC was established between the ex location
and Colchester, via Northwood. These were the facilities directly
provided from Cormorant. A Bit Transparent Data Service (BTDS)
circuit was established between H312 and Oakhanger to provide
a path for Ptarmigan Networks so that Switch Installation could
engineer Switching Central/SAS/MC. A Local Area Network
(LAN) was provided by Switching Central by engineering SAS/MC
and providing coverage for all the SCRAT installations used by
the BGs.

The range week had a multitude of different objectives to teach;
from pistol lessons by Cpl Grounds and GPMG lessons by Sgt
Opie through to a Fire Team Assessment led by Cpl Berry and a
bayonet range led by W01(SSM) Sinclair.

The comms plan was slightly more complicated , as we had newer
and sophisticated eqpt than on the previous exs - this was the

The bayonet range was a definite high point of the week. After a
tasty warm-up by Sqn PTls, Cpl Brown and Cpl Macarthur, a
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multitude of OS were on hand to lead and verbally "encourage"
the Sqn members through the range to the final objective. Special
mention must be made of Sgt Chacksfield, who found a host of
new methods to develop controlled aggression in each and every
one of us.
There was a BCDT stand led by LCpl Kirkby with a scenario at
the end. A variety of comd tasks were run as concurrent activity
by various sigs of the Sqn throughout the week - the
Officer/Senior team showing exactly how not to complete them
on more than one occasion!
On the Thursday night we had a Sqn do in the NAAFI bar which
included presentations by the OC Sqn of NATO non-Article 5
medals for the recent tour of Afghanistan. This was followed by
various presentations for effort and achievement throughout the
week.
Friday was clean up and pack-up time, before the bus arrived to
take everyone back to Elmpt for a very much deserved weekend
off. A very successful Range Camp for everyone involved.
231 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Cornell
W02(SSM) McKenzie

MOUNTAIN BIKE ORIENTEERING - by Cpl White
The tour was a success, and with the benefit of fine weather all
day, a good time was had by all.
RANGE CAMP 8 JULY - 13 JULY 2007
229 (Berlin) Sig Sqn deployed to Sennelager ranges on a bright
Sunday afternoon. The good weather however was short-lived;
for the rest of the week torrential downpours occurred,
interspersed with sunshine. We were joined on arrival at Theatre
barracks by 2 of our Australian cousins, who were on Ex LONG
LOOK. With 229 Sqn's Aussie OC, Maj Thompson helping host,
the air was soon filled with a strange language of "Snakes",
"Diggers" and "dunnies".

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 2007

As a break from the usual routine, Cpl Moffat and Sig Crayton
organised a Tp biking/orienteering event in and around the local
area. The Tp split down into pairs and set off from Javelin
Barracks at 5 min intervals. The task was to make their way to
several checkpoints, answering questions at each. The route was
about 15km long but some found themselves riding further due to
their (lack of) navigation skills.
Sig Stanton had an unlucky start with a puncture but bravely
continued on foot. Unfortunately he soon got lost and wasn't
heard from for hours. The final checkpoint was the Regtl Bar,
Archies, where we all celebrated completion with a BBQ and a
couple of drinks.
EXERCISE WOODLAND CHARGE - by Cpl Bell
On Tuesday 2 July, the Sqn deployed to Haltern Trg Area for its
annual Battle Camp. This was to be in 2 phases over a 10 day
period; first some much needed trg and sect competitions to help
to blow out the cobwebs before moving onto the field phase.
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On arriving at Haltern, we separated into sects and moved into
the somewhat cramped accn ready for the next day's early
morning PT session, a Burden Retrieval. After an hour's hard
slog, 1 Sect took the first points of the inter-section competition.
The second day started as the first ha0 begun starting at 0630hrs
with a little jog through the local area hefore moving to the trg
area for some battle drills and exs led by Cpl Wood in ivrrential
rain.
With a break from the PTls, the third morning started with more
lessons in the cookhouse followed by a NavEx to test the map
reading skills that had been taught only hours earlier by SSgt
Henderson.

232 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj Large
W02(SSM) Pritchard

EXERCISE BELIZE BACKSTOP 21 MAY - 07 JUNE 2007 - by
Sgt Steve Mallison
At 0500hrs Monday 21 May, the exped members arrived at Elmpt
Station Sub Aqua Club ready for 3 weeks of Scuba Diving in
Belize.

On the forth day there was no let up from the PTls, as the day
kicked off with a cheeky march and shoot, which seemed to be
completely up hill. The final day saw various PT events
culminating in a cannon run.

Arriving in Belize City late in the afternoon , we were met by the
BFATC representative and made our way by boat to St Georges
Caye and our home for the next 3 weeks. We found out that all
of the 60 cylinders were completely empty, so in order to dive the
following day we would have to start filling the cylinders
immediately. This was a long and dreadful task with the
compressor only managing to fill 3 cylinders every 30 mins.

After a late start and the issuing of the rations and other eqpt, we
assembled in the cookhouse for the Pl OGp. After establishing a
harbour area, the next few days involved numerous moves and
patrols being conducted by each sect. One of the patrols
encountered a peaceful blockade by the enemy forces, which,
after successful negotiation by 1 and 3 Sects seemed to have
been cleared. 2 Sect however had other ideas and led by LCpl
Metcalf, they proceeded to brass up the area showing that there
is more than one way to overcome a blockade.

After a poor night's sleep, due to the heat and lack of aircon,
everybody rose to a marvellous cooked breakfast, a trend that
was set to follow for all meals. That morning the boat was being
used for an admin run to the main land, so Adie Russel
accompanied it to buy some toiletries and clothes as his personal
baggage had gone missing. On the admin run's return, the group
were eager for the first dive, which was to be a local dive on St
Georges Reef. For many their first dive in warm waters was an
extremely welcoming experience.

All that was left now was for the final attack and after a text book
CTR by 1 Sect, the plans were formulated and the Pl Comd Lt
Hennis and Pl Sgt Smith gave the Pl their final orders. Up at
0400hrs, we were ready for the attack and at the appointed H
Hour, 0430hrs, 2 Sect began suppressing the enemy so that 1
Sect could asslt the first objective. With an asslt on the second
objective, our ammo was rapidly depleting and the enemy forces
were all but defeated. It seemed that the battle was over when a
depth position to our south on the top of a hill opened up. 2 Sect
had the honour of assaulting the position and after what seemed
like an eternity the last of the enemy were defeated. All that was
left was to collect our kit and head back to Javelin Barracks for a
Sqn BBQ organised by the rear party.

The next days diving were to include sports diver trg, so we
moved further away to the north of the Turneef Islands to a site
named Sandy Lane. The marine life here was plentiful and Cpl
Michelle Atkinson was the first to see a turtle; an occurrence
that was to happen on most of her dives, making her a popular
dive buddy. By the evening the jet lag and diving were taking
their toll and the majority of the group were in bed as soon as the
trg had finished.

EXERCISE QUEBEC BERLINER
Quebec Tp deployed to Berlin for a Battlefield and Cultural Tour
of Germany's capital city on Monday 16 July. Setting off blearyeyed at 0400hrs, Cpl White and Sig Burton drove the minibuses
on the long journey across country. The first day involved
orientation and recces of some of the sites we would visit later
on. We were all very impressed with the efficiency and good
value of the public transport system, which allowed the whole
trip to run smoothly.

Our first cultural visit day was a guided tour of Belize City, visiting
the Aztec ruins to the north. Roberto the tour guide did an
excellent job and the group enjoyed an interesting morning before
splitting into 2 groups. Half visited the Belize Zoo which was
smaller than those we were used to, but the animals there were
plentiful and well looked after. The others moved on to visit the
new Belizean Capital and after a hr long drive arrived to find that
that it was so small, it could be driven around in 5 mins.

co
RSM

Lt Col JAG Langley
W01 (RSM) L McGrail

RHQ
A warm welcome from all ranks to Lt Col JAG Langley who took
over the reins as CO 11 Sig Regt in early May. We wish you
every success in your new appointment and hope that you enjoy
the challenges and rewards that come with commanding the
future of our Corps.
A fond farewell goes to Lt Col MJ Fensom, who has moved to
Pirbright to command the brand new Army Recruiting and
Training Division (ARTD), Staff and Leadership School. He now
has the responsibility for training the trainer.
An equally warm welcome is extended to W01 (RSM) McGrail
who arrives from 31 Sig Regt and Capt Bosworth who arrives as
Adjt vice the recently retired Capt Landreth. We wish you both
the best of luck in dealing with challenges that the future of the
Corps can create for you!
1(0USTON) SQUADRON

oc

Maj M Ruddock
W02M Bell

All the sportsmen and women of 11 Sig Regt had their annual
Sportspersons' Dinner on Thursday 10 May 07. To start the
evening, we all met up at the Toucan bar for pre- dinner drinks
with our sports reps, dressed in our number 2 dress. We were all
a bit apprehensive as all our SNCOs, JNCOs and senior officers
were there in their mess dress and it was very formal.

The next day took us north to St Paedro which was about 1 hr
away. The first dive was a cut in the reef that allowed access for
the boats. We tied off of a buoy and surface swam to the
channel. As we descended, a strong current was pushing against
us which made it a struggle to progress. However moving

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 2007

parties saw turtles, groupers, skip jacks, tuna and much more.
That evening, the majority of the group got into the spirit of things
and put hammocks up under the open palm trees and enjoyed a
BBQ with the fish that had been caught earlier.
The rest of the exped flew by with many memorable dives before
the time came to return to Germany. On arrival at Dusseldorf we
found all 20 sets of luggage had gone missing and it took 72 hrs
for all the bags to be returned.
The exped was a great success with Ryan, Michelle, Rob,
Marcus, Steve T, Adie and Caroline all passing their Sports
Diver Qualification. Steve M passed his Dive Leader Qualification
and with Ritchie gained the Open Water Instructor Qualification
and everyone passed the Oxygen Administrators Course. We all
look forward to more diving in the near future.

11th SIGNAL REGIMENT

SPORTSPERSONS' DINNER - by Sig Gittus

Wednesday involved another busy schedule, starting with the
Checkpoint Charlie Museum. Everyone in the Tp was engrossed
by the details of life in a divided city as well as some of the
stories of dramatic escapes across and under the Wall. We
moved on to the Topography of Terror, a display about the brutal
regimes of Nazi and then East Germany, before climbing onto the
roof of the Reichstag with its glass dome for some superb views
over the city. Finally the ex visited the Olympic Stadium, built for
the 1936 Olympic Games but more recently refurbished for the
2006 World Cup.
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We attempted a drift dive in an area known as the light house.
The first wave got in the water to find that there was no current
so with the SMB deployed moved off to find deeper water. Two
out of the 3 pairs eventually found a current but in totally
opposite directions to each other. Ryan Barrett and Steve
Mallison had a memorable dive watching a 2 - 3m long reef
shark circling about 20m below them before disappearing into the
depths. The highlight of the week was the Aquarium, where most

SSM

With an early start on Tuesday, courtesy of LCpl Reid and Sig
Stanton we made our way to various sites including the Story of
Berlin Museum and a guided tour taking in the Brandenburg
Gate, Pariser Platz and the Holocaust Memorial, and a talk on
the history of the Reichstag and the formation of Germany.

After a hard day's sightseeing, we were all glad to let our hair
down on the final night to take advantage of Berlin's famous
nightlife. A successful ex for all involved, we look forward to the
opportunity of repeat exploits in the future.

through the channel the marine life was amazing with large fish ,
rays and nurse sharks making the effort worth while. After a short
stop for lunch we visited Shark Ray alley which was only 2-3m
deep but was ideal for seeing stingrays and nurse sharks up
close. After the second dive, we returned to the Caye and after
lessons and cylinder filling, made our way to one of the 2 bars on
the Island to celebrate the passing of the sports diver trg.

I soon began to relax once the evening got underway and I
started chatting to people about my sport of boxing and we all
felt at ease. It was a really good experience being able to chat to
my seniors freely during the meal and it gave us a taste of Corps
tradition, especially the bagpipes! After the meal, the Corps
colours and award for Sportsman of the Year were given out. I
was really pleased to receive my Corps colours for excelling in
my sport of boxing. There were another 4 people nominated for
the Sportsman of the Year award, including Sig Turnbull for Army
athletics and football, Sig Marshal for representing England at
Judo, Cpl Jamie Ranson for representing England and combined
services at orienteering, myself for boxing for England and the
Army and Sgt Brown for representing Combined Services and
England at the world championships for tug-of-war.
Once the awards had been given it was time for the guest of
honour, W01 Jude Humphries to give her presentation about her
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Army exped to climb Mount Everest. I found this very
inspirational, as she said that it had taken the teams 2 years to
prepare and they spent 3 months climbing it! We then retired to
the Toucan bar to reflect on the evening's events. The
Sportspersons' Dinner was a really good experience and I felt
proud to be part of it.
INTER-SQUADRON ATHLETICS COMPETITION
- by Cpl Finister
The Inter-Squadron athletics competition took place on Saturday
28 April. This event was part of the hotly contested Harrogate
Cup competition which is an ongoing sports competition
throughout the year between the 3 sqns and comprises cricket,
netball, football, boxing, mil skills, volleyball, swimming and
athletics. The aim of the event is to promote sports to the Phase
2 trainees and to allow some Regtl 'scouting' for the Morrison
Cup.
It was a glorious day up at the athletics track and all 3 sqns were
out in force to show their support .. Towards the end of the day
the competition was very close between them and it was more or
less down to the winners of the final relays. On the men's 4x400
relay, despite a clear lead, Sig Johnson was second to take the
baton but pulled up after about 200m with an injury to his hip.
Despite this injury, he kept running and showed enormous
determination to give it his best. He then passed the baton to Cpl
Potter who managed to gradually catch up from last place to
second. Then came the dramatic finish with 1 Sqn who, despite
being approximately ?Om behind the leader managed to win by a
whisker just at the end, providing electric entertainment for the
spectators.
Another competitor who showed inspiring grit and determination
was Sig Turnbull, who having won the ladies 3000m by almost a
full lap then went on to compete immediately in and win the
ladies 200m and the ladies high jump. All of which contributed to
the end result of a 1 Sqn victory and has shown the excellent
potential for future athletics within the Corps.
2 (CATTERICK) SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj L Roddy
W02 M Tench

EXERCISE CATTERICK SUMMIT (THE FOUR PEAKS)
- by Cpl 0 Draper
The Four Peaks Challenge was a charity walking event organised
by the members of Sys Eng Tech upgrader course 06/003. The
task was to scale the highest peaks in Northern Ireland (Slieve
Donard), Scotland (Ben Nevis). England (Scafell Pike) and Wales
(Snowdon), all within a 36 hr time frame, including travelling time.
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The walkers gave up their weekend to undertake this marathon
and conquered the 4 peaks in 35 hrs and 10 mins! The challenge
raised over £2000 for AFASIC, a UK charity which supports
children and young people with speech, language and
communication impairments and their parents and carers.
Thanks to Cpl Howe for organising 1:1e event, Cpl Jase
Whitehead for giving up his time to be our JSMEL. Well done to
all those from 2 Sqn who completed the event and tr.ank you to
all who sponsored us.
EXERCISE CATTERICK TIGER - by Capt Andy Rea
On Friday 18 May, after finishing a hard day's trade trg, 60 Phase
2 soldiers from 2 Sqn deployed to Wyke Regis Trg Camp near
Weymouth. The purpose of the deployment was to complete
various AT activities on the Dorset South Coast. The ex began
early on Saturday morning with each group being given a brief by
their instructors. After all stores were issued and checked, the
groups moved off to their locations to begin trg. Portland
Harbour was the setting for the climbing group, who spent the
day scaling rock faces of varying difficulty, as well as enjoying the
sunshine of course!

The format of the competition saw all 3 sqns playing one another
for a place in the final. 3 Sqn won both league games and
finished top of the league to gain those vital 3 points to catch up
on 1 Sqn.'s lead in the Harrogate Cup competition.

would do the trick. There must have been a time warp in the
Eurotunnels because when we emerged, everyone had aged
about 30 years.

A full 12 hrs after leaving Blandford, we arrived at Javelin
The final was a rematch between 2 and 3 Sqn. 2 Sqn had
something to prove as we had beaten them 11 - 1 earlier in the
night and they came out firing and quickly took a 2 goal lead. We
regained our composure however and in a fiercely physical game
we won 8-5.
It was a good spirited and well supported competition which saw
a few first time netball players and many who had not having
played since junior school. Which proves that with hard trg and
physical effort, netball is anything but a 'girl's game'.

Barracks and we were not happy. Saturday was better. After a
good night's sleep, we were all sober and a lot happier. A trip to
the NAAFI saw Sgt 'Tom' Hanks, Cpl 'Smudge' Smith and Cpl
'Crypto' Redpath deciding it would be a good idea to purchase
an MP3 watch and some CDs, so that they could listen to tunes
on the way round the run.
We all arrived at the registration area for 1300hrs and as our Sqn
21C, Capt Sarah Clifford, had done all the admin for the event,
needless to say everything was smooth and officer like! Just
before the big start Cpl Smith warmed up his lungs while
everyone else warmed up their muscles. Cpl 'Philis' Heathcote
was the first to finish followed closely by everyone else, except
Crypto boy, he was last! Lucky it wasn't the Grand National,
otherwise he would not be with us any more!

In Puddletown Forest, troops were riding round the tracks on
mountain bikes, enjoying the thrill of the routes. Meanwhile,
somewhere along the coastal path, the walking groups were
enjoying the view and the weather.

FIBUA EXERCISE - by Sig Eaton

The walkers on Ex CATTERICK TIGER

Saturday afternoon was spent watching football, followed by a
BBQ provided by the camp's chefs. On Saturday night, the
troops were given the chance to relax over a few drinks whilst
sharing stories of the day's adventures. The groups then
swapped on Sunday and deployed to their respective locations to
carry out the remainder of the activities. Before we knew it, it
was time for pick up, clean up and the return trip to Blandford.
The weekend was an excellent opportunity for the soldiers to
experience AT activities and thanks must go Cpl Andy Naylor
and all the staff and instructors for their help and sp during the
ex.
3(HARROGATE)SQUADRON
QC
SSM

Maj J Jennings
W02 Padfield

HARROGATE CUP NETBALL COMPETITION - by Sig Bierman
Netball, the third Harrogate Cup event, took place on 19 April 07.
To many, netball is just a 'girls game' but there was nothing girly
about the 0630hrs netball trg sessions and line sprints! With 1
Sqn leading the Harrogate Cup, we knew we had to pull
something out of the bag to re-take the lead.
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On 11 May 07, 3 Sqn deployed to Copehill Down, Salisbury Plain
to begin a weekend FIBUA ex. The Sqn was split up into 2 pis to
do a number of trg stands. 1 Pl went on a Molotov cocktail range
and for a chat with the Padre and 2 Platoon went on the
confidence course run by Cpl Mousley. After lunch the Pis were
split into 3 groups to learn Urban Tactics from Cpl Ranson,
House Clearance from SSgt Foster, and Methods of Entry from
Cpls Smith and Greenfield. All of these lessons were new to us
and we were reminded by the Trg Staff that we would need to use
all of these new skills over the next phase of the ex.
After the day's activities, we moved onto the night phase of
patrolling, fire piquet and guard posts. During the night patrols,
we gathered intelligence to help build our plan for the final attack
from the close encounters we had with the enemy (who looked
suspiciously like other members of 3 Sqn). The Sqn set off from
the base and began the attack at 0530hrs. Our mission was to
take and hold 4 houses, which were being held by militants with
the intent of destroying as many allied lives as possible. The
fighting was intense and many Sect Comds were killed or injured
during the battle, so it was down to the Phase 2 Trainees to take
control of the situation and to keep on going through the battle.
With fierce fighting lasting until about 0830 hrs, the Sqn
successfully completed its mission.
EXERCISE HARROGATE JAVELIN - 26 MAY 2007
Ex HARROGATE JAVELIN was an ex encompassing the majority
of the Trg Staff from 3 Sqn and involved running the Bruggen 10
Mile road race at Javelin Barracks in Elmpt, Germany. We
deployed from Blandford at 0930hrs on 25 May, (this was to
prove to be the journey from 'Hell'). We all happily loaded our
admin into the minibus; some the worse for wear from the
Morrison Cup the day before, but a nice long trip cooped up

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 2007

The 3 Squadron Bruggen 10 Team

Lastly, I would like to say well done to all the Trg Staff for
completing the run and raising over £500 for 3 Sqn's designated
charity fund, The Royal British Legion. Finally, as our beer fund is
low, I would like to mention by name all those who took part: Maj
Jack Jennings, Capt Sarah Clifford, W01 Gaz Dixon, Sgt 'Reg'
Ebanks, Sgt 'Tom' Hanks, Cpl 'Philis' Heathcote, Cpl
'Smudge' Smith and Cpl 'Crypto' Redpath, Well done to you all!
Afternote by the Sqn 21C: A big thank you to SSgt Davies ('I
broke my foot playing volleyball so I didn't have to run') fo; being
our "admin", photographer and chief cheerleader - I think that's a
contribution to the beer fund too Staff!
CHARITY BOXING EVENT - WIGAN 2007
On 16 May 2007, a team of amateur boxers from 11 Sig Regt
attended a charity boxing show to help raise money for the Star
Fish Project; a charity that helps the underprivileged children of
South Africa. The show was put together by Cpl Mousley of 3
Sqn and Mr John Lyons MBE of England ABA and Wigan ABC.
The show consisted of 2 main contests the Army Team v North
West of England Squad and also 11 Sig Reg v Wigan ABC. The
Regtl team consisted of 5 boxers: Sig Gittus (1 Sqn) Sig
Masueto and Sig Winson (2 Sqn) and Sigs Renson and
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Conway (3 Sqn). The coaches were Cpl Mousley, Cpl Shipley
and Sgt Green.
The guys sized up their opponents at the 9 o'clock ring parade,
were Cpl Mousley and John Lyons exchanged colours. First in
for 11 Sig Regt was Sig Conway. Having not boxed since his
lnter-Sqn triumph last year, Conway faced a slightly bigger
opponent. After losing narrowly in the first round and again taking
a standing count in the second, Conway took some heated
words of advice from Cpl Mousley and came out behind a solid
guard and pushed his bigger opponent onto the back foot and
boxed bravely in a hard third round and looked like he may have
swung the fight back in his favour until the final bell came too
early for him. Despite his defeat, Sig Conway should be pleased
with his 3rd round comeback performance which showed great
determination.
Sig Masueto was next and boxing a heavier more experienced
man, he boxed well. From the off, Masueto dominated the
centre of the ring with his long shots giving his Wigan opponent
little, if any opportunity to test the big man's guard.
More of the same was the order from the corner
and Masueto did exactly that, going on to win the
bout comfortably on a unanimous decision and in
many people's opinion, he was very unlucky not to
have won the best boxer of the night.

As the night continued, the Army Team found itself
behind but then Sig Gittus stepped back into the
ring for the first time in nearly 18 months; his most
recent bout being the ABA semi- finals at 69kg.
His opponent was former ABA champion Martin
Murray, who is considered by many within the
boxing world to be the best 12 stone boxer in the
country. This promised to be the bout to watch
and it did not disappoint. Murray being visibly the
heavier man took the first round and gave Gittus
an early warning of his power by giving Gittus a
flash knock down. Gittus came out in the second
and really troubled the former champion with long
shots and constant counter attacks. As they went
into the third round, Gittus took the fight to the
opponent adopting brave tactics and standing in
front of the champ - but perhaps a bit too close
for his corner's liking! It was Murray this time who
was on the counter and he caught Gittus on the
chin as the younger lad looked off balance.
Despite Gittus appearing to be unharmed by the
shot, the referee, to much astonishment, stopped
the contest. It was an excellent bout and a great
night of boxing; all the young Sigs showed great
courage and will take a bit more experience into their next bout.
4 (MILITARY TRAINING) SQUADRON
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Maj H MacPherson
W02 Rowan

THE SENIOR CLM AND FIELD COMMAND COURSE (SCLM
&FCC) - by Sgt Shrestha QGS
The first 2 weeks of the course revolved around classroom work
on both op and non-op CLM theory. There were also some
gruelling Practical Leadership Development (PLO) exs which were
thoroughly enjoyed! The idea behind them is to build and
enhance individual leadership qualities and bring about team
building, under duress. Not only that but the PLO sessions also
helped students identify who the "gaskets" were within their sects
before moving to the field comd phase in the final week.
As soon as we got off the coach on Salisbury Plain trg area, it
was clear the instructors had booked rain as it started to pour
down. At that moment we all thought what fun was to follow in
the next 3 or 4 days. However, the troops seemed to be happy
enough that the ex entailed application of classroom theories and
there was nothing new to take in. The ex was essentially putting
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the meat onto the bones if you like! On arrival at the location,
there was no messing about and troops quickly got on with
preliminary defence tasks, as prioritised by the Tp Comd's orders
- which mostly involved digging. While digging the "holes" (it's
not just a hole, it's a "gun position" or a trench which is to be 18
inches deep with slit sides "in order to" protect troops from
enemy fire), we were constantly reminded of the phrase "do it
nice or do it twice, it's up to you".
Other activities such as going on recce patrols, mobile patrols
and reaction to attacks were carried out by the troops. On one
occasion we were out on a recce 1-•atrol and on our route back,
we had one member of the patrol '!ho actually started sleep
walking! When asked, the individual was certain he was picking a
drink off a shelf in a shopping complex! This was extremely
funny and will be a story the 4 of us on patrol that night will
remember.
The "mechanics" were there (though some were still unsure of
what roles they had to play and the jobs they had to fulfil during
their round of comd appointments) and although personal battle
drills were shaky to start with, they improved gradually as the ex
unfolded.
Overall , one should be under no illusion that it is an intensive
course, especially for those who are not very good at operating
with weight on their back or for the 'badmins', who have poor
personal admin in the field. As with any other course, a positive
attitude is essential and if one turns up with a ''that'll
do" attitude, remember that "that'll do will never do".

hearing tales of this person falling asleep but managing to keep
up with the patrol and that person running away from
hallucinations (that were freakishly similar to others throughout
the course).
After the eqpt turnaround and the end of course Dinner Night, the
tales of horror and over-exaggeration were already forming in
peoples heads ready to get back to their units and scare the next
generation of budding young JNCO's - just as had been done to
us!
we all agreed that the course had been very demanding but
equally as rewarding. Any JNCO attending the course should
look forward to the challenge and be ready to complete this
excellent trg course.
DARK BEAST CHARITY RIDE
On 20 May 2007, SSgt Mick Taylor and Capt David Palmer
undertook a charity mountain bike ride in the Brecon Beacons for
Cancer Research UK. The inspiration for the event came from
SSgt Taylor and he managed to rope in Capt Palmer during the
Sqn's Christmas party! The route was based around an event
called The Dark Beast run in Brecon by Bi-Ped Cycles, however
to add a little bit of a twist, the ride took place at night. The route
itself was just over 1OOkm; starting and finishing in Brecon town
and it passed through places such as Fan Gyrich, Forest Lodge,
Windy Gap and Talybont.

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(ELECTRONIC WARFARE)
co
RSM

Lt Col SJ Vickery
W01 (RSM} D Taylor

Op HERRICK - K TROOP - by LCpl Creighton

was a 3 mile team run around camp. Cpl Carter set off at
lightning pace which resulted quickly in a UK 1st and 2nd finish .
Immediately after the run, all teams were hurried into the
gymnasium to begin the 1112 hour row. This proved to be the
toughest stage of the competition. However the UK 1st team held
out to win the event by a small margin over the Germans.

K Tp has now passed the 3 month point and eyes are very much
focused on the return back to "Sunny" Brawdy! The majority
have either been on R&R or are preparing to go back to UK to
enjoy the delights of alcohol and of course to see the delights of
the green countryside. Sig McMillan is already feeling the blues,
having taken his leave after only 2 months and now realises how
long it's going to be before he even sniffs a beer again!

The next stage was 30 mins of 'PFT' press-ups. Most teams
began to tire after 20 mins or so, apart from the Italians, who had
managed to create a whole new method of 'press-ups' much to
the anger of the neighbouring teams.

The Tp has taken part in a number of sporting activities. For
some people this has been a bit of a culture shock, as they are
never usually away from the NAAFI bar (LCpl Sean Greener) or
off their playstations (Sig Shane Stephens).

It was onto the bikes for the next challenge for 1Y2 hours,
however some of the ex bikes from the gym would reset every 20
mins which caused Cfn 'AJ' Jones to have a small heart attack
when his distance disappeared in front of him.
The final gym event was 30 mins of sit-ups.
Fatigue had definitely set in at this stage of the
competition but knowing we had a chance of
victory spurred us on.
Teams were then taken outside for the final
stage - a 4x1 mile relay around Camp Souter. It
was very close after the first 2 legs but a fast lap
from LCpl Keay gave the UK team a healthy
100m lead. LCpl 'Gomez' Cole completed the
last lap in the clear, to win the final event.

THE JUNIOR CLM AND FIELD COMMAND
COURSE (JCLM &FCC} - by Cpl Russell
No matter who you ask, or what they say, you don't
really know what awaits you as you approach
Blandford and see that all too familiar tower getting
bigger on the horizon. The answer is a PFT followed
by 4 weeks of class room work, doing your best
Spiderman impression in a web of rope on comd
tasks, Practical Leadership Development (PLO) Exs,
homework, not sleeping much, and lots and lots of
Actions on!

.....~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.....-.:.......-......~

L£:.....c;.~~~~~~~;.;....

Kilo Troop

The first week was mainly Defence Instructional
Techniques (DIT), so everyone soon got to know each
other in a nice peaceful environment. After a day of
comd tasks, wishing we had paid more attention
during the rope skills lesson 2 days before, we were
all nursing our rope burns and weighing our CEFO for
our first insight into the world of PLO.

The Tp entered a team in the 5-a-side football league, which
takes place every week. The league has 13 teams, so every team
plays 12 games. Our team currently has a record of played 7,
won 7 with a goals record of 101 for and 14 against! There is a
trophy for the winners which at the moment looks like it will be on
its way to the Brawdy trophy cabinet!

Five days after the first PLO, came the second which
due to the hot weather had been moved to the best
time in the world for that sort of thing - first thing
Monday morning! I don't want to ruin the surprise for
anyone attending the course soon but the best part of
PLO is watching everyone hobble back to the block.
The CO and Mrs Lynn Carlton from Cancer Research UK receiving the bumper
The key theme to this week was orders, orders and
cheque from Capt Palmer and SSgt Taylor
orders and at least back in the block at the end of the
day, we could all gather around a table munching on
Starting at around 21 OOhrs, the initial phase was relaxed and
pizza as we discussed actions on until one in the morning.
enjoyable. As darkness fell however, the pace slowed due to our
limited ability to carry enough battery packs for the high powered
The third week started off with another perfectly timed Monday
lights. The hardest part of the route was cycling up Windy Gap at
morning PLO Session, only this one was a combination of the
around 0300hrs. This soon transpired to also be the most
previous 3. Looks of relief all round as we got back to the block
interesting part as when the descent phase started the power
and we realised that only our fourth and final PLO and the ex
packs gave up for good; blind luck however carried them through
stood in our way of completing the course and being transformed
safely.
from gaskets to JNCO Gods!
In true Army fashion the good weather that had lasted the
previous 3 weeks departed and the rain that the OS had been
promising finally arrived. We got into the ex routine of digging,
setting up wire defences, giving orders and patrolling, but this
didn't leave a lot of time for sleep. In fact it left no time for sleep!
This wasn't too bad though as it was always fun back in the barn
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The ride took around 9 hrs and raised over £1500 for Cancer
Research UK, a charity that both riders unfortunately have
association with through relatives.
SSgt Taylor and Capt Palmer are now planning a few more
sedate daylight rides but maybe Dark Beast will become an
annual event!
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Another sporting event recently has been the camp volleyball
competition (sounds like Butlins here!) The Tp entered a team but
was weakened with a splattering of illness breaking through the
Commcen pers and others on R&R. A scratch team was quickly
put together by LCpl 'Gomez' Cole but unfortunately fell short in
the semi finals losing to the 2 Sig Regt MT!

The competition was extremely competitive and
each team had strengths in different areas but it
was the UK 1st team that won overall, followed
closely by the Germans and then the British 2nd
team.
DAWN PATROL TO GHARIB GHAR
- by Cpl Minza

On 6 July 2007, a group of soldiers from Camp Souter embarked
on a foot patrol up Gharib Ghar, a mountain located 5km east of
Kabul. Volunteers were drafted from all depts within the Camp.
With members of the Commcen keen to break up their daily
routine, there was no shortage of volunteers. These included Cpl
Pete Minza, LCpl 'Spicy' Carlyle, LCpl 'Brick' Hampton and
Sig 'Chelle' Keylock. We were all keen until we saw the Admin
Order; breakfast was at 0300hrs with the patrol starting at
0405hrs.

The next event on the horizon is the Camp Souter half marathon
for the strong willed and the 1Okm fun run for the faint hearted!
All the money raised is being evenly split between 2 worthwhile
causes, The Army Benevolent Fund and Local Children here in
Kabul.
The half marathon will be the last event that the current K Tp will
be taking part in over here, as it will soon be time for the lucky
guys from Brawdy to replace us. We hope that they can continue
to excel on the sporting front like the current Tp have done and
that they enjoy the delights of Camp Souter. All the best lads!
KABUL INTERNATIONAL IRON MAN 2007 - by LCpl Cole
On 11 July 2007, 7 four-man teams from 6 different nationalities
took part in Kabul's international Iron Man Competition in Camp
Souter. All teams were wide awake for the 0500hrs start, which
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Dawn Patrol up Gharid Ghar
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At the base of the mountain, we were divided into 3 sects and
told that we would be patrolling at the pace of the slowest man.
The point man PTI, Sig Harris didn't seem to be aware of this
plan and set off at Mach 3, which meant our formation turned into
a very extended line! Ten mins into the patrol, there was a
welcome change of point man and we continued up to the
summit at a civilized pace. We still managed to overtake a
contingent of US troops that were having what seemed to be a
Sunday stroll up the mountain. It took the first man only 47 mins
to reach the summit with the last man coming in at 62 mins.
The summit was a perfect place for a pi1oto opportunity with
panoramic views of the Afghanistan la11dscape. SSM Scarrott
has a great photo holding his Man Utd flag which flew p~rfectly in
the high winds. Undoubtedly this photo will be seen on Soccer
AM in the near future.
The descent was difficult with loose stones underfoot and there
were a few close calls with stray stones falling off the mountain
side. One rock in particular narrowly avoided LCpl 'Andy' Carlyle
causing him to throw his teddy at LCpl 'Brick' Hampton. At the
base there were a few red faces and a lot of very hot feet. But
overall, there was a well deserved sense of achievement.
226 SIG SQN SUPPORT TROOP ADVENTURE TRAINING
- LCpl Barley
We embarked on our exped after a hearty breakfast early Monday
morning, (well 0730hrs is early for a MondayQ Our nature friendly
week in the hills didn't get to a good start, when a suicidal owl
collided with the side of the mini bus when still on the A487.
It took 31/2 hrs to get to our first destination and by 1130hrs we
were ascending Cadair Idris, a 893m climb and the weather was
boiling, which took a lot of us by surprise. Half way up the hill ,
we saw the welcoming sight of a lake and the water babies
amongst us took the opportunity to have a dip; it was freezing
but refreshing.
We stayed at JSMTC Indefatigable, which is close to the world
famous Welsh train station Lainfair •&A%$£!"A(:@<>!*% -# go go
goch (you know the one!)
The next day we climbed Snowdon and unfortunately the weather
wasn't on our side. At the top visibility was 10m, which meant we
were running around like mountain goats, something we wouldn't
have done if we had been able to see the bottom! Sig 'Hobbit'
Lenton's feet must have been hurting because he decided to roll
down Snowdon. But nevertheless I think we all enjoyed it,
although Sig 'MLT' Stubbs made it clear he was tired, something
to do with the lack of oxygen at that altitude!
On the Wednesday some of us non-mountain hardened types
were tired, so we opted for a flatter walk. We ended up visiting
Ynys Uanddwyn known as "Lovers Island", although ten blokes
couldn't see why. We also found time for another dip in the sea,
and even W01 Neil Tidd joined us once Cpls 'Simo' Simpson
and 'Sasquach' Luton checked it was safe! Getting off the beach
wasn't as easy as it sounds when Sgt 'Greggor' Anderson RAF
started to lead the way. We found civilization when we emerged
through the bushes of someone's front garden, like a scene from
the great escape with the owner standing there with a huge
German Shepherd.
That night we enjoyed a BBQ and then it was into Bangor for a
night out. We returned to camp quite merry and decided to play
football in a dark wet field till half three in the morning, a good
blow out to a good week. Thanks to Sgt 'Richie' Simpson who
organised the week and good luck to him on his exped to the
Himalayas.
A GAP YEAR IN THE ARMY - by 2Lt Jamie Innes
Being posted to 14 Sig Regt at Brawdy, Wales has much in
common with a Falklands tour. Its remote location promises a
rugged beauty, the rain moves sideways rather than vertically, the
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wind can make jogging on the spot a very real possibility, no one
will ever consider coming to visit and the local birds are 'built for
the winter'.

thoughts under the most beautiful skies and sunsets. It was also
more cumulatively challenging than anything I had gone through
at Sandhurst or since.

Despite all this, my posting here has turned out to be a massive
blessing in disguise. After a brief and intensive TA style course at
RMAS, I rocked up at the gates with a distinct feeling of terror
after being informed I would in fact be given a tp to run, being a
mere lad of 18. I should not have worried, as the first day I was
dutifully informed by the Tech Adjt that my first week would be
spent cruising the local waters on a power boating course.
Smashing around in every dizzying circles on an over powered
rubber dinghy was a great introduction to the demanding nature
of my job ahead of me.

After this trip I hoped to settle down a bit, but soon I was off for 2
weeks of battlefield tours in Belgium and Italy. It was good to
learn a little history, and very moving to see the huge war
cemeteries in both countries. The accompanying nights out in
various cities were also very educational experiences and the
chance to track down the Royal Signal's mascot 'Jimmy' in Rome
could not be missed. The last stand at the Menin gate was also
a vivid experience; though I'm not sure the Belgians appreciated
our midday drinking games in the cafes.

'Are you lost, Sir?'
'No.'
'Then what are you doing here?'
'This is my office; I'm the new troop commander, Staff.'
' .... No one told me about you'
The opening conversation with my SSgt was not the most
reassuring but I was soon made to feel welcome, even if my head
never stopped spinning. The first few weeks have become hazy
as I was slowly taught the ropes of being a Tp Comd in 237 Sig
Sqn, with many words of wisdom being imparted from the seniors
in the art of dealing with real soldiers. Unfortunately in my
ignorance and enthusiasm, I may have been hoodwinked by a
few of the lads' indulgent leave passes, but who hasn't been? I
can look back now and see how lucky I was to have some great
seniors and fellow officers to take me under their wings, as well
as an OC even keener than me to ensure I grabbed every
opportunity. I also gradually began to understand the workings of
electronic warfare, and its very real impact on front line fighting
on ops. It was telling that soon after I arrived the memorial
services were held for 3 soldiers killed over the summer, and
brought the realities of Army life into focus.
The most challenging work was always as Orderly Officer, when
all sorts of interesting things kept coming up. Highlights included
soldiers smuggling girlfriends in boots of cars to snap Russian
Armour inspections on Thursday afternoon and 0300hrs patrols
for drunken soldiers. I am now the regtl expert on Orderly duties,
having completed over 20 duties over my time here, none having
been extras.
It wasn't all hard work though. A week of winter kayaking in
Snowdonia was a very worthwhile course, even if it was a
particularly cold one involving purposely capsizing in freezing
waters. This was followed by 2 weeks skiing on Ex SNOW
WARRIOR in Austria. We had a great 70 year old instructor called
Bob, whose love for icy off-piste sections was only equalled by
his disregard for all protocol. We became masters at 'falling'
down far too advanced sections of slope and cutting off tourists. I
can think of no better skiing education . It was at this time I
realised that soldiers pay has a tendency to evaporate, without
very much to show for it, except a headache after the night
before. I intended to get back to some serious work but was
soon informed that I was to pack my bags for a 6 week sailing leg
on the Royal Corps of Signals Ex MERCURY CHALLENGE. This
round the world yacht exped truly terrified me after the morbid
opening brief regarding likely drowning, lethal moving parts, and
pirate threats. These thoughts were soon thrown aside as we left
the port of Buenos Aires into a Force 7 churning sea. Do not ever
try to cook food for 14 people on your first night in a small hot
hole (galley) on a rap idly shifting boat, was my conclusion after
crawling to the end of the boat covered in my own vomit. This
voyage up the coat of Brazil to Antigua was the very best and
worst of times. Sailing became our lives as we cruised through
long starry nights and vicious gales, in what must be one of the
most stressful environments to live in for extended periods of
time. Heat, sweat, and boredom were compensated with
exhilaration of battling the Southern Ocean. Highlights included
finishing the circumnavigation of the globe at Rio, stopping at
Salvador and the Caribbean chain, real fast sailing, swimming In
the open ocean, watching dolphins, and getting lost in one's
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into the build-up for what will be a challenging tour. On one ex as
OC enemy, it was easy to play at soldiers, but the realities for
which this trg was given soon became very apparent and my
respect for the soldiers I worked with never ceased to grow.
I was also able to give back a little, by organising some AT trips,
including a very exciting paragliding course. Anyone will tell you
that they did not join the Signals because comms get them going,
but simply the people that make up this Corps are brilliant and
this has been proved to me time after time. Whether on long
sunny afternoons golfing with the lads, the OTC ball at Blandford
or comical meals with other officers in the Mess, it has always
been the friendly and switched on people that make the Army
lifestyle so appealing. My top moments: My new Staff Sergeant
saying, "Sir you have my respect." Surfing after work in the Welsh
Sun. Realising I will miss Brawdy nearly as much as its
inhabitants.

Back at base I soon shifted jobs as the Sqn started its
preparations for deploying to Afghanistan in September. It was
very interesting to see the massive amount of trg that has gone

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col Justin Hodges
W01 Brian Sheard

After an extremely successful tour of public duties in London,
most of the Regt are now taking some well deserved leave. The
remainder of the year will see the unit preparing for ops in
Afghanistan in 2008 and adapting to the new Bde structure. With
the ARRC ex season just around the corner and with new eqpt,
pers, and structure, the following months are guaranteed to be as
exciting, diverse and challenging for the Regt as the previous
year has been.
PUBLIC DUTIES SQUADRON, LONDON
The Sqn left London for the last time very much on a high, after
the experiences of the last few months. On the final parade Maj
Bill Anderson, OC Public Duties Sqn, handed over the role of
Captain of the Queen's Guard to the Jamaican Defence Force on
a sweltering day in front of the usual crowd of thousands.
Those involved in public duties will no doubt always look back
with pride and fond memories at this unusual part of their career.
With expressions of thanks and praise from all quarters at the
Sqn's performance over the past few months, the rest of the Bde
will have their work cut out to reach the same high standards that
were maintained by 16 Sig Regt throughout the tour.

Sgt Majs W02 McBean and W02 Wal/edge pace the minutes at
Wellington Barracks at the start of the Changing of the Guard
ceremony

Another 16 Sig Regt soldier, Sgt Vicky Charnock, who has spent
several duties at the Tower of London was privileged to be one of
only a handful of female SNCOs to have worked as Sergeant of
the Guard at the Tower. Her task during the Ceremony of the
Keys was to take a squad of soldiers to escort the Yeoman
Warder whilst he locks up the tower for the night.
TOWER
PROPOSAL

Maj Bill Anderson takes over the Queen's Guard at Buckingham Palace
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Cpl Andy
Cornfield
decided on a
rather unusual
time and place to
propose to his
girlfriend. After a
word with the
Chief Yeoman
Warder, ex-Royal
Signaller John
Keohane, it was
Cpl Andy Cornfield who got engaged
arranged that
at the Tower of Lendon
after the
Ceremony of the
Keys, there would be a slight variation to the traditional
format. Cpl Cornfield took to one knee in front of the
audience and asked his girlfriend to marry him.
"Fortunately she said yes otherwise it would have been a
bit embarrassing!" said Andy. Unusual as it might be,
Andy was not the first to have proposed in this way having
been beaten to it by an equally amorous Guardsman.
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first ran a detachment at Camp Warehouse before returning to
theatre to help oversee the extraction of kit and personnel.

WINDSOR CASTLE
As well as forming the Queen's Guard in London, The Regt was
also tasked to provide a guard at Windsor Castle, the Queen's
weekend retreat. This was one of the more popular guard duties
due to the proximity of the town centre. Those off duty could
wander around the shops or grab a bite to eat in one of the
nearby cafes. The public are able to walk right up to one of the
sentry positions, which sometimes had up to thirty tourists
gathered around taking photos or even giving the soldier a
cheeky kiss on the cheek!

was rapid and within a limited budget; however it was sufficient
for Ministers to announce in June 2006 that the Regt was to form
and be based at MoD Stafford.

All photos by Cmdr David Burns and Sgt Vicky Chamock.
During the latter half of 2006, building work was underway
through a pragmatic and supportive relationship between
Defence Estates, Carillion Enterprises and the Regional Chain of
Command together with the unit providing detailed understanding
of our needs. We steadily built up the HQ and the lead elements
of the Sp Sqn ready for the moves of 222 Sig Sqn from Bulford
and 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn from Colerne to Stafford in February
2007 and began to establish 217 Sig Sqn.

The guard marches through the town of W:ndsor from Victoria
Barracks up the hill to the Castle. The Cha;iging of the Gua~d
ceremony is a small scale version of what takes place on
Buckingham Palace forecourt.

Even at this early stage, we deployed small teams to Afghanistan
and had some 30 pers deployed in Iraq. On 2 April 2007 we
declared Initial Operating Capability and on 3 April, Defence
Estates signed the offices, garages, new Gurkha Temple and refurbished single living accn over to the Regt. By then most pers,
the bulk of families and a sizeable slice of our eqpt were settling
into Stafford and also supporting a busy ex programme. Since
then, elements of the Regt have returned from Iraq and we are
shortly to rotate our pers in Afghanistan.
It will take us time to transition from being a large Implementation
Team to a unit at Full Operating Capability (our target for
December 2007) as there are a host of eqpt issues to resolve, all
our ways of doing business to establish and we are currently
some 450 of our 570 strong establishment.
To get us to this point has been a major achievement, and we are
extremely grateful to all who have played their part. Today is an
important day for t he Regt, the Royal Corps of Signals and the
Army and we are delighted to have the Commander in Chief Land
Command as our Reviewing Officer. It is also important for
Stafford; we are privileged to be based here and have been made
to feel extremely welcome by the Town and the Borough, the start
of what we hope will be a long and positive relationship. Thank
you from all members of the Regt to our own friends and family
for their ongoing support and welcome to those ex-members of
the Regt able to join us.

Lt Harris and Sgt Langley lead Windsor Gastle Guard from Victoria
Barracks through the streets of Windsor up to the castle
DINNER NIGHT AT TH E TOWER

We are particularly delighted to host several previous COs;
notably Brig Wheawell and Cols Morris, Chaddock, Barrett,
Innocent and my "predecessor'' Col Ken Hadfield, whose
handover notes were understandably out of date. We are also
joined by the first and last RSM ; Lt Col Pavey and Maj Knight
respectively. We hope everyone enjoys the day.

To mark the end of public duties, the Chief Yeoman Warder and
Fusiliers Mess Manager kindly gave us permission to have a Cpls
and above Dinner Night at the Tower of London. The evening,
painstakingly organised by Sgt Roseveare, gave those attending
the opportunity to watch the Ceremony of the Keys - rather than
taking part in it. During dinner we were entertained by a string
quartet before being invited to the Yeoman Warders' bar to
sample some of their specialty - Raven Port, which can only be
bought at the Tower.
COMMENDATIONS
Congratulations to SSgt Kama and SSgt Wilson who both
received Commander's Commendations for their excellent work in
Afghanistan. The pair, who were deployed in Kabu l last year and
early this year were presented with certificates at St. James'
Palace Mess. SSgt Wilson worked as SQMS and SSgt Kama

SSgt Wilson on parade at Wellington Barracks

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col ND Fraser
W01 (RSM) PA Reed

recognition of our addition to the Army's Order of Battle and
provides an opportunity for us to reflect on the work that
delivered us to this day and of what lies ahead .

FORMATION DAY AND PARADE - 27 J UL 2007
FOREWORD - by Lt Col Fraser
Almost 15 years ago (at 11 OOhrs on 19 September 1992) 22 Sig
Regt, then based in Lippstadt, Germany, was disbanded. Whilst
we officially re-formed on 1 April 2007. today marks the formal
362

In March 2006, the Minister of State for the Armed Forces was
informed of the intention for the Army to take ownership of RAF
Stafford and the likely decision to station 22 Sig Regt here as part
of Future Army Structures. In April 2006, a 12 strong project
team commenced planning to prepare the real estate and
infrastructure and produce a detailed formation plan. Our work
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Turning to the future, we are providing a Sqn to carry out Public
Duties in London in the latter half of 2007 and will then
reconstitute, train for and deploy on exs and ops throughout
2008. From 2009, the Regt will begin to convert eqpt and
become the lead unit to provide the new digital battlefield comms
network, known as FALCON, which will be far more capable than
the current Ptarmigan system and permit the transmission of
large amounts of data between HQs and forward units. We are a
"Fledgling Regt" and whilst we have done much in the last year
or so, there remains much to do. However, we know where we
are aiming, we are already in reasonable shape and from today
"we are back".
After what has seemed like an eternity, the big day has finally
happened. The good news is - it was all rather successful. One
cannot convey the true story without a little hint of the build up
and everyone will remember this summer as possibly the wettest
ever. For the 2 weeks prior to 27 Ju ly, torrential downpours
marred every single drill rehearsal.
SSgt Rob Love had a constant battle to have hosting areas,
demonstration sites and stalls in place. On one occasion the
entire VIP area was destroyed by a particularly violent overnight
storm. It is a testament to his hard efforts that hosting on the day
was so successful. The question everyone was asking as they
went to bed the night before, will it be a washout? Fortunately,
the Padre's efforts paid off and the parade took place in glorious
sunshine.
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The Officers of the Regt had some fun on the final rehearsal,
marching on in some bizarre fancy dress. Only OC 246, Maj Karl
Jeeves was found to be incorrectly dressed however and the
RSM entertained the Regt by 'beasting' him around the square
for 5 minutes.
The Regt massed out of sight of the 1000 or so guests waiting in
the stands. With 45 mins of last minute checks out of the way,
an immaculate looking Regt formed up and marched on,
following the band of the Royal Corps of Signals.
We than awaited the arrival of our principal guests. Commander
in Chief Land Gen Sir Redmond Watt KCVO MBE, Master of
Signals Gen Sir Sam Cowan KCB CBE and SOinC (A) Brig JE
Thomas MBE ADC were here to inspect the first, second and
third ranks respectively. With the inspection now over, the main
event could take place. The CO called the parade to attention
and then summoned the flag party. 2Lt Peter Crawley, flanked
by Sgt Kent and Cpl George now made their way through the
parade and halted before the CinC Land to request the flag for 22
Sig Regt. Upon receipt, the bugler sounded Reveille and Last
Post.
The flag party now made their way to the rear of the parade and
raised the flag to the sound of Highland Cathedral played by the
pipes of the Queens Gurkha Signals. From this point on, the
parade was addressed as 'Regiment' and the CO asked CinC
Land for permission to march the Regt off the square. 22 Sig
Regt then marched past the stands which contained many family
and friends and also a large contingent of ex-22 Sig Regt
members, including 7 previous COs and 2 previous RSMs
When the parade finished, we all finished, we all had the chance
to relax, eat some lunch and enjoy the festivities planned for the
rest of the day. It was a perfect afternoon for the families of Regtl
members to mix and become acquainted. A carnival atmosphere
was evident as people tried their hand at everything from rock
climbing to paintballing. Traditional stands such as a coconut shy
and treasure hunt had been organised and these were manned by
the Tps with a little competition to see which Tp would raise the
most money.
A stunning performance on the motorbikes with the speed and
closeness of the White Helmets was amazing and some of their
tricks simply beyond belief. Then the Blue Helmets dropped in at
around 1500hrs. The drop zone was flanked on all sides by high
objects, so it is a testament to their skill that they made it so
close to the mark, however, there were a few oooohhhs and
aaaaahhhhhs when the first parachutist bounced off the top of a
demo Land Rover on landing - thankfully unscathed! A big thank
you from all here at 22 Sig Regt to everyone who helped with the
formation of the Regt, either before or on the day itself.
Once our esteemed guests had departed it was time for the party
we had all been waiting for. SSgt Andy Dawson had politely
removed 222 Sqn vehs and eqpt from their hangar a week before
and with the use of a mass of arctic cam netting, had
transformed the dreary looking place into something resembling a
scene from The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe. To tum a
hangar into a joint Officers' Mess, Sgts' Mess and Junior Ranks'
club complete with disco, elevated stage for a live band , dance
floor, lighting and a seat for everyone is no mean feat and the
entire Regt is grateful for the effort required to organise such a
fantastic bash.
We were also very thankful for the efforts of W02(RCWO) Jim
Cooper and his team who managed to provide excellent meals
throughout the day, catering for over 1000 at lunchtime and
completely relocating their eqpt to feed another 500 for dinner. It
wouldn't have been the same without them .
The party lasted longer than anticipated but from the top down,
we all felt like getting together and having some fun. The tear
down operation was completed in double quick time the following
day - well it would, every man and his dog were about to stand
down for summer leave.
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she was informed by the CSgt (3 Rifles) OS that "Get some" was
not an official or recognised fire control order!

30th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col CA Ford
W01 (RSM) Brett

All in all the Sqn had a very interesting and educational week with
their Tactics, Techniques and Procedures being well and truly
practised . Let's hope that nobody will have to rely too heavily on
these upon deployment to theatre. Good luck 256 Sig Sqn!

Overall the Shooting Camp was a huge success. Thanks go to

256 SIGNAL SQUADRON

S~gt _Martin Ja~es for initial planning, SSgts O'Mahoney, Rory

oc

Maj Liz Dallyn
W02(SSM) SJ ROBINSON

250 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

SSM

oc

The Sqn would like to welcome Maj Liz Dallyn to the helm as OC
Sqn. Our best wishes and thoughts go with Maj Duncan
Parkinson and his wife Rachel as they embark on there new
posting to the very distant Falkland Islands; we hope it isn't too
windy and that no vicious penguins attack them .

SSM

Maj JR Anderson
W02(SSM) Lok

ARMY OPERATIONAL SHOOTING COMPETITION (AOSC)
2007 - by Cpl Shiva Gurung
The AOSC 07 was held at Pirbright Ranges over the period 30
June to 6 July. Although the Regt was busy preparing and trg for
Op HERRICK 7 and other high readiness JTFHQ tasks, a team
and an individual was entered into this year's competition. The
team was led by OIC Shooting, Capt (QGO) Ninnal Gurung and
after 2 weeks trg we were deemed ready tor the competition. The
competition was made even harder by the strong winds and
heavy rain which tested even the best shots. As in the previous
years, the competition was strong in the Team event and the
battle between 30 Sig Regt, 22 Sig Regt and 2nd RGR was fierce.
However once again, the Regt showed its marksmanship skills
and shooting ability to defend its title and win the team event.
The top 5 team positions were:
178 points
30 Sig Regt
1st
161 points
22 Sig Regt
2nd
159 points
3rd
2 RGR
145 points
4th
3 Rifles
141 points
5th
1 Rifles

8th
12th
13th
14th
35th
67th
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Cpl Shiva Gurung
Sig Balbahadur Gurung (First time)
Cpl Saroj Rana
Cpl Lilasing Gurung
LCpl Bernham-Packham (First time)
Sig Laxman Rai (First time)

On 1 July, the Trg Wing, plus more willing volunteers deployed to
Swynnerton Trg Area to conduct the Regtl Pre-Deployment Trg
(PDl) for those deploying on Op HERRICK. The week package
contained Contact Drills, Casualty Scenario's, VCP 's, Mine
Awareness, Dog handling plus an array of other special mil treats.
The PDT ended with a Battle Run which enabled everyone to test
there newly honed skills.

The culmination of the 256 Sig Sqn op trg package was a week
long ex ran by the Regt Trg Wing at Swynnerton Camp. This
comprised a variety of refresher stands covering a host of areas
ranging from: dismounted patrolling (including the use of
translators). veh contact drills, trauma management, mine
awareness and judgmental trg. Innovative interest periods
included a demonstration from the dog handling unit based at
101 Log Bde, with a number of 'enthusiastic' volunteers putting
themselves forward for the attack dog demonstration. Other
periods, run by Sgt Drew Mechen, covered recognition drills and
the basics behind calling in Indirect Fire from mortars, artillery
and Close Air assets. Designed by the Trg Wing SSI , SSgt Rory
O'Neill, utilising Trg Wing staff under the steely eye of the Trg
Officer, Capt Hodge Arthurs, the package was specifically
designed to enhance the lessons learnt on IA OPTAG and
develop the junior soldier's ability to tackle demanding situations
in pressure environments. A period of in camp instruction
followed scenario driven field ex. Not to get away from the
physically demanding nature of today's ops an ACFT was also
thrown into the timetable to 'spice things up'.

IR OPTAG - by Sig Tait

Without a doubt, this year has been the most successful year in
the Regt's shooting history as all team members managed to get
into the Army One Hundred, wining 19 trophies on a single event
as well as securing the championship tor the 2nd consecutive
year. The individual positions within the Army One Hundred were:

0 Neill and Amnt tor all the range planning and timely advice.
Thanks also to Sgt Chris Umney, the SQMS who proved that he
couldn't be in 10 places at once, and all the safety staff and
general duty guys without whom, none of it would have been
possible.

REGIMENTAL PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING (PDT) - by Lt
Lewis Matthews

The practical aspects of the course were greatly appreciated by
all who participated and there was a genuine feeling that people
took a lot from the package. The realities of the threats in theatre
and the nature of business being conducted by all members of
the Armed Forces on HERRICK were highlighted during the battle
run, which was the confirmatory ex run over the final day and a
half. This served to boost the confidence in all those involved that
their drills were up to scratch and ready tor the up coming
deployment.

The CO admires the Silverware

The last day culminated in a sect attack, up hills, crawling
throu~h ditches and burrowing through tunnels (no one's taking
the mickey out of Sgt Bennet tor his knee pads now). There was
~ags of ag~ression and shouting from the safety staff; the only
time you will ever get away with telling 2 SSMs in one day to get
on their belt buckles.

On 2 July 2007, members of 256 Sig Sqn deploying on Op
HERRICK arrived at Lydd Trg camp for their pre-deployment IR
OPTAG course - along with 500 other members of the Armed
Forces. After the initial move into the camp, we were all settled
into the prisoner cellblock H accn and were promptly bussed up
to a range to watch a PENDEM. It might have been a good idea
to take along some binoculars as we could not see a round
falling!
Day 2 and everybody was more than relieved to find that the
remainder of the week was mostly practical or outdoor lessons,
with a mix of various shooting practices, patrolling scenarios and
medical battle scenarios. One of the scenarios involved leaving a
wooden Chinook in hostile conditions and then patrolling an area
until coming into contact.
The patrolling scenario was another interesting combination of
cap badges all coming together. It started with a presentation on
the principles of patrolling and then in the afternoon was the
practical. The scenario itself was very impressive and the OS
were more than happy with the efforts of the Sqn . However,
even with Sgt 'Georgie' Keogh taking the lead as sect comd,
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The dog handling lesson was an eye opener for everyone and
willing volunteers had the opportunity to dress up in safety suits
and run full charge at a very angry Alsatian. Sorry did I say
'willing'. I meant 'volunteered'. Sgt Drew Mechen got his
comeuppance as he teased one of the dogs, shouting 'Bring it
on' just before he tripped over and gave the dog the opportunity
to Bring It On.
The Trg Wing bids farewell to the Trg Wing Officer Capt Arthurs,
SSls SSgt Jim O'Mahoney, SSgt Rory O'Neil, SSgt(YofS) Ross
Thubron, Sgt Rob Dunnington and Sgt Matt Page. We wish you
all good luck with your new jobs, and welcome in W02(Yof5)
Andy Mount, who is posted into to replace all of the above
CORPS NET BALL - THE DAVIES CUP
- by W02(QMSI) Brenda Berry

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

This year's competition took place at 30 Sig Regt and was
organised by W02(QMSI) Brenda Berry, Army Physical Training
Corps on behalf of the new Chairman of the Royal Signals
Netball, Lt Col C A Ford.

Maj A Balsdon
W02(SSM) M Wilford

REGIMENTAL PRE-DEPLOYMENT TRAINING - by Cpl Thomas
On 10 June 07, the Regtl Trg Wing, plus a few willing volunteers
from the Regt, deployed to Warcop Trg Camp for the Regtl
Shooting Camp in preparation for the forthcoming deployment to
Afghanistan. The Shooting camp consisted of the IBSR, COB
lane, Night Shoot, Top cover shoot and the weeks shooting
culminating with a Sect Attack.
The first day got off to a good start on the IBSR, with the sun
shining and with good skills and drills being shown by all the
soldiers. However the weather changed with torrential rain and
gale force winds, which sadly carried on for the rest of the week.
But 'if it's not raining, it's not training ' as SSgt Jim O'Mahoney
quoted on a number of times.
The COB seemed to be enjoyed by all and separated the men
from the boys, with the men going right flanking through the
s~ream and muddy bog and the boys going left flanking through a
bit of long damp grass (you know who you are). It didn't make
much difference in the end as they all finished the COB neck
deep in a muddy puddle.
The Winning Team!

By the time we arrived at the night shoot, everyone was tired and
emotional. The gale force winds and torrential rain played havoc
with the trg; well that was the excuse used by SSgt O'Mahoney
for his poor night Illumination efforts. That's the last time he will
be IC Illumination. Call yourself an 'A Qual'?
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The competition was a Round Robin and matches were 2 halves
of 15 mins each. The aim of the competition was to foster team
spirit, provide a break from the rigours of trg and assess the
potential tor a Royal Corps of Signals team.
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The results of the competition were as follows:

4 Mech Bde v 22 Sig Regt
16 Sig Regt v 30 Sig Regt
4 Mech Bde v 16 Sig Regt
30 Sig Regt v 22 Sig Regt
4 Mech Bde v 30 Sig Regt
22 Sig Regt v 16 Sig Regt

19 - 2
5 - 12

7 - 5
21- 4
12 - 14
3 - 16

Overall Results:
1st - 9 points - 30 Sig Regt
2nd - 7 points - 4 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn
3rd - 5 points - 16 Sig Regt
4th - 3 points - 22 Sig Regt
Special thanks to all team umpires on the day, especially Sgt
Tweed from 37 Sig Regt M for dedicating her time to the
competition.
TRAI LWALKER UK 2007
Four people with 1 goal - to ru n or walk 1OOkm over the South
Downs in under 30 hours whilst raising money for the Gurkha
Welfare Trust and Oxfam GB - this is Trailwalker UK.
Trailwalker is the annual event organised by the Queen's Gurkha
Signals (QGS) which began in 1981 when the Regt was based in
Hong Kong; the challenge was simple - to complete a 1OOkm
route across the Macl ehose Trail in a team of 4. On the return of
the QGS to the UK, the event continued with the Regt organising
the event held over the South Downs. In those early years some
£50,000 would be raised annually for the Gurkha Welfare Trust the event has grown somewhat!
Trailwalker has taken off globally with events being held in Hong
Kong, Japan, Australia and New Zealand with plans to start more.
The event is now the UK's largest Ultra-Marathon and attracts mil
and civilian participants. In 2006, Trailwalker UK attracted
£880,000 in gross sponsorship which was distributed between
the Gurkha Welfare Trust and Oxfam GB. Trailwalker is the single
biggest annual fundraising event for both charities.
The lead for organising the event is 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn in 30
Signal Regiment with 246 and 248 Gurkha Sig Sqns providing
essential manpower and resources. It is also being aided by 217
Sig Sqn, 22 Sig Regt and trainees from DCCIS, Blandford . For
the participants the weekend begins with the registration, BBQ
and display from the Band of the Bde of Gurkhas on the Friday
evening prior to the start on the Saturday morning from Queen
Elizabeth Country Park in Petersfield, Hampshire.
Along the route, QGS manned 10 checkpoints where the teams

could be met to get some much-needed food, refreshment and
sp from the Gurkhas and their own sp ~rews. The c~eck~oints
really tested the logistical and comd skill, as the soldiers 1n
charge had to deal with over 400 sp crews, as well as the 1600
participants. The overall logistical effort involved over 300
soldiers, more than 250 Portaloos and the provision of around
5,000 meals.
In the past, the fastest teams in Trailwalker have been those
entered by Gurkha units; 2007 was no exception. The QGS team
started well but were neck and neck in the early stages with the
QOGLR who were defending their 2006 crown. By the half-way
mark the QOGLR had lost a runner with exhaustion - eliminating
their chance to win the Fastest Team trophy. The QGS team were
leading but Sittang Coy, AMAS looked fresh and were only 10
mins behind (a small gap over a 62 mile route). The lead
obviously helped the QGS team as they slowly began to pull
away from their rivals and crossed the fi nish line in 1st place
some 1Ohrs and 43mins after starting; the celebrations continued
as the QGS B team took the Bronze Medal.

FINISA

as winners of

For those who could not quite match the blistering pace of the
Gurkha teams, the daylight began to fade as darkness enveloped
the South Downs. The pace of the walking began to slow but
there was always the anticipation of the hot pasta meal provided
by 248 Ghurkha Sig Sqn at the checkpoint after 70kms and
excitement of dawn breaking as they made their way along the
rolling hills.
Sunday morn ing began with a bang - well actually a number of
bangs as a huge thunder storm soaked all those taking part,
lowering the morale of many. However the finish at Brighton
Racecourse was also becoming busy as teams crossed the line
to enjoy the well-deserved Gurkha curry. The majority of teams
finished the event late morning and over lunch on the Sunday.
Sponsorship money from the weekend is still being collected but
as of early August, £462 ,000 has been collected and it is hoped
that the 2007 event will be the first to collect £1 M in sponsorship.
The Ops Officer of 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn would like to take this
opportunity to thank the principal sponsors, State Street, all the
landowners who allowed their fields to be taken over for the
weekend, the British Red Cross, Queen Elizabeth Country Park,
Brighton Racecourse, Whitehawk Football Club and the National
Trust, whose help and sp was invaluable to the success of the
weekend . A special recognition must also go to all the soldiers
who deployed to help the running of the event.

Brig Pope starts Trai/wa/ker 2007
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Lt Col SL Streete MBE TD
W01(RSM) M Concepcion

Before going over the Regt's exploits during the past 2 months, it
Is only right that we mention the sad loss of one of our longest
serving members of the permanent staff. Capt St eve Jones had
been the Non-Regular Permanent Staff (NAPS) PSAO at 41 (PLK)
Sig Sqn for more than 10 years when he tragically died in hospital
in July. Steve had been ill for the past year but no one expected
to lose him so soon. Having served a full and very successful
career in the Regular Army, working his way up through the ranks
to Maj. Steve brought a great deal to the TA and looked after his
Sqn very well indeed. At his funeral, the crematorium was
packed to bursting point with a fitting service led by the Regt
Padre, the Revd Canon Flora Winfield. Respected and popular,
he will be sorely missed by all who knew him and our thoughts
and prayers are with his family at this difficult time.
Since the last edition of The Wire, the new Ops Maj and YofS
have settled in, or rather been thrown in at the deep end and
joining them in the process of adapting to life at a TA Regt is our
new RSM. All at 31 wish W01(RSM) Mick Concepcion, his wife
and boys a fun and enjoyable 2 years in London. In the past
couple of months the RHQ team has also welcomed the new
Regt 21C, Maj John Pringle, who joined us at the end of May
from LIAG. Finally, welcome to Sgt 'Chadders' Chadwick who
joins the permanent staff as PSl(T) at 83 (L} Sp Sqn.

\· trailwalker uk

Queen's Gurkha Signals A Team approach the finish
Trai/walker 2007

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

If you are interested in taking part in Trailwalker UK 2008 you
must be quick as the entries get snapped up early in the New
Year. To find out more information check out the website at
www.Oxtam.ora.uk/Ttailwalker - See you next July!
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The last couple of months have been focussed on Annual Camp
and a composite article below details our adventures in Scotland.
Pre, during and post camp the CO was pleased to announce 23
soldier promotions with hopefully another 3 to take place later in
the year, subject to courses being completed. The senior
promotion was to the now W02(FofS} Mark Eastwood-Bell who
gains his Warrant. On top of this was the welcoming into the
Officers Mess of both Capt Matt Cahill and Capt Justin Harris
on receiving their Late Entry Commissions. Having been dined
out of the WOs' and Sgts' Mess on the Saturday night in the
middle of camp, they were formally welcomed into the Officers
Mess with some champagne at lunch on the Sunday, before
being formally dined into the Mess on Monday night, when the
Officers hosted the Bde Comd and the Master of the Worshipful
Company of lnnholders.
Both Messes had great nights and a big thanks should go to
SSgt Welsh who arranged a piper and highland dancers for both
functions.
The Regt 's most important social night of the calendar took place
on Thursday 21 June this year. Known as the 'Mayor Making
Dinner Night', it is an opportunity for the Officers and Warrant
Officers of the Regt to host a wide spectrum of distinguished
civilian and mil guests. Most important are the Mayors and
Deputy Mayors of all the Boroughs that the Regt has sub-units in
or that it has a historical link with. It is referred to as the Mayor
Making Dinner, because most Boroughs elect their new Mayors at
the beginning of June and therefore this dinner is often the first
formal function the newly elected Mayors attend and almost
definitely their first mil function.
The hosts and guests were treated to a wonderful 5 course meal
and music by the Brass Quintet of the HAG in the Corps colours
marquee at Regtl HQ in Southfields. Also represented at the
dinner were the Lord Lieutenants of the Boroughs of London and
surrounding districts, the Master of the Worshipful Company of
lnnholders and a representative of the Lord Mayor's Office, as
well as senior mil guests. These included the Comd of the 2(NC)
Sig Bde, the Deputy Comd of 145 Bde and the Chief of Staff for
London District.
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Crosby, the new OC of 83 (London) Support Squadron, with the Mayor
of Wandsworth

The evening was a great success with the aim of the night being
achieved - key representatives of both the mil and civilian
communities liaising and building foundations for cooperative
support, as well as educating and updating our civilian guests on
the role and nature of 31 Sig Regt.
Apart from all that and the fact that the whole of RHQ and the
RAO's dept was flooded, with a stream literally running down the
corridor and water coming in through every door and up through
the floor, its been a quiet couple of months!
31 SIGNAL REGIMENT'S EPIC NEW ADVENTURE - EXERCISE
HEBRIDEAN BROADCAST
THE COMMS EXERCISE - by 41 (PLK) Sig Sqn
A City of London Sig Regt going on ex to the Outer Hebrides it's not that far honest! Well, after bedding down at 5 Sig Sqn on
the Friday night, the main Regtl body got up and got on the road.
Most made it to the M40 from Banbury, albeit Capt Holland led
his packet the long way there, going south before realising his
error! After a mammoth drive, an overnight stay in a wee Scottish
trg camp and a ferry trip, the Regt finally arrived in one piece at
Rangehead, South Uist on the afternoon of Sunday 8 July. You
could sense the comd element's relief that everyone had made it
there!
After an initial brief from the new Ops Maj, Maj Pete 'Griff'
Griffiths and the new YofS, W02(YofS} Daz Bailey, we had an
enforced 8 hrs rest, to guard those valuable drivers' hours. There
was no rest however for the nominated CONOPS crew, our
deployable HQ. In fact, CONOPS was dismounted into the
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Rangehead conference building, with CONOPS taking one
conference room, EXCON taking the other, and the Adjt, Capt
Jez Wadia's G1 Cell sitting somewhere in the middle, keeping
the peace. Conveniently, the staff sleeps were in the disused
kitchen so the 'commute' to work was somewhere between 10 20 secs.
The setting up of CONOPS was perhaps the first phase most
liable to potential disaster. It was the responsibility of 3 of the 4
OC Sqns to complete the work. The nominated i:titlal Chief of
Staff (COS), Maj Jason Fensome, sketched out a plan of the
layout and the connectivity that he wanted and then beat a hasty
retreat, leaving Maj Carolyn Murison and Capt Ian 'Dutch'
Holland to do the work. The fourth OC, Maj Terry Crosby was
otherwise engaged conducting recces for the AT phase in the
following week. Later on in the ex, the 2 other OCs took their
turns as CONOPS COS and were vexed by the Ops Maj's
fiendish schemes, but as the old saying goes, "You can't fight the
white".
The comms ex itself started with a vengeance the following
morning with a shakedown and initial deployment phase. Six
FFR dets were deployed into the field with crews drawn from all 4
Sqns. In addition, 3 more dets were deployed at
EXCON/CONOPS, including a 41 Sqn LANWARD Det tasked to
communicate with our American counterparts, 11 Sig Bn at Fort
Detrick in Maryland, 2 of whom were deployed with us. About
midway through the ex, the COS was 'killed off' so took the
opportunity to go out and visit some of the dets. The most
remote was Sgt Chris Hunter's at Clettreval Radar Station on
North Uist. Its tactical siting couldn't be faulted - the Rover,
trailer and 9x9 were all in dead ground ... along with a dead and
rapidly decomposing sheep. Fortunately, the wind and rain
seemed to keep both flies and bad odours away. At
Lochskipport on South Uist, the sight of LCpl Robin Young
eschewing his sleeping bag in favour of his bivvy jacket and
trousers presented quite a spectacle. Sgt Ian 'Olly' North had a
'quiet word' as they say and convinced Youngy that his sleeping
system was indeed 'fit for purpose'. You 'can't keep a good man
down though, and later in the week LCpl Young was seen
sprinting like an Olympian back and forth from CONOPS to his
det as a runner, carrying message traffic for transmission via
TREND.

The war effectively finished on Friday 13 July, with the usual twist
of Call Sign O creating havoc on the net by pretending to be
someone else and confusing all the other call signs as much as
they could. Luckily, with the recent voice procedure trg the Regt
had been given, even Sig Hitchens managed to follow the
correct procedures and stay calm. That day proved unlucky for
the opposing Kalmaran forces - without going into great detail,
suffice to say that the ex scenario was worthy of a Tom Clancy
novel! Despite IEDs, SF and EW attacks, 31 Sig Regt had
prevailed and defeated all-comers. The much anticipated last
day of the comms ex came round and comms throughout had
been good - well almost!
And so there ends the first week of Ex HEBRIDEAN
BROADCAST. It is impossible to single out all of the characters
who made the ex what it was, but the thanks of the CONOPS
staff must go to the clerks who supported them, especially Cpl
Ali Kelly (who spent her birthday 'on shift') and LCpl Tash
Wynne. Also SSgt(YofS) Mark Vincent of 56 Sig Sqn who
performed sterling service in the CONOPS, Cpl Louise Wilkins
'stagged on' with the best of them and provided real benefit as
the Duty Rad Op, and our night watchkeeper, Capt Scott
Bumby, 21C 83 Sp Sqn, did equally valuable work - he went on
to win the 'golden blanket' award but the exact circumstances of
that achievement are perhaps for another time. We couldn 't end
the article without mentioning SSgt Loxley Trype, who
completed what is probably his last ever Annual Camp at the age
of 59 having served for what is literally almost a lifetime. As
always his input and good humour in the G1 world was
invaluable.
The first week was proof that 31 Sig Regt could deploy to one of
the remotest parts of the UK and communicate on several
different nets simultaneously. The plan was ambitious, but the
Regt stepped up to meet the challenge and succeeded.
THE POTIED SPORTS - by 5 (QQOH) Sig Sqn

As well as the comms there was some excellent mil trg provided
on the ranges overlooking the gorgeous beaches and out to sea.
SSgts 'Mac' McMullen, Steve Welsh , Mick Stone and Sgt
Richards ran the GPMG and rifle ranges, whilst Sgts 'Stabber'
Smith and Chadwick ran a brilliant bayonet fighting stand, with
Cpl Williams providing the physical punishment aspect to
motivate the troops to get into the spirit of the drills! All the OS
then concluded their day with some good old Sect and Pl
Advance to Contacts, practising on long sandy beaches first.

SSgt Loxley Trype and the newly promoted Sgt Paul McGarity
after the potted sports

OC 5 Squadron being supervised on the GPMG by her SPSI, SSgt
Welsh
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Having finished Week 1 of camp and prior to starting Week 2, the
Regt endured a day of 'special' potted sports organised and
devised by our Regular PTI, Cpl Neil Williams. Saturday was the
first night of alcohol on camp and as team lists had already been
published, the odd whisper of team tactics could be heard
around the bars - in particular from the PSl's team huddling in the
corner. So with apprehension and in trepidation and not knowing
what to expect, the Regt turned up at the gym after a much
needed lunch. The afternoon consisted of a round robin of 9
stands in all. The Regt was broken down into teams including
Sqn teams, a PSl 's team and a Comd team led by the CO.
Fearless 5 Sqn started with ' Beat the Goalie' and Sgts Sheilds
and Sgt Milner showed that they had lost all of their boyhood

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 2007

ball skills and were able to get just a few in past the CO's driver _
LCpl Urie and the Regt FofS, W02(FofS) 'Max' Challis were the
official goalies. Next we were on to the hockey stand where 5
S~n 's ~SM , dribbling with. a sti?k, proved that hockey trg every
Friday 1s good for something . Walking The Plank' followed and
Sig Rebecca Hitchens showed us all how it was done most of
us having not made it to the first obstacle.
'

many marshmallows as possible as well as camouflage each
others faces and other things - all of them got into the spirit of
things and had a good laugh. Our 2 US army guests also came in
for a lot of flak in the skits but took it all with great gusto and
seemed to enjoy the night.

Sgt Mark Belcher's 'Chin Ups' added up to most of the total
amassed by the whole Sqn and Cpl Lisa Green and Sig
Hitchens' Spider-man impersonations on the climbing wall were
a sight to behold. Recently promoted Capt Alex Orr's nasty
nos~ dive accident on the floor, as a result of the SSM dropping
him in the Wheel Barrow race, is definitely worth a mention .
Other stands included throwing medicine balls between 2 high
bars and dragging a heavy trolley of mats around an outside
course. Overall , the fearless 5 Sqn team came 3rd from last.
Suspiciously, the CO's Comd Team took the Gold Medal!

THE ADVENTUROUS TRAINING - by 83 (L) Sp Sqn
Benbecula for Annual Camp! Where's that then? In fact
Benbec~la provided a mouth watering prospect for the 3-day AT

phase with Blow Kart1ng (aka sand yachting) top of the activities
pile. Sitting in a lightweight 3 wheeled aluminium kart with a sail
attached travelling at 30mph over the solid sand was fantastic
fun! Most came back sand blasted too! There are reports that
the RSM had an ongoing disagreement with his blow cart, but not
as badly as the Bde Comd!
Be!ng o~e of the top 5 Sea Kayaking venues in the world, LCpl
Otis Whitaker chose to show his skills underwater rather than on
it'. twice! The choppy waters and strong currents were enough to
give some paddlers a good dunking as they found these long 17ft
sea going kayaks very difficult to handle, but spotting the seals in
open w~ter wa~ a real bonus. With the mountain bikers cruising
the Caribbean-like sand beaches for miles, the trekkers tramping
over 14km of unspoilt hillside (with not a path in sight but a
co.mplet~ herd of deer was!) and the inland canoeists honing their
skills, this was a varied and packed programme to remember.
This completely madcap idea of getting an entire TA Regt to the
Western Isles of
Scotland,
complete with
green fleet turned
out to be a
master stroke.
Without doubt
the best camp in
years, no
popping home
for a loaf of
bread this time
around! Well
done to the MT,
LAD and QM's
dept for
producing and
executing the
most complex
movement and
admin plan ever
seen!
Cpl Espirit after the Blow Karting

Little Britain's Anne and her friend, provided by the Regiment's
LAD
Just to add one more social event, the RSM very kindly invited
th~ Officers into the WOs' and Sgts' Mess for a Games Night. On

arrival SSgt 'Basically' McMullen briefed everyone on the games
to be played and the strict rules to adhere to. The night included
some old classics like 'bottle walking' and 'nails', traditional pub
games like darts and snooker, and indoor putting. The grand
finale was a 'peg' race' - ask yourself how many clothes pegs
you can physically attach all over your face, then imagine the
pain, now run as well and then have them quickly pulled off! It
wa·s a fantastic night and the Officers were hosted exceptionally
well. Oh, of course the Officers let the WOs and Sgts win, out of
courtesy!
Finally, to finish the ex off there was the 2 day return trip. Easy,
you might say, except that this meant the final leg was on Friday
20 July, the day of the flash floods and the UK's worst flooding
for 60 years! Despite getting caught in the floods themselves, our
dets helped out the odd stranded motorist before eventually
getting back to their TACs and emptying the minibuses of water!
Well done to all those who bothered to stop and help others in
dire straits.
All in all, this year's camp was an excellent experience and one
the Regt will be talking about for years to come.
83 (LONDON) SUPPORT SQUADRON

THE 'SMOKER' AND OFFICERS TO WOS' & SGTS' MESS
NIGHT - by 56 Sig Sqn

oc
SSM

The Camp was rounded off with the traditional 'Smoker' evening,
with the end of camp skits proving to be a big hit and an absolute
Joy to watch, demonstrating what everyone thought of the Camp
~nd the permanent staff! Each Sqn did themselves proud with
Anne ' from Little Britain being one of the favourite hosts for the
evening. Well done to all the permanent staff who had to eat as
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Maj T Crosby
W02 Harris

Hot off the press is the news that the Acting OC, Maj Terry
Crosby, has now formally been awarded the post following a
board at 2(NC) Sig Bde. More good news is that the Sqn saw s
of its members promoted on, or just before camp.
Congratulations go to LCpl Sally Mucklow, Cpl Louise Wilkins,
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Cpl Paul Yariett, Sgt Elizabeth Lafferty and Sgt Paul McGarity.
With Maj Teny Crosby's civilian job being Managing Director of
his own AT Company and the fact that he is the Regt AT Officer
(RATO), it is no wonder the Regt has increased its AT activities. A
large group is about to embark on a high altitude trek in India this
summer/autumn and plans are already in place for another trek in
January 08 but this time in the Sahara Desert. Regtl skiing will
take place again in Austria next February and new on the horizon
are trekking in Upper Mustang, Nepal (A\1~wst 08) and a sea
kayaking expedition in New Zealand (Ma • 09). Watch this space,
1n 2010 it'll be Mars!
5 (QUEEN'S OWN OXFORDSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

oc
SSM

MaJ CL Murison
W02(SSM) M Taylor

The second weekend in July had arrived and it was time for
Annual Camp 2007. Critical to the initial success of the ex was
the Regt moving into 5 Sqn's TAC at Banbury. So Capt Jelfs, the
PSAO, not missing a trick stocked up on drinks and 'stickies'
ready for the hungry masses! The walls of the TAC struggled to
contain the whole Regt as they bedded down but by 0700hrs the
following morning it was empty, as the Regt commenced its
journey to the Outer Hebrides. Thanks go to those in the Sqn
that helped with that all important first stage of the ex.
Although the Regt's article is above, some of our key Camp
moments include: seeing the horror on Sig Hitchen's face when
she was made Det 21C and tried to protest her inexperience; Sgt
Milner's excuse for the slight dent in the FFR; and the Regt's very
own 'porta potties'. SSgt Welsh was in heaven running his
GPMG range and did a grand job. All in all, 5 Sqn's view was
that this year's camp was an excellent experience. Next time the
three peaks challenge!
In June, members of the Sqn took part in some AT in Wales. This
started with a 13 mile warm up session in the Brecon Beacons,
followed by a 3 hr journey to Mount Snowdon which, with aching
muscles, everyone climbed. Notable was SSgt Dave Allan
making the summit in under 70 mins. The next day consisted of a
less rigorous climb just to work out the muscles. This was an
excellent starting point for the 3 Peaks Challenge when we'll take
on 56 Sig Sqn and we know who will win!
CHARITY MIDNIGHT WALK
Several members of the Sqn took part in a charity 12 mile
Midnight Walk on 28 July, in aid of a local charity, Katherine
House Hospice. SSM Taylor, LCpl Wragg and Cpl Green
volunteered and the 3 of them duly turned up at Banbury Rugby
Club at 2300hrs to register. At this point they were thinking 'why
are we doing this?' as it had been raining all evening and did not
look like it was going to stop. However it wasn 't long before an·
overly cheerful local fitness instructor warmed everyone up,
probably an ex-PTI , just before setting off. After 7 miles, with it
still raining and all soaking wet, it was a quick pit stop for a hot
drink and an energy boosting chocolate bar and then off again
with only 5 miles to go. After just over 3 hours they finally
returned to the start point and were presented with a medal and a
much earned bacon buttie!

Council. Operating her own Ops Room for 7 days, 24hrs a day,
she was managing the aftermath of over 2500 properties being
flooded and the Thames threatening to flood another 500. One
good thing came out of it though in the form of a crate of beer, as
she was spotted giving an interview on Sky News!
congratulations - fi nally a quick congrats to our newly promoted
personnel, SSgt Goodwin and LCpl O'Sullivan , and also to Sigs
Caldwell and Salmon on being awarded best recruits in their
basic trg.
41 (PRINCESS LOUISE'S KENSINGTON) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
NSSM

Maj J Fensome
W02(FofS) M Byrne
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Maj Steve Wayman
W02(SSM) Heather Taylor

Dave Graham stepped up and collected the trophy. Well done to
all those involved.
50 (NORTHUMBRIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj SA Smith
W02(SSM) CA Phillips

THE US LINK

SSM

As part of the Regt's Annual Camp, it is worth mentioning that 41
Sqn were conducting an exchange with the US, with the newly
promoted SSgt Simon May and LCpl Carol McMillan
(congratulations to them both) deploying to Fort Detrick, USA.
Our Sqn received Sgt Mike Lalor and Spc Alex Thompson in
return. Both of our American colleagues were experienced HF
operators, who deployed out on the FFR and LANWARD Dets.

2ND DIVISION ARMY FOOTBALL SIXES CHAMPIONSHIP

EXERCISE BAVARIAN TIGER

Eight members of 34 Sig Regt football team arrived in a sunlit,
although slightly damp Catterick to represent the Regt in the 2
Div Army Sixes Championship. 34 Sig Regt was the first team to
take the field against 1 Rifles, formerly 2 LI. The Regt got off to a
poor start and fell 2 goals behind after only 5 minutes of the first
half. In the second half and 34 Regt pulled one back when team
Captain, Sgt Dave Graham slotted home from close range after
the 1 Rifles goal keeper had pulled off a string of fine saves. With
only 2 mins to go, player manager, Sgt Luke Hitchin found
himself one on one with the goalkeeper and calmly slotted the
ball into the bottom left corner to bring the score to 2 - 2. The
game ended 2 - 2 and went straight to penalties. After 5
penalties each, the scores were level, which left only the
goalkeepers to take one. After slotting his penalty home, Sgt
Neil Cansfield pulled off a fantastic save giving 34 Regt a 4 - 3
win on penalties over 1 Rifles.

Lt Jo Burke accompanied 39 Sig Regt on their Annual Camp as
an MLT instructor. Ex BAVARIAN TIGER was an exhilarating 2
weeks of hiking, climbing, kayaking and rafting, based out of the
AT Lodge in Oberstdorf, Bavaria. Situated on the
German/Austrian border, the scenery was out of this world, with
breathtaking views of the Alps to be had at every opportunity.
The ridge walks at 2000m plus, offered spectacular photo
opportunities and were a favourite with everyone.

In fact the LANWARD link to the US didn't go too well.
Unfort~nately, the US directional HF antenna was locked on an
azimuth of 51 ° which was ideal for London which was less
efficient for the Outer Hebrides. Despite improving the antenna
(no mean feat with the 17m tall international mast), comms were
only briefly achieved. Both our US colleagues, Sgt Lalor and
Spc Thompson, went away with the clear impression that
achieving transatlantic comms was more challenging from our
end than theirs. However, it can't have been all bad because
they both want to come back next year to do some more of the
same.
56 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Capt I Holland
W02S Hall

As well as making it to Scotland, a further 8 soldiers from 56 Sig

Sqn deployed to Belgium and Germany to run the other end of
our comms ex. This leg was commanded by Capt Henry Taylor,
the Regt's TOT, and co-ordinated by the Regt's Ops SSgt, SSgt
Baz Roberts and was great success and exciting addition to the
main camp.
56 Sig Sqn's highlights of camp would be: getting fresh salmon
from the local fish farmers to complement ration packs; the odd
bogging in of vehs in the peat bogs, especially when our REME
recovery had to call up help to have their own assets recovered;
and for many it was their first time firing the GPMG and doing
bayonet drills.
Several members deservedly gained promotion on camp. They
are now Sgt Hewett, Sgt Renaud, LCpl Goodchild, LCpl "Stu"
Brown and LCpl Fleet. LCpl Carter also got his promotion
when the European part of our deployed troops was visited by
the CO. Two of our REME soldiers also picked up - well done to
Cpls Harrison and Chatfield.

UK OPERATIONS - OP OUTLOOK
Having just returned from ex, fighting our way through the floods
back to Banbury, the UK Ops role we had been trg for became a
reality. As the closest Sqn to the flooded area in Gloucester and
with the 145 (HC) Bde area affected by flash floods, plus the
potential for river flooding from the Thames, the Sqn was 'stood
up' ready to respond to assist 37 Sig Regt and to support 145
Bde as necessary. Kit was checked and double checked and
some 26 soldiers and officers made themselves available should
the need arise, keen to assist in whatever capacity was required.
Unfortunately the OC, Maj Murison, was not able to be one of
them as she is the Emergency Planning Officer for West Berkshire

34th (NORTHERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

Recruiting is still the order of the day and the Sqn is busy
preparing for the Airborne Show in the middle of August and
hope to attract another 20 plus recruits like we did last year. The
event will coincide with the Officers versus Sgts cricket match in
Eastbourne.
Congratulations to Sig Sam Ambrose for being the best overall
recruit on her recent CMSR at Grantham. Also passing out from
the Sqn on the same course were Sig Lewis, Sig Bonner, Sig
Murphy, Sig Platt and Sig Londo. Congratulations also to Sgt
'Stand' Still on passing his SSgt's course at Blandford. Five
other soldiers are currently on their trade courses.
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In the second game of the tournament 34 Regt were up against
ITC Catterick. This was a hard fought game in which fitness and
organisation came head to head - the fitness of the Inf versus the
organisation of the_Royal Signals. Both teams cancelled each
other out and the game ended in a 0 - 0 draw. So once again
penalties were to decide the outcome. Sgt Cansfield was again
the hero by pulling off 2 superb saves, allowing Sgt Mark
Middlesmiss to slot home the winning penalty.
As the Regt had won both of its games, it was in prime position
to win the group and move into the final. All that stood between
us and the final was an under strength REME Workshops side.
The Regt dominated the game with some outstanding passing in
the middle of the park between Lt Matt Usher, Sgt AJ Walton
and Sgt Robinson. To complement the passing, some
nonchalant finishing from Sgt Dave Graham and Cpl Boyes
followed by a cheeky lob from Sgt Luke Hitchin ended the game
in a 5 - 0 victory over the REME.
Having won all 3 of their group games, 34 Sig Regt moved into
the final, where they would once again face ITC Catterick. Again
it would be fitness versus the organisation of the Signals. The
game started with some 1OOmph football from ITC. Some fine
play coinciding with a little luck saw the Inf go ahead as the ball
trickled passed the desperate dive of Sgt Neil Cansfield into our
net. The game pressed on and into the second half. With 3 mins
remaining, Lt Usher broke free in the middle of the park with only
one player to beat and made a perfectly weighted pass to the
oncoming Cpl Boyes who blasted the ball passed the despairing
dive of the outstanding ITC keeper and into the net. With the
score now 1 -1, the 2 teams played out the final minutes and
once again penalties were needed to separate what were
undoubtedly the 2 teams of the tournament. All of the 34 Sig
Regt players scored their penalties, piling the pressure onto the
final penalty of ITC Catterick. Once again Sgt Cansfield pulled
of a magnificent save to end his day of heroics and win the
trophy for 34 Sig Regt. After much celebration, all that was left to
cap off the day was the presentation of the trophy. In a sunlit
Catterick, the team captain and player of the tournament Sgt
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Lt Burke and Sig Davis Walters decide on the best way down

R&R was a fast and furious white water rafting trip across the
border in Austria, resulting in smiles all round - definitely enjoyed
by all! The troops also had a chance to visit the sombre
concentration camp at Dachau and almost made it to Munich but
somehow ended up 3 miles short ....
REGIMENTAL FAMILIES DAY
50 (N) Sig Sqn hosted the Regtl Families Day on 16 June. This
proved an excellent oportunity for the Regt, old and new, to get
together with their families in what was the culmination of the
Regt's 40th anniversary. The day was a roaring success and
even the rain did nothing to dampen the spirits of the excellent
White Helmets and the appreciative crowd. The Regtl Band,
impressive as always, ensured that everyone was well entertained
throughout the day.
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Maj Paul Denning
W02(SSM) Hunter

EXERCISE NORTHERN ATLANTIS - by SSgt Yuill
Ex NORTHERN ATLANTIS took place from 22 - 30 June 07 on a
Northern Red Sea Liveaboard dive vessel. The aims of the ex
were to enable pers to develop personal qualities of selfdiscipline, leadership , initiative, courage, fitness °:nd ~earn work
in adventurous conditions in order to enhance their mil
performance and to receive dive trg and experience in one of the
worlds premiere dive locations.
The ex was a sub-aqua AT exped for members of 34 Sig Regt in
which the exped party would spend the duration of the exped on
board a liveaboard dive vessel, the MY Juliet, provided by Oonas
Divers, operating out of Sharm El-Sheikh Egypt.
The organisation of the exped began in September 06 with SSgt
Mark Yuill and Maj Jenny Bowes advertising the event
throughout the Regt in order to get 12 pers on the exped, with
the priority being given to novice divers. After a few weeks all the
places were fully booked and the pre-exped trg could begin. The
pers who volunteered for the exped had varying degrees of
experience, from those who had ventured no fu rther th a~ a
paddling pool in th eir garden through to sports divers, dive
leaders and advanced divers up to the Sub Aqua Dive Supervisor
(SADS) Sgt Steve Mellor, without whom the expedition could
not have taken place.

throughout the week. At Stingray Statio.n we encountered s?ldier
fish, yellow margin moray eel and goat fish - almost everything
apart from stingrays. We then pro?eeded ~o Dunraven Reef for
our final day dive and first night dive. Having spent most of the
night dive trying to tight t~e c~rrents and getting waterl~gged .
torches to work, with MaJ Smith and LCpl Watso ~ getting a h~
back from a neighbouring boat, we set off for our first wreck dive,
the MV Dunraven, which we would dive on the morning of 25
June.

The SS Thislegorm has strong links with us here in the north east,
as it was built by Joseph Thompson and Sons of Sunderland in
June 1940. She was sunk on 6 October 1941 and now attracts
more divers than any other underwater site in the world. The
team spent the rest of the week diving various wrecks and
gaining invaluable dive experience in one of the world 's best d i~e
locations. On the final morning, we said our goodbyes to the dive
guides and crew, who catered for our every need throughout the
week and got back to dry land to spend a few hrs as tourists in
Sharm El-Sheikh before climbing back on the plane to a nice cold
rainy summer in UK.

35th (SOUTH MIDLAND) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
\\.\\

co

Lt Col MG Hanson
W01 (RSM) Overton

RSM
CO'S FOREWORD

The Regt has been kept busy in the last 3 months running major
exs and AT as well as deployment in sp of 12 Comms Gp Exs.
The Regt has also taken a lead role in 143 Bde Ex MIDLANDS
CHALLENGE which gave potential TA entrants a chance to join
the TA and complete phases 1a, b and c of their trg in just 4
weeks. The Regt played a pivotal role in the management of the
ex and the selection of the potential recruits for trg. This was no
mean task as there was 150 places and 700 applications for
those places.

Cpl Tom Oldfield
Cpl Michelle Carvell
LCpl Zoe Trimm
Cpl Pete Roberts
Sig Glass
Sig Durrant
The team started the walk on 29 June and completed the 192
miles on 8 July; taking 9 days to complete 192 miles, in what was
some of the wettest weather ever experienced. This gave all of
the team a tough time and played havoc with their boots and
feet. Undeterred the team marched on to the finish and enjoyed
a very welcome, if somewhat chilly, swim. All of the money raised
will be divided between the South Atlantic Medal Association
(SAMA) and Cancer Research.

We have had to say farewell to a staunch and stalwart member of
the RHQ team, Maj Neil Turnbull our Trg Maj, whose capacity
and dedication for work knew no bounds. Neil was instrumental
in turning the Regt 's fortunes round over the past 2 Y2 years and
our gratitude and best wishes go with him to his new post in ATR
(P).
We are delighted to welcome Maj Steve Lockwood as Trg Maj.
Steve, formerly the QM at 35 Sig Regt returns to us after a brief
absence across the water in NI.

Flying the Regimental Flag on Ex NORTHERN ATLANTIS
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long stay. Each day finished late and thankfully the Lodge
manager kept the bar open for us all to wind down, where many
a story was told and song was sung into the small hours. As
usual Sgt 'Tony' Bertram was on hand with his trusty guitar and
the Annual Camp Song (that is song for camp, not as it may
sound) took on a very Scottish theme and was enjoyed by all.
The traditional band cry of "Armageddon" was heard at the end
of each show as all the bands marched off. At the end of the
week as the bands departed we all looked back on a week of
new pastures, new music and new friends.

Many members of the Regt found themselves heavily involved in
assisting the civil powers and communities when the Midlands
were hit with unseasonably heavy rain, that resulted in some of
the worst flooding seen since records began. All did sterling
work and many went without sleep for long periods and I thank
them all for their hard work and selflessness.

Whilst all the new divers were undergoing their training Maj
Jenny Bowes and SSgt Mark Yuill busied themselves with
the task of getting the dreaded JSATFA completed , collecting
all the fu nding together and getting the dive eqpt from the
loan pool.

In the morn ing we were up at 0600hrs to do our fi rst dive, which
would involve buoyancy checks and familiarising ourselves with
the Red Sea environment. Before we knew it, we were diving
alongside parrot fish , blue stripped dottybacks and indian trigger
fish among other Red Sea delights. With the initial dive out of the
way and the dive guides, Maria and Dan, reasonably happy that
we weren't all going to drown, we set off to Stingray Station and
on the way we were treated to our first Egyptian breakfast with
omelette followed by cheese omelette followed by cheese and
ham and tomato omelette - this set the trend for breakfast

For the duration of the camp the bands were accommodated at
Rothiemurchus Lodge way up in the hills above Aviemore. Initial
music rehearsals took place at the Lodge car park and the echo
of mil band music around the Cairngorm Mountains and valleys
must have been a change from the ever present sound of the
bagpipes. The lodge was comfortable apart from the curse of the
vicious Scottish midges, who took no prisoners during the week

The ounraven lies upside down in about 20m of water and she
sank on 25 April 1876, bringing timber and gold from India.
Having thoroughly checked the area for any gold that may have
been left behind, we then settled into a routine which involved 3
day dives and one night dive for the res~ of the week. The main
event for the majority of the team was d1v1ng the wreck of the SS
Thistlegorm, which is a must for any one diving in the northern
Red Sea.

To finalise their place on the exped all pers had to have the
minimum qualification of Ocean Diver, Maj Simon Smith,
SSgt Mark Yuill, LCpl Pat Hutton, LCpl Cheryl Watson and
LCpl David Wright all joined Catterick Garrison Dive Club
and Sig Rob Wood joining a local Dive club in the Hull area
in order to get qualified. SSgt Ian Evans also joined
Catterick Dive Club to refresh his skills as a BSAC Advanced
Diver. All the novices joined the British Sub Aqua Club
(BSAC) and got their Ocean Diver Packages. Over the
subsequent month, all the new divers spent their time doing
their theory lessons and getting wet in Catterick swimming
pool, Ellerton Lake and Capenwray dive facility, with Maj .
Smith managing to get in a few trips to the North Sea having
instantly bought every item of Gucci kit known to diving.

By Saturday 23rd of June, with all pers now qualified to
Ocean Diver, the tpt left Brambles Farm TA Centre in
Middlesbrough at 0330hrs picking up pers at Darlington and
Leeds on the way through to Manchester airport. The team was
now complete having been joined by Capt Ross Anderson , SSgt
Tracey Downs (now on her 10th exped of the year) and Cpl
Andrew Findley. We departed Manchester airport at 0930hrs and
arrived at Sharm El-Sheikh at 1630hrs. We boarded the M. Y Juliet
that evening with the first stop being Raskati dive site. We
moored up, with he Egyptian crew diving down to tie the boat off
on the coral beds - not bothering with any diving eqpt to do the
job.

performance by CO and Adjt 34 Sig Regt who were suitably
impressed.

THE ROYAL SIGNALS (NORTHERN) BAND
Director of Music
Band NRPS

Capt TW Milford BA(Mus) LRSM
W02 DJ Crowther

BAND ANNUAL CAMP 2007
The Royal Signals (Northern) Band was to "Tak the High Road" as
the song goes, to Bonnie Scotland to participate in the Inverness
Highland Tattoo. The event took place at the picturesque setting
of Fort George, way out on the Moray Firth. The band was joined
by a large cast including: The Band of the Royal Regt of
Scotland , The Lowland TA Band , numerous Pipe Bands and
White Helmet wannabees "The Imps".
After 2 long days of intense rehearsals the show got on the road .
The dress rehearsal was to say the least an interesting
performance and after ironing out the usual massed bands
problems, it then became a very professional show, culminating
in one of the best firework displays we have ever witnessed. The
show was a sell-out every night and was attended on the 2nd
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We also welcome SSgt Desrouches to HQ Sqn LAD and SSgt
Knowler to 48 Sqn - both very welcome members of the team.
This is our valiant team after their swim at the end of their 192 mile
march

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON
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95 (SHROPSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
Maj William Henderson
W02(SSM) Mair
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Maj Chris Lewis
W02(SSM) Dewfall

COAST TO COAST - by SSgt Richards
- by LCpl Bownes

HQ Sqn every ready and willing to support local and national
charities recently assisted a group of young ladies called the
Sarasin Sirens, intheir bid to raise money for local charities at an
event called the CV1 Run for home. This was organized by Cpl
Tom Oldfied but that clearly wasn't keeping him busy enough, so
he also threw his hat in the ring to set up the admin for a team
from across the Regt to undertake the 192 Mile Coast to Coast
walk from St Bees in Cumbria to Robin Hood Bay in Yorkshire.
Th e team consisted of 9 members:
Maj Paul Rodenhurst
Wo2 Andy Wilkins
SSgt Colin Richards

~

(IC)
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95 Sqn have been kept busy with its soldiers and officers doing
sterling work in sp of all manner of things, runn ing BSS Courses,
AT, Regtl and Group Exs and of course MIDLANDS CHALLENGE.
Added to that was the management of the introduction of JPA
and the new recru iting IT system TRHA.
On a lighter note, the Sqn took part in the Shrewsbury Carnival in
our efforts to maintain the Army in Society (AiS) profile. This was
headed up by Sgt Roberts and put together by LCpl Bownes
and several of our youngest TA soldiers. We had a display stand
in the Quarry Park and 2 of our vehs took part in the carnival
parade, which went down very well with the people of the town
and gave our young soldiers a real buzz.
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ONE ARMY RECRUITING (OAR) EVENT-3 JULY- by Pte
Rawlings

wet, exhausted and on many occasions gasping for breath .

The Sqn recently hosted an event for the AFCO at Shrewsbury
in the spirit of OAR taking 15 students from the Regular Army
run "Pre-uniformed Services Course" on for some hands on
'signals experience' . The event was run by LCpl Bownes and
pte Rawlings and clearly we impressed the course because 2
of them applied to join the Unit that day.
89 (WARWICKSHIRE} SIGNAL SQUADRON
QC
SSM

REGIMENTAL JNCO CADRE - MY JNCO CADRE - by LCpl
Parrack

M

Nineteen hopeful Sigs and Ptes from throughout 36 Sig Regt met
this February for the opportunity to become the next generation
of Junior NCOs. The 2007 Cadre course was held over the
second and fourth weekends of the month with automatic
promotion for the top student as the ultimate prize.

Maj Chris Moseley
W02(SSM) Wright

EXERCISE STUDENT BEAR -13 JULY - by SSgt Proffitt
The Sqn busy as ever with trade, continuance and AT, managed
to find time to run a very successful open day for the students
of the Uniformed Services Course, run a Warwick College. This
was a real OAR effort and the day was extremely successful. Of
the 43 students who attended the day, 23 of them went on to
make enquiries about joining the TA.

Sig Chinery hanging around on the obstacle course
58 (STAFFORDSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
QC
SSM
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M aj David M cCorm ac k
W02(SSM) Stow ell

- by LCpl Gilford
58 Sqn is delighted to welcome Capt John Berry as the new
Permanent Staff Administration Officer (PSAO). He joins the
Sqn at a time when new recruits are pouring in through the
doors, which is not a bad situation for a Sqn to be in but it does
mean hitting the ground running as PSAO.

But needless to say the first event was won by the much younger
and better looking mighty (Fighting) 48 Sig Sqn. We also went on
to win the March and Shoot competition, which was apparently a
close run thing (yeah, whatever). Such was the demand for
skilled troops, Sgt Matt Truman was loaned to 58 Sig Sqn and
was the only individual to actually score any points on the Shoot
for them.

Maj Paul Rodenhurst
W02(SSM) Cherry

Ex MERCURY PIGEON was an lnter-Sqn Mil Skills competition.
It was designed to be a challenging weekend for the troops and it
tested their mil and mental skills in a number of disciplines. The
stands where run by the ever devious and evil regular staff of the
unit and this ensured that all the participating soldiers ended up

Maj Neil Turnbull presenting the Cup to a member of 48 Sqn at the end
of the competition
But to leave the other Sqns on a high, as we have the cup and
you don't, you now have a year to get in shape before you
challenge 48 Sig Sqn again for the trophy and we won't easily
relinquish it So best of luck to you, you'll need itl

36th (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
co
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Lt Col M Smith TD
W01(RSM) JF Lyons

The tempo continues at a high pace as the Regt build on both
trade and mil skills for our role as a UK Ops Sig Regt. The last
few months have seen much activity at both Sqn and Regtl level.
The Regt has run a very successful JNCO/SNCO cadre, hosted
the 2(NC) Sig Bde YOs Trg weekend and the comd team was
tested to the max during the recent Bde CPX. We are now
preparing for our annual camp deployment in September to La
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Other highlights of the weekend 's events were 10 min
presentations on famous battles that we all did in front of an
audience of seniors and the final PFT, that saw us all kitted out in
our PT kit running around llford's streets. With the classroom
work all done, we were all ready for the field phase .. . or at least
so we thought!

Sect 2 got up early and set off for a day of stands to test our
leadership and field c raft. The day got off to yet another wet start
as Sig Rolfe landed head first in a muddy pond, after taking the
lead on the first stand's rope crossing. Despite his misfortune, he
soldiered on with words of encouragement from his colleagues.

48 (CITY OF BIRMINGHAM) SIGNAL SQUADRON

EXERCISE MERCURY PIGEON - by LCpl Trimm

The first weekend was held at Regtl HQ at llford and was mostly
lesson-based to refresh our knowledge on the infantry skills we
would soon put into practice in Phase 2. Our first challenge was a
general written test, which challenged most when we were asked
to name the Adjt. Luckily one of us did get that question right!
However being a clerk, I should hope so too! For those who are
on the course next year, I advise you to do some reading before
you turn up.

On the second weekend, we arrived kitted out for a weekend in
the field . On leaving llford the rain began pouring down and we
all knew that we were in for a wet weekend. In fact it turned out
to be even wetter than I first thought! After setting up my basher
with Sig Cox we thought that we were all set for a warm, dry, few
hours sleep. It wasn't until 0300hrs in the morning after an hour
of heavy rain, that we noticed that our kip mats were actually
floating ! It's a totally new meaning for the term waterbed!

The Sqn continues to build on its good relations with Newcastle
College and the City Council and was delighted recently to take
part in the Stoke University (College) Jobs Fair, which saw
pupils from almost every college in the West Midlands
attending. The event was run by the Regular Army Careers
Advisor for the Stafford Area and gave the TA Soldiers attending
a chance to work with their Regular Army Recruiting
counterparts and advise students on what it's really like in a TA
Unit.

QC
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Pereira, who finishes his time with t he Regt and is looking
forward to a long and prosperous future as Mr Pereira. Good
luck Si. Fortunately we have some new arrivals to fill the gaps
and the Regt welcomes Capt Steve White, SSgt(YofS)
Shakleton, fresh from the mafiosa factory, SSgt(YofS) Brewin,
SSgt Slade and Sgt Whenman. Finally, congratulations go to
W02(FofS) Ward (now Capt) for his selection for an LE
commission at the recent TA LECB and Mr Beech (formerly W02)
on receiving his VRSM .

Courtine trg area in France. The next few months wll l see a large
turnover of the Regt's permanent staff - so fond farewells and
good luck go to Capt Kev Simmons, W02(YofS) Andy Nichols
and SSgt(YofS) Olly Olver who have left already. Moving before
the next issue will be Capt Cat h Stephens, SSgts Freddie Star,
Daz Mawson and Bob Conroy, the REM E SPSI to whom
congratulations go as he just can't get enough of the Corps and
moves to HQ 1 Sig Bde on promotion. Also moving on
promotion is Sgt Mark Blears, who will join the Regt YofS at 14
Sig Regt, congratulations. The final farewell goes to Cpl Si
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The second stand was my first comd appointment and was not
surprisingly, a sect attack. After taking my "2 min whilst under fire
thinking time" , I took my fire team round to the left flank. After
screaming orders and a series of pair fire-manoeuvres, we
eventually took the posit ion and awaited the rest of the sect.
After a Battlefield Casualty Drills stand with 'friendly' injured to
help, we then were given the task of doing a river crossing so that
anyone who had failed to get wet all day was going to get wet
now. Quickly on the move again, we soon were attacked by the
enemy in a wooded area, dressed in clever desert camouflage.
Immediately spotting our unwitting enemy, played by LCpl Hurst,
we threw sm oke and let him 'have it'. After the excitement of the
day, we donned our dry kit and prepared for a recce patrol of the
final target for the following day. On the patrol we were able to
locate good entry points for the pl attack t he next day. To our
excitement Sect 2 were to be the attacking sect, as we were to
follow the route taken by our sect on t he recce patrol.
The final day started off dry, until everyone in the lead fire team,
except the lead scout Sig Stoddard, took to following the route
of a river rather then t he sides. Despite this, the enemy still had
not seen us when a deer set off a trip flare 50m to our front. For
a few seconds everyon e kept still, apart from t he few shorter
people amongst us who were flowing with the river at this point,
however with no shots or noise from t he enemy, we moved to our
positions ready for H hr. Under the covering fire we leopard
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crawled to firing positions.and then launched our attack. Within
mins it was all over for the 'enemy'. At this point we all knew that
the course was over.
Despite the cold and wet, I doubt there was one amongst us that
really felt it was not a worthwhile experience. For Sect 2, I can
say that we all worked well together and when at our lowest,
each member encouraged each other to keep going. On receiving
our certificates from Lt Col Smith, it was time to find out who
was to be promoted.
OFFICERS MESS ADVENTURE TRAINING WEEKEND IN
NORTH WALES
The 36 Sig Regt Officers Mess AT weekend 9-11 February 2007
was planned to bring together Officers from all of the Sqs in an
informal but challenging environment. The event succeeded on
both fronts. It was to be an introduction to the Regt for the new
Comd 2(NC) Bde, Brig Hargreaves and the dining out of Capt
Rogers. It also served as an introduction to new members of the
mess, including the new AMO, Dr C Colclough, and 3 POs in trg.
The weekend itself was suggested by Maj Rowson and planned
by the Ops Maj, Maj Howell-Walmsley and the Adj!, Capt
Stephens.
The preceding week had seen parts of the UK come to a
standstill due to heavy snow and strong winds. By the Friday
however, it had begun to clear in most parts, although 'some
snow showers' were forecast for Wales and the Midlands.
Almost as soon as we crossed the border into Wales, the snow
began to fall - lightly at first, and then in fist-like clumps that
threatened visibility. The going was slow and after a few stops to
stretch legs and throw snowballs and thanks to the excellent
drivers, we finally arrived at our destination at 0330hrs, 9 hrs after
setting off. The Youth Hostel at Rowen in Snowdonia, which
thankfully had been spared most of the snow, was booked
entirely for the use of the group. Sitting at the top of possibly the
most alarmingly narrow and steep road in North Wales, it offered
magnificent views of the valley and hills beyond.
Three hrs of sleep in our dormitories later, we arose for a day's hill
walking. After the magnificent breakfast prepared by the Master
Chef and several cups of tea, we were ready to face the
elements. It was a crisp, cold yet sunny morning, and for the 3
teams, 3 separate routes had been planned. One group, led by
the Adjt, involved walking and scrambling up the snow-covered
and rather windy mountain Cnicht. Another group led by the Trg
Maj attempted a steep scree slope deeply covered in snow. It
was a good thing ice axes were brought along, as without them
this would have proved impossible. Approximately half way up
the summit, we lost our excellent view of the snowy valley to an
immersion into cloud and strong winds. Eventually the terrain
outdid our eqpt, not to mention most of the group's expertise,
and we decided to dig a shelter in the snow and stop for lunch.
It proved an ideal opportunity for an impromptu lesson on alpine
survival techniques, which included understanding how to read
avalanche risk from the snow profile and using only snow blocks
as a belay for abseiling. On the descent, there was an
opportunity to practice ice axe arrest techniques, headfirst down
the slopes. Unfortunately no photos survived to do justice to the
sight, and all who had a go agreed this was the high point of the
day, including the CO, Lt Col Smith. After walking off the
mountains, Betws-y-Coed beckoned for tea and in some cases
cakes, before heading back to the hostel for dinner.
It was perhaps the first time in the history of Rowen Youth Hostel
that it hosted tux, dinner gowns and fine dining. Whilst a formal
mess dinner, it did bear a certain DIY aspect to it, even seeing the
Brig 'muck in' c learing plates and changing courses on occasion.
The food was excellent and the dinner proved the perfect end to
a challenging day.
After breakfast the following morning, it was back to Betws-yCoed to hire mountain bikes for a morning of cycling, led by Lt
Lee and Mr Howell-Walmsley (brother of the Trg Maj). The off-
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road downhill part of the route proved to be both the best and
worst, depending upon whom you asked. To some, it was
exhilarating (they were the ones who cycled back up for a second
attempt). To others, it was an experience glad to be attempted ,
happy to be completed, but perhaps not to be repeated.
CO'S VISIT TO CAMBRIDGE ANO PRESENTATION OF THE
VRSM TO MR BEECH
On 7 June, the CO, Lt Col Smith TO pair! a visit to one of 60
(RBH) Sig Sqn locations to see how the Tp location was
progressing. The evening was combined with a presentatio'1 of
the Volunteer Reserve Service Medal (VRSM) to Mr Beech, who
was formerly the W02(SSMi of 54 Sp Sqn. Mr Beech served
for a number of years in the Regt and deployed on op tours in
Bosnia and Iraq. The CO took great pleasure in presenting Mr
Beech with his hard earned VRSM, as he previously
commanded the former 54 Sqn in Cambridge while Mr Beech
was serving. The Regt would like to wish Mr and Mrs Beech all
the best for the future and thank them both for the valuable
service the have given to the Regt and the Army.

afterwards, all hell broke loose when we came under further
heavy fire and the blue helmeted gate guard staggered towards
us with severe chemical injuries to the face and body. We
masked up, got under cover and decontaminated ourselves. We
were immediately tasked to get one of two Land Rovers up and
running as soon as we could. Cpl Sladden and the AQMS
rectified some fuel faults and got one Land Rover started,
apparently the one which we shouldn't have been able to repair!
got the CBRN all clear and carried out the two-man and oneman sniff tests before removing our IPE.

we

The final task of the competition found the team having to
manufacture various parts and tools to repair a water filtration
pump and Land Rover. Sig (soon to be Cfn) Harding did an
excellent job manufacturing a 32mm viscous hub spanner, Cfn
Amey made a hub spacer, Sgt Harding and Cfn Baxter made a
hub nut spanner socket and Cpl Sladden made a handle for the
water pump. With all tasks complete, 36(E) Sig Regt LAD had
completed the competition .
Comd ES, Col Cosgrove, and Col REME TA, Col Mifsud, made
the final presentations. No silverware for us this time but we were
all happy knowing that we had acquitted ourselves well. We knew
we had worked hard for each other and had done a good job.
So, there we are, our first WESTERN APPROACHES. Is it better
than SOUTHERN CRAFTSMAN? The verdict seemed to be that
they were just d ifferent. This year's WESTERN APPROACHES
was certainly unremitting in its emphasis on C2 with team leaders
being pushed hard on most stands. But all the team got a lot out
of this ex with several of the youngsters saying it was the best TA
weekend they had ever experienced. You can't say more than
that.

54 SUPPORT SQUADRON - ILFORO
OC
SSM

attention as well as processing as a PW. We completed the
recovery and a Foden Recovery Vehicle arrived to tow it away.
We moved onto to our penultimate task which again required
SSgt Goldsack's Recovery Mechanic Class 3 knowledge to
recover a Land Rover Wolf. We also had to come up with a sled
solution to recover a trailer which had a missing wheel.

Maj G Shelley
W02(SSM) R Price

LAD - EXERCISE WESTERN APPROACHES 2007

Ex RED CHALLENGE was the first of the Sqn exs. The Sqn
deployed to STANTA for a comms ex (comms with bombs)
designed to consolidate the comms trade trg undertaken during
the earlier part of the year. The ex was planned and led by Capt
Tex Bennett and his ops team of SSgts Dave Monk and Mick
Clark. They put together both a testing comms package and
challeng ing mil skills scenario, based around the defence of
comms sites. The resulting ex saw our dets confirm the progress
made in our comms capability, while at the same time
demonstrating their enthusiasm for the more mil aspects of our
role.
As a result, the Sqn moved forward with confidence to Ex RED
ENDEAVOUR, a bombs without comms weekend led by
W02(SSM) Nigel Back and Sgt Guy Bufton. We again deployed
to STANTA but this time leaving behind our comms assets. A
weekend of OBUA trg culminated in a coy level attack on parts of
Eastmere village and the ex, whilst physically testing throughout,
was thoroughly enjoyed by all.

- by W02(AQMS) Izzard
The change in Divisional boundaries in April 2007 brought to an
end many years of 36 Sig Regt LAD competing in 4 Div 's Ex
SOUTHERN CRAFTSMEN. And so, not without some
trepidation, the LAD set off on the long trip to Swynnerton ATE
near Stoke-on-Trent, to take part in 5 Div Comd ES testing ex, Ex
WESTERN APPROACHES over the weekend 11-13 May 2007.
This brought together 17 teams from Regular and TA REME units
based across Wales and the centre of England including the
Midlands and East Anglia.
Early o'clock (0430hrs) is not a good time for reveille in anyone's
book, least of all after only a couple of hours sleep, so what we
needed was a nice gentle start to the day. What we got was a
gun run over an asslt course at 0600hrs, immediately followed by
a few miles forced march around the trg area. So we were nicely
warmed up and wide awake for the final part of the stand, c lay
pigeon shooting.
At least we now had our "eye in" because the next stand was on
a Dismounted Close Combat Trainer (DCCT), where we had to
take down targets without hitting any non-combatants and also
identify friendly eqpts (tanks, trucks and helicopters) through
binoculars. The stand also involved a short foot patrol and
military knowledge quiz.
From here we moved onto the watermansh ip task. This time the
team was under the scrutiny of W01 (RSM) Lyons who came
along from Regt to see the LAD boys in action . As we patrolled
toward a river we came across an ambushed Land Rover with 2
casualties, who had been trying to re-supply some friendly forces
with a canon and ammunition on the far side of the river. Our job
was to complete their mission and then extract the casualties.
Whilst trying to attend to the injured troops, fix the Land Rover,
load the ammunition and inflate 2 dinghies, the team also had to
contend with some unfriendly militia, whom we managed to see
off. Having got everything down to the river bank, the team
opted to get all the eqpt to the far side in one hit, relying on Cfn
Arney's rowing power and Sgt Harding's seamanship to deliver
the goods. After a few problems on the far bank they made it
across and returned to complete the final extraction. The team
captain, W02(AQMS) Izzard, pointed out to the OS during
debriefing that the stand could have done with a plane crash and
full-scale riot just to make it really challenging. After some lunch,
the team headed off to a UN Compound to carry out some repair
tasks. While working on 3 jobs, the Compound came under heavy
mortar attack and we changed up to NBC Dress Cat 3. Shortly
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60 (ROYAL BUCKINHAMSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL
SQUADRON - AYLESBURY

Ctn Amey auditions for the new Woolwich Ferry
For several months prior to the ex, the LAD had been
manufacturing a fire tender. The next stand was going to put our
contraption through its paces, under the all seeing eye of 49 Bde
ECI Team Leader, W01 (ASM) Mitchell and 49 Bde BEME, Maj
Woolnough. Once again Sgt Harding and Cfn Amey were
selected to drive and comd the eqpt and the machine made it
around the course with an awesome m id-air break-up of the
tender trailer and the racing go-cart prime mover right at the end.
The test of the fire suppressant systems - a giant syringe and a
hand-pump - at targets (buckets) at different distances was
carried out in the pouring rain. The rain performed rather better
than our squirters!
The final stand of the day was a local manufacture task involving
the lifting and securing of the second axle on a DROPS, a locally
produced track rod and steering wheel (well a metal bar would be
more accurate) on a Land Rover and a tow eye on a trailer. These
expedient repair techniques are used to enable eqpts to be self
recovered to other locations where a full repair can be
undertaken. The boys were pretty much done for by this time but
managed to complete all the tasks less the tow eye. After a well
earned hot shower, all the teams enjoyed a fine curry and a
couple of cans of beer whilst the BEME led all the fire tender
contraptions on victory laps around the veh park. We were all
asleep by 2200hrs
Next morning, again at 0430hrs, saw us reporting to another
wired compound where we were to serve as the ORF. As our
team 21C finished distributing the ammunition and Personal Role
Radios (PRRs) we heard that a call- sign had been hit just outside
the compound. As we legged it toward the incident, we could
see smoke and the rear of an armd Snatch Land Rover balanced
precariously over a steep embankment. We set up a defensive
position and treated 3 casualties - one unconscious, one in
shock and another with a nasty bash on the head . The AQMS
called in the medics over the PRR whilst Cfn Ward got a grip of
the soldier suffering shock, who was making a right royal pain of
himself. Since recovery assets were tied up, SSgt Goldsack
used a Tirfor 5 & 3 winch to secure and then begin recovering the
Snatch. We didn't get issued blank for nothing because as soon
as we had the recovery task in hand we were attacked by 2
gunmen. After an exchange of fire, we took down one gunman
but the other got away. The injured gunman needed medical
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Maj Knight
W02(SSM) Egunjobi

EXERCISE RUSSIAN HUSSAR -(2-4 MARCH 07)
60 (RBH) Sig Sqn took part in a search and rescue ex in Suffolk.
Pers from the Sqn's Tps based at Aylesbury, Bedford and
Cambridge worked with emergency search dogs from Cantech
Volunteer Search Dogs, a charitable organisation that specialises
in the search for missing persons in lowland areas. Highland
areas are covered by Mountain Rescue Teams, both civilian and
RAF. Cantech (Canine Technicians) provided the dogs and
handlers, the TA Soldiers provided comms and search teams.
Amongst the TA Soldiers was B Tp's Sig Neil Greenwell, who
said: " Last week I was on my Royal Signals Cpls Course wading
through a river up to my neck, this weekend has been totally
different, I have learnt a lot. " Before joining the TA, Sig
Greenwell was a Cadet Instructor and saw the TA as a natural
progression. Sig Chris Thomas of C Tp, said: " I think this ex
was good because it gave us a chance to work with a specialist
search unit." Ex- RAF regular Capt Antony Saunders, who
commands the Aylesbury based Sp Tp stated that he believed
the ex to have been an outstanding success with a great deal
being achieved over the weekend.

A lull in the battle for 45 Squadron
Ex HERMES ISONOMY 1 saw the Sqn again returning to our UK
ops ICS role as part of a Regtl deployment along the A 12 corridor
and provided valuable experience in role for some of our newly
qualified trades people. The period then ended with Ex RED
SHARPSHOT, a Sqn MATTs weekend led by Capt Gordon
Bathurst and based around Colchester. The weekend saw some
good shooting, some excellent instruction and relief for all when
for once, the SSM was persuaded not to include a 200m wade
through boggy water in the BCFT route.

The ex took place at RAF Barnham, which is part of RAF
Hennington, and was the brainchild of Lt Abbi Adey, Assistant
Ops Officer, who has worked with the search dogs several times
before and used to command B Tp at Bedford. Lt Adey is
hoping to join the RAF.
The Sqn was supported by the Dereham Army Cadet Force Det,
who kindly allowed the Sqn to use their trg centre at Dereham
as both accn and trg facilities for the weekend.
45 SIGNAL SQUADRON - COLCHESTER

oc
SSM

Maj Stuart Rowson
W02(SSM) Nigel Back

Another busy period for the Sqn saw three Sqn level exs, a Regtl
comms ex and attendance at the Southend Air Show, a major
recruiting event for one of our 3 centres.
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Waiting for the attack...
The period also saw a number of Sqn members head abroad,
including LCpls Phil Colling and Chris Freebody to Iraq and
Kosovo respectively. SSgt Daz Mawson led a team comprising
Sgt Tony Aspden, LCpl Ben Palmer and Sig Dan Tyler to
Germany to compete in the Bismarck Challenge, whilst 2Lt Kim
Mason and W02(SSM) Nigel Back both headed to the USA; 2Lt
Mason as part of the Royal Signals Sport Parachute Association
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and W02 Back on exchange with the US Reserve Forces.
Finally, congratulations to 2Lt Kim Mason and B Tp at Ipswich

for the award of best Tp within the Regt and also to LCpls
Maxine Cooper and Ben Palmer for achieving top student on
their respective trade courses.

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col AD Smith MBE TD
W01 (RSM) M Simcock

SOUTH YORKSHIRE FLOODS
As you will no doubt be aware, the torrential rains on 25 June
caused major flooding in South Yorkshire, when the River Don
and some of its tributaries burst their banks, affecting Sheffield,
Barnsley, Rotherham and surrounding areas. This resulted in 2
deaths along with widespread damage and disruption throughout
the region. The speed and the scale of the inundation of Sheffield
resulted in 4 search and rescue helicopters being used to lift
stranded people to safety. The power of the water was immense
and unless you saw it at first hand it's hard to comprehend the
scale of the devastation.
Sheffield, like Rome, is built on 7 hills. Unfortunately that means
that there are rivers and streams in the valleys between them, all
feeding into the River Don. In Sheffield alone 1273 homes were
affected by the flooding, along with numerous businesses. Even
famous sporting venues weren't safe from nature's power and
Hillsborough Stadium, the home of Sheffield Wednesday, was
flooded.
By 3 July, the South Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Service had set
up pumps to drain lower lying areas. In the village of Toll Bar
alone they set up twenty-five high volume pumps provided by
Fire & Rescue Services from around the country and pumped out
up to 9 million litres of water per hour for over a week. There were
also major concerns for almost a week that Ulley Reservoir, built
in the 1870s, would burst and inundate vast areas of Rotherham
and north Sheffield. Even the M1 motorway was closed as a
precaution.

All in all it was a tremendous result due to the effort put in by all
concerned - the team , the drivers and last but not least the
backroom boys who carried out a considerable amount of predeployment work, Sgt Ray Boulton, Sgt Phil Preston and Sgt
'Benny' Behenna. Congratulations to all concerned.
SUMMER BALL

Ex BLUE SUMMER was a Regtl ICS weekend that took place
over the weekend of 15/ 17 July in and around Beckingham Camp
on the outskirts of Newark. Over the weekend of 3/5 August, the
Sqn went to Wales for its annual AT ex. Activities included
climbing, canoeing and dry slope skiing, followed by a social on
the Saturday night.
EXERCISE NORTHERN BLUEBELL

Ex NORTHERN BLUEBELL is the annual 2nd Division REME skills
competition and was held at Warcop over the weekend 1/3 June.
This year 15 teams, both Regular and TA, entered. It was with
some trepidation that we entered a team as our all-REME team
had failed to impress the judges last year.
The team selected for this year's competition was a mixture of
REME and Royal Signals pers. The team composition was
W02(AQMS) Damian Hardy (Team Capt), SSgt Steve Gillespie
(Team 21C), Cpl Tom Warren, Cfn Leon Mason, Sig Ricky
Griffiths and OCdt Mark Randall. They were ably supported by
drivers Cfn Daniel Storey and SSgt Tony Simpson (REME PSI).
Under the team captaincy of W02(AQMS) Hardy, a highly
effective team was forged who gave their all for each other and
the Regt throughout the weekend. At the end of the competition
the team were declared the overall runners-up, only 1 point
behind the winners. The team returned to Sheffield with the
trophies presented by Commander ES HQ 2nd Division, Col
John Saville.
In addition, W02 (AQMS) Damian Hardy was declared Runnerup - Best Team Captain and received a pair of REME cufflinks
from Col Saville, who just happened to be his former CO - but he
assured us that it did not affect the judges' decisions either way.

Throughout the emergency in South Yorkshire, the Regt
provided Military Liaison Officers at the Gold HQ and 64 Sig
Sqn maintained a number of assets and pers on standby,
although these were not used. As the floods in South
Yorkshire slowly receded, widespread flooding occurred
further south and 64 Sig Sqn deployed SSgt Kev Bedford,
Sgt Barbara Bedford, Sgt Des Hill, Sgt Zoe Schofield,
Cpl William 'Woody' Hancock and LCpl Nakita Marshall
to Cheltenham racecourse to man REEBOK, which provides
essential IT and telephone services in the field .

The social side was not forgotten either with, firstly, a combined
Officers' and WOs' & Sgts' Mess Summer Ball held on Saturday
14 July and secondly, a highly enjoyable Junior Ranks Club
dinner night held at our Manor Top TA Centre in Sheffield on
Saturday 11 August, where once again our outstanding chefs,
W02 Andy Medley and SSgt Melanie Widdows provided a
superb meal before the evenings main activities started.
38 Sig Regt's social functions have a reputation for always being
successful and fun-packed but this year's Summer Ball was on
an even grander scale than normal , being held in the prestigious
Cutlers' Hall in Sheffield city centre. The Cutlers' Hall is a Grade
II listed building which was built in 1832 and extended in both
1867 and 1888. It is an outstanding example of Victorian
architecture and was designed to impress visitors and
ostentatiously display the success, power and influence of
Sheffield , its cutlers and steel manufacturers at a time when the
city's position as the leading steel and cutlery production centre
in the world was unquestioned. Located in the heart of the City,
it set the scene perfectly for the members of the combined
Messes and their guests as they arrived for the ball in their
finery.

The Regt congratulates and welcomes 5 new officers to the
Mess. Capt Carolyn Ryan-Gilbank and Capt Paul Cooper were
recently selected for TA Late Entry commissions. Both have been
appointed Tp Comds with 64 Sig Sqn in Sheffield.
2Lt Oliver Pearson, 2Lt Gareth Dixon and 2Lt Rob Agar
successfully completed their TA Commissioning Course on
Saturday 28 July 2007 and passed off the square at the AMA
Sandhurst in front of admiring family members. They were joined
at the Passing Out parade by the CO, Lt Col Andrew Smith
MBE TD and OC 93 Sig Sqn, Maj Neil Reid.

After 2 years with 64 Sig Sqn in Sheffield, the SPSI, SSgt Adrian
'Fadz' Fadzilah, has been posted. His hard work and enthusiasm
throughout his 2 years with the Sqn have had a major influence
on its development.

For all 3 newly commissioned officers, this was the culmination of
some 20 months of preparation and trg for the commissioning
course. They are now in the process of taking up their new
appointments as Tp Comds, both Oliver Pearson and Gareth
Dixon with 93 (East Lancashire) Sig Sqn in Blackburn and Rob
Agar with 64 Sig Sqn in Sheffield.

We thank Fadz for
we wish him every
place we welcome
follow but appears

In their civilian lives Oliver is a Quality Control Inspector working
in Oldham and Gareth is an Analytical Chemist working in
Merseyside while Rob works for a telecommunications company
in Sheffield.

his unstinting work on behalf of the Sqn and
success and happiness in the future. In his
SSgt Chris Noviss who has a hard act to
well up to the task.

39th (SKINNERS) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

Despite the floods, the Sqns have been kept busy during
the last 2 months with the usual combination of Tuesday
night trg and weekend exs. For 64 Sig Sqn, the weekend
trg consisted of 2 Mil Skills weekends, a Aegtl ICS weekend
and an AT weekend.

co

Lt Col Adams
W01 (RSM) Tucker

RSM

Ex SOUTHERN SHOOTER took place over the weekend of
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OFFICERS

One look at the dance floor was enough to tell any observer that
the evening was a resounding and memorable success. The
Summer Ball was the culmination of much planning and
preparation by the PMCs of both Messes, Maj Kevan Flanagan
and W02 Phil Horton, ably assisted by their respective
committee members. They are thanked and congratulated for
2Lts Oliver Pearson, Gareth Dixon and Rob Agar with the CO and OC 93
organising such an impressive and enjoyable event.
Squadron at their Passing Out Parade

TRAINING

1/3 June at Colchester. This ex was one of the series of live
firing weekends, culminating on the weekend of 27/29 July
when the Sqn travelled to Warcop to practise and test their
skills on the excellent Individual Battle Skills Range (IBSR)
range.

On Tuesday 31 July, SSgt John Spinks was presented with his
Long Service and Good Conduct Medal (Military) by 38 Sig Regt's
CO, Lt Col Andrew Smith MBE TD. SSgt Spinks enlisted on 6
January 1992 and commenced his trg with 11 Sig Regt at
Catterick. Having served in almost every corner of the world, it
was extremely fitting that he should be presented with this
prestigious award back in Yorkshire, not far from where his career
started.

Photographs were taken to record the event before the 187
Mess Members and their guests sat down to a 5 course dinner
to the accompaniment of an excellent and varied music
programme provided by the Sheffield Brass Ensemble. Despite
everyone being replete following the superb meal, no one could
resist the urge to get up and dance when The Beatles started to
perform some of their famous repertoire. Well, the tribute band
'With The Beatles' certainly sounded like the real thing and they
even tried to look the part with their wigs and frock-coats.

FAREWELL

REEBOK eqpt is unique to 2 (NC) Sig Bde and provides
users with a laptop computer and telephone, meaning they
can contact anyone at home or abroad. REEBOK is also
able to provide a state of the art videoconferencing suite
and a telephone conferencing facility.

MEDAL PRESENTATION

The Ex Northern Bluebell 07 Team: SSgt Tony Simpson (SPSI), Cfn Leon
Mason, Sig Ricky Griffiths, OCdt Mark Randall, SSgt Steve Gillespie,
W02(AQMS) Damian Hardy (Team Captain), Cpl Tom Warren and Cfn
Daniel Storey
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57 SQUADRON ANNUAL CAMP SUNDAY 10 JUNE THURSDAY 21 JUNE

TRIP OUT
Having arrived on the Sunday night, we had a few briefs and then
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we tried to get a few hours kip before we set off at 01 OOhrs. This
was easier said than done and so it was with some relief that we
got up, had a bite to eat and then set off in a convoy of 3
minibuses, a combi and the Transit. The Transit headed off to
pick up LCpl Pierce, one of our canoe instructors from 94 Sqn
and we then all RVd outside Heathrow and headed down to the
ferry at Dover. We got there at 0600hrs, piled onto the ferry and
had a bite to eat in the canteen, surrounded by hundreds of
screaming kids. After a smooth crossing, we headed off to
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northern Europe. Thankfully, there had been a focus on making
sure that as many people as possible had passed the European
matrix test sp there were a fair number of drivers. Unfortunately,
the heat, the 3 hours between stops, the cramped space, and the
tack of decent food at the motorway -:;ervices made the journey
fairly unpleasant. Finally, after a coup!>;! of false turns, we arrived
at the Multi Activity Lodge at Oberstdorf, just in time to get
issued rooms and squeez.e in last orders at the bar.
The next morning, after the relevant safety and admin briefs from
the camp staff, we split down into our 3 groups. The main
activities over the next few days were to be walking , climbing or
kayaking, with a trip to Dachau and some white water rafting
thrown in. Here are a few of the thoughts of the guys who took

part:
CLIMBING - by Cpl McGilp
Because of the poor weather, we went to a local climbing wall,
which was entertaining and educational. Cpl Jones showed up a
few of the RM by besting a few of them climbing a rope ladder
using only his arms. In the afternoon, we moved onto a little crag
about 5 mins away. Once again, it was pleasant and we learned
more. All in all, I was impressed by Capt John's knowledge,
enthusiasm and patience with the inexperienced ones in the
group.

When the weather cleared enough, there were some spectacular
views. It was nice to think that what we were walking down, the
other group had to walk up. Lunch was the obligatory 2 rolls ,
choccie bar and crisps, which were finished in less than 2 mins.
It was still better than the CO's, who only brought a piece of
bread. The afternoon brought even more hills, which was
surprising as we were supposed to be contouring around all the
peaks. Then the highlight of the afternoon was the long downhill
to the finish and the local restaurant.

The camp had one gas chamber with numerous
crematoriums , which could accommodate up to 3 people
at a time. We also visited the accommodation blocks
which contained small wooden slab bunks. We were told
that if they left their bunks untidy, they were hung for an
hour by their hands on a post. The gas chambers were
not used for mass murders, although in total 11 ,000 died
in them.
The camp generated a lot of respect for the fallen , and a
lot of resentment and disgust for the captors.

KAYAKING - by Sig Fox
The day started off well, with warm sunshine - you could tell it
was going to be a glorious warm day. Kitting up, we didn't use
the wetsuits and packed water into our kayaks. After the usual
safety brief and an extra brief on how to use a Canadian canoe,
since we had brought one out for people to try, the whole group
set off down the lake. Quite a few were still hurting from the day
before, so it was a good chance to warm up the upper body. We
got right down to the other end and moored up outside a village.
People had a quick look around and we were off again round the
lake. People were beginning to warm up now and starting to go
into a straight line, apart from Sgt Jones, who could manage at
best a figure 8.
We carried on, practising and perfecting our different strokes and
paddling. Due to it being a Sunday and a gorgeous day, the
banks of the lake and the water were quite busy with sun bathers,
swimmers and boaters. It was quite challenging avoiding all the
bobbing heads and keeping an eye on the 'views' on the banks!
It was lunch by the time we got back round to the buses, so we
found a spot among all the sunbathers to eat.
In the afternoon, we split into 2 groups. One group went off and
learnt a few more strokes and practised some more. The other
group for less strong kayakers did a little trip over and back, and
then started a couple of confidence games in the canoe. It all
ended in the drink after trying to get 4 people to stand up in the
thing. We were also shown how to paddle in the canoe without
an oar, which pretty much involved jumping up and down on the
back. Not many people managed it, and unfortunately, but
amusingly we all got wet anyway.

CAPT HOOK - WHITE WATER RAFTING - by Lt Doherty
Having spent the last 7 days doing AT, it is almost time to
head back to the UK. However we could not expect the
Sqn to come all the way to Bavaria, work hard all day
every day and not have one day of enjoyment. So
following a quiet evening at the Sqn smoker, it was yet
again on the bus, and a quick trip to Austria - destination
white water rafting. Fortunately the trip into Austria was of
sufficient length for those suffering the effects of the
'quiet' night to sleep it off or in some cases clear out the
system down the side of a bus.
When we got there it was just what we all needed - the
opportunity to draw neoprene suits again and slowly cook in the
heat of the day. After a short bus ride and a quick brief from the
instructors, it was time to test the water temperature - the verdict
was "cold"; the rest of the comment is not printable. Following a
period of acclimatisation in the water, it was time to get moving.
We had a journey of 15km lasting just over the hour to look
forward to.
Initially the rafts set off slowly down the river, with the instructors
explaining capsize drills, man over board and swimming. This
took the form of practical demonstrations with everyone going for
a "swim" as it was euphemistically called. From this point on, the
river picked up and so did the spirits, ramming, raiding parties
and other attacks were common place between rafts - inevitably
most resulted in a "swim".
The trip down the river continued very much in this fashion, with
a number of flips, and one notable assassination attempt on Sgt
Palfrey. Depending on who tells the story, the boat was either
deliberately flipped to carefully place Sgt Palfrey in the water at
an eddy or it was only her quick thinking and natural ability that
foiled this attempt on her life. In the end, all persons safely

Battling the white water at the end of the week
completed the trip and arrived back at the rafting centre in time
for medals and schnapps.
Little did we realise that the true adventure of the day was yet to
come - getting back to Oberstdorf. Through the skilful
combination of navigation by 2Lt Peters and Tom Tom, the Sqn
managed to see a large part of Austria and Bavaria, some places
more than once or twice. Undaunted, the navigation team finally
got the whole Sqn back to the lodge, upon which both were
sacked and put on remedial map reading lessons!
And so, it was with a heavy heart that we awoke, had breakfast,
packed the buses, had a farewell brief and set off back to Blighty.
Again, the fact that we had a lot of drivers and everyone was in
good spirits, meant that we made good time. We were slowed
down around Brussels, but managed to make Calais in time. The
fact that the weather was cooler and people had packed more
food, meant that the journey was easier on the way back.
Having got back on the ferry (with the accompanying screaming
kids), we all had a bite to eat, and then arrived back in the rainy
UK. The trip back was nasty due to the poor weather. However,
we arrived back at the TAC at Horfield in one piece around
01 OOhrs and everyone had a kip before reveille at 0645hrs. A
quick turn around of the buses, a farewell debrief, and thus the
end of a successful camp.

WALKING GROUP - by Sig Davies-Walters

40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)

The day started really well. We had a minibus ride up to 1400m,
which was the easy part of the journey. Then it went downhill or
should I say uphill! We went up to 1700m, which was a bit of a
shock for our first mountain of the day. Then we followed the
ridge line up and down until lunch.

ARMY

co
RSM

Lt Col Fred Whichelo
W01 (RSM) Coates

69 (NIH) SIGNAL SQUADRON ADVENTURE TRAINING
EXERCISE LAKELAND FINN II

Another quality day with gorgeous weather, my kayaking getting
better each time, and am now managing to go in a straight line
with a bit of speed!
DACHAU

Members of the Squadron on the hill walking phase
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We started off at 0800hrs and headed off to Dachau on the
minibuses for what should have been a 2 hr journey. We arrived
at 11 OOhrs and had an hour to look around the concentration
camp.
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The summer is here again and 69 Sig Sqn deployed on mass to
Halton to do the annual session of AT in the Coniston area of the
Lake District. Thirty members of the Sqn took part in kayaking,
walking, climbing and mountain biking - always looking cool in
their shades.
The mountain biking, headed up by SSgt Ritchie, was in the
Grizedale Forest on the North Face downhill time trial course,
when he finally found it. The course is a man made, extreme, offroad challenge and has been tackled by some top level riders,
unlike us. Sgt Ricky Lindsay was a perfect example of man and
machine in perfect harmony until he met a log at full speed and
flew over the handle bars, causing a mass pile up and a broken
bike. Inspired by such a great leader, Sig Lottery went on to
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break 2 more bikes by crashing at every corner - but no brain no
pain.
A more peaceful time was spent in the hills with Cpl Paddy
Patterson leading the walkers over some cheeky little hills. The
route was demanding leaving them feeling very tired but unable
to sleep due to Cpl Patterson's impressive snoring skills. The
climbing took its toll on Sig Cole who forgot to say he was
scared of heights. No one would have noticed, if he hadn't been
sick when he saw how high he had to climh The climbing was
headed up by 14 Cadet Training Team who came along to help us
out with that and kayaking. On Coniston Water were the
kayakers. A scary sight for any passers by was the 5 Bellies of
Limavady, wearing tight, figure hugging neoprene. A full day
paddling on the lake and River Crake was not enjoyed by Cpl
Sims, who managed to dislocate his shoulder again (!) 20 mins
into the day in only 8" of water.
The aims of the ex were to bring both dets of 69 (NIH) Sig Sqn
closer together and have a bit of a laugh. Both were achieved in
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bucket loads. especially with Lancaster city centre only 5 mins
down the road from Halton Trg Camp.
ARMY BOXING CHAMPIONSHIP - SGT GILL
Sgt Matt Gill , Tech PSI at 85 (U&AA) Sig Sqn, represented the
Regt at the recent Army lndividur..: Boxing Championships, which
took place at the Maida Gym, Ald:;shot, over the period 17-19
April 07. Boxing at Cruiserweight \81-86kg), he bo.·ed well during
the competition and was unfortunate not to win the final, losing
out to a rough and tough Cfn Aemmer of 4 Bn REME by a single
point. He certainly did the Regt and the Royal Corps of Signals
proud.

not! Everyone gathered round to listen to the Padre do Values
and Standards part 2.
Saturday's activities finished off with a BBQ and drinks at
Limavady TAC. 69 (Belfast) Sqn said their fond farewells to Capt
Wolfe who left the Sqn on promotion.
Sunday - the morning started with the Col doing Values and
Standards part 1. This apparently was intended to be a morale
booster for the CFT which took place later that morning.
Conditions were warm and sunny - ideal for sunbathing but not
for strenuous exercise. Plenty of blisters and sore feet by all
accounts.
Endex and recover to Clonaver TAC after the usual 'hurry up and
wait'. A good time was had by all.
85 SQUADRON ADVENTURE TRAINING 8 - 10 JUNE
- by Sig Tyrone Howarth
During the month of June, 85 Sqn members decided to brave the
heights of the Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty that is the
Mountains of Mourne. But of course they would not be wanting
do this without a bit of Dutch courage the night before. On the
Friday evening, everyone arrived at Ballykinler Barracks in the
shadow of the Mournes where, miraculously, it did not rain at all.
Not only that, and contrary to most other weekends that could
have been chosen for this event, the sun was shining gloriously.

Sgt Gill in Blue showing his punching power

DETACHMENT UPDATE
There has been a great deal of movement within the det and the
Sqn. In May 07 the OC, Maj Andy Woods finally hung his boots
up and looks forward to life outside the TA. We wish Andy,
Patricha and the children all the very best for the future. No
sooner had the OC left than the SSM W02 Ken Rankin jumped
ship. Ken has gone back to his RE roots and joined the recently
re-formed RE Sqn in Bangor, again we wish Ken, Jean and the
children all the very best. Recent departures also included Sgt
Willie Morrison and Cpl Sammy Tatton.
EXERCISE CELTIC WARRIOR 22 - 24 JUNE 2007
With Maj Monty Montgomery firmly at the helm of 69 (NIH} a
plan was hatched to bring both sides of the Sqn i.e. the City
Slickers from Belfast and the Shuck Jumpers from Limavady,
together for a Sqn bonding weekend. The ex location was
Magilligan Trg Centre, a wise choice by the OC - not only is it an
excellent trg centre but its close proximity to Limavaday ensured
our brothers from Limavady wouldn't get lost!

As usual the deployment from Clonaver Park TAC was a variation
of the usual 'hurry up and wait' scenario. Unfortunately being a
Sqn led ex, we couldn't blame RHQ but rest assured W02
(MTWO) Dennis Watts got the blame as usual. Arriving safe and
sound at Magilligan, the OS staff were whisked away for the first
of many briefings. A brief spell of admin followed, which included
a familiarization with the NAAFI - which was nice.
Saturday got off to a cracking pace at the ranges and CBRN
delivered with the usual charm by Cpl Burgess. The range
practice was excellent and everyone passed - must be a first.
The packed trg package however was unfortunately fatally flawed
by the inclusion of JPA trg, which all agreed was one of the most
painful trg periods ever. Various levels of competence were
identified but without doubt the star was Cpl Alex Jones who
chalked up 3Y2 hrs for his JPA trg package - 3 hours was
dedicated to updating his dental records. Anyone fortunate
enough to escape JPA in time, got to do some Reebok trg and
discovered just how portable the satellite receiver actually is -
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First came the brief and split up of the people who wanted to do
the mountain biking or hill walking. At first everyone wanted to
do the mountain biking in the belief that this would be the easier
option, but Capt Dave Wilson soon persuaded the Nijmegen
March team that they did not want to do anything that might be
classed as "easy". After that, a couple drinks were consumed
and everyone headed off to sleep in anticipation of a long day of
exercise.
On Saturday morning the usual admin duties of getting breakfast,
collecting eqpt and acquiring packed lunches were completed
before the hill walkers departed to meet the CO at Silent Valley
car park on the south side of the Mourne Mountains. From here
the team embarked on an intrepid tab around not 1, not 2, but 3
peaks in the Mournes. Capt Wilson gave a quick brief on what
peaks we were going to conquer that day: Moolieve, Wee
Binnian, and Slieve Binnian.
The resident racing snake, Sig Patterson, decided to go forward,
and everyone else soon followed the Mourne wall up Moolieve.
My slight hangover was taking a drastic effect on my ability to
climb, but with a bit of extra water and 'Motivation' from Capt
Wilson, I was soon up to the top where I received some news
that made me feel a lot better about myself, namely that Sig
Cowden had been throwing up in front of the CO.
After a brief rest and water stop, the group set off for the next
summit, Wee Binnian - which didn't look too Wee from the
bottom. Once again Sig Patterson took the lead, going straight
up the side of the mountain followed by everyone else except the
CO and myself, who slipped back for a quick navigation lesson.
Keen to learn but worried about falling too far back from the main
group, my concerns were quickly quashed by the CO: "Don't
worry about them, I'm the Colonel, they'll wait if I tell them to! "
Wee Binnian was slightly steeper then Moolieve though, and a bit
of scrambling was required to get to the rock outcrops on top.
Nevertheless, everyone made it there in the end, and proceeded
to sit in the shade to escape the sweltering heat from the midmorning sun, everyone except the CO and Capt Wilson that is,
who decided to go and do a bit of free rock climbing . But it
wasn't all happy talk, as Big Binnian was just over there ... with its
peak covered in cloud!
After a brief rest stop we set off to the highest point of the day,
the summit of Slieve Binnian. Capt Wilson this time decided to
go straight up the near-vertical Mourne wall , the crazy man that
he is, while Sig Patterson learnt the art of traversing from SSgt
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Dale King. Then after what seemed like an age, we were at the
top - well the top of the South Tor at least. From what I care to
remember of that incline there were a few "spiritual" moments for
some people. Meanwhile, Capt Wilson had completely
disappeared somewhere (to the Summit Tor, as it turned out) and
the Col decided to do some more impersonations of Sylvester
Stallone in "Cliffhanger".
After that the group divided with one team, SSgt King, SSgt
Carol Johnston, Sig Cowden and Sig Howarth heading down
the side of the mountain while the others, Lt Col Whichelo, Capt
Wilson, Sgt Maggie McMillan, Cpl Scott Roberton, Sig Tracy
Kyle, Sig David McClenaghan and Sig Patterson continued
along the ridge to the North Tor. The early descenders soon
wondered if they had made the right choice, as the drop actually
seemed worse than going up the mountain, but after a while we
were on the road beside the Silent Valley reservoir. Here we saw
some amazing views, such as the CO running along the road like
a mad man, presumably late for some important business
elsewhere. The rest of his team were taking a more sedate pace,
so we headed slowly back to the car park, stopping at the shop
for some ice cream on the way.
After about half an hour, the climbers returned to find us lying
under the shade of a large pine tree. Then we mounted up onto
the minibus, got back to Ballykinler (where it was still sunny) and
enjoyed another night of good weather with a BBQ, golf and a
bar. Stories between the mountain bikers and hill walkers
prevailed for about half an hour until we decided that hill walking
was harder on the grounds that the bikers had stopped for about
an hour to go swimming. The mountain bikers, W02 Johnston,
SSgt Campbell, Sgt Herridge, Cpl Holland, Cpl Mason, Sig
Kelly and Sig Clarke disputed this, as the SSM had
conscientiously dragged them over every single hill in Tollymore
Forest Park, despite the fact that, according to Cpl Mason, "We
were already knackered by the time we got there!"
The next morning we set off for Tollymore to do a bit of
navigation work on an orienteering course that Capt Wilson set
up. After a quick run through on how to use a map and compass
and the different terrain features shown on the map, we split off
into our groups and headed into the wilderness to find our control
points and get our cards stamped. Everyone tried their hardest,
some to more effect than others!
Then we quickly set off to get all the eqpt back in as we had to
get back from the Mournes to Bangor to take part in the
Falklands 25th Anniversary Parade that afternoon. For some
people in the group this was their first public parade, which made
it quite an experience for them. It was a bit of a rush to make it
there on time, but a worthwhile effort nonetheless.
And then that was the end of yet another weekend of trg with 85
Sqn, which was greatly enjoyed by all. As we climbed Wee
Binnian, we had met up with a group who were trying the Mourne
Wall Walk (22 miles long, passing over 15 mountains). Is this
something to aim for in 2008?
EXERCISE TRANSAT FINN - by Maj R A Campbell
Ex TRANSAT FINN was a double Atlantic crossing sailing trip led
by pers from the Royal Irish Regiment. The ex was divided up

into 8 legs of varying length. This brief account covers leg 4,
3600 miles from Rio de Janeiro to Cape Town.
On Friday 2 February 2007, I met up with 10 other would-be
sailors, none of whom I had previously met, to commence the
sailing trip of a lifetime. Our destination was Rio de Janeiro,
Brazil, where we were to join HMTS Discoverer. The Discoverer
was a 67 ft ocean-going yacht that was to be home for the next
3-4 weeks. The crew of 14 were a mixture of seasoned sailors (6)
and complete novices (8). Of the 6 seasoned sailors, only the
skipper had sailed trans-Atlantic before. Once at the boat, we
began a very brief introduction to basic principles of sailing,
paying particular attention to the safety aspects of life on board.
We had one day of rest and were able to do the 'tourist bit' by
going up Sugarloaf Mountain.
We set sail at 1500hrs on Tuesday 6th into a very pleasant and
calm sea. Once at sea, we broke into 3 'watches' of 4 and
commenced our routine. Each watch had a leader, who was
experienced in the art of sailing. A unique aspect of the exercise
was lack of rank.
Routine on the boat included taking responsibility for all cooking
and cleaning duties every third day. Cooking for 14 on a 3 ring
gas stove that was constantly swinging like a pendulum was
particularly challenging. We had no facility to make fresh water on
board, as it had broken on leg 1. This meant that fresh water
could be used only for brushing teeth and making brews. The
remainder of the routine when not on domestic duties was a
rotation of 4hrs on and 4hrs off. This lasted for a period of 48hrs
and was carried on through the silent hours.
Our trip was to be broken up by anchoring for a few hrs off the
island of Tristan Da Cunha (TDC). This is the most isolated
human island settlement to be found anywhere in the world. It is
1800 miles from Rio and 1600 miles from Cape Town. After 10
days sailing we finally arrived off TDC. We had to anchor about a
mile out and use our RIB to ferry us there and back. It was an
absolute honour to be able to visit this place and mix with such
hardy and loyal fellow British subjects.
We had a few problems during the final part of the journey due to
the absence of any wind for several days. During this time we
had to use engine power for about 4 days straight. About 1000
miles from Cape Town it was discovered we had virtually run out
of fuel with only enough to manoeuvre into port when we finally
arrived in Cape Town . Fortunately, the winds picked up
sufficiently to allow us to move steadily under sail power. Once
we arrived in Cape Town Bay we enjoyed few days R&R before
flying home.
Highlights of the ex for me are too numerous to list. Visiting TDC
was an absolute privilege and seeing the shanty towns of Rio and
the townships of Cape Town was most humbling. I will never
forget the joy of sailing in the open sea with no living soul for
probably hundreds of miles and I will particularly remember with
awe, sailing at night and seeing more stars than I thought
possible and being able to steer the ship by following a star. It
was a joy to be able to part of a crew who gelled so well and it
was a fitting end to a career in the Royal Irish Regiment, for
myself and the other members of the crew. I now look forward to
my career as a Royal Signals Officer.

71st (YEOMANRY) SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col CS Tallents TD
W01 PJ Joyce

EXERCISE SALTY PHOENIX VII 8 - 13 JUNE 2007-W02(FofS)
HARPER'S LAST STAND
Eighteen pers from across 71 Sig Regt undertook a 5 day sailing
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exped in the Solent in June. Three cap badges from the Regt
took part and we were lucky to get a boat from each of the
Corps.
Capt Terry Hackett skippered REME yacht Craftsman
conducting a day skipper and competent crew course,
W02(FofS) Jamie Harper skippered the Royal Signals yacht
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reading skills by taking
lead and navigating the
team on the prearranged route. Come
the end of the day
everyone was feeling
the burn and was

~!~~~!§~~I~~~~~
-·~=-""~

~

The party then travelled
to Plymouth for lunch
and a guided tour of the
cities fortifications
around the quay.

The Quicksilver crew
Quicksilver in preparation for his Costa! Assessment and Cpl Roy
Carpenter had his first solo outing as a day skipper on the AGC
yacht Helena.

The exped was beset with light or no winds. The average wind
condition being Force 2 there were just a few hours of a fair
sailing wind over the course of the 5 days. To compensate for
this, the yachts motor sailed, making their own wind in order that
they worked through the evolutions, tacking, gibing, reef in, reef
out; and man over board. No one ever asked the obvious 'why
don't we just motor'.
Three day skippers and 2 more competent crew qualifications
were awarded and all of the novices are keen to go away to
complete their competent crew at JSASTC and BKYC.
This was W02 Harper's last ex with the Regt and we wish him
well in during his resettlement in Thailand and his enlistment in
the Australian Army as a Signaller.
EXERCISE COCKNEY PHOENIX
On 1O June 2007, the Regulars of the Regt held their annual AT in
the South West out of Penhale Camp, Newquay. This trip was
organised by SSgt Rob Marshall and consisted of various
activities including Clay Pigeon Shooting, Go-Karting, Cycling
and Golf and a session on the Damage Repair Unit {AKA
"Havoc"j at HMS Raleigh.
Our first task on arrival to Penhale camp was to undertake guard
of the camp, which did limit our activities on the first day of AT,
although a short session of Clay Pigeon Shooting was achieved
on that Monday afternoon.
Tuesday morning began with a short session of PT which took
the form of some very competitive basketball before moving onto
a full round of golf on a local course encompassing beginners
and the more experienced members of the group.
Wednesday brought a much stiffer test for all members with a
60km cycle ride. A short visit was made to a local cider farm on
route and was very educational for all. Throughout the day every
member of the group took the opportunity to exercise their map-
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completely exhausted.
On Thursday the party
made the 1 hr trip to
HMS Raleigh in order to
undertake "Havoc" Trg,
being taught drills on
emergency ship repairs.
This began with a full
walk through talk
through and a full safety
brief before being kitted
up and being literally
thrown in at the deep
end. Every member
enjoyed the trg, learning
about the difficulties
involved in repairing a
damaged ship and had
a good laugh in the
process.

1 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (215)
OC
RSM

Maj SPM Nesmith
W01 A Caulfield

With the majority of the Sqn deployed and some 65 augmentees,
life in Theatre remains busy but there is still time for some
enjoyment as everyone wishes their time by in Iraq. The Rear
party remains active and ready for anything that those deployed
fire back at them, as well as organising family events and outings
for those on their summer holidays.
EUPHRATES TROOP - by SSgt Deal

were all members of the elite 215 Sig Sqn! In 1st place was Sig

Tro~er, in 2nd pl~ce LCpl Sunderland {both from Euphrates Tp!)
and in 3rd was Sig Penn (14 Sig Regt) all receiving cash prizes.
Well done lads. The idea of the evening was to raise as much
money as possible for a charity which is very close to Euphrates
Tp's hearts: Cystic Fibrosis. At the end of the evening the monies
were added up from both the casino and camel racing; the grand
sum of $1521 was raised and will be donated to the Cystic
Fibrosis Trust. This was an excellent effort by members of
Euphrates Tp and showed the generosity of all members from
Allenby Lines. Thank you.

Capt 'Pete' Hodgkinson has finally completed 'Op
WAYFORWARD', you will hear all Bde Staff cheer! The Ops
Room has had its make over finished by our very own changing
room team! LCpl 'Lianne' Knott from the Commcen won a £25
voucher from BFBS for correctly guessing how many letters there
are in the alphabet, on the daily 'brain teaser quiz'! Well done
Lianne!

Before returning to Bexleyheath on Friday morning, the party
travelled to a local Go-Karting track for a timed session on a very
testing track. The session was set to be very competitive as a few
members of the group fancied themselves to win . Fortunately the
sun came out and dried the wet track before the off. The session
overall winner was W01 {RSM) Joyce while the fastest laptime
was set by Sgt Dean Smith . The event was vigorously contested
and enjoyed by all.
The weather throughout the week was fairly kind and mostly
sunny which added to a fantastic week enjoyed by all.
Sgt Black and team

GLOUCESTER FLOODS 28 APRIL 07
- by Sig Loughran and Sig Williams
We received a telephone call on Wednesday 25 July informing us
that due to the flooding in Gloucestershire, REEBOK was being
placed on a 6 hrs notice to deploy in sp of the emergency
services in their ops to aid the local population. On Friday we
were notified that deployment would take place on Saturday
morning.
We arrived at the TA centre, loaded vehs and deployed to
Gloucestershire Police HQ.
Once there, we sited the det and established the satellite link to
Corsham. We then deployed office facilities into Gold and Silver
HQ, providing secure email, sharepoint and telephone access to
43 Bde, who were assisting in the distribution of drinking water
and other aid to victims of the flooding. Having tested the
connectivity from HQ to the REEBOK det and informed users of
login details and extensions, the crew were then split into 3 op
groups, each of which contained an Operator and Technician to
provide the users with continuous sp.
We stayed in location for 3 days until the emergency services had
regained control of the situation, at which time we
decommissioned the det and returned to TAC.
It was a worthwhile experience for us all and we look forward to
receiving our op medals and tour t-shirts! ?

THE WIRE, OCTOBER 2007

And finally we would all like to congratulate LCpl 'Evo' Evans
and LCpl 'Hannah' Yarwood on their selection for promotion to
Cpl. Well done.
TIGRIS TROOP ON TOUR - by Sig Haff

LCpl Knott giggles

Cpl Wideman from Radcon organised a very successful and
entertaining horse racing evening in the Bas Bar for the Tp.
Much to everyone's disappointment, Sgt 'Mike' Ridley won the
prize money!
4 Bde completed their first recce of the COB which is always a
good marker in the diary, seeing the guys that will be taking over
from us In the not too distant future! Members of the Tp gave
very informative briefs to 4 Bde's Sqn Comd, Ops Officer; FofS,
YofS and RSM . So they left after a few days with a warm fuzzy
feeling of what life is like in very sunny Basrah!
Sgt 'Paddy' Black and his team organised a fantastic 'Casino
Night' for all ranks of Allenby Lines on the evening of 28 July.
There were Roulette Tables, Black Jack Tables and Poker Tables
as well as 'Camel Racing' run outside by Sig 'Matty' Bladen and
LCpl 'Lianne' Knott. Poor Sgt 'Mike' Ridley was taken to the
cleaners by the Ops Officer, Capt 'Chris' Parkes on the poker
table, but that's life! Unlucky Mike. The 3 winners of the evening
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Tigris Tp of 215 Sig Sqn deployed to Iraq on Op TELIC 10 which
officially runs from June - December 2007. Even though feelings
were mixed about coming out here, the lads have pulled together
to at least keep a smile on their faces. When we all got out here
some of us were sent out to Dets such as Safwan Hill Rebro,
Maysan BG, Umm Quasar to name a few. The first people
deployed were LCpl Prest and Sig Simms to Safwan Hill Rebro;
Cpl Miller, LCpl Grochawina and Sig Lamb out with the Maysan
BG, Cpl Scott at PJCC; LCpl King at Basra Palace; Cpl Deal to
Umm Quasar and finally LCpl French , Sig Hall and Sig
Cambridge to the Danish Bn (DANBT) located on the COB. The
rest of the troops were living the good life on camp!
From my own personal experience, DANBT was an eye opener at
how the Danish Army works. If they were are any more laid back,
they would be on their backs, lying down. In this weather, their
working dress is shorts and t-shirts - how great is that? Though it
was very quiet there, being with the Danish and doing our job
was OK. Nine weeks in an air conditioned office was a bonus,
yet the office tan was not quite up to standards. While there,
however, LCpl French and I managed to get out and about;
although LCpl French had the more exciting trip to Al Kurna I
managed to get on a convoy to Kuwait.
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There is nothing really much to report o~ at ~he ~fwan Hill Rebro
and I am told it is very quiet up there. Sig S1m".'s s sun tan
seems to indicate that you get plenty of down time.
LCpl Pacey, who has vei;tured out to the Maysan province with
the KRH BG can safely S<t'f that living in the dese~ for a week .
and a half and moving ev':lryday on long convoys. in the bhstenng
heat is definitely something he wouldn't er.joy doin~ often. It
sounds like a holiday maybe but with mosqu1toes,hzards and
warm drinking water, it was a harsh reminder that it was Maysan
and not Magaluf. Though he enjoyed the experience very_ muc~ ,
LCpl Pacey emphasised that he wasn't that keen on shanng his
bed with the camel spiders.

. ·n the mirror on every occasion possible. He
been seen posing 1
.
I
t
een seen secretly unwrapping a parce sen
ti
has also recen Yb
, h ·
v
t'
. . g the classic women s air remover ee .
from home, con t ainin
.
.
h d
We are beginning to wonder what is going on in your ea
Woody? Strange individual!

ALPHA TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

The Sqn began June with Ex PLATINUM HALBERD in support of
the 102 Log Bde staff. A Bde level CPX, this was the first time
that the Bde HQ and the Bde Units had attempted to establish
Bowman comms over medium range with the Main and Fwd HQs
established inside Princess Royal Barracks (PRB) and the Regts
conducting moves to locations at ever increasing distances
throughout the course of the ex.

"Its not everyday you get to spend 8 hrs in the back of a. dusty .
Snatch, but for LCpl Prest, myself and Sigs Mee and Nicholls it
was a reality. Tailing the end of a re-supply co~voy w~ radio
checked all the way to Camp Virginia in Kuwait. Luck1~y e~ough
we had the switched on characters of Sig Mee an? Sig Nicholls
providing us with top cover, using the skills and dnll they had
learnt in previous trg. The IED threat was in th: back of
everyone's mind but we saw it as an opportunity to bre'."< away
from the daily routine of the Tp. The journey_went off w1tho~t a
hitch and provided another tale to tell back in the BAS Bar.

Inside PAS the Sqn set about erecting Bde Main under the
direction of our complex and comms Cpls Jim Hewitt and
Graham Curtis. Initially in sweltering heat with a few light rain
showers mixed in, the tent very soon resembled the conditions of
a tropical rain forest. Undaunted by the weather and with the old
hands in the Sqn, everyone with an op tour under their belt,
reminding us that it was positively chilly compared with Iraq, we
soon realised that talk of air conditioning units was a sign of
weakness. Not surprisingly though, the TCOpO remained the
most popular location in the build for those privileged enough to
enter.

SUPPORT TROOP
Maj Chris Kidd
W02(RQMS) Bickerstaff

Things have progressed nicely over the last couple of weeks.
The dept has finally managed to sort out the huge and for~ver
growing accounts since we took over in May and we continue to
work at Mach 10 every day. Well some of them anyway. The 2
stores account holders (or should I say part- time account
holders) have even found the time to fit in a SCLM Cours: as
II s t 'Stu' Mead ("I'm not sweating my own body weight
;nd Sgt 'Lee' Peacock ("I'm the Welsh Ricky Hatton'1
have both managed to complete and pass the course. God .only
knows how but there is hope for anybody if they passed! Life_ has
however gone on and the dept has been constantly re-supplying
the BGs out on the ground with everything from bullets to BB~
charcoal. Oh I nearly forgot SSgt 'Shaun' Pargin ("The c~unc1I
toilet cleaner") has been busy in Div HQ supplyin.g everyth~ng
from mop heads to toilet rolls. Crack on Shaun 1s the saying there are always more toilets to clean! And a good performance
should see you get a job with the council when you leave!

~~I~")

Capt D Reader
SSgt T Dunbar

EXERCISE PLATINUM HALBERD AND EXERCISE MERCURY
HALBERD- by Capt Duncan Reader

The Tp has also had its fair share of jobs to do after taking over 4
Bulldog Comms Vehs and then having to sort them out to make
them worth using again. They have done with great success.
Tigris Tp has had to endure in a few long and uneventfu.I Comms
Recces to Kuwait. Here is Sig Cook's account of one tnp.

QM (l)
RQMS

102 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (262)

Where did you get the part number for that? The rest of the
Bronze Gang need some!

Things have changed staff wise with a few of the in-theatre
.
augmentees now being changed over. Cpl 'Bowser' Bowes will
surely be a great loss to the dept by returning to Edinburgh to the
Fusiliers. Many thanks for all your hard work _over the past 6
months and best wishes to you and your family. The dept.would
like to welcome the following to the department: ?Pl Martin from
2 Bn REME and Pie Marshall. Hope you both en1oy your tour
with us.

o

th QM Maj 'Chris' Kidd ("I'd rather be fishing in the rain")
h~s fi~ally .;,ade his mark on the tour by arriving when he wa~ted
to and then finally managing to get the other 2 QMs fr~m beh~nd
his desk. The only moan we have heard from hi~ u~ till _no"'.' 1s
that he has now gone days without any air condit1ornng in his
rather hot office, due to the local technical knowledge, or lack of
it. He has however replaced all of the lo~ calories through
sweating by being seen in the Cambra1 ~nes cookhouse actually
saying " I don't do desserts" an.d then b_eing cheered by the rest
of the troop for choosing the biggest slice of chocolate cake from
the dessert bar and smothering it in ice cream . Apparently they
say you go mad when you become an LE Officer!

With the PACEX completed, the staff arrived at the start of the
second week. Initially minds were concentrated on attempting to
establish comms with the various Regtl HQs but at this point, the
weather decided to add some additional and very practical
problems to the ex play. An intense downpour started at lunch
time on the Tuesday and while at first it was quite welcome as the
edge was taken off the stifling heat we were all working under, it
then proceeded to become steadily heavier. In under an hour the
tent was beginning to bow significantly, with the positioning of
the waterproofing sheets being sorely tested as the water first
pooled and then descended into the working areas. Sigs to Staff
Officers were soon all fighting to prevent the tent from collapsing.
With ex play almost being halted during the afternoon, the tent
was saved from imploding under the weight of the elements. The
weather did show that a more sophisticated application of the
waterproofing sheets would be needed to prevent possible
collapse in the future. With Fwd established nearby, the Sqn
concept of having a tactical standby ready to go proved well
founded. However, unperturbed by the elements, planning
activity soon resumed within Main and the standby continued
standing by.
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With the completion of the trg phase, the ex now moved on to
the tactical occupation of the second comms site at Haltern Trg
Area. Following a small directional mishap on the way, Alpha Tp
was met by the Reece Officer, Capt Emily Greenwood, prior to
Cpl Jim Hewitt leading his clearance party around the site. They
encountered only one suspect veh, which turned out to be the
OC, Maj Andy Parfitt and the RQMS, W02 John Morley who
had previously set up their own tactical position in order to view
proceedings.
Comms from Haltern back to Elmpt, where Bravo Tp were still
established, proved to be difficult but through persistence, SSgt
Tristan Dunbar and Cpl Curtis succeeded in establishing the
link. However, the difficulties didn't finish there! This was to be
the first time the new design for the Main complex had been
erected with the cam net. During the lift, the combined weight of
the waterproofing sheets and the cam net proved too much,
resulting in the rather morale- sapping sight of the entire length of
the main tent folding in on itself. Thus it was back to the drawing
board and a slight pause until the Tp was rallied and succeeded
in establishing Main by the morning.
It was a hard worked group of soldiers who formed up for the
final move to PAS, with a raft of useful practical lessons which
had been gained regarding our deployment in the field. These
will no doubt be put to good use and built on for our next
deployment.
BRAVO TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp Sgt

2lt A Jankiewicz
Sgt M Tiplady

EXERCISE BAVARIAN DIAMOND 1 - 13 JULY 07
- by 2Lt Amy Jankiewicz
Various members of 102 Log Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (262) descended
upon Bavaria in the South of Germany again this year for a spot
of AT. In a change to the usual hotspot in Garmish, the Sqn
decided to deploy to the area of Sonthofen. As most expect of
this region in July, we came prepared for rays of sunshine,
blistering heat and swarms of mosquitoes. Instead we were
faced with grey clouds, thunder and lightning, rain and rock
climbers that never actually got to climb on any real rocks!

SSgt 'Taff' O'Connor ("I'm a Swansea Jack") has been bus.y
doing all the Tp admin and has even been seen contem~lating retrading after doing everything from nominal roles to getMg ISO
containers to Kuwait and then back again. A bit of experience
gained there Taff, getting ready for resettlement. Whites the
movers is looking good mate!
On a troop front Sig Wood has had an interestin~ tour to say the
least. If he's not been seen living in the Cambra1 Gym, he has

Following the successful completion of Ex PLATINUM HALBERD
and taking on board the lessons learned, the start of the tactical
comms ex, Ex MERCURY HALBERD, began with formal orders
from the Ops Officer, Capt Ian Kirk, followed by dissemination
down to the individual troops. In accordance with the scenario,
the first convoy road move to Elmpt Station began with Sp Tp
setting off as the first packet. They were well underway
establishing themselves as Alpha Tp finally arrived. They had
been delayed by a number of veh problems en route and had
being overtaken by Bravo Tp under 2Lt Amy Jankiewicz, who
had nearly completed erecting Fwd HQ. Not to be outdone by the
late arrival, Alpha Tp set up Main before last light, all ready to
settle into night routine. The following 2 days were spent
undergoing Sqn trg; the majority being conducted by Cpl
Graham Curtis and Cpl Mick Rogers, running the troops
through everything from erecting field defences to basic life
support skills.

Nevertheless, as the mighty 262 Sig Sqn always do, we made the
most of a situation limited by inclement weather beyond our
control and got a lot out of the fortnight.
QM (Tech) Departmen COB Support Op TELIC 10
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The Field Kitchen ... now a poolside restaurant!
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Two groups deployed for a week at a time with the aim of
introducing or practising people in the standard Level 2 AT
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activities of rock climbing, mountain walking and kayaking .
During Week 1, the OC used the opportunity to obtain saddle
sores by mountain biking over an 85km route everyday for the
first 3 days in preparation for his upcoming Trans-Alp Challenge,
later m the month.
Sig 'Tony' Ryde displayed interesting climbing technique during
this first week, while Cpl Jason Collins felt much happier
securely on the ground, belaying his counterparts to the top of
the wall. With Week 1 being top heavy with Bravo Tp pers,
comedy moments were never far away - 'what a surprise' Sgt
Mike Tiplady was heard to say.

walking took place. Sig 'Brucey' For~yth display~d his similarity
to a mountain goat by thriving in the hills and putting newly
qualified PTI and MLT instructor Cpl Barry ~ears under.
pressure. In addition LCpl 'Swanney' Swanick faced his fears;
however he never wants to see a cliff face below him ever again.
Members of the first week's group continued to make things
interesting by befriending the landlady of the local British pub
'The Flying Scotsman'. Excellent entertain~ent w~s kindly
provided every night, including karaoke, during which LCpl
Swanick seized the opportunity to dress up as a woman!
Participating in the weekly quiz, Maj Parfitt joined the team
promising to be a font of knowledge in subjects galore; sadly it
was a music knowledge quiz. It was decided by all that he
should probably stick to the day job as musical knowledge is not
top of his 'subjects galore' list!
Congratulations go to Cpl Hewitt who pas~ed his 3.* Kayak
.
Foundation Course qualification in preparation for himself and Sig
Kemsey Whittlesea continuing onto their Inland Kayak
Progression course in September and eventually their Joint
Services Canoe Instructors course.
Week 2 showed no improvement in the weather but there were
definitely developments with individual confidence. LCpl Nurse
stormed up the climbing wall, after experiencing a nasty fall the
last time he was on the rocks and Sig Rob Chesnutt overcame
his fears and battled with the challenges of the indoor climbing
wall at Obersdorf.

LCpl 'Tina' Turner just loves the hills!

Fun on the climbing wall was transferred to the open water where
apart from attempts to sink Cpl Jim Hewitt during his kayaking
lessons and the kayaking instructor referring to Sig Rob Ford as
more of a boy band member than a soldier, an excellent chance
was found to test character and mental robustness in the form of
the capsizing drill. For this group, however, mountain walking
was the most enjoyable, even though more scrambling than

A visit to the infamous 'Wonnemar' swimming pool allowed
everyone to relax after a challenging climb during the day. LCpl
Baz Kenyon threw himself down the kamikaze shoot like there
was no tomorrow and Sig 'Phil' Phillips joined him nearly losing
his shorts in the process.
Nevertheless, all 30 soldiers had survived a challenging week of
arduous activities following a series of back to back exs over
recent months. This was a suitable reward, from which they
reaped the benefits, prior to the summer leave period before all
systems go again in September. This is the fast paced schedule
in the world of this independent Sig Sqn!

12 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (228)
OC
RSM

Maj Taff Watts
W01 (RSM) Buz Burrows

During my time with ESTCOY 3, we took part in 3 Mobile
Operation Group (MOG) patrols, which ESTCOY 3 had been
doing throughout their time on Op HERRICK 5. Since the arrival
of ESTCOY 4, we have been re-roled as a BG Manoeuvre Arm
and this has seen us deployed on a number of different ops. This
means that we appear to be spending an increasing amount of
time out of our beds and eating Menu C!
Amongst the various ops we have been involved in, our most
recent one was Op LASTAY KULANG. For this we deployed to
the Upper Sangin Valley and secured the area of Putay and Kang.
Once this was completed, we established FOB Fox, where we
remained for nearly 6 weeks until the FOB was collapsed. During
our time in FOB Fox, the Coy had numerous contacts with
Taliban forces and although they suffered casualties, we inflicted
a large amount of casualties on the Taliban. In addition to
mounting veh patrols, as the Rear Link Sigs, Sig Southern and I
took part in pl strength foot patrols, both the fighting and hearts

On the whole working with the Estonian Coy has thrown up a lot
of challenges to both of us. However the work has been very
rewarding and it is definitely something we will both remember.
MAIN TROOP
As the pace of ops has continued, Main Tp have remained very
busy. Capt Dale Taft has been posted to the rather less sunny
camp of Blandford, and been replaced by Lt Nick Purdy from 3
(UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt. Cpl Rachel Hankey and Sig Dan
Harris have returned from the delights of FOB Dwyer, to be
replaced by LCpl 'HESH' Hiscocks, Sig Scott Knowles and Sig
Ben Mills. LCpl Al Coakley, Sig 'Steve' Martin and Sig Mark
Townley remain stalwarts of the Provincial Reconstruction Team
with 1 WFR and have recently deployed south of LKG. As we
begin Op CHAKUSH, Sigs 'Sugar' Kane, Andy Callaghan and
'Niners' Coyne have said goodbye to sunny Lash and joined up
with the BGs North and Centre. LCpl Micky Luxford and Sig
Russell Dobson have deployed with Comd's TAC, leaving a
rather minimalist 4 man team manning J3 Ops with the self
proclaimed SSgt Beckett covering lunch breaks! Cpl Jethro
Towers and Sig 'Peter' Andre are completing a 3 week stint in
the 'Pinkhouse' down the road and the remainder are departing
for, on, or returning from R&R. Here endeth the lesson.

16 AIR ASSAULT BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (216)
oc
RSM

Maj Anderton Brown
W0 1(RSM) Brown

The success of German airborne forces in Denmark, Norway and
Holland in the Spring of 1940 clearly demonstrated the tactical
value of such ops. With this in mind, Winst on Churchill directed
the War Office in June of that year to investigate the possibility of
forming a British Corps of at least 5,000 parachute troops. It was
with this decision that our forefathers heard their calling.

jumping into Italy, destroying an aqueduct, being captured by a
bunch of scared Italians, escaping, being caught, escaping again,
jumping into Arnhem, falling into a trench of sleeping Germans
and being captured again. He then continued with tales of hiding
in a small cupboard for 13 days and nights, escaping again! Then
going on to command 22 SAS in Oman and Malta. By the end of
the talk many of us felt completely drained and irrelevant
compared to such a legend. It was an honour and privilege just
to have spent time with a true hero.

VISIT BY MAJ GEN DEAN-DRUMMOND CB, DSO, MC

RSO WITH THE BRIGADE RECCE FORCE
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Our job as Rear Link Sigs is to establish comms back to the
BG(N) Joint Ops Centre on Bowman HF and TACSAT. Together
with Capt 'Pete' Martin (LO to ESTCOY 4) we deploy in the
Comd's PASI. Along with the ALO team, the Estonian Coy has a
UK FST attached to them permanently. FST 13 or 'Lucky Strike'
as it is known is the most contacted FST in theatre!

and minds kind. The latter of these patrols are quite rewarding as
we get to interact with the locals, especially the children, which
proves a welcome respite from the serious business of soldiering.
Once we have finished for the day, we then get to relax with the
Estonians while they teach us some more Estonian or live up to
their title of 'The Estonian Olympic Eating Team'.

On 17 September, we remember the men who took part in the
greatest airborne op of all time, Op MARKET GARDEN and more
specifically the jump into Arnhem. Our Sqn can trace its proud
history all the way back to our illustrious predecessors in the 1st
and 6th Airborne Div Sig Regts. Now, some 64 years later, the
spirit, attitude and ethos of airborne signals is still alive and well.

As the Op HERRICK 6 tour draws into its final stages, the Sqn
has started its preparations to hand over to 52 Bde. The Rear
Link Detachments (RLDs), which now stretch to every corner of
Helmand province, have continued their work supporting the
BGs and attached national contingents. The summer posting
plot saw the arrival of a new Tp Comd, Lt Nick Purdy, a new
21C, Capt Kelly Rhodes and a new QM, Capt Dave Rooke.
Main Tp have been exceptionally busy supporting the CIS for
the Task Force HQ and finally moving the HQ from the 45C tents
to the new Tier 2 air-conditioned luxury ready for the winter!
The rear party has continued to ably support the families in
Bulford even with diminished manpower.

Tasked to sort out some comms issues with the Bde Reece
Force (BRF), Lt Taft set off for Bastion to spend a week
coordinating the 4 embedded RLD Sigs with the BRF: Sig
Scarretts, Cpl Ingham, Sgt Meakin, Cpl Kavanagh. Once there,
it became apparent that the BRF did not want to give up Lt Taft
since he had proved that he could operate a TACSAT and
Bowman. His 1 week problem solving turned into a month
deployment including 2 ops with the BRF consisting of longrange patrolling into the Helmand valley. He was rightly crated for
swearing on the net using the weak excuse of overhead RPG fire.

Army EOD and Medical Services. Prior to deploying, I had been
on 2 visits to Estonia to meet the ESTCOY 4, so it was nice to
see a few familiar faces. I was even able to trade my new war
stories with those old sweats who were on their second tour over
here - the first being with the Russian Army!

Lt Dale Taft with the BRF
WORKING WITH ESTONIAN COMPANY 4 ON OP HERRICK 6
- by Sgt 'Andy' Carr
Sig 'Mikie' Southern and I have been attached to the Estonian
Coy as the Rear Link Sigs. We are currently working with
ESTCOY 4, a Coy minus made up from the Estonian Scouts Bn,
the only Regular Army Unit in the Estonian Army, the Estonian
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It is not everyday that one gets an opportunity to meet someone
who actually parachuted into Arnhem. 31 July 2007 became a
truly memorable day for many of us when we were privileged to
host Maj Gen Dean-Drummond on his first visit to our new
home in Merville Barracks. The day started with a light buffet
lunch, where we welcomed the Gen to the new Officers Mess and
the OC introduced the Sqn Officers. We then moved to SHQ
where Maj Gen Dean-Drummond opened the new 'Drummond
Historical Room', taking the time to look through all the
memorabilia and photo albums. LCpls Ball and Roach briefed
him on the Lt Para Tac HQ and the new Bowman Radio system.
Cpls Simmons and Corbett gave him a brief on the Sqn's recent
tour of Afghanistan and our impending return on HERRICK 8.
Sgt Giroux finished with a display of the weaponry used by the
Sqn and also a demonstration of Bowman and TacSat comms
eqpt. The visit culminated with, what can only be described as
something incredibly special. We sat in complete silence as the
Gen gave a personal account of his career, and more specifically
his experiences testing the first parachutes for the British Army,
THE WI RE, OCTOBER 2007

Maj Gen Dean-Drummond visits 216 (Para) Sig Sqn

VISIT BY SOinC(A)
On 4 July, 216 (Para) Sig Sqn was visited by the SOinC(A}, Brig
JE Thomas MBE, ADC. The SOinC began his visit with a
briefing by Sgt 'Bomber' Lancaster, on the recent successes of
the Sqn Recruiting Team, which have won the Birtwhistle and
Pennant Trophy for the Sqn's contributions to Corps Recruiting.
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Handling Instructor (HHI) courses. These new skills were put into
practice during Phases 2 and 3, as the Sqn was allocated plenty
of SH (CH-47 and Merlin) hours to conduct Under Slung Load
(USL) moves of Bde Tac HQ (2 Rovers and trailers). The Merlin
was also used to deploy a Lt Tac HQ. Sgt Rich ardson was
used, in his HHI capacity, to oversee a Scimitar USL. Seeing 9
tons of armour being lifted by helicopter is quite a sight. All the
new arrivals to the Sqn, most of whom had never been in a
helicopter before, were stage 1 trained in the Merlin.

Next was a buffet lunch with all the Officers and SNCOs and a
medals presentation, where Sgt Carney was awarded the Long
Service and Good Conduct Medal. The visit was rounded off
with a field display of the Sqn's capabilities. This includ~ a .
walk-through-talk-through, led by Cpl Meecham , of the 1nsert1on
and setup of the Para Lt Tac HQ. This was followed by a
demonstration of the slightly larger Fwd Tac HQ. The day ended
with one last surprisP, when the SOinC promoted the. QM , Capt
Rod Cowan (now Mc.i). It was also revealed that Mai Cowan
was a young sig in 1\.182 when the SOinC was his Tp Cor:id.
They both served in the Falkland's ~ar, which featured Sig
Cowan in the last edition of The Wife.

PARACHUTING AND AIRBORNE TASK FORCE AT FULL
CAPABILITY
The Sqn has seen a significant increase in the amount of
parachuting over the last month. Ex EAGLE'S EYE presented a
fantastic opportunity for the airborne types to spend some quality
time under silk. With up to 5 C-130s at the Bde's disposal
throughout the 3 week ex, each parachutist had at least 5 chutes
available. Some were lucky (or unlucky, depending on your view
of parachuting) enough to complete day and night jumps on the
same day. Based out of South Cerney for the first week and
Westdown Camp, Salisbury for the remainder, it was never more
than an hour to Lyneham to mount and the DZs were all local.

EXERCISE EAGLE'S EYE
ALPHA TROOP

The efforts of SSgt Billy King exhausting his contacts in the
world of aviation have provided numerous helicopter abseiling
and fast roping trg days and the following have qualified as Hel
Abseilers, Sig Griffiths, Sig Gormley, Sig Glancy, Cpl Joyce,
Cpl Galtress, Sig Ferguson, Cpl Smith, Sig Je~rey an? Sig
Edmunds. The trg was verified with an impressive 3 ship
demonstration at the Colchester Military Festival in June.
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NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM: OP HERRICK 4 DISPLAY

Alpha Tp deployed on Ex EAGLE'S EYE to provide a Fwd Tac HQ
capability for 16 Air Asslt Bde. The first 2 days were spent
conducting air skills run-up trg in South Cerney and West Down
Camp, before we were whisked into 'the field' by Ch in o o~, wh~re
we put our trg into practice. A successful week followed 1n which
more that one RAF Staff Officer was put to shame by the palacelike bashers erected by the men of Alpha Tp and the torrential
rain gave us an Assembly Area that made Glastonbury look
parched.

The display recounts the tour through the words of the soldiers
and includes personal narrations of experiences living in the
'platoon houses' and also personal accounts of fighting the
Taliban. It is certainly a sombre and a realistic insight into life in
Afghanistan for a British soldier, but at the same time an
opportunity to recognise their exploits and remember those that
did not come home.

CHARLIE TROOP

Definitely a worthwhile visit, especially as a troop or unit day visit
to London, for any about to go out to Afghanistan.

Ex EAGLE'S EYE was the first ex for many of the newer members
of the Tp and their first opportunity to get hands ?n some of the
new Bowman kit. The Tps' primary involvement 1n the ex was
providing the Bde with High Capacity Dat a Radio coverage
across the trg areas, through HCDR Rebros. These w.ere tested
on ex for the first time with great success, as we provided the
Rear Link Deis (RLD) to the 2 PARA, 1 R IRISH BGs and the
Pathfinder Pl. The RLD boys were more than happy at having a
chance to get plenty of jumps in with 2 PARA.

HELICOPTER ABSEILING

Only 6 years out of date, the Air Adjt, Capt Flannery, managed to
get his 4 refresh jumps done and dusted, shouting 1000, 2000,
3000 Pounds as he exited on his final qualifying night jump,
before cork-screwing into the dirt. Back-dated para-pay to
November 05 - get the beers in Flanners! Six other members of
the Sqn managed to re-qualify and pretty much everyone now
has 2 years on their cards and so can give their knees a rest for a
bit! Not that we will, the role is looking more and more likely to
be used on future ops and the Airborne Task Force is still stood
up for short notice ops; so keeping the drills sharp is essential.

After months and months of planning and building, the National
Army Museum Op HERRICK 4 display was opened on 2 August.
A few of our soldiers have been working closely with the
organisers to ensure that the display depicted accurately the
events of 2006 in Helmand Province. Sig Bailey, LCpl Ball, LCpl
McGowan, Cpl Simmons and Sgt Giroux all attended the grand
opening and were on hand to answer questions from the national
and international media. Cpl Simmonds has now come to accept
that he will be skint for the coming months after being crated for
appearing far too many times on television and in the
newspapers. Sgt Giroux also managed to come back to
Colchester with 'loads of new business opportunities', although
this was discovered to be a very poor attempt at disguising his
new telephone numbers belonging to the opposite sex.

Abseiling demonstration

The SOinC(A) promotes Capt Rod Cowan to Maj

The Ops Officer, Capt PJ Pryce-Jones had an uncomfortable
landing onto tarmac at Keevil Airfield, gaining plenty of road rash
and a nice big hole in his smock. Bde Para Tac HQ was dropped
in twice, with only one injury, the SQMS, SSgt Crouchman. The
HQ drills were honed with practices between drops and the
second attempt, at night, was slick and professional, building a
fully functional HQ in less than 35 mins after exiting the aircraft.
This ensured that the ABTF had been fully tested to fulfil it's High
Readiness capability and was as ready as ever.

The 2 weeks building up to the final phase allowed the Tp plenty
of cross-country driver trg and the bad weather offered plenty of
opportunities to get stuck, which Cpl Rick Clayton took full
advantage of. The Tp was also able to try out the M~n - Pack .
Rebro (MPR) on a 1 day ex tabbing out with all the kit and s ett1~g
up in slow time, before being picked up by Merlin and dropped in
a new location to set up tactically. This was followed by SH
extraction back to camp and the whole day allowed the Tp to
experience a role normally only provided by the Airborne :ask .
Force lads. All in all , the ex provided a great trg opportunity with
the Tp really getting to grips with Bowman and lots of other kit
including 506 and TacSat.
AIR SKILLS
Phase 1 of the ex was dedicated to trg, including formalised
Rigger-Marshaller, Landing Point Commander and Helicopter
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Maj APJ Coulston
W01 (RSM) F Fensom

BOWMANISATION - by LCpl Hill
Since our return from Iraq, the work load has slackened , giving us
the time to get our feet back on the ground and to give the Tech
workshops a good dig out. So it began as a slow month, but we
then got the news that we had to prepare the Sqn's 16 ASV 436s
for Bowmanisation . At first Inspection this seemed like a pretty
daunting task but SERCO, the company that's doing all of the
Bowman fits, supplied us with first line sp to show us exactly
what condition they need the vehs to be in when they receive
them.
Luckily for us, our rear details team during Op TELIC 8 had
already begun to work on the vehs, taking out the cables and all
the Clansman eqpt - we are convinced they just opened every
wagon and lobbed a grenade In! So now all we had to do was
find all the elusive cables and connections that couldn 't be found
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before and remove them, or in our case replace the ones that
weren 't supposed to be removed in the first place.
So now after working on this task for just over a month, we sent
our first 4 wagons away to be fitted with the Bowman eqpt with
the rest following shortly afterwards.
All the techs and operators are relieved that all of their hard work
has finally paid off as the vehs have slowly trickled back from
Ayrshire Barracks with a full Bowman fit, ready to begin the build
up trg for the Op Field Trials of ECIP 5 in November.
EXERCISE FLEXIBLE GAUNTLET - by Sig Stacey Manners
Ex FLEXIBLE GAUNTLET was a mil skills ex with the aim of
refreshing the drills and skills of soldiering and developing the
JNCOs' leadership qualities. Where better to do an ex like this
than on Sennelager Trg area, where the weather is always
beautiful. The first 2 days were lessons, seeing exactly how
much we could remember about the main inf skills.
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BIELEFELD HOSPITAL PREMATU RE BABY WARD
- by Sig Jan Riley
While on Op Telic 8 in Iraq, 8 members of 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig
Sqn took part in a 24hr static bike ride to raise money for the
Premature Babies Ward at Bielefeld Hospital. The event took part
within Waterloo Lines Gym on Basra Air Station. Sponsorship
was collected from the Multi-National Div HQ, Waterloo Lines
accn, Basra Air Station MT and anyone who got in the way of the
collectors. Collection buckets were also placed around the Air
Station in key locations such as the NAAFI complex, Div HQ and
Sqn HQ. To start the event the riders split into 2 teams of 4 and
were allocated one bike per team. They took turns cycling for 30
mins at a t ime and in total each rider would complete over 6
hours of cycling.

Cpl McDuff demonstrates his PSPO technique to Sig Green
This was the first 'green' ex since we had come back from hot,
sunny Iraq so we had hours of lessons preparing for the main
field phase. When we deployed, it was all systems go. We did
an insertion tab to start off with and everybody seemed to be
getting back in to the swing of things, until it began to rain but
this was soon forgotten about and we carried on until we reached
our harbour location. After a few hours of harbour routine, sect
by sect we started to move out on recce patrols. When it came
to my sect, we got lost and decided that map read ing in the dark
isn't either fun or easy. We ended up relocating and carried on
with our patrol. After 4 hrs of complete silence on the close
target recce, we made our way back to our harbour and enjoyed
the rest of the night doing clearance patrols. Little did we know
that the next day we would be doing sect attacks all day, building
up to pl attacks in the afternoon.
Morning came and all the lads were raring to go as this was more
fun than track bashing in the garages, so cam creamed up and
fully loaded , we set off in the Bedford to our drop off point. Once
off the veh, everyone was switched on straight away. Eyes and
heads were moving around looking for the 'enemy'. Each sect
had at least 4 enemy positions to destroy while the others gave
all round defence, covering fire and doing re-supplies. The
weather kept changing throughout the day and eventually,
exhausted and aching after throwing ourselves about, we headed
back to the harbour. However before the stagging on began,
there was a Tp level ambush to be done. We split up into the cut
offs and killing groups and patrolled out to position ourselves for
the surprise ambush. After destroying the 'enemy' and searching
the 'dead' we moved back to the harbour at a brisk pace. Little
did we know that the enemy had another patrol out to search for
and attack us. All our practice of de-contact drills on the first day
paid off as we managed to extract from the killing area and take
an alternative route back.
Safely back in the harbour we gathered round for the final attack
orders. One more day of hard work, then it's finished. Friday
morning came and the harbour was cleared , bergens were
packed, final rehearsals were carried out before patrolling to the
FUP. To everyone's surprise it was raining again . There were 3
enemy positions, all dug in with good cover and a final fourth
position in depth to ensure we were still on our toes. The first
sect broke into the 'enemy' wood block while the other sects
provided fire sp and reserves. Each sect had its turn of
destroying a position and running across open fields with the
water squelching in our boots and soaking into our combats.
Final position was attacked and we all extracted under contact
back to the Bedfordr, and that was it. We had finished ! How
happy were we, no more being wet through and cold. My bed
was calling me and so was a nice shower. The ex achieved its
aim and we all enjoyed getting back into the field for a short
period and even the continuous rain couldn 't stop morale staying
high all week.
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The event was almost jinxed from the start, as it was planned for
Friday 13 October, but after a few members dropped out due to
tasking and duties, they managed to get the required manpower
from within the Sqn. The event was also hindered as just 4 hours
into their ride the Air Station cam e under mortar attack. This did
not deter t he riders; they merely donned helmets and body
armour and continued with the ride until it was completed at
0800hrs on the morning of Saturday 14 October. After
sponsorship forms and buckets were collected the total raised
was over $3000, with the highest donations coming from Brig J
Everard OBE, Comd 20 Armd Bde and Sgt Paul Smith of 200
Sig Sqn .

school car park by an AFV 432 and invited for a ride around
Normandy Barracks. After a few pictures, LCpl Balsdon drove
the AFV 432 with Mrs Mccardle onboard past the school yard to
cheers and applause from the onlooking pupils.
On return to t he school, the pupils were given the opportunity to
si.t insid~ and loo~ around the AFV 432 or as they called it "the
big tank . The chi ldren were allowed to get in the driver's and
comd's seats and have a play with the intercom system which
they found great fun. Within seconds, there were kids '
everywhere. Luckily the teachers were on hand to look after the
children or I'm sure they would have happily hijacked the AFV
432 .
After plenty of pictures and what seemed like every child in
Germany had taken a look, it was time to go. With a roar of the
engine and a cheer from t he crowd we all headed back of to
Talbot Barracks for a satisfying and well earned brew.

Sig Bel/ward shows the kids around a 432

81 SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS}
oc

Maj Steve Clout

SSM

W02(SSM) John Collins

The. Sqn is now in full-swi ng of t he deployment year, with t roops
having been deployed to Gibraltar (855), Cyprus (856) and the
Falkland Islands (857). 786 Tp deploys later in the year to Brunei.
A small party has also recently deployed to Iraq for a short tour
and returns in early July. This group has the somewhat dubious
honour of being featured in both The Times and on BBC
Breakfast, after a visit to Basra by BT's chairman and the Sqn
Hon Col.

Resourceful as ever, long-serving Tp Social Sec, Sgt John
' Fa~eman' Vincent managed to arrange an afternoon of gokart1ng where Lt Moir ably demonstrated why officers should
never drive!

In oth~r news, W01 Paul Masheter is promoted to Capt
following his successful LECB , 2Lt James Moir becomes a full
Lt, and W02 Andy McEvoy takes over as Sqn FofS.
EXERCISE APHRODITE
856 Tp under Lt James Moir deployed to Cyprus during
May/June 2007, to support Akrot iri Tp of the Cyprus
Com munic~tions Unit (CCU). The primary objective was getting
new cable 1n the ground - in excess of 15kms worth during t he
whole deployment.
The advance party consisted of W02(FofS) McEvoy LCpls Pat

Sig Riley presents the cheque to the Bielefeld Premature Babies Ward
The cheque was presented to Bielefeld Premat ure Babies Ward
on 5 by the event organiser Sig Ian Riley. Head of Department,
Professor Otte said "This is a very generous donation and I'd
like to say thank you to every one that took part. The money
raised will be spent on specialist blankets and other items to
make the babies stay in hospital that little bit more comfortable."
Event organiser, Sig Ian Riley said "Looking back on the event I
would definitely do it again. It was hard work but rewarding , and I
think I speak for everyone in saying we won't miss the achy
knees and saddle sore. Overall it was a good day for a very good
cause."
BACK TO SCHOOL - by Sig Ian Riiey
On 21 July, 7 members of 20 Armd Bde HQ & Sig Sqn went back
to school for a few hours to help celebrate the retirement of Mrs
Mccardle, one of Robert Browning School teachers who is
retiring after 32 years service. Mrs Mccardle was greeted in the
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'K!w!' Coyle and Dan 'Jacko' Jackson and Sigs C~lin 'Wilko'

Wilkinson and Richard 'Pointy' Howard. After flying from Brize
Norton on 14 May, they quickly set up the project office at Akrotiri
and confirmed tpt, accn and stores that had all been arranged
after the recce done in March this year.
The accn was at Episkopi, a 20 min drive from Akrotiri Air Base.
Tpt was limited at first and some of the stores were late in
arriving - not an uncommon problem on 81 's deployments!
However, with some excellent sp from CCU, the main party were
able to get stuck in to the many tasks that had to be done, as
soon as they arrived. The first 2 of the main tasks involved 100
pair copper cable pulls. This went relatively smoothly and was
then followed by a big fibre pull out onto the scrubland. The
coastal views were impressive, but the lack of shade and the fact
that the nearest cold refreshments were a short drive away, made
1t hard work for the troops on the ground.
Towards the end of the week the project was on schedule only to
be .frustrated by a strike by the LEG staff, which led to both
Ep1skopi and Akrotiri being locked down for 24 hrs.
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The 2nd week continued with high temperatures, blocked ducts
and having to work the local bank holiday. The tasks went well
however and whatever down time was to be had was put to good
use. It was a particularly special occasion as it was Andy
McEvoy's last camp with the Tp after over 8 yrs with 856. He
moves to his new role as Sqn FofS. Keo beers (the local lager)
wer~ down~? a~d a merry time was had by all. W02 McEvoy
received a lifetime membership to 856 Tp" award, alongside the
ma~y other awards handed out to individuals for special
achievements. Some controversy still surrounds the best (or
perhaps, bravest) fancy dress award that went to Sgt Bal 'Borat'
Kang. It is questionable whether a rather narrow piece of
luminous Lycra meets any sort of dress code at all - fancy or
otherwise.
The week culminated in the obligatory challenge to our host unit
This year's event took the form of a 'best of 3' beach volleyball ·
contest. After two tightly contested games, the 856 Tp "Zimmers"
(average age of over 40) showed their young regular counterparts
(CCU, Akrotiri Tp) that they not only worked hard, but played hard
as well.
A spe~ial thanks to CCU Akrotiri Tp for all their help and sp,
especially SSg!(~ofS) Paddy Ferguson, SSgt D'Or and Sgt
Stares. The sp1nt of co-operation made it a productive camp and
856 Tp look forward to returning to Cyprus whenever there is
work to be done.

415

hello to our new OC, Lt Cdr PD Chambers and 21C, Fl Lt R
Babington, SSgt Fitzy Fitzmaurice, SSgt (FofS) Landregan,
Sgt Reece Marsden and last but not least a big welcome to Cpl
'Chalkie' White, Sig Delaney and Sig Swan.
NIKSTOCK

JOINT SERVICE SIGNAL UNIT {CYPRUS)
co
RSM

Lt Col C Mcintosh
W01 S Fleming

Welcome to W01 Shaun Fleming taking over from W01 Leigh
Crossing as RSM, We hope you and your family enjoy your tour
here. All the best to W0 1 Leigh Crossing, Lisa and Family, enjoy
sunny Germany! Congratulations to Capt Sally Green moving
posts to become the new Adjt.

ended in tears with Cpl Beck breaking a rib after being landed on
by the biggest guy on the banana - LCpl Wilkes. Again thanks
to Cpl Donohue for organising a thoroughly enjoyable day.
1 SQUADRON
OC
SSM

At 1700hrs on 23 June, it was once again NIKSTOCK time and
thanks to W02(FofS) 'Dunes' Chamberlain and Sgt 'Ali ' Way,
the night was a huge success with everything running smoothly
and the place being a great night for everyone. Many thanks to
King Richard 's School band for their amazing performance, the
Tri-Hards (The Camp Band) led by our units own Maj Jim Boyle,
Gasolene and Classified who also rocked the night away. With
lots of entertainment for the kids like giant draughts, connect 4
and jenga, as well as a face painting tent it was set to be a good
night from the off. With Cpl Bri Gault and SAC Mike Jeal posing
for the Cyprus Lion Newspaper it promised to be a night to
remember.

Sqn Ldr Gellini
W02 R Kidd

W01 Shaun Fleming taking over from W01 Leigh Crossing

HQ SQUADRON
QC
SSM

Maj J Boyle
W02 N Pollitt

The months of May and June have brought about a huge
turnaround in manpower from the top echelon downwards. The
Sqn would like to welcome W02 Neil Pollitt from 102 Log Bde
HQ & Sig Sqn who takes over the reigns as SSM, Trg WO, MTO
and Community Liaison Officer! The QM Dept has also had a big
changeover with their 2 biggest hitters changing over. Maj
'Brummie' Lawes takes over as the QM and W02 Brett Newton
takes over as the ROMS. The Sqn would like to say farewell to
Maj Hymas who's off to Rheindahlen, W02 "Gaz" Middleton
who takes over the reigns of ROMS at Blandford, W02 Lee
Linton who's off to sunny Elmpt and Sig Williams who leaves MT
Tp.
The Sqn continues to go from strength to strength in the
Coomber Cup with the racket sports competition. A narrow win
against the 2 other Sqns puts us firmly in contention to win this
year's cup. A big thanks to W02 (QMSI) "Shrek" Millett and his
team for laying on a great day.
Now that the weather has started to move into the "extreme hot"
part of the year, it was decided that as part of the Sqn
management day pollcy we would send some pers down to the
Joint Service Watersports facility at Dhekelia to take part in some
water skiing and kayaking. SSM Neil Pollitt showed everyone
how it should be done on the wake boarding but then proceeded
to rip some chest muscles whilst crashing out. LCpl Eames and
LCpl Wilkes proved that even with no co-ordination whatsoever
you cans still look good on a pair of skis! To finish off a great
day, we then did a spot of banana boating which as always
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Cpl 'Jonno' Fielding organized a charity sponsored football
event where JSSU (Gyp) FC played 5 matches across the length
of the island in a 12 hr period. The day was hard work and
involved jumping straight on to the coach at each final whistle, to
keep within the time restraints! JSSU finished with 4 wins and 1
draw. The money raised was given to the local 'Ayios Georgios
Primary School' which was in great need of renovations.
Upstairs in SHQ, SSM 'Billy' Kidd is going mental ensuring all
the soldiers are attending maximum PTs, while Ops Officer, Capt
'Creepy' Crawley has successfully completed his FA Coaching
Badge at RAF Akrotiri, which I'm sure will be put in to good use
once the footy season gets under way. God help us!
The Sqn welcomes back Cpl Geddes, who has just completed a
6 month stint in the Falkland Islands, and is now heading to 14
Sig Regt (EW) on promotion to Sgt to scare the living daylights
out of the young signallers there with his no nonsense approach!
He's a pussy cat really! Also, good luck to Cpl 'Jodi' Williams
who is currently deployed on Op TELIC. She is working as an
AGCO, alongside some top mil and civilian pers in the Basrah
region. The Sqn wishes LCpl Adam Fear all the best, as he is
currently undertaking his Class 1 Upgrading Course at
Chicksands and sadly the Sqn bids farewell to LCpl 'Gem'
Archer, who leaves our sunny shores for the civilian streets of
Runcorn and to Cpl 'Kev' Keegan who is posted on promotion
as Sgt to JSSU Digby.
2SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Lt Cdr Chambers
W02 'Oz' Rowley

Once again we have had a very busy period for the Sqn. We
start these notes with a warm welcome to our new arrivals. A big
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With last years Bruggen 10 being such a successful and popular
event, it did not take long for the news to filter round camp and
for all available slots to be snapped up. Cpl Carl Davis RAF, who
could not attend this year's Bruggen 1O himself, due to other
sporting commitments, started the arduous task of putting
together all the admin sp for the team to make it to Germany.
This year it was decided that the team would train together to
benefit all levels of runners involved. Capt Sally Green headed
the trg, which started in April. The trg consisted of two trg
session a week, one being on a Sunday - that's commitment!
During the lead up to May there were several changes to the
nominated team due to work commitments and injuries. But it
didn't take long to fill the places - a reserve was always on hand.
With all the admin in order, the team left the station bound for
Germany. Unfortunately Maj Jim Boyle was unaware of the
regulations at the airport and he had to hand over all his toiletries
to the airport staff. The team arrived in Frankfurt in good spirits
thanks to the duty free cart and proceeded to collect the hire
vehicles for the rest of the two hour journey to Elmpt Station.
We arrived and were allocated ration cards and transit accn.

As always, the Sqn is busy as ever with the commitments of on
going ops which are run round the clock here at JSSU, but there
has still been time for the Sqn to get involved with various
activities. Sports wise, the football team were unlucky to finish
2nd place in the minor units league to the dreaded arch rivals HQ
Sqn of JSSU, but solid performances were showed throughout
the season and a big well done goes out to all the lads. The team
manager Cpl 'Hitman' Hatton has handed the managerial reigns
over for the forthcoming season to SAC 'Bagleys' Betteridge, so
good luck to him and we expect no more than to be sitting proud
at the top of the table come Christmas!!
The Sqn successfully hosted The Big Curry Lunch' charity meal,
which was organized by Cpl 'Jimmy Hill' Burgoyne, with help
from Lcpl 'Westy' West on. There was a great turnout, as dozens
of soldiers and families braved the midday Cyprus summer heat,
to feast on chicken curry, rice and popadoms! All the proceeds
where split equally between the Army, Navy and RAF Benevolent
funds. Well, we are tri-service!

main charity, Ex SILVER CHILD VII, with funds raised being split
equally between Great Ormond Street Hospital (GOSH) and local
children 's charities in Cyprus.

Maj Jim Boyle Rocks the stage at NIKSTOCK

TECHNICAL MAINTENANCE SECTION (TMS) ANNUAL PIG
ROAST
TMS showed their appreciation for all the hard work from the
riggers compound by having the traditional annual Pig Roast. The
day started with what the Army thought would be a friendly game
of soft ball when they bowled first, then up stepped SAC 'Speed
bowler' Mcguigan for the RAF who brought the game to an early
finish with his amazing supersonic bowling. From there, the log
pole challenge commenced and amazingly Cpl Jim Ross came
out on top for the 3rd year running. He said that this was his
"Greatest Achievement since being on Island". Well done Jim,
we couldn't agree more! The golf ball challenge also astonished
many members of TMS when slippery SAC Ewan Mcguigan
came out on top, as grabbing balls really seemed to be his
specialty (maybe he's been practising?). The BBQ went down a
treat and the riggers showed us all how a pig should be roasted.
Fortunately all the kids were well behaved and there were no
injuries or accidents with water pistols .... well not too much. The
whole day was a great success and the lads would like to thank
all involved .
Now to goodbyes and quite a few have left 2 Sqn in the last few
months. These include Lt Cdr NE Basset who has left us for
sunnier climates in Civ Div. Fl Lt SC Dale is back to reality in his
new RAF unit with no Army in sight. Cpl Kaz Carroll has left us
on promotion to extend his ultimate knowledge to the up and
coming young Engineers at Chatham and Sig Carl Oldridge has
left us to try his hand at being a civilian. We wish good luck to
them all and their to their famil ies in the future, we will remember
them!
JSSU(CYP) EXERCISE SILVER CHILD VII - BRUGGEN 10
(26 MAY 2007) - by SAC Sarah Robson
For the second year running JSSU(CYP) entered the only team
from Cyprus in the Bruggen 10 to raise funds for the station's
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The next day, we met up at the Bistro on camp for breakfast
before the team was shown the running route in the mini bus,
which certainly made them all quiet for a while, unusual for SAC
Kellie Lane. On Race Day, the team woke up hoping for fine
weather and luckily the running conditions were perfect.
Overcast, drizzly and not too warm at all. Just the weather that
was required for runners who are used to trg in the hot conditions
that Cyprus offers. At 1200hrs the team registered and collected
their running numbers. Instead of getting cold and wet the team
went back to their accn to wait for the start time of 1400hrs. At
1355hrs we all lined up ready to start our race. Everyone was
apprehensive and just wanted to get on with the run, so much so
that some of the team did not even hear the pistol fire but instead
noticed the crowd starting to move and thought that maybe it
was time to get running. All team members finished the race
and in good times, especially with numerous members of the
team sporting an injury. They all earned their Bruggen 1O T-shirts.
The team positions are shown below:Sgt Fraser McCallum
SSgt John Webber
Cpl Mark Ashworth
Cpl Becky Lincoln
Maj Christ opher Hymas
Capt Sally Green
SAC Sarah Robson
SAC Marc Pirie
Maj J im Boyle
W02 Anita Young
SAC Kellie Lane

1:09:48
1:14:20
1:14:55
1:15:02
1:15:38
1:16:45
1:30:24
1:33:00
1:36:21
1:45:20
2:02:11

In summary, each member of the team returned to Cyprus with
some physical scars and some mental images. SAC Kellie
Lane's new title is "permanent send", due to the team not being
able to find the off button when she has had a drink. SSgt John
Webber and SAC Sarah Robson now know JHQ like the back
off their hands thanks to Maj Chris Hymas. Maj Jim Boyle will
start watching the news and keep himself up-dated on airport
regulations. Capt Sally Green will forever be scarred by the
unwanted attention from a female at the bar in Roermond. Cpl
Becky Lincoln is now taken out shares in Bio-Freeze due to the
team's injuries. W02 Anita Young will never wear the same
shoes again to go through the airport checks as there are only so
many times that she can be asked to take them off. Sgt Fraser
McCallum will brush up on his dancing skills for next year. Cpl
'Ash ' Ashworth will go on a very strict diet after his carbohydrate
intake while in Germany and SAC Marc Pirie will definitely take it
for the team next year!
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In all seriousness great fun was had by all and it is expected after
all the sponsorship money has been collected by the team that
the total raised for the SILVER CHILD charity will be in the region

of £1300.00 Cyprus pounds. Many thanks everyone concerned in
planning the ex, providing sp and getting the team to Germany.
Most important, thanks to all who sponsored us.

Sadly we must now say goodbye to our Tp Comd Capt Ian
Peers who is moving across the Island to Dhekelia, and also to
SSgt Phil Mcleish who will be promoted to W02 on his posting

1st NATO SIGNAL BATTALION

DE&S - CYPRUS COMMUNICATIONS UNIT
OC
USM

~aj

Adrian Johnson
W02(SSM) Steve Tressider

This has been another very busy period for the Sqn but the
completion of a number of important projects has allowed some
much needed down time for the troops and the chance to enjoy
the fine weather. The Sqn would like to welcome the new USM,
W02(SSM) Steve Tressider, who has arrived from 7 Sig Regt.
We wish him and his family an enjoyable time in Cyprus.
AKROTIRI TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Paul Williams
SSgt Tony D'Or

THE NEW ARRIVAL - by Sig 'Newbie' Malarek
I recently arrived in CCU as fresh faced , newly trained soldier,
who was pleased to have finally left Blandford. After over a year
of trg, it was now time to put into practice all I had learnt. I was
one of the lucky ones who managed to end up in Cyprus, which I
was told was a chance to work on a busy airfield, which I looked
forward to.
Since arriving here 2 months ago, I have been incredibly busy
working as a faults-man . This has given me the chance to find
out where everything is within RAF Akrotiri and to get a better
understanding of the role of the Inst Tech and what we do. The
Tp is very busy with jobs corning th ick and fast and I was
surprised at just how much a small team has to do through a
normal week. Including PT and other tasks, the week quickly
comes to an end . There have been a couple of departures since
my arrival. Cpl 'Happy' Reynolds has been posted to Germany
on promotion to Sgt and Sig 'Tosh ' Toshack, has also been
posted to Germany on promotion to LCpl.
THE NIJMEGEN MARCHES 2007 - by Sgt Adam Stares
Two intrepid explorers from Akrotiri Tp embarked on Ex
APHRODITE to the Nijrnegen Marches as part of a team from
RAF Akrotiri, and after 2 days of partying with the locals and one
or two drinks, the marches began. Day 1 passed quickly, aided
by Dutch children dishing out sweets. Every member of the team
had blisters, but none as bad as LCpl Grieves.
Day 2 was the longest day, with lots of hobbling teams. It didn't
take us long to pass the Americans, waste the Germans and
annihilate the Canadians. Then without warning the RAF team
leader burst into song, it was painful to hear but made the rest of
the day pass quicker. Day 3 and the singing was too much for
LCpl Grieves to take, he and one other ran ahead of the team for
the rest of the event. Day 4 was the hardest of the event;
everyone was struggling with their feet, so you could imagine our
delight when the heavens opened. Most of the spectators ran for
cover, leaving us plodding along in soaking clothes. Where were
the children with the sweets when we needed them most?
Thankfully in the end the whole team successfully completed
what was a very challenging event.
DHEKELIA TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Ian Peers
SSgt 'Kips' Fisher

As Dhekelia bids farewell to its Tp Comd Capt Jim Boyden, who
is off to Newcastle University to sample the delights of student
life for 3 years, it welcomes the new Tp Cornd, Capt Ian Peers.
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In celebration of this momentous occasion a Tp boat trip was
organised, overseen by Cpl Ian Pearce. The trip proved to be a
great success and as the drinks flowed freely, everyone was in
high spirits. For one individual, Sig Marsh, whose spirits were
slightly higher than the rest of us, he used this opportunity to
introduce himself formally to the new boss by c limbing to the very
top of the boat and 'gracefully' bombing off the side. Luckily
Greenpeace were in the area and were able to assist in getting
him back on board .
The incoming Tp Comd is not however the only new addition to
Dhekelia. Welcome to the new Line Sgt, Sgt Chris Sankey and
to Sig Stu Adams, the newest addition to the Radio Cell, and
welcome back to Cyprus LCpl Wayne Sturdy, who has recently
returned from a tour of the Falklands. Also welcome to Nikki
Vance who has taken over as the Tp admin assistant.
Congratulations to Cpl Scotty Lewis, LCpl 'Jough' Joughin, and
LCpl ' Donny' Melone who have all recently come off the board
and will shortly be promoted. An extra mention to LCpl Melone,
who has also successfully completed his Class 1 trade
examination. Dhekelia Tp has been very busy during the recent
weeks and a few mentions are appropriate; well done to Sig Best
who is now a qualified PTI , Cpl Foster for completing a confined
spaces course, Cpl Rennie for successfully undertaking his MT
Sgt's course and a special mention to Cpl Heap, who is now
(nearly) a skill at arms instructor. Big congratulations as well to
Cpl Ian Pearce and his w ife Lyndsey who are now the proud
parents of baby Liam Pearce. All that remains is to wish LCpl
Chris Pain the best of luck as he undertakes a 3 month POD
course in Worthy Down.
EPISKOPI TROOP
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

Capt Ian Peers
SSgt Phil Mcleish

Once again it has been a busy time in the past few months with
various projects and deployments involving everyone in the Tp.
With the unit now holding a deployable role we welcomed back
Sig 'Cleatus' Reynolds from the Falkland islands after a 4 month
deployment, and say hello to LCpl 'Hammy' Hamilton, Sig 'Ali'
Watt and LCpl 'Pops' Larkins who have now joined the Tp,
along w ith a farewell to Sig Danny Wassell , who has left the
Army. After a large project, which has been going on over the
last 4 months run by Sgt Mark Vinten, involving a major rewire of
J2 , the Inst Techs have now been split down into 4 teams taking
care of Faults, Projects, Maintenance and SWS. The Tp has been
getting much more involved in weekend activities with team
building days including paintball; beach BBQs and water sports.
A week of AT was also arranged which involved kayaking, scuba
diving and a static line parachute jump from 3,500ft. The paintball
was a great day out with all the Tp getting involved - we were
issued our kit which included facemask, overalls and padded
body armour. At first people were moaning about the body
armour as most of the guys had come to get some visible bruises
but the more games we played, the more padding the guys took
off. The games were mixed and varied with different courses to
go on, including a small town with underground walkways and a
scrap yard with watch towers and an old school bus. The last
game was memorable; all armour was off and it was a case of
cause as much damage as possible. Sig 'Billy' Elliott had taken
a sniper position inside an old school bus but failed to see Cpl
Bob Wells and LCpl Matt Sunderland sneak up from behind.
This was quickly followed by Sig Elliott launching himself out of
the door running for his life leaving his gun behind . Afterwards we
were agreed that we had never seen so many bruises, it did look
pain full
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to 18 (UKSF) Sig Regt. And one more congratulation, we would
also like to wish all the best to Sig Andy Overs who was married
in July.

co
RSM

Lt Col P Smith
CWO G Power Royal Canadian Signals

CHANGE OF COMMANDING OFFICERS - by Capt GMA Wills
In early May 07, the time had arrived for the CO, Lt Col AD
Burgin to hand over comd to the incoming CO, Lt Col p Smith.
After many leaving functions and drinking opportunities, the
change of com d ceremony was scheduled for 7 May 07. The
Director of NCSA, Lt Gen U Wolf was present to preside over the
official hand over ceremony and following a flag and certificate
change over, it was time for a few heartfelt word of thanks and
gratitude from the outgoing CO for his time in the 1 NATO Sig Bn.
During his tenure, the Bn has achieved much and transformed
into a very operationally focussed and well-led organisation. His
efforts have culminated in the recent award of the ISAF Campaign
pennant to the Bn Colours and his individual award of the NATO
Meritorious Service Medal. He leaves us to move to the SOinC's
staff in Blandford and from all the members of the Bn we wish
him, Cathy and the family good luck for the future. Lt Col Smith
arrives from his role within the SACEUR's office in SHAPE. The
members of the Bn look forward to serving under his comd and
also the very busy ex and op schedule ahead of us.

COMMANDING OFFICERS LEAVING DINNER AND SPORTS
DAY - by SSgt P Muns/ow
It was decided by Lt Col Burgin that before he left the Bn he
would try and have as many leaving functions as possible. So a
multi-national ladies dinner night was organised in the Officers
Mess, Javelin Barracks in Elrnpt. The theme was to have a
dinner from around the NATO countries represented. In reality the
beetroot soup did not go down especially well! Overall though,
the dinner was a great success and gave the Bn 21C Maj L
Dalby-Frandsen DNK R SIGNALS the opportunity that he had
been waiting for to get the CO back, in a forum where he would
not be interrupted or told off. Due to a mishap with E-Bay the
CO's leaving gift is still in the post!

CPL C ECKETT - LS&GC - by Capt G M A Wills
Prior to Lt Col Burgin leaving, he had the honourable duty of
awarding Cpl Chris Eckett with his Long Service and Good
Conduct (LS&GC) medal for over 16 years of valuable and
exemplary service. Additionally it was an occasion when
numerous awards and decorations were also presented.
Added to his LS&GC, Cpl Chris Eckett has also been selected
for promotion and will be promoted upon leaving the Bn. SSgt
Paul Munslow was awarded the CinC Land Command

Maj Leif Dalby-Frandsen delivering the leaving speech at the CO's
Dining Out at Javelin Barracks Officers Mess
The challenge had also been laid down to the seniors from the
juniors for a sports competition and 3 interesting events were
organised. First, there would be a football competition, second a
lorry pull and finally a tug-of-war as the deciding event. The
seniors, captained by SSgt Paul Munslow, were not hoping for
anything at the start of the competition but as time progressed
things began to change! In a hard fought and spirited first half
the resu lt was 0 - 0, but in the second half 2 quick goals from the
seniors had the competition all but won. However, due to some
foul play and dodgy refereeing , the juniors managed to pull back
to 2 - 2 with rnins to play. In the final move of the match a
wonderful succession of passes culminated in a thundering shot,
which passed under the hands of the junior's keeper to win the
tie 3 - 2 for the seniors!

Cpl Chris Eckett and some of M&S Company enjoy a drink after the
presentation
Commendation for his efforts in organising a charity event in
Tidworth with 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn. SSgt(FofS) Kev
Waring was awarded with a NCSA Commendation for his hard
work on the recent ISAF expansion in the Southern Region and
finally, SSgt(YofS) John Inglis was promoted to the rank of
acting W02. So all in all a very successful afternoon.
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Next was the veh pull, which had been increased to a lorry due to
the ease at which someone thought we could pull a Land Rover!
The juniors went first and set off at a formidable pace but this
slowed to a stop after some 1OOrn, at which the momentum
slowed. Sheer hard work and determination however got the
team going again and they crossed the line in just over 2 rnins.
Next the seniors who fielded a heavyweight team were off and
although slower at the start they kept up the momentum and
when the wheels crossed the line there was no contest. The
seniors had won again and in doing so had already won the
overall competition.
All that remained was for the juniors to pull the seniors out of the
ground twice in quick succession to save some face in the tugof-war. All in all it was a very good day and one that the CO will
take with him to remember on a cold day in Blandford.
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Brunssum. In total , there were 10 teams competing
for the tournament trophy.
The teams consisted of military and civilian squads
hailing from Germany, the UK and the NE_ltherlands.
The levels of experience of the clubs vaned but
most were seasoned teams, who found the main
cause of exhaustion was not the pace of .the games
but the searing heat. Temperatures were in excess
of 29C on the Saturday and 25C on the Sunday.

-

As is the norm in such fast paced and competitive
games, there were a few injuries with some players
being taken to the local hospital for further
treatment. Thankfully, all the players returned to
watch the rest of the matches (all be it some on
crutches).

. After the final game on Saturday, evening
.
· S"'K
SSgt Maibe~g EST.' Capt Wills, SSgt(YofS) Ing/rs, entertainment was provided
at
thedBBQ
The Senrors
Team o f g t H nciar
v. •
·
·
th area
dd bon rthe
SSgt(FofS) Waring and SSgt Muns/ow - No contest
club grounds. Food, live ~us1c an.
e~
ee
kept everyone entertained and th~ partying earned on into the
wee small hours of Sunday morning.
Capt GMA Wills
OC M&SCoy

s

NCOIC

SSgt Munro

A very busy ex and ops schedule has resulted in a n.u~ber. of
people being deployed out in support of the ISAF m1ss1on in
Afghanistan and also numerous staff trg ex~ around Europe.
Consequently, Maastricht has been very quiet on camp.
The Coy welcomes in Sgt Davey, Sgt Warnes and also th~ soon
to arrive Capt BT Kelly as a replacement for Capt GMA Wills, as
he is off to Blandford. Can't escape the old CO!
AFNORTH KNIGHTS RUGBY 10'S COMPETITION
- by Sgt Mick Lawrence
On Saturday 28 April, the JFC HQ Brunssum AFNORT~ K~ights
hosted a rugby union 1O's tournament over a 2 day penod in

!~
oc

Ops SSgt
Tp SSgt

This left the final match with the ARRC Javelins facing the Elmpt
Falcons, 2 well-drilled sides with very comp:tent pl.ayers. The .
Falcons took the early lead scoring 2 tries within mins but despite
some quick scores in response it was not to be for the Ja.vehns.
The Falcons devastated them with extreme speed and .skill and
walked off the pitch victorious - a thrilling end to an enioyable
weekend of rugby.

628 SIGNAL TROOP
Capt AOH Biggs

SSgt Tony Rosen
SSgt Richie Lees

INTRODUCTION
628 Sig Tp is an independent unit operating under comd 1s!
NATO Sig Bn, which is part of Allied Forces (North): The Tp 1s
known in NATO circles as UK Deployable Communica.t1ons
Module (DCM) A. There are 61 pers in the Tp, 2 of w~1ch are UK
Sp pers only and are not included in the .NATO manning for
deployments. The Tp's role is to deploy, install, o~erate and .
maintain comd and control strategic comms and info systems in
sp of a deployed NATO HQ at 5 days notice. The core systems
which are User Interface Enclosure (UIE) and Comms G~teway
Shelter (CGS) are based around network servers and ~witches,
PABX exchanges, Bandwidth management and. Satellite. bearer
eqpts. The majority of eqpts used are COTS, with Prom1na,
Siemens, CISCO, Thales and Alcatel featuring heavily in the
installations.
EXERCISE COBALT TAC FLASH 15 - 22 JUNE 07
- by LCpl Laura Hosty
Ex COBALT TAC FLASH was the Tp's first tactical ex using the
NATO Vehs and eqpt and it turned out to be a bit of .a shock as
we normally 'check in, NOT dig in'! Day 1 started with a thorough
application of cam cream, so we at least looked the part,
followed shortly after by the heavens opening and with the age
old adage, "if it ain't raining it ain't training"; we knew then the ex
had started!
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Kick-off began at 1Oam on Sunday morning with some ~ired
looking faces on and off the pitch. Unfortunately the ~nights were
knocked out after their first game, followed by RAF D1g~y. Placed
4th were the Ramstein Rogues, who were mostly American
Armed Forces pers who really picked up their game. throughout
the tournament. The plate cup went to a Dutch c1v1l1an team, The
Pink Panthers.

We set off in the vehs to Leuth trg area (North West Germany
near Venlo on the Dutch border), the journey didn't go very well,
some of us made it and checked the area was clear, the rest of
the Tp got lost and it took them a few hrs to find the harbour m
area! When everyone arrived we all got working to. put up the ca
on the vehs· this took us a while but we got there 1n the end. The
long day had finally ended and we were split into 2 sects, one on
defence and a sect on comms.
As the week
progressed, the comms
section made sure
everything was tested,
engineered in and
working OK, while the
Defence sect's fire
teams 1 and 2 did
patrols and stags to
defend the comms site.
The patrols were long
and we came across
the enemy in the guise
of SSgt 'Bill' Owen and
Cpl Rob Bain but
instead of them
ambushing us, we
ended up surprising
them! The week
continued with the
comms going well but
the defence section

seem to be attacked a lot and on the 4th day it was decided to
move into a hide location. Once in the hide, we draped cam over
the vehs and set up our sleeping areas; this was the best day as
we were allowed to relax and sleep all night without having to
worry about stags and shifts. The next day, we moved back to a
new location and set up comms again, this time with most of the
sects (less all the injured!) swapped over from defence to comms
and vice versa, so everyone had a go at everything. Near the end
of the ex, the defence sect was working hard attacking the
enemy, while comms ran well as always. There were quite a few
injuries by the end of the ex and we lost about 5 people in the 8
days.
Overall I think everyone enjoyed or at least learned something
from the ex, even though it was a shock to all of us that a NATO
unit was finally doing a tactical ex! I am sure that most of the Tp
will look forward to similar exs in the future.
THE APTI COURSE - by Cpl Si Whelen
Since our last APTI left the services, it was down to me to take
over the reigns as the Unit APTI. It all started off with a swift
induction in the Elmpt station gym, which was 2 months of
physical hardship. I was also taught all about dietary
requirements and the anatomy of the human body. However all
that we had learnt from the gym staff could not prepare me for
the 9 weeks of physical enhancement at the School of Physical
and Recreational Training (G).
I set out on the long drive to Sennelager, quite apprehensive
about the task in hand and if I was going to be capable and
determined enough to gain the Cross Swords of a unit APTI.
Week 1 was constant test upon test to find our aptitude in PFT,
CFT and the mil swim test, all to PTI standard. Week 1 saw the
loss of 4 pers who were not up to the standard required. Weeks 2
- 5 were all about physiology and anatomy and in between all
these lessons, we were constantly been pushed physically and
mentally with big brother (SMI) always watching to find the
weakest link. Week 5 pushed me to the max as we were all
preparing for the Obstacle Course competition at the end of the
week. The week saw all potential APTl's going through the
Obstacle Course as many as 4 times in a session and we could
all have benefited from elbow guards as this was the ultimate
killer on our joints and ligaments! Week 7 was by far the best as
this was the PS & PO phase and time to show off our newly
found skills in self defence and public order control. Lucky for us
we had the Army heavyweight judo champion teaching us, as he
was also the chief PS & PO instructor at the School; he taught us
a few extra special Ninja moves during trg! Week 9 was
preparing for the pass off parade that was to take place in front
of all our Unit Comds, friends and family. I was fortunate to have
both my OC, Capt Biggs and W02(FofS) 'Taff' Ceaser attended
my pass off parade as an APTI.

Bang Castle; there wasn 't a flying car to be seen but the guided
tour of the castle was well worth it! On the following day we were
once again split down into different activity groups, kayaking and
indoor climbing due to wet weather. The kayaking group spent
the morning in a lake as a warm up doing the usual capsize drills
and swim test and then moved on to the river, not too sure that
all the lads were interested in the river, as the female instructor
(borrowed for the day from the logistics group) was the better
view! The climbing group travelled to an indoor climbing wall, this
gave Sig Singleton the opportunity to show that his 'guns' were
big enough to make it all the way across the roof.
With the return of better weather in the Week 2, the walkers were
back out and had now mastered the mountains, or at least
thought they had. Unknown to them, they had side tracked from
the main 'M25 tourist route' and ended up on something a little
cheekier than what Cpl 'Gibbo' Gibson expected but after the
encouragement of Cpls Mark Davey and Ross Palmer he
managed to stop the disco leg and overcome his fears!
Towards the end of Week 2 we had a bit of R&R, where a group
of us spent the day at the swimming pool in Sonthofen - 1t even
had naked saunas! The rest of the group went Wake-boarding
with LCpl ' Ducky' Ducksworth, as most had never done it
before it took the best part of the day just to get off them start
point, but once they had mastered that, there was no stopping
them!
The 2 weeks passed by very quickly, with everyone bonding and
getting chance to know each other a little better, especially Cpl
Ross Palmer and LCpl Steve Bland who decided that they
would take things to extremes but we will say no more about
that!

I would recom mend t hat anyone interested in attending the APT!
course to get their course bids in and then prepare as much as
possible before hand . Passing t he APTI course has been one of
the highlights of my Army career to date.
EXERCISE COBALT BACKSTOP 25 JUNE - 06 JULY 07
- by Sig Clare Stafford

Which way do we go now?
On the 25 June 07, 18 members of 628 Sig Tp deployed down to
Hubertushaus (multi-activity lodge) in Oberstdorf, Bavaria, for our
unit AT package. For t he fi rst 2 days we were split down into 3
groups for rock climbing and hill walking. The cl imbers were
under the expert tutorage of inst ructors SSgt 'Randy' Randerson
and Sgt Richie Brown , who were keen to sh ow the guys that
nothing was impossible on th e crags, however when LCpl Gaz
Richards saw the rock face he thought differently! The walking
groups, under the watchful eyes of Cpl Rob Bain and Cpl Lee
Tyrell started us off on the Rubyhorn, which in t heir words was
'to break us in for the week ahead '.

Enemy wardrobe error!
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On the third day, we went on a cultural visit to the Sch loss
Neuschwanstein castle, better known as the Chitty Chitty Bang
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ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES
The Tp warmly welcomes: SSgt Richie Lees from 7 Sig Regt,
Sgt 'Tommo' Thomas from Blandford, Cpl 'Bri' Clarke from NI ,
LCpl Ross Toshack from sunny Cyprus and Sig Wayne Higgins
from 21 Sig Regt.
The Tp would like to say farewell to: W02(FofS) 'Taff' Ceaser
moving on to Chicksands, SSgt 'Randy' Randerson who is
fi nally shoe-horned out of Germany with a posting to 30 Sig Regt,
Cpl Gav Nicholson bound for Wilton and LCpl Steve Bland, who
takes a new assignment in Aldershot; the Tp would like to wish
you good look and all the best for the future.
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EXERCISE BROWN BEAR COCKNEY - 31 SIGNAL REGIMENT
EXERCISE BROWN BEAR COCKNEY - THE SKY'S THE LIMIT
FOR 31 SIG REGT M IN KANANASKIS VALLEY, CANADA
EXERCISE BEAR DAWN - by Cpl Green S (QOOH) Sig Sqn

Eleven of us from 31 and 71 Sig Regts set off t~ Trails E.nd
Cam (TEC) in Canada for 2 weeks of AT. We finally arrived at
tired but full of anticipation as to what lay ahead.
TEC
After a bit of bargaining, most of us managed to get on the
activities we wanted to for the first week. Some went. of
parachuting (are they mad!); others went mounta1neenng (too
cold!); and the rest of us opted for the multi-activity package.
After kit issue, we all went our separate ways.

~ather

day was rock climbing - no more cold water
Th e penu It .mate
I
d 1· b. b t
involved thank goodness. Harness, helmet an c 1m 1.ng
s
were ·issued and we met the slabs we were to climb. Theres
no way I'm going up there' most of us mutt~red to ourselves, as
we looked up. After a safety brief and practice ~t knots and
belaying, we were ready to climb. Eventually, with a little
encouragement from the instructor, we all made 1t up and down
the various faces, much to our delight. Physically and
emotionally drained, we arrived back at camp for ano~her good
meal and chat arou nd the camp fire to re-live the days events.

o?

Day 3 was kayaking. Again wetsuits w~re gratefully received as
the water was still just as cold. A morning of capsize and other
drills were carried out on Barrier Lake and once we were
confident, we went down the river through the town of
Canmore. Eddie lines were the order of the day and the
sighting of an elk crossing the river was the wildlife highlight.
Arms and shoulders aching, we were bussed back to camp to
de-kit after a really good day messing about on the river.

Day 2 arrived and so did an amazing breakfast. Angelo , an exGreek Special Forces soldier certainly knew how to cook and
feed hungry soldiers. Everything was grilled and the ingredients
were first class. Later I was to learn not only about his
fascinating career which included HALO (high altitude low
opening) free-fall ing from 20,000 feet but also that when
skydiving, the adrenalin pumps and you need food in your
system to burn, otherwise you will risk passing out. Nobody
would escape a meal, otherwise Angelo would see to them.
Once breakfast was cleared away, we began jump school with
an introduction to all the instructors; Martin, Bernie and Dave.
Our initial introduction to skydiving was the safety briefing - how
the eqpt worked and the measures in place to prevent any
mishaps. Skydiving is one of the few extreme sports that gives
you a second chance. Every parachute we would use has a
reserve that can be deployed manually by pulling a handle or
automatically by an AAD. This is a small computer chip that
automatically activates your reserve in the event of the main
canopy failing to deploying or being unable to activate the
reserve manually. Essentially we would be safe in most
situations, even if unconscious.

The multi-activity group was based at Sundance. L.odges. After
we arrived , we were briefed on the acti~it ies, split into groups
and became acquainted with our accn in 6-man tents .. Our .
group's first activity the following morning was mountain b1k1ng.
After a healthy breakfast, we were introduced to our instructors
and given our eqpt - quite simply a bike and a helm~t. A few
adjustments later and we were off. We did a few skills lessons,
peddled around the campsite and then headed for the
.
mountains. A bone shaking, bum aching 6 hrs later we arnved
back at camp thoroughly exhausted but on a high after our
achievements. We handed our bikes back in, showered , had
dinner and then went to bed ready for the next day.
Day 2 was white water rafting with 2 civilian instructors. Luckily,
wetsuits were issued as swimming in glacier fed lakes and
rivers would have been impossibly cold. First, we all proved we
could swim and then we paddled off down t~e 'Widow ~aker'
and various other rapids. Man overboard dnlls were earned out
_ good job too as they were needed d~ ring the day. We all got
a thorough soaking and the living daylights scared out of us, but
we survived . An excellent, if rather wet, day was had by all.

1 were transported to Beseiker Airport, home of Alberta
Skydivers for 1 week of intensive skydiving. Here we joined
several Sappers who were also in Canada for 2 weeks AT and a
mix of soldiers who had recently completed Ex MEDICINE MAN.
For someone who has never been in the military, the proprietor
Andy certainly had a way that indicated otherwise. He read us
the rules, the numerous fines he had available to punish us and
our rights; 'Did I mention you were gated? You're gated!' Then
we got down to the business of a great dinner and settling into
the bunk house, a basic but comfortable accn block and we
rested up for the day ahead. Without TV, many of us took
advantage of the basketballs and footballs at the drop-zone
otherwise known as DZ.

Rock climbing for beginners

The final day was a trek up the nearby mountains. Altitude
affected one or two of us but we all made it to the summit and
wow, what a view, well worth the effort. Hard on the old knees
on the way down but the promise of a BBQ .back at TEC gave
us the incentive to carry on. The aforementioned BBQ and a
beverage or two finished us off and we fell in to exhausted but
satisfying sleep.
An admin day followed with more bargaining for the next we~k 's
activities and then the return and reissue of the n eces~ary kit.
We all managed to get on the activities we wanted again, with
most of us on Ex ROUGH RIDE (horse riding) and the remainder
on the multi-activity package.

We spent a day going through the drills and what happens
when. This started with checking and weari ng your eqpt
correctly, or how to 'gear up', the holding pen for jumpers and
where the plane would pick us up. We moved on to how to exit
the plane from 4,000 ft. This requ ired the most practice, as it
was the most important drill and determined how safe and good
you are. Using a dummy plane we lined up and began our
climbs out, first by kneeling next to the side door, placing your
right hand across your chest to protect your handles. Upon the
instruction 'Start your climb out', you placed both you hands on
either side of the door aperture. Once you had a firm hold you
then place your right foot on a small step and take a firm hold
of the support strut, place your left leg on the wheel, shuffle to
the very end of the wing and lift your feet up so you hang from
the strut just by your hands. Upon the instructors' command
you are to let go while arching your back with your arms
outstretched at a 45 degree angle and toes pointing earthwards.
We were taught how to approach the DZ, accounting for wind
speed and direction although Martin would be manning the
radios to guide us in . So far so good!

EXERCISE FAST AIR - by Sig McLaren 83 Sp Sqn

When I saw the amazing range of AT packages offered at Trails
End Camp, I immediately knew I would be enrolling in 'ju.m p
school'. For as long as I can remember extreme sports like
bungee jumping and parachuting have always fascinated me.
would not say I am overly comfortable with heights and usually
leave it to those with strong heads and stomachs but while the
opportunity to jump out of a perfectly g~od aircraft seemed
completely absurd it was too good to miss. It would be a
massive challenge and a chance to confront my ultimate fear.
As I notch up the years, I am all too aware that I am sinking into
my comfort zone and am growing less likely to venture out and
try my hand at new things. This was one of the many re~sons
for joining the TA, as everyday civilian life is not challenging or
testing enough to push the boundaries.
Kayaking at Barrier Lake
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So without too much thought (otherwise I would never have
done it) and shortly after arriving in Calgary, several soldiers and
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Once we completed the day's trg and passed the assessment,
we were ready to skydive. That afternoon the first few plane
loads took to the sky and everyone who jumped was really
pumped and arrived back at the hangar eager to get back up
there. Soon it was my turn to 'gear up' and 'take a walk'. By
the time my group met the plane and Dave, the jumpmaster,
made his final checks, we received word that bad weather was
moving in which was to last for 48 hrs. I was bitterly
disappointed as I was totally psyched.
The thunder and lightning storms meant we were still grounded
on Day 3 so we rehearsed our drills and standard practice
everyday in the DZ and learnt how to pack a parachute. Day 4
arrived and the weather was perfect. We ate breakfast and I
checked the load list and my group was Load 1; we were first
Up and I was the first jumper. We kitted up, made our checks
and headed for the Cessna. Once aboard it was a tight
squeeze and rather uncomfortable as we were all kneeling. I
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was terrified but could not wait to leave the plane. With 5 men
in the plane and me blocking the exit there was no turning back
Once we reached 4,000 ft, jumpmaster Bernie tossed out a
couple of crate paper rolls to determine the wind and where our
drop off point should be. Words cannot describe the feeling in
my stomach when the door snapped open, the 150mph wind
rushing past, the noise of the engine at full-chat and the
incredible view over the Canadian plains. I was now terrified
and it was my tum to jump. Bernie re-checked my eqpt, gave
some advice to help alleviate the tension and then popped the
door. With a clatter it swung open and locked and I began my
climb out.
With all the determination I could muster, I followed my drills,
left hand, right hand, right foot, left hand over right hand etc.
Bernie was climbing out too, pushing me all the way up to end
of the wing and on his signal, I let go. I immediately knew I had
not let go smoothly, thus losing my arch but at least I managed
to keep shouting; "arch-thousand, one-thousand, twothousand, three-thousand, four-thousand, five-thousand, check,
canopy" . As I looked up I saw a beautiful rectangle canopy, I
unhooked my steering toggles, pumped the brakes and
performed a left and right hand turn to ensure everything was
working. As I did this, my radio crackled into life and I heard
the reassuring and magic words from Martin; "OK jumper
Number 1, get yourself settled in and I' ll be with you shortly".
The views were spectacular and after the confinement and din
of the plane, a massive relief. I was surprised at the
manoeuvrability of the canopy and was able to try some
aggressive turns that Martin talked me through. Above me I
could see other canopies and after an enjoyable ride down, it
was time to flare for landing . This slows the canopy down and
ensures a smooth landing. I was shaking but thrilled and
grinning like an idiot at what I had just completed and
immediately wanted to go again.
After lunch I was on another load, although this time I was really
terrified, everything felt wrong and I was trying to find ways of
convincing myself not to do it. This was going to be a difficult
jump. I was Number 5 so would be the last man out of the
plane and as the plane steadily climbed, so did the tension and
my heart rate. Finally we reached 4,000 ft again and soon it
was my turn. Dave turned to me and shouted; 'Are you ready
to skydive?' to which I croaked 'No'. Once Dave made the final
checks, the door snapped open and again the wind and engine
noise fi lled the plane. I recoiled in horror and said 'I can 't do
this'. Dave was insistent, and with a few reassuring words like
"Anyone can skydive, you 're just falling out of a plane", I began
my climb out. Dave gave me the signal to let go and
immediately I lost my arched body position and began to twist.
As a result when my canopy deployed I had a line twist and so
it had not fully opened. This is nothing to worry about and
happens to 50% of jumps however, it certainly focuses the
mind.
I grabbed my risers, the straps holding the canopy to my
harness and pulled them whilst kicking out. Unfortunately I was
kicking the wrong way and I looked up to see the twist
increasing. Quick as a flash I kicked the other direction and
sure enough my line twists cleared. Martin's voice then came
over the net asking me to perform a few manoeuvres. I was
scared stiff and had problems making my arms do what I
wanted them to do. I could only pull my steering lines to my
waist which meant I was making shallow turns plus it did not
help that the ground had heated up over the day and the
thermals were also buffeting me about. I had just wanted to be
down on the ground from the moment I climbed into the plane.
Eventually I came into land and walked back to the hangar.
I felt massively shaken and really unhappy about having to
make a third jump. I spoke to Andy but he insisted I did it, as
apparently everyone struggles with their second jump. I
subsequently went on to make 2 more jumps the following day,
neither of which was as difficult as the second. With mixed
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feelings I called it a day and passed up the opportunity of
completing a further 2 jumps, while some of the group we~t
onto qualify for their freefall jumps where they activate their own
parachutes. I am bitterly disappointed not to ha~e completed
all 6 jumps, but very proud of achieving 4. To this day I c~n~ot
work out whether : loved or hated it. The fear was excruciating
and I am sure nothng will ever come close to the exc1~e~ent
and thrill that parachuting offers, unless I ever try skydiving that
is.

the rain move our way and decided it was time to head back
down.

weight restrictions on the Sky Diving (no, I'm not fat thanks!)
and also due to my inability to tread water (heavy bones - well
that's what the swim test PTI told me), this put paid to those
activities. I was not happy about this, but I could see a
solution. I can do the swim test at the activity centre because 1
can swim, I just can't tread water. But not, that plan gets
drowned (pardon the pun!) straight away, as now I'm told no
kayaking, no white water rafting, which left me really
disappointed . I can do the other events in the multi-activity but
I'd have to do the other activities for 2 days each, mountainbiking and hill walking to replace the other events that I am not
allowed to participate in. What they forget to tell you is that,
there are no hills in the Rockies, just mountains. My only other
option for that week was mountaineering - great I thought. This
meant hard work and I don 't want to do this but I'm thinking, at
least I'll get a qualification out of it. How hard could it be?
We met our mountaineering instructors and after a long,
beautiful, scenery filled drive we arrived at our camp site to set
up our tents and get our heads down. The next day we woke
up to a snow filled mountain. This dramatic change in the
weather delayed our plans to learn the skills needed in our
quest to reach the summit. The rest of the day was spent
learning how to tie knots and chop wood.

The team at the top of Black Rock Mountain
By the time we reach the bottom we were soaking wet but at
least it had finally stopped raining. We mounted up and headed
back to base camp. Marshmallows around the camp fire finished
off a very wet and tiring day.

Sig Osho from 83 Support Squadron beaming having just
completed her jump
It was an amazing experience where I felt I faced and
.
challenged my fear over a prolonged period. I woul?. not claim
to have conquered it but I certainly improved my ab11tty to cope.
My fear benchmark has been raised and skydiving helped me to
retain clarity of thought and concentration when in a pressure or
high risk situation, which I realised when careeri~g down river
rapids after being turfed out of my kayak or. ~caltng ~ock .faces
the following week. I will definitely try skyd1v1ng again - 1t 1s
more a case of when.

The final day was the epic return trip to TEC. The. ho.rses
sensed we were heading back and seemed a lot ltvelter. At
various stages we had a bit of a canter. There must. be a better
technique to cantering than shutting your eyes., holding on and
praying you don't fall off - I have yet to master 1t. We all arrived
back in one piece with everyone still on top of their horses. We
said goodbye to our four legged companions with a biscuit
brown reward and headed off to pack for the return to England.

Sig Yarde and Lt Woodward from 83 Support Sqn at the top of
Boundary Peak
Sig Yarde, who attained his Alpine Mountaineering Proficiency
on Ex WAPTA DANCE, deservedly received the award from the
group for the person who achieved the most during the
exercise.

Those of us on ROUGH RIDE went out and obtained fresh
ration, as a week on rat packs did not appeal. The next day we
were introduced to our trusty steeds and learnt how to saddle
up and generally look after them. We then went off for a short
ride in the local forest to acquaint ourselves with the aches and
pains of sitting in a saddle.

The following day it was still raining and contact with TEC
confirmed that we would not be walking up Black Rock Mountain
because of the weather. It was also too sllppy under foot for the
horses, so no riding either! We amused ourselves around camp
and prayed for sunshine. Our prayers were answered the next
day and we set off on horseback to the base of Black Rock,
where we meet our instructors who took us up the mountain.
Half way up it started to hail. At the summit we sat and watched
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On reflection, this 2 week activity course has taught me a lot
about personal achievement and I will no longer settle for
second best. It has also taught me that with a little hard work
and some faith thrown in, as well as having a good team, I can
complete anything. This is something that I intend to do and
there is nothing now that the TA can throw at me that I can't
handle.

The next day we were able to proceed and we learned skills
such as crevasse rescue, walking on crampons and various
other mountaineering techniques. This took us all day to grasp
and by the end of the day, I felt that I was more than ready for
the challenge that lay ahead of me. The next day however, I
must admit the nerves set in and I was left wondering if this
decision to climb to the summit would be one of the worst
decisions of my life.

EXERCISE ROUGH RIDE - by Cpl Green 5 (QOOH) Sig Sqn

After breakfast the following day we set off on our epic journey
(?hrs) to base camp. The weather didn't look too promising but
we were all in high spirits. Lunch was at the Ghost River, where
we learnt that our horses are quite partial to biscuits brown.
Half way there and the pain wasn't so bad but it was gradually
getting worse as we got nearer base camp. Will I ever be able
to walk normally again? To add to our misery it started to rain.
We finally arrived, gingerly dismounted and sorted the horses
out before being allocated our tents and told to be aware of
things that move in the night and to keep food stuffs in the
mess tent.

We set off bright and early with the intention of getting back
down by 1430hrs. During the climb to the summit, I began
experiencing all sorts of feelings like 'how many people before
me have climbed this mountain?' and if they felt how I felt. The
altitude began to get to me and at this stage I began to lose
heart and doubt my ability to complete the activity. I began to
reason with myself and gave my self lots of pep talks to build
up my motivation; plus I was determined that I would not let my
other team members down. This is an ethos that the TA has
taught me. With all this is my mind, I proceeded to the summit.
Once at the top, I can only describe it as the hardest but most
rewarding accomplishment I have ever achieved during my 3%
years in the TA. This is one event that I will never forget.

Crossing the glacier on the way to Boundary Peak

Our thanks go to the following organisations who supported the
exped: the Royal Corps of Signals, the Ulysses Trust, Greater
London Reserve Forces and Cadet Association, South East
Reserve Forces and Cadet Association, HQ London District, the
respective units involved in the exped and Reflex International
for providing the exped t-shirts.

EXERCISE TRIDENT FOX
EXERCISE TRIDENT FOX SUB AQUA DIVING EXPEDITION TO
THE SULTUNATE OF OMAN 17 JUN - 1 JUL 07
- by Maj A Ross

Sporting the wax jackets at the Ghost River lunch stop - Sig
Brockett (56 Sig Sqn), Maj Brown (RHO), Sig Muorah and Capt
Mitcham (both 68 Sqn, 71 Sig Regt)
EXERCISE WAPTA DANCE - by Sig Yarde 83 Sp Sqn
The best thing about AT for me is the 'I can do anything now
feeling' that you get when you have completed an activity.
When I went to Trails End Camp (TEC), I must say I expected a
holiday with a little adventure thrown in but how wrong was I? I
wanted to do Sky Diving, Horse Riding, and the Multi-Activity
Package but due to the sheer numbers of participants and
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Ex TRIDENT FOX was a sub aqua diving exped to Muscat in
Oman organised by 6 Supply Regt RLC of 102 Log Bde over the
period 17 Jun - 1 Jul 07. Of the 12 exped members, I was the
only one cap badged Royal Signals and was invited to assist as a
Sub Aqua Diving Supervisor (SADS). The team set of from
Princess Royal Barracks Gutersloh via train to Frankfurt airport
and flew Gulf Air to Muscat.
Our base for the exped was the Oman Dive Centre (ODC) staying
in 2 man beach huts which although sounding basic where
comfortable enough in the desert of Oman. ODC had all the
facilities, including a restaurant, well equipped dive centre and
most importantly a big and powerful dive boat.
The Dive Team
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to selection and sponsorship by the respective parenting Service
authority and being at least 18 years of age prior to
commencement of their allocated Leg .

The majority of divers on the exped were at least BSAC Sports
Divers having previously completed their trg in Bovisa.nd, Cyprus
or Kiel. Two Ocean Divers very quickly completed their Sports
Diver trg in Oman and thus were allowed to progress to deeper
dives. It worked well having 2 SADS and enough Advanced
Divers/ Dive Leaders to be able to dive safely in waves from the
boat.

Suitability. Ocean sailing is often both physically and mentally
demanding. Volunteers should therefore:
Have a spirit of adventure;
Be willing to live in harmony with others in confined,
uncomfortable and sometimes wet and arduous conditions·
Be in-date for the appropriate Service fitness test;
'
Be medically fit for active service overseas;
Possess an up to date passport that will remain in-date until six
months after their exercise leg ends.

W0 1 Richmond makes contact with a 3m leopard shark
Another popular site was the wreck of the Al Munnasir which was
purposely sunk for divers about 15 mins away from the ODC .
This wreck sits upright in the water in about 30m with her top
decks and bridge in about 16m. Inside her holds and companion
ways make an excellent, safe and adventurous dive.

Maj Ross prepares to dive
In general the dives were either reef, wall or wreck dives and on
all of these the marine life was abundant. One of the main sites
dived was the Daymaniat Islands, some 2 hrs boat ride out of
Muscat, where the underwater visibility was excellent. However
the visibility closer to shore is not always good and it was made
worse during our time there by a recent cyclone that had caused
considerable damage. The highlight of diving at the Daymaniat
Islands was swimming with leopard sharks and seeing large
marine life such as moray eels, stingrays, barracudas and turtles.

Over the 2 weeks, 2 days diving were missed due to another
storm warning and for safety reasons, the Omani Coast Guard
would not let dive boats go out. We therefore used the time to
visit local sites, go to the market (or souk) to buy souvenirs and
even went on board HMS Richmond, a RN frigate transiting
through Muscat Port.
Overall the exped was a great success and much diving
experience was gained by all. More importantly it was incident
free and we all arrived safely back in Gutersloh. My thanks go to
Maj Tony Walsh, 21C 6 Supply Regt RLC, for organising such a
good exped and inviting me along. Also I would like to thank the
managers of the Royal Signals Corps Fund for subsidising me to
go diving in Oman. Without their support such AT would not be
affordable.

EXERCISE TRANSGLOBE - INVITATION TO TAKE PART
TRI-SERVICE OCEAN SAILING - EXERCISE TRANSGLOBE
INTRODUCTION
Ex TRANSGLOBE will be a major Tri-Service Adventurous Sail
Training Exercise open to all UK service pers, Regular and
Reserve, from June 2009 to July 2010. The purpose of this
information note is to provide advance notice of the ex with the
aim of encouraging pers to apply, using the DIN available on the
Defence Intranet.
The aim of the ex is to develop the personal qualities essential to
Regular and Reserve members of HM Forces through
adventurous sail training in a Service environment. It will build
upon successful expeds such as Ex MERCURY CHALLENGE.
EXERCISE OVERVIEW
The Joint Service Adventure Sail Training Centre (JSASTC) will
deploy 3 Challenge 67 Sail Training Craft (STCs) from JSASTC
Gosport on a year long circumnavigation of the globe, planned to
include participation in the Rolex Sydney to Hobart Race in
December 2009 and the Antigua Race week in May 2010. All
circumnavigation legs will be conducted as AT exs and will be
either cruises in company or races in the spirit of Corinthian
competition with the emphasis on safety, seamanship and
teamwork.
The Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force will each have one
STC and provide the crew for each leg. Whilst the actual route is
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being planned, an outline itinerary is set out below. Ships, RN
Establishments, Units, Waterfronts, Arms, Regts, Service
Directors and RAF Groups and Stations will be encouraged to bid
to provide the crews for their respective Service's STC for
particular non-race legs but bids from individuals will be accepted
to ensure all crew places are filled.
Race leg crews (Fastnet, Sydney-Hobart and Antigua Race Week)
will be selected by the individual Service Sailing Associations.
JSASTC will provide the STC, technical support and crew trg
during Ex TRANSGLOBE. Ideally for each leg the Skipper, Mate
and Watch Leader crew positions on each STC will by filled by
serving members of the relevant Service, provided that sufficient
appropriately trained and experienced pers volunteer and qualify
in time - JSASTC will provide staff Skippers to fulfil up to 50% of
the requirement if necessary. Personnel wishing to be considered
for Skipper and Afterguard positions should follow the
instructions contained within 2007DIN 06-090 available on the
Defence Intranet sending their applications to the TRANSGLOBE
- Army point of contact listed below rather than the Rear
Commodore (Offshore) of the Army Sailing Association as
advertised in the DIN.
ELIGIBILITY
General. This ex is open to serving Regular and Reserve,
including university cadet, members of the three Services. In
addition to qualified and experienced sailors, applications are
encouraged from complete novices. Cadets may apply subject
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Fax: 94382 4216 Civ: 01225 814216
E-mail: TRANSGLOBE-Army@Bjgfoot.Com
Project Team Leader. The Project Team Leader for Ex
TRANSGLOBE is:
Sqn Ldr Neil Cottrell
DMSD Pol3
Ash 3B #3312,
DE&S, MOD Abbey Wood
BRISTOL
BS34 8JH

Pregnant Servicewomen are not eligible to participate in
adventurous training.

Mil : 9532 35207 Civ: 011791 35207 Mobile: 07939 339206
Fax : 9532 35910 Civ: 011791 3591 O
E-mail: tes-asg-dmsd-pol3@dpa.mod.uk

Potential Skippers and Afterguard. OIC JSASTC will set the
minimum qualification and experience levels for pers to be
considered for each of the Skipper, Mate and Watch Leader
positions. To enable their trg needs to be identified, people
applying to fill Skipper and Afterguard positions must provide full
details of their trg, qualifications and experience, using the form
contained within 2007DIN 06-090 available on the Defence
Intranet.

Crew. A forthcoming DIN, available on the Defence Intranet and
planned for January 2008, will give more details of the ex and
invite applications from crew members other than those aiming
for Skipper or Afterguard roles. However, people who wish to
register their interest now should contact the Project Team
Leader and Army POC by email providing the following
information:

CREW SELECTION
The Royal Navy Sailing Association (RNSA), Army Sailing
Association (ASA) and Royal Air Force Sailing Association
(RAFSA) will take the lead in identifying and supporting the
development of potential Skippers and Afterguard for Ex
TRANSGLOBE for their respective Services. The OIC and
Training Officer of JSASTC will scrutinize the Services' SA
nominations against the JSASTC minimum entry standard criteria
and will select only those pers considered suitable to complete
the relevant trg and development process to qualify as Challenge
67 Skippers and Afterguard .
Pers interested in qualifying for these key crew positions should
complete the application contained within 2007DIN 06-090
available on the Defence Intranet and forward it with photocopies
of their current highest RYA/MCA qualification and personal log
book cruising and racing entries to the TRANSGLOBE Army POC
below.
TRANSGLOBE - ARMY POC. The Point of Contact for all Army
pers wishing to take part is :

Lt Col R J Quinlan R SIGNALS
TRANSGLOBE - Army
RHQ 10 Sig Regt
Basil Hill Site, Park Lane
CO RS HAM
Wiltshire
SN13 9NR
Mil: 94382 4220 Civ: 01225 814220 Mob: 07786 747273

Personal: Name, Service (RN/Army/RAF), regular or reserve,
Service Number, DoB.
Sailing: Qualifications and experience, membership of Service
Sailing Association (Yes/No), preferred leg.
Contact details: Unit, email, contact address and work and
mobile telephone numbers.
FUNDING
Service pers are expected to make a personal contribution
towards AT. For overseas, offshore, sailing exs this usually takes
the form of paying for the international flights and berthing fees.
The costs incurred in victualling the boat will be met by Cash in
Lieu of Rations {CILOR). Applicants must ensure that they plan
additional funds to cover personal expenditure ashore.
It is anticipated that Ex TRANSGLOBE will attract sponsorship
and every effort will be made to minimise the cost to individuals.
Pers may be able to get financial assistance towards the cost of
participation from service/unit funds. Indicative personal
contributions for each of the legs will be included in the next DIN .
INITIAL PLANNING ITINERARY
The key dates are; Sydney - Hobart Race starting 26 December
2010 and Antigua Race Week in May 201 O.
The initial route planning is: UK - Portugal - Brazil - South Africa
- Western Australia - Sydney - Hobart - Wellington - Argentina Antigua - New York - UK
The complete route will be detailed in the next information note.

EXERCISE NEVADA PEAKS TIGER - 11 SIGNAL REGIMENT
EXERCISE NEVADA PEAKS TIGER - by Capt A 0 Rea

Ex NEVADA PEAKS TIGER was a 2 week trekking exped to the
Sequoia National Park in California. It took place over the period
13 - 29 Jul 07 and involved 3 trg staff and 7 Phase 2 soldiers
from 2 Sqn . Organised completely by Cpl Sean Dinsdale of Iron
Tp, the exped was designed to be a test of physical endurance,
as well as to give Phase 2 soldiers the opportunity to experience
mountaineering in a foreign climate. Overall, the exped was a
c?mplete success with all members of the group completing the
High Sierra Trail (approx 80 miles) and reaching the summit of Mt
Whitney (4,418m), the highest peak in the lower 48 states of the
USA.
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The exped party set off on Friday 13 July from Blandford Camp
and after some 30 hrs of travelling, finally arrived at Lodgepole
Campsite, Sierra National Park. After an admin day, the group
set off on Monday 16 July to begin the High Sierra Trail. The
finish point was over 80 miles away and that seemed like an
almost impossible task, especially since each member of the
group was carrying enough food and supplies to last 1O days - all
on their backs!
The first 2 days of the trek saw the group covering nearly 20
miles, most of which was uphill! Feeling tired, but motivated we
walked on and decided to skip through several of our planned
stops, in order to cover more distance. By the middle of the
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week everyone was starting to feel the strain of the heavy packs,
but p~shed on nonetheless. One of the campsites .was by a lake
in the mountains and a well deserved swim was enioyed by all.
This was followed the next day by a stop next to a natural hot
spring, where full advantage was taken of the 'mountain bath!'
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On the summit of Mt Whitney at sunrise

Sig lbbo Ibbetson contemplates life on the lake side

After 6 days of arduous trekking, the group arrived at the final
wilderness campsite and prepared for the last day - the summit!
Setting off at 21 OOhrs in order to climb the mountain at night and
out of the 35 degree sun, the group used head torches to follow
the long, winding trail to the summit of Mt Whitney. Tuer~: at
4,418m, we sat in our wann kit and huddled together waiting for
the sun to rise.
Eventually, we felt the sun on our faces and were able t~ see the
view over the mountains we had just covered . A fantastic sense
of achievement was felt by all and gave us the motivation to finish
the final 8 miles of the trail. This last leg was back and forth over
some 90 switchbacks with the group arriving at the fi nal campsite
in time for lunch and almost 3 days earlier than planned!

we then spent 2 days in Lone Pine, a remote California town,
where the group had time to wash all kit and pr~pare . to move
back to civilisation. After more travelling, we arrived in Los
Angeles, where after seeing the stars o_
n Ho/l~wood Boulevard,
the group spent R&R at Universal Studios which was ~all owed by
dinner at the Hard Rock Cafe. On Saturday 28 July, tired but
pleased with themselves, the group flew back to Lon~on ._ .
Eventually arriving back at camp on Sunday 29 July, JUSt in time
to prepare for Monday's Parade!
The exped provided a fantastic opportunity for Phase 2 soldiers
to experience AT oversees, as well as building on fitness,
teamwork and personal admin skills. Congratulations go to Cpl
Jase Whitehead whose Advanced JSMEL skills ensured the safe
completion of the trek and to Cpl Sean Dinsdale f_o r organising
the exped . The success of the trip was down to his meticulous
planning over some 9 months and all exped members are truly
grateful for his efforts.

Sgt Simpson maintaining the expedition's communications
equipment
Strenuous selection training for the expedition

Sgt Rich Simpson is delighted to be the only Royal Signals
soldier on this exped. Playing a vital role by providing robust
comms systems for the team : mountain comms between teams
and base camp, satcoms for vital links back to the UK and a
satcom data link to provide website updates and biogs for the
public and email for the team members. As well as comms, Sgt
Simpson is also providing the power supply to charge radios,
laptops, medical eqpt and other personal kit.

EXERCISE APHRODITES KAIBAB - by Sgt Del Traynor
In August 2007, the Army Mountaineering Association (AMA) will
celebrate its 50th anniversary. To commemorate this event, it is
planning a number of exped to various mountainous regions,
representing a diverse spread of climbing disciplines. The
flagship venture within this programme is the AMA's skimountaineering exped to Shishapangma in Tibet. This skimountaineering exped is also a British first.
Mt Shishapangma is located in the Langtang Himalaya and is the
only 8000m peak that lies wholly in Tibet. The mountain is made
up of 3 distinct summits, with the central summit reaching a
height of 8012m. Known to the Chinese as Xixabangma and
Gosainthan to the Nepalese, it was the last of the fourteen 8000m
peaks to be climbed .
This was first achieved by a joint ChinesefTibetan exped, under
the leadership of Hsu Ching and saw 10 members reach the
summit from the Northern side on the 2nd of May 1964.
Since Day 1, all those who wished to take part in the 50th
anniversary exped to Mt Shishapangma were put through
mountaineering trg, to hone the skills required to be successful in
the hostile conditions that will lie ahead. Throughout the weeks
spent together, either in such places as the Bavarian and the
Swiss Alps or in the UK, the participants were studied to see if
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they had the correct aptitude, skill, ability to be a team player,
motivation and commitment to be chosen finally as candidates
for Shishapangma.
As well as being trained in the skills needed on the mountain, the
squad were tested physically and then given individual trg .
programmes to help achieve their peak condition before setting
foot in the Himalaya. This will give them the best possible chance
of making it to the summit.
Over the last 18 months all the exped team members have either
learned mountain skills for the very first time in their Army careers
or revised subjects they may not have practised for some time.
Some have improved the way in which they put their chosen
subject across to the other members in various teaching,
coaching and instructing styles, during the numerous sessions
along the way.
Some of the many skills trained, practised and tested on are:
Alpine ski trg , alpine ski touring, high Alpine ski mountaineering ,
various high alpine glacial terrain ski trg, rock climbing (single,
multi pitch and sports climbing), ice climbing, rocky ridge
scrambling, high alpine mountaineering, glacial travel (rope teams
together), crevasse rescues, self rescue, glacial navigation,
avalanche search and rescue techniques, avalanche awareness,
weather and pressure systems, navigation mountain
first aid and mountain comms.
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It has been hard work not just for Sgt Simpson but also for his
Tp and his wife and children . But he would like to think that this
could inspire people to do the same and dare to try something
out of the ordinary. Be a part of it, visit www.sp07.expeds.com

EXERCISE APHRODITES KAIBAB - JSSU CYPRUS

SHIPSHAPANGMA 2007 AMA EXPEDITION
SHISHAPANGMA 2007 AMA EXPEDITION - by Sgt Simpson

He is extremely grateful to 14 Sig Regt for allowing him to have
the opportunity to climb the 14th highest mountain in the world.
He would also like to thank the Regt for the time to attend the
arduous trg and more importantly to Sp Tp 226 Sig Sqn, who
have had to step into his shoes while he has been away.

Capt Sally Green
WO Mick Waller RAF
W02 Glen Franklin RE
Sgt JP Thomas
SAC Mark Stuart RAF

Sgt Neil Mackie RAF
Cpl Dave Ketley RAF
Cpl Jase Bartup RAF Regt
Cpl Katy Steed Int Corps
Sgt Del Traynor RAF

DAY 1 (26 APRIL) - JOURNEY'S START
On Thursday 26 April 07, 10 members of the Joint Service
Signals Unit Cyprus (JSSU (Cyp)), from Ayios Nikolaos departed
at 0145hrs for what could only be described as an opportunity of
a lifetime. Ex APHRODITES KAIBAB was to be a 2 week Joint
Service Hiking Exped to Northern Arizona and the Grand Canyon.
The team consisted of 6 RAF and 4 Army pers. We all met at the
MT yard for transport to Larnaca Airport and the 0400hrs 'Red
Eye' flight to London for the 1st leg of our long journey to the
"Canyon".
We arrived at Las Vegas about 1600hrs local time (10 hrs behind
Cyprus) via London and Los Angeles and collected our hire vehs.
~e were all very tired (apart from Katy who slept for the entire
Journey) but relieved to have finally stopped travelling. Only one
problem, 2 pieces of luggage failed to complete the journey with
us. One belonged to Mick, which he got the next day and one
belonging to JP, which never turned up. This meant that JP had
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to wear donated clothing for the duration of the trip. This he
insisted on doing fairly, taking 2 items from everyone - he refused
to tell what items he took from the girls, but they certainly weren't
outer garments.
DAY 2 (27 APRIL) - SUPPLIES
As you can imagine we were all devastated to discover we had to
stay in Las Vegas an extra 24 hrs to wait for JP's luggage.
Although we had loaned him clothing , he still needed his essential
hiking eqpt such as boots, tent, cold weather gear, cooker etc.
So courtesy of the ever-disappointing BA, we managed to see
some of the marvellous, though somewhat decadent sights of
Vegas. Most of the day however was taken up with chasing up
the missing luggage and shopping for supplies to see us through
the camping phase. We all had a great time selecting exotically
named freeze-dried food from the huge REI camping store in
Henderson, just outside Vegas. Some grabbed the chance for
bargains, particularly our RAF Regt rep, Jase, who purchased 5
Gerbers!
DAY 3 (28 APRIL) - DRIVE TO FLAGSTAFF, ARIZONA
Our base camp for the next 5 days was to be the DuBeau
International Hostel in Flagstaff, Arizona, so we had an early start
to drive the 200 or so miles there while incorporating another visit
to Las Vegas airport to try and track down JP's elusive baggage.
We made a stop at the Hoover Dam, Lake Mead which was a
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must for a Kodak moment. It was spectacular, an art deco
engineering masterpiece of such immense proport'.o~s that it
really was difficult to believe it could have been built 1n the .1930s.
The Hoover dam supplies electrical power to 3 states and 1s one
of the recognized 7 Wonders of the Industrial World. A quick .
stop at the Road Kill Cafe on possibly the most famous road in
the world, Route 66, broke up the rest of the journey.
We eventually arrived at Flagstaff, some 7000ft above sea level at
about 1600hrs and quickly settled into the Hostel, where the lads
were sharing bunk beds in a very small 8-man room , with an ensuite toilet/shower room. The ladies were in a similar room but
sharing with some interesting staff members.
DAY 4 (29 APRIL) - BEAR MOUNTAIN
Well rested , everyone was up at 0730hrs, ready for the 1st day's
hiking. We drove the 20 miles or so and dropped several
thousand feet to Sedona, Red Rock County. It took some time to
fi nd the trailhead - after several unintended detours Mick
reckoned the trailhead had been moved when the old gravel track
had been hard topped! We began the hike beneath a clear blue,
sunny sky that gave us great views of the surrounding
countryside.

vista. This was a great chance to pose on the cliff face for some
dramatic photos. Later that afternoon, we returned to Flagstaff to
re-supply and retire to the Hostel for a fine meal of pasta and
chilli, beautifully prepared and served by Dave and Mark.
DAY 6 (1 MAY) - HUMPHREY'S PEAK
Having tied Neil to his bed, we all rose at a reasonable time for a
0700hrs departure. Today we were attempting Humphrey's Peak,
which at 12,633ft is the highest mountain in Arizona and visible
for miles around. We were encouraged to take bergens as
opposed to our day sacks to get used to the weight and to take
plenty of warm clothing, as we would be above the snowline.
There was a slightly nervous air (especially from JP!) as this was
by far the toughest test so far. Despite this, everyone was still in
good spirits and morale remained high with humour rife.

After a steep 4-hour trek with breathtaking views of Sedona and
the Red Rock below, we reached the summit of Bear Mountain
(5800ft) at about 1300hrs in time for lunch. But just as we began
to relax, big Dave 'Pikey' Ketley took a tumble, slashing a deep
2 inch cut on the palm of his hand. His right hand was instantly
covered in blood, we all remained calm, apart from Katy who
tried to alert everyone by running in c ircles and screeching at the
top of her voice 'We got a bleeder, we got a bleeder.

We started t he ascent at 0830hrs and after a couple of miles met
a descending hiker, who informed us that the snow was thick in
places and barely passable; he had to turn back halfway as the
trail had become very difficult. Despite this, we decided to push
on and try our luck. We managed to climb for approx 3 hrs and
were well above t he snowline when the 'tripping king ' Mark came
a cropper and took a t umble. A few minutes later, Mick slipped
and fell in the snow and it was at this point the Mountain
Leaders, Sally and JP had a safety chat and decided enough is
enough. We had to halt our attempt at just short of 12000ft, only
600 from the summit. We were all disappointed, but we knew the
correct decision had been made. During the trek down the
mountain morale remained high and we even managed to destroy
every decent song that was ever written. A couple of hours from
the trail head on our way down, t hick snow began to fall and we
were relieved to be heading home.

JP and Sally instantly administered First Aid and patched up t he
wound, while Mick thoughtfully took photos of the injury for
posterity and the rest of us ate lunch and Katy slept. Neil came
out in sympathy shortly after and cut his head on a tree branch,
what a start! RAF 2 - Army 0.

Whilst the others sorted out their admin , JP and Glen cooked the
evening meal - a BBQ. Unfortunately it poured with rain so we
had to retire indoors. It was reported that some of the finest
steaks ever cooked were consumed (something t hat Chefs would
not allow the rest to forget).

The journey back down the mountain was thankfully injury free,
despite a little rain and the first sight of a snake. A very
dangerous looking, foot long reptile shot across the trail just in
front of me. I remained inwardly calm but in order to warn the
others, shrieked 'snake, snake!' and leapt a foot into the air.
Luckily, my swift actions seemed to scare the possible man-killer
away and I had saved the party - that's my version and I'm
sticking to it.

DAY 7 (2 MAY) - MONUMENT VALLEY

The remainder of the day was taken up with Mick taking Dave to
a delighted , Brit-loving doctor at the A&E in Flagstaff where he
received 8 stitches. Fortunately he was allowed to continue the
Exped . Meanwhile J ase and I prepared a sumptuous and
delicious evening meal.

Up early again and we were on the road to the Utah border and
the very famous Monument Valley. The Valley provides perhaps
the most enduring and definitive images of the American West.
The isolated red Mesas and Buttes surrounded by empty, sandy
desert have been filmed and photographed countless times over
the years for movies (such as 'Back to the Future 3',
'Stagecoach', '2001: A Space Odyssey' and many more), as well
as advertisements and travel brochures. We were all amazed at
the sheer scale of the valley and a thoroughly good day was had
by all.

DAY 5 (30 APRIL) - WILSON MOUNTAIN
We had a very early start to the day as 'early bird' Neil decided to
rise 'quietly' before 0600hrs and tip-toe around like a baby
elephant setting off fireworks and knocking down stacks of tins
etc waking everyone. Another drive to Sedona and the hottest
day so far, we had left the Wilson Mountain trailhead at 0930hrs
and begun that day's hike. Unfortunately by 0937hrs we were
back at the trailhead! We were told by a Ranger that the trail was
closed due to fire and storm damage. He advised us to try the
Secret Canyon Trail instead, as this is around the same distance
and difficulty. Katy instantly downgraded this trail to
'RESTRICTED' Canyon so that the whole party could go.
What a stroke of luck! Secret Canyon is a fantastic 5.5 mile hike
with a winding trail amongst the tree line that offers shade from
the heat of the sun. Throughout the day, we took turns at leading
and map reading. Approximately half way round , we went slightly
off the beaten track to find a plateau overlook at 5300ft and have
lunch. Here we met with the best views of the trip so far, perched
high on the side of a mountain we could see miles of spectacular
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Monument Valley
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DAY 8 (3 MAY) - THE GRAND CANYON
We made ~nother early start for the 80 mile drive to The Canyon,
for the main phase of the exped . We arrived at the Canyon by
mid afternoon and if we thought the previous views on the trip
were amazing, then the first sight of Grand Canyon could only be
described as breathtakingly, jaw dropping. There wasn 't a single
adjective left unspoken by the time we had left Mather viewpoint
to set up camp and make preparations for the trek below the rim
and down to the mighty Colorado. After erecting the tents at the
Mather Campground and packing our eqpt for the next morning,
all that was left to do was to have a BBQ and a well-earned beer.

we quickly pitched our tents, dried off, ate some food and got our
heads down for some well earned rest after our marathon 15hr
hike.
DAY 10 (5 MAY) - GRANITE RAPIDS
Rising at 0700hrs with some aching limbs was hard work, almost
as hard as it was for me to pack all of my eqpt into my small
bergen. We had a very steep 2000ft switch backed climb out of
Hermit Creek and contoured along the Tonto Trail, only to
descend again following the dried-up Monument Creek to our
next destination. All of our hard slog was rewarded however with
a spectacular finish at Granite Rapids on the sandy banks of the
roaring Colorado River - surely one of the most exclusive
campsites in the world; we had reached the base of the Grand
Canyon. Rest and photo opportun ities were taken while watching
the white water rafters tackle the rapids, foot admin conducted
and sleep cherished .
DAY 11 (6 MAY) - THE LONG CLIMB OUT
The third day in The Canyon began at an insanely early 0300hrs
and we bade farewell to the Colorado. This turned out to be a
wise move as the day's hike was at least 17 miles long, including
the climb out along the Bright Angel Trail to the ri m! This meant
that only the shorter leg was undertaken in t he hottest part of the
day. After 9 hrs hiking, I wasn't sure what was more tortuous, the
mid-day sun or the 2 hrs of I Spy, where the letter 'S' was used at
least a dozen t imes. After 12.5 miles and 2800ft of climbing, we
reached Indian Gardens, a green oasis located just about half
way up the Bright Angel Trail. Some of us stripped down,
attended to throbbing feet and replenished spent calories. After
an enormous lunch we prepared to take on the dreaded 'Bright
Angel', a very steep and twisty trail which seemed to be just one
continuous switchback. We complete the 4.5 mile, 3060ft climb
out in around 3 tortuous hrs and left The Canyon by 1615hrs,
with the whole team breathing a sigh of relief or was it
exhaustion? We were greeted at the trail end by a swathe of
Pakistani, Japanese and American tourists, all of whom are
astounded to hear that we have trekked from the Colorado River
to the Rim in just one day. Some even asked to have their picture
taken with 'the crazy Brits '.

View in the Grand Canyon
DAY 9 (4 M AY) - HERM IT, BOUCHER AND TONTO TRAILS
Day 9 started at 0500hrs to enable us to be at the Hermits Rest
Trailhead by 0600hrs. So, with all our provisions for the 3 days,
including water, (water - or lack of it - is a very serious issue in
the Grand Canyon), food , tents, clothing etc,we arrive at a chilly
and very windy Hermits Rest Trailhead , w ith packs rang ing from
25-30kgs each. One guidebook describes the un-maintained
Boucher Trail route we were about to undertake as 'knee
wrenchingly insane' ; this turned out to be quite prophetic. The
weight aside, I doubt that any of the group expected the day's
trek to be as arduous as it turned out. After more than 7 hrs
trekking, abundant spectacular views and a 3840ft descent - not
accounting for the extra 2000ft of ups and downs in between
(and for those readers thinking going down is easy, think again)
we stopped for lunch. After our re-hydrated feast we made a 1
hour detour off route to the only water available to replenish our
water stocks by filtering water from the trickling but year round
Boucher Creek.
Setting off mid afternoon, we dropped down another 1OOOft or so
t~ the Tonto Trail. At about 1930hrs, we passed a small group of
hikers camped up at Hermit Creek Campsite. It was getting dark
by now but they advised us that the route to Hermit Rapids - our
campsite for the night - was easy to follow and only 1.5 miles
downstream. We decided to press on to Hermit Rapids (hiking by
head torch), where we intended to make camp. Unfortunately
because of the loss of daylight, heavy rain which had just started
and treacherous river conditions we were getting nowhere fast
and so it was decided that it was just too dangerous to continue.
We returned to Hermit Creek Campsite at about 2115hrs where
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We returned to the Mather Campsite to set up camp again and
then enjoyed a slap-up meal at the local pizza parlour prior to
retiring to reflect on our achievements.
DAY 12 (7 MAY) - A HERMITS RIM AND A WAYWARD
CAMPER
We enjoyed a lie-in as the day's trek started at 0800hrs and we
only need day sacks - blooming marvellous. It was another
fantastic day as we hiked the 9.5-mile 'Rim Trail ', from Hermits
Rest to the Grand Canyon Village which allowed us the most
spectacular views of Grand Canyon. We were able look down on
most of the trails we had tackled over the previous 3 days and
couldn't help talking loudly about our adventures so that those
within earshot would know what we've accomplished and be
suitably impressed - or not. We did a little souvenir shopping in
the late afternoon and then went back to the campsite for a BBQ
and one or two wets.
All is well until Sally and Glen notice that Katy who had gone for
a shower over 2 hours ago, had still not returned. It's now quite
dark, so we planned to have one or two more beers and then
muster a search party; and then a bedraggled and distressed
Katy stumbles into camp. She had left the nearby shower block
90 mins ago, lost her bearings and gone astray amongst the
trees. She had been on her way back to the Colorado River when
luckily, she had bumped into Mark who had returned her to
camp. Katy followed this up 30 mins later by getting lost again
on the 1OOm trip back from the toilet block (not helped by us
turning all the lights out so we couldn 't be seen). Who wasn't
paying attention during the map reading lessons? After this she
wasn 't allowed out of camp without being attached to a long
piece of string.
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DAY 14 (9 MAY) - RETURN HOME
We had yet another early start as we began the 1st leg of the
long return journey home to Ayios Nikolaos. We cleaned the vehs,
had a Starbucks and then left Flagstaff to return to Las Vegas for
some last minute shopping in one of the huge malls and do some
final sight seeing; then early to bed in preparation for the long
haul home.
DAY 15/16 (10/11 MAY)-ARRIVAL AT LARNACA
We checked-in and departed Las Vegas airport on time and flew
via Chicago and London. We finally arrived at Larnaca Airport
after 24 long hrs of travel, only to find that 5 pieces of luggage
hadn't been so fortunate. Luckily for us, they are all delivered to
Ay Nik over the ensuing days; the same unfortunately cannot be
said for JP's bag which never did materialize.

The End!
DAY 13 (8 MAY) - GRAND VIEW AND HORSESHOE MESA
On Day 13, we were up early to break camp and pack all of our
kit into the hire cars because we were returning to Flagstaff
straight after the hike. We left for our final trek in Grand Canyon,
the 7-mile 'Grand View Trail'. We set off at first light and
negotiated the un-maintained and incredibly steep historic
miners' trail, following the rip-rap stone work as we descend onto
Horseshoe Mesa, via the Last Chance Copper Mine, now long
abandoned. We broke for breakfast overlooking the Tonto Trail
and spectacular views to the east with the canyon snaking out
below us. The brutal 2600ft climb back out brought us to the end
of our hiking. An 80-mile drive later and we were back at Flagstaff
and a soft bed for the night. That evening we had our celebratory
'end of exped' celebration meal at the Outback Steakhouse in
Flagstaff.

On behalf of all who were extremely lucky to have been included
on this trip, I would like to thank Capt Sally Green and Sgt JP
Thomas for their know-how and performing in their roles as
Mountain Leaders; without them the trip would not have been
possible. I would also like to thank everyone involved in piecing
this adventure together and the NAAFI for providing the Personal
Insurance, an excellent package and well worth considering for
future ventures. Most of all though I would like to heartily thank
WO Mick Waller, the Exped Leader for his organization of this
incredible trip. I for one will never forget Ex APHRODITES
KAIBAB for allowing me the chance to paddle in the Colorado
River at Granite Rapids at the very bottom of the magnificent
Grand Canyon.
I have no doubt that each and every one of us has taken
something positive away from this experience, teamwork and
motivation are a couple that spring to mind - something that can
only benefit the Service.

CORPS GOLF

22 Sig Regt captured the trophy for the first time; their
total of 417 was 24 pts clear of 11 Sig Regt. The next
teams being separated by only 8 points. A truly
impressive result.

a

In the afternoon, in ever improving conditions players
headed out for the Greensomes pairs competition.
Some very impressive scoring produced a tight finish ,
with Andy Fulton and Gagan Thapa just edging out
Suresh and Les Rix for the Greensomes Trophy.
Showered, changed and duly watered the prize giving
got underway, with Ashley Wood President Mr Joe
Robbins joining Corps Captain Lt Col Rab Young in
presenting the prizes.
Our collective thanks as ever go to the Captain, Staff
and Committee at Ashley Wood Golf Club who always
make us welcome, presenting the course in superb
condition and without whom these events simply
would not be possible.
The golfers of the Corps will reconvene in Blandford for
the Autumn meeting on Sep 5/6 - I trust I will see you
all there.
Pete Stowell I Chris Cullington
R Signals Golf Comp Sec (Retd!)
COMPETITION WINNERS
MEDAL
Corps
Chamoion
Runner Up

The retired and serving golfers of the Corps gathered at The
Ashley Wood Golf Club, Blandford on 2/3 May for the Spring
meeting and Corps Championships. A capacity field of 92
players gathered for the annual contest, the familiar old faces
were well matched by those attending their first event and also an
ever increasing Queen's Gurkha Signals contingent promised to
make it a very competitive competition.
The bnght sunshine on the Tuesday afternoon for the practice
rounds led to high hopes for low scores in ideal conditions.
However, as the early starters gathered for the 0700hrs tee-off,
the wind continued to blow and those that had selected their
clothing the night before, were seen rifling their bags for extra kit
- definitely not a morning for shorts!
The bright sunshine and driving wind continued all day and
provided extremely difficult playing conditions, particularly it
would seem when trying to get the ball in play from the 1st tee.
The gross competition was something of a battle with Nige
Brennan, Paul Dickinson and the pre-competition favourite Rob
Hare level on 75 at the end of the 1st round , 4 clear of the
chasing pack. In the nett competition, these scores when joined
by nett 70s from Paul Rose and Kenny George and a very
creditable 71 from Trefor Davies. The scores from Rose and
Davies put CAST{N} in an unlikely overnight lead for the Inter-Unit
competition.
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Following a generous helping of Clive's lunch in the clubhouse,
the Stableford competition got underway. Some good early
scores from Andy Fulton (37 pts}, Rob Hare and Ben Redstone
each with 36 pts looked set to take the spoils, but rounds of 41
pts from Dev Gurung and 40 pts from Lal Gurung took the
prizes.
The second day started in thankfully lighter winds with the
second 18 holes of the medal competition. The scratch
competition was mainly between the 4 players in the final group:
Rob Hare, Nige Brennan, Paul Dickinson and defending
champion Mick Cowie. Paul Dickinson making the best start
with a birdie on the 1st and arriving at the turn still level par, 1
shot clear of Rob Hare. It was the birdies on 11 and 12 that
finally allowed Paul to establish the lead that he managed to
retain to the finish. His final round of 72 was the best of the day
and thoroughly deserved to take the plaudits.
The Handicap competition was again a close affair with a half a
dozen players in real contention, but whilst Paul Dickinson was
focussing on the gross prize, Kenny George followed his
impressive 1st round score with an even better nett 66, to take
the nett competition by 1 stroke from Paul Dickinson. Very
impressive performances from Andy Armitage, Trefor Davies
and Somras Tamang saw them win their respective Divisions.
The Inter-Unit competition {based on the best 3 scores for a 4
man team} was a very close competition, except for first place.
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INTER UNIT

Paul Dickinson

Winners

22 Sig Regt

Rob Hare

Runners Up

11 Sig Regt

3rd Scratch
Handicap
Winner

Andy Armitage

STABLEFORD
Overall
Dev Gurung
Winner

Runner Up

Paul Dickinson

Div 1 Winner

Andy Armitage

Div 2 Winner

Trefor Davies

Kenny George

Div 3 Winner

Somras Tamang

Veteran

Graham
Reynolds

Officer
ROYAL SIGNALS CORPS GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS 2007

The trophy winners from L to R: W02 Ash Ingham, Capt Ratna Pun, Sgt Dev
Gurung, Cpl Paul Dickinson, Lt Col Rab Young, Cpl Kenny George, Mr Graham
Reynolds, Sgt Gagan Thapa, Lt Lal Gurung, Maj Keith Pritchard

Keith Pritchard

Runner Up

Lal Gurung

GREENSOMES
Andy Fulton
Winners

Runners Up

Gagan
Thaoa
Suresh
Les Rix

Serving members interested in Corps Golf should contact their
Golf Officer; retired members should contact the Corps Secretary
{Derek Deegan} via email : corosgolfsecretary@milnet.uk.net

Cpi Paul Dickinson receives the Corps Champions trophy from
the Captain of Corps Golf, Lt Col Rab Young

CROSS CHANNEL SWIMMING
EXERCISE CHANNEL EAGLE - by Lt Col Rob Healey
At 0020hrs on 1 August 07 the fog horn sounded off Shakespeare
Beach, below the White Cliffs of Dover and the inaugural InterServices Cross Channel Relay had begun. Teams of 6 from the
RN, Army and RAF competed in a continuous relay across the 22
mile Channel to Cap Gris Nez, near Calais. Each swimmer swam
for an hour before handing over to the next team member. Two of
the Army swimmers were Signallers, Capt Catherine Jardine and
Lt Col Rob Healey. Due to the early start, the first 4 legs were
done in the dark.
"Whilst you swam, all you could see was the light of the escort
boat beside you and the silhouette of one of your team mates on
the side of the boat. If you swam into something you hoped it
was nothing more than seaweed." said Catherine. "The fun really
started in the shipping lanes dodging the many oil tankers and
container ships that steamed passed ."
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Capt Catherine Jardine swimming
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As day broke at 0430hrs, it became clear that the RN team was
well ahead but the RAF team was only a few hundred metres in
front. As everyone prepared for their second swims we knew we
could take them. We drew level about 6 miles off the French
coast and then accelerated away. At one point even the Navy
became aware of the Army charge for the French coast. The RN
won in 11 hrs 6 mins, the Army was second in 11 hrs 42mins and
the RAF were third in 12hrs 5mins. The Army B Team swam well
and finished in a very creditable 14hrs 42mins.

set the tone and a win by Paul Bosher, saw the Corps 2 - 1 up
with the last 2 matches on the course. The 17th, a par 5, had
seen many Influential shots over the last few days and this was
where the remainder of the Corps players gathered. Billy
Blackmore on the fairway, watched his opponent put a fairway
wood onto the green in 2 and with only a 1 shot lead had no
choice but to follow. His 3-wood, which he put to no more than 6
feet, proved to be enough and sparked off well deserved
celebrations.

All 4 teams returned to Dover and the presentation of the first Ex
CHANNEL EAGLE TROPHY was made the following morning by
the Secretary of Navy Swimming . It had been a cracking event
en1oyed by everyone.

Behind Billy in the last match, Nige Brennan was still playing
and was not aware of the match situation. With both players
laying-up in 2, Nige was first to play from 60 yards or so. Much
to the joy of the crowd around the green, he holed for an eagle

"Open swimming is a challenging activity at the best of times.
Sea sickness, jelly f'sh and swallowing seawater are 3 obvious
hazards. However, diving into rough seas in the middle of the
night, with three cylumes pinned to your trunks, with only a light
on the side of the boat to focus on and then sprinting for an hour
was a first for all of us" said Rob. "We were proud to have
finished second to a team that contained 3 national GB squad
level swimmers and look forward to the next Inter-Services event
which will run in 2 years time"
I have already been contacted by the Sappers, the AGC and the
REME to organise an "Inter-Corps" event for next year, so log on
to www.channeleagle.co.uk and read a full account of the event
via the race blog and view the many accompanying pictures. The
site had 5,000 hits during the event from friends and family
around the world from 37 countries.
If you would like to get involved in this forthcoming event or open
water swimming in general then contact me via the website or
here at HQ JHC at Wilton. We will need a strong team of male
and female swimmers if we are going to compete with the other

The 85th Army Matchplay Golf Championships were held at
Saunton Golf Club, Devon from the 1 to 6 July. The competition
included both the individual Matchplay and Inter-Corps events.
The individual Matchplay is a scratch competition, which was
played on the beautiful East Course links using the championship
tees - a very tough test of golf. The event started with a
preliminary round to reduce the field to 64 players, with selection
based on exact golf handicap. Wins for Rab Young, Billy
Blackmore, Chris Cullington and Pete Stowell saw them join
the other 6 Corps players in the 1st round proper.
This threw up a mixture of results, Chris Cullington was
unfortunate to lose on the 1st extra hole to the 4th seed and
former champion, Rick Smart, Phil Dye lost 1 down to the
eventual champion, Sean Stevenson and Paul Dickinson lost to
Paul Vemam. This still left an impressive 7 Corps players left in
the final 32, to do battle in the afternoon. The wind continued to
create very tough playing conditions and all the players had to
work hard to try and manufacture a good score. As ever, the 2nd
round saw the standard increase an extra level and only Pete
Sochon, with a 3 and 2 win over Pete Stowell and Rob Hare
managed to navigate safely through to Tuesday morning and the
last 16. The plate competition also got underway in the
afternoon, with Phil Dye recording a massive 7 and 5 win in his
opening round.
The Tuesday morning was again dry but very windy making the
course play its full length. Unfortunately both Rob Hare and Pete
Sochon failed to reach the quarter-finals in the main competition,
but Phil Dye successfully got through his plate 2nd round match
in the morning but was not able to win his quarter-final in the

Finally, thanks firstly to the Corps golf secretary, Derek Deegan,
who is recovering following surgery. His work 1n organising the
team and his passion for the sport is undiminished, and wrth the
constant text updates from the course, I'm sure the scoreboard in
his kitchen was more up-to-date than the one in the clubhouse!
Secondly to our sponsor, John Williams, late of the Corps,
whose support enabled the Corps to run a very successful
academy/trial and also helped to offset the cost of the team.

CORPS RUGBY

Rob Healey and Catherine Jardine after the event.. .. ..... all smiles!
Corps. As a final point, we have used this event to raise money
for The Royal British Legion and Diabetes UK and are on course
to reach our target of £10,000.
If you would like to donate, this can be done via the above
website or send cheques made out to "Central Bank SAAvn" to
me at Wilton. The final CHANNEL EAGLE instalment will be my
Channel solo attempt in early September 07, flying the flag for fat
diabetic staff officers.

It would be fair to say that Corps Rugby has suffered from a
vicissitude of fortune. From a Corps perspective, we were
relegated to the lower tier of the Inter-Corps Championship 2
seasons ago and only finished runners-up in Merit Table 2 last
year. Our Regtl sides have not faired much better with only
minimal progress being made within the Community Cup. With a
smattering of Army Caps (Cpl Parkinson and J-B) and 1
Scotland B Cap (Sig Grant) our individuals have done much
better, as have the Ladies team, but it still doesn't compensate
for the lack of progress at Corps level.

afternoon. The remainder played a very challenging medal round
- not a day to play with a card and a pencil!

However, for all the doom and gloom the first shoots of a
resurgent Corps side are now starting to appear. Last season,
the Corps won the VT 1O's competition in Aldershot and also
gained considerable success and kudos in winning the plate
competition in the Akrotiri 1O's. Both the Collins' Cup and Corps
7's were strongly attended, the latter attracting more than 140
players and it became clear to all present that the Corps does
have strength in depth. Likewise the re-emergence of Corps
Rugby in Germany has done much to boost the effort on the
home front. Corps Officers' rugby will also be reinvigorated for
the 07108 season with M aj Jason Gunning and Lt Col Dave
Whimpenny being the respective POC's. So all is not lost.

With all the Corps players out of the individual competitions, the
Stableford event on Wednesday provided the perfect practice for
the Inter-Corps championships, particularly as they would both
be played on the less familiar West Course. The AGM and draw
for the Inter-Corps championships that afternoon saw the B team
first out of the hat against the reigning champions and number 1
seed the RLC A and the Corps A team second to last out against
the RA. The Inter-Corps sees a team of 5 and 1 reserve play
singles Matchplay off scratch, with each match playing to a finish.

With a coherent and sustainable trg structure in place and a
steady influx of new players, the future is looking good and there
is much to look forward to. The main effort continues to be
promotion to Merit Table 1 and with this in mind the season starts
for real on 17 October with our first game against the AMS.
Whilst competition throughout Merit Table 2 will be fierce, our
perception is that our home fixture (all home fixtures will now be
played at Colerne) against the AAC on 5 December will be key.
There is also a conscious attempt to take Corps Rugby to the

ARMY GOLF
THE 85th ARMY MATCHPLAY GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS

and effectively ended the match there and then, Inter-Corps Plate
Championship winners 2007 . A great way to end what had been
a really good week - the development of the younger players and
the spirit amongst the players was a joy to see and is the envy of
many other Corps.

The Corps B team of Pete Stowell, Rab Young, Paul Bosher,
Nige Brennan, Billy Blackmore and Paul Dickinson teed off at
7.30 am and put up a brave fight against a very impressive RLC
side. The A team of Mick Cowie, Rob Hare, Phil Dye, Rob
Gibson, Chris Cullington and Pete Sochon made an impressive
start with a good win over the Gunners A Team. The afternoon
saw the A team in a tough match against the AGC A, while the B
team played the Musicians of CAMUS, matches they both
managed to win.
'.riday morning again started early for the B team as they teed off
in their plate semi-final against the Infantry B team; this proved to
be a bit of an epic as matches swung one way and then the
other. The game was finally settled with one match heading off to
extra holes! The A team by this stage were involved in their own
battle, in the semi-final of the main competition with REME A.
Very tight all the way, although Mick Cowie and Pete Sochon
had good wins, we lost both matches that went to extra holes
allO\_.,.ing the REME A team to scrape through. For the B team a
humed lunch saw them line up against the RA in the plate final.
Another impressive performance by Paul Dickinson in match 1

masses and the Corps side will visit Hereford on 1O October
(Pete Armour Memorial game) and York, for a mid season trg
camp 10/11 January 08. The season will conclude, as it did this
year, with a trip to Cyprus and the Akrotiri 1Os in June 08.
Looking further ahead the Corps will tour New Zealand in the
summer of 2009, so there is much to look forward to.
Royal Signals Rugby is not a closed shop and if you think you are
up to being part of the Corps squad then please do not hesitate
to contact Capt Dave Coffey (94385 5261) or SSgt Lee Franc is
(94451 2235). Skill on the pitch can be taught and improved,
what we really need is commitment.
Some key dates for the diary are as follows:
10 October Pete Armour Memorial game.
17 October AMS v R SIGNALS
14 November APTC v R SIGNALS
5 December R SIGNALS v AAC
16 January R SIGNALS v INT Corps
20 February RAC v R SIGNALS
14 March Corps 7s.
Corps rugby is on the up, but to ensure that we continue to make
progress we need your support. Whether it's playing, providing
players or simply shouting from the touchline your support is key.
More information can be found at:
www.royalsignalsrugby.co.uk

CORPS FOOTBALL
MASSEY TROPHY WINNERS 4 TIMES IN 5 YEARS AND 5
TIMES CONSECUTIVE WINNERS OF THE QUADRANGULAR
TOURNAMENT - by Maj Tommy Steele
The Corps has managed to maintain its position as the premier
side in all competitions this yecir and indeed has bettered its
achievements of last year, by winning the inaugural Woolwich
Cup with a thrilling 7 - 2 victory over the Inf at Larkhill on 4 May
07.
Corps football continues to go from strength to strength and
there has been e-ven more success to report, in the shape of
3(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt who 1on the Army Challenge Cup
Final by beating 5 Scots by 2 - O and also the Jubilee Cup by
beating both the RAF and Navy Cup Winning sides. The Corps
have never had a more successful season!

MASSEY TROPHY I WOOLWICH CUP
The season started with a comfortable 4 - O win against the AMS
in Blandford at the end of September 06 but although the score
looked comfortable the AMS were very competitive. They were
only one down with 15 mins to play when they simply ran out o
steam and our supenor fitness shone throug , as 1e scored 3
goals inside the las 0 m ris.
vas good or
e3
points in the bag and more u-·nntvt~,.,
played. prior ·o
the •.•f,,nnlWW"'1'1

The game
Corps easeo
margin eot.. d a
several c ances t at
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consecutive weeks, starting on 27 October 06 against the RLC.
Traditionally this has been a 'blood and guts' affair where we
have to match the RLC physically before we have any chance of
playing to our strengths. The referee struggled to control the
RLC's strong handed tactics off the ball. When we were allowed
to play football. we passed the ball quickly a~d our movement on
and off the ball made them look ordinary. With the score at 2 - 1
at half time. we were well on top but had to push on and get a
3rd goal to kill "he game off. This we did before the RLC grabbed
a late consolation goal. The final whistle went and we were
relieved to hava no injuries as well as a well-earned victory.
The next game against the Inf was very much a game of two
halves. The first half was awful and ended goalless and while the
second half wasn't much better, we managed to score 3 goals to
their 1. What was becoming apparent was the fact that the Corps
was winning matches without really playing anywhere near to the
standards we have achieved in the past! This was a trend that
was going to continue throughout the season.
And so on to the quarter final of the Woolwich Cup against the
RA on their immaculate ground, 'Shrapnel Park'. The Corps
played well in patches and took the lead early on with an
excellent goal scored by Cpl 'Danny' Daniels. The Corps looked
comfortable and expectations were high but despite plenty of
possession, the RA managed to equalise with a goal that was
caused by poor defending. We regained the lead just before half
time with a well-taken header from Sig 'Geordie' Castledine. In
the second half, we managed to increase our lead to 2 goals
when LCpl 'Jay' Bates scored. Then the RA got one back late
on and made for an interesting last few minutes. Nevertheless,
we were through!
The final 2 games of the 5 in a row were to prove disappointing
as points were dropped in the league for the first time this
season. We found ourselves back at 'Shrapnel Park' for the
league fixture against the RA and this time the Corps were not so
fortunate. The RA played some excellent football and they were
determined to avenge their cup defeat. With only 5 mins to go,
they were 2 - o in front. The rain was lashing down sideways and
the wind was gusting across the pitch. Time was running out but
the Corps suddenly realised that there was a glimmer of hope
when LCpl 'Mark' Hankey got one back and suddenly the
Gunners were looking for the Referee to sound the final whistle.
This spurred us on and with every player giving their all, LCpl
Hankey popped up in the box to grab an unlikely equaliser. The
players and the management were ecstatic. With seconds to
spare, LCpl Hankey thought he had the winner only to see his
effort smash against the opposing defender, when it looked odds
on he was going to score. A well-earned draw in spectacular
circumstances!
The final game of the 5 in a row was against the RE in Chatham.
Although we had beaten them in the Woolwich Cup, we could
take nothing for granted and we tore into them in the first half
playing the best football by far of the season, Sgt 'Stevo'
Stephenson scored 2 superb goals, only for the Sappers to get
one back with a real fluke of an own goal. The Corps pressed
forward and increased their lead to 3 - 1 with another fine goal by
LCpl Hankey. Then the referee failed to give an obvious penalty
and subsequently failed to send a player off when 'Hanks' was
clean through on goal. Instead he gave a free kick outside the
box and the player escaped with a booking - certainly an
injustice! The Corps were well on top however and the goal tally
should have been higher. The talk at half time was extremely
positive but nothing was to prepare us for what was to happen in
the second half. The Sappers scored 3 times in 7 mins to take
the lead with all 3 goals down to shocking defending. Sometimes
putting the ball into Row Z is the best thing to do, instead of
trying to take a man on at the edge of the penalty area. Sgt
Stephenson managed to equalise, to complete his hat trick, but
was unlucky to miss a penalty late on when he had a chance to
take the points. Very much 2 points dropped and so onto our
next game and the last of 2006 against the REME at Borden .
This was to prove to be one game too many and our unbeaten
run of 22 matches in 18 months came to an end. We never really
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recovered from a shocking first half performance against a
mediocre REME side and although we only lost by a single goal,
the manner of the defeat was purely down to one and all!
The start of 2007 saw the return fixture against the AMS at Ash
Vale and the Corps ran out comfortable winners by 3 - 0. A 2
month break until March saw the Corps side back in action with
back-to-back games at Deepcut against the RLC in the Woolwich
Cup Semi-Final followed by the re~urn league ~ixt~re. The
Woolwich Cup Semi-Final was a vigorous affair with both teams
eager to progress in to the final. Back t.o winning ways, the
Corps won a tightly contested match with Sgt Stephenson and
Sig Talbot scoring the goals to take the Corps through. Worthy of
mention is the save made by LCpl 'Richie' Cunningham that
kept the score line at 1 - 0, when AMS should have equalised.
The next Friday saw the Corps back at Deepcut to play the return
league match having already beaten them twice in the seas~n.
Sadly it wasn't to be 3 times as the Corps went down 2 - 0 in a
game where we could not fault the ~layers, let alone. ex.plain the
result. When things go against you in football , there 1sn t a lot you
can do about it! We dominated the game from start to finish and
had plenty of chances but the ball would just not go in, they had
2 chances and both of them found the back of the net! Our 2nd
defeat in 2 years!
The next 2 games were against the Inf and they were both hugely
important. First the return league fixture at Pirbright, where the
Corps had to win to stay in the hunt for honours at the end of the
season. What a game it proved to be with the score level at half
time at 1 - 1, but it was vital that we got the win and the 3 points.
The Inf controlled extended periods of the second half and the
Corps were very much looking second best but all you need is
one chance and with almost the last kick of the game, the
Skipper popped up to score a dramatic winner, that sent
.
everyone wild, both on the pitch and the sidelines. We were still
in the running for the league title.
The very next week was the Woolwich Cup Final against the
same opposition. The Gunners were hosting the inaugural final at
Shrapnel Park. The pitch was immaculate and was fit for any
final. The Inf were angry at their defeat last week and with a
young side they were determined to gain revenge and win the
Trophy. The Corps started the game well and looked in good form
with some excellent short passing and movement across the
pitch. Soon, chances coming our way with Cpl 'Danny' Daniels
and LCpl Bates going close when they should have scored.
After 25 mins, the game turned their way and with their first real
spell of possession, they forced a corner on the left and scored
from it to take the lead. The half time team talk was very relaxed
as we had been playing well and the boys knew what they had to
do in the second half. Sure enough the second half was only
mins old, when we managed to equalise in slightly bizarre
circumstances with Sgt Stephenson forcing an error from their
defence. The game ebbed and flowed and the Corps were
looking the more likely to go on and take the game by the scruff
of the neck but again the tide turned with the Inf once again
taking the lead with a goal on 70 mins. We pushed on for the
equaliser which meant we were leaving gaps at the back and the
Inf had several chances to clinch the Cup but with some excellent
goal keeping by Cpl 'Ads' Pinchback and some poor finishing,
the Cup still within our grasp. With barely mins to go before the
final whistle, we equalised with a fine goal by LCpl Bates, which
sent the match into extra time. The Inf looked absolutely
shattered and their body language told the story - they were on
their last legs. As the Corps oozed confidence in extra time, it
wasn't long before we took the lead, when Sig Talbot broke
through to put the ball beyond the advancing keeper and scored
a fine goal. Soon after that, the Skipper scored a wonder goal
when he received the ball near the edge of their penalty area,
controlled the ball, looked up and struck the ball over the keeper
into the top right hand corner of the net. With the score at 4 - 2,
surely the Cup was ours. However there was a final twist a few
minutes later, when Sig 'Danny' Haley was sent off for persistent
dissent. Suddenly the Inf saw a chance and upped their game but
we found more space and time and scored 3 further goals from
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Cpl 'Wes' O'Connor, Sig 'Scouse' McGhee and a 2nd by LCpl
Bates to complete a fantastic win! To win the inaugural Woolwich
cup was a tremendous achievement and an honour well deserved
by a special bunch of players who represent the Corps.
QUADRANGULAR TOURNAMENT

desperate goal keeping. The final whistle came and the rest is
history! Five times consecutive winners of the Quadrangular
Tournament, winners of the Massey Trophy for the 4th time and
also the winners of the Woolwich Cup! What a season, what an
achievement, unbelievable!!
The Corps won the following trophies:

And so to the business end of the season, the Quads! Nothing
but 3 wins would be enough for us to win the Massey Trophy. A
tall order but one we have achieved once before in 2002/03 when
we comfortable won all 3 matches at Blandford! Our first match is
always against the RE and everything was at stake, a loss to the
RE would almost certainly hand the league to them on a plate.
Having played out a 4 - 4 draw earlier in the season, when we
should have beaten them easily, we were confident that we could
win this game. And so it proved with an excellent all round
performance that sent a message that we right back in the hunt
tor the title. After competing with the Sappers physically for 20
mins, we earned the right to play and soon started to get the ball
on the floor and pass the ball to feet. With our speed, touch and
movement, we were soon in the ascendancy. Goals by LCpl
Bates and the Skipper put the Corps 2 - 0 up at half time and
comfortably in the driving seat. The Sappers got one back after
15 mins of the second half to remind us that the game was not
over and soon after, the game was sealed when LCpl Bates
scored the 3rd to gain a comprehensive win. Perhaps not
reflected in the score line, the manner of the performance was
outstanding!
I must make mention of the Man-of-the-Match, LCpl 'Wee Man'
Rizza, whose performance was simply superb. He covered every
blade of grass on the pitch, broke up their play, tackled like a
man possessed and passed the ball to start most of our attacking
play! Now level on points with the RE and having played the
same number of games it was all to play for!
The Gunners have improved so much over the years and this
season they had pushed us all the way. We were expecting a
hard match and so it proved to be. In the first half, both teams
played some excellent football and the Gunners nearly took the
lead after 30 mins with a fine strike on the right hand side of the
box that Cpl Pinchback managed to save at the foot of the post.
With only seconds to go before half time, the Corps talisman Sgt
Stephenson broke away down the right side and scored a fine
goal to put make it 1 - 0 at half time. The second half started and
the expected pressure by the RA just did not materialise and so
the Corps took complete control and played some exquisite stuff.
The confidence was high and the team expressed themselves
with almost total football. They retained possession of the ball for
long periods and made incisive attacking moves that simply left
the RA with a problem they couldn't resolve. The Skipper made it
2 - 0, a penalty by Cpl 'Wes' O'Connor and a 4th by LCpl 'Dan'
Haley completed a 4 - O rout!
The last game against the REME was for football purists - two
teams who play the game on the floor with fast movement and
incisive attacking play. Having beaten us earlier in the season, the
REME were confident of repeating their win and we were
determined to avenge that defeat. We had the incentive that if
we won the match, the Massey Trophy and the Quadrangular
Tournament would be ours. An expectant crowd saw the Corps
open the game at a terrific pace and we were soon on top. After
23 mins, we took the lead with a fabulous move from the back.
The ball was passed into the feet of Cpl O'Connor in central
midfield from the right back position and he in turn beat one man
and knocked the ball over the top of the REME defence for Sgt
Stephenson to outpace the defenders and run on and slot the
ball home. Two mins later further pressure from us earned a
corner, from which LCpl Bates powered a fine header home to
make the score 2 - 0. With a 2 goal lead , the team were almost
there but alas the REME got one back very much against the run
of play to make the score 2 - 1 at half time. The second half was
a case of both sides missing excellent opportunities. The REME
strikers blazed high and wide on 2 occasions and failed to make
the keeper work. At the other end, we had 3 one-on-ones with
the keeper and were foiled on each occasion with some
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Massey Trophy
Quadrangular Tournament
Woolwich Cup
Cowan Cup
Boyne Cup
Played 12. Won 8. Drew 2. Lost 2
Goals: For 30 Against 16
The end of season celebrations saw LCpl Rizza receive the
Players' Player of the Year award and Sgt Stephenson bag the
Manager's Player of the Year award as well as the 'Golden Boot'
award for the Top Scorer in the Massey Trophy!
My sincere thanks for another fantastic season go to Capt 'Rich'
Bell, SSgt 'Deano' Baughen, SSgt(YofS) 'Joey' Collins and the
team captain Sgt Stephenson, but in particular I'd like to pass
on my sincere gratitude to every single player who has
represented the Corps side this season, topping this will be more
difficult then ever!
THE SIGNALLER CUP - by Maj Tommy Steele
30 SIGNAL REGIMENT TRIUMPH IN THRILLING FINAL
The Signaller Cup Final was held in Blandford on 23 May 07
between last year's beaten finalists 21 Sig Regt and 30 Sig Regt,
previous finalists in 2002 and 2003 - whatever the result a new
name was going to be engraved on the Trophy. 21 Sig Regt
reached this year's final by beating 10 Sig Regt, 16 Sig Regt on
penalties and 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt in the semi-final by 2 0. 30 Sig Regt reached the final by beating 2 Sig Regt, 11 Sig
Regt and finally reached the final by beating 39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig
Sqn by 3 - 2 , in a very close match.
The final was held on the first day of the Morrison Cup this year
and the weather in Blandford was absolutely glorious - blue
skies, sunshine and a very light breeze. The match started at a
frenetic pace and it was very clear then 21 Sig Regt wanted to
take the initiative and catch 30 Sig Regt cold and that's exactly
what happened. No sooner had the referee blown his whistle for
a few free kicks in the middle of the park, both teams seemed
anxious to stamp their authority on the game, the ball was lofted
over the top of the 30 Sig Regt defence for Sig Zanone to run
clean through. With the keeper advancing, he calming lobbed
him to make the score 1 - 0 for 21 Sig Regt with only 4 mins on
the clock. In the next 5 mins, 21 Sig Regt piled on the pressure
and the feeling on the sidelines was that they were going to
dominate the match and a one sided game was feared. Twice the
ball broke for them in the 30 Sig Regt box but by the skin of their
teeth, 30 Sig Regt escaped further damage, keeping their goal
line intact.
Then 30 Sig Regt started to settle down and get back into the
game. Soon they were creating their own chances with Sig
'Geordie' Brookes going close twice, hitting the side netting
once and making the keeper scramble to stop a shot across the
face of the goal. Pressure was mounting and on 24 mins, Sig
'Disco' Evans danced thou;:ih 2 defenders on the right hand side
of the box and with only the keeper to beat, blasted the ball high
and wide. However it wasn't long before 30 Sig Regt got their
chance and in the very next minute, LCpl 'Ginga' Mansell took
the ball into the penalty area and with the keeper advancing, he
pushed the ball passed him only to be fouled by the keeper. A
penalty was given. The Referee was sensible and only booked
the keeper as the ball was going well away from the goal. Up
stepped Sig Latham to calmly score, to make it level at one a
piece.
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21 Sig Regt were rattled but the next chance came their way
when the ever dangerous Sig Zanone was put cle~n through but
he put his shot wide of the post. This spurred 30 Sig Re~t o~ and
they started to dominate the midfield with Sig Latham dictating
things and with some strong tackling, great.ball control and some
excellent incisive passes, he was really putting 21 Sig Re~t under
severe pressure. It told when with 3 very quick passes, Sig .
Evans was put though and made no mistake this time, smashing
the ball in .o the right hard corner of the net to make the score 2 1 to 30 Sig Regt. Half timE' couldn't come quick enough_ for Capt
'Dave' Mitchell, manager of 21 Sig Regt, as the o~po~1t1on
looked like increasing their lead before half time with S~g
Brookes crossing hard and low into the box only for Sig Evans
to fire wide. Just before the whistle, there seemed to be ~ope for
21 Sig Regt when Sig Zanone found himself clear but with the
keeper to beat, he hesitated and the keeper swooped at his feet
to gather the ball. The half time whistle went soon after.
The second half started with 30 Sig Regt looking to catch 21 Sig
Regt cold; almost a reverse of the start of the .first half and the~
did very well to keep out Sig Latham twice with 2 good saves,
the second with the aid of the post! 30 Sig Regt were running .

ball into the top right hand side of the net to make the score 3 1. That goal had been coming and 21 Sig Regt could have
complaints. On 75 mins, 30 Sig Regt made 1t 4 - 1, when a fine
move started by Sig Latham saw LCpl Mansell coolly slot home.

n?

To their credit 21 Sig Regt never gave in and could have scored
another but Cpl Osborn in goal again foiled Si~ Zanone. _
The 1.ast
real effort worthy of mention was when LCpl Bickerton tned his
luck from even further out and his 40 yard attempt had the keeper
worried up until the ball cleared the bar by a .whisker! The final
whistle went and 30 Sig Regt were worthy w1~ners and g?t ~old
of the Signaller Cup for the very first time. Twice beaten finalists ,
21 Sig Regt can be extremely proud of their performance and
should remember that this year's winners have bee.n beaten
finalists twice before winning the Cup .... ..perhaps 1t might be
their year in 2008!
Mr Brian Le Breton presented the Man of the Match award to
Sig Latham , who thoroughly deserved the accola~e for an
excellent all round performance! The SOinC(A), Bng Thom.as'.
kindly presented the prizes and the Signaller Cup to the Winning
Captain of 30 SR.

fue~owb~~fu21S~Regtoo~a~-a~l;b:e~~~n;d~,t;h~ey~w~e=re~st=ill~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
in the game and after 51 mins, they
"'
had a claim for a penalty when Sig
MaGee raced into the box to be
shoulder charged off the ball by a
defender. The Referee waved away
the claims and rightly so!
30 Sig Regt started to pepper the
opposition goal and chances were
coming thick and fast. Cfn Haines
ran on to a ball over the top of the 21
Sig Regt defence but his well struck
shot failed to beat the keeper. Sig
Brookes fired an excellent left foot
volley just over the right angle of the
goal; Sig Latham was foiled by the
keeper twice; LCpl Mansell went
close and LCpl Bickerton tried his
luck from 30 yards which worried the
keeper. All these chances were being
wasted and 21 Sig Regt still had hope
but it was soon to be extinguished
when in the 72nd minute, Sig Latham
won the ball in midfield, passed
skilfully to Sig Brookes who in turn
beat 2 defenders and firmly struck the

The Racing Team are now preparing for the start of the new

- by Maj Mel Rayner, Corps Secretary

2006/2007 has been a good season for Royal Signals
Orienteering with successes at Div, Army and Combined Services
level. Things got off to a good start with the Corps
Championships back in September 06. Well done to 11 Sig Regt
(Major Unit Winners), JSU Corsham (Minor Unit Winners) and HQ
AG Upavon (Ladies Winners). This acted as a good warm up for
the Inter-Corps Champs in November where the Men's Short
Course team (Maj Duncan Parkinson, Sgt Mark Ebanks, Sgt
Chris Langford and LCpl Andy Price) retained their title as the
Inter-Corps Champions for the 3rd consecutive year. The Men's
Long Course team (Maj Nick Bateson, Lt David Macklin, W01
Mark Emmerson, SSgt Andy Dobson, Cpl Jamie Ranson and
LCpl Tom Burke) were 4th and the Ladies Team (Lt Col Sarah
Street, Maj Mel Rayner, Capt Sarah Clifford and Cpl Stacy
Lyon) were 3rd overall.

At unit level 11 Sig Regt enjoyed an excellent season earning
much silverware. However HQ LAND proved to be their nemesis
ensuring that it was silver and not gold for 11 Sig Regt at the
Army Team Championships, the Army Team Nights and the Div
Team Championships and the Div League. 11 Sig Regt have
nurtured a lot of new talent over the season and have encouraged
numerous soldiers in trg to get out and give it a go.

The triumphant winners of the Signaller Cup - 30 Signal Regiment with the Trophy

ROYAL SIGNALS WINDSURFING RANKS SWELL AT ARMY
WINDSURFING CHAMPIONSHIPS
July saw 1O members of the Corps attend the Army Windsurfing
Championships held at Hayling Island during the week 9 - 13
July. The Corps was well represented across all disciplines, with
competitors travelling from all over the UK and Germany to take
part and we had the largest contingent of any of the other Regts
or Corps - a sign that things are looking up. Six Novice sailors
entered the Novice Section of the competition with success for
Sig AJ Apao (7 AB Sig Sqn) who finished 3rd overall in the Novice
category. LCpl Dave Wilson (7 Sig Regt) put in a splendid
performance and looked at one stage as if he was going to run
away with the competition, but a high swell and stiff winds on the
Day 3 got the better of him. Sig Jack Frost (7 Sig Regt) and
Arran Chinn (7 Sig Regt) both fought hard to overcome some
very difficult sailing conditions and mastered the art of the Grand
Prix Beach Start - eventually! Sig Kado (7 Sig Regt) realised on
the last day that he had entered the Army Windsurfing
Championships by mistake, hence the reason he had spent most
of the week swimming after his kit. The novice competition was

a significant achievement for the 6 sailors, who had only recently
learnt to stand on a board at the Dumersee Yacht Club, an inland
lake not affected by tidal flow and the shore break found at
Hayling Island. As well as learning about the art and fun to be
had whilst racing, some excellent instruction was given to
improve skills and technique by Jon Metcalf the Army
Windsurfing Trainer.
The Corps Team entered the Inter-Corps and Army Team event,
finishing 3rd overall in the competition and in the Inter-Corps
Series event which has been held over the whole year. This is a
significant a~hievement considering the team has had some of its
members deployed on ops for part of the year and who have
missed some races altogether. Capt Bert Curtin (DE&S}
.
managed a fantastic result finishing 2nd in the Inter-Corps senes
and a very creditable 7th overall in the Championships. Sgt Rob
Hickley (39 Bde Sig Sqn) and Cpl Rob Spence (RSS) both
finished in the top 1O whilst Maj John Fradley (7 Sig Regt) spent
most of the week threatening to retire from racing and assisting
with the Novice training and competition . This event was the
culmination in the year's activity, which has seen Corps
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season in September with high hopes of making ground on the
REME and RLC and with much emphasis being placed on
nurturing the novice fleet. Should you be up for a challenge and
want to spend time out of work on a sunny beach whilst others
are working, please feel free to contact Maj John Fradley or
Capt Bert Curtin via the links on the web. We look forward to
hearing from you.

CORPS ORIENTEERING

Following on from the Inter-Corps, 3 of our runners represented
the Army at the Inter- Services (Maj Mel Rayner, Cpl Stacey
Lyon and Cpl Jamie Ranson) and 2 went on to represent the
Combined Services (Rayner and Ranson}.

CORPS WINDSURFING
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Windsurfing grow with the continued climb of the racing team up
the results board and the Novice sailors being introduced into the
sport and entering competitions. More information on what is on
offer including courses and competitions can be found at:
bttp://www.army.mod.uk/royalsiqnals/sailing/rsyc/windsurfing

Over in Germany, 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt pulled in some
strong unit resu lts both in the League and at the Team
Championships. Meanwhile, Lt Des McGuckian, 20 Armd Bde
HQ & Sig Sqn, was runner up in the BA(G} Male Individual
Championships.
Back in UK, the final league event took place in May and the
Summer Series, which is more for trg purposes than competition,
kicked off. The culmination of the season from a Corps
perspective was the Annual Trg Camp, Ex MERCURY COMPASS,
which took place in July in the Bordeaux area of South West
France alongside the French 5 Day Championships. The
Championship attracts competitors from all over Europe and a
few from further a field - in total approximately 4,000 men,
women and children running around in nylon!

A squad of 14 headed down to France for the week, a mixture of
tried and tested Corps runners and new blood looking to benefit
from the experience. Accn was basic in 4 fixed tents on a typical
French campsite near Carcans Lake and 3km from the Atlantic
Coast. Food was whatever you managed to cook and varied
significantly tent to tent! The weather varied from monsoon style
rain to perfect conditions to blistering sunshine and temperatures
soaring well beyond what is ideal for orienteering.
The orienteering itself was superb. Mile after mile of undulating
pine forests which requ ired concentration to avoid navigational
error. These forests were interspersed with sandy tracks, which
sapped the energy and were generally to be avoided at all costs.
The primary aim for all competitors was to achieve 5 scoring days
and avoid miss-punching and thus disqualification. This was
easier said than done considering there was in the region of 20
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Ex MERCURY COMPASS participants: Lt Nick James RA, Cpl
Padam Darlami, Capt Mark Bentley, Sig John Bisland, Lt Des
McGuckian, Capt Sarah Clifford, Maj Mel Rayner, W02 Bijay
Subba RGR, Maj Mel Hilton RLC, W01 Marl< Emmerson, Sgt
Steve Mallison, Cpl Jamie Ranson, Sgt Ritchie Hill

different courses out on the ground catering for the numerous
age categories competing. Most of our team got through with a
clean sheet!
The week produced some very encouraging results amongst
some stiff opposition. Most notable were Sgt Ritchie Hill, RSS,
who has gone from strength to strength throughout the season,
working hard on the skills and planners courses and on the
League events; France was where all the hard work paid off. Cpl
Padam Darlami, TM Tp BGSU, proved to be a bit of a dark
horse. His steady start to the week was overwhelmed by a
storming second half, ensuring that he was closing on Sgt Hill's
heels ·on the M21 Short Course. Capt Sarah Clifford also
topped off a strong season with a very commendable result on
the W21 Short Course. Encouraging results from Sig John
Bisland
and Sgt
Steve
Mallison
proved
that there
is talent
there to
develop
for the
future.
Corps
team
stalwarts
Cpl
Jamie
Capi Sarah Clifford cooling off after a race
Ranson
and Lt Des McGuckian got value for money on the M21 Long
Course with 50km plus of orienteering over 5 days. The final day
of competition was so hot that the IA drill on crossing the finish
line was to take off your boots and walk fully clothed into the
nearby lake, lie down and allow the cool waters to stop your head
from frying! Orienteering up hill, on sand in 30+ degrees was
hard work!
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A week of competition of this type is an excellent way to
consolidate all the experience and trg gained from a long season
of weekly league events and championships. Over the last 4
years the Corps has been to Lithuania (06), Switzerland (05),
Sweden (04) and France (03). Why not come and join us next
) ar.
1 he new season starts in mid September in UK and in Germany,
on both the mil and civilian net. UK Military League (South)
details can be found on www. baoc.ora.uk The website has a link
for the BA(G) league and for the East of England Services
League. The Military League (North) details can be found at
www.nacf.org.uk. All standards of orienteer are encouraged to
attend the league events as courses are laid on for novices as
well as experienced runners. The Corps Championdships 07/08,
which will be taking place in Herford, Germany, have moved from
the usual slot in September to late February/ early March to allow
units to get into the league before having to rally teams for
championships. Details to follow.
The location and date of next years Corps trg camp have not yet
been decided, but it will run alongside an overseas international
competition to ensure high quality trg. Details will be published
around Christmas time - keep an eye out and book early to avoid
disappointment. The orienteering in France was tough, but the
R&R on the beach in between was just about manageable!!
Go on, give it a go ........ .. ..run with your brain switched onl
ARMY ORIENTEERING CHAMPIONSHIPS - EX SMART
RUNNER SENNYBRIDGE - by CSgt Mike Vincent The RIFLES
The Army Team Orienteering Championships 2007 where held at
Sennybridge during the period 22 - 24 May 2007. The format for
the championship was a Spri nt 0 on Day 1, Team Relay on Day 2
and Team Harris Relay on Day 3. The event was organised by
Maj Smith and planned by Maj (Retd) M Drummond
11 Sig Regt's Team finally set off after a heated negotiation with
the QM to secure the release of our 7th and vital team member.
After a long and winding journey, we eventually arrived in
Sennybridge Trg Camp and settled in to the accn . That evening
we all set our sights on the Sprint 0 which was laid out around
Camp. Under the watchful eye of Cpl Jamie Ranson, the
novices, namely the Ladies Team and the under 25s (U25) Male
Team, were given some expert tuition on how to orienteer around
the course. This was needed as both Teams had limited or no
experience of running an orienteeri ng course, let alone one at the
Army Championships. With that in mind, the teams set off to
complete the course and what an outstanding effort they made;
both young teams managed some very respectable results and
surprised themselves by enjoying the run. With night drawing in,
we set off for a well-earned drink and a brief by Capt Sarah
Clifford, our Team Captain before retiring for the night.
Day 2 arrived and we all set off to the SENTA Trg area for the
start of the Team Relay at X Range. The weather at the start was
not too promising, the mist and fog lingered most of the early
morning, and so driving through the trg area at 10 mph was
daunting enough, a typical example of weather at Sennybridge.
Luckily by the time we got to X Range, the sun had burnt off the
fog and the area was blessed with glorious sunshine for the day's
event.
Each Team Member was given a time slot and a different course
to run, but the course to the south of the area seemed rather hard
going due to the large hills to our flank. However the Individual
Team Member's prepared themselves for the task ahead and got
into the zone. Each team had 3 or 4 Members depending on the
entry class; the teams had been picked carefully to maximise
both speed and technique. The event took most of the day and
by the end it was apparent that 11 Sig Regt's A Team was leading
the Major Units, while the B Team was in 3rd place. The Ladies
Team and Male U25s also did extremely well coming 1st place in
their categories. In a joyfully mood the team made their way
back to Sennybridge to attend the AGM and the BBQ held that

440

. .· -- ... --- ... . .;.:..-- .:..·

.- "'·-: ·.. ,,_--= . .- . ·- . ·.....··..

. . ·....·.

.

evening. This also provided us with a spectacular display from
some Red Kites flying over the camp, while being bombarded by
the local crows, All in all a very eventful day.
Day 3 dawned and the prospect off trying to maintain the lead ,
especially with HQ LAND and Upavon Teams hot on our heels
was daunting. Having to vacate our rooms before our departure
to the trg area was a major ex in itself, especially for some Team
Members - not
mentioning any
names (they know
who there are!)
With the minibus
loaded we set off
in good spirits to
the new location
northeast of
Dixie's Corner. On
arrival we set up
camp, had a
quick brief from
Cpl Ranson on
the format of the
Harris Relay, a
somewhat
complex method
................i..:.:~.-.._;.___,ta..~~~~~~~--' of team
CSgt Mike Vincent making a splash
orienteering. Brig
Hargreaves,
Chairman of the AOA, spoke briefly about the day's event and the
Army Championships and led a minute silence for the loss of a
great Army Orienteer Maj Nick Bateson who is sadly missed by
the team.
The time came for the teams to prepare for the off and to divide
up the controls from the map. Once the individual Team Members
were happy that they knew which controls to collect, they went
their separate ways around the course, hoping not to miss a
contact along the spine, as would mean disqualification. The
course was long, hard and challenging with just a few forestry
blocks to visit and valleys to cross. Some Team Members had
longer to go and more controls to visit because of their
experience and speed, but all the Teams did brilliantly throughout
the day. Unfortunately HQ LAND's A Team just had the better of
our A Team on this occasion . Our U25s impressed us by once
again beating the other 2 teams from the RA. The ladies, being
the only entry under that category came first.
When the time came for the overall championship prize giving,
there was no indication of who was where on the leader board as
both Day 2 and Day 3 scores were combined. Sadly, it was
confirmed that HQ LAND had just beaten us to the 1st place spot
we were hoping for but we managed a respectable 2nd place
with runners-up medals while the Ladies and under 25's where
presented with their 1st place medals. Not bad going and a great
result to finish off a very successful season. I must mention how
proud we are of both the Ladies and Male U25 teams who
showed dedication, energy and zest for the whole competition
and we look forward to seeing more of them next season.
I must also thank Capt Mark Bentley who helped the team
overcome many shortfalls during the season. Thank you and
good luck in the new job!
ATeam

BTeam

Sgt Richie Hill
Cpl Jamie Ranson
Sgt Mark Ebank
Maj Haddow

Capt Sarah Clifford (Team Capt)
Capt Mark Bentley
CSgt Mike Vincent

Ladies Team

Male Under 25s Team

SSgt Angie Ghale
Sig A Mcinnes
Sig K Robinson

J Withers
Sig Fab Tucker
Sig D Grieve
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Patron: HRH The Princess Royal
President: The Master of Signals
Chairman: Brig NF Wood

Mr Peter Cuckow
Tel: 01258 482090

Association Office
RHO Royal Signals
Blandford Camp
Blandford Forum
Dorset
DT11 BAH
www.army.mod.uk/royalsignals

Welfare Secretary
Tel (miQ (9)4371 2089
Tel (civ) 01258 48 2089
Email: welfare@royalsignals.mod.uk
Membership Secretary
Tel (mil) (9)4371 2090
Tel (civ) 01258 482090
Email: rsa@royalsignals.mod.uk

General ~ecretary and Treasurer: Lt Col (Retd) CP Conlon
Assistant General Secretary: Maj (Retd) IN Greig
Welfare Secretary: Miss L Rowley
Membership Secretary: Mr PJ Cuckow

Maj(Retd) Ian Greig
Tel: 01258 482082

Branch news. Mrs Liz Cahill has been appointed Secretary of
the 31 Sig Regt Assn. Liz can be contacted on: 0208-941 9889 or
e-mail; lcahil2@rbksch.org
Corps Memorial. A huge thank you goes to all those members
who have kindly sent in donations towards the appeal for a new
Corps Memorial at the National Arboretum at Alrewas, Staffs. As
at 3 September, £3157.26 had been donated from individual
members, with a further £5795.00 donated or pledged from RSA
Branches and those Associations affiliated to the RSA. The
memorial has been ordered and a local contractor commissioned
to carry out the installation work. It is hoped to hold an official
unveiling in the spring - details to be announced.
Field of Remembrance. The Field of Remembrance at
Westminster Abbey will be opened by Her Majesty The Queen at
.1~ OOhrs on Thursday 8 November. All members are welcome to
101n the Chairman RSA at the Corps plot. Please be there by
1030hr.s and have proof of identity ready, in case requested. The
RSA will have poppy crosses planted in the plot, but individuals
are welcome to add their own in memory of loved ones.
Corps Carol Service. All serving and former members of the
Cor~s (pius their families) are invited to attend the Corps Carol

Service to be held at St Stephen with St John Rochester Row
Westminster starting at 1800hrs on Thursday 13 December. '
Reunion. Photos of the 2007 RSA reun ion can be viewed on the
RSA website; www.army.mod.uk/royalsiqnals/rsa click on
"Reunion 2007".
New Life Members. We welcome the following recently enrolled
members;
Rank/Name

Service

Sig Michael Linley
Sgt Ray Veal
W01 Andy Maylett
Cpl Justin Arundel
SSgt Huw Evans
Sig Bradley King
Sig Lee Carter
Sig Gordon Panitzke
LCpl Brian Owen
Cpl Jason McBain
SSgt Dean Wilson
LCpl Tony Rushton
Sig Darren Greatbatch

1966-77
1942-47
1988-date
1983-94
1979-02
1989-96
1977-85
1961 -65
1959-61
1996-00
1990-05
1962-67
1986-96
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Branch/unit

LCpl Robin Palmer
W02 David Street
Sig John Shea
LCpl Barrie Lee
Sig Robbie Capron
SSgt Dave Baddeley
Cpl 'Fred' Kirkpatri ck
Sig Colin Avery
Sgt John Connolly
Sgt Jim Garrett
LCpl Tony Windle
Sgt Jim Dean
LCpl Clive Turner
Sig J ohn Hammond
LCpl Ray Patrick
Cpl Andy Clewes
Sig Lucien Salama
W02 Steve Cheny
W02 Rob Atherton
Sgt Mick Tat e
Cpl Paul Ackland
W01 Angus MacPherson
LCpl .Ian Milne
Cpl Phil Green
Sgt Ernest Russell
Cpl Carl(Radar) Noott
Maj Jon Duckworth

1975-88
1991-date
1942-44
1951-53
2001-06
1989-01
1974-88
1976-86
1997-date
1957-81
1991 -06
1978-98
1962-72
1948-50
1956-58
1983-00
1943-47
1980-03
1985-date
1970-94
1986-97
1983-07
2002-07
1990-date
1965-79
1978-07
1977-date

W01 Steve Moore
Sig Roy Langford
Sgt John Beach
SSgt Bryan Brown
Sig Len Holland
Sig John Brown
Sgt John Johnston

1984-07
1955-56
1965-96
1995-07
1945-48
1954-56
1963-78

From the estate of John W Mills QC
Frank Stockdale in memory of his dear wife,
Margaret
From the estate of Keith E Haycock
From the will of Kathleen EO Westwood MBE
in memory of her father James W Eldridge,
who served 1905-27.

RAF Digby

Preston/B'burn
Preston/B' Burn

OUOTC

Canadian
Comms School
ASS

£2,000.00
£200.00
£200.00
£5000.00
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Certa Cito Lodge
Jean Rollinson "thank you for welfare support"
R Waldron
Col 0 Halstead
Col J Watt
In memory of Lt Col EJ Larner cheques totalling
From the will of Mr Keith Riley
Herford Officers' Reunion Dinner
John Parfitt

£20.00
£40.00
£20.00
£20.00
£28.00
£205.00
£500.00
£100.00
£15.00

up a stall to recruit new members. We had the Branch Standard
on display with of course the trophy awarded to Bill McNamara,
the Branch Standard Bearer, at the Blandford re-union. Over the
course of the 2 days many ex-Royal Signals visited the Branch
display and expressed an interest in joining. It is hoped that they
all will contact the Branch and swell our numbers.

[

At the annual Blandford Reunion, Fred Bridges again did us
proud, carrying our Standard on church parade. Jane Knight
marched with the column. An outstanding feature of the parade
was the presence of veterans of the Falklands campaign. The
sight of them leading the parade was emotive, their turnout
impeccable and their drill faultless. A formidable body of men we have good reason to be proud of them!
Our visit to Kneller Hall was to the concert to celebrate the 150th
Anniversary of the formation of the Royal Military School of Music
by the Duke of Clarence. The evening commenced with our
customary picnic supper; a convivial gathering of members and
their friends. The weather favoured us and the concert was
enhanced by the performance of our Corps Band. A magnificent
firework display ended the evening.

LINCOLN BRANCH

Chairman
Secretary

Noel Moss
Mary Pagan

In June we visited Down House, the home of Charles Darwin,
where he produced his greatest literary work and where he lived
with his wife Emma for 40 years. Here was displayed much of his
collection from 5 years of expedition in HMS Beagle, a truly
impressive exhibition of information and interest. Having travelled
from Aldershot by coach we left Down House for a visit to
Squerrys Court, a house set in the Kent countryside. Here we
enjoyed a light lunch and walked in the grounds before returning
home.

That objective was fully achieved and the way in which they
presented themselves was a credit to their Corps.
We sincerely trust that similar visits will follow.

AlDERSHOT BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

of Signals in the eyes of members of the public, who rarely come
into contact with serving soldiers.

Mr Fred Patman
Maj(Retd)Derek Wood MBE

We are just about keeping our heads above water with a
dwindling membership; old age and distance to travel do not mix
or help. We have set up a Luncheon Club that has developed into
a very successful event. Fred Patman, our Chairman has found
a nice village public house situated in a village in the heart of
Lincolnshire as the venue.

Our set up at the Glasgow Show on Glasgow Green

GUERNSEY BRANCH
Living in Guernsey means that we are seldom able to make
contact with serving Army units so we were delighted when
members of the 39 Inf Bde HQ & Sig Sqn decided to visit
Guernsey to participate in the annual Liberation Day Celebrations
that mark the end of the German Occupation in May 1945.

Lincolnshire is a widespread rural county, therefore having the
meetings in the centre of the City in the home of the Lincolnshire
Regt's Sobraon Barracks, which although a well appointed
meeting place, has lost its appeal a little now that there are no
bar or refresh ments available. As a result, we are trying a new
meeting place, the village public house where we have out 3
monthly luncheon club meetings. This means a well staffed bar
and a meal or a sandwich for those who travel directly from work
to the meeting, always at hand.

The party comprised the Squadron Commander, Maj Colin Vaudin
and Lt Ashley Jeyes, both of whom come from Guernsey,
together with SSgt Tim Railey and 12 Sys Eng Techs. They were
accompanied by the Deputy Comd 39 Inf Bde, Col Wayne Harber
OBE, whose grandfather served with the Royal Guernsey Light
Infantry - so there was a strong Guernsey element.

GLASGOW BRANCH

On 17 July 2007, Branch Members made their annual visit to
Erskine Ex-Services Home to spend a social evening with the
residents. The evening went very well and was enjoyed by
residents and Branch Members alike. It was learned during the
course of the visit that there are 6 ex-Royal Signals resident
within the Erskine Home and another one resident on the East
side of Scotland, all in Erskine's care.
On the weekend of 28/29 July 2007, Members of the Branch,
ably assisted by Archie Cairns of 260 Sig Sqn Association,
attended the Glasgow Show held at Glasgow Green and as the
White Helmets were performing, it was an ideal occasion to set
442

Our new regular meeting place

The 39 Bde HQ & Sig Sqn visiting party

They involved themselves with local CCF trg, laid wreaths at war
graves, were guests at a Liberation Tea Party, attended the
Liberation Ball and marched with fixed bayonets in the Liberation
Day Parade.
For Guernsey Branch Royal Signals Association, the highlight was
a visit that we arranged to a German gun emplacement where,
after a detailed tour, they were given a Vin d'Honneur and
refreshments prepared by our ladies and a 'chef- oriented' male
member. The photograph shows our visitors at that site.
The declared objective of the visit was to establish links with
Guernsey and raise the profile of the Army and the Royal Corps
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It would be very interesting
to hear if any other Signals
Association throughout the
United Kingdom belongs to
a similar organisation, or is it
as we think a unique
organisation.

LExSA
The badge made for members of
the committee to wear

LIVERPOOL BRANCH
A CIVIC RECEPTION
Six members of the RSA Liverpool Branch awoke one morning to
find that a very official looking envelope had landed on their
doormats. The Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Cllr Paul Clark had
formally invited Aussie Graves, Frank Conlan, Bobby Taylor,
Colin Svenson, Jim Abbot and Steve Brisk to attend an Annual
Veterans Day on Wednesday 27 June 2007, where there would be
a Civic Drinks Reception and Buffet. However. our Chairman
Bobby Taylor was unable to attend as he was unavoidably
detained (not by the police on this occasion Ha-Ha-Ha). The
venue for such a prestigious event was the historic Town Hall.
The Town Hall was designed by John Wood, a famous architect
from Bath and the foundation stone was laid in 1748. The
supremely elegant building was opened in 1754.
The Muster RV was to be the Liverpool Arms Public House on
James Street. A little "Dutch Courage" was the order of th e day,
with samplings of the local ales. A short walk along South Castle
Street brought us into full view of the prominent Town Hall. We
also had the privilege of "christening" a new hip flask, complete
with 2 collapsible chargers brought along by Steve Brisk. A wee
dram of Grants each, purely medicinal of course, was a welcome
addition to the short stroll.

Several members attended the Final Rehearsal of the Sovereign's
Parade at the RMA Sandhurst, a visit arranged by Col Paddy
Verdon OBE. It was a fine day, the parade excellent and the
Commandant's address the best we had heard and one sure to
inspire cadets about to embark on their military career.

Members from Glasgow attended the Blandford Re-union.
Despite the inclement weather, the entire weekend was very
enjoyable. The organisers and all involved should be very proud
of the display put on and the way the entire weekend went. It
was well planned and executed . Several old comrades were
identified and met. Members from the Branch will attend the next
event hoping the weather will be more kind. Bill McNamara, the
Branch Standard Bearer won the Standard Bearer competition;
the second time for him to win this trophy.

Library pertaining t o the
history behind each name
on the memorial. Many
family members who visit
and have a member of their
family named on the
memorial find the
information in the books
interesting and they give an
insight into where the
soldier fell in battle.

We have a very successful Association of Associations Lincolnshire Ex-Services Association (LExSA) whose motto is
"Strength in Unity". It is an organisation made up of
representatives from Lincolnshire's Ex-Services Associations
assisted by other parties such as the County Council and the
Cathedral, plus representatives from the local Cadet Forces. We
meet every 3 months for the purpose of mutual support for our
common aims of comradeship, welfare for the living and respect
of our dead colleagues. We have as the President and head of
the RBL, Brig Johnny Walker; Chairman, Capt John Lee; Vice
Chair and head of the local ABF, Brig Barry Reeves. LExSA has
become a very powerful voice in the City and was instrumental in
getting the County Council to refurbish the Memorial in the Town
Centre that had deteriorated and was in need of much repair. It is
now as it should be, the pride of the Town Centre looking
immaculate once more and with each and every name once again
legible. Visitors are invited to look at the books held in the Town
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As we entered the Town Hall, memories came flooding back for
Frank Conlan as it was almost 25 years since he was last there
with his fam ily to be presented with his LS&GC, while serving
with 33 Sig Regt. During the Reception it was clearly evident that
old comrades were re- establishing old friendships with numerous
handshakes and introductions to forge new ones. At one point
the Assistant Chief Constable Helen King made a bee-line
towards Colin Svenson. Was it because she had seen his mugshot in the rogues gallery? Or might it have been that she had
recognised his Police LS&GC medal? Father John was seen to
be in fine spirit, as he mingled among the congregation. Jim
Abbot became our very own MaTtre-d', keeping us all well and
truly fed . At one point Father John had to relieve him of a loaded
food tray; he had become a little over-excited in his assignment.
As our carriages were being summoned, we declined an offer to
join a number of serving pers to continue the festivities in a
number of well known night clubs within the City Centre. We
hope they all had a well deserved drink and a good time.
Our thanks must go to The Lord Mayor of Liverpool, Cllr Paul
Clark and not forgetting the Staff from the Town Hall and the
Liverpool City Council for such an enjoyable event. It really was
grand occasion enjoyed by everyone.

d

Yet another very good time was had by all.
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t th Branch meeting it was proposed and passed that Maj
It will
ta:e so~e time for the Branch President Maj (Retd) Noel .
J h ton to fully hand over this job, which he has been doing
for many years. He has
dehvised the f tt·
rocedures as he went along and is now 1n t e process ~ pu ing
Ph
aper With Capt Ian Wolfe as Hon Sec, Debbre Wolfe
t
Jim Reilly in the Chair, his deputy Jackie
~~naldson, Car~le Cameron ~s Asst Sec, Maj (Retd) Denis
Gilpin as SIM and the 2 recent incumbents as a~~~e , ~have no
doubt the Branch can only become even more e 1c1en .

t~s~d~ B·I~ Nesbitt be appointed Branch Membership Sec.

MANCHESTER BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Ron Taylor
Harry Ferguson

The aranch 2007 season began in March with the Herforder
splin oar group travelling to Bannockburn for a weekend at the
King Robert Hotel, whose staff looked after us extremely ~el l. A
Sunday afternoon trip to the Trossachs was arrang~ . wh1c~ .
proved to be really interesting and informative despite the biting
wind.
In May, some Members attended a Sunday lun.c~time soiree at
Ardwick Barracks organised by MADLEA and ha1sed through
Terry and Muriel Heildren; although attenda~ ce was poor, we
were very well entertained by an excellent artiste.

1 was a guest of the Langeleben Reunion Club at their bi-annual
bash at the Avalon Hotelpark, Konigslutter in Lower S axo~y, a
lovely area of forest and heath land. During the week, v1s1ts were
made t o the Hartz mountains, the Volkswagen complex at .
Wolfsberg and the historic towns of Helmstedt and Brunswick.
My thanks to Secretary, Ernie Callaghan and members for a very
memorable week.
Feedback from Branch Members who attended the RSA weekend
at Blandford was, boozy and wet.
The Branch summer ball was held at the Hough End Centre on
Saturday 28th July and despite low attendance turned out to be a
surprisingly jolly evening. Guest of Honour was RSA Chairman,
Brig Nigel Wood and his charm in~ wife Wendy. ~n d both soon
got into the spirit of the evening with frequent v1s1ts to the dance
floor.
They were presented with a bouquet of flowers and a print of
Manchest er's Royal Exchange by Branch Chairman, Ron Taylor
and Secretary, Harry Ferguson. Ron also presented Brig Wood
with a contribution of £200 from the Branch to the Corps
Memorial Fund for the National Arboretum at Alrewas. The
evening also welcomed Capt Gerry Whelan, OC42 Sigs Sqn.
Our good wishes go to Member Brian Murphy's wife Jackie,
who as I write is about to undergo neurological surgery at Hope
Hospital, Salford. May she make a swift and complete recovery.
Our congratulations to Ron Taylor on his appointment as Justice
of the Peace and hope that the miscreants that are brought
before him hereafter find themselves in the stocks and pillory in
Stockport's Bear Pit.
For your diaries, the Christmas Dinner Dance will be on the 1st
Saturday in December.

NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH I
Chairman
Hon Sec

Mr J Reilly
Capt I Wolfe

Our Welfare Officer for a long time, John McAreavey had
indicated at the AGM that due to indifferent health, he felt he
could not carry on these duties. The thanks of the Branch must
go to John for carrying out the Welfare duties so conscientiously
for such a long time. Edgar McCall volunteered to carry out this
duty temporarily but again due to his ill health, this was short
lived and Carole Cameron, Asst Sec agreed to stand in for a
short while. At our last Branch meeting on Wednesday 1B July, it
was proposed that Capt (Retd) Ronnie McClatchey assume the
role of Branch Welfare Member. It was also proposed and
passed that Mr John Lucas be Asst Welfare Member. I am now
sure that the welfare of Branch Members will continue to be in
good hands.
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Other news to report is that we have introduced a branch tie. It is
in Corps colours, and incorporates 'Jimmy', and the 'Maiwand
Lion' to represent Reading. The lion is a large war memorial in
the centre of the town , and commemorates a previous, and
unsuccessful, incursion, into Afghanistan . Another lesson from
history!

e~~~~~asur~r

Once again 1 have to say how unfortunate it is t~at these notes
must be submitted 4 days before our next meeting s~ that
yth . g worth reporting will be 2 months old before 1t can be
an in
b
d.t. b f
reported in The Wire. So it will be the Decem er e 110.n e ore
we can report on the Speaker we will hav~ at our meeting or the
· ·t b Branch members before the meeting to Palace Barracks
VISI
y
II "S
th "
Memorial Garden. As they would say loca y ee you en
As always we issue an invitation to all serving and ex-members of
Royal Signals, Regular or TAVR and indeed ex-ATS/WRAC, who
were attached to Royal Signals, to join us at Clonaver TAVR
Centre, Belfast on the third Wednesday of each Month.

BEVERLEY EX-BOYS
ASSOCIATION
Chairman
Branch Secretary

SOUTH LONDON BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Doug Anderson
Steve Bland

Mr Mick Teague
Mr Tony Hull

During a weekend stay in Poole for a family occasion, John and
Doreen Cork paid a visit to the Branch Secretary, Tony and
Beryl Hull, on Sunday B July. John joined 6 (Boys) Training
Regiment in 1950 and went on to serve with the Corps until he
transferred to the Army Physical Training Corps in 1956, where he
eventually became a Maj.

30 July was the occasion of a visit to the Kenley Country Fair.
There were some very interesting displays and the weather,
although somewhat overcast, remained fairly dry.
Afterwards we went to Robert and Cynthia Fryer's home for and
excellent BBQ. They really made us very welcome and we turned
their lawn into an impromptu croquet green and although there
was not too much skill portrayed, there was a great deal of
hilarity.

READING BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Mrs Pauline Tennant
Lt Col (Retd) Hugh Nealon
Tony Hull and John Cork

The months of June and July have been a busy time for members
of Reading Branch. Assuming the weather this year would be
similar to last year; the Branch Committee went ahead and .
arranged our BBQ for mid June. All started off well, the cooking
was finished and the eating and drinking were well underway,
when the first raindrops started to patter on the gazebo's roof.
Our gallant crew huddled a little closer, and everyone continued
to enjoy the evening , no matter what the weather threw at us. A
foretaste of things to come perhaps. Our thanks '.11u~~ go to.our
hosts, for the evening, Lis and Hugh Nealon, for 1nv1t1ng us into
their house and garden and also to all those who contributed to
the catering. It all made for a very sociable evening, despite the
weather.
At the end of June, we had another gathering for an informal
dinner, arranged by our Social Secretary, Thelma Wakefield.
She is at her best in adversity and the pub chef presented her
with a few challenges. Nevertheless a good evening was had, by
all those that attended.
There were more challenges on the following weekend, for those
of us that travelled to Blandford for the Annual Reunion and no
doubt this event will be reported elsewhere in The Wire . Despite
the atrocious weather, the programme went ahead , apart from the
parachute drop and an enjoyable weekend was had by all branch
members who attended. Our congratulations must go to those
who took part in the arena events, despite the rain. Branch
.
Standard Bearer, John Mumford, found it was not his turn to win
the competition again this year, but came a creditable second. In
the monsoon-like conditions all the standard bearers did well.
Well done John.
Another regular event on our calendar is a visit to Kneller Hall,
and our Chairman led a small party there on 4 July. Inevitably the
music had an American theme, much to Paulina's chagrin .
However the weather stayed fine this time and our party
thoroughly enjoyed the evening . Also thoroughly enjoyable wa~
our visit to RMA Sandhurst, on B August, for the Commandants
Parade. This is the full dress rehearsal for the Sovereign's Parade
2 days later and on this occasion, although the sun shone, there
was a gentle breeze. Ideal weather, just for once, to enjoy the
music, the spectacle and the picnic afterwards, attended by a
number of RSA branches.
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Peter Benstead in deep concentration for the occasion,
supervised by his wife Sheila, Betty Charles, granddaughter
Victoria, Steve Bland and Doug Anderson

Not the Lord High Admiral but Robert Fryer supervising the food
distribution
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The morning of Sunday 15 July 2007 dawned cloudy but at least
it was not raining although many parts of the country were under
floods from the terrible weather we had been having. It was time
for the annual BESA Barbecue given by Tony and Beryl Hull in
their garden in Bournemouth. A large marquee type gazebo and
a hexagonal one had been erected which could seat up to 25
people, together with a small one for the bar. Eventually 23
people arrived and Tony, aided by Keith Andrews, got to work
with 3 barbecues. As some people were travelling quite long
distances, ex-Royal Signaller, Paul Cahill, who is Manager of the
Bridge House Hotel had offered a special rate for a room for the
night. Tony and Pat Hemstock from Aylesbury and Dick and
Adelaide Hurel from Esher took advantage of this offer.
Unfortunately Paul and his wife were unable to attend the event
due to the illness of one of their children. During the afternoon
some rain did fall but everybody stayed dry under the gazebos.
Among the guests were our newest Associate Member, Jimmy
Logan and his wife, Eve. Jimmy was the founder member of the
Poole Branch of the RSA. Dave Pegrum and his wife, Doreen,
also attended as they were staying in the area for a country and
western evening. We were also very pleased to see Terry and
Mel Poingdestre, as Terry has been suffering some bad health
lately. Despite the weather everyone enjoyed themselves.

Val James-Bailey, Eileen and David Pegrum with Jimmy Logan
and Peter Gray in the background
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BIRGELEN VETERANS
ASSOCIATION
Chairman
Secretary

Fred Searle
Cyril fraff) Harding

The Birgelen Veterans Association, which is affiliated t? the RS~,
Is open to all who served (regardless of cab badge) with 13th Sig
Regt and the former 1 Wireless Regt.
Formed in 2000 by Fred Searle, the Association now has over
400 members, located in all 6 continents of the world, (an? yes
they have attended/do attend our annual reunions). :me first
Reunion was in 2001 in Babbacombe, near Torquay in Devon and
all subsequent reunions with the exception of just one have been
held in the same location.
We are fortunate in having Maj Gen PAC Baldwin. CBE a~ our
President. The Gen Peter who commanded 13 Sig. Regt m 196771, was also the Adjt of 1 Wireless Regt in 19~1. Like many of us
General Peter and his wife Gail have never ~1ssed a reuni~n.
This is a real bonus, as the President's after dinner speech I~
always a winner and guaranteed to bring the house down - if only
one could remember all his jokes!
The success of the BVA annual reunion is in no small me~sure
due to the dedication, professionalism and sheer o':9ani~1ng.
ability of our Secretary, Cyril fraff) Harding , who with his wife
Kath ensures that everything runs like clockwork: We are ~lso
fortunate in having the assistance of a hard working committee.

M. k Scott had the bright idea to see if it was
After.42 yeahrs,ld icreunion dinner. Once he had got Clive Howells
possible to o a
·
t h d
.
d th organisation/work, the planning wen a ea .
involved, to 0 e
d 12 WAGS at
-s
The result was that 22 ex-troop members an
d"1
29 June _ not bad for a small troop and a
was had by all. Needless to say
42
xactly the same as they had 1n those Far
Years everyone Iooked e
East days! It now looks as though this will become an annua1

~~;;:~~ul ~~=~i~~

~fter

While you're there, if you are a former member, why don't you
sign up again and be reunited with old pals?

!

621 SIGNAL TROOP

621 SIGNAL TROOP 249 SIGNAL SQUADRON) 1963-1965

d k to those who were no longer with us and also
Toasts wte rfr~ rdusn A special toast was made to Taff Dunbar and
to absen 1en ·
.
t Id
·m to be at the next reunion. Ta1es were o
we now expec t h1
· s ·b L b"
about exploits in Brunei, Kuching, Tawau, Sena, I u, a is,
B tterworth Singapore and Thailand. Roger Thompson was
~od enou~h to take the photographs but was not clever enough
~o insert himself into the picture - however that could be an
advantage.
Our than ks go t o M ·ick Scott for the idea ' Clive Howells for
· the
work RDKT for the camera skills, Mike McCann for ensuring
that it all happened and Graham Jolly whose 249 web site made
the reunion possible.
No reunion would have been a success without some interlopers
in the form of Trevor Rayson and Sel~n Jones but at .least. they
brought a large quantity of Tiger beer with the~. If this is going
to become an annual event, then we need to find Snowy
.
Robertson, Colin Bishop, Les Dicker, Sammy Saunders, Mick
Little etc.

Name and Rank

Served Years

Died

Barnett - Sig JH Barnett
Barry - Maj FP Barry
Binns - LCpl DR Binns

1939/46
1927/67
1995/06

??106107
05/07107

Chettle - Capt J Chettle

1939/46

24/07/07

Clarke - Sgt JRW Clarke
1948/74
Claridge - Col GML Claridge1940/62
Corcoran - Capt M Corcoran1964/94
Cridge - Cpl MC Cridge
????/??

26/07/07
24/07/07
04/08/07

Crooker - Sig LE Crooker

1953/55

Fletcher - Col MJR Fletcher1938/73
Frame - J Frame
French - Capt WH French

From the left: Mick Davison (BM), Ted Banham (BM), Mick Scott,
John Shepherd, Jan Banham, Jack Wraith (OAM), Margaret
wraith, Harry Beresford, Ann Beresford (OM), Mary Forster, Trevor
Taylor, Peter Forster (OM), Stuart Toothill (OM), Brian North (BM),
Roger Fa/las (OM), Margaret Munro, San~r~ North,. Graham Jolly,
Frank Munro, Beryl Williams, Selwyn W11/1ams, Mike Mccann'.
Lynn Jolly, Roy Nicholson, Sylvia Fa/las, Tam Macdonald, Chns
Rayson, Trevor Rayson, Clive Howells (WM)

lW'.

OAM _ only average morse, AAM - above a.verage morse, OM outstanding morse, WM - what 1s morse?
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From the address
given by Mr Piers
Fletcher at the funeral
on 19 July 2007.

event.

The next reunion will be held at the Cavendish Hotel, Torquay .
from 12 -15 October 2007. Why not visit the BVA web site at.
www.birgelenvets.org/

FLETCHER - Col Michael JR Fletcher MBE died on 5 July 2007

????/??
1940/46

??/10/06

??/??107
??108107
05107107
??108107
09/07/07

Gilbert - Cpl BC Gilbert
1953/64
Greaves - Lt Col MQM Greaves
1958/81

27/06/07

Harrison - Sgt A Harrison
Hodgson - Maj BC Hodgson
Horton - D Horton
Jones - Maj (Retd) S Jones

??108107

1939/55
1955/78
1950/82

02/09/07
14/07/07
18/08/07
14/07/07

Keen - Sgt BR Keen

19??/07
1989/07

27/07/07

Page - Cpl AE Page
Pavey - Maj FJ Pavey
Peacock - Sgt B Peacock

????/??
1935/74
1948/64

13/09/06
11/08/07
29/03/07

Pound - Sig JA Pound

1947/49

??/02/07

Rhodes - Sig J Rhodes
1943/47
Saunders - Capt WL Saunders CBE
1939/46
Stirratt - LCpl BT Stirratt
1943/46

09/08/07

Thurley - W01 KR Thurley

02108107

1958/82

Walker - Maj N Walker
1945/82
Wood - Sgt KJ Wood
1944/55
Wotherspoon - Col IM Wotherspoon TD DL
1942/78

27/07/07
??/08/07
11/07/07
04/08/07
29/06/07
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Of course, at the
moment it's hard for
me to think of my
father without focusing
.......,.,.... -• on his final illness. As
far as that is
concerned I can say
that, however
frustrated he became
because of his
physical frailty, he
absolutely retained
both the sense of
humour and the deep
seated spirit of courtesy which lay at his core, right till the end. Ill
as he was, he retained an appetite for life, so that we thought we
would have him with us a little longer after all. I spent the
morning of the day he died with him, planning out his welcome
home feast - but I think he knew better than we did. He was very
tired.
But that illness isn 't what today is about. Today we should
celebrate, as far as we can, a long life, well lived, which took him
from Folkestone all around the World during a 35 year Army
career and then back home to enjoy an equally long retirement.
As a child he was raised here with his cousins Peter and Joan.
Peter, who knew him for over 80 years, is here today and
remembers him as an athletic boy, particularly as a strong
swimmer. At 20 he was caught up, like all of his generation, in
the War. His journey to India to join his regiment was interrupted
in Egypt by the outbreak of hostilities and he spent the next 5
years in North Africa with the 8th Army, followed by 6 months in
the North European theatre at the end of the War. The swimming
stood him in good stead: he was awarded the Royal Humane
Society's Bronze Medal after risking his own life to save that of a
drowning soldier, as well as earning an MBE and being
Mentioned in Dispatches twice.
After the War, the Army and the Royal Signals took him to Korea,
Germany, Hong Kong, Cyprus and France and fi nally to the MOD
in London, a job which was less to his taste I think. So he was a
soldier through and through - but of course not just a soldier.
Most of you will have seen his paintings - indeed a number of
you will have been made to sit for hours on end as the subject of
one of them and his knack for catching a likeness was
undeniable, a real and rare ability which he greatly enjoyed. For a
soldier, he was an excellent painter and for a painter, he was an
excellent rifle shot, holding his own in competition at a high level
at Sisley, his other great passion.
He was a man who liked to be well organized, too. The
arrangements for this ceremony today are all his. After he died,
we found a file at home containing detailed instructions for the
funeral. It was labelled in military style: "Operation Hope Not Yet"
and we followed it to the letter.
I haven't said much about the private man. Each of you will have
Your own notion of that side of him. The letters we 've received
since he died reveal a man who inspired great affection and
admiration, sometimes remembered from many years ago. One
Peccadillo was mentioned in more than one of them: apparently
he used to have his desks adapted so that he could work
standing up - something I didn 't know but which I think I'd like to
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try. As a son I can only say this: he and my mother gave Justin
and me the most supportive, secure and loving environment it is
possible to imagine. And that brings me to the last and most
important thing I need to say, which isn 't about him so much as
on his behalf. I know because he told me, that he never ceased
to be amazed by the love and strength and support he received
from my mother, his soul mate for 54 years of marriage and really,
his sole support for at least the last 1O of those. She made
everything possible for him and no one could have been a better
wife to him or mother to us.
That's all. He was a gentleman, and a gentle man. And you can't
say fairer than that.
WALKER - Maj Norman (Wally) Walker died 11 July 2007.
Wally was born in Derby in October 1930. He joined the Corps as
a 254 Boy Apprentice in February 1945 for trg as a technician.
His career included tours in London, Egypt, Northern Ireland,
Nairobi, Holland, Singapore, Holland (again), Catterick, Edinburgh
and Dennington. During this time, he rose through the ranks to
FofS, was commissioned as a TOT in 1969 and he retired as a
Maj in 1982. It was during an extended tour with the King's
African Rifles that he met and married Eileen in Nairobi in 1960.
After 37 years he left the Army to run the Post Office and General
Stores in Cringleford, Norwich and his retirement years were fully
occupied with his beautiful garden and golf.
In his younger days his high sporting standards at golf, hockey,
rugby, squash and other sports meant he regu larly represented
his regiment or at higher level.
Wally leaves widow, Eileen, sons Ian and Robert, daughter
Fiona and grandchildren, to all of whom we send our deepest
sympathy.

CLARKE- Sgt JRW Clarke (Nobby) Jim died 26 July 2007.
- by Bill McKay

Jim first joined the Forces in early 1941 in a Home Guard unit,
The Royal Wiltshire Regt HG. He was later to become an Army
Cadet still under 13 years, when he joined at the Drill Hall in
Trowbridge, Wilts. He was sent to No 1 Airborne Regt at
Winterbourne Daunsey, Wilts to do basic training and become a
paratrooper. After his 13th birthday, a member of his family
believed to be his brother, John went to the Drill Hall in
Trowbridge to find out where he was and at this point his true age
became known. A couple of weeks later, he was sent back home
and got a job as a trainee fitter with Spencers of Melksham,
Wilts. In early 1942, the authorities thought he was in need of
care and protection and he was sent to a trade training school at
Kingswood, near Bristol. At Christmas 1943, he was sent home
and got a job as a trainee mechanic and driver with The Ministry
of Agriculture at Hilperton, Trowbridge. Just after Easter 1944, he
was sent to the council yard in Salisbury with a truck that had
been converted from a lime spreader to a grit spreader because
of the icy roads. He was involved in an accident with a horse and
cart at the entrance to the council yard. The police were sent for
and because he was wearing a BO, leather jerkin and boots, the
Military Police were also called. They arrested him and placed
him in the guardroom at Netheravon, where he was recognised as
a member of the Airborne Regt. In Aug 1944, he was returned to
1 Airborne Regt and given 14 days CB for being AWOL. No one
listened to what had happened and he was sent on to finish his
training as a paratrooper and train for the drop into Holland in
1945. He had 33 jumps to his credit but when the time came, the
plane was over the wrong drop zone and they returned to base.
He was still only 16 years old and he returned home and got his
job back with the Ministry of Agriculture.
He decided to join the Royal Signals on in 1948 aged 20. He did
his 4 weeks basic training at Catterick Camp and then went to
Barnard Castle for his DR training on motorbikes and jeeps. In
Sept 1949 he was posted to Egypt Command Sig Regt until
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1953. He was then demobbed, stayed in the Reserves for 4
years before re-enlisting and being posted to Gallowgate Camp,
Richmond. He spent several years in BAOR. He had a spell with
18 Sig Regt in Singapore and did a tour of Borneo during the
troubles ir Brunei. He completed his 22 years service with the
colours ot\ 13 November 1974 - in total he did 26 years and 12
days as o. man but his service as a child was forgotten.
Jim emigrated to Australia in 1974 with his wife and daughter his son was serving in the Army. He settled in Newcastle NSW
where he worked as a crane driver in a steel company. Later he
moved to the NSW/ Queensland border, where he built his own
house and then after it became too much for him moved to
Tasmania. Sadly Jim lost his son in an accident in Australia after
he joined him after his demob from the British Army, but he
leaves his wife, daughter and grandchildren who will sadly miss
him.
Jim was a true and loyal friend of mine for over 50 years. My
wife and I stayed with him and June in Australia in March 2000
and will always remember how happy and proud he was. So
goodbye mate!
KEEN - Sgt Barry Keen died 27 July 2007
It is with great sadness that
14 Sig Regt (EW) reports
the death of Sgt Barry
Keen, killed by a mortar
attack in Afghanistan on
Friday 27 July 2007.
Sgt Keen was servi ng as a
comms specialist with 245
Sig Sqn, attached to BG
(South). The BG is
currently deployed on Op
CHAKUSH (or 'hammer'), a
deliberate op to defeat the
i . -......;;......-.;..:::;:.....:i;_ _.....__.._....,., . _ Taliban in the Upper
Gereshk Valley, Helmand Province, Southern Afghanistan.
The op was in its 4th day of fierce fighting when Sgt Keen was
ki lled in an indirect fi re attack on a compound near the village of
Mirmandab. He and his team were reorganising themselves in a
secured area after acting in sp of the Afghan National Army, when
a single mortar round landed next to Sgt Keen. Despite being
located with the Regtl Aid Post and receiving immediate medical
treat ment, sadly Sgt Keen's injuries were too severe and he died.
Sgt Barry Keen, aged 34, was from Rowlands Gill,
Gateshead, and joined the Army in August 1989; his long and
industrious career included tours in Bosnia and Northern Ireland.
Lt Col Steve Vickery, his CO, said:
"During his 6 month tour in Afghanistan, Barry had thoroughly
proved himself as a dedicated soldier with a flair for helping
others. This trait had been strongly evident throughout his career
and typified a man who always thought of others before himself.
Modest to a tee, he was respected by all who met him. He died
doing the job he loved - helping his fellow soldiers perform their
duties in Helmand Province, Afghanistan. It is also a mark of his
quality that he had recently been selected to attend Supvr R Trg;
he was due to commence his intensive trg in September at
Blandford Camp.
The news of his death has been received here in the Regt with
great sadness but also with a fierce determination to complete
our tasks and to be a force for good in Afghanistan. This Regt
and the Army are a close-knit family which has pulled together in
this difficult time. We offer our sincere condolences to his family
and his wide circle of friends."
Lt Dave Phillips, his Tp Comd, said:
"Sgt Keen was the epitome of a Royal Signals SNCO. An
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inspirational figure within the Tp, he was widely respected and
well liked by all. The soldiers he worked with looked up to him
and would willingly deploy alongside him. As his Tp Comd, I
relied upon his knowledge and experience on an almost daily
basis, not once did he let me down. Sgt Keen will be missed by
all those that knew him, not only as a tradesman and a soldier
but as a friend."
Friend and comrade Sgt Bruce Morrison said:
"Baz was a good guy, who would always put a smile on your face
and lift your spirits. We used to make the most of the bad times
with our outrageous banter. He will be sorely missed as a soldier
but even more as a friend."
Another friend and colleague, SSgt Daz Edge said:
"Baz was one of those people who naturally brought out the best
in all those he worked and had contact with. He was most happy
when deployed onto the ground and was not shy in making his
feelings known when he was left in barracks while others were
out. An excellent team comd and operator, Baz lead his team
from the front and died carrying out his duty whilst under fire . The
Sqn will be so much less without him and all those who knew him
will undoubtedly feel his loss greatly. A good mate for a lot of
years and a colourful character with an infectious laugh, Baz will
not be forgotten."
W02 Gaz Robinson, another friend and colleague, added:
" My friendship with Baz goes back about 15 years and I cannot
begin to describe my emotions at this time. I can honestly say
that he has changed not one bit since I fi rst met him. He was a
quality soldier and tradesman who had the ability to make you
laugh out loud with his jokes and stories. Even though Baz was
a SNCO, he was, and always will be, one of the lads. I will never
forget the friendship we shared."
Sgt Keen was buried with full military honours at Rowlands Gill in
Co. Durham on 9 August 2007.
WOOD- Sgt Kenneth James Wood died 4 August 2007.
Kenneth Wood was born in Devon
on December 10th 1929 and 14 and
2 months later he joined Boy's
Company, Royal Signals. After 6
weeks recruit trg under the
legendary Sgt 'Buller' Blades, he
was posted to B Wing and trained in
operating skills, morse and
switchboard, and as a Radio
Mechanic.
Ken was always very smart, always
asserting his independent spirit by
wearing his SD cap at a jaunty angle!
He was an outstanding sportsman
playing football , rugby and cricket for the Sqn and for a long time
was the fastest swimmer in the Sqn.
In 1947, at the age of 17Y2, he left Boy's Sqn , with the rank of
Boy Cpl, to finish his trade trg in 1 Trg Regt. He volunteered for
AB forces and was soon on the promotion ladder. By 1954, he
was serving as a Sgt radio mechanic in COMCAN Sig Sqn, Accra
where he quickly mastered the idiosyncrasies of the 1Okw SWB
11s used to communicate to the UK and Canada. Here he found
himself in the company of other ex-boys; his old friend Bob
Williams, Dave Merwood, George Punnett, Cess Watts, Clive
Thompson and others. Here he added another sport to his tally
as a member of a hugely successful tug-of war team .
He completed his 8 years and now married to Doreen, with 2
daughters, Carol and Helen, he settled in Leigh Park. To add to
his qualifications, he enrolled in night school classes in
Portsmouth and for 2 years cycled to work in Havant, to night
school in Portsmouth and then home: a round trip of some 25
miles. He progressed and worked for GEC Plessey and finally,
John West in Brighton.
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But it was not all work. He was a keen member of the Portchester
Sailing Club and spent many happy hours cruising around the
Solent with Doreen . He was a member of the Portsmouth Area
Clay Pigeon Club and until the very end, he was a keen
motorcyclist.
W~~n Doreen was diagn?sed "."'ith MS, they had to give up

In 1~9~. he ~ublished his book, "Dunkirk Diary of a Very Young
Soldier which formed the basis of the BBC's TV programme on
Dunkirk about 3 years ago. He was a member of the Dunkirk
Veterans Association.

~ad Wilf ~lected to stay in the Army, I am sure he would have
ri~en to high command. A perfect gentleman, he was blessed

sailing and took to motoring, with Doreen navigating.
Destinations often included military museums and from 1994
reunions of.the Catteric_k Old Boy's Association. He quickly '
started the area gathering' for old boys living in the Portsmouth
area that developed into a popular annual event, the Droxford
Dinner. In the late 1980s, he underwent a successful quadruple
heart bypass operation and was still able to care for Doreen until
she passed away in 2000. Two years later, life dealt him another
blow when his daughter, Carol, died suddenly of leukaemia.

To his beloved widow; Joan, and his sons, John and Peter and
their families, we send our deepest condolences.

In 2004 Ken met Joyce Barrett and they enjoyed 3 happy years
together. Ken's fu neral service was held on 16 August at South
Hayling United Reformed Church and was attended by more than
a do_
zen ex boys with their wives. He leaves a daughter, Helen,
son in law Jake, grandchildren Rory, Beverley and Victoria and
great grandchildren Holly and Ellie. Our condolences to them, to
Joyce and her daughter Janet, who helped to nurse Ken in his
final illness and the passing of a popular, energetic man who
lived life to the full.
'

From: Fred Carslake [mail to: fred .carslake@virgin.net]

SAUNDERS - Capt Wilfred Leonard Saunders CBE died on 27
July 2007.

with the greatest of the virtues: humility, which is the mother of
giants!

Fred Carslake is trying to contact Dave Pellegrinetti, an ex
Army Boxer around 1967.
Fred can be contacted on 01454-317112
Thanks for any help you can give me on this.
Yours ...

Capt Wilf Saunders CBE died at the age of 87 in Sheffield after
a distinguished military career followed by a no less distinguished
academic career.
Wilf joined 48 Div Sigs TA in January 1939, to be mobilised on 1
September 1939. He trained as a Operator Wireless and Line in
'A' Sect of the unit. In January 1940, 48 Div Sigs embarked for
France and on 10 May, the day of the German attack on Western
~urope and of Churchill 's becoming Prime Minister, 48 Div started
its move to pre determined positions just east of Brussels. Things
were going badly for the BEF and on 17 May, the withdrawal to
Dunkirk started with Wilt's 'A' Sect providing wireless comms for
144 and 145 Bds. After appalling experiences, fami liar to so
many of the BEF, his det reached Bray Dunes in the Dunkirk
Perimeter on 29/30 May. On 31 May, after experiencing the
capsizing of 2 boats, th e wet, bedraggled war weary Wilt was
evacuated from the beaches and reached Margate.
In due course, Wilf was commissioned and in 1942 he was
posted to 11 L of C Sigs under the comd of Lt Col Gilbert
Metson MC. With this unit , he took part in the invasion of North
Africa, Op TORCH in November 1942. Following the fall of
Mussolini and the surrender of Italy in September 1943, his sect
of 11 L of C Sigs landed in Taranto in October 1943. 11 L of c
Sigs was soon responsible for providing line, wireless and
despatch service comms for the British Army's No 3 District,
covering Sicily and Southern Italy as far north as Naples and up
to Allied Forces HQ at Caserta. By May 1944, Wilf had taken on
the awesome burden of Chief Signalmaster Naples. In this role
he was brilliant and shortly after was appointed as Adjt to the CO
Lt Col LC Udell MBE.
•

From:

Mr Malcolm Jarvis
12 Albert Street, llkeston. Derbyshire DE75GS

I ~m currently assisting a friend, Robert Rust Junior, to research
his late father, LCpl Robert William Rust, who was born 31st
December 1935 and came from Long Eaton, Derbyshire.
Sadly young Robert has very little information about his father' s
Army service. Looking at the few items that Rob has that
belonged to his fath er, we know that LCpl Robert Rust was in
the Royal Corps of Signals and that he served in the motor
t ra~s port department near to the East West border of Germany
during the Cold War with BAOR.
Young Rob is anxious to learn as much as he can and J am
helping him where possible. On his behalf I am trying to contact
anyone who remembered his father. I believe that he served up
near Wolfenbuttle, or in that area very close to the border of East
and West Germany.
I enclose a photograph, one of several that Rob has of his father
during his service in Germany. I have selected this one with Rob 's
father sat in front of the trailer. In the background is the service
ra~p with a VW Beetle registered number 05XJ44, a British Army
reg1strat1on. Many people to whom I have shown this picture have
been as surprised as I am that it shows a Beetle in the British
Army. I believe that the photograph is in the 1950s to 60s era.
Anyone who remembers that vehicle may well remember LCpl
Rob Rust. If you do, please get in touch.
Yours .. .

After demobilisation in 1946, Wilf was wise enough to take a
~onth ' s rehabilitation course at the University of Perugia and on
his ret~rn home, he married his long standing girlfriend, Joan,
and Joined Fitzwilliam College, Cambridge on a 2 year course to
read Economics. After graduating, he returned to library and
lnformatio_n work and progressed via a variety of posts, including
~he establishment of a University Library in Uganda and became
in 1967, the founding Director of the University of Sheffield's Post
g~adu~te School of Librarianship and in 1968, Professor of
Librarianship and Information Science.
In 1980 he became President of the Library Association. He was
appointed CBE in 1982 and in 1989 the University of Sheffield
honoured him with the degree, Doctor of Letters.
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From: Mrs Janet Streeting. 3 Chadwell Springs, Cottingley
Bingley, West Yorkshire. BD16 1QE
Tel: 01274 561534

From:

Fred Carslake (email: fred .carslake@vjrgin.n_et)
Telephone: 01454 317112

It's my husband John's 55th birthday soon.. Fo~ a while now he
has been talking about resuming contact with his ex-Army pals.
For a surprise, I'd like to help him make that start. If anybody out
there remembers SSgt John Arthur Streeting BEM , please
contact me at the above name/address.

Fred Carslake, an ex-apprentice from the Army Apprentice
School Harrogate is trying to find some photographs of his
passing out parade. He was in intake 57A .at Harrogate from
February 1957 until 17 December 1959. Like all t~e ter~s both
before and after him they left the same day as their passing out
parade and consequently none of the term have any photographs
of their parade.

SSgt John Arthur Streeting BEM started at Catte~ick in 1~70. in
11 Sig Regt and then 8 Sig Regt, training as a Radio Op. His first
posting in 1971 was to 7 Arty Bde Sig Sqn. Subseq uent~y .he
spent 2 years (72 - 74) with the White Helmets and then 101ned 6
Armd Bde in Soest. He then moved in 1977 to Paderborn before
joining India Tp from 1981 -1983 at RAF Wildenwrath. He also
served in Osnabruck, RAF Gutersloh and Northern Ireland.

Fred is appealing to all the terms behind his in the hope that they
may have some tucked away, from which he can tak~ some
copies. If there is anyone out there who has any copies of these
photographs please contact Fred on the telephone number of
email address above.

He loved playing football and was goal keeper. He left the Army in
1992 and has spent the last few years at Catterick.
Yours ...
Mr WW Hannam
Postboys, Sedlescombe,
Nr Battle, E Sussex. TN33 OQF

From:

I would like to hear from anyone who may have known or served
with (23242213) RQMS Thomas Herald Ashworth, who served
in the Royal Signals during WW2 and died in Malaya in June 1953
at Seremban. All letters will be answered in confidence.
Yours ....

From:

FIRST MARRIED COUPLE TO GUARD THE QUEEN
The Queen is being guarded this summer by a husband and wife
who are standing sentry outside Buckingham Palace.

To mark a century of continuous voluntary service, the First Aid
Nursing Yeomanry, affectionately known as the FANY, was
inspected by The Queen and its Commandant-in-Chief, The
Princess Royal, at Buckingham Palace on 28 June.
It was during WW II that The Queen , as Princess Elizabeth, was
taught to drive in the ATS Motor Companies by the FANY. Her
Majesty made straight for the familiar vehicles and showed great
interest in the cavalcade. The Princess Royal, Colonel-in-Chief
of the Royal Signals, has been Commandant-in-Chief of the
FANY since 1981. In 1999 the name was amended to include the
words Princess Royal's Volunteer Corps, becoming FANY (PRVC).
With the Band of the Irish Guards at the head of the column, led
by the Commanding Officer on horseback and with the training
officer, Commander Kate Pink, riding as her aide in the scarlet
tunic of the original mounted nurses, the convoy passed down
the Mall and into Whitehall, to pause at the Memorial to the
Women of WW II.

Ian and Phan Chapman , recently married soldiers in the Royal
Corps of Signals, were selected by 16 Sig Regt to form part of
The Queen's Guard this summer.
.--------r--~......,-,-----,

Christine Mason (Wife of Maj (Retd) Clive Mason)
9 Dog Lane Netherseal
South Derbyshire DE 12 BOE
Tele/Fax 01283763616

THE QUEEN RECOGNISES A CENTURY OF SERVICE

I take this opportunity in thanking all those who gave me the
support I needed during Clive's illness. For those who don't
know, Clive was diagnosed with a cancerous tumour in the
stomach and malignant gastric non-Hodgkin's lymphoma in
October 2005. However since then he has had
considerable Chemotherapy culminating in a stem cell transplant
in August last year. He is now feeling much better and every day
he is getting stronger.
My thanks go to Mike and Mary Louden, Don and Jackie
Overton, Roy and Pauline Saywell, Fifi Elliot, Jim and Grace
Blake, Bill and Peggy Blackmore, Fred and Mary Curtis and
other members of the Corps.
Thank you.
From:

Jeanine Akehurst
[mailto:nina.akehurst915@btinternet.com]

It is with sadness that I write to advise you that my mother, Mrs
N C North widow of Col J P North CBE late of Hunters Close,
Carperby, N Yorkshire passed away on 17th August.
I would be grateful if you would put a short note in the next
edition of The Wire to let old friends know.
Thank you.
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They will also guard
St. James's Palace,
the residence of
Prince Charles and
Princes William and
Harry.
"It's a real honour to
be selected to form
part of the Queen 's
Guard and I am very
proud to be doing it, "
said Phan, 27 from
South London. "I
was in Afghanistan
last year working in
Helmand, but I feel
more nervous doing
the Changing of the
Guard because I don't want to make a mistake in front of all
those people!"

During WW1, the FANY drove ambulances and ran field hospitals
for the front line fighting units in France and Flanders, winning 19
Military Medals and 27 Croix de Guerre for outstanding bravery.

Nowadays, the Corps provides a 24-hour emergency response
capability and has been called out to assist the civil and military
authorities at every major incident in the City of London for the
past 35 years, including the July 2005 bombings.

The convoy moving down The Mall

Commandant Lynda Rose dismounted and laid a wreath before
joining the Honorary Colonel, Maj Gen John Stokoe (late Royal
Signals) in the '49 Land Rover 80 Royal Parade Car to continue to
Chelsea.

Regular training includes major incident response, radio
communications, navigation, watchkeeping, First Aid, language
skills and advanced driving, as well as taking part in multi-agency
simulated disaster exercises designed to ensure that London's
emergency services and key organisations are prepared for any
eventuality.
71 Sig Regt constantly provides trg sp to the Corps, especially in
the areas of comms, driving and watchkeeping. A close rapport
has been built up between the units.
A small team from the Essex Yeomanry Sqn of 71 Sig Regt joined
FANY annual camp 5 years ago, held near Bois Renard in France,
where the first FANYs were parachuted behind enemy lines in
1942. One of the original parachutistes, Lise de Baissac, was on
the ground to welcome the French paratroops and the FANYs
riding tandem with them, as they re-enacted the landings.
As a direct result of this co-operation, four FANYs, including the
present Adjutant, Lieutenant Alex Milne, completed the French
paratroop course at ETAP in Pau the following year and a further
3 earned their wings there in 2006.
"By the end of 2 weeks trg, we were covered in bruises and
bumps but determined to succeed and win our brevet. " says
Alex. "The night drop was particularly exciting. Working entirely
in French was something of a challenge too. I still don't know all
the terms in English!"

" It's also nice to know that we are making history by being the
first married couple ever to stand guard together."
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The FANY was founded in 1907 and its all-female membership
has served at home and overseas in peace and war, often being
sent into areas of considerable danger. The original concept of
mounted nurses riding onto the battlefield to administer first aid
never became a reality, but from the first years of its existence,
the Corps learned the art of adapting and evolving with changing
circumstances and altered needs.

Thirty nine of the female agents sent by SOE to Occupied France
were commissioned into the FANY. Many were captured and
tortured, and 12 died in concentration camps. Honours include 3
George Crosses and 2 George Medals.

Twenty-one year old Stuart from Tamworth added "It's great that
we are over here working together and we are both extremely
proud to be doing this."

The couple are usually based at Elmpt Station in Germany with
16 Sig Regt where they work as Comms Sys Ops.

The band of the Royal Signals, accompanied by the Pipes and
Drums of the London Scottish, Beat Retreat to bring the evening
to a dramatic close.

In WW2, it was the FANY who staffed Special Operations
Executive (SOE), working as code-breakers, wireless operators,
linguists and undercover agents.

The couple, who only
recently returned
from ops in
Afghanistan, are
responsible for
guarding the Palace,
the Tower of London
and Windsor Castle
and take part in the
famous Changing of
the Guard ceremony.

Dear Sir
Would you please be so kind as to publish the following in the
next issue of The Wire .

The Princess Royal ; the Master of Signals, Gen Sir Sam
Cowan; the SOinC, Brig John Thomas; Comd 2 (NC) Bde, Brig
David Hargreaves; CO 71 Sig Regt, Lt Col Craig Tallents and
CO 31 Sig Regt, Lt Col Sarah Streete joined active and veteran
members of the Corps and their guests for a service in the
Chapel of the Royal Hospital, followed by a reception in the Great
Hall.

Commandant Lynda Rose with Maj Gen John Stakoe in the 1949 Land
Rover 80 on the journey to Chelsea
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Alex had the opportunity to practise her French again this year as
Camp 2007 was held in France and Flanders, based at the
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while practising triage, battlefield dressing and casualty
removal - still applicable in any disaster scenario.
Still to come in 2007, a 20 strong team is preparing to cross
the Pyrenees in September along a FANY wartime escape
route.
"Training is designed to prepare members to work well in
teams and to capture their interest and imagination."
explains Commander Kate Pink, Training Officer.
"There is no shortage of volunteers, even though we do not
get paid. In fact we still pay a subscription to join. The girls
come with a wide variety of skills, which we can utilise. Our
tasks and our role are not prescribed; we can be very
adaptable. That is a strength we savour."
With forward looking leadership, the FANY is constantly
evolving, meeting the changing needs of society with a
mixture of modern professionalism, old-fashioned
dedication and the same unchanging enthusiasm that has
pervaded all 100 years of service.
Parachute training at ETAP in France

barracks in Ypres. Sunday May 13 was given over to
commemoration and parades at Passchendaele and the Menin
Gate plus a reception and regimental dinner at the Cloth Hall in
Ypres.
Earlier there were exs both in St Omer, where FANYs served in
the Great War and in Dixmuide, where FANYs evacuated the
wounded from the Trench of Death. One ex recreated the scene,

Or, as 06 Recruit, Annabella Dyer, told those at a recent
evening for prospective recruits, "You get to do so many cool
things ...."
A Centenary Appeal is running throughout the year to enable the
Corps to continue its good work. For further information see
www.fany.org .uk or contact Commander Joan Drummond, 21C,
FANY (PRVC) on 020 7976 5459; email hg@fany.org.uk

THE END OF THE MACHINERY OF GOVERNMENT

ARMY BADMINTON CHAMPIONSHIPS 2007/08

To officially mark the end of the Bde's sp of Machinery of
Government in War (MGW), a special dinner was held at Corsham
with representatives from the Cabinet Office, BT as well as the
SOinC(A) and 2 Sig Bde unit COs. The format of the dinner was a
closely guarded secret owing to the high media interest in the
location at the time and complexity of organisation. Guests
arrived as planned at the Officers Mess only then to be bugged
out and transported to the access point of the 240 acre
underground complex, 35m below Basil Site Barracks. After the
required safety brief, the donning of hard hats and hi-visibility
vests (the complex is still classed as a mine), the group were
piped the 500m to the complex's telephone exchange; at one
stage the largest in Europe.

The Army Badminton Championships 2007 /08 will take place
over the period 29 October - 2 November 07 at 5 Trg Regt RLC,
Grantham, Lines.

The complex, formally central government's war time HQ was
built during the start of the Cold War in the 1950s. It uses former
Bath stone quarries requisitioned just prior to the start of WW2
and used as an ammunition dump and aircraft engine factory.
After the war, the mine remained in War Department hands and
was then developed and partially equipped to accommodate
3000 pers for up to 3 months during the Cold War. It is
effectively a small town with two huge kitchens, a hospital,
TV/Radio studio, power station and water reservoirs plus offices,
workshop and dormitory accn; and of course a huge comms
suite. The developing weaponry of the era made it obsolete
owing to the limited overhead protection. Although maintained , it
was never completely finished but it was only declassified in late
2005. Its use and location was never compromised. Since is
declassification, the huge storerooms fixtures and fittings have
been removed, but not before 2 Sig Bde held the farewell dinner.
The time warp location was enhanced by the use of the original
1950s furniture, crockery and cutlery and the Mess Staff moved
into the exchange to serve a fantastic three course dinner
followed by one toast - unfortunately the only alcohol served
during the dinner because of its classification as a mine. The
group then made their way above ground to carry on the
celebrations.
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The events will include Men's/ Ladies' Singles, Novice Singles,
Men's/Ladies' Doubles, Unit Doubles (2 players from the same
unit, any cap badge), Veterans' Doubles and Mixed Doubles.
There is also a plate competition for players who are knocked out
in the first round.
Entry forms can be obtained from Sgt Natalie Jackson on 94860
2413 or by visiting the website:
www.armybadminton.co.uk .
SSAFA - FORCES HELP
The Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen and Families Association (SSAFA) in
Worcestershire are looking for ex-service personnel who are
willing to volunteer to replace their current volunteer case workers
who are nearing final retirement.
If you are interested in helping please contact J Fawkes on Tel:
01905 621641.
AIR FORMATION SIGNALS ASSOCIATION
Membership of the Air Formation Signals Association is open to
all who served in Air Formation or Air Support Signal Units. This
includes members of 21 Sig Regt, 81 and 244 Sig Sqns and the
Cyprus Communications Unit as well as the numerous units
which have disbanded. There is no joining fee or annual
subscription. Members receive 3 newsletters each year and an
invitation to attend the annual reunion.
For more details, or to apply to join, contact the Membership
Secretary, Mr Chris Collier, 32 Mason Crescent, Penn,
WOLVERHAMPTON WV4 4DU. Tel: 01902 338662
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A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE MASTER OF SIGNALS

•

GENERAL SIR SAM COWAN KCB CBE
I am delighted to have this opportunity once again to send my very best wishes to
you all, and to express my continuing admiration for the impressive work being
done, particularly in operational theatres, by soldiers of the Corps today, including
those from our vital Territorial Army component.
Your commitment and achievements, often in the face of considerable adversity, are
adding even greater lustre to our name. I am very proud of you all. Well done!
My thoughts particularly are with all members of the Corps family who have lost
close relatives during the year, with the injured and with all who are separated by
duty from their families over this holiday period.
I send my warmest regards to all members of the Royal Signals Association, not
least to repeat one of my central messages; that all those serving today greatly
value and draw inspiration from the contribution you made during your own service
which laid the solid foundation for the continuing success of the Corps today.
Happy Christmas and every best wish for 2008!
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EDITORIAL
A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM THE SIGNAL OFFICER IN CHIEF (ARMY)
BRIGADIER TED FLINT
Let me begin by saying 'thank you' to the men and women of the Corps for the
service that you have given to the Nation and the Army this year. Your skill, courage
and self-sacrifice have enabled you to overcome enormous challenges. You have
every right to be proud of yourselves.
For some the price has been high, and on behalf of the Corps I should like to
express our gratitude and respect to those who have made the ultimate sacrifice to
the injured, and to those who grieve. We will remember you.
'
I owe a warm tribute to my predecessor, Brig John Thomas. His hard and tireless
work for the Corps, during three years as Signal Officer in Chief, is an inspiring
exa~ple of selfle.ss commitment and has left us well placed to face the challenges
that lie ahead. Like many of you who are reading this, he is now deployed on
operations and I wish him and all of you, a successful tour and a safe return.
I see the Royal.Corps of Signals going from strength to strength over the coming
year. We_are d1~erent from other arms and services; in our Corps, strong links of
loyalty, fn?n~sh1p and mutual support cross all boundaries of regiment, rank and
trade. This ties us together in a strong and resilient human network in which the
skill and courage of our individual soldiers and officers are multiplied many times
over. It makes us equal to any challenge.
I wi~h all of you in our great Corps family, whether serving or retired, a very happy
Chnstmas and best wishes for 2008.

Twelve months ago, we published the first 96 page
colour issue of The Wire. Since then, we have
produced two more of the same size, including this
issue. This is because the quality and quantity of the
material sent to us is so high.
There is no doubt the The Wire provides a valuable
source of anecdotal and factual history of our Corps
and in the future, researchers will find the six issues of
2007 to be a positive treasure trove of information
about our Corps on operations, training, adventure
training and at play. Thank you for your efforts; please
keep it up through 2008.
Yet again there is turbulence in The Wire Office. Amy
Petersen is leaving on maternity leave and this will be
her last Wire until December 2008.
Along with my best Christmas wishes to the Serving
and Retired Corps, I want to include a special mention
for Amy and Chris. I hope that 2008 brings happiness,
good health and prosperity for us all.
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NORTHERN IRELAND COMBAT SERVICE SUPPORT
REGIMENT DISBANDMENT - 31 JUL 07

co
RSM

Lt Col RH Seddon RLC
W01(RSM) JJ Mageean RLC

31 July 2007 was the and of an era as the final day of Op
BANNER. With it came the disbandment of the Northern Ireland
Combat Service Sp Regt (NI CSS Regt) after 38 years of
providing log and eqpt sp to units on ops in NI. The current
manifestation of NI CSS Regt held its disbandment parade with
officers and soldiers representing the RLC, REME, Royal Signals
and AGC (SPS) in attendance.
In total, Op BANNER has claimed the lives of nearly 700 service
pers and seen over 6,000 soldiers injured in the line of duty. After
all the struggle and sacrifice has borne fruit with the formation of
the Stormont Power Sharing Assembly. The Army's support to
the Police Service of Northern Ireland is at an end. The Irish
Republican Army and the other primary paramilitary organisations
have put aside violence and a peaceful future lies ahead. On 3
August 2007, HQ NI was replaced by 38 Irish Bde, which will be
no different from any other regional bde in the UK. In its current
incarnation, NI CSS Regt came into being on 1 December 1999
and was formed from 21 Log Sp Regt and the NI Electronic
Workshop who occupied Kinnegar Logistic Base (KLB) at the
time.
As well as a substantial mil presence, the disbandment parade
was well supported by the civilian employees. After a scrutinising
inspection and stirring speech by the Inspecting Officer, the RLC

Rep Col Comdt, Maj Gen Ewer CB CBE, the Regt marched off
the square and into the history books. The week of intensive drill
practice paid off as even 2Lt Johnston managed to keep in step
until out of sight of the stands.

l ___

- -KIWI TROPHY COMPETITION BREAKS RECORD

The annual Kiwi Trophy March and Shoot Competition has been
won in record breaking time this year. Soldiers from 3(UK) Div HQ
& Sig Regt in Bulford were competing for the prestigious wooden
trophies, which were presented by the New Zealand Armed
Forces 26 years ago.

LCpl David Bayley, of 3 (UK) Div HQ & Sig Regt was the overall
winner. He broke all previous records by completing the gruelling
22 km cross country run and shooting competition in 2 hrs 22
mins and 38 secs taking 15 mins off the previous time. " I didn't
expect to win, but I'm very pleased , particularly to have got the
.----------------------~------., fastest time ever in the competition," said David, who
has been in the Army for 4 years. The women's race
was won by Capt Katie Badham-Thornhill , a REME
officer attached to Royal Signals.

A final disbandment dinner was held the night before and the
WOs, SNCOs and Officers of the Regt enjoyed an excellent
dinner night, prepared by the last in a long line of chefs to serve
in the Regt. Outstanding food and entertaining after-dinner
speaking made for a thoroughly enjoyable night, let down only
slightly by the appalling standard and delivery of Mr Vice's jokes.
A hugely enjoyable and successful Regtl Open Day was also held
the following Saturday, with first class stands from A 1
Entertainment, including a bouncy castle, giant inflatable slide
and pillow fighting pole (an excellent opportunity to beat the
officers). Fortunately the bad weather held off and it was dry and
bright, something of a rarity for Northern Ireland. Combined with
plenty of beer from the Regtl bar, this meant a good time was had
by all.

The SOmC(A), Brig John Thomas MBE ADC
presented 2 memorial plaques to both winners.
Traditionally the event includes a wreath laying
ceremony at Tidworth Military Cemetery by the New
Zealand High Commissioner to remember many of
New Zealand's war dead. Thousands of 'Kiwi' soldiers
were based in the area before embarking for the
Western Front during the First World War. However,
due to illness, the High Commissioner, the Right
Honourable Jonathan Hunt was unable to attend and
Brig Thomas undertook the ceremony in his place.

In the last few days as members of the Regt moved to pastures
new, it turned its focus to prepare for the arrival of 10 Bde Sp
Sqn and 19 Lt CSS Bn into KLB from September 07.
The Regt would like to take this opportunity to say goodbye and
to thank the mil and civilian pers who have served within NI CSS
Regt for their support over the years and wish good health and
best wishes to everyone for the future.

LCpl David Bayley and Capt Katie Badham-Thomhill with their trophies

The New Zealanders are proud of their connection with
the Tidworth/Bulford area and marked the presence in
the most visual way when they cut a huge 128m high
Kiwi into the chalk of nearby Beacon Hill, which
overlooked their camp during the Great War. Today it is
the Signals unit that maintains and cleans the giant
emblem and for that reason, they are invited to
compete for the trophy. The hill carving received a
major cleaning earlier this summer under the watchful
eyes of Defence Estates.

Disbandment of
Northern Ireland Combat Service Support Regiment
31st July 2007
OFFICERS M OVEMENTS

RETIREMENTS

JUNE 2007

A UGUST 2007

Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
A/Maj GA Lewendon ........................... HQ 1 Sig Bde

Name and Rank
Kelly - Capt AT Kelly

AUGUST 2007

SEPTEMBER 2007

Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
Maj KH McNau lty ................................ Int Corps
Lt RJ Foster......................................... 22 Sig Regt

Name and Rank
Slater - Maj SW Slater
Wallis - Lt Col SP Wallis MBE

SEPTEMBER 2007
Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
Lt E-L Cameron ................................... 251 Sig Sqn

OCTOBER 2007
Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
Lt Col E Doughty................................. EW & INT LS Abu Dhabi
Maj BY Higgs ....................................... SP CISR IPT
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Date
02 Sep 07
10 Sep 07

OCTOBER 2007
Name and Rank
Docherty - Capt JWA Docherty
Fulthorpe - Capt CJ Fulthor pe
Gudonis - Capt PA Gudonis
Innes - Capt KP Innes
Jenkins - Maj AG Jenkins
Rimel! - Col TP Ri mell

Date
22 Oct
01 Oct
13 Oct
31 Oct
02 Oct
02 Oct

07
07
07
07
07
07

NOVEMBER 2007

DECEMBER 2007

Name and Rank
Bott - Capt RW Bott

Name and Rank
Unit to which posted
Lt Col DI Smith .................................... HQ DISC
Capt D Palmer ..................................... 22 Sig Regt
Lt SJ Maben ......................................... ASS

Name and Rank
Hamilton - Capt CB Hamilton
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Date
01 Aug 07

Date
19 Nov 07

DECEMBER 2007
Date
01 Dec 07
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pipers, an amazing feat in itself. The weather was especially poor
this year with torrential rain but this didn't stop the parade going
ahead and gave us the chance to perform the tunes that we had
been learning for the Edinburgh Military Tattoo.

LAND SYSTEMS REFERENCE CENTRE (LSRC)
I

ARMY

S01(W)
LSRC Manager

Lt Col NB Cullen MBE
MrTim Smith

The Land Systems Reference Centre (LSRC) is located at
Blandford Camp. It is a state of the art test and reference facility
which conducts interoperability and risk reduction activities in sp
of Land CIS and is managed for the MOD by British Telecom (Bl)
Pie with SOinC(A) as the designated lead user. The LSRC offers
testing facilities to clients throughout the MOD community,
including DE&S IPTs, mil units and industry providers of mil CIS.
Recent commercial clients have included EADS, GD (UK), EDS,
ATLAS and BAE Systems.
The existing LSRC building was opened in January 1998 and has
recently been extended to include further test facilities to cope
with the expanding reference eqpt, such as Bowman, Cormorant,
Dll and J1/J4 IOS. The LSRC offers a wide range of ISO 9000
accredited testing facilities, both COTS and bespoke, to meet
clients' testing needs. LSRC
staff work with clients to fully
define the testing regime and to
tailor a test environment to
meet the clients' aims. This
testing can range from 'what if'
testing to contractual
certification. It provides sp to
all phases of the CADMIT
procurement cycle.
The LSRC is manned by a mix
of mil and civilian staff who
operate the facility on behalf of
the MOD under the BT
contract. Many of the civilian
staff are ex-military and exRoyal Signals employed by BT,
BAE Systems, QinetiQ,
Lockheed Martin INSYS and
Johnson Controls.
This year has been a very busy
period for the LSRC with
technical assistance to Ex
JAVELIN MERCURY in
Germany provided by Rob
Young , J1/J4 IOS technical
assessment, preparation for

the validation of the Tactical Network Gateway (TNG), GATE
testing, interoperability testing for the Joint Network
Interoperability Body (JNIB) and the testing of the Dll Deployed
Demonstrator.
Recently we have had to say goodbye to the following military
personnel; SSgt Jan Seymour who is back as a civilian Test
Controller at the LSRC, Sgt Chris Perry and Cpl Adam Gallard
who return to regtl life and SSgt Jim Powell, who leaves to start
his FofS course in September. On the civilian side we have had to
say goodbye to Ralph Moore who left us for full time retirement
and Mike Minton who moved to take on a new challenge. We
welcome Taff Maul as the new Reference Systems Manager and
Cpl Mark Elliot who joined us from 16 Sig Regt. We have also
had a few promotions which are worthy of a mention,
congratulations go to Cpl Brian Milne promoted to Sgt and LCpl
Esther Humby promoted to Cpl, no doubt we will soon be saying
farewell to both of them.

MOSCOW ZORIA

The Pipes and Drums performing on The Esplanade

EDINBURGH CASTLE

EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO
Ask any piper or drummer what the ultimate experience for them
could be and they will of course tell you that performing at the
Edinburgh Military Tattoo is the pinnacle of any piper or
drummer's career. The year 2007, for the Pipes and Drums of the
Royal Corps of Signals, was no exception. The Tattoo is hard
work, beginning with a week of very long days getting the drill
correct at Redford Cavalry Barracks before moving to the Castle
Esplanade for the final dress rehearsals. A typical working day
started with early morning preparation of uniforms and practising
tunes. The day continued with many hours on the drill square
before ending around midnight, when we would finally get back
on the bus to camp after the performance had finished. Naturally
the Pipes and Drums made best use of the bar facilities on camp
and did their best to ensure the highland dancers from around the
Commonwealth were made to feel welcome!

ROYAL SIGNALS PIPES AND DRUMS
- by W02(Supvr IS) Wardrope and Sgt Scott

Pipe Major GM Rowan
Senior Pipe Major
Pipe Major JA Taylor
Corps Pipe Major
Drum Major PA Stillie
Drum Major
Col (Retd) T Moncur
Secretary

However the best part of the evening was when Drum Major Phil
Stillie went to get the beers in for all the performers thinking that
there was a free bar. To this day he is still trying to re-coup his
£20 when he found out to his dismay that it wasn't!

In July we were invited to take part in a parade at the castle for
the inauguration of the new GOC Scotland and Governor of
Edinburgh Castle. This parade was especially important to us as
Maj Gen MacDowell MBE is a not only a keen piper, but he also
takes an active interest in the Corps Pipes and Drums, as a
former SOinC (Army). He still maintains to this day that he is the
best piper in the Corps! The parade took the form of a public
marching and playing display on the castle esplanade then
afterwards the Pipes and Drums put on a recital inside the castle
at Crown Square for the Governor's private party. Drum Major
Phil Stillie then marched us out of the castle and over the
drawbridge for the first time in our history, an ideal opportunity to
try it out prior to the Tattoo.

The LSRC Team

11 Sig Regt
32 Sig Regt

M

ATR Pirbright
RHQ Royal Signals

Every member of the Pipes and Drums would agree that 2007
has been our busiest year to date. Pipers and drummers have

LONE PIPER

been playing at engagements all over the globe as usual. This
ye~r however,. we had the added privilege of performing in the
Edinburgh Military Tattoo and The Kremlin Zoria in Red Square,
Moscow: Both of which required extensive practice and
preparation. Not to mention support and understanding from
Comds to release players from normal duties for in excess of 6
weeks to play in both events.
ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION PARADE 2007
The RSA Parade this year was slightly different for us in 2 ways.
First of all we fielded our new Drum Major Cpl Phil Stillie from
ATR Pirbright and secondly we were able to parade with 17

led from the front and volunteered to be first up and were
determined to make our first performance unique in more ways
than one! The show was organised by Sgt Scott (with some help
from the Commonwealth Highland Dancers). It was decided that
we would play our competition medley of tunes that would be
danced to by the Highland Dancers from South Africa. Before
which, our very own highland dancers consisting of SSgt(FofS)
Scotty Thomas, Sgt Jimmy Scott, Sig Tam Coleman, Sig
Avinash and Sig Bijay brought the house down with their
highland fling. The concentration on the faces of our dancers
was in complete contrast to that of the professional dancers who
managed to dance, smile and count all at the same time! Also on
the bill that evening was the very impressive Kukri Dance
performed by Sigs Bijay and Avinash.

One of the highlights of our attendance at the Tattoo was when
Sgt Jimmy Scott from 11 Sig Regt was selected by the Director
of Army Bagpipe Music to be the Lone Piper during some of the
performances. He played the lament, Crags of Tumbledown from
high In the Castle ramparts to commemorate all those British
Servicemen who had laid down their lives in the Falklands
campaign. To be selected for such a prestigious post does great
credit to Sgt Scott's piping abilities and also his head for heights!
CORPS PIPES AND DRUMS INTERNATIONAL DANCING
TEAM
During the Tattoo it is tradition that each act put on a show for
the other performers in the Garrison WOs' and Sgts' Mess. We

The Russian Government decided to host an international military
tattoo based roughly on the format of the Edinburgh Tattoo. The
Pipes and Drums of the Royal Corps of Signals were given the
prestigious honour of being one of the first pipe bands to be
invited to participate. The Tattoo ran over the period 9 - 17
September and took place on Red Square in front of the Kremlin
in Moscow. To say that the Russians love piping and drumming
is an understatement. The pipes and drums found themselves
mobbed by photographers and Muscovites every time we tuned
up before marching onto Red Square. The trip went well despite
a few cries of "not more raw fish"! The vodka did help to wash it
down however.
PUBLIC RELATIONS
2007 saw our profile and that of The Royal Corps of Signals
reach new heights with pipers and drummers appearing regularly
in the press. The band received very good coverage on the
BBC's screening of the Tattoo. SSgt Thomas managed to get
himself on TV, on Sky and ITV news, whilst Sgt Scott stepped in
for Sig Jamie Motherwell, who got stage fright on an Edinburgh
local radio station. The title of the band member who made the
most newspapers however, was a harder fought out battle. Lt
Lee Chamberlain led the competition initially with his
appearances as "Piper Lee" on the MOD website and the Wirral
Advertiser. However, much to Pipe Major Taylor's dismay, who
still can't understand why nobody wanted to interview him, the
award went to W02 (Supvr IS) Billy Wardrope. The Daily
Record, The Sun, The Edinburgh Evening News and the BBC
news website to name but a few, were some of his conquests.
Wire readers please note that of course the pipers and drummers
are raising the public profile of the Corps and not themselves!
DRUM CORPS
Unusual times call for unusual measures and 2007 was no
exception. The Pipes and Drums seem to have more than its fair
share of pipers and not so many drummers. Pipe Major Taylor
took the unusual step of teaching 3 of the pipers how to play the
drums and so very well done to Sigs Bhadra, Bijay and Nanda
who excelled at the Tattoo with their displays on the bass and
tenor drums.
2008
Both Pipe Major Rowan and Pipe Major Taylor would like to
thank all members of the Pipes and Drums for all their hard word
over the past year. However, now is the time to start preparing
for 2008 and all tha1 it will bring. Invitations have already been
received from 3 overseas countries for us to make an
appearance, so another busy year lies ahead. Anyone who has
an interest in joining the Pipes and Drums, whether it b as a
complete novice or with some prior experience, please contact
Pipe Major Rowan on 94371 2501.
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ROYAL BRITISH LEGION BADGE PRESENTATION
In January 2007, the Royal Signals Motorcycle Display Team 'The
White Helmets' was visited by the Royal British Legion (RBL)
Blandford Branch in order to recruit the Team as members. When
27 Members of the Team competed the application forms and
became members along with some of the team wives, it made
the RBL Blandford Branch the only branch to recruit a complete
motorcycle display team in the world .

front of the general public. All successful candidates are brought
to the team the following January to train for the season ahead.
The Team is always looking for committed and enthusiastic
volunteers from the ranks of Sig - Cpl. No previous motorcycle
experience is required . For more information contact the team on
01258 482365.

On Friday 19 October, the Chairman of the Blandford Branch, Mr
AK Willock personally presented the Team with their membership
badges of the RBL, a badge that is recognised worldwide by all
British Forces pers.
The 2007 White Helmets Team is made up of serving volunteer
members of the Royal Corps of Signals who will have completed
to at least Class Two level in their specific trade. Most Team
Members have also been deployed on op tours, most recently to
Iraq and Afghanistan.
The motorcycle display itself is a show of the courage, discipline
and teamwork needed by the modern day signals soldier.
Each year in November, the Team holds a 2 week selection
course for new members to attempt to join. The selection course
is physically and mentally challenging and designed to show the
team what the course would be like during the show season, in

Mr Willock presents the Team Captain with his RBL oodge and
receives a White Helmets plaque in return

ROYAL SCHOOL OF SIGNALS
INTERNATIONAL DEFENCE TRAINING - ANOTHER SUCCESS
FOR OMAN

Director of Training, Col GJT Rafferty congratulates SSgt Khalid Al
Farsi, Sultan of Oman's Armed Forces Signals, on being awarded
his Batchelor of Science degree in Telecommunications Systems
Engineering after his successful completion of the No 76 Foreman
of Signals Course
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FOREMAN OF SIGNALS TRAINING FOR OMAN
Oman has had another success with the completion of the FOS
course No 76 by SSgt Khalid Al Farsi and his being awarded a
BSc degree in Telecommunications Systems Engineering. This is
another successful outcome from the ongoing Omani/UK trg
programme at the Royal School of Signals to develop the Sultan
of Oman's Armed Forces Signal Corps technicians into
supervisory engineers. Having completed their trade trg in Oman,
they come to Blandford and attend the Systems Engineering
Technician Upgrader course to perfect their knowledge and
improve their colloquial English language abilities before
attending the FOS course itself. SSgt Khalid arrived at Blandford
in July 2004, went through both courses and has just completed
FOS 76. This has been a sterling effort on his part for someone
completing an extremely difficu lt course in his second language.
On his departure SSgt Khalid was very grateful and quite profuse
in his thanks to the staff of ASS, particularly the ICT Faculty and
Eng Wing, in helping him achieve his goal and he also showed his
appreciation to the Royal Signals Loan Service staff in Oman who
helped him prepare for the course. For most of the time he was
here, he was accompanied by his family who were not only given
language trg arranged through the Hive but his children also
attended Downlands School on the Camp. SSgt Khalid Al Farsi
hopes to return in November to attend the formal Graduation
Ceremony at Bournemouth University as he likes the idea of an
Omani soldier wearing a mortar board and gown. The
international trg programme continues with 2 more Omani
technicians who are scheduled to arrive at Blandford in January
2008 prior to attending one of the last Sys Eng Tech Upgrader
courses, with the intention of joining the next FOS course starting
in September 2008.
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ARTD STAFF LEADERSHIP SCHOOL (ASLS) PIRBRIGHT
- by SSgt Geordie Gough

The ARTD Staff Leadership School (ASLS) has now been up and
running for 6 '11onths and the instructors have now completed 10
'Defence Train The Trainer' (DTTT) courses. Over 800 Phase 1 or
Phase 2 mil and civilian staff working for the Army Recruiting
Training Division (ARTD) have been trained on these courses. The
school has had a huge number of visits from mil as well as
civilian organisations and has even hosted a visit from the
Australian Anny, who are considering setting up a similar

institution. Recently the School also had a visit from Soldier
Magazine and an article will follow. The first "Sub-unit Coaches
Course" which is aimed at the coaching and development of
instructors, rather than the soldiers under trg is now well under
way and a "Master Coaches Course" is planned for February
2008.
Editor's Note: The aims and more details about the ARTD Staff
Leadership School were published in the August 2007 issue of
The Wire .

The team then moved to Sennybridge Camp near Brecon where
we conducted 3 arduous days in the Brecon Beacons National
Park. The team was by this point peaking, and all felt ready to
tackle the event the followi ng Monday.
Race day started early, following a long weekends rest and
meticulous preparation of kit. The weather had changed.
Following several weeks of sunshine there was now heavy rain
and strong gusting winds. After final kit checks and breakfast the
teams took to the start line. By the time the SOinC(A) sounded
the starting hooter the teams were soaked!
The teams charged off the line and into the darkness towards
Checkpoint 1. They were to return slightly more than 12 hrs later,
following numerous hills, a multitude of river crossings and 40
miles of tough moors. They had each experienced a variety of
emotions and it was with some rel ief that they were able to take
off their bergens at the finish line!
The teams were both successful with the A team finishing a very
competitive 3rd overall, in a time of 12 hrs 54 mins and 40 secs
while the B team a very creditable 9th, in a time of 14 hrs 17 mins
and 40 secs, showing what great strength in depth the Regt has.

1st (UNITED KINGDOM) ARMOURED DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT

All competed with great determination allied with good humour
throughout. They were very ably assisted by a well organised
admin team for whose efforts all competitors were hugely
grateful.
It is with sore feet, aching legs and a sense of pride and
achievement that we look forward to next year's event.

co
RSM

Lt Col CSK Paterson
W01 (RSM) G McGachy

Regtl commitments are coming in thick and fast and it is
becoming increasingly difficult to keep up with the pace of work
being thrown at us. As always, quality of life is important, and we
have tried hard to squeeze as many social and sporting events in
to the calendar as we can in this jam packed time of ex
commitments.
While the last 2 months has seen exs interspersed with the
Lanyard Trophy, Regtl AT, Sports Tours and Social Events, the
next 2 months sees a lot more of us out of camp on the 4 Bde
MRX, the BCIP 5 Op Field Trial, and more in the lead up to
Christmas.

amount of ground en route to the next admin point at Checkpoint
4, where we were told we were the first female team in.
Overtaking male teams all the time, we attacked the hill from 6 to
7. Once we were finally there we could see our admin team at
the edge of the forest at Checkpoint 8 and so hurried down to
them for a final fix of jelly babies and Vaseline! Up the re-entrant
to the track and we made it to Checkpoint 9 in very good time,
keeping the next female team, 11 Sig Regt, nearly an hour behind
us. Crossing the line in 14 hrs and 1 min, we won the female
competition and finished 9th overall. Thank you to Sig Mcleod,
Sig Darlington and Sgt Gibbs for the help and morale they
provided. Well done - now who wants to defend the title again
next year?

Since arriving in Baghdad, all elements of the Sqn have been
kept busy. Four years of CIS infrastructure had begun to look
tired and our installation technicians from 10 Sig Regt were
challenged with the task to re-lay fibre throughout the BSU and
remove all the legacy fibre. The Maude House Ops room in BSU
was also in dire need of some TLC and we have now reorganized
the layout, re-laid all CIS tails and updated the power supply
throughout the building.
On the radio side, we inherited some very good work from the
Gurkhas and our successful tests and trials of a new radio
system will see this delivered in theatre over the next few months.
We have also been busy supporting the PROFOR Coy from 1IG,
with Royal Signals soldiers deploying into the 'Red Zone' troops,
alongside the inf on several occasions.
Life in the IZ has proven to be surprisingly comfortable; the life sp
provided in the BSU is first class and we are lucky to have
access to some of the excellent US facilities on a regular basis.
Often shown on western media, we expected the IZ to be a large
place but it is considerably smaller than it appears in news
articles. After a short period of time, the majority of the Sqn has
seen almost all there is to see in the IZ, including taking the
almost compulsory pictures at the 'crossed swords'.
The one area that has taken us by surprise is the scale of the
multinational effort in Baghdad ; we regularly see soldiers and
officers of almost every nationality, as well as pers from the
countless Private Security Details operating in the AO. However
it is the vast number of US soldiers who dominate the ground,
especially with the surge ongoing. Luckily we have a good
relationship with the US Forces, which enables us to utilise many
of their facilities, including the US-managed 25m ranges for
zeroing (anything up to .50 calibre!), the PX, the US Dining
Facilities (DFACs) (for seemingly endless supplies of ice-cream)
and the nearby Liberty Recreational Complex where the troops
manage to escape the heat for a few hours at the swimming pool
once a week.

201 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj AHT Garrett
W02(SSM) RD Heynes

The 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt Male Lanyard Trophy Team

LANYARD TROPHY COMPETITION 2007 - LADIES TEAMS
by Lt Suzie Wallis
The Lanyard Competition was held in Okehampton, Dartmoor this
year on Monday 24 September. 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt
made the epic trip over from Herford on Tuesday 4 September
and the ladies team began trg the next day. Apart from some
aggressive cows and bogs that were seemingly always located by
Lts Laura Champion and Suzie Wallis our first week's trg was
productive and we had covered the whole route in the first 5
days. We had some fantastic weather and developed some
serious squaddie tans! We confirmed our routes for the next 3
days and practised the start of the competition at 0530hrs to get
a good idea of how dark it would be at that time. The few days
prior to the competition were spent relaxing and sorting out all
our admin. With boxes packed to the brim with sweets and
energy drinks for the competition admin points, we were as ready
as we would ever be.
We were up at an ungodly hour and on the start line in perfect
time for the hooter to sound at 0530hrs. The first leg was
completed in pitch black and after losing some time ear1y on, due
to an unsuccessful river crossing, we began to make up a huge
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211 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Maj GJ Oliver
W02(SSM) D Churchward

211 SIGNAL SQUADRON (FORWARD) - BAGHDAD

The winning Ladies Team in the 2007 Lanyard Trophy Competition

THE LANYARD TROPHY 2007 - MALE TEAMS - by 2Lt Davies
Following several months of trg in camp, the 2 male teams set off
for 3 weeks build-up trg in the UK. This was to encompass route
recces for the course and endurance trg.
The team arrived in Okehampton in high spirits; looking forward
to trg and getting out on the route to see what we were in for
come race day! The time spent on the moor over the following 2
weeks was very productive. The team felt that they had
establishe~ ~ good route between each of the checkpoints and
that as 1nd1v1duals, and as a team, we were getting stronger.
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Elements of 211 Sig Sqn deployed on Op TELIC X at the start of
July, replacing 248 Gurkha Sig Sqn in Baghdad to provide
comms to the UK 3 star, who is the Senior British Military
Representative (Iraq) (SBMR-1), the British HQ at the Baghdad
Support Unit (BSU) and other UK staff embedded with coalition
forces within the Baghdad AO.
The majority of pers work in the BSU, located inside the
International Zone (IZ) but we also have pers working from within
the US Embassy and also at the Multinational Corps HQ at Camp
Victory to the West of Baghdad. The majority of the CIS eqpt
used within the AO is unique to Theatre and the value of the
special-to-arm trg has been proven . After a busy first few weeks,
the troops have now become au-fait with all the systems in use
and also to the new systems which have been implemented since
our arrival.
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Sandbagging

Over at Camp Victory life is equally or even more comfortable;
our small 4-man det provides CIS to the UK 2 star (the Corps
Deputy Commanding General) and other UK elements (LOs,
embedded officers etc). Working from a lakeside villa, they have
a busy life when things go wrong, but probably the most enviable
working environment in Baghdad when things are runn ing
smoothly.
This is the first op tour for several members of the Sqn and so far
everyone seems to be enjoying the challenges and experiences of
working in a multinational environment, away from the UK main
force element. Three months in, the tour has been very
successful and everyone is determined to make a difference and
achieve a great deal whilst also making the most of the facilities
on hand .
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Maj P Pearce
W02(SSM) S McGuckien

ORIENTEERING IN FRANCE JULY 07 - by Cpl Mitchell
'F: 1e Days of France' is an international orienteering event
at'ended by over 3000 people. Possibly due to the challenging
routes over varying terrain but probably because of it's setting on
the beautiful coastline of the south of France.
1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt have been very successf~I in
orienteering competitions over the past 12 months and this was
our opportunity to prove ourselves in front of the world and more
importantly the Corps team selectors.
Everyone on the team made the odd mistake which cost them
valuable seconds on a checkpoint here and there. My first 'slight'
error came on the first day, where I spent 25 mins getting dizzy in
a wood, looking for a control in the wrong place. Big thanks to
Sgt Steve Mallison, who was with the Corps development
squad, for giving me a helping hand. Unfortunately my mistake
had taken me out of the running for a top position and so my
efforts turned to a bigger target - beating my team mate Sgt
Andy Widdup.
Sgt Widdup had beaten me on 90% of our runs in the past,
purely on technical ability. He was also beating most of the guys
on the Corps development team and was not going to slow
down. My best bet was to play dirty. Little did I know I had come
to the party capital of Europe on a SAGA holiday. The guys were
too professional to get drunk the night before a hard run and too
scared that Maj Tony Farrow would make them wear the
dreaded orange hat of shame if they got the worst time of the
day. Something the Dutch seemed to be doing in the name of
fashion!
On the 5th and final day, everyone was hurting. Both legs and
egos were at a low and the temperature was hitting the mid 30s
for our lunchtime start. Sgt Craig Edmondson our fastest 'A'
course runner declared early in the day "I'm not running! It's too
hot and my legs have had it". I think it was his pride that made
him set off and continue to run, on probably the most demanding
day of the whole year. Although he put in an admirable time he
really didn't look happy at the finish line.
By the time we started our 18 hr drive back most of us were just
happy to not to have to run anymore. Thanks to some great
technical coaching through the week I was able to beat Sgt
Widdup and Sgt Mallison on the last day, showing some real
improvement. Maj Farrow was able to balance the books and
W02 Gordon was able to prove age and an office job don't get in
the way of a good Orienteering career.
SSAFA MOUNT KENYA TREK FUND RAISER - MR HERFORD
07 - by LCpl P Chilcott
Three wives from the Regt are planning on attending the SSAFA
Mount Kenya exped in the New Year and are frantically raising
money, with an aim of €17000 by February 2008. On 12 July, a
Mr Herford event was held and raised €1000 towards that total.
Eight soldiers and officers volunteered their own time (or were
volunteered!) to strut their stuff on the catwalk amongst 80
screaming ladies and a few supporting lads. The event was
broken down in to 3 stages: Smart Suits, Sports Wear and of
course, Swim Wear. Each contestant had a chance to strut their
best features to the audience to the music of their choice for
each themed round.
The event started with an introduction dance to Run DMC. The
exception was Cpl Makin who amused the audience by
swapping the rap dance off for a rendition of Swan Lake! After 2
themed catwalks, there was a raffle with prizes kindly donated by
the Regtl PAI shop. The evening's finale was the swimsuit

contest with a twist. Each contestant invited a lady from the
audience to join them on the stage to dance the Cha Cha Slide,
with a finale presentation of love heart chocolates to say thanks
for the help.
The winner was to be decided by the loudest screams from the
audience. It was hard to decide the winner between Lt
Macintyre and Sig Jones. The head to head final vote was cast,
resulting in the crowning of Sig Jones.

2nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
co

Lt Col JJ Cole
W01 (RSM) JA March

RSM
The event was an overall success and the girls would like to
thank all who attended, and those who made the event happen.
We would like to thank the contestants: Lt Macintyre, Cpl Mark,
Cpl Makin, Sig Hicky, Sig Madden, Sig Jones, Cfn Archer, and
Ctn Chombe.
If anyone would like to donate some money to the SSAFA Mount
Kenya appeal, please contact LCpl Paul Chilcott on Mil: 94882
3742.

OPERATION HERRICK UPDATE
A the new CO begins his comd in barracks (having been in
for 4 months on Op HERRICK), it seems unlikely that he
·11 see the Regt complete for several months to come. As 219
1
;ig Sqn returned from ops,
Sig Sqn remain in
to
complete their tour as the Regional Command (S~uth) Sig Sqn.
They, in turn, are being replaced by 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn who
retain the op commitment until March 2008.

c~md

21~

To attain this accolade, she had competed in the "World Pan
Amateur Kickboxing Championships" earlier in the year. LCpl
Chisholm represented England in the Self Defence category,
which is a mixture of atemi, aikido, judo and karate. She proved
her skills and knowledge in these varying disciplines and
managed a very creditable joint 3rd.

Kand~har

HQ SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj R Manning
W0 2(SSM) Brody

BRAEMAR GAMES - by Sgt Korber
The Regtl Tug-of-War (TOW) team took part in the Braemar Royal
Highland Gathering on Saturday 1 September 2007. The top 10
teams from all Services where invited to compete for what is
widely known as the Blue Ribbon event of the year, in the
presence of Her Majesty the Queen and other senior members
of the Royal Family.
The teams where split into 2 leagues of 5 teams. We were drawn
in a very competitive group which included the overall Army
Champions, 40 Fd Regt RA. The Regt performed beyond
expectations, which resulted in a second placing behind the
Gunners. The 2 top teams from each league went through to a
semi-final and the remainder which included 11 Sig Regt and 21
Sig Regt went forward to a plate competition, which incidentally
11 Sig Regt won.
1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt was drawn against 14 Regt RA,
winners of league A, who were also favourites to win through to
meet 40 Fd Regt in an all RA final. The Regt and Corps had
other idea's. 14 Regt RA won the first end and things looked to
be going their way, but the demanding and dedicated trg taken
by our Regt's TOW squad throughout the year paid dividends, the
Regt put in a gutsy performance to take the second end.
Although the Gunners won the toss and had the advantage of
choosing the best end, the psychological damage had been
done; the Regt dropped hard and powered their way to a 2 - 1
victory.
The Regt then faced and unfortunately lost to a very experienced
and well rehearsed 40 Fd Regt. They put up a spirited fight and
left with heads held high as Runners Up Braemar Games. We are
now acknowledged as the team most improved and one to watch
in the 2008 season.
QUARTERMASTERS DEPARTMENT UPDATE - by Sgt Humble
The summer has seen a large turnaround of people for the Dept.
With the departure of 5 members. Maj QM(A) Tony Farrow, W02
RQMS(T) Mark Pollock, SSgt Frank Lewer, Sgt Nicky Pullen
and last but not least LCpl Dave Byrne. We wish them all the
best in their new units. Of course all of these people needed
replacing for the Dept to function properl y, so we welcome W02
RQMS(T) Jim Pritchard, SSgt Tony Ash, Sgt Andy Humble and
Cpl Nicky Horton. During this busy turnaround, we have also
had a birth and a marriage so our congratulations go to Cpl Gaz
Jones and his wife Jo on there wedding and also LCpl Billy
Prior and wife Toni on the birth of their second child Lucas.
Congratulations also go to Sigs Thompson and Jeffery on being
selected for promotion to LCpl. Well done and good luck.

Regtl life in York continues at a frantic pace as the P.reparations
are being made for a Regtl Medals Parade, the Serv_1ce of
Remembrance at York Minster and setting the cond1t1o~s for the
future op commitments in 2008 and 2009. The Regt will also
retain the standing commitments to Op VERTIAS (Fwd a~d Rear),
Spearhead Land Element; held permanently at 24hrs notice to
move and the Airborne Task Force HQ.
SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc

Maj P Anderson
W02(SSM) I Conlan

SSM

As usual a busy period for Sp Sqn with half of the Regt deployed
on Ops TELIC and HERRICK or on their way home, Sp and 246
Sqns have provided the backbone of 2 Sig Re~t as normal
.
business 'cracked on'. The visit of Brig P Davies, Comd 11 Sig
Bde to the Regt offered the opportunity for him to present LCpl
Nikita Chisholm with her International Colours for he.r
.
participation at the International Self Defence Champ1onsh1ps.
As is the norm with Sp Sqn a number of hellos and farewells
must be said .
Postings In

Postings Out

Maj Anderson (OC)
Maj Higgins (QM)
Maj Taylor (AMO)
Capt Barber (Adjt)
Capt Algate (OC LAD)
Capt Swift (TOT)
Capt Cooper (Tech Adjt)
Capt Yat es (Trg Offr)
W01 March (RSM)
W01 Cleminson (Regt FofS)
W02 Conlan (SSM)
W02 Crawford (RQMS(T))
W02 McClelland (RAWO)
W02 (YofS) Rutland (Trg YofS)
SSgt Howard
SSgt Hoggard
SSgt Oliver (Master Chef)
SSgt Porteus
Sgt Brameld
Sgt Crutchley
Sgt Healy
Sgt Jackson
Sgt Wills

Maj Tivey (OC)
Maj Keat es (QM)
Maj Smith (Adjt)
Maj Wright (Ass Ops Offr)
Capt Heath (Regt FofS)
Capt Reid (OC LAD)
Capt Townley (RSM)
W02 Concepcion (RQMS(T))
W02 Leask (SSM)
W02 Kriehn (RAWO)
W02 Jones (TrgYofS)
SSgt Ambury
SSgt Robinson (Master Chef)
Sgt Bowman
Sgt Ford
Sgt Johnson
Sgt James
Sgt Lyons
Sgt Maskelyne
Sgt Moran
Sgt Robertson
Sgt Russell
Sgt Tennick

INTERNATIONAL COLOURS AWARDED - by SSgt Brundle
Comd 11 Sig Bde, Brig P Davis, visited the Regt ~n '.hur~~%~e
October and during his visit to Eng Sp Tp, he was i~vited Self
the presentation of International Colours in K1ckbox1ng and
Defence to LCpl Nikita 'Nails' Chisholm.

Brig Davis presents International Colours in Kickboxing and
Self Defence to LCpl Nikita Chisholm

Later in the week she competed in the Ladies Full Contact .
.
Division, the only member of the England team to compe!e ~n this
category. She managed to fight her way through the preliminary
rounds to the semi-final, where she was unfortunately_defeated
by an opponent from Egypt and again managed to gain a ve'.f
impressive 3rd place. For this she was awarded her International
Colours and a deserving 'Well Done' from the Bde Comd.
REGIONAL COMMAND (SOUTH) SIGNAL SQUADRON - OP
HERRICK

oc
SSM
SSM

Maj M Graham (in Kandahar)
W02(SSM) A Hayes (in York)
W02(SSM) N Ulley (in Kandahar)

The Sqn is currently in the middle of its RIP by ~46 Gu.rkha Sig
Sqn as the Regional Command (South) HQ & Sig Sqn in
Kandahar, Afghanistan.
214 have had an exceptionally busy, demanding and successful
tour. Usually a Cormorant strategic comms Sq~ , we had .to
make the difficult transition to an independen~ D1~ HQ & Sig Sqn
(very similar in role, responsibilities and orga111sat.1on to a Bde HQ
& Sig Sqn). With just 78 members, the Sqn provides a vast array
of comms and all life sp to the nearly 400 sta~ of the HQ. The
Sqn has coped with a wide range of very testing task~ very
professionally and everyone has pulled more than their weight and some have more to pull than others!. If we say so ourselves,
we have had a huge impact on the HQ and we can be ~roud of
the state in which we are handing it over - we have achieved 1ust
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All ranks of 214 Sig Sqn would like to bid a fond farewell to
everyone who has left during our tour or been posted, such as Lt
Dave Marcham (toughing it out in Tampa on that most
demanding and dangerous op, Op VERY WELL TANNED),
W02(FofS) 'Dusty' Miller (gone to return to the darkside of
Blandford), W02(SSM) Chris Ogg (now coming to terms with
"Freshers Week " at Edinburgh UOTC), W02(SSM) Nick 'Smiler'
Ulley (also wondering quite how he got selected for an OTC),
SSgt 'Texas Pete' Mason and Cpl Drewery. A separate and
special goodbye goes out to Sgt 'Woody' Wood (14 Sig Regt)
and Sgt Pete Richards (30 Sig Regt) for their help in making this
H~ilil~'l'-f~iiJ tour a great success and wish them all the best for the future.
219 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj A Mould
W02(SSM) J Kielty

On 1 October 07, the doors of 219 Sig Sqn re-opened for
business with pers returning to reconstitute the Sqn following a
busy tour in Afghanistan and supporting the Regt on rear party.
The Sqn welcomes many new faces from within the Regt and
"='-=-=="-"-'~~~~====---===~=~~~~~===-1 from further a field, especially Sgts Blakey, Brown and
Regional Command (South) Signal Squadron hierarchy
McCluskie, Cpls Wright, Field and Laws, LCpls Ennis and
about everything we set out to when we arrived. Now with the
tour coming to a close, all our members are now preparing for a 2
day reintegration package back in York which includes a BPFA,
drill (yes, you read that right drill!), our medal parade and some
surprises still to be announced, finally followed by some well
earned POTL.
The Sqn has been very busy during the tour with little time for
social activities due to pers on shift or working long, long days.
In true 214 spirit, however, we still managed to find time for some

Cowell and Sigs Girdlestone, Hudson, Stirling, Morgan,
Hobday, Evans, Winson, Boothman, and Rankine.
Everyone seems to be settling back into life in barracks and there
is nothing like a visit from the Bde Comd to keep a Sqn on its
toes! The Sqn had a good result on the Sig to LCpl promotion
board and all ranks pass their congratulations to Sigs Boothman,
Buist, Durham , Edwards, Heron, Messenger, Nimmo,
Rankine, MacKenzie and Thompson.
On the home front congratulations go to Cpl Jones who gave

,-----------==----=-,...--,.~-----------~ birth to a healthy baby boy on 1 October and to Sgt Latham

whose wife gave birth to a healthy baby girl on 5 October.
REFLECTIONS ON AN OPERATIONAL TOUR
- by Sig Nimmo
After over a year of waiting, I had finally been stood up for my
first overseas op. I remember feeling quite excited. This is after
all what it's all about; the reason most of us join up and the
reason every day is a trg day. The emotional rollercoaster that is
basic trg, the endless months of trade trg at Blandford and the
continuation trg that is forever going on within the Regt; this is
why we do it all. However, after some more thought, it began to
seem quite daunting; how well had I remembered those
fundamental skills from basic trg all those months ago that
could potentially be the difference between life and death, if I
ever found myself in a hostile environment? We had been stood
up i.n .good time, so the Sqn and Regtl Trg Wing set about
dev1s1ng an appropriate programme to send us off to
Afghanistan with the knowledge and confidence required to
operate in such an intense environment. The next few months
were fairly busy to say the least. Always something on, MATT
trg: comms courses, OPTAG, and the penultimate week, prior to
going on long Christmas leave spent in Barry Budden on a very
cold but very enjoyable range week.
It w.as a str~nge feeling heading home for pre-deployment leave;
..__-~----------.-::!!!!!!!!!=;..._-..;..._..::==:....:..-.:=.J exc1~ed,. as 1t was Christmas but knowing this was to be the last

quizzes, a film night and games nights for the whole HQ, a
Su~rstars competition and lots of sporting events. All in all they
provided excellent opportunities to keep morale up and the
banter high between the Sqn and the many different multinational elements of the HQ.

quality time I would be spending with my friends and loved ones
for a long time. I promised myself I would make the most of it
and returned to work in early January feeling ready and raring to
go. ~he last few weeks prior to deployment dragged. Most of the
lads iust wanted to deploy, the majority of the trg had been
com~leted and there :-vas a huge sense of 'let's just get out
there . We filled our time being issued kit, packing and other
small tasks, there was always still something to be done.

The Sqn would like to welcome to its ranks Flt Lt Mike Roberts
and W02(SSM) Hayes and their families, along with all those
soldiers new and old who will join the Sqn on the reformation of
the real 214 on 3 December on our return from POTL.

I ha~ known for a while I wouldn't be working with any of the Sqn
out in Afghanistan. With 6 lads from 219 and a further 9 from 22
Sig Regt, I had done all the relevant courses, trg and trials for the
J1/J4 system, now known as the Op HERRICK RU, designed to

KAF Tp working hard

provide JPA to troops in theatre. We would be working in 4 man
teams at 4 different locations across Afghanistan. I was
apparently 'lucky' to be sent to Kabul along with 3 others from 22
Sig Regt. This was a 22 Sig Regt task, so our deployment out
there came under them. It was time to say our goodbyes to the
rest of the Sqn; we wished them the best and travelled down to
Stafford 2 days prior to our outward flight. We were met with a
warm handshake from the lads down there and then went out on
the town to get to know the guys we were going to be spending
the next 6 months with. The next day consisted of some final
admin, with most of the lads getting their heads down after
dinner in order to get up early for the journey down to RAF Brize
Norton. It was an early one alright, 0330hrs, if I remember
correctly. A bunch of guys packing their kit onto a bus in the
early hours before heading off to the airport, almost reminiscent
of last year's lads trip to lbiza ... but not quite. I guess it hadn't
really sunk in yet.

different living conditions compared to what we are used to in the
western world.
As a Sig on ops, it became apparent that life can become quite
mundane, especially when not busy. Since JPA was not actually
going live in theatre for another few months that was sometimes
the case. We kept ourselves busy with small tasks and helped
out other depts when we could. At times, when you hadn't left
the camp for a few weeks, you could almost have been on a
camp back in the UK. Life was comfortable most of the time, but
tedious for sure.
Most of the guys kept themselves occupied in their free time with
the gym and games of poker. One of the highlights of my tour
however was a mountain trek up Gharib Ghar. The mountain is
within an Afghan National Army controlled area so it was relatively
safe, but we carried our rifles and ammunition to exercise
caution. It took an hour or so to climb but provided some

Then it did. The realisation, the first time I actually thought
'holy %#@! I'm heading into a war zone' . It was after 9 hrs of
being over-fed and pampered with tea and biscuits from the
air stewards when the captain announced we were coming
into land and instructed us to put on our body armour and
helmets. Then all the lights went out. Then all the thoughts
and concerns started going through my head, imagining the
worst. Quite obviously it was like nothing I had ever
experienced before and the longest 10 mins or so of my life.
We landed, safe and sound.
Straight away, the minute you touched the tarmac you
instantly switch on, overly aware of everything around you.
You think: 'I'm in Afghanistan' and your natural defensive
instincts kick in, even in the relative safety of a secure air
strip. It had been a long day though and after checking in
most just couldn't wait to get a few hours shut eye. The next
day was spent hanging around the RSOI. Kandahar camp is
so huge you can't really see much of Afghanistan so I guess
it was then I began to look forward to the next leg of the
journey.
That evening I had said my farewells to the rest of the lads,
before we went our separate ways. Then it was onto a C17,
destination Kabul, with the rest of my det, minus the det comd
who had flown out weeks previously to set up in our location. It
was my first time on a C17 and I remember it increasing my
feeling of being in a war zone. It was a fairly short flight and we
were greeted at the airport by the 2 Sig Regt MT; it was good to
see a few friendly faces. After a briefing from the packet comd,
we jumped in the back of the Saxons and headed off on the short
journey down to Camp Souter, under the cover of darkness.
Camp Souter is a fairly decent camp by op standards, so it was
an instant relief to know I wouldn't have to live in bad conditions.
If that was the case then, of course, I would just get on with it,
but I had expected the worst so maybe in this case I was just
'lucky'.
The next few weeks involved a lot of re-familiarising ourselves
with the kit and establishing a good working routine. I remember
someone saying to me before I left, "if you get yourself into a
decent routine with work, the gym etc then the tour should fly
by". Fly by it did not but I think that in hindsight, the routine
helped.
Within the first week I was out and about on the streets of Kabul.
I took up every opportunity to do top cover travelling to and from
the ranges for zeroing and I honestly could hardly believe my
eyes. I was trying to take it all in but stay alert and focussed on
the job in hand at the same time. Straight away, from the first
time I set foot outside the camp, my life changed forever. After
returning I still couldn't get over the shock of the absolute poverty
that the majority of Afghan people live in. I started to think about
how lucky I was and also began to realise why some of these
people think about making a martyr of themselves. I don't mean
to seem offensive in my thoughts and I'm sure a lot of Afghans
are happy with their lives but it was such a shock seeing the

Sig Nimmo on the summit of Gharib Ghar

absolutely stunning views and possibly showed why the Afghans
fought so hard so not to give it all up to the Russians.
Back to camp and back to work. Initially we only had kit set up
to provide JPA for the clerks and a few others at Camp Souter
but it was always the intention to roll out kit to another 4 sites
within the Kabul AOR for JPA going live to other Arms and
Services. This was a very enjoyable period of the tour for me and
the time where I learnt the most as we were out on the ground
almost on a daily basis trying to get shots in and achieve comms
from all the other locations prior to the new kit arriving.
We encountered a variety of different problems across all the new
sites and each time on returning to Camp Souter we would send
off a sitrep to our third line support in KAF detailing the issues we
were having and over a period of time, with more trials and
testing, together we came up with solutions to each individual
case.
So, we had proved the comms links and after another few more
weeks of waiting for the arrival of the kit, it was rolled out to the
other 4 sites. By this time it was nearing the end of the tour and I
would be lying if I said we didn't have a few teething problems,
but after a lot of hard work and a few late nights it was all in,
before the go live date and before our replacements had arrived.
Mission accomplished.
Most days are the same on tour. Most weeks are the same, that's
possibly why it seems you're there so long, with no marker of
time. Luckily, like I have said, I was busy right up to the last day
so I wasn't sitting waiting on that penultimate day like some of
the other guys were, I think a few were at heir wits end but
ultimately we all got home, and we were all safe.
We were sent out to do a job and the job was done. It may seem
insignificant to others but I am, and forever will be, proud of the

464
THE WIRE, DECEMBER 2007

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 2007

465

job I did out there, the jobs we all did. Every man is a small cog in
a big machine and without the next man we wouldn't be able to
do the jobs we all do.
246 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj BG White
W02(SSM) Dhirbahadur Pun

This has been exceptionally busy year for 246 Gurkha Sig Sqn as
the rear based Sqn while both 214 and 219 Sig Sqns have been
deployed on Op HERRICK. After the successes of the first op
deployment of Cormorant, returning from Op TELIC in May 07 the
next task was looking after all the comms assets of the Regt.
This was a fairly mammoth task but on top of that, the Sqn had
the tasks of Op VERITAS Forward in Qatar, Rear in Tampa,
Speamead Lead Element (SLE)/The Airborne Task Force (ABTF),
Trailwalker UK and in the meantime they had to prepare
themselves for a deployment to Op HERRICK as the RC(S) Sig
Sqn.
The pre-deployment trg commenced in July and finished on 5
October and involved several NATO and National CIS courses
and mil and physical trg. NATO courses including NATO router,
Alcatel Switch and NATO CRYPTO accountant were all
conducted at the NATO CIS School in Latina, Italy. Other CIS
courses, involving TACSAT, ISAF Networking and several other
application orientated CIS courses were conducted all around the
UK.

- by Cpl Akash Sunwar
Although everyone had completed the APWT on their personal
wpn and had gone through the Individual Battle Skills Range
(IBSR) package in the preceding month on ranges in Catterick
and Warcop Village; the Field Firing Training (FFT) week (1 O - 14
September) in Barry Buddon, Scotland was the most interesting
and demanding phase. It is now mandatory that soldiers undergo
extensive mil trg to deploy on Op HERRICK, as everyone is
required to be able to fight at a basic Inf level. The IBSR is the
bare minimum, however the trg wing at 2 Sig Regt organised 3
field firing packages for all Sqns deploying to Afghanistan. The
whole week was packed with physically and mentally demanding
range packages and other mil trg in a very busy programme. The

range package included Individual Weapon (IW), General Purpose
Machine Gun (GPMG), Pistol shoots, Top Cover scenarios,
Moving Target Shoots, Defence Shoots (day and night), Close
Quarter Battle (COB) ranges, FIBUA, casualty extraction under
fire and Sect attacks. The lads enjoyed the GPMG and Pistol
shoot the most because many of them had not touched those
wpn systems since completing their basic trg and we are talking
about 9/10 years for some of them and for some of the young UK
soldiers they had only ever fired the SABO. In the Top Cover
shoot the sect had to crawl about 25m from the base line behind
a screen of smoke; then they had to climb on the veh and shoot
at the moving targets. There was an awesome display of
firepower and pyrotechnics during the night defence shoot, which
was excellent to watch, but even more exhilarating to be involved
in. Each sect had 2 GPMGs and what seemed like a limitless
amount of ammunition. The targets were popping up and with
trip flares giving bags of illume it was a very exciting range, which
gave the sect 21Cs something to think about if they had to do it
for real. They were exhausted re-supplying the sect!
There was a casualty extraction of about a km, which was not
popular! It was definitely one to remember as we nearly killed the
casualty, dragging him all the way (as the casualty was inevitably
not the lightest). The colourful lights from Mini-flares, and tracer
rounds combined with the sound of single and automatic fire from
the rifle and GPMG, really got the adrenalin pumping. The award
of best use of camouflage goes to Sgt Matt Rees, who would
have looked right at home in a landscaped garden, as his helmet
resembled a little garden with flowers and bushes. The amended
version of a Fire Control Order by Cpl Surendra, "Section !! 100
!!! Enemy everywhere!!!! Rapid Fire!!!!!!" was also highly
memorable. The Sqn OC Maj Ben White managed to pass the
Pistol APWT after failing a record 4 times because he has longest
arms in the Regt and found it hard to focus on the pistol sights
(or so he says). The programme was extremely busy, but
everyone seemed to thoroughly enjoy it. ENDEX was called at
midday on Thursday 13 September 07 and everybody gathered
for a little Bhat and a Beer (or two) with a free bar in the evening.
The OC Saheb highlighted the importance of the trg we had just
undertaken , mentioning that we would hopefully never have to
use it.
We all now feel ready to deploy and look forward to our tour on
Op HERR ICK as the RC (South) Sig Sqn.

The weather drew in and eventually the inevitable happened with
a torrential downpour; this did not deter the Iron Div's Sig Regt,
who swiftly moved into the bar and waited for the shower to pass
and the arrival of the Royal Signals Pipes and Drums, who had
kindly agreed to stop off and do a turn (many thanks to SSgt
'John' Taylor) on their way to Colerne. After a fantastic display
from the Pipes and Drums the arena was again back into full
swing with the Highland Games, falcon display and dog
competition.
After a quick change parade, the CO and RSM appeared over at
the Dunk Tank gathering the crowds as they auctioned
themselves off to be plonked in the drink. After some very
generous offers especially from W02 'Torry' Torrington 's father,
the CO was dunked but strangely he seemed to enjoy it and
returned several times.

Inter-Services Athletes from 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt
Cadrie Cargill for the males. Cpl Davies competed in the 1OOm
and the triple jump and came second in both (1 3.13 sec/10.11 m).
She was also the 4th leg in the 4 x 1OOm relay which the Army
won along with LCpl Walker on the 2nd leg. LCpl Walker
competed in the 200m and came 2nd (27.22 sec) and also came
3rd both in the long jump and the triple jump (4.92m/9.88m). The
female team for the Army won by almost 50 points clear of both
the Navy and the RAF. The men also won with 14 points clear,
with help from Sig Cadrie Cargill who produced a brilliant 3rd leg
of the 4 x 1OOm relay.
JUBILEE CUP FOOTBALL - by Capt Richie Bell

Lt Col Hill gets ready to be dunked again!
The day was enjoyed by all but a special thanks must go to W0 2
SSM 'Micky' Yendell and SSgt 'H' Baker who provided an
excellent service at the bar. The charity of the day was the Army
Benevolent Fund and everybody was hijacked to partake in the
Regimental Raffle, enabling the Regt to make a donation of £100
to the ABF.
ARMY INTER-UNIT ATHLETICS FINALS - by LCpl Paula Walker

3rd (UNITED KINGDOM} DIVISION
HEADQUARTERS AND SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col PEJ Drew
W01 MR Eastman

HEADQUARTERS (THE SOMME) SQUADRON

oc
At the end of
September, the Div
bade farewell to the
CO, Lt Col AG Hill.
We all wish him
and his family well
at his new posting
in PJHQ.
In his place we
welcome Lt Col
PEJ Drew and
family for what
promises to be a
busy 2 years in
comd, with the
upcoming
deployment to Iraq
and challenges of
sp to the Div.

466

SSM

Maj DTH Wilson
W02(SSM) Torrington

REGIMENTAL OPEN DAY - by SSgt OM Lamont
This year's annual Regtl Open Day fell to HQ Sqn to run and was
organised by SSgt 'Pils' Lamont and Sgt 'Mike' Carron under
the watchful eye of the Sqn 21C, Capt ' Danny' Ferguson RLC,
who was deputising as OC while the real one was sunning
himself in Corfu.

Lt Col AG Hill handing over the Regt
to Lt Col PEJ Drew

It was an early start for the works party as Cpl 'Jim' Greenham
and LCpl 'Lee' Cairns pushed the works party to the limit,
ensuring everything was meticulously position ed ready for SSgt
Lamont's final inspection, (well done guys). The day co mmenced
at 1100hrs with the arrival of the 3(UK) Div Sigs Reunion Club and
the CO, who welcomed everybody to the event. W02(QMSI)
'Stu' Irving - the Boss Muscle Buster - and his Gym Queens
quickly took to the arena and gathered the Sqns for the Highland
Games competition. The Sqns battled throughout the day with
numerous activities and the eventual winners were 202 (Armd) Sig
Sqn.
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The 2007 athletics season started in Blandford with the Morrison
Cup and for the first time in years, the male team was on an even
par with the female team coming in 2nd overall. It didn't stop
there. 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt had found a new lease of life as far
as the men's team where concerned . At every stage, they were
matching the girls in giving all opposition, notably the strong 21
Sig Regt Team, a run for their money. Each competition got a
little harder and finally we qualified for the Army Finals; the
pinnacle of the unit athletics season and renowned for its high
level of competition.
With a few of our athletes carrying injuries we had to quickly
adapt with people trying events that they had never done before
and still achieving good results. Sig Gina McGrath had an
impressive pole vault jump (2.0m) to gain first place for the girls
with the help of the new pole that the unit purchased . A late
comer to the season, Capt Anna Barker, a keen biathlete, was a
great help to the team and brought in some much needed results.
The male team was just as strong and had an impressive 4 x
1OOm relay team made up of Sigs Cargill, Alderton, Vine and
Christian . Another late comer to the season for the men was
LCpl Hankey who, though a footballer by preference, put in
some impressive performances and gained some important
points for t he team. The men's team came in 5th and the
women's team came 2nd overall, which is a significant
achievement when the Regt is heavily committed elsewhere.
We also had a number of athletes catch the eye of the Army
Athletics Manager who were then selected to represent the Army
at the Inter-Services Competition; Cpl Jackie Davies, LCpl
Paula Walker from the females and Maj Paul Flavell and Sig
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Following on from the Regtl Football Team 's glorious victory in the
Army Cup Final back in April, we found ourselves thrust into the
turmoil of the Inter-Services Champions Cup Competition (Jubilee
Cup). This competition is contested by the Navy, Army and RAF
Cup Winners, who play each other in a simple league system . 3
Div HQ & Sig Regt were drawn at home on 23 May against HMS
Heron and because of the lack of suitable facilities in
Bulford/Tidworth, the Gunners were kind enough to offer the use
of Shrapnel Park at Larkhill, which quite frankly is the best pitch
in the Army.
A scorching day saw the Regtl team take the field at full strength
and a positive start provided 2 good opportunities for the front
pairing of LCpl Jay Bat es and the Skipper, Sgt John 'Stepha'
Stephenson in the first 5 mins. The half continued in the same
vein, with good build up play bearing little fruit primarily because
of the outstanding man of the match performance of the Navy
keeper, Roy Emmerson (whose brother is an RMP and Army
Player). With 5 mins to play, an under hit pass led to a 50/50
challenge causing ligament damage to Cpl Wes O'Connor's right
leg and he had to be replaced by Sig 'Shirley' Bass. This proved
to be an inspiration as 'Stepha' broke into the box and drove a
hard low cross along the six yard line for 'Shirley' to finish with
his first touch. This sparked a second half of pure pressure for the
Navy lads who gallantly defended. Despite good chances falling
to LCpl ' Danny' Daniel and Sig 'Riz' Rizza, we could not add to
their score which played havoc with the CO's blood pressure.
Nevertheless he survived and the Regt emerged victorious by 10 at the final whistle.
This victory set the Competition up for a grandstand, winner
takes all game against the RAF at Conningsby on 19 June. The
fixture became even more significant after the announcement of
the withdrawal of NAAFI sponsorship and t herefore the probable
demise of the competition. The first half saw the RAF dominate
for long periods thanks to an injury to our Combined Services
centre half, LCpl Mark Hankey, who had to be replaced after 15
mins. Their first goal still relied on some inexperienced defending,
which led to Sig Jay Patmore clearing the ball straight into the
empty net. The sign of a good team is always one which can play
badly and still win, and every time we broke up field , we looked
likely to score, and we did, with 2 well taken goals from 'Stepho'
and ' Danny' Daniel. The second half saw a much improved Regtl
performance and 2 more, simply superb strikes from Stephenson
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and Daniel seemed to have put the game beyond a beleaguered
looking RAF team with "O mins to go. However, Capt Richie
Bell's decision to allow tne lads into Lincoln for a 'quiet beer' the
night before looked to have come back to haunt him as the heat
and the pressure got the better of a tired side. Good defending
from the W02 Dean Boughen and wing backs LCpl Karl Scott
and Cfn Chris Cartwright was not enough to prevent a good
cross being parried into the path of the RAF centre forward to
make the score line closer at 4 - 2. With 3 mins to go, the heat
was really turned up when Sgt Terry Shipway, SSgt Sean
Middleton and W02 Pete Tagg were beaten in the air for the first
time by a pinpoint cross which flew in at the near post to make
the last 3 mins the longest of the CO's life. It amounted to
nothing, 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt held on to the final whistle. Riz was
the Man of the Match and we have now added the Jubilee Cup to
our creaking cabinet full of trophies. This has been the most
successful season for Corps Football in its history with 7 major
trophies finding their way into the Corps coffers. Well done to all
involved from 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt at Regtl, Corps and Army
level.
EXERCISE HIGHLAND IRON TIGER - by 2Lt Rob Fell
Ex HIGHLAND IRON TIGER was based out of the Highland
Activity Centre at Ardintigh Point on the shores of Loch Nevis.
The MLT Instructors met a weary bunch after a 13 hr overnight
coach journey at about 0530hrs and told them they now had a 3
hr walk to get to the Centre as there were no roads that got any
closer, after a couple of miles the happy faces started to appear
as the sun came up and you could see the stunning views across
the lochs. W02 (QMSI) Stu Irvine took everyone through an
introduction to canoeing which included completing rolls to
simulate capsizing. Split down into groups everyone took part in
a round robin of climbing, abseiling, air rifle and clay pigeon
shooting, orienteering and survival. Cpl Andy Wilson put
together a package of 5 stands taking us through how to build
shelters, traps and fires, how to collect and purify water and how
to prepare and cook game and fish.
When the CO, visited the entire group were ferried across the
Loch to the drop off point and from there completed a 4 hr walk
up to an old mica mine and then down to the most remote pub
on mainland Britain. The first hour of the walk was hard going as
it was straight up the mountain but then, once the ridge line was
reached, it was a pleasant walk with views across to the Cuillins
on the Isle of Skye and beyond.

across the Atlantic single-handed and holding the record for
sailing across the Atlantic in the smallest yacht. A fantastic all
round AT package organised and executed excellently by W02
(RCWO) Jon Gray and the NCOs from the Regtl Catering Dept.
202 (ARMOURED) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj KA Owen
W02S Crooks

The last few months have been busy as ever for the Sqn. In
addition to running the Lanyard Trophy and Ex IRON TRIANGLE,
the Sqn has been preparing a multitude of individuals for
deployment to both Ops HERRICK and TELIC. There are
currently more of the Sqn on, or preparing to go, on ops than
remain behind - a fact not lost on the Tp Comds when trying to
man their dets. Ex IRON TRIANGLE was a good run out for the
Sqn and allowed the troops to practice tactical movement and
the setting up of the HQ for the first time in many months. The
finale of the ex was the CO's smoker but for Sig Bilton it was
winning the Sqn Fancy Dress Competition, which was staged that
evening. His costume consisted of a curly wig and 'Borat' style
thong. He took his role as 'Borat' very seriously, but kissing Lt
Col Hill was taking things to the extreme. Sig 'Borat' Bilton's
costume, while not practical in a drafty barn, did win him the
loudest applause from the rest of the Regt. On that basis the CO
judged him to be the overall winner. The competition prize was
'SSM for a Day' and the following week 'SSM' Bilton signed for
the SSM's dog and took up the pace stick. In keeping with the
spirit of the day W02 (SSM) Steve Crooks became 'Sig' Crooks
for the day, dressed in coveralls. Playing the role to perfection,
he managed to absent himself from the garages for an early lunch
break and is now facing AGAI action! 'SSM' Bilton thoroughly
enjoyed himself with Sqn parades, a bit of close order foot drill
and then sent the Sqn to the football pitches for an unplanned
sports afternoon.
EXERCISE IRON TRIANGLE - by Lt Perring
Ex IRON TRIANGLE was a Regtl level ex not only for 202 (Armd)
Sig Sqn but also for the Div Staff Officers. It consisted of 3
phases and each lasted a week. The aim of the ex was to test the
Div Staff in a conventional war fighting environment and the Regt
aim within this was to assist the Staff Ex and also to practise the
Regt Fwd HQs. The ex started properly for the Sqn in the final
week and both the Armd and Wheeled HQs deployed. The aim of
this was to test the operators and chain of comd in a low level
tactical environment with a varied threat ranging from IEDs to
shoots. The armour decided to utilise an incredibly robust style
of response and re-roled a number of Staff vehs into troop
carriers and at every opportunity exploited the area, tackling the
Opfer head on and met with every success. Highlights were Cpl
Neil Dundon resorting to drive-by tactics with his SABO after the
vehicle GPMG jammed and failed to fire. Thankfully the suicide
threat was dealt with before any damage could be done.
Unfortunately they were too slow to stop SSM Stevie Crooks
and Sqn 2ic, Capt Anna Williams untimely demise due to a
roadside ambush later in the day. In summary it was a cracking
week and low level skills were built on in a high tempo
environment and the Sqn returned to the obligatory smoker on a
high.
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A night

shoot was
also
undertaken
and as
tracer cut
up the night
sky,
essential trg
was gained
from
executing
well
practised
wpn
LCpl Jim Brant suppresses the enemy
handling
drills in the pitch black and under the pressure of having to put
substantial rounds down onto the targets - despite st oppages.
Thanks must go to SSgt 'Aitch' Baker for his efforts in organising
the ex, which held particular relevance in the current op climate.
Well done to Sig Scott Hutton who won the award for 'best
dismounted shot. '
INTER-SQUADRON BOXING - by LCpl Bosanquet
It had come to that time of the year when the sound of 'Rocky'
could be heard f rom rooms all over camp. The lnter-Sqn boxing
competition was here. After lots of trg by the young hopefuls and
much hard work by the gym staff for setting up a cracking venue,
the evening was set to be a good one. Fighting for the mighty
202 (Armd) Sig Sqn was LCpl 'Mickey' Sale, Sig Tom
Richardson, Sig Luke Pearson and Sig Luke Degabrielle. The
first bout was Sig Pearson and Sig Degabrielle fighting each
other. After friendship was out of the ring , this was a close bout
with Pearson winning on points. The next rage of a fight involved
Sig Richardson who to our surprise, lost the bout but deservedly
received Most Gallant Boxer of the evening .

through people was somewhat of a challenge, but the
atmosphere was great, the weather was on our side and both
sides of t he road were lined with people all cheering us on and
bands playing to keep everyone motivated.
About half way round, the chat had begun to die down now as
people found their pace and got ready for the task ahead, still the
streets were lined with people, all from there own houses offering
food , water and fruit to all the runners on the way round.
How many hills! This was much the thought of the runners. The
route, although balanced, seemed to be one long uphill run but
the 1O mile point was nearing and the end now well within sight,
nothing could stop us now.
Cold water run-through showers in the street (what a blessing!),
people with their hose pipes out spraying cold water over the
runners, this is just what we needed as the temperature picked
up and the midday heat started kicking in. The last mile, some
may say this is the best one as you find that hidden strength,
others may say it 's the hardest as you have used up all strength
by this point. Once over the last mile, the longest mile. we were
greeted with clean dry t-shirts and a medal for our day's
achievements. Smiles and tears were on the faces of many as
we made our way down to the entertainment area and watched a
great display by the Red Arrows.
Overall we all achieved great t imes on the day and I'm sure it's
something that will not be easily forgotten. I would recommend
this to all, both for personal gain and for the charity you are
running for.
Thanks to the competitors from 3 Div; Lt King, W01 (YofS)
Murray, W02(YofS) Midwinter, SSgt Young, Sgt Gough, Cpl
Davison, Cpl Flint, LCpl Bibby, Sig Kell and Sig Cailleau.
Here's looking forward to next year!

The Sqn 's final fighter was LCpl Sale and his was another well
fought bout with 'Mickey' taking the victory on points. Some
boxers went through the rigorous 6 weeks trg but due to injuries
could not fight but, as w ith the rest of the mighty 202, they were
there to cheer their sparring partners on. All in all the night was a
great success; the only problem was the sore heads the next day,
and not only the boxers!
3 (UK) DIV HQ & SIG REGT GREAT NORTH RUN, 30 SEP 2007
- by LCpl Bibby
The day of the Great North Run was near; spirits were high and
the team ready. The start line was quite a sight to see, people
were lined up for a few km back waiting to set off. We spotted
our starting point and got ready.
We were off! The run had begun, only 13 miles left to go now! The
start looked like a heard of gazelle all galloping off, trying to run

The Great North Run Team - after the event

7th SIGNAL REGIMENT

EXERCISE GREEN BULL - by Lt Rhyd Harris
Adventure Training at the Highland Activity Centre
The weather was fantastic for the duration of the AT and the only
gripe was having to contend with the Scottish midges! When the
days activities had finished there was plenty to do; the Chefs, Cpl
Shaun Hurley and Cpl Lee Taylor, organised a variety of quizzes
for each evening, as well as fishing from the shore or from the
raft. Tom Mclean, owner of the Highland Activity Centre gave a
presentation on his career in 3 Para, SAS Regt and his
adventures since he left the Army in 1969, including rowing

Lulworth Ranges were the destination for 202 (Armd) Sig Sqn for
Ex GREEN BULL in July 2007. lnkerman and Waterloo (Armd) Tps
deployed on this Armd Fighting Veh live firing ex. It was
approached with anticipation by the troops, who would progress
fr?m bala~cing their guns in the dismounted role to engaging
different sized targets at various ranges over a 2 km fire and
m?vement range. This fire and movement range challenged the
drivers, who were battened down throughout, as much as it did
the comds, who quickly learned and overcame the difficulties of
c?mmanding the armour under their charge, while operating the
p1ntle mounted wpn system safely, yet with maximum aggression.

co
RSM

Lt Col Makepeace
W01 (RSM) McDonald

229 (BERLIN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Thompson RA SIGNALS
W02(SSM) Sinclair

A busy past few months in the Sqn has seen us backload our
Ptarmigan kit and introduce the new 1 Sig Bde Richelieu eqpt as
a part replacement for the kit left behind in Afghanistan. Indeed

things have moved so fast we received the new eqpt on the
Wednesday, deployed with 1t on the following Monday and less
than a month later were operating in sp of the ARRC on Ex
ARRCADE CHARGER.
In amongst all this new focus , we have also found time to
squeeze in a range camp, AT and some battlefield tours in our
local area. As we move into October, we are now ramping firmly
up to support Ex ARRCADE FUSION, where the Sqn will provide
Lt Gen Richards with his Tac CP and comms to the subordinate
Danish and Italian Divs.
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BRANDENBURG TROOP

oc
SSgt

Lt TSJ Hodgkins
SSgt Blal<aley

The OC, Maj Thompson rewarded everyone's efforts throughout
the week by ordering a presentation evening with drinks. The
evening was relaxed and social and a great way to finish off a
thoroughly enjoyable Range Week.

WHILMERSDORF TROOP

oc
SS gt

Capt Kelly
SSgt Rickard

SQUADRON RANGE CAMP - by Lt Hodgkins

EXERCISE ARRCADE FALCON - by Sig Dunn

EXERCISE BEAR BACKSTOP

In the early hours, 229 Sig Sqn packed their bergens, drew wpns
and were loaded onto a coach - destination Sennelager, for the
annual Sqn Range Week, organised by Capt Mhango and Sgt
Simmonds. The week provided everyone with the opportunity to
escape camp, practise their marksmanship skills and enjoy
getting back to the 'green' side of soldiering.

On 5 September, Brandenburg Tp deployed onto the airfield for
Ex ARRCADE FALCON, deploying our Point of Presence (POP); a
digi-det running new Richelieu eqpt over a TALON bearer or E1
link. We had been told to expect a lot of chopping and changing,
as it was a completely different complex and brand new eqpt,
compared to what we were used to. This became apparent when
we put the tents up - by the end it looked big enough to fit the
whole Regt in!

several members of Wilmersdorf Tp decided to take their lives
into their own hands just prior to embarking on summer leave.
The challenge was to learn how to scale rocky features with the
grace of a monkey climbing a tree. The intrepid adventurers
departed Javelin Barracks destined for the arduous terrain of
Bavaria, situated on the German/Austrian border. This very
picturesque area offers the best rock climbing in Germany. The
main area that was used for climbing was Fussen.

With the complex completed, we had the chance to get to grips
with the new comms kit. In my 3 years at the Regt I have only
used Ptarmigan, so it was a steep learning curve. In quieter
periods of the ex we had lessons covering topics such as
cabling, Talon, Richelieu, Promina and VoIP phones.

The weather followed a very European theme, swinging from
glorious sunshine to torrential rain. On one occasion we had to
evacuate the crags and seek solace in the local spa to recover
from the ordeal.

The focus of the week's shooting was on all pers passing the
APWT. This was largely achieved, but there were a few 'regulars'
back at the 300m point throughout the first few days!
Towards the end of the week the Sqn ran a March and Shoot
competition. This included a 2 mile run/march followed
immediately by a falling-plate shoot. Although only a short tab, it
quickly brought out the character in some of the guys, especially
when one of the syndicates went a "little bit" over the 2 miles
after Cpl Brown made a slight navigational error.
Cpl Brown, along with PTI Cpl McArthur, managed to increase
their popularity further as they took the 'warming up' of the teams
prior to the Bayonet Range at the end of the week. Their route
conveniently ran alongside a freezing cold stream: The PTls,
armed with whistles, were like kids in a sweetshop and with the
water in close proximity there was only ever going to be one
result. However their efforts failed to dampen the energy or focus
of the psyched-up soldiers with everyone, as always, giving
100% effort.

The ex was good; learning the new eqpt and how to stow and
transport the kit. We quickly saw where the problems would be
and what extra kit would make life more comfortable.
CHARLOTTENBURG TROOP

oc
SSgt

2Lt Lifton
SSgt Maguire

EXERCISE ARRCADE FALCON - by 2Lt SA Lifton
I arrived at 7 Sig Reg! straight from my Tp Comds Course just in
time to start the ARRC ex Season. After studying the ins and
outs of Ptarmigan for 2 months in Blandford, I arrived to discover
the Regt had just back loaded all of its Ptarmigan eqpt and were
now taking on new eqpt under the project name Richelieu; I had,
of course, never heard of it!
My new tp, Charlottenburg Tp, had been tasked to provide an
ARRC Point of Presence or 'PoP', to the Italian Acqui Div on the
upcoming Ex ARRCADE FUSION. Needless to say I was pleased
to discover this would involve the Tp exercising in Italy! After
lessons learned on their recent tour in Afghanistan, the Tps had
undergone a reorganisation to create a Tp which had a mixture of
trades and skill sets. This, alongside a new set of kit, meant a
new start for everyone, not only those of us just posted in.

229 Signal Squadron Range Camp - the Bayonet Range

After what felt like an hour the PTls kindly passed the teams over
to W02(SSM) Sinclair and Sgt Chacksfield for the Bayonet
Range itself. This consisted of plenty of fake 'claret', war cries
and leopard crawling.
When it finally came to an end and the exhausted soldiers were
slowly brought back down to reality, everyone had wide smiles
spread across their faces. The Bayonet Range was a superb
experience for those who had never completed one and also a
great way to finish off an action packed Range Week.

Sig Daugreilh went to extraordinary lengths to win a pint of
Southern Germany's famous Weisebeer. Being almost blind as a
bat without his glasses, he still managed to climb to the top of a
cliff face without his ocular aid . This challenge was set by LCpl
Findlay who being a true Scotsman managed to avoid putting his
hand in his pocket all week.
It is safe to say that all members of the group experienced at
least one moment of panic and jelly-legs during the exped but it
provided a challenging and enjoyable week of team and
character-building for all.
RE-ROLED AS TAC TROOP
Wilmersdorf Tp have taken over the responsibility of TAC whilst
232 Sig Sqn are committed to Public Duties over the ex period.
TAC is one of the more forward HQs for Comd ARRC.
The arrival of new eqpt led to a tpt problem but a solution was
pioneered by Sgt Crossley, who managed to mount the kit into
an existing Ptarmigan veh. Taking a B Type Staff Vehicle (BSV) he
literally "pimped our ride"!
As the Reg! began exercising post summer leave, it was quickly
discovered that TAC Tp was everybody's favourite toy. All
soldiers quickly became well versed in briefing the visitors we
were inundated with. During the initial ex the Tp was also tasked
with setting up a replica of the 12 Bde TAC HQ that was set up
near Xanten during WW2 . To ensure that we were not becoming
complacent and to prove the deployability of TAC, we managed
to move 3 times during a static ex! All good fun and necessary
trg as it has been a while since a deployment of this type has
been done by the Sqn ; valuable lessons were learnt at all levels!

My second week in the Regt saw us deploying on Ex ARRCADE
FALCON, a 'warm-up' ex prior to Ex ARRCADE FUSION in which
we had 2 weeks to familiarise ourselves with the new eqpt; test it
to ensure 1t was configured correctly, establish our Tp drills and
~P ro.utine and get used to the new Tp structure. We had very
little time to learn about the new kit before the ex; only the select
few had attended Richelieu courses or been fortunate to have
seen .and worke? o~ the kit at 16 Sig Regt. To that end, I barely
had time to familiarise myself with the eqpt or the role of the Tp
before I was required to brief visitors on both these areas always fun!

Taking on TAC has been an interesting role, not only integrating
and developing the new ICS systems but also working with
attached pers from 170 Pioneer Sqn and Sappers from ARRC Sp
Bn - we always have power for a kettle!

Fortun.ately, within Charlottenburg Tp are a few of the resident
Richelieu 'Gurus', namely Sig Carlin and Sgt McNicoll , whom
we had to be careful not to lose with other CPs trying to 'poach'
them for their knowledge.

The Tp is now looking forward to putting into practice all the
lessons learned so far when we deploy to Sennelager and are
expected to provide robust service and sp on Ex ARRCADE
FUSION.

M~ first few weeks with the Tp have been extremely busy to the

231 SIGNAL SQUADRON

point where. I have barely had chance to set foot in the office,
how~ver being thrown straight into an ex such as this one has
certa~nly been the best way to learn a new role and new set of
eqpt 1n the shortest space of time.

oc

As a Tp, we have learnt a great deal and are now looking forward
to providing sp to EXCON on the upcoming Ex ARRCADE
C~ARGER and deploying to Italy on Ex ARRCADE FUSION later
this year. And at some point I may even stop to breathe!

closely followed by Ex ARRCADE CHARGER and WARRIOR
where the Sqn got its first taste of providing close ICS sp to the
ARRC staff for over 3 years.
The Sqn is currently preparing itself for the major ARRC ex of the
year, Ex ARRCADE FUSION, which takes place throughout the
second half of October and the majority of November in
Sennelager. This ex will be a big challenge for the men and
women of 231 as they remove their op hats and gear their minds
towards a more conventional war fighting scenario.
There has also been a large turnover of pers in the SHQ. We
welcome a new SSM, W02(SSM) Lee Linton who is joining us
from sunny Cyprus; YofS, W02(YofS) Ian Fawcett and Supvr IS,
W02 Adrian Russell. Farewells go to W02(SSM) Scott
McKenzie who is off to 101 Log Bde as the ROMS and
W02(YofS) Ridgers who takes the short journey across Elmpt
Station to 16 Sig Regt.
OSCAR TROOP

oc
SSgt

Lt Archibald
SSgt Savage

The past month has been very busy for Oscar Tp preparing for Ex
ARRCADE WARRIOR. Despite a slow start, while new eqpt was
still being trialled and installed, the pace picked up in the week
before the ex when the operators could finally get their hands on
the comms eqpt we were going to be providing to the Staff. This
led to some useful trg and familiarisation, meaning we were one
step ahead of the game when the Staff arrived.
It was a whole different role for Oscar Tp during this ex and most
of the Tp adapted well to the new tasks of Close Sp to the Staff
and the provision of the ever busy helpdesk facility. Our
interaction with the Staff went well and several individuals were
marked out as having performed exceptionally well on the ex and
received a commendation from the US Deputy Chief of Staff
Operations. Those noted for exceptional performance were: LCpl
Drysdale, for her patience and calmness on the helpdesk (where
we processed over 300 requests in just 4 days), LCpl Moran,
LCpl Miller and Sig Wharton.
With just a few weeks before we deploy onto Ex ARRCADE
FUSION, the Tp is enjoying some time in barracks, attempting to
get some of the " Play hard" side of the equation going - starting
with a Games Night against 14 Tpt Sqn where we are challenging
our Log counterparts in ARRC Main for the evening ... well, I'm
sure it will be challenging for them!
QUEBEC TROOP

oc
SS gt

Lt Marshall
SSgt Watson

Along with the rest of the Regt and indeed Bde, the autumn has
been focused on the ARRC ex season. The preparation involved
many of the Techs working with 16 Sig Regt to get used to
looking after the new eqpt and everyone else getting a handle on
their role on ex. During the exs, the Tp worked in combination
with Oscar Tp providing all the sp necessary for ARRC Main's
deployment. It has been a tough period for all concerned with so
much to learn but everyone knuckled down to get the job done to
the usual high standards despite many working outside their
usual area of expertise and trg.
LANYARD TROPHY

SSM

Maj Cornell
W02(SSM) Lint on

The past few weeks have been extremely busy for 231 Sig Sqn,
who came back from summer leave and deployed out on ex
immediately. The first was Ex ARRCADE FALCON where we tried
to prove the new Richelieu comms network and also entertain
members of 12 Sig Gp (1 Sig Bde's TA regts) who came over
from the UK as part of their annual summer camp. This was

The Regt entered both a male and female team, composed of 10
and 8 pers respectively. Trg for this year's event started in th
early part of September and volunteers undertook a progressive,
yet physically demanding programme over a 3 week period.
Due to the distances being covered each day, there were the
inevitable injuries, with blisters being the most common
complaint. Notable injuries were sustained by Sig Owen, Cfn
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Astley and LCpl Griffiths. Sig Owen did particularly well to
recover from an initial injury only to fracture his knee whilst
attempting to cross a river!
Weather was of major concern this year, with huge amounts of
rainfall, not to mention sleet and hail, causing rivers to burst their
banks. Another hazard was the poor ground quality commonly
associated with Dartmoor.

excellent opportunity for clarification between all branches of the
FLAG. The Tp now provides 2 soldiers on 48hrs NTM to go
anywhere in the world, with Turkey looking the likely next stop.
Now all I have to do is work out how I can get myself on the trip!
232 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

The Male Lanyard Trophy team ignore some Devon locals
The Regt's female team, under the comd of Lt Hennis finished
with 7 members, securing 3rd place. The team was met at the
finish by all members of the male team, Sp staff and Regt 21C
and RSM and were found to be in good spirits having been on
the hills for some 16 hrs.
The male team did extremely well also. Unfortunately for them,
they did end up with some casualties throughout the day, some
due to injuries received whilst conducting a river crossing and
various others sustained throughout the day. Regardless of these
injuries, the team battled on and finished the course, although
their time of 13 hrs 30 mins did not count as they didn't have the
required 8 finishers. It was only through relentless enthusiasm
and determination as a team that they pushed on under the
command of Lt Marshall.
RADIO TROOP

oc
SSgt

Lt Hennis
SSgt Henderson

The last couple of months have been busy ones for certain
members of the Tp. With Clansman handed back and Bowman
not yet arrived, the opportunity presented itself for non-trade
related activities. The main focus has been the Lanyard Trophy
competition with 10 members of the Tp taking part. Following on
the sport theme, Sig 'Mary' Boko has jetted off to Barbados with
the Army Netball squad, while Sigs McGee and Clayton have
been back and forth competing in numerous Army football
matches.
FORWARD LIAISON AND RECONNAISSANCE GROUP
The Forward Liaison and Reconnaissance Group (FLAG) or
'Reece Pack' is a Tp responsibility that had been largely unused
since the Regt's deployment to Afghanistan. So when the Sqn
received the warning order to provide a day's trg on the eqpt for
the ARRC officers who formed the FLAG staff, I had a slight
feeling of rising panic. Fortunately members of the Tp had used
the eqpt in Afghanistan, so all was not lost. We signed the packs
out of storage and started a couple of weeks' intensive trg.
Suddenly we were inundated with requests to do presentations
and briefing on the eqpt, most of which fell to LCpl Dan Brent
who turned out to be a bit of a FLAG guru! On the day of the
trg, all went relatively smoothly, with only the obligatory 'but it
worked this morning' type problems. It also provided an
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Maj Ratcliffe
W02(SSM) Jordan

co
RSM

Lt Col RJ Quinlan
W01 D Rayson

A TIME OF CHANGES - by LCpl Gold

VIEW FROM RHQ - by Capt A Senneck

Over the last few months, the Sqn has had a complete
turnaround of the comd element personalities. We have said
goodbye to the OC, Maj Jim Large, who was renowned for his
work hard, play hard ethos. It seemed to pay dividends as he will
be missed very much. Next is the 21C, Capt Caroline Anderson,
who enjoyed joining in with all Sqn sporting events and did
extremely well. Also leaving were SSgt(FofS) King and
W02(YofS) Davies who both put a lot of effort into the Sqn and
last but not least W02(SSM) Jim Pritchard who had a lot of time
for the Sqn and will be badly missed.

More changes in RHO with the outgoing Adjt, Maj KJ Grice
departing Corsham to attend ICSC(L) at Shrivenham after his
recent promotion. Farewells were carried out in style with a boat
trip on the River Avon up to Bath and back, from Bradford on
Avon. Regtl Ops did their best to get the outgoing Adjt to paint
Bath red, however a polite refusal was all that was that was
offered in return. All in RHO wish Maj Grice and his wife Nina
the best of luck in Shrivenham and their future postings. Also
departed is Capt Zoe White who served a short attachment
manning the ECM(FP) Ops Desk, prior to being posted to HQ
SOinC(A). All wish her luck with the new job in the Corps' nerve
centre.

We would like to welcome the new comd element into 232 Sig
Sqn: OC Maj Carl Ratcliffe, 21C Capt Gareth Oosterveen,
W02(SSM) Paul Jordan, SSgt(YofS) Neil Port and SSgt(FofS)
Gaz Stokoe. The whole Sqn is eager to work under the new
seniors and would like to wish them all the best in the
forthcoming period.
Over the summer the Sqn sent several SNCOs to attend the 6
week All Arms Drill Courses and then shortly after it was the
JNCOs turn to take the wrath of the Guards for the short (but
intense) course of 2% weeks, in preparation for Public Duties in
London. Everyone was well prepared for the course but slightly
worried about what to expect. However both courses passed and
returned to Elmpt ready to drill the Sqn prior to the arrival of the
Guards.
As the Regt awaits new kit we have been lucky enough to be able
to do more varied trg. Under the supervision of Lt Kate Oldridge
a group from 232 Sig Sqn took up fast-roping at RNAS Yeovilton
with the RM. It was all rather daunting as we were expecting to
be doing it from helicopters, something none of us has ever done
before, but we expected the unexpected and gave it a go. The
height was 33 feet and after passing strength tests, using just our
hands we had to descend the rope with best possible speed. The
ever so keen Sig Nelson was the first person to take on the rope
at each height and didn't bat an eyelid. Soon after, we tackled the
abseiling rope which included the confidence test:, trusting
so~eone else to brake a 30 ft fall only feet from the ground ,
which topped off a fantastic day out.
With several AT packages happening at the same time including
rock climbing and hill walking in Bavaria, there was plenty to be
done on the trg front. Sqn members also took part in the
recruitment drive for the Corps. All in all a very eventful time for
the Sqn, which hopefully will continue.

The Regt has expanded further since the last edition, with 233
Sig Sqn coming under command. 233 Sig Sqn provides ICS to
Northern Ireland in the post Op BANNER era. This means we
now have 2 Sqns in Northern Ireland, as well as 3 on the
mainland, providing sp to both expeditionary and United Kingdom
ops. We welcome all those pers into the Regt and look forward
to getting to know them and to their contribution towards Regtl
life.
The Regt has been busy as ever and there is plenty to catch up
with in the following pages of our Sqns' activities.

Yacht Dasher which was safely docked at Largs Port was
gracefully greeted by a right 'Motley Crew' of the Corps finest sea
faring novices. Unknown to us, this was going to be probably the
hardest and the most arduous of the 3 legs, with the strong
possibility of a few 'Salty Sea Dogs' leaning overboard feeding
the fish.

Ex BRUNO SAIL was a level 3 sailing exped whose aim was to
circumnavigate Great Britain in order to develop and enhance
leadership, team building and self confidence. The journey was
split into 3 legs of 10 days with 12 pers per leg, mainly from the
Regt but with guest appearances from 81 Sig Sqn, 30 Sig Regt,
21 Sig Regt and the CO of JSASTC!

Later that evening we were 'Spun a Yarn ' of make believe truths
from Sig Dave Misell - it was weird we never did see that 'Giant
Killer Spindly Fish'? Early the next day we all 'showed a leg' and
set sail, making our way to Islay. The winds and sea were
surprisingly calm but surely this was just the 'Calm before the
Storm'?

Leg 1: Gosport- Falmouth - Milford Haven - Arran - Largs
- by Sgt Sam Richards

W02(SSM) Jim McEwan took advantage of the calm waters by
showing everyone aboard the yacht his Kate Winslet impression
from the film 'Titanic' by leaning off the bow of the boat. Kate, I
do.n't think your acting career is in any danger!

On 31 August, 8 intrepid 'sailors' turned up at Gosport to meet
the after-guard to begin the first leg of Ex BRUNO SAIL. After
cleaning the aging Nicholson 55, HMSTC Yacht Dasher, which
was to be our home for the next 10 days, we were taught a few
skills and drills and set sail under the command of the CO, Lt Col
Quinlan.

The last few months have been varied for the Sqn. Pers have
be~n involved with a raft of AT stretching from Germany to South
at the same time soldiers have been gaining AT
Afnc.a
qualif1cat1ons._ After all this hard work a very enjoyable summer
break was enioyed and now it's back to the autumn ex season
which we are looking forward to.
'

an?

We ha.ve been extremely active with waving goodbye to
Ptarmigan and Clansman and processing the new eqpt and vehs
and are now looking forward to seeing it being used. The Sqn
has se~n a huge turn over of pers and a good number of
promotions; farewell, welcome and congratulations!

Leg 2: Largs - Port Ellen - Tobermory - Stornoway via Minch
- Scrabster via Cap Wrath - Hartlepool via Pentland Firth
- by Sgt Phil Brown

EXERCISE BRUNO SAIL TIGER - Capt (TOT) Kev Sturman

Maj Fradley
W02(SSM) Stuart

SSM

The Irish Sea was unseasonably smooth and unfortunately we
had to run the engine most of the way. The upside of this was a
number of impressive sunsets, plenty of dolphins and magnificent
views of Lands End and the Isle of Arran. The highlight of the trip
had to be Capt Kev Sturman providing us with fresh lobster and
dressed crab courtesy of his future brother-in-law at the Milford
Haven stop, for a 'surf and Turf' on the beach at Dale in
Pembrokeshire.

Our first day started off with a detailed brief from the Skipper and
then a comprehensive lesson in 'Learning the Ropes' from the 2
Watch Keepers, Capt Kev Sturman and Cpl Amanda Giltrow.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc

The first night was perfectly smooth as we exited the Solent and
headed west towards Cornwall. However, this was short lived
and by the second night half the crew had learnt that apparently
'wind over tide' makes us throw up over the side! With the harsh
intro to sailing over, we stopped at Falmouth and had a night to
recover on land. We then set off for Largs in Scotland with 2
more stops on the way.

We finally reached Port Ellen on the Island of Islay and once 'Ship
Shape', we decided to pay a visit to the local whisky distillery;
Laphroaig. After a very informative distillery visit, we made our
way back to the yacht for what was going to be a rough night
and a test for the old 'Sea Legs'. Overnight the weather picked
up and caused a few berthing problems with the locals but after a
bit of give and take, we managed to persuade the owner of the
boat we were 'Mashing' with our 30 ton yacht to allow us to
remain tied to him, until we 'slipped' at 0400hrs for Tobermory
(Balamory). The forecast was for good sailing and it certainly was.
Yacht Dasher 'Cut a Fine Feather' with fantastic views of the Paps
of Jura, Oban, the Great Glen, Ben Nevis and of course Balamory
(Tobermory). We even managed to make the Mishnish pub in
time to see the end of the rugby and to drink a well earned beer.
We 'slipped' early again that morning with Sgt Phil Brown the
first casualty to the porcelain god, but as the seas got rougher on
route to Stornoway, he was not to be the last.

Leg 1 at Lands End. Sgt Sam Richards, SSgt Richie Turnbull, Cpl
Jo Thomes, Lt Col Richard Quinlan, Capt Kev Sturman, Cpl
Amand Giltrow, Sgt MJ Holt and Cpl Lee Richards

On course from Stornoway, round Cape Wrath and onto
Scrabster, the seas became increasingly rough and the wind was
cold enough to 'freeze the balls off a brass monkey' . We had a
brief respite at Scrabster, as we had to wait for the tide to turn in
our favour, allowing us time for a quick shower and some well
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earned down time. Unfortunately due to the rough seas there was
not much chance of a good 'Square Meal' coming out of the
'Galley', especially as there was no room to swing a cat in there.
Again we 'slipped' at the earliest opportunity to make way for
fairer winds and headed towards the Pentland Firth, then making
our way down into the North Sea where we were to finally end up
at Hartlepool.
Once at Hartlepool Port we had a 'Field Day' cleaning the yacht
and once everything was 'Hunki Dori' we all decided to get 'Three
Sheets to the Wind '.

and testing AT was certainly achieved, but so was a sense of
achievement and enjoyment by all.
A special mention must go to the Lt Col Quinlan who on
completion received his Challenger 67 Skipper ticket, Cpl Jo
Thomas who left Leg 1 to go onto the Corps Sail trg week and
complete her Day Skipper qualification, and last but not least to
the 2 watch leaders; Capt Kev Sturman and Cpl Amanda
Giltrow who completed all 3 legs and hence the circumnavigation
of G6.

Leg 3: Hartlepool - Lowestoft - Ramsgate - Dover Eastbourne - Cowes - Gosport- by Cpl Steve Purvis
The rookies of leg 3 joined the die hards of leg 2 at the marina in
Hartlepool. After seeing the yacht for the first time, it started to
send shivers down our spines - not out of excitement, but more
out of how the hell are you going to fit 10 people into that!. It had
better be like the Tardis or we're going to struggle for space; it
wasn't, so we struggled!
The first part of our leg took us from Hartlepool to Lowestoft, the
weather started pretty decent and the waves were calm; this is
going to be easy we thought. Things started to take a turn for
the worse in the middle of the first night, the ship was bobbing
for'd to aft, port to starboard (a bit of sailing lingo there!) and the
waves are crashing over the deck soaking everything and
everyone on board, maybe this isn't going to be as easy as first
thought, particularly as what was meant to take us about 36 hrs
to get to Lowestoft took nearly 48 hrs. I started to feel that this
wasn't AT at all, it was pure hard graft and I began to ask myself
why I'd volunteered, surely no one did this for fun! Even going to
the Heads (Toilet) was a feat in itself, having to get your knees up
round your ears. The cooking on board for those on 'Mother
Watch' was equally difficult, proving to be the proper 'Hells
Kitchen'. Why oh why was I having to endure this? This feeling
was only magnified when on getting up for our midnight shift, we
found the sails down and the boom lashed to the deck in
anticipation of a Force 8 gale. Surely we are already in the gale I
thought! However raising the main sail back up gave us the extra
knots we required and 7 hrs later we managed to come alongside
at Lowestoft, after some fantastic sailing, navigation and steering
by the team, especially the Skipper for our leg, Comd Geoff
Goodwin RN, CO JSASTC. I still do not know how he managed
to get the yacht safely into the harbour of Lowestoft!
After a day in Lowestoft to recharge the batteries, the next stage
was to sail to Ramsgate and then on to Dover. The weather was
still wet and the sea slightly 'choppy' but with the Skipper
avoiding the forecast gales, morale was starting to rise and the
beer was starting to flow. Geoff conducted a excellent TIP on
what to do if you run aground whilst entering a port at Ramsgate,
but that's one I let him explain! A fun time was had by all in
Dover in the now infamous 'Funkie Monkey' pub, where the
toilets had an amazing resemblance to those from the film
'Trainspotting'. Despite that, there will always be a special part of
me in that place, mainly because the floor was so sticky and part
of my trainers are still attached to it.
After an early start the next morning it was then on to Eastbourne
and then onto the home of sailing, Cowes, on the Isle of Wight. A
rush job was done mooring the boat so that everyone could run
off ship and get to the pub for the second half of the England v
Tonga rugby match. Unfortunately, every sailor in the world
must've had the same thought as we couldn't get anywhere near
the screen, oh well at least we had our drinks.
Finally the short skip across the Solen! to Gosport where we
finally put our trusty transport Dasher to bed.
SUMMARY
1884 miles, 29 days and 95 hours of night sailing later, the
circumnavigation was completed. The aim of providing arduous
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LIMA TROOP
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Capt Alex Manley
SSgt 'Tosh' Pope

SSgt

As the new shift rotation started in 241 Sig Sqn, Lima Tp has
taken charge of the UK ex and Nuclear Accident Response
Organisation (NARO) responsibilities. With IC, Cpl 'Mouse' Lane
in charge of the NARO Team we were first called out within a
week and were deployed on an ex with the help of the RAF and
the rest of the Nuclear Accident Response Group (NARG). Our
det worked for 2 weeks and even put in some late nights and
early dinners, until work was completed and packed away. All in
all not a bad week especially with the Chris Moyles Show
helping us on the way!
Lima Tp are also looking forward to deployments to Bavaria and
Nepal later this month and Iraq at the beginning of next year. Tp
activities lined up include a heli-dunking course and a lucky few
managed to get on a paragliding ex in Bavaria.
We would also like to congratulate SSgt 'Tosh' Pope for staying
on the Corps snowboarding team, he will be on piste all of
November and most of December representing Lima Tp.
KILO TROOP
Tp Sgt

Lt Col Richard Quinlan receiving his Challenger 67 Skipper ticket
from Cdr Geoff Goodwin RN, CO JSASTC

LOOK FORWARD
Plans are already in place for next year with the Regt filling Leg
14 on Ex CARRIBEAN ENDEAVOUR, the CO leading the TA
exped Ex MIDNIGHT SUN to Greenland and the Regtl AT camp at
Castle Martin in June 2008.

Sgt G Sunderland

It has been a very busy period for us at Kilo Tp with deployments
to Iraq, Afghanistan , Brunei and the Balkans. There has been a
great influx of pers into the Tp as the expansion of the Sqn is in
full swing. I am informed that we will all be fully manned by
Christmas. It seems that every time we return from ops, there is
a new face that's just turned up. This reminds me....... Welcome
to Cpl Michael Kavell and Sig 'Faz' Fazacerley.

241 SIGNAL SQUADRON

Being a fami ly orientated Sqn, Kilo Tp organised the 'Annual
Family BBQ' held in JSU Corsham. LCpls 'Charlie' Brown and
'Jase' Buley had great fun teaching shooting skills to the wives
on the DCCT. Even though the bouncy castle was for under 12s
it didn't stop 21C/Ops Officer, Capt Alex Reid from trying to have
a go. A good night was had by all with the new OC putting £50
behind the bar, thank you Maj Graham Pardew.

oc

233 SIGNAL SQUADRON

Those of you wishing to see more details can do so by visiting
either the Mercury Challenge or 10 Sig Regt websites.

SSM

Maj {TOT) G Pardew
SSgt M Stowell
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SSM

Ex KWAZULU COCKNEY BEAR was an AT hiking ex conducted
in the Drakensburg mountain range in the Kwazulu - Natal region
of South Africa. It ran from 17 September to 01 October and
included pers from both 10 and 14 Sig Regts. OIC was Capt
Harris with SSgt Bagstaff doing the lion 's share of the work.
Eight others joined them for what proved to be a particularly
enjoyable and challenging ex. For anyone planning a hiking ex in
the future, this region proved absolutely stunning; from Day 1 the
word for the ex was 'wow'.

With the end of Op BANNER on 1 August 2007, 233 Sig Sqn
became part of 1O Sig Regt and was given a new role. These are
busy times for the Sqn as it adapts to the changing environment
in Northern Ireland and to its new mission and tasks. The Sqn
has already stepped up to provide soldiers to support 10 Sig
Regt's ongoing op commitments in Afghanistan and Iraq. 233 Sig
Sqn soldiers are looking forward to taking further advantage of
the opportunities and benefits that being part of a Regtl structure
offers.

We hit the hills with a vengeance, destroying one 3 day arduous
h~ke in 6 hrs. Positive proof that even experienced 'civvy' hiker's
b1mble compared to soldiers. The most impressive view was
from the top of 'Champagne Castle' which has an initial drop of
over 1km straight down before the scree slope kicks in; in short,
spectacular.

ALPHA TROOP - by LCpl Scriven

It also proved a useful excuse for an impromptu visit to the
famous 'Rorkes Drift', the scene of the battle that led to the
u~precedented award of 11 VCs and was the subject for the epic
Michael Caine film 'Zulu '. Finally, we retired to Cape Town for
R&R on the last 2 days and enjoyed the views from Table
Mountain over a well earned bottle of champagne. However, we
were also able to experience a day long safari, a township tour
and a simulated Vietnam battle flight in a Huey. My thanks to
everyone who attended and for all our sponsors.
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BRAVO TROOP - by Sig Lawson and Sig Burns
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Tp Sgt

Capt (TOT) Rick Gorman
Sgt Rob Hickley

On the 30 and 31 August, Bravo Tp conducted Ex SINN FINN a
2-day AT ex at Strangford Lough. The activities included
windsurfing, raft building and dingy sailing amongst others. We
set off early on Thursday morning to Strangford Lough Sailing
Club to conduct raft building and a raft race, followed by a wellearned BBQ. When we arrived we felt the cold air hit us and a
few of us were praying that the rafts we were going to build
wouldn't sink, as the water looked freezing . We were split into 2
teams, FRT Sect led by the over-confident Cpl 'Bungle'
MacFarlane and the ISLO Sect led by Sgt lain Good.
The materials for the raft included wood, rope and barrels.
Designs were varied but both floated. We studied the course,
which involved rowing around 3 buoys against the current, and
realised that it was going to be especially hard as all we had for
oars were planks of wood. In the end the current was too strong
for us and both teams had to get pulled in by the safety boats but
it was still a well-deserved victory for the ISLO Sect. After the
losing team jumped into the freezing water, we all tucked into the
BBQ and got ready for the next day's activities.

Maj Owen Finnie
W02 Billy Lilburn

EXERCISE KWAZULU COCKNEY BEAR - Capt Martin Harris

Tp SSgt

Tp. We would like to welcome the newest member to A Tp NCC
SSgt King, just in from 40 Sig Regt - he is champing at the bit
and is dying to whip us all into shape. Sig Vicky Wade has
joined us from 1 Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt and a welcome also to
our civilian staff, Mrs Susan Wallace and Mr Collin Chambers.
Saving the best till last, we wish Sig 'A' Copestake well in Civ
Div. He has given 10 years to the Corps and goes off to the USA
(once his visa clears). More importantly we wish good luck and a
safe return to Cpl Berridge, LCpl Gray and Sig Dalzell who are
attached to ECM(FP) Sqn and deploying on ops shortly.

Capt (Tfc) Pete Emsen
SSgt Dale King

Op BANNER came to a close after 38 years and so did the title of
213 Sig Sqn. Now those soldiers who remain are part of the new
233 Sig Sqn, 10 Sig Regt. The workload for A Tp has remained
pretty much the same, with site surveying on going and the usual
routine commcen duties but we now have an extra dimension,
the opportunities for op service as a result of trawls from our new
RHQ. Alpha Tp has lost a number of individuals in the past
month and we would like to say goodbye and cheerio to: Cpl
Johnson, Cpl Gibson, LCpl Fewtrell, LCpl Brown, LCpl 'Mane'
Campbell, LCpl 'Rat Tash' Colwell and LCpl Coppack. May
they be just as industrious in their new units as they were with A
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Bravo Troop launching their raft - and it floats!

Day 2 of the ex was to comprise us splitting into 3 smaller groups
and rotating through 3 different activities. These were dinghy
sailing, wind surfing and rubber ring racing.
The first activity my group came across was rubber ring racing.
This was basically sitting in a rubber ring whilst being towed by a
powerboat at quite a high speed. This was all going well until
Sgt lain Good decided to burst the rubber ring with his pointy
elbows and bony hips which meant most people didn't get a
chance to have a go at it.
The second activity was windsurfing and the third and final
activity was the dinghy sailing. These activities went very well
and everyone enjoyed the experience despite the cold and
uncomfortable conditions.
It was a relief to hit the showers and get back into normal
clothes. We thanked the instructors for the expert tuition and for
allowing us to survive the cold and wet for 2 days.
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243 SIGNAL SQUADRON
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Ma~

G Maloney
W02(SSM) JG Manley

OPERATIONS SUPPORT TROOP - WILTON - Lt AP Foot
Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

oc

Lt AP Foot
SSgt OW Powell

The Tp welcomes the new Sqn Comd, Maj Maloney, who
replaces Maj Shead who is posted to HQ ARRC in Germany. We
also welcome the following new faces: Lt Foot, Sgt James, Sgt
Williams, Cpl Nicolson, LCpl Allen.and LCpl Suka.
We say goodbye to SSgt Robinson from SHQ who leaves the
Army after 22 years Colour Service and Cpl Faithful on his
posting to 1 (UK) 'Civ Div'. We wish both of you the best of luck
for the future.
251 SIGNAL SQUADRON

SSM

LANYARD TROPHY COMPETITION - REGIMENT TEAM

SNCOs

The Tp has had a busy period since its last entry to The Wire .
We've also had a fairly large turn around of staff seeing many new
faces arrive not only in the Tp, but also in the Sqn HQ.

oc

is currently sitting in the Tp office. Well done 'Baggy', good
work.

Maj Jez Toze
W02 Jim McEwan

September has been a busy month at 251 Sig Sqn as a resu lt of
the amalgamation of 238 Sig Sqn, now 638 Tp, into the Sqn. The
vast majority of the month has been taken up with consolidation
trg in order to unify the Sqn and provide comprehensive trg
across the board. Despite the increased workload, there was still
time for a Sqn games night organised by Sgt Sam Richards. The
night was a great success. LCpl Andi Eddon's team swept the
floor with the rest of the Sqn and grabbed themselves some free
beers for the rest of the night.

Capt Nige Clay
Sgt 'Baz' Harvey
Sgt Lee Nicol

The Regt is keen to participate in all sporting activities and takes
particular interest in the Lanyard Trophy competition; The Regt
had 2 teams fin ishing in the top 10 last year and was keen for a
similar finish this year. Capt Nige Clay led the team on a 3 week
trg camp, which began with 2 weeks 'hill fitness trg' in Brecon .
Lanyard hopefuls were pushed to the limit up the many 'fans' and
navigation was a constant challenge as the fine Welsh weather
regularly descended on the group.
The final week was a 1 week route recce on Dartmoor to
familiarise ourselves with the terrain and gave much of the team
time to heal wounds and to remove sand where necessary.
The event began and the team immediately felt the benefit of the
previous 2 weeks as our hill fitness was strong and our navigation
was proved solid, as we powered past a number of teams
following our poor start. We lost 2 of the team in what was an
extremely arduous competition. Most of the route was covered in
'baby heads' and the small streams turned into torrents which
made the competition even more interesting. The team finished
in a commendable 4th place and all the team vowed never to do
Lanyard again ... until next year!!
Congratulations to all the team and reserves - Capt Nige Clay,
Sgts Lee Nicol, Baz Harvey and Jim Smith, Cpls Randy
Hussey, Lee Hicks and Karl Shackleton, LCpls Aidy Mills,
Pete St Pierre, Taff Thomas, Chris Looker and Ash Rodway,
and Sigs Adam Beckley and Andy Barr.

busy he's going on tour. Cpl Sheriff is a new arrival in the Sqn
Stores and Cpl Kelly is the new Sqn Chief Clerk. We can say
goodbye to the following : SSgt(YofS) Murray on promotion and
posting to Oman, SSgt(FofS) Bailey on promotion and posting .
There's more ... Sgt McCaskill posting to RSS Blandford on his
Supvr R Course, Cpl 'Eddie' Mcsharry on posting to 12 Mech
Bde and finally Sgt 'Clint' Challand leaves us on promotion and
posting to RSS Blandford as the SQMS of 4 Sqn.
ALPHA TROOP - LCpl Ash Rodway
As always Alpha Tp have been the busiest Tp over recent weeks.
In particular on the fitness side of life, with 3 Tp members
deploying to Brecon and Oakhampton for this years Lanyard
Trophy. Sgt 'Baz' Harvey and Sgt 'Commando' Nicol managed
to grit their teeth through the horrendous conditions and
complete the event, whilst LCpl Rodway decided to get an injury
just 4 hours in. Cpl 'Glider' Gill didn't fair too much better when
he managed to break his fingers while Paragliding on AT.
However he somehow still managed to get his qualification out of
it. Now we are in the midst of Autumn and it's Cross Country
season. Alpha Tp appear to be the only ones capable of sending
pers on the forthcoming events - nothing new there then! The
most notable departure from the Tp has been SSgt 'Wilt'

Williams on posting to 16 Sig Regt. A warm welcome is
extended to his replacement SSgt Mclean.
BRAVO TROOP - Cpl Dan Larcombe
We'd like to argue with Alpha Tp's claims of being the busiest Tp.
However the Tp have managed to send it's remaining pers to
deliver pre-deployment trg to both Germany and UK mainland
units deploying to both Ops HERRICK and TELIC. We have been
left with an average of 2 pers in work each week (due to our op
commitments), so we've conceded that A Tp might have a point.
There have been numerous comings and goings over the last few
weeks. We 'd all like to say goodbye to the following people: Tp
SSgt 'Trev' Evans, Sgts 'Reg' Perrin and 'Eddie' Waring, also
to Cpls 'Gav' Clements and 'Jim' Luke to Blandford on their
Class 1 Tech course; Cpls 'Kev' Trimmer and Casey Hill who
have waved goodbye to the Army and posted back to 'civvy
street', good luck to the both of them. The list goes on with Cpls
'Tim' Winzar and 'Kim' Roberts, LCpls 'Brett' Verth, 'lain'
Crawford and 'Gaz' Thorner, all of whom have also been posted
out of the Sqn. The Tp would like say hello to their 3
replacements. Our new OC Capt Dorrington, Cpl 'Jo' Murphy
and Cpl 'Hux' Evans. Although the manning situation is
improving it hasn't filtered down this way yet.

11th SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col JAG Langley
W01 (RSM) L McGrail

11 SIGNAL REGIMENT LANYARD TROPHY TEAMS
TRAINING - by Sig Younge

and Sig 'Blisters' Thomas to lead the team across. Meanwhile
with a different quick assessment, 11A lead by Maj Irwin headed
down river to cross at a weir. In the distance, the head torches of
other teams obviously contemplating how to get across looked
like fire flies so far away and we made substantial progress so
that we entered CP 2 in 1st place.

1 TROOP
OCTp
Tp SSgt

This year's Lanyard Trophy was supposed to be one of the
toughest routes in a few years, adding more to the already
challenging event that is the Lanyard Trophy. Trg started 12
weeks prior to the competition with all trg taking place out of
work hours, due to commitments to trade. In total we completed
approx 80 running miles, 200 local 'tabbing' miles (with 40lbs)
and 130 fully laden miles enjoying Dartmoor - a massive feat
considering that the most tabbing half of the teams had ever
completed was a CFT!

Lt Emma Cameron
SSgt Steve Pengelly

1 Tp welcome Lt Emma Cameron, their new Tp Comd who has
recently taken charge of the Tp from Capt Clifford Kamara. 1 Tp
have been focusing primarily on the trg concentration, however
they managed a successful 2 day ex organised by SSgt(YofS)
Calvert, who also managed to get away for a week's fishing with
the Army Team, under the auspices of fishing being a sport!

ECM (FP) SQUADRON

Being a Phase 2 soldier, it was my first time doing the event and
along with the other 9 Phase 2 soldiers in our Regtl teams, we
were glad that our Corps had such an event available to test both
our physical and mental strength. Thankfully we had people on
our teams who were devoted to making it a success for us; Maj
Irwin, Capt Markendale, SSgt 'Ray' Mears, Sgt 'Machine'
Marshall and Cpl 'NFI' Potter all put in a lot of time and effort.

oc

THE MALES - by Sig Mason

2TROOP
OCTp
Tp SSgt

Capt Alex Hodges
SSgt Robert Howe
10 Signal Regiment Lanyard Trophy Team

2 Tp also welcomes a new Tp Comd, Capt Alex Hodges and a
raft of new pers from 638 Tp. He takes over from Capt Nige Clay
who goes upstairs to the dizzy heights of Sqn 21C. To round off
the trg concentration, SSgt(YofS) Stan Knowles organised a
highly successful ex featuring such exotic destinations as
Aldershot and RMAS. Most of the Tp has now volunteered to go
on the motorbike licence course in order to fulfil their IRT light
requirement, normally finding volunteers for courses is a difficult
affair but for some reason filling this course was not. The Tp are
looking forward to recreating 'Quadrophenia' each morning now
on Queen's Avenue!
638TROOP
638 Tp moved from Chelsea to Aldershot over the summer and
have been delighted with the increased culture and entertainment
that Aldershot has to offer. The main effort has been to familiarise
themselves with their new role and find more willing volunteers for
ceremonial duties. SSgt Mark Bagstaff is currently leading a
battlefield tour across South Africa however the kit he booked out

SSM

Maj J Fraser.
W02 (SSM) Saunders.

SUPPORT TROOP - by Cpl Spearpoint
Sp Tp have been organising all kinds of mil trg exs and ECM Op
Maintainer courses for all Deploying pers. Sgt 'Jimmy' Bond has
worked extremely hard at getting out of the Sqn on a whole host
of personal development courses, while Sgt 'Mac' McGregor
has been resettling. He has taken a course in dog handling
leaving all the work in the trg wing to Cpl 'Chunks' Spear~oint
amd Cpl Paul Harrower.
It has been a busy time in the Sqn with lots of pers leaving and
very few coming in but in Sp Tp we can welcome: SSgt(YofS)
Smith and his family, SSgt(FofS) Gunn and his family,
SSgt(FofS) King and his family. Sgt Farrar has taken over the
Sqn MT Fleet of 7 vehs. Because that isn't enough to keep him

On 24 September 0300hrs, the 11 Sig Regtl team members were
considering the prospect of competing in the Lanyard Trophy on
a very unwelcoming wet day in Dartmoor. Whilst waiting for the
starting horn just before 0530hrs hence the need for head
torches, our adrenaline if not already sky high was amplified with
'Flight of the Valkyries ' playing in the background. In typical
fashion, the start was chaotic with 11 A team calling out in
desperation for each other. 11 B got stuck in a traffic jam
between 1 Div female and male teams but powered past them up
to Yes Tor only to find a mass of bewildered teams looking for the
first CP.
West Okement River was the first real obstacle, as the downpour
during the night had swollen even the smallest of streams.
Attempting the river at our usual crossing point, 11 B made a
quick assessment to try somewhere upstream. SSgt Mears set
to finding a calmer stretch and volunteered Capt Markendale

Both teams progressed throughout the day strongly and even
though the team from 216 had taken the lead, 11 A were only
marginally behind by CP 5. 11B had more time to make up,
coming into CP 2 in 15th position, but they made up great time
and were in 3rd position by the time that they arrived at CP 6.
With 216 well out of sight by CP6, the pain of the forthcoming 15
miles to the finish gave 11A a reality check; we had come so far
and done so well and now needed to dig in.

Sig Tucker, Sig Bouma and LCpl Heathcote refuel the tanks

11 A ultimately came runners up with a time of 12 hrs and 25 mins
and 11 B 'throttled back' to ensure they were first and only team
to finish with their full contingent of 10 men in 5th, winnmg the
Saxony Trophy. Overall a fantastic achievement from both male
teams.
THE FEMALES
Just 6 weeks before the competition, the team consisted of only
5 girls; that is until Capt Irwin bravely stepped in with only 5
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weeks left. She put together a trg program and became the team
IC. At the same time, 4 new volunteers became part of the team,
which now consisted of: Capt Irwin (IC), Sgt 'Posh bird' Martin
(21C), Cpl 'Brave girl' Jones, Cpl 'Crazy' Letherby, Cpls Manns,
Oxley, Phillippo, Cpl 'China' Phillips and Sig Robinson.
Sig Robinson (who had previously only ever done a 6 mile CFT)
did fantastically during trg, but due to the Jack of time to prepare
her for the arduous 40 mile tab became part of the vitally
important Admin Team which also consisted of SSgt Mason and
Cpl Howath.

were Sig Preece and Sig Gurton, told you I'd get you in The
Wirel
Cpl Potter led the biking over hills, sand dunes and some
security fencing aided by Cpl Grayhurst, who managed to fix
everyone's bike except his! The beach walkers decided th at the
view of the rolling sand dunes after the first couple of miles
became a bit dull so indulged themselves in holding trials for the
England Cricket team. Cpl Sochan umpired th e match. After a
long day out in the sea air with sore legs, arms and red faces we
all returned to Club Penhale to await the night's entertainments.

After 9 miles and 4 river crossings, it was all over, the A team was
edged into 2nd place for the mil trophy by a team of Gurkhas
from 3 (Harrogate) Sqn. The B Team came a very respectable 5th
in the services team competition. Cpl Whitehead finished 1st
placed individual entry and W01 Dray fi nished in 6th place
individual entry.
Everyone who volunteered for the event did very well and
succeeded in raising money for SSAFA.
EXERCISE CATTERICK BEACH ENDURANCE -by Cpl T Wilson

On the actual competition day Itself, we were in for the shock of
our lives, when shortly after the first CP, we were confronted with
the first of 3 river crossings - this one above chest height! Luckily
for us, our Male B team were there to stop us getting swept
away, for which we are very grateful. Little did we know that
500m in the opposite direction was a bridge. After initially being
in front, we were on the tails of 1 Div the rest of the way and
thought 16 Sigs were right behind us towards the finish. So we
pushed ourselves and our injuries, only to find out later that it
was another male team. We eventually finished with 6 people and
in a respectable 2nd place with a time of 14 hrs 47 mins. Well
done 11 Sig Reg!!
1 (OUSTON) SQUADRON
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Maj J Morrice
W02 M Bell

EXERCISE OUSTON LION - by Cpl R Cownie
It was a cold windy day in Blandford
when 1 Sqn collected 60 eager, young
Phase 2 soldiers for a weekend of fun
and frivolity at Costa Penhale camp in
Cornwall. After a hard week in the
classrooms, this was to be a testing and
relaxing time for both trainees and
permanent staff (this was just the
journey down the A30). After the long
trip everyone gathered in the NAAFI bar
for the usual briefings and a pint or two.
It was an early rise for all to fill up with a
greasy breakfast, as the day's activities
were to be strenuous but this turned out
to be a mistake for some! Cpl
'Spiderman' Powell and Cpl 'Milkybar
Kid' Tillman designed the abseiling
pitch, which was a monstrous 120ft
drop. This was a test of bottle and
another word beginning with "b", no
matter what sex you are. Due to weight
restrictions, certain members of the
permanent staff could not participate or
at least that was their excuse, no
names. Two mentions on this event

Maj LO Roddy
W02(SSM) MA Tench

EXERCISE CATTERICK CANTER - BADMINTON HORSELESS
TRIALS - by Cpl J Whitehead
Once again, 2 Sqn competed in the annual horseless trials team
event. The competition is normally held at Badminton Park,
Wiltshire, but this year it took place on the Fosse Way Roman
road due to Foot and Mouth restrictions.
The day started early with 9 members of Beaufighter Tp eager to
get on the minibus, but with one man short for the two 5 man
teams. A quick search of the block revealed Sig 'Alfie' Bain,
keen as ever to 'volunteer' his services. Eight trainees and
upgraders, Cpl 'Gaz' Lest er and LCpl 'Dave' Skingley in the
back of the bus, Tp Comd W01 'Richie' Dray map reading and
Cpl 'Jase' Whitehead at the wheel, we deployed to the start
point.
Two hours later we were parked in a Wiltshire field filling out the
team sheets, all the whippets in one team,
and the not so whippets in the other, the
trainees were very quick to point out that Mr
Dray and myself did not appear to have a
place in the teams, so we entered as
individual runners. With the entry fees paid
and the race numbers pinned on, we were
almost good to go.
Half an hour before the race started Cpl
Lester took the fast team for a warm up
while the not so fast team warmed up on
Lambert and Butler. We all then moved to
the start line along with several hundred
civilians.

Sig Gurton strikes a pose for 'Abseil Monthly'

The 9 mile route started with a lap of a
farmer's field, then onto the Fosse Way,
which is just a rough dirt track. Sig 'H'
Atchison and Sig Bain led the way with Gaz
Lester, Sig 'Ryes' O'Rourke and LCpl
Skingley close behind. The B team were
also doing well with Sig Yarrick bringing up
the rear. Cpl Whitehead and W01 Dray were
going strong and were well up the field with
the A team runners.

Maj J Jennings
W02 Padfield

SSM

GORDON'S CUP COMPETITION - by Sig Conner, Sig Wheatley

The Gordon's Cup competition is a biannual mil skills competition
between the three Sqns. Preparation trg was taken very senously,
starting 5 weeks prior to the event with competitors giving up
most of our free evenings to take part in trg for
the different events.
The day kicked off with CBRN and SCOT. In
CBRN we had to perform different drills correctly
and answer questions based on our NBC
knowledge. The SCOT team had to overcome
different scenarios and perform the correct
casualty drills. The Map Reading event was split
into 2 sections; one was to answer questions
relating to a map. The second part was a more
physical ex - a series of letters were placed
around the garrison and each team had to locate
as many as they could. Whilst the Map Reading
was taking place, the Asslt Course teams were
well underway. Each team had to complete the
course twice as quickly as possible. Tug-Of-War
was fiercely competed for. The March and Shoot
teams performed excellently as some of the
soldiers involved were undergoing serious trg for
the Lanyard. The Stretcher event was tough for
all teams in the sun.

2 (CATTERICK) SQUADRON
OC
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and Sig Sheehan

1 Sqn's very own Anne Robinson, Cpl Grayhurst had organised a
"You are the Weakest Link" quiz which funnily enough was won
by his course mates, all technicians! The winners very graciously
passed on the prize and gave it to the second placed team who
happened to be Phase 2s. On the Sunday morning there were
some very sore heads for the upgraders and one other - Cpl
Cownie who had been celebrating his birthday. We set off to the
last event of the weekend, Quad Biking. This serious event
turned into a cross between Gladiators and One Man and His
Dog. SSM Bell wanted to race the world but apparently his
Quad had a fault, funny how it only occurred when he was riding
or should I say falling off. The only surprise with the 1st Annual
Ouston Quad Race was that everyone finished in one piece.

The Female team strides on

3 (HARROGATE) SQUADRON

The day ends with the whole Regt at Pond
Bottom watching the closing 2 events, Super
Team and CO's event, and with the heat and
some of the team members already having
Team Members on Ex CA TTERICK BEACH ENDURANCE
competed in events throughout the day, they
were starting to look a little drained but this
After months of meticulous planning, 24 of 2 Sqn's finest Phase 2
didn't affect the enthusiasm and effort they put in. The Super
volunteers and 12 Phase 3 Cpls convened on Bournemouth
Team event consisted of a field gun run, a tyre drag, press ups,
Beach for this charity event. Ahead of us Jay 12 hrs of rowing
squat thrusts and sit ups. It was one of the hardest things I've
and cycling, in support of The Anthony Nolan Trust - a charity
done but all the hard work paid off as we came 1st. The CO's
concerned with Leukaemia research and support for sufferers and
Event was the big one of the day. It began with a run with rifles to
their families.
a series of eqpt, supplies and casualties at a location outside
Having personally accounted for every possibility, the only thing
that could let us down now would be the weather, which duly
teased us all day. We woke and rose to a beautifully clear
morning and began our event at 0800hrs in baking sunshine.
However, we were soon caught in the best monsoon the South
Coast could offer and our worst case scenario had come true.
But in true style, the torrential downpour only seemed to
galvanise the sold iers. I could swear that I saw more smiles in
the rain than the sun.
Realising that the worst that could happen had happened, it was
time to relax. The rain did make the crowds much more generous
in their donations. Whether this was out of sympathy or the fact
they had no escape from the charity tins in the shelter is yet to be
established!
With lunch, though , came the sunshine and the crowds. With
spirits high, collectors were deployed all around Bournemouth
Pier Approach in order to campaign support.
At 2000hrs, it was time to tear down and return to Blandford.
With weathered looks and (hopefully) heavy collecting tins, we all
boarded the buses and bade farewell to the disgruntled stall
worker whose pitch we had inadvertently commandeered.
A good day was had by all, and the team members have reason
to be proud of themselves. The total raised for The Anthony
Nolan Trust is in excess of £2,500, and crucially, we also raised
awareness for the charity.

3 Squadron on the road to victory

camp. The items i1ad to be carried back to the start point - they
consisted of tyres, logs, ammo boxes and other weighted items.
Once all had been returned, the teams had to assemble a 12 x 12
tent and push a Land Rover into it. The heat and exhaustion from
the ru nning made this a little difficult but 2 and 3 Sqns were very
close. Finally it was left to the Tp SSgt to make a mad dash to
ring the winner's bell. Everyone waited in anticipation of the final

478
THE WIRE, DECEMB ER 2007

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 2007

479

results, it was finally announced that 3 Sqn had managed to
regain the Cup, narrowly ahead of 2 Sqn. The sense of team spirit
was extremely high and an extraordinarily high feeling of
achievement was felt when we lifted the Cup from the hands of
the CO.
216 RANGE PACKAGE - by Sig Wills
As the week started, the ' Blandford Lads' were nervous in the
presence of the prestigious 216 (Air Asslt) Sig Sqn . We kept quiet
and did what we were told. As soon as everyone completed this
basic range package, the real fun began. First off was the
'Movement Range', the building blocks for the rest of the week.
Sig 'Rocky' Mullinex had a fight with the iron sight and sadly
came off with a black eye. This progressed to using the GPMG,
an awesome weapon with devastating results on the 'Penetration
Demonstration Range' ripping through walls and 3ft diameter
logs. On the 'Individual Battle Skills Range', we fired from
awkward positions and then patrolled down the range, engaging
various targets. 216 showed their worth, by getting top scores on
this range. Next we got some top cover trg on the Snatches,
sharpshooter Sig Horne, accumulating the highest score on this

range impressing the DS. Later that day we practised 'dry' anti
ambush drills, extremely important in 216's role as they deploy to
Afghan early next year. This drill was then completed on a live
firing range. For some of the lads it was their first time firing live
rounds, while doing fire and manoeuvre drills. The range was a
firm favourite for some of the lads but the gravel sapped energy
and legs soon felt like jelly. For some of the younger trainees it
was a sobering thought that they could be doing this for real in
the very near future.
The final range was the 'CQB'. LCpl 'Harry' Goodwill and his
21C, Sig 'Haraldo' Harper delivered an outstanding set of orders
for the attack on the mock town. The Blandford quartet of Sigs
Wills, Wiltshire, Horne and Parson were keen to make a point
and went out fast and aggressive. Led by Sig Wills whose brief
was purely a barrage of effing and blinding but produced good
results and resulted in a good appraisal on the video replay
afterwards.
The week was amazing and incredibly fun, everyone took
something from it. Thanks from all the lads at 11 Sigs for the
experience.

14th SIGNAL REGIMENT
{ELECTRONIC WARFARE)
co
RSM

Lt Col SJ Vickery
W01 (RSM) DR Taylor

HQ SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj A Palmer
W02(SSM) Morris

TRAILWALKER 2007 - by Cpl Ross
Eqpt Sp (Formerly TM Tp) of HQ Sqn entered a team into this
year's TRAILWALKER. This is an annual 1OOkm charity 'walk'
taking a route over the South Downs down to Brighton. The team
consisted of
SSgt Jamie
O'Reilly, Sgt
Dan Peake and
Cpls Mark Ross
and Andy Hill.
The team were
supplied with
refreshments,
energy bars,
deep heaVfreeze
spray, and
encouraging
'motherly'
support
throughout the
event's
checkpoints by
their supporting
team, Sgts Bev
Cadogan and
Leanne Derrick,
and Mr Bill
Flood, a
representative of
the team's major
sponsor, Selex.
The team
14 Sig Regt (8'\.'.) Trai/walker Team
completed the
gruelling event
in an admirable 14hrs and 11 mins, coming in 6th place out of 450
teams, and raising £2500 for the charities OXFAM and the Gurkha
Welfare Trust. Back next year then lads?
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MILITARY TO MILITARY CONFERENCE - by 2Lt Marsden
From 17 to 21 September the Regt hosted this year's Military to
Military Conference. This is where 5 coalition nations (UK, USA,
Canada, Australia and New Zealand) annually come together to
promote coalition integration on EW information and Ops. The
Regt was pleased to welcome Comd 11 Sig Bde, Brig PJ
Davies, CO 7 Sig Regt, Lt Col K Stewart RA Signals (Australia's
equivalent of 14 Sig Regt (EW)) and Lt Col Balda US Army from
Fort Monmouth, New Jersey. At the beginning of the week
various delegates gave updates on current and future issues.
This was then followed by a series of seminars to extrapolate
relevant points to develop coalition practice. Everyone present
agreed that the conference was a huge success. The highlight of
the week was the Regtl Dinner Night on the Wednesday, where a
fantastic night was had by all, particularly the NZ contingent who
pushed on through eating breakfast in their Mess Kit!
SPS DETACHMENT ADVENTURE TRAINING IN BAVARIA
- by Pfe D A Burke AGC SPS
The SPS Det went to Bavaria for a week's multi-activity AT during
the first week of September. The aim was to get well away from
the office environment, do some new activities that took us out of
our comfort zones and to bond as a team.
We spent a day on each of the following activities: Kayaking,
White Water Rafting, Rock Climbing/Bouldering and
Mountaineering; each activity presenting its own challenges. My
personal favourite was White Water Rafting. This was the activity
I was most apprehensive about. On arriving at the venue in
Austria, we were issued with our wetsuits and moved to the
water. Our instructor was called Manu and he said that to get us
warm our team must get into the water - it was like icicles! I also
noted the other team didn't get the same treatment!
Both rafts set off and it was juniors versus seniors. To start with I
really didn't like it because I thought I would fall out and drown.
When we hit the first set of rapids, I could almost feel the icy
water; however, we stayed afloat. That gave me confidence to
follow the instructor's directions. There was a lull after each set
of rapids when the instructors encouraged us to attack the
seniors' raft. As we had half a team of girls and the seniors were
all quite big blokes, we thought better of it and kept our distance.
However, they attacked us. The FSA boarded our raft and my
first thought was to hit him with my paddle, but I just screamed
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instead . I can only deduce that 3 women screaming at the top of
their voices scared him off because he only made a brief attack
and jumped back aboard his own raft .. .soon after we hit the next

exit drills - using a mock up of the aircraft door. This was to give
us a feel for what it would be like sitting in the door before we
jumped! Unfortunately a door 4ft off the ground in a hangar
resembled no likeness to sitting in a noisy aircraft 3200ft off the
ground with the wind sweeping your feet away. So, Day 1 and
the main part of the trg was over. We were, apparently, ready to
start jumping. Personally I was a little concerned that this was the
least amount of trg I'd ever received for the most dangerous thing
I've ever done!
DAY2

The big day arrived! It was an early start. The meteorological
report for the day didn't bode well for parachuting so we had to
get some jumps in early, whilst there was a window of
opportunity to do so. It was just a little unfortunate that this
window was at 0600hrs. Up until this point I wasn't nervous at
all, just excited . Feelings amongst the rest of the students were
mixed. The experience of parachuting within the course was
varied. Some had jumped a few times before, including some of
the 224 guys (Sgt Stewart Rowles, Cpl Woodfint and Cpl Phil
Reece) who had attended a course last year at JSPC. Some had
jumped 10 or 15 times and there were two Paras who had
'---------'-----------~---...::--~~... jumped over 50 times and into hostile areas. And then there were
people like myself and Cpl Ed Warner who had never jumped
Enjoying the rapids!
before and therefore didn't know what lay ahead. Eight of us
squashed into the little tiny plane which climbed to 3200ft and it
set of rapids. This time I knew what was coming and I really
enjoyed being thrown around in the massive waves. The trip took
was time! I was to be the 7th person to jump and therefore had to
about an hour and a half and despite the cold (I found out the
watch the other 6 before me disappear before my eyes into thin
water runs straight off a glacier) I really enjoyed the whole
air! The instructor called me into the door. The feeling when you
put your feet out and the wind sweeps them back is a little
experience. When we returned to the centre we were given a
unnerving. The instructor shouted "GO!" and I jumped. Or more
shot of schnapps to toast ourselves (which tasted rancid) but did
like slid out of the aircraft, not what had been practised during
warm us up!
our exit drills trg! The next 5 secs were a terrifying blur. Once I felt
my canopy pull me upwards I looked up to check it was fully
I also really enjoyed the bouldering and did an extra day of that
open and then thanked God I was still alive. Next was the float
activity on the last day. The good thing about multi-activity exs is
down to earth! Some of the students had fun with their canopies
that if you don't take to an activity - you only do it for a day and
and did a few turns and spirals. Not me I was rigid, not wanting
then move on to something else. As it was the whole AGC(SPS)
to upset my canopy I gave little tugs on the steering toggles to
Det had a brilliant AT ex in Bavaria and I would recommend it to
navigate myself over the drop zone. And then I landed and kissed
anybody.
the ground ... after I'd picked myself up off the floor after sliding
along on my bottom - at least it was a soft landing!
224 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj SL Roberts INT CORPS
W02(SSM) GA Shuck

EXERCISE PREMIER PLUMMET II - by Cpl Renee Whitehouse
Seven members of 224 Sig Sqn set off on a 14hr journey on 19
August to Sennelager, heading for the Joint Service Parachuting
Centre, Lippspringe (JSPC (L)) in Germany in order to throw
themselves out of a perfectly serviceable aircraft, organised by
Cpl Ed Warner. The journey took us through France, Holland,
Belgium and eventually we arrived in Germany. Most of the
entertainment for the journey was provided by LCpl Stefanie
Armsby who has obviously been on long minibus journeys
before. Fun and games all the way!
DAY 1
First on the agenda was a brief from the OC JSPC(L) (who was
also going to be the pilot for the majority of the week). He briefed
us on the coming week and informed us that this week was like a
normal week on duty and therefore it was our duty to jump out of
the aircraft as many times as the staff told us to. He continued
that there would be only 2 ways we would leave the centre on
Friday and that was either proud with our heads held high or on a
stretcher! For the first part of the week, I personally had doubts
about doing either. AT is about facing your fears and I think we all
certainly did that!

DAY3
Day 3 was another early morning due to bad weather reports. If
we were lucky we would get another jump in at around 0700hrs.
I'd been awake most of the night worrying about jumping again
and praying for bad weather for the rest of the week!
Unfortunately for the rest of the course, who all wanted to jump
as many times as possible, the weather was bad for most of the
day. But around 1500hrs, blue skies appeared and the wind died
down. It was time again. I'd already told my instructor that I didn't
want to jump again. Unfortunately for me that was not an option.
The plane took the first 8 students up. My syndicate was waiting
on the ground for the aircraft to come and take us up. Whilst we
were waiting one of the students already in the air had a
malfunction. Due to a bad exit from the aircraft, he had got his
arm caught up in the canopy lines, which then caused him to
spin. He managed to deploy his reserve canopy however and
landed safely. But the rest of us on the ground were now a little
apprehensive! But as one of the students pointed out,
malfunctions are a rarity and the odds of one of us having
another one in the same day were very slim. Nevertheless it was
still a scary moment. This incident showed that the drills we were
taught on Day 1 were relevant and thankfully paid off. My
syndicate went up, unfortunately today would not be the day I
jumped out of an aircraft for the second time. I was totally
petrified. I landed on solid ground with my parachute still packed
firmly on my back.
DAY4

The trg was very intense and a lot to take in but it was also a lot
of fun. There was a lot of emphasis on health and safety, which is
always a good thing when you are about to plummet to your
death! Trg on this day included canopy control, stability drills and
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Day 4 was again an 0600hrs start due to bad weather reports.
Today I felt a little more positive but I still did not want to jump.
Some people were ready for their 3rd or 4th jump. Some of the
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novices had done well at static line jumps, which is what we all
started on (where your parachute opens automatically after 4-5
secs) and had progressed onto dummy pulls (which is a
simulation of free falling but still on static line). I was in the first
lift. Eight of us went up and I was first out. I got in the door and
still not convinced I'd jump, got IT'yself into position. Then I
closed my eyes and thought "just do it''. And I went, there was
no technique there but I'd faced my fear. And it wasn't half as
bad as the first time. Thanks to the staff and especially the chief
instructor I'd done it. They can be very persuasive. That day we
all did another 2 jumps and for me it did get easier with each
jump. No less terrifying - just easier. It was a long day. As soon
as you had packed away your parachute it was time to face your
fear again. But everyone was having such a good time and
enjoying the buzz that the time seemed to fly, literally!

memorable! Finally, we must remember, "What Happens in Vegas,
Stays in Vegas! "
.
I

··

-

~

............ .

All in all the whole week was enjoyable and everyone got
something out of it. I think we all left on Friday proud, with our
heads held high. It is an experience that I personally will never
forget and would thoroughly recommend giving it a go ... at least
once. If you get the opportunity, give it a go.

oc

EXERCISE LONGLOOK 2007 - by Sgt Knight

SSM

Maj S Cole
AW02{SSM) I Strachan

OP HERRICK 7 - by SSgt Stevie Rimmer
The first 12 members of 237 Sig Sqn deployed on 6 September
and certainly hit the ground running. Within days they had taken
over their roles as the mobile EW teams and the 3 teams, led by
Sgt Justin Jenkins, Sgt Gaz Ward and Cpl Ben Carter were off
supporting Op PALK with 12 Mech Bde.

DAYS
Today was our lie-in; we arrived at JSPC at 0900hrs for an end of
course debrief. I think that everyone went away happy in what
they had achieved. I was surprised to be given the best student
award which apparently was due to my ordeal and eventually
facing my fear. Even if I never parachute again!

237 SIGNAL SQUADRON

members of the Sqn to mingle and swap stories over a drink or
two. The weekend was also a sad time for all, as everyone in the
Sqn remembered and paid tribute to Sgt Barry 'Baz' Keen tn a
memorial service .

LEWT (PARA) Landing

EXERCISE EMPIRE CHALLENGE 07 - by Sgt Wright
In July, LEWT (PARA) enjoyed a successful trip to the USA on Ex
EMPIRE CHALLENGE 07. Operating in arduous 40 - 50 degree
heat within the Californian desert, members of the Tp spent 9
days conducting EW trg in preparation for their upcoming
HERRICK VIII tour. This involved the use of light EW in veh
mounted and static operating roles. Rearward links were also
established through RAF Nimrod comms to impressively round off
the pre-ex objectives.

The remaining 40 members of the Sqn deployed nearly a week
later and got their handover from an ever joyful and enthusiastic
245 Sig Sqn. It wasn't long before all dets were manned by the
Sqn and 245 were on their way to Cyprus. All that left was for
the remaining members in Camp Bastion to count the number of
times Cpl Dan Tucker was mentioned on BFBS Radio. At the
time of release, it was well into double figures.
With the fi rst month under the belt and only 5 more to go, spirits
remain high! The guys are continuing the Regt's reputation by
getting some excellent results on the ground, getting stuck into
all tasks thrown at them and making a real difference. The tough
PDT is allowing the Sqn to take over where 245 left off and we

226 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

EXERCISE DDRAIG'S BRIDGE
- by 2Lt Sargeant
This year's Sqn battlefield tour followed the
events and the route used by the Allied forces
during Operation MARKET GARDEN. The OC
acted as our enthusiastic tour guide {minus
pink umbrella), with cameo appearances from
Capt Lees and W02 South at various points.

Various evening activities were enjoyed by all and , having
practised the night before, the seniors suggested a game on the
Kugelbahn at a local restaurant on our fi nal night. The OC
struggled somewhat with coordination issues, and after a narrow
defeat at the hands of SSgt Lampitt's team, we were happy to
retire to the bar!
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I was selected to deploy to a Tpt Coy, which was part of the 1
CSSB, 1st Bde based up in Darwin (Northern Territory). The role I
was given was that of a veh fleet manager were I sat alongside
my counterpart. The role of the Tp to whom I was attached was
to provide a heavy lift capability for the 1st Bde; the main source
of work was the transportation of their new A1 M1 Abram tanks.

On the return tri p we were treated by coming back on
one of the old roads, which gave me an idea of what
it must have been like all those years ago to travel
around Australia. There were quite a few other road
moves that I was able to take part in, which meant I
was able to see a large part of the country and visit a
lot of interesting towns and cities.

Some probably enjoyed the ferry journey more
than others (Sigs Pike and Johnston!) but
after a long drive, we arrived at our accn in
Elmpt in time to catch a few hrs sleep before
our whistle-stop tour began early the next
morning.

On our final day, we travelled to Eben Emael Fort in Belgium,
which was a feat of defensive engineering in its day but suffered
a comprehensive defeat when 86 Germans in unmarked gliders
landed on the roof and forced the surrender of the 1500 Belgian
soldiers inside within 36 hrs, largely due to the expedient use of
shaped charges.

After what seemed like a week of travelling, I arrived in Sydney
were I had an overnight stay and the next morning I departed for
the airport again! I started to get an idea of the size of the
country when the flight from Sydney to Darwin took over 4 hrs! I
was met at the airport by a member of the Australian Defence
Force (ADF). We arrived at a modern looking Robertson Barracks
where I was then taken to my accn at the Sgts' Mess and once I
had met a few of the Mess members the rest of the weekend
became a drunken blur.

Whilst I was attached to Hy Tp, I deployed on various
road moves across the width of Australia. I drove
from Darwin to Brisbane; it took us 3 days to
complete the journey there and then a further 4 days
to return to Darwin. I also embarked on an ex recce
to a place called Broome. This was again to be a 3
day trip just to get to our destination.

Maj CP Crowther
W02{SSM) P Hounsell

We began in Eindhoven and travelled slowly
north using the infamous 'Hells Highway', used
by Gen Horrocks' XXX Corps, towards the final
objective at Arnhem . The enthusiasm tor
debussing at various points perhaps waned
slightly during the day due to worsening weather
conditions but a definite high point was our visit
to the Hartenstein Airborne Museum in Arnhem, although OC
LEWT, Capt Lees, may have been more in his element than the rest
of us!

Ex LONG LOOK is a Tri-Service exchange between the British,
Australian and New Zealand Army. The aim of the ex is to
broaden the mil knowledge and experience of the individuals
selected and to further the interoperability of the British,
Australian and New Zealand Armies.

Sig Wilson and Sgt Jenkins

can only hope 226 are themselves enjoying their PDT on
Sennybridge for Op HERRICK 8!
LEWT (PARA) in California

The highlight of the ex was the completion of US jumps by
members of the Tp. Capt Lees sliced his neck, Cpl Simon
gashed his chin and SSgt Wornham, with all his previous
jumping knowledge nearly ripped his ear off. However all injuries
were forgotten on the DZ when celebratory drinks were brought
out by the hosts, locally brewed in Mojave and named after their
local rattlesnakes. This qualified LEWT (PARA) members to wear
their US Wings, presented in US traditional 'blood wings ' manner.
Other highlights of the ex included an R&R package which saw
the Tp descend upon Universal Studios in Hollywood, where
W01 Ellaway was in his element in the comic book store. Cpl
Wood also impressed with his delicate prancing around Las
Vegas in full Hooters rig to the amusement of passers-by at
0400hrs. It would be unfair not to give a genuinely big thank you
to Hooters Casino Hotel in Las Vegas for allowing us to stay so
cheaply and making our R&R package so eye-poppingly
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245 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj A Aitken
W02{SSM) AP Minorczyk

RETURN OF SQUADRON FROM OP HERRICK
In Afghanistan , the role of 245 was to support 12 Mech Bde
through EW force protection . Specifically the roles were to
provide the Light Electronic Warfare Team (LEWT), assisting the
Bde Reece Force (BRF) and finally in static locations. We proved
throughout the tour that we were an important asset on Op
Herrick 6, with Bde elements requesting EW sp on all tasks,
greatly enhancing 14 Sig Regt (EW) profile within theatre.
On their return everybody got together for a well deserved
celebration , with the local press and TV on hand to welcome the
troops home (even BBC News 24!). A BBQ and disco were the
night's activities and it was a good occasion for both old and new
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I was fortunate enough to be invited to attend Anzac
Day on 25 Apri l. This is a yearly parade taken right
across Australia to remember the Diggers who died
at Gallipolli. The parade started with a dawn service
at 0530hrs followed by the bar opening at 0630hrs.
Unfortunately I don't remember that much of the day
as I did the Australian thing and drank until the bars
shut!
When I wasn 't on road moves I was able to do the tourist thing
and visit places from the Gold Coast, Surfers Paradise,
Coolangatta to Australia's Zoo. I also had an opportunity in
Brisbane to watch a game of AFL between "Brisbane Lions" and
"Adelaide Crows" but by the time I understood the rules of the
game, it was all over.
I was fortunate to have my wife join me for a few weeks holiday
and we spent the time in Cairns seeing things from the Great
Barrier Reef, the picturesque Kuranda Railway and we even
managed to visit Cook Town , which is where Captain Cook
repaired his ship HMS Endeavour after hitting the Great Barrier
Reef.
It's difficult to say which singular event that I have enjoyed above
all others during Ex LONG LOOK. I feel have benefited from the
exchange both professionally and personally. I have made some
very good friends both mil and civilian; it has been the experience
of a life time. The ADF were a pleasure to work with and I would
strongly recommend that if anyone had the chance to go on Ex
LONG LOOK they should go for it.
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complete the 40 mile course.
I think everyone who took part in the trg at Dartmoor will agree
that checkpoint 2 to 3 was the most draining part, with the river
crossing being particularly taxing. After trg in Dartmoor, our
fitness had improved and we now had a good knowledge of the
routes. Our team was now much stronger and confident.

16th SIGNAL REGIMENT

co
Hodges
RSM

Lt Col Justin

W01 Brian Sheard

On completion of an extremely successful tour of public duties in
which the Regt racked up a total of 25 Queen's Guards, the focus
quickly moved to the ARRC ex season. With new eqpt being
tested and the restructuring of the Bde taking place, the exs
proved challenging. A lot of hard work and determination was
required to provide the high level of service expected from the
Regt. As the ex season draws to a close the pre-deployment trg
begins for next year's tour to Afghanistan, into which the Regt
leads the Bde's commitment.
ITU WORLD TRIATHLON CHAMPIONSHIP - by Cpl Worthington
Having gained a place in the GB Team for the ITU World Age
Group Triathlon Championships on 2 September, I began the
journey north to Hamburg on Thursday 30 August. I was not sure
what lay ahead but I knew I was going to make the most of the
moment and enjoy the experience fully.
Race weekend approached rapidly but with some extra sprint trg
under the watchful eye of the Regtl Foreman, I was feeling a lot
happier about my race preparation.

followed by more pasta and another early night.
My race didn't start until midday, which was a refreshing change
and I was able to have a relaxing breakfast before doing a final kit
check and heading down to the race venue. My bike and run kit
were laid out in my usual way to allow for fast swim to bike and
bike to run transitions.
Before I knew it my start time had all but arrived. I headed down
with the other athletes in my wave, all suited and booted in our
wetsuits, to the start of the swim. After a 5 min warm up we were
called back to the start line. This was it. I had to produce not
just the race of my season but the race of my life.

Saturday morning was taken up with team briefings and team
photos. It was a chance for us first timers to meet up and get
some tips and advice from the more seasoned competitors. Tim
Don, GB's top Triathlete was also on hand to offer some words of
wisdom ahead of his own race in the clash of the world's elite. I
grabbed the opportunity to have my picture taken with him.
Saturday afternoon was another chance to get some rest and put
the legs up and by now I was getting good at power snoozing.
Early evening a group of us went out for some race sharpeners to
make sure we were still fresh for Sunday. Our bikes were racked,
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The atmosphere from
the large crowds
helped carry me
through and after
producing the 6th
fastest run time in my
group I had moved up
from 20th to 9th
overall. I was more
than happy to finish in
the top 10 and I also
grabbed 5th place in
the GB team.

Cpl Gayle Worthington

All in all it had been a
successful race and
now I can't wait to
qualify again. Bring on

the Gold Coast in Australia in 2009.

LANYARD TROPHY - by LCpl Mills and Sig Henderson
16 Sig Regt started trg 3 times a week on camp for the Lanyard
Trophy at the end of June. For some of the younger participants,
this was their first attempt and they did not realise what they
were letting themselves in for. Others, such as Cpl Sarah Ball
who had completed Lanyard at Otterburn previously and SSgt
Jackie Herbert, who was taking part for the eighth time, they
knew exactly what hard work lay ahead. Despite SSgt Herbert's
assurances, we were all about to find out that taking part in one
of the most challenging competitions held by the Corps and th e 3
weeks of arduous trg on the boggy, uneven terrain and emotional
hills beforehand was going to be more than "just a bimble"!
Our trg at Dartmoor started on 5 Sep. Every morn ing we started
early with a big hearty breakfast as we needed all the energy we
could get for our long day ahead exploring the best routes.
The first couple of days we fou nd hard on the feet as we were not
used to the terrain. We soon realised blisters were going to be a
problem, so taking care of our feet would be a priority in order to
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Some of us never realised how emotional the day of the
competition would be. Even though it was hard, none of us
regretted volunteering and some of us would definitely do it again
as it gave us all a great sense of achievement. Some people
started the trg to get fit and others wanted to challenge
themselves. Despite the fact that neither the male or female team
won, it was a valuable experience and everybody got something
out of it. We are all looking forward to trg for next year's trophy!
REGIMENTAL DAY
Fun, flags and festivities filled Elmpt Station this week as 16 Sig
Regt celebrated their annual Regtl Day. Soldiers formed regional
teams before slogging it out for the title of Regtl Champions over
a variety of competitions. 'Flower of Scotland' rang out whenever
the Scottish were heading to an event, marching behind a flag
they'd managed to rustle up from somewhere, while the Welsh
quickly adorned their minibus with dragons and emblems.

I had a decent swim but was only 20th in my Age Group by the
exit. I was able to use my run speed to overtake people in the
transition area, making up valuable places before heading out on
the bike. The course was fast and I picked up some more places
after a strong ride. I had the 11th quickest bike time in my group
and this set me up for
a good final discipline.
The run leg is my
strongest point and I
knew I could pick up
even more places if I
could just hold my
form.

Thursday was about reg istering and picking up race numbers
before taking a plunge in the river for those wanting to get familiar
with the water conditions. I was already wet from the torrential
downpours that we'd encountered all day and decided to return
to the hotel and get my bike set up instead. Thursday evening
was the 'Welcoming Ceremony' and it gave all competitors a
chance to meet up with the GB team and the other athletes in the
Athletes' Village. The night ended with a spectacular fireworks
display that even the rain could not dampen.
Friday 0630hrs had been pencilled in for a practice ride to allow
competitors to familiarise themselves with the 22km bike route.
Luckily the rain held off and I was beginning to relax and enjoy
the atmosphere. I was really starting to take to life as a GB
athlete and headed back to bed after a hearty breakfast of
scrambled eggs and smoked salmon. Feeling refuelled and
refreshed, I met up with my fellow ATA team members and took a
leisurely jog around the 5km run course. Knowing what to expect
during the final discipline of a triathlon is always a bonus and
gives you the advantage of knowing at what point to push in the
race for the line. It was a flat, fast run course, which suited me.
During the day the transition area had been set up and we now
had a better idea of exactly where the bike course started and
finished . Knowing the importance of having a smooth transition,
myself and Sarah Thomas (ATA member) decided to head back
out on our bikes. We did a little loop before sneaking into the
transition area and finding the spot where our bikes would be
racked. We were in the same age group and our race numbers
were side by side. Friday evening was the official Pasta Party
and then as early to bed as possible.

We now had a complete female team and a switched-on admin
team thanks to the hard work of Sig Dugmour. Competition to
win a place in the Regt's male team however was heating up as
there were more competitors than places. The male team under
Lt Harris and SSgt Rogan decided to make the trg even harder,

Sig Rob Mclaughlin and LCpl Emma Davies with loads of
encouragement and cups of tea. The weather was demoralising
throughout the competition with torrential rain, hailstones and
high winds making the river crossings difficult as the water was
rapid and deep. SSgt Herbert found this out after landing in a
few, due to her small legs. There was no time to stop at all as we
were competing hard to get a good place and time.

"It's been a tiring day but we've definitely had a lot of fun,'' said
LCpl Davies, playing for the Wales team. "I think the best part
was beating the Scots at football as they were quite cocky
beforehand," he added.

Sgt Jones checks his navigation with SSgt Rogan during build-up
training for the Lanyard Trophy
so that they could select those who were the most mentally and
physically prepared for the big day.
The weekend of the competition was exciting but there were also
a few nerves. Both female and male teams had to rehydrate, relax
and build up on their carbs beforehand. We also had to have all
our admin squared away. Everyone had butterflies but it never
showed on Cpl Gibson and LCpl St eve Lord who were always
smiling throughout the whole trg and full of morale.
The day before the competition, the female team went out for a 3
course meal as team captain Lt Roach wanted to fatten us up for
the day. There were loads of giggles and jokes at the dinner table,
especially when LCpl Adele Mills predicted that we would thrash
the expected winning team, 216 Sqn and Cpl Sarah Ball
·
suggesting that we run the full route!
The day of the competition came. After a big breakfast we made
our way to the start line where there were a lot of nervous faces.
There were 4 female teams, 16 male teams and 2 TA teams. It
was a mass start at a dark 0530hrs. There were 10 checkpoints
and at every second checkpoint our admin team were there
waiting .
When coming into the checkpoints it was nice to be greeted by

Each team played football , rugby, hockey and basketball against
their regional rivals before heading to the airfield. There they were
challenged with a gruelling gun run before being tested on their
handling of a number of weapons.
Next up was a shooting contest where competitors were tested in
both their judgement and accuracy before moving on to a comd
task where a veh had to be winched out of a hole. Finally the
sling-shot challenge saw teams battling to use a trebuchet to
launch projectiles with the necessary power and accuracy.
"I think the event was a complete success," said W02 McCall
who helped organise the day. " People put in a lot of effort and it
was an enjoyable day all round. After the competition had
finished, the whole Regt gathered in 'The Wall and Willow' for
drinks and a BBQ. The CO, Lt Col Justin Hodges, presented
the eventual winners, 'The North West' with their trophies at the
BBQ.
"It's great that we have won," said Lt Swindel from the winning
team. "But it's more important that everybody enjoyed
themselves - which I think they have," he added.
SSAFA FUNDRAISER
Following a Bde Fun Day held at Elmpt Station on completion of
Ex ARRCADE FURY, 16 Sig Regt managed to collect an
impressive €2187 for SSAFA. The money was collected by a team

21st SIGNAL REGIMENT
(AIR SUPPORT)
co
RSM

Lt Col DA Craft
W01 (RSM) S Mayell

Life is returning to normal now within the Regt. There is definitely
a start of term feeling around Colerne. The CO, Lt Col David
Craft has returned from his op as Chief JG on Op TELIC, bringing
back W01(FofS) Monty Farrow. The rest of the "away team",
Maj Gareth Marsh has been appointed to Boscombe Down and
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W01 (YofS) Mark Holden to 16 Sig Regt on commissioning. M aj
Chris Lacock, the Regtl 21C, has handed back command. Capt
Mel Mccorry was seen shredding forests of documents before
conducting 3 sequential handovers to the new Regtl Ops Staff,
whose jobs he had been covering throughout the tour Mel's
calm persona, patience and happy smiling face has now departed
to SOinC(A), while his keyboard and telephone have been
admitted to rehab.
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The new blood arriving with new shorts and satchels are the new
Regtl Ops Officer, Maj 'Bally' Ballantyne, also back from TELIC
where he was COS J2. Capt (Tfc) Rick Carley, the Asst Ops
Officer has arrived from Op Planning DGISS and the Regt YofS,
W0 1(YofS) Dave Thomas from 238 Sig Sqn (as was).
All are now installed in Regtl Ops waiting for Capt (TOT) Dave
Coffey to deliver Dll. The Regt: Yeoman, however, is just touch
and go before deploying to Op HERRICK.
The Regt continues its enduring profile of supporting Joint
Helicopter Forces in Iraq and Afghanistan. We are also ramping
up with a full programme of exs with the Support Helicopter
Force (SHF) at home, in preparation for the deployment of 16 Air
Asslt Bde to HERRICK next year.
All this has been exacerbated by the mixed fleet of Bowman with
the remnants of Clansman dets as Bowmanisation reaches its
long awaited conclusion. Luckily, the Merlin helicopter will
receive the Advanced Digital Radio Air before the end of the year,
as the start of the SHF digitisation. This is something of a pity, as
Clansman was only just beginning to catch on in the Comd.
Anyway, enough to keep us out of trouble as the winter nights
draw in.
HEADQUARTER SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Grant Johnst on
W0 2 Mark Pollock

Since the last Wire, all the management newbies have moved in
and started life in the hectic lane of 21 Sig Regt - get used to it,
as nothing will change for the next 2 years!!
As I write these notes Ech is deploying out of the gate (first time
in a year) for a shakeout in Caerwent and for some Class 1
tradesmen in the Sqn (no names no pack drill!) this will be the
first time they will have to cam up a veh. What's the Army coming
to?

On the horizon we're squeezing in some management lunches
and plenty of PT, followed by Oii. It's been on its way since
March and we've got used to this state of affairs, so when it
finally does turn up, the Regt will be caught by surprise! That'll
probably be after Christmas.
As for the future - well more PT I say! Welcome to W02 Mark
Pollock from 1 Div HQ & Sig Regt into the SSM slot. Get those
offices re-arranged! Thank you to the MTWO for standing in you can now go back to cutting lawns!

EXERCISE HEADQUARTERS BEAUFIGHTER - by Cpl Molyneux
After a stressful week-long range package in Barry Budden,
Scotland, it was all go for HQ Sqn yet again; this time taking part
in a much needed shakeout ex.
The Sqn hasn't deployed as echelon for over a year, so it was
time to shake off the cobwebs and dig out the webbing. First of
all it was off to the Revetments to make sure all the vehs were
accounted for, then swiftly down the M4 to Caerwent trg area.
Once there, we re-acquainted ourselves with the cam net dance.
Unfortunately Cpl 'Whippet' Roberts who has two left feet,
promptly got tangled up and broke his little finger; a great way to
impress after just arriving in the unit.
The toilets for the area were located near 244 so SSM 'Fudge'
McPhee volunteered his services to sniff one out on a toilet
recce. Much laughter was had when the SSM arrived back at the
location sat in a trailer carrying an 8ft blue Tardis. Unfortunately
he didn't get covered in blue water, but not for the lack of trying
on the driver's part.
Thankfully the rest of the ex progressed well as we all
remembered exactly what our job was. All in all, a much needed
ex and apparently more to follow in November.

244 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj I Blower MBE
W02 S Lithgow

After a well-earned summer leave period, the Sqn was right back
into the thick of preparing for a busy autumn ex period. The 2week Regtl Concentration was the initial focus, consisting of a
long road move to Barry Budden, near Dundee in Scotland, for an
excellent range package. This was followed by a week's comms
practice (naturally) in Caerwent, Wales. It felt like Christmas had
come early as we ripped the packaging off our shiny new
Bowman kit and struggled with the instruction manuals!
Sqn dets have also been busily preparing for deployments to
Belize for Ex TROPICAL STORM (see below) and Morocco for Ex
JEBEL SAHARA. Those lucky enough to get off to North Africa
are sure to have their work cut out for them, as they try to cope
with November evenings next to the pool while providing
assistance to the Gibraltar Regt.
The gladiators of 244 have also had a busy time with AT in
Corsica and Spain where they climbed the highest mountain on
the mainland. Others have been off representing the Army at
sailing, Great Britain at bobsleigh and of course, the annual
Lanyard Trophy competition.
244 Sqn says farewell to Capt (finally!) Steve Hall, to be a Tp
Comd at 11 Sig Regt in Blandford, our gap-year officer 2Lt
Calvin Smith leaves to attend Swansea University for 3 years
playing rugby and SSgt Lodwig Jones has moved on to
decorate the offices of 216 Sig Sqn. SSgt John Kelly is the last
to leave us, moving on to 3 Div HQ & Sig Regt, to make
clandestine brews.
The Sqn welcomes Lt Rachel Clayton and 2Lt Gareth Jones,
both still recovering from the arduous hell that is the Tp Comds
course. SSgts Baxter and Mordecai have arrived to take care of
these Tp Comds, as well as Alpha and Bravo Tps respectively,
SSgt lbison has arrived to count the items in the SQMS and we
also welcome Sgt 'Badger' Culver.
EXERCISE TROPICAL STORM - by LCpl Thomas
Yet another ex on my own! I arrived at Brize Norton anxious to
begin Ex TROPICAL STORM. Naturally, as this was Brize Norton,
I was treated to a delayed flight and a lovely night's sleep on a
comfy concrete floor (I was amazed to find out that they don't
offer you a choice of pillow!)
My flight finally arrived and off I went to Belize. After a short stop
in Florida (why couldn 't the RAF have given me a night in Miami?)
I arrived into Belize ready for the fun to begin.
Ex TROPICAL STORM almost lived up to its name as Hurricane
Phoenix passed through just days before. Though by the time I
arrived it had calmed down though the weather kept me guessing
all the time.

Before leaving Belize, I was treated to a few days hard earned
R&R. I spent my time at St George's Quay swimming with
hundreds of stingrays and sharks. Whilst I didn't consider this to
be relaxing (the sharks were bigger than me!) it was certainly
exciting.
Ex TROPICAL STORM was a fantastic experience and I loved my
time spent in Belize and would recommend the country and the
ex to anyone.
220 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj B Bryan
W02(SSM) A Smith

EXERCISE VIZZAVONA TIGER - CORSICA, FRANCE
• by Sig M Kmicic
On 27 August 2007, 13 members of 21 Sig Regt began their
journey to Corsica, aiming to complete the Grande Randonee 20
(GR20), one of the toughest long distance walking routes in
Europe. The GR20 is split into 15 etaps (sections) that traverse
Corsica following the main spine of mountains diagonally from
North to South. The trail covers a total distance of 180km, with a
sting in the tail - a total ascent of 12,000m covered in the 15
etaps. Contrary to popular belief the GR20 doesn't require any
climbing knowledge, but it does require a good level of fitness
and a large measure of determination to complete it.

We deployed in Viking BVs from Camp Bastion in mid -afternoon
to a forward assembly area. The arduous journey took around 4
hrs, in which time we encountered 2 IEDs and multiple small arms
fire contacts.
Our mission was to provide vital ground to air comms to all rotary
assets including the CH47 Chinook and the AH64 Apache, which
were both in great demand once the op was in full flow. Our job,
once deployed, was to call the Apache onto enemy forces'
positions in sp of fighting troops and to relay all info back to
JHF(A) FWD HQ back in Camp Bastion.
Straight away we encountered heavy resistance and the Apaches
were airborne for up to 6 hrs at a time and were very successful
in eliminating the well-defended Taliban positions. We used a
number of means as the link with FWD HQ, all of which were
highly effective and allowed mission-critical info to flow easily
between them and the helicopters. Throughout the deployment,
our position was constantly under attack from 107mm Chinese
rockets, mortars, RPGs and sporadic small arms fire.
After 10 days living in the desert under a poncho I was relieved to
get back to my pit in KAF - being able to take a shower, drink
cold water and get rid of my 10 day's growth of facial hair. I
believe the op was a great success for British troops.

Prior to starting the route, we held an admin day at the campsite
and had briefings covering such subjects as bergen packing and
distribution of group eqpt. A measure of anticipation was
building at what seemed a daunting prospect. Our admin team
was dispatched to supermarkets to collect final items to pack into
bulging rucksacks, all systems were go!
The route begins at Calanzana and we gathered at the start point
for the obligatory team photograph, feeling a little subdued at the
thought of the miles ahead. As we set off the sun relentlessly
beat down on us, making us compete with snakes and lizards for
what little shade we could find .
Some hours later, all thoughts were fixed on the need to reach
the first refuge and get the heavy packs off our backs. Even
more pressing was the need to sit down. This was followed by a
true sense of the unforgiving nature of the GR20 and at the same
time no small pride at completing the first day, a total ascent of
1550m over 12km distance in high heat and on less than proven
mountain legs.
Within a few days the team really began to develop legs like
mountain goat and more importantly, bonded well, working as a
team and moving confidently over exposed ground. The first 5
days on the GR20 are the hardest, a trial by fire indeed and the
guidebook provided very little encouragement by telling us that
each day was harder than the last. Working towards the halfway
point, the mood became more up beat each day knowing the
Southern half of the GR20 was somewhat easier.

Well it was time to get to work. I was working on a Mobile Air
Operations Team (MAOl) and we were tasked with ensuring that
all the troops of 5 SCOTS were up to date with their Landing
Point Commander and Rigger Marshall qualifications. This
entailed chasing a Bde's worth of men around Belize for 2 weeks
and revalidating them without any helicopters. I made up for this
though with impressive sounds effects, I can do a Chinook and
Puma now but need to work more on my Merlin.

Everybody who completed the GR20 will have taken away
different personal experiences, not least a great sense of
achievement. All have had to look deep into themselves,
developing leadership, courage and in no small measure good
foot care, judging by the amount of zinc tape used!

As I was spending so much time in the jungle, I thought that it
was high time I caught up with my survival skills. I didn't need
much work on these though, since I've spent countless Saturday
nights out in Leeds. The course covered river crossings and
basic survival skills. Preparing food in the wild was the most
interesting aspect of the course particularly when 20 of us had to
sit and watch as a CSgt demonstrated how to choke his chicken
before he went on to cook it!

OPERATION CHAKUSH - by Sig Chadwick

The two man detachment plus force protection

EXERCISE LONG LOOK 2007 - by Lt Alice Curtis
When we deployed on Ex TALISMAN SABER with 1 Sig Regt for
a 6 week ex, I didn't really know what to expect. I was still busy
trying to understand the hundreds of TLAs combined with the
Aussie twang and foreign kit, as well as getting over the shock of
not being on a 4 month holiday. Surely Ex LONG LOOK was just
an excuse for a backpacking trip around Australia?
This was my second ex of the exchange programme, the biennial
multi-national Div ex. I was told it was to take place "just up the

Many thanks must go to Capt Coffey, the exped leader and
organiser and W02 Smith as the other instructor.

On Sunday 22 July 07, a 2 man det from JHF(A) HQ deployed on
the deliberate op, Op CHAKUSH, meaning 'Hammer', to the
Mirmandab district of Helmand Province, known as "the green
Zone" along the Helmand river. The det consisted of an LO from
JHF(A), W01 Cook (AAC), and myself as his operator.

Lt Curtis and Cpl Varley of 21 Sig Regt with Sig Beverley from 3
Div HQ & Sig Regt
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road" - a 2 day drive later we arrived near Rockhampton. The
local farmer thought he was doing us a favour when he ploughed
the field where 709 Tp were to be located, which might have
been true had it not been for the 6 days of continuous downpours
that greeted us on arrival.
We were living in a mud bath remi .iscent of the Glastonbury
festival. While soaked through, fighting for comms occasionally
had to take a back seat to fighting to save our vehs from sliding
down the mud banks.

The protesters arrived about mid-way through the ex, ambushing
American vehs, causing road blocks and getting naked, even
more like Glastonbury {I would imagine!). The bad weather got the
better of them in the end, so they soon left. Back in camp work
continued as normal, Brisbane was an excellent base for trips
away, weekends were spent diving on the Barrier Reef, sailing in
the Whitsundays, trying to surf in Surfers' Paradise, walking in the
Glass House Mountains and even a quick ski trip. It was all a
fantastic experience, if you are willing to make it one, I
recommend it to anyone. Look out for the DIN, if you want to go.

22nd SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col ND Fraser
W02(RQMS(A)) Coombe

After some well earned summer leave, the Regt is now back and
hard at work with some changes having taken place in Regtl HQ.
The Adjt post is changing hands. Maj Jamie Balfour was
promoted to Maj at the end of June and is now keen to put the
hectic pace of life that has been his last 18 months to rest. With
the constant late nights that come with forming a Regt he plans
to reacquaint himself with his wife and take some time to play
golf.
The Subbies in the Regt are unsure about this change; better the
devil you know and all that. However, a warm welcome to the
new Adjt, Capt Graham Clarke.
LANYARD TROPHY
As everyone present on the day will remember, this year's
Lanyard Trophy started in some quite special conditions. It was
the first competition that the newly formed Regt had been
involved in and everyone was quite happy that we managed to
get a team around the course in a little over 15 hrs.

SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj D Craig
W02(SSM) Collins

ENGINEERING SUPPORT TROOP - by LCpl Wilson
It has been a busy month in Eng Sp Tp with 3 new arrivals. We
would like to welcome W01(FofS) Claxton as the new Tp Comd.
SSgt 'Adie' Dear has been posted in from 4 Mech Bde as the
new Tp SSgt; he replaces SSgt Danny Rudd to whom we wish a
speedy recovery from his operation (installing a new spine). SSgt
Will Morrow arrives as the new TOMS, replacing Sgt 'Dougie'
Douglas who will revert back to his original role as Tp Sgt, after
doing an excellent job filling in for so long. Sgt 'Eddie' Edwards
has deployed on Op HERRICK, various members of the Tp have
assisted the Sqns on exs such as Ex ARRCADE FALCON, Ex
IRON TRIANGLE and Ex BEACON DANCE. LCpl Blacker has
been on a Ptarmigan course at Blandford, so hopefully will return
with some knowledge and be keen to get amongst the Ptarmigan
assets. With only one or two more new arrivals inbound, the Tp is
finally starting to take shape and to make progress under the
direction of the new FofS.
MT DEPARTMENT - by LCpl Matthews
The MT has had a busy period preparing for inspections and we
have all put in a lot of hard work and hours. We are sure it will all
pay off in November when the last of the inspections are due
(ECI). The Dept has been busy preparing and deploying on Ex
BEACON DANCE which was a Regtl ex and confirmed a number
of points that we are looking at. Overall the ex was a nice release
from barracks, even if it was on Salisbury Plan but we had plenty
of work to return to. We welcome the following new members;
Sig 'Spanish' Santander from 2 Sig Regt, LCpl 'Flash'
Matthews from 14 Sig Regt, and LCpl 'Chad' Chadwick from
Blandford. We have also had Alan Veron and Pete Wiggin
commence work in the civilian drivers' posts.

BRAVO TROOP - EXERCISE NETILE WARRIOR
Another name for NETTLE WARRIOR is SUMMER TOUGH GUY.
Basically, an asslt course rough enough to shake the nerves of
even the hardest PTI in the Corps. The organisers' concept is
simple to understand. Take around 4000 people, mostly services
pers, police, fire,
rugby clubs - not
the WI etc,
charge them each
£65 and make
them all sign a
death warrant
which states that
any injuries
incurred are the
fault of the
participant and
not the
organisers. With
that one little
piece of paper
signed, anyone
foolhardy enough
to have a go may
do so. The
The Bravo Troop hard-core enjoy some time in
course starts
the river
with around 8km
of hill repetitions
and cross-country running , sometimes through chest deep mud
(thick like molasses), sometimes through stinging nettles that are
also, chest deep.
This little warm up has the desired effect of spreading the
competitors across the Midlands countryside and also gets rid of
the first few hundred 'dirty drop outs' . After the gentle crosscountry was behind us, the main event was served up in the form
of one of the most incredible asslt courses on the planet. We've
all done 'A' frames in the Army but most of us have not wrestled
with complete strangers in our efforts to get over the thing.
This course had 6 or 7 of these contraptions in varying guises;
some were simply up and over, some led to 'death planks' which
were some 25ft over a lake and when you get to the end of the
plank you either jump (or are more likely pushed) or fall into the
lake. Once in the water you'd best swim for your life because you
know very well that the guy who just pushed you off is coming
down right behind you.
Occasionally we were told by the organisers: "Grab one of these
logs and take it with you" . The logs were not particularly heavy
but just made swimming a lap of a different lake that little bit
more difficult.

217 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM
22 Signal Regiment Lanyard Trophy Team

2Lt Peter Crawley, Sgt Suresh, LCpl 'Thorpy' Thorpe, Sigs
'Sully' Sullivan, 'Langers' Langley, 'Dee' Dilip, 'Danish'
Dhanesh, Sig Sagar, Sig Basanta and 'Billy' Elliott all started
the competition in high spirits, with the good morale lasting until
at least checkpoint 1.
SSgt Gaz Eastlake and Cpl Nicky Dodgson made up the silent
members of the team, providing admin sp throughout the day.
Thank you both very much for the hot drinks but let's clear this
one up, once and for all, you didn't work quite as hard as the rest
of us, Capeesh?
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Maj SJ Abram
W02(SSM) Abbott

The pace of life is really starting to take off now that the Sqn is
beginning to approach something near to 50% manning. The Ops
Room is practically full now that the Foreman, W02 (FofS} Dave
Cook has arrived. While his arrival may be beneficial in the long
run , for now the Tps are buckling under the Eqpt Care initiatives
that he is beginning to get ironed out. Alpha Tp have reverted to
'the way things ought to be' with the Tp OC, 2Lt Elliott Moore
having the time of his life in Nepal learning the language and
culture of his charges. SSgt Somras is keeping things ticking
over very nicely. Bravo (Radio) Tp continue to wonder if they will
ever receive any radios. Our 6 SCRA(f) dets are currently heavily
tasked and we await the arrival of more eqpt. Sig FiFi Woods is
currently off becoming a qualified swimming instructor. That'll be
handy in Stafford then.
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One section of the course required us to run for about 500m
through bales of burning hay. The heat was manageable but the
smoke had every single man, woman and granny in tears. Out of
the kindness of the organisers' hearts, the course required us to
do the burning bales twice.
The most memorable obstacle has to be the electric cobwebs.
Simply strands of electric fencing hanging from a pole right
across the course. You simply have to 'man up' and run through
them. The jolts feel like you're being hit by a cricket bat and often
throw you against another strand, which offers as little mercy as
the first. We were lucky enough to have to do this one twice.
The team from Bravo Tp came in after a good 3 hrs and were
awarded with the glorious medals shown in the picture. Cpl
Nicky Dodgson is thanked and hated in equal measure for
arranging such an excellent day out.
A message to SSM Abbott - all of the above is true of the winter
event except that the lakes have ice on them. There have still
been no volunteers!
222 SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj C Alexander
W02(SSM) Petts

Steady state is not a known pace at 22 Sig Regt. With 248 on
public duties, 222 have continued to pick up the ex bill, Ex
FALCON, IRON TRIANGLE, BEACONS DANCE and FUSION to
name but a few, with the odd Battle Camp mixed in for good
measure.
A few key personality changes include SSM(W02) Matt Petts
moving on to become an RSM for the TA in Bristol and the 21C,
Capt Lorna Giddings embracing 1 (UK) CIV DIV with all her dogs
in tow. Sgt Jakeman has left the MT to fend for itself while he
swans it recruiting in London. SSgt Bean and Cpl Dawn Bailey
have bugged out of the SQMS Dept now the going has got
tough; all will be missed briefly until they are replaced. SSgt
Lovick is clinging on to the Sqn despite all attempts to post him
to Digby.
EXERCISE ARRCADE FALCON GERMANY - by Sig A Sutton
"Yes! result! Exercise in Germany" was the general consensus, a
few weeks before our departure on Ex ARRCADE FALCON.
Unbeknown to the junior members of the Tp, was the 14 hr death
journey to get there, especially with a sleepy coach driver with a
liking for rumble strips.
We finally arrived at Elmpt Station at around 1900hrs only to start
following a magical car across the airfield to the far side, which
many people thought was just to show us where we would be
working. Alas no, this hanger would be our accn. Camp
cots all the way - but better than tents and safer than being
on Ops. After the obligatory pie and chips, some people
decided to explore the NAAFI, not fully realising the
distance.
The next day, the lessons began on Richelieu in earnest.
This is the newest comms system to be procured by 1 Sig
Bde. It consists of a Promina and a number of switches
and routers. This system is capable of delivering secure
VOiP phones and the ARRC Infra Clients across the ARRC
HQ.
We had an uphill struggle in terms of learning, as the eqpt
is mainly aimed at an IS Eng or SET level but we are very
short in these areas and are CS operators 'manned up' for
the task. The trg we received from 16 Sig Regt and 7 Sig
Regt was excellent, considering that they were learning it at
the same time.

LCpls 'JaJa ' Binks and Matty Stanyer, 2Lt Peter Crawley ,Sig 'Sully' Sullivan,
Cpl Nicky Dodgson, Sigs Kirsty Price and 'FiFi' Woods and LCpl 'Thorpy'
Thorpe
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We were well looked after by the SQMS of 230 Sig Sqn,
who spent a lot of his time telling other people we weren't
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TA. We all enjoyed the Bde smoker on the last Thursday of the
ex, and Cpl 'Bruce' Horosko is still dreaming about the scantily
clad ladies that were in the band.

248 GURKHA SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

The Bde Comd's Challenge gave us a welcome aside from
learning about comms and saw us team up with 35 Sig Regt and
some of ARRC Sp Bn to comj lete a number of fun and
challenging tasks, which ended in an 'It's a Kn0ckout' style relay
race. 7 Sig Regt won the event overall, but we ..vere 2nd - so
watch out next year!
Now we have smoked ourselves to death with cheap fags, we are
looking forward to returning to Germany to run the comms at the
CAOC and put into practice what we have learnt.

Maj KA Jeeves
W02(SSM) Surendra Gurung

30th SIGNAL REGIMENT

PUBLIC DUTY - QUEEN'S GUARD - by Sgt Pitamber
Normally, the Queen's Guard is provided by Guards Regiments
but because of the heavy commitments to ops, units from the
Corps have been tasked to provide the ceremonial guard to cover
the gap. Early this year, 22 Sig Regt was directed to provide the
Queen's Guard at Buckingham Palace, St. James' Palace, the
Tower of London and Windsor Castle. Three weeks of intensive
drill trg started from 23 July, with Welsh Guards drill instructors.

GAMECOCK BASED ELEMENT - by LCpl Connarty

EXERCISE ARRCADE FALCON UK - by Sig John Mudie
22 Sig Regt was tasked to deploy a trunk node to support
the biggest TA ex of the year; that node being Trunk Node
073 (ELITE). This was a good chance for some extra trg
and to see our TA friends in action. We sent an advance
party down the day before the main bulk of the trunk node
deployed, this was to help set up a tent city for all pers
deploying on the ex. The main move went smoothly, which
is always good news. On arrival at the location we were
sent to the far end of Kievel Airfield and immediately
jumped in to the MCCP. This also went smoothly even with
the shortened briefing and a very quick walk around the
area to have a quick look.

Final pax of the Regiment being lined up for Op HERRICK
deployment

We received orders from our fearless leader, Lt Charlie
Knott, who briefed the trunk node that we were off to
Stoke Hill Farm. There were mixed thoughts about this
248 Gurkha Signal Squadron mount the Queen 's Guard on the forecourt of
location because most of the relays could use the same
Buckingham Palace
earth spike holes from the last time we were there. As
always the Node Home added the luxury of a hard roof and the
On 12 August, the Sqn deployed to Cavalry Barracks, Hounslow
cook house next to the sleeps.
and the final rehearsals were carried out. Individual and squad
drill had come to the top by then and the Windsor Castle det was
We arrived in location just after last light and started to set up
prepared for the very first duty on 18 August, under the comd of
and engineer links. Most of the links came in ok but a few were
Capt Ratnabahadur Pun, Captain of the Guard.
starting to become a problem . However with a few hours waiting
for the 'other end' to get out of bed after a good night's sleep all
The Windsor Guard changes at 11 OOhrs every second day. The
the links came in just in time for the trunk node to pack up and
overall drill format is similar to the Queen's Guard with a few
move back to Kievel Airfield.
minor differences. For example, if the Queen is in residence the
guard change takes place in the quadrangle in front of Her
Once at the airfield we were lined up in packet formation and
Majesty's residence. At all other times, the change is performed in
briefed that we were off to the 'sunny' Brecon Beacons
front of the Guardroom. As in the Queen 's Guard, the Windsor
{Sennybridge). We were issued the route card and prepared for
Guard is changed every 2 hours by the relief NCOs.
the off. This would end up being a night move. No small feat
given that there were 10 Trunk Nodes plus other hangers-on to
The Sqn's first Queen's Guard was mounted on 23 August under
shift.
the command of Maj KA Jeeves, Captain of the Guard. It was a
great honour for all of us to enter the forecourt of Buckingham
Six and a half hours later we arrived at Sennybridge camp and
Palace with the sounds of a military band, while some 50 plus
rolled straight back out again to a hide location where we all
families and children of Sqn members along with thousands of
received a good night's sleep. After a 'well planned' pyro demo
tourists and spectators who watched us take on our new role.
we were off out again, this time to Farm 6. This was good for the
trunk node because none of the lads had been there before and
After the first guard, everyone seemed to be even more confident
we had to make our own earth spike holes.
on the drill and format of the parade, so the Sqn 21C came up
with
an idea to reshuffle the dets, in order to give everyone the
Once again most of the links dropped in beautifully though a few
opportunity to perform the duties in higher profile places.
were a pain the neck. The relays were on top of a hill 257m away
from the switch. I know this because, much to her dismay, Sig
Ann Wardlaw took out my 250m quad instead of the 500m. We
only spent one night there and Endex was called that little bit
early for 22 Sig Regt {there is a God!) The links were taken over
by 35 (V) Sig Regt. After the links had been passed over, the
relays met up with the rest of the trunk node in the hide location
and deployed back to Stafford.
Just after leaving the trg area at the bottom of the hill, we were
met by a very messy Sig Jackson standing next to his broken
down PV and then later on our way through Wales we were then
met by an ex-relay turned slop jockey, LCpl Andy Duncan,
looking 'very pleased' with his truck. Once free of Wales, there
were no more breakdowns and I am happy to report that all
trucks got back to camp safely.

The main ceremonial duty carried out by the Sqn at the Tower of
London was the Ceremony of the Keys. After 700 years of
practice, the ceremony is well worked out and it didn't take us
long to go along with it. There are often many visitors to the
Tower to see this ceremony. The guard marches within touching
distance of the spectators on this duty, so the pressure is
certainly high for the first few runs.
Our final duty will be to dismount the guard on 13 October. It has
been a great pleasure for us to take part in such public duties as
guarding the Queen at Buckingham Palace and also the Crown
Jewels at the Tower of London.
We are all very proud to have done so well, especially in front of
so many spectators all of the time.

half an inch of sand accumulating on our PCs everyday ...
The general tempo of the NETCEN is good, and while the working
days can be long, they are easily broken up with PT by the gym
gods, half hours in our very own British Coffee House provided
by the EFI and any excuse to force an unlucky soul to get the
doughnuts in .. . Other light hearted attempts to keep morale up
have included a farcical and ultimately embarrassing moustache
growing competition and the purchase of a miniature remote
control aeroplane ... which COS JFCIS, Maj Kennedy promptly
lodged 30ft up in the air conditioning duct.
The RSM, W01 Brett, in conjunction with Sgt Mechen, has
established a trg programme giving us the chance to keep up to
date on the ranges, on top of our military skills. The RAF have
kindly organised trips down to the flight line, enabling us to get a
closer look at Harrier,
UAV and Apache. In
parallel, members of Jt
NETCEN are getting
out on the ground to
visit all the locations in
Theatre where
members of the Regtl
Grouping are based
(The Capt Jim Ross
Good Food Guide to
Op HERRICK is on the
way!) Cpls Nabin and
Hasta (2 Sig Regt) are
working hard in the
Co-ord cell, although
recently maybe more
time has been spent
outside, chatting, as
other Ghurkha units
flood into theatre. The
Chuff Chart says we
Morale on tour: W02(YofS) Watts and Cpl are nearly 30% of the
Nabin
way through our tour.

With the deployment on Op Herrick, what is left of Sp Sqn has
been renamed the Gamecock Based Element (GBE). The GBE
formed with a parade taken by the OC, Maj Miles Webb who is
not only the QC GBE but also QM(A). Maj Webb joins the Regt
on posting from 1 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (215). The GBE
continues with the sp of all aspects of the Regt, including the
support of 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn in its JTFHQ role. In particular,
with the upcoming ECI, the Tech Workshops, LAD and MT are all
extremely busy. The Welfare Office, under the guidance of the
Sqn 21C/Welfare Officer, Capt Si McGaw and Welfare SNCO,
SSgt Jackie Simpson, have been busy arranging numerous
BBQs, Sunday lunches and shopping trips for the families left
behind. On a sporting front, Sgt Col Bentley continues to excel
at the clay pigeon shooting followed by LCpl BurnhamPackham, who has just returned from shooting in Canada. There
have been numerous additions to the Sqn including SSgt Stef
Crouchman who has joined us from 216 Sig Sqn as the new SSI
in the Trg Wing, LCpls Cronnie, Sanders and Yabbacome and
Sig Awuson-David who joined TM Tp and Pte Ord who joins the
Regtl Admin Office. Welcome to the GBE. We have said farewell
to SSgt Rory O'Neil who leaves the Trg Wing for 1 Armd Div HQ
& Sig Regt and Cpl Stacy Fayers who leaves the QM Dept
....-------------------~--------,
for 14 Sig Regt. Good luck to you both in your new posts.
JOINT NETCEN
An enlarged Regtl Ops Team of 6 Officers, 5 WOs, 2 SNCOs
and 2 JNCOs deployed from the Regt in early August to
Kandahar International Airfield, 4 miles south of Kandahar
City, in order to provide the Joint NETCEN (Jt NETCEN).
Shortly after arriving, it became apparent that the elements
in Camp Bastion needed some help to manage classified
materials. With this in mind, Cpl Durkin repacked her bags
and flew down to Helmand on loan. This move was not
entirely in one direction as within the same week, Sgt
Craven has come the other way to join us. To complete the
'Joint Forces' makeup of the team , 2 RAF Flt Lts had joined
and the local Sig Sqn is provided by the RAF TCW.
Additionally we benefit from a number of augmentees, largely
provided by 14 Sig Regt but also including 22 Sig Regt, 23
Pioneer Regt, and the TA.
The past 2 months have been busy getting to grips with the
mission, and managing new projects. We have already formed a
'close' bond with the RAF TCW by asking them to reorganise our
work space for what is apparently the 4th time in 2 years. They
worked overnight to transform and combine the JFCIS an~ Jt.
NETCEN work spaces into a veritable open plan, feng shu1 office.
Now if we can only get the AC to work and find a way to stop

Joint NETCEN and JFCIS outside Kandhar International Airport
EXERCISE KHUKURI ESCAPE DRAGON 2007
- by Sig Santa Gun.mg
All work and no play makes Jack a dull boy so we held Ex
KHUKURI ESCAPE DRAGON, a Sqn level AT ex, held at Capel
Curig in Wales from 18 - 24 August 2007. While the mass of 250
Gurkha Sig Sqn were away on Ex SUMAN PROTECTOR 2007,
approximately 60 pers from the Sqn deployed on AT, with the aim
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to develop leadership and other qualities required by a soldier on
ops and also to be away from the daily chores of hangar life!
Mountaineering, Gorge Challenge, Tree Top adventure and
Cycling along an arduous route were the major events of this ex.
We were divided into varicus groups executing each event in turn ,
on a round-robin basis. Mountaineering was done at Mt
Snowdon, the highest peak in Wales. Comprising a rocky
topography, it proved to be an extremely challenging experience
to reach the top. Mountain biking took place on an arduous route
used by professional cyclists and the route was dangerous and
extremely difficult - testified by those returning with injuries.
Walking along the Gorge, carefully moving through the slippery
and sharp rocks brought different thrills and excitement. Tree Top
adventure was somewhat frightening but nevertheless, an
awesome experience. Advancing through obstacles, swinging
from one end to another and jumping from 30m with a single rope
attached to our back.

The exercising pers and EXCON were sheltered in the Bellerby
Bivouac next to range 6F (Deer Park). where all the theoretical
lessons were conducted. Determined and dedicated to inspire us
to work harder, the Ex Director arrived at 0400hrs on 2 July from
his commitment with the Falkland Commemorative Campaign in
London and made an opening address followed by a lesson on
Junior Comds' Leadership Development. Senior members of the
Tp - Sgts Born and Laxman, Cpls Ramesh, Dipak and
Jagadish were employed as OS to deliver lessons and supervise
field performances. Nineteen members from the Tp participated .

On the 2nd day, they were taken out in the field to execute the
skills learned in the classroom. The young soldiers were given
comd appointments to lead their 4-man patrols, or in some cases
a sect. In order to prepare the Tp for a Navex in an arduous
environment in late October, night navigation activity, designed by
Sgt Born, conducted in pairs, started at 2300hrs. It was indeed
another remarkably challenging event for the troops , who
demonstrated a high standard of navigational skills. The next 2
days saw the actual ex play. Orders were given by the Pl Comd,
Sgt Born, to occupy and secure a future JTFHQ site. Sects were
dropped off at DOP with full CEMO. The lead sect navigated the
whole Pl to the new site. After it was secured and clearance
patrols done, the sect comds were called on for patrol orders to
execute various tasks to defend and sustain the future HQ site.

The Joint Task Force Headquarters (JTFHQ) is the deployable HQ
of Comd of Joint Force Operations (CJFO) and his Joint Force
HQ (JFHQ). ao Sig Regt supports the JTFHQ with a close sp sig
sqn, a task which has in the past been rotated around the sqns of
the Regt. 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn is the current Close Sp Sig Sqn,
providing Comd Sp to CJFO and his staff when deployed.

After all tasks were executed, a final order for the dawn attack
was given to all sect comds. Reveille was at 0200hrs on
Thursday and H-hour was at 0420hrs. The pl advanced to the
FRV, carrying out all the relevant drills and waited for H-hour to
spring the attack. Slap bang at 0420hrs, the supporting fire sect
opened fire. The asslt sect took the left flanking route to secure
the enemy position. Just before the asslt section's reorg, a depth
enemy position was spotted. The reserve sect then took the
lead, while the previous asslt sect gave the supporting fire.
Smoke screens were used while mini-flares were shot to give a
better view.

Notwithstanding our demanding role, the idea to host a trg ex for
Whiskey Tp to practise and improve basic combat skills was
envisioned and perceived by OC Whiskey Tp, Lt Surje, which led
to the birth of Ex WHISKEY KHUKURI CHARGE, a tp level mil
skills trg ex, held at the Catterick Training Area (CTA) over the
period 1 - 5 July 07.

The aggression, the speed and adrenaline rush were there in the
troops. Eventually, the depth position was taken and a final reorg
was done. The pl then dashed back to FRV to retrieve their
bergens and marched their way back, 4kms in the best possible
speed. Upon reaching the pick up point, ENDEX was called and
they were debriefed on their performances.

The post op reports from Iraq and Afghanistan directed a strong
emphasis on the need to train soldiers of other Arms and
Services on low level tactics, which are vital requirements for
survivability and op effectiveness. The ex was a dry trg ex,
designed and coordinated by Cpl Dipak Gurung. The aim was to
practise the following: Clearance Patrol in rural area; Quick
Reaction Force in urban area; Anti-ambush drills; Fire Team and
Sect Attacks by day; Individual Fire and Movement by day
followed by Fire Team Assessment; Night Navex and Battlefield
Casualty Drills and finally a Pl Attack followed by a Forced March

The Dawn Attack was the ultimate test, marking the end of the
ex. After a presentation to the winning pair of the night
navigation competition, Cpl Samir and Sig Morgan, the Ex
Director gave his closing address, thanking all DS for a splendid
performance and in particular the soldiers for a first class effort.
In general, the idea behind the ex was to lay down the stepping
stone for Whiskey Tp in the field of basic combat skills trg to
meet some of the trg objectives pinpointed by QC Sqn . OC
Whiskey Tp was extremely satisfied with the outcome of the ex.
The Tp had achieved its aim. Jai 250 GSS.
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Lt Col SL Streete MBE TD
W01 (RSM) M Concepcion

31 Sig Regt continues to offer its soldiers and officers as much as
possible in terms of challenging trg and rewarding events. There
isn't room in this edition to list everything that each Sqn has got
up to in the last 2 months but there should be sufficient to give
you a flavour of where the Regt is today.

Whiskey Troop led by Lt Surje Gurung pose for photo prior
to starting their exercise

EXERCISE WHISKEY KHUKURI CHARGE 2007
- by Cpl Dipak Gun.mg

co

With summer a distant memory and autumn days now upon us,
the Regt has continued with a wide variety of trg days, social
functions and other key events making this the premiere Royal
Signals TA Regt. From high altitude trekking in India to an InterMess cricket match in Eastbourne, from dining with 2 (NC) Sig
Bde's top brass to dining out our long standing civilian clerk in
the local pub on her retirement, and from a golf competition
between serving and retired members to a fast paced mil skills
lnter-Sqn competition, this is where it's all at!

On Thursday evening, a BBQ party was organised , where
Capt(QGO) Nirrnal Gurung, 21C 250 Gurkha Sig Sqn gave a
speech expressing his thanks to the organising Tp for a
marvellous AT ex and presented a Sqn memento to the Camp
Commandant for his superb service and sp. The real hero of the
ex was Sgt Manbahadur Thada of X-Ray Tp, who managed,
supervised and organised the whole ex. The events were superb,
the whole management and organisation were completely out of
this world and most importantly all goals were achieved.

Sig Ghan climbing Mt Snowdon

31st (CITY OF LONDON) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
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We start by thanking an officer who has served the Corps for a
more than full career and then continued by accepting the
position of Hon Col 31 Sig Regt. Maj Gen John Stokoe CB CBE
performed his last Regtl act on Saturday 8 September, by
presenting the Duchess of Gloucester Cup to the winners of our
annual lnter-Sqn Competition. 5 (QOOH) Sig Sqn have written an
article on this event, but the Regt would like to publicly thank Maj
Gen Stokoe for his commitment and belief in the Regt and the
endless support, both from behind the scenes and at Regt
events. At his formal dining out of the Officers' Mess on Friday
12 October at RHO, which he attended with his wife Jenny, he
very kindly presented the Regt with a silver trophy to be awarded
to the soldier who has demonstrated the best leadership - a
fitting gift from one of the Corps' best leaders and commanders
of men.

ASSOCIATION AND REGIMENTAL GOLF DAY - SATURDAY 18
AUGUST
With the Inter-Mess cricket planned for a Sunday in August, it
was decided to make it a sporting weekend by adding a golf
competition on the Saturday. In order to promote our Regtl and
Sqn Associations and encourage greater integration between
them and the serving members, the idea of an annual Regt and
Association Golf Competition was dreamed up. With 4 teams,
one from the Associations, a TA team, an NAPS team and one
made up of Regular pers, the battle lines formed up (after bacon
butties of course). Organised by W02 Alex 'GOG' Wilkie and
SSgt Willie Loch, the day was a great success, even if it was the
longest game of golf in the world ... ever. It was only 18 holes,
but it took about 6 hrs! By the time we made it back to Coulsdon
TA Centre for a buffet by the Master Chef and a welcoming open
bar, the night was drawing in. Congratulations to the NAPS team
who won the cup in the first year of this competition - who says
that all the NAPS do is play golf?
CO'S COMMAND TEAM TRAINING DAY

The Ops Maj and RAO in the trees during the Go Ape Command
Team training
The CO recently decided that it was time to get the RHO Comd
Team outdoors to dust off the cobwebs in the fresh air. When
she told us to "Go Ape", we weren't quite sure how to reply but
on Friday 5 October, passers-by in Alice Holt Woodland Park in
Farnham, Surrey saw the CO, Ops Maj, Adjt, RAO, RSM and
ROMS all flying through the trees on giant rope swings and
never-ending death slides. 'Go Ape' , a commercial high
wire/confidence course business, was the site of our day's
activities. With the odd individual slightly apprehensive of
heights, the team worked its way around an absolutely amazing
course designed to bring out the school kid in each of us (less
one who was more concerned with making it home alive and in
one piece!) The weather was perfect and the views from the
forest canopy brilliant. All had a thoroughly enjoyable but
definitely challenging day, rounded off with a perfect pub lunch thank you Colonel! Oh, and yes the RAO did get home eventually
with his feet firmly rooted on the ground but respect for making it
all the way round!

Maj Gen J O Stokoe CB CBE presenting the Leadership Cup as
his leaving gift to Lt Col Sarah Streete MBE TD on the occasion
of his dining out as Honorary Colonel
The Regt also said farewell to June, our civilian Admin Assistant
at RHO, who has put up with the Regt hierarchy for several years
now and moves on to a life of sun, sea and sangria in Lanzarote.
We are missing her already and all wish her the best of luck for
her future.
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LS&GC PRESENTATIONS
In October the Regt saw 2 LS&GC medals being awarded. The
first was to SSgt 'Basically' McMullen and was well overdue.
Fortunately, the Bde Comd was at hand whilst visiting 41 (PLK)
Sig Sqn and kindly did the honour. Whether SSgt Mac ever
made it to the bottom of his pint glass to retrieve his medal is
only known to those diehards that celebrated with him in
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traditional style into the early hours. The other LS&GC was
presented by the CO, Lt Col Streete M BE TD , and was a very
special occasion. W02 Jim Paine, an ex-Regular and TA soldier,
who is unfortunately of very poor health, was re-awarded his
LS&GC after the Army Medals Office rightly decided that he had
earned his medal back. The Gu visited W02 Paine at his home
in Ramsgate where in the presence of his wife, Viv, the SQMS
and t he SPSI of 56 'Sig Sqn, he was presented with his long lost
friend. The smile in the photo says it all.

maint weekend. This is the bi-annual clear up time, involving
clearing out the garages to make space for the new eqpt. There
was some amusement among the junior soldiers as pamphlets
and maps dating from the 1950s were pulled out of draws in the
MT store. We also saw the introduction of the new gate guard,
which represents the historic role the Sqn used to play. Capt
Alex Orr, along with a few recruits placed the 25 pounder
howitzer by the front entrance - moving tons of soil in the
process. A good talking point for all those that now visit us.
REGIMENTAL DUCHESS OF GLOUCESTER CUP - THE DoG
CUP
It had been a priority of Maj Murison to win the competition and
with no amount of pressure the team that consisted of Capt
Cornick, SSgt Allan, SSgt Goodwin, LCpl O'Sullivan, LCpl
Godwin and Sig Burgess took on t he challenge.
The competition involved a number of stands t hroughout the day
with the culmination of the Ops Maj's Challenge. The stands
started off well with CBRN and then onto the blindfolded asslt
course, which was lead by SSgt Allan . With his cool calm
approach and clear instruction, he guided the team through the
obstacles bringing the team home in a time not to be beaten.
The rest of the day saw every member of the team lead a stand
and with the added assistance of SSgt Goodwin's infectious
laugh, our morale remained high.

W02 Jim Paine and his wife Viv, having just been re-awarded his
LS&GC by the CO

DRIVER TRA INING WEEKEND
The end of September saw the Sqn provided with much required
driver trg. The usual variety of activities took place, from
classroom theory to the practical sessions of driver checks, hand
manoeuvres, cross-country driving and day and night driving. It
was most moving for Sig Neubauer who said, "I passed my
basic driving test 3 months prior to attending the course so I
found the driving challenging but as soon as I got over the fear
factor it was exhilarating and really enjoyable. We had a lot of fun
with the instructors during the cross-country and night drive and I
gained many new skills. I would definitely recommend driver trg
to all soldiers". Not forgetting the instructor from 71 Sig Regt,
who we must mention as he managed to bog in his Land Rover
when doing his recce - call in the LAD. Well it did get the
recovery lesson out of the way!
Whilst the rest of the Sqn were doing driver trg, Lt Gleave and
SSgt Allan were giving the recruits their first experience in the
field. This went down well in particular with 2 new recruits - a bit
young perhaps but they were the CO's niece and nephew so who
are we to argue!
SUMMER PARTY
As the summer drew to an end the Sqn held its traditional
Summer Party, ably organised by Capt Orr and Cpl Green . With
so many new members in the Sqn, it was a good opportunity for
all ranks to dress up a bit and have some fun. In addition, setting
a new tradition, there was the 'awards ceremony'. The winners
were: Most Improved Sqn Member for fitness - Sig Salmon,

Before moving on to the Sqn's articles, the Regt would like to
pass on its best to W02 Paine and fam ily and SSgt Willie Loch
and family as they go through some very trying and difficult times
in their lives - our thoughts and prayers are with you.

presented by SSgt Welsh, and the Best Sqn Shot - Sig Borton.
Finally, quick congratulations to Sig Hitchins who passed her
Army Officer Selection Board and is due to start at the Royal
Military Academy Sandhurst as a Regular OCdt in January 08.

56 SIG NAL SQUADRON
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Capt I Holland
W02S Hall

OFFICERS v WARRA NT OFFICERS AND SERGEANTS
CRICKET
The Regtl Officers' mess versus Sgts' and WOs' mess cricket
match is always a keenly contested match. This year was no
different with it being held in Eastbourne. Under the CO's
guidance the Officers' Mess ran out winners after putting the
Sgts' mess in to bat first. The 'Seniors' reached a total of 123 all
out in their 20 overs, with great innings by Sgt Paul Hawes (30
runs) and the RSM, W01 Mick Concepcion (28 runs). The CO,
herself a member of the MCC and ex-Sussex county ladies
player, led the batting with the Adjt, Capt Jez Wadia. Both were
reaching their 30s before the CO was caught superbly by SSgt
Baz Roberts and the Adjt retired on 30 runs to allow someone
else a chance to bat. A fly past by the Red Arrows and various
other RAF aircraft as part of the International Airshow, also on
that weekend, added to the great afternoon. Tea and Pimms, and
then a BBQ back at the TA centre meant a fun day was had by all
and their families and a big thanks must go to the Master Chef,
W02 Howells and his team for some excellent supplies
throughout the day.
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Lt Col WEH Adsett
W01 (RSM) P Haughton

OFFICERS' MESS SUMMER DINNER NIGHT
In lieu of an Officers' Mess Summer Ball this year and with the
Mess funds looking healthy, the Officers decided to put on a
summer dinner night in central London at the end of August.
Very kindly the Adjt, Capt Jez Wadia, took on the responsibility
for organising the function. Most of us met at Henry's Cafe Bar in
Covent Garden but on arrival some of the older members of the
mess were put off by the "loud racket" playing inside (that would
be the usual bar music, sir!}. The Regt's Officers and their
partners then had to resort to enjoying their drinks on the
pavement outside with a security guard (who would have given
any SSM a run for his money) keeping us in line. After settling
the bar bill and leaving it as close to our restaurant booking time
as possible, we moved onto the very enjoyable Sarastro
restaurant a short walk away. Most of us were quite surprised
when we walked into a room that appeared to be a cross
between an explosion of a dressing up box and a medieval street
scene - although the restaurant prefers to describe itself as
"flamboyant". We all had an excellent Turkish/Mediterranean
inspired meal, soaked up with appropriately liberal quantities of
wine. After dinner there was just time to catch last orders in a
nearby pub before catching the last train home. A simple but
effective way of getting the Officers out socialising and spending
more of our funds!

5 (QU EEN'S OWN OXFORDSHIRE HUSSARS) SIGNAL
SQUADRON
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Maj CL Murison
W02(SSM) M Taylor

Whilst August is a traditionally quiet period, this does allow for
idle hands to get up to mischief. This took the shape of a Sqn

42 (CITY OF MANCHESTER) SIGNAL
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Maj AJ Quinn
W02 K Westall

SQUADRON COMMANDER TIES THE KNOT

The winning team on their way to victory
By th~ late afternoon the team was feeling the demands but it
was time for the Ops Maj 's challenge, which involved taking down
a 12m mast, runn ing around the camp twice with the mast kit
complete, including a rather nasty hill , and then putting the mast
back up again. The team got off to a flying start and was on the
course before the other teams. With a steady run and LCpl
O'Sullivan's ability to carry the mast box almost the entire
distance, the team came home well ahead of the field and the
mast was put up to a roar from the on looking crowd .
It goes witho~t saying that the OC was beaming from ear to ear
and most delighted when Sig Burgess collected the DoG cup
from the Hon Col, Maj Gen Stokoe.

The social event of the year, as far as 42 Sig Sqn
M was concerned, was the wedding of the Sqn
Comd, Maj Andy Quinn . His marriage to Miss
Katy Parker took place at St Peter's Church in
Newton Le Willows on the 6th of July and a Guard
of Honour was provided by soldiers from the Sqn.
It was a grand affair, with a beautiful bride and the
groom resplendent in his best blues. The
reception, held in Walton Hall near Warrington,
was an outstanding and memorable event and
Andy proved to be the star of the show by putting
the best man on his mettle and giving a hilarious
knock about groom's speech, liberally flavoured
with his own unique brand of humour. The lucky
couple then departed for a fortnight's honeymoon
in the Maldives to provide the perfect setting for
Andy to finalise the Sqn trg programme and catch
up on his CR writing.
OFFA'S DYKE CHARITY WALK, 8 - 17 AUGUST
Seven members of the Sqn took part in the Sqn's annual coastto-coast charity walk in August to raise money for the Army
Benevolent Fund. This year the chosen route was to follow the
Offa's Dyke Path National Trail, which weaves its way in and out
along England/Wales border for more than 177 miles of varied,

Andy and Katy with their Guard of Honour
unspoilt terrain, from the picturesque settings of the Wye Valley t
the more rugged uplands of the Black Mountains. The trail
stretches from Treuddyn in North East Wales to Sad bury Cliffs on
the Severn Estuary near Chepstow. The brain child of the PSAO.
Capt Gerry Whelan, this was to be the 5th coast-to-coast walk
carried out by the Sqn in so many years. Previous walks
traversed the route made famous by Wainright the celebrated
walker and author, from St Bee's Head in Cumberland to Robin
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Hood's Bay in North Yorkshire with the exception of last year
when Hadrian's Wall was the preferred route.
Walking North to South along the Welsh border was a walk with a
difference but it proved to be a challenging and gruelling
undertaking for those taking part. Although Offa's Dyke was a
huge and impressive earthwork bank in its day, built by the
Mercian King Offa in the year 796 to mark his territory and keep
out the Welsh . nme has taken its toll with s.:.•me areas ploughed
up for agriculture or simply eroded so that little of the original
construction is left.

2100hrs. The crossing was uneventful, with people careful not to
overindulge in the bar (full bladder on coach = no fun).

Association presented the Sqn with a shield to be presented
annually to the best young soldier.

Finally, the Sqn was pleased to receive a visit from the CO during
a drill night on 2 October. After a brief by the OC Sqn to update
the CO on the current state of affairs in the Sqn, the CO
inspected all depts and finished off with the usual curry supper in
the JRC bar. The CO used the occasion to promote 2Lt Hazel
Ashton to Lt, which ensured there was plenty of free beer to
wash down the curry. No one was quite sure whether the smile
on the face of the OC as he escorted the CO to the door was due
to a good result on the inspection or the fact that Hazel's
promotion had meant that he did not have to get a round 1n.

A busy week kicked off with a briefing by Comd 1 Sig Bde, Brig
Pope, in the camp's Globe Theatre and ended with the Bde
Comd's competition . In between, there were demos of the eqpt
in use by 7 and 16 Sig Regt, an ARRC Sp Bn mil skills day, and
of course the obligatory smoker in 16 Sig Regt's Wall and Willow
bar.

The walk was organised and led by the expert and reassuring
figure of Capt Glen Martin who ensured that the party stayed on
route and did not add any unwanted mileage to the journey. On
the final leg from Monmouth to Chepstow, the party was joined
by the CO and RSM and rejoined by the PSAO, who had suffered
a fall earlier in the walk, to complete the last 24 mile leg to the
finish monument on top of the cliffs at Sedbury. Glen had
arranged for a camp site in a park in the centre of Cardiff for the
end location which proved to be handy for the pubs and the
Chinese Restaurant which was the venue for the end of walk
meal.
It is hoped to donate £2000 to the ABF when all the sponsor
money is gathered in, which will mean that approximately
£12,000 has been raised by sponsored donations to the walkers
over the course of the coast-to-coast walks.
ANNUAL CAMP - ARRCADE FALCON 1 - 16 SEPTEMBER 07
Annual Camp this year was a camp with a difference. Taking
place initially in the UK before moving to Germany, the fortnight
was split into two distinct phases. Phase 1 was a comms ex
taking place in and around the Wiltshire and South Wales region
while Phase 2 involved a move by coach and ferry to Elmpt
Station on the Dutch/German border where the Regt was hosted
by 7 and 16 Sig Regts.
42 Sig Sqn deployed on the first day of camp to Altcar Trg Area,
to take part in a 42 (NW) Bde demo of army assets to potential
TA Officers. Following this, the Sqn recovered to the TA Centre in
Manchester to spend the night and then deployed to Keevil
Airfield near Trowbridge in Wiltshire in the morning to join the
remainder of the Regt who were co-located with 34 and 35 Sig
Regts.
After a slow-time PACEX, the Sqn's Trunk Node 31 deployed to
RAF Lyneham on Tuesday and joined the OSC and RCP that
evening. During this period Sig Mike Welch managed to make a
name for himself by stopping every veh on camp that passed his
guard post, including the one belonging to the Camp's Deputy
Commandant. Wednesday 5 Sep was also spent at Lyneham.
The Node then moved to Sennybridge trg area on Thursday,
losing several vehs en route to mechanical failure. Eventually,
thanks to the REME, all made it to Sennybridge for the rolling
replenishment and were ushered into the Regtl holding area.
Recces were conducted on Friday morning and by the afternoon
the Node was settling into its final location, a picturesque farm in
the Welsh hills. During this phase the enemy were out on the
ground and the Node was forced to repel ground attacks. The
enemy had remarked, after the fighting phase, that Trunk Node
031 was the most difficult to infiltrate and attack successfully,
which was some small comfort for a sleepless night spent staring
at shadows.
On Saturday morning the Regt moved out of Sennybridge to
Swynnerton Camp to conduct a post ex turnaround, which
culminated in the evening with a Regtl Smoker. Bright and early
next morning Padre Mike Newman led a church service, which
was followed by a Regtl photograph.
From Swynnerton, the Regt recovered back to the TA Centres to
park up the green fleet and prepare to deploy to Germany on
Phase 2. After a long coach trip to Dover to rejoin the other
Sqns, the ferry for Calais was boarded and eventually sailed at
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42 SIGNAL REGIMENT OFFICERS CLUB
As we go to print the Sqn is getting ready for the 40th
Anniversary Dinner of the 42 Signal Regiment Officers Club being
held in the Drill Hall at Norman Road on Saturday 13 October,
where the guests of honour will be Bill Adsett, CO of 33 Sig
Regt, and his wife Janet, 71 members of the club and their wives
will join them for a formal dinner where music will be played by
the band from 103 RA.

Lt Hazel Ashton briefs members of Trunk Node 31 at RAF
Swynerton while SSgt Ken Bryann looks on
At the end of the week a tired but better informed Sqn boarded
the coaches bound for Calais to catch the night ferry to Dover.
Once back in Manchester, and after the OC Sqn's debrief, Endex
was called and the Sqn was released back to the bosom of their
welcoming families.
AWARD OF THE PINGAT JASA MALAYSIA MEDAL
The Sqn was proud to host the award of the Pingat Jasa
Malaysia Medal recently to veterans of the war against
communists, fought in the jungles of Malaya in the 50s and 60s.
Many thousands of British National Service men gave their lives
in this forgotten campaign which was the only successful antiinsurgent campaign waged against communist forces and which
was responsible for Malaya being the free country that it is today.
Many years have gone by since they fought for the freedom of a
country thousands of miles from home. They were soldiers, called
upon to show great courage, often in jungle conflict. Now their
bravery was being officially rewarded by the country whose
democracy they battled to save. Sadness for lost comrades
mingled with pride however for the 165 veterans of the Malayan,
Brunei and Borneo emergencies who gathered at Norman Road
in Rusholme to be presented with their medals. The Malayan
Emergency and the Indonesia-Malaysia conflict saw around
35,000 British troops and RAF pers posted to south-east Asia
between 1957 and 1966. They secured the continuing
independence of Malaysia and later became embroiled in a
conflict over the future of the island of Borneo between Britishbacked Malaysia and Indonesia.

Sig Mike Welch is presented with The Best Young Soldier Shield
with the Sqn OC and SSM in support
OPERATIONS
The Regt is attaching a number of soldiers to 16 Sig Regt for a 12
month tour in Afghanistan on Op HERRICK at the end of October.
Several members of 42 Sqn have volunteered and are included.
These are: the SSM , W02 Kevin Westall , Sgt Sue Heaps, Sgt
Hazel Trotman, Cpl Martyn Porter and Sig Welch.
Currently the Sqn has 2 soldiers serving on
ops. Sgt Alwyn Murray is undertaking his
6th tour on ops, which must be a record
for a TA soldier. He has completed tours
on Op OCULAS in Kosovo and Banja Luka
and also served on Op TELIC and
HERRICK in Iraq and Afghanistan. Whilst
serving in Kosovo, he used his spare time
to run a charity for a local orphanage and
has raised money to supply them with
clothes and toys.
LCpl Pete Walsh is just completing a 12
month tour in Afghanistan, where he is
serving at Kandahar airfield on attachment
to the Medical Corps ..
Naturally they are both wished an
enjoyable, rewarding and above all safe
time during their tour by all members of
the Sqn.

After decades of campaigning by the National Malaysia and
Borneo Veterans' Association, Malaysia finally decided in 2004 to
award British service pers with the Pingat Jasa medal in
recognition of their 'distinguished chivalry, gallantry, sacrifice and
loyalty'.
John Simcock, president of the Manchester branch of the
veterans ' association, said : "It is has taken a long time to secure
this medal for the veterans. During those particular conflicts which in many ways were the forerunner of today's war on terror we helped secure the ongoing independence of a Muslim
country." Mr Simcock also paid tribute to the Sqn for hosting the
event during which the veterans received their medals from
Malaysian Defence Attache, Col Tajri Alwi.
After the event Mr Gordon Smith , the President of the
Manchester Branch of the Malay and Borneo Veterans'
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The Officers Club was founded on the closure of the Regt in 1967
during the TA defence cuts when the TA was renamed the
Territorial and Army Volunteer Reserve (TAVR). 42 Sig Regt shrunk
by about 75% from Regtl to Sqn strength and was re-named 42
Sig Sqn M and became part of the newly formed 33 Sig Regt MFormer officers of 42 and 33 Sig Regt's keep in touch socially
and continue friendships formed during their service through
membership of the club and its purpose is to facilitate continued
friendship of former officers of 42 and 33 Sig Regt and to assist
42 Sig Sqn and 33 Sig Regt in any way possible The club has
approximately 80 members and the membership fee of 2 Guineas
has been unchanged since the formation of the club in 1967.

Sgt Murray second from right on the back row with members of his Sqn and some of the
children they support

34th (NORTHERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col DE Sixsmit h TD
W01 (RSM) Legg

HQ SQUADRON

oc

SSM
The last few months have been remarkably busy with the Regt
preparing for and deploying on its 2 week annual camp - Ex
ARRCADE FALCON. This year it centred around the forming of 12
Sig Gp for the first time 33, 34 and 35 Sig Regts exercised
complete with elements of 60and 94 Sig Sqns with 21 and 22 Sig
Regts assisting. Thank you to 1 Sig Bde and 7 Sig Regt for their
kind hospitality throughout.
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Maj Steve Wayman
W02(SSM) Heather Taylor

It has been an exceptionally busy period for HQ Sqn. The main
event in the last 3 months has been annual camp. Prior to the
Sqn initially deploying down south to Keevil Airfield, to shake out
and form three Regts into one (Paul Daniels they cried), HQ Sqn
suffered its first casualty. Sgt Bob Silk slipped and hurt his back.
Rumour has it that it was while he was looking for his marbles on

497

the back of the SQMS's truck. Bob bravely battled on through
the ex. If this had been an American deployment, he surely would
have won a Purple Heart. The journey down was an achievement
in itself. Everybody made it with no RTAs, breakdowns or minor
mishaps. The rest of the ex went quite smoothly. The Sqn split
into 2 entities. TM Tp, MT ar d QM deployed to Ech (twinned with
Costa del Sol) and the remainder under the guidance of
W01(RSM) Steve Legg and SSgt Mark Brooksbank (SPSI HQ
Sqn) provided all Ech elements for RCP. The boys at RCP worked
themselves into the ground. If it was not Guard/ORF (2 hrs on 2
hrs off), Pan Bash, patrolling or ensuring generators stayed on
line, they found a few hours to fit some sleep in! SSgt Kev
Patterson, Sgt Bob Silk, Cpl Joe Boyes and finally LCpl Jim
Hawkins won the "working for less than minimum pay per hour
award" and consolation awards should have gone to SSgt
Brooksbank for "most improved pan bash" and to W01 (RSM)
Steve Legg for "best 12 x 12 folder''.
The return journey was probably the most eventful. SSgt Cath
Sproat was involved in an RTA; while parked up, in a service
station, still in packet order and drinking her coffee! Cath we
don't know how you do it mate!
There have also been lots of comings and goings. First a fond
farewell to 2 popular Sqn members: Sgt Del Trotter was the PSI
ech for the Sqn and had been here some 7 years (people actually
thought he was a member of the TA). He leaves us for pastures
new in Wales, good luck mate. This coincided with the retirement
of Mr Brian Mein from the tech workshops. Brian had initially
come as a temporary replacement back in the 60s and went on
to make the job his own. As a mark of the high regard TM troop
held him in, he leaves the renamed "Mein Workshop" with a big
hole and even bigger boots to fill. Good luck on your retirement
Brian. We welcome the new PSI Tech: Sgt Frank Henderson
and his family. He travelled some 20m to his new office from 90
Sqn's garages; welcome Frank. There has also been a new
edition to the Sqn; LCpl Donna Smith and her partner Chris had
a baby girl. Mother and baby are both doing fine.
Congratulations from us all.
49 (WEST RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Jenny Bowes
W02 Mark Alexander

point a lovely young fellow called me "corporal", the first from
outside my Regt to do so. We then set to testing our kit again
and getting ready to deploy into our location which we did in the
early hours of the following morning .
Day2
It was still dark and would be for several more hours when we
arrived at our first location on the edges of Salisbury Plain Trg
Area. 49 Sig Sqn worked in a business-like way to get the trunk
node set up and establish some inter-nodal shots pretty quickly.
The rest of us got into a routine and while some of us started
getting to grips with our various trades others took turns to stag
on as there were rumoured to be some enemy elements floating
about.
Day4
Following the sneakiness of the enemy the previous night those
on stag were extra vigilant and roving patrols were mounted
throughout the day and night to keep those on stag company and
I made a special effort to keep those on stag supplied with warm
tea, coffee and hot chocolate - those who I like anyway. The
enemy were less active probably because of the vigilant security
measures.
By this time we were all settled in to life in the field and happily
tucking in to the bacon grill sandwiches which taste like a bizarre
hybrid of Spam and Ghandi's flip flops. (I enjoyed them anyway.)
Other notable events were a certain Signaller endearing himself to
a visiting Brigade Commander. The conversation went something
like this.

DIARY 1 - by LCpl Seymour
Having been a member of 49 Sig Sqn for only a little over 18
months, this was to be my first ex on this scale and I was very
excited about it. I was also a little disappointed that I wouldn't be
able to attend the second phase of camp over in Germany. The
first week, -a large com ms ex involving the muster and
deployment of several Ptarmigan Regts into a composite force
was to prove a valuable learning experience.
Over the course of the ex I was to realise that:

As an Electrician/Driver I found the first week of camp quite a
challenge, considering I'd never done a comms ex for longer than
a weekend before. I hadn 't realised just how much work is
involved in keeping a whole trunk node powered up, fuel topped
up morning and night whilst ensuring the smaller generators are
running smoothly without too many hitches! That's one of the
good points - you never know what the fault or problem is going
to be. The downside is that depending on what's gone wrong
you might not get a lot of kip!
After Keevil Airfield, we moved to our first location. You crack on
straight away - into a routine - you don't even dare ask for sleep
till power is in, comms are in, admin tents have got light and
people have got a hot brew on! About 1030hrs the following
morning was when I got a chance to get sleep since the Sunday
morning at Keevil Airfield.
On the Wednesday, we moved location to a hard standing area in
Sennybridge at daft o'clock in the morning to waste an awful lot
of time Thursday morning - that 's what the Army's all about hurry up and wait! Still it gave us a chance to chill out, chat, have
a laugh and drink a few brews. It's not like anything else you do
- totally different to a "normal" week's holiday - nights out
socialising. You could say I spent a week in Wales with a load of
sheep (and squaddies), covered in oil, diesel and thoroughly
loving it. It makes that all important first beer you taste when not
working taste so much better - I've usually earned it.
50th (NORTHUMBRIAN) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

"What do you do for a living, Sig Blank?"
"I'm a stand-up comedian, Sir. "
"Make me laugh then ... "
"Go fetch your last CR, Sir - we'll all have a laugh."
We received orders to start closing down and get ready to move.
All the little teething problems (Cam net snags etc) caused by us
not doing this kind of thing often enough had by now been
resolved and the take down and move went very smoothly.
Days.

EXTRACTS FROM SOLDIERS' DIARIES - EXERCISE
ARRCADE FALCON 07

DIARY 2 - by Sig Woods

A big Packet RV at a trg area near to Sennybridge was our next
major stay. At this point we were joined by our W02(SSM)
Alexander and his entourage of Yanks. Capt Lendes and SSGT
Sharpe of the Michigan National Guard on an exchange visit. The
members of 49 Sqn took note of the Gucci new digi-cam
uniforms and although it was tough, we resisted the urge to mug
them on sight. We didn't pull their legs too much either (although
I'm not sure if they believed me when I told them that in the
British Army you can only be promoted after killing ten people
and that prior to my promotion, I had to overturn a mini-bus full
of Girl Guides. We treated them to a big 49 Sig Sqn "Hoo Haar!"
to make them feel at home.

Maj SA Smit h
W02(SSM) CA Phillips

EXERCISE DEBDON SWIM - by Sgt 'Neil' Cansfield
Swimming the Channel is a very arduous task, requiring lots of
funding for boats, rescue agencies and goose fat. Luckily for this
charity event, we were only swimming the equivalent distance of
the Channel in a swimming pool, with a team of 8 soldiers,
swimming the 22 miles, which works out at 1408 lengths of a
25m swimming pool. With a couple of last minute replacements,
including W02(SSM) 'Dave' Crowther and Sig 'Pip' Horton the
team was all set and at 0800hrs Friday 6 July at East End pool in
Byker, Newcastle, the swim was started.
With the team splitting down into pairs, with one person in the
pool from each pair at all times, the lengths were soon mounting
up with SSgt 'Steve' Read and SSgt 'Tom' Woodall setting ·the
early pace. As Sig Horton needed to return to work, she went
flat out and completed the 175 lengths in just over 90 mins. As
SSgt 'Ross' Blair, Cpl 'Jen' Jones and Sgt 'Neil' Cansfield kept
a steady pace, SSgt 'Biff' Bithell dropped behind after having to
nip out and talk to the local rad io station.
As the lengths were counted and verified by apparently nonswimmers Sgt 'MM' Middlemiss and Sgt 'Luke' Hitchen and

after Capt Allison MBE, Secretary of the North East Branch of
the Army Benevolent Fund, completed the 8 guest lengths, SSgt
Bithell came in for the last length, completing the total 1408
lengths in just over 2 hrs 30 mins. Well done and thank you for
raising £500 for the ABF.
90 (NORTH RIDING) SIGNAL SQUADRON
OC
SSM

Maj Paul Denning
W02(SSM) Hunter

EXERCISE ARRCADE FALCON - WEEK 2 IN GERMANY
- by Sgt Graham
After the success of the initial comms phase in and around
Salisbury and Sennybridge trg areas, the moral and optimism of
the Regt was at an all time high ahead of the deployment to
Germany. Look what there was to look forward to by deploying
to Germany: plenty of R&R after a tough week in the field and
duty free products from our dear friends the NAAFI? But to the
surprise of the more na'ive contingent of the Regt, this was not to
be a booze cruise and duty free jolly prior to the Xmas festivities.
In fact, ARCCADE FALCON (G) was implemented to allow assets
from 12 Sig Gp to meet their sister units from 7 and 16 Sig Regts
who are based at Javelin Barracks, Elmpt. The 4 day ex phase,
professionally led by 1 Sig Bde, gave an in depth insight into the
Bde's comms assets which included Promina, Richelieu and the
generic ARRC build. If that wasn't enough to make 90 Sig Sqn's
finest all warm and fuzzy, there was also ARRC Sp Sn's
outstanding effort in providing an essential Afghan Centric Mil
Skills activities program.
Throughout the ex it became more and more clear of people's
expectations and desires. This included SSgt Durnall's and Sgt
Edwards's pursuit of happiness through a Warsteiner glass and
SSgt Yuill 's and Sgt Henderson's dream of opening a tobacco
kiosk upon return to the UK. Away from dreams, the rest of the
contingent continued their professional approach throughout. At
times there were lulls in the program but then immediately after a
tidal wave of activities to complete.
The highlight of this was our success in the Comd's Cup held on
the final day, involving a variety of challenging comd tasks. Some
credit must also go to 7 Sig Regt, who assisted in our success.
For many this was a first visit to Germany and the experience
gained from 1 Sig Bde's hospitality and experience will be
invaluable to them for future deployments. To incorporate an indepth comms package and mil trg programme and pitch it to an
audience of varied experience in the time allowed was no mean
feat. Therefore 90 Sig Sqn would like to thank 1 Sig Bde and all
involved for an extremely enjoyable and successful ex.
The Sqn says goodbye to Capt Ray Duffy, who has retired from
his post as PSAO 90 Sig Sqn and hello to Maj Mick Mckenna,
who made the short journey from QM 34 Sig Regt HQ to assume
the role of PSAO 90 Sig Sqn. Finally congratulations to SSgt Mo
Morrison and Lindsay on the birth of their baby girl Mirren.

• Ptarmigan really can work.

35th (SOUTH MIDLAND) SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)

• Cheese Processed cannot be melted by any readily available
heat source.
• Combat 95 Clothing does nothing for the female figure.

co

Lt Col MG Hanson
W01 (RSM) Overton

Day 1

RSM

After preparing vehs prior to deployment, 49 Sqn set off and
headed in a roughly southwards direction to Keevil Airfield where
I was immediately struck by the sheer scale of this ex. The
Airfield was packed with Land Rovers, tents and all sorts of green
'wagony' things. A first class cook-house tent was made available
and we were really looked after by the ech element of the ex after
the somewhat time consuming booking in with the SPS. At this

COMMANDING OFFICER'S FOREWORD

498

SSgt Sharpe, Sig Clarkson and Sgt Arnold enjoying a quick rest
before moving
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communities. This gives us an excellent platform from which to
launch into the New Year.

The Regt has had a busy year to date and every member of the
Regt has acquitted themselves well in what were sometimes quite
testing environments and I thank you all for that.

Our thoughts naturally turn at this time of year to the festive
season and spending more time with our friends and families, but
I would ask that you spare a thought for our brave Officers and
Soldiers who are deployed on ops and who may not get to spend
time with loved ones.

The reputation of th e Regt continues to go from strength to
strength as does our recruiting and standing in our local

My family and I would like to take this opportunity to wish every
member of the Regt a very Merry and safe Christmas and I look
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forward as I'm sure you all do to taking the Regt forward into
2008.

EXERCISE SOLENT DRAGON 8 - 15 AUGUST 07
- by LCpl Bownes

In the past months WP have said farewell to a staunch and
stalwart member of thlil RHO team Maj Neil Turnbull, our Trg
Maj, whose capacity and dedication to the Unit knew no bounds.
Neil was instrumental in turning the Ragt 's fortunes round over
the past two and a half years and our gratitude and best wishes
go with him to his new post as Trg Maj of 37 Sig Regt ry) .

Five brave and intrepid members of the Regt set out on Ex
SOLENT DRAGON. This was to be a sailing exped based in the
Solent that was designed to give an introduction to sailing for the
participants as well as stimulate interest for further trg and
qualifications in the sport. Thus on a sunny and clear day, the
team set off down to Gosport to take over one of the Royal Corps
of Signals Boats 'Quicksilver'.

Our fondest farewells also go to the following along with our
gratitude for all of their hard work and dedication: SSgt
Whitehead, SSgt Brotherton, SSgt Stiff and Cpl Carter. We are
delighted to welcome back Maj Steve Lockwood as Trg Maj.
Steve formally the QM at 35 Sig Reg! returns to us after a brief
absence across the water in NI.

coupled with input from the charity "Islamic Relief" to put the
Students of Coventry University 'Disaster Management' course
through their paces.
The ex was conceived, set up and run by Cpl Tom Oldfield who
is a 3rd year university student and also taking disaster
management as his degree. The aim of the ex was to engage with
the first year students early in their course and to challenge them
mentally and physically - taking them outside their classroom and
comfort zone.
The ex started with a verbal briefing given at the University by
me, Capt Bob Bath the Regtl Ops Sp Officer, in which I set the
scene and outlined a scenario where the students were part of an
organisation that had been tasked with setting up and running a
refugee camp capable of sustaining 300 people. They were given
a brief on the history and current situation and then minimal facts
about the area they were deploying to. The students were then
put on 48 hrs notice to move.

We also welcome SSgt Knowler and Cpl Morrison to 48 Sqn.
FOOTBALL - by SSgt Colin Richards
The Regtl football team (well Sp Sqn plus 2 from 48 Sqn)
embarked on the TA championships on 7 October 2007, playing
their initial game against 202 Fd Hosp. The team, who all
transferred from lastminute.com.united was hastily put together
under the keen managerial eye of Cpl 'Tom' Oldfield who used
his talents of smooth tongue to assemble what he thought was a
good mix of youth and experience! The day of the match arrived
and we got to the venue nice and early for our practice session
and pre-warm up, which was actually the first time any of us had

48 hrs later saw the arrival of 60 students from the course at RHO
Ganley TAC for an updated scenario briefing, a brief by the mil
liaison officer and meetings with in-country agents - all of wnom
looked suspiciously like members of Sp Sqn.

Sig Smith and Cpl Mason at sea - auditioning for Trtanic 2
Leading the team was the principle exped organiser and skipper
for the trip - Cpl Chris Nixon. After some admin duties, the boat
was signed over and the crew began their trg with familiarisation
and basic drills. The crew comprised of a mix of ranks but all
were real novices in ability, so it was vital not to overload them on
day one! It was not long before dinner was served and Cpl
'Mace' Mason built his energy levels up by eating 4 servings of
spaghetti Bolognese. Something he regretted for the whole
evening and most of the following day!
The first day's sailing saw the crew venture out in calm and sunny
weather in the Solent and practise some basic drills and sailing
manoeuvres. With confidence growing we set some different sail
configurations and made good time across to the Isle of Wight.
Sea sickness had not really troubled the new crew at this stage
but Sig Smith and I were looking a little shaky down below as the
boat rolled a little in the busy channel.

played together. The first half started and it was clear that 202 Fd
Hosp were a very experienced team and our defence was tested
early with 2Lt 'Pete' Roberts in the thick of it. Inevitably even
the safe hands of keeper LCpl 'Jono' Johnson (48 Sqn) were
breached and 202 got ahead. We were under a lot of pressure as
2 more goals followed, however towards the end of the first half
'Tom' Oldfield stumbled towards the 202 goal and scored!
Ending the first half just 2 goals down.
At half time a substitution of Sig 'Ben' Dry by W02 'Gripper'
Wilkins was made. It didn't take Gripper long to come to the
attention of the Ref and after a few choice words he settled down
to a nice clean game. We were clearly now much more relaxed
and began to pile the pressure on the 202 goalie, which ended
with us being awarded a penalty. Sig 'Squibbie' Vincent-Squibb
stepped up to the spot and with the pressure on, he took the
shot and tapped the ball straight to the keeper (doh). Sig 'Scott'
Thorpe made some excellent linking passes with Sig 'Jamie'
Pallett into the 202 penalty area, where they came c lose to
scoring on several occasions. But in the end 202's experience
overcame our enthusiasm and the final score was 5 - 1 to 202 Fd
Hosp.
The final word has to go to the Manager who would like to say to
his team "The only way is up for the fighting 35th". See you all at
the next match.
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The next few days followed a similar pattern with the winds
increasing and longer passages planned. We visited marinas in
Cowes, Bembridge, Hamble and Beaulieu as well as a good
passage around the southern side of the Isle of Wight, passing
the famous 'Needles' rocks into Yarmouth. The crowded marina
that night saw us moored a long way from the quayside so we
were treated to the delights of Cpl Mason's dinghy rowing
prowess! Rowing in circles is not found in the manual I think!
The weather deteriorated towards the end of the week as we
jostled in the choppy waters with the huge flotilla preparing for
the 'Rolex Fastnet' race out of Cowes. After delaying the race by
a day, we watched the many race boats charge across the start
line before completing our sail back into Gosport. The weather
t urned really bad on our final day and despite battling hard, we
were battered back into the marina under Force 7 conditions and
opted for a cultural visit to HMS Victory in the afternoon down at
the historic dockyards. A really good trip for all who took part
and a lot of skills learnt. It Is hoped that this exped can be
repeated in early 2008 with a fresh crew up for the challenge!
SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj William Henderson
W02(SSM) Mair

The students were then deployed "in Country" or rather to Hurse!
Common in Coventry, where members of Sp Sqn had set up
various tasks and problems for them to overcome. For example:
there was a minefield with a casualty who needed to be rescued;
their own Land Rover had a flat tyre and there was no jack but
there was a lightweight winching system in the veh; there was a
first aid stand with more 3rd year students acting as casualties
(and hamming it up no end); and there was a 40,000 litre
emergency water tank to assemble.

placed in a spot normally reserved for the Portaloos for a few
days - which was both interesting and aromatic.
Maj Paul Rodenhurst (48 Sqn) provided a great mobile
protection force, forcing the enemy to rethink its strategy (W02
Stowells enemy force got battered on Brown Stool Hill) and 12
Sig Gp owes the Regt a big thank you for providing the blanket of
protection that allowed them to sleep at night.
The Padre, Capt 'Vick' Van Den Burgh gave us a stirring sermon
and hymn session on Brown Stool Hill with W01 (RSM) Carl
Overton rallying the Regt in an X Factor style sing off (we were all
careful to hit the right notes as nobody wanted to put a foot
wrong on that Hill). The final phase of the ex meant an overnight
stay at Swynnerton Trg Area where a mass promotion
presentation took place and the newly promoted were
announced, so it's a big congratulations to all those involved - far
too many to name.
A day later the Regt boarded coaches to Dover and over to
Calais to start the long journey to Javelin Barracks in Elmpt
Station. This was the first opportunity for 12 Sig Gp to link in
with its Regular counterparts within 1 Sig Bde and look at their
comms kit and vehs. Brig Pope was very keen to integrate and
get his Bde together to show us what kit 7 and 16 Sig Regts were
using. All of those involved gave us a well informed and detailed
tour of their facilities, particularly the Sp Bn, who put on a well
delivered, high tempo 1 day OPTAG package which gave us a
good insight and knowledge base into what would be required
when going on ops. So we extend a big thanks both to them and
1 Sig Bde. Our whirlwind tour included a Bde Smoker, The
Comd's Cup, and an insight into new comms kit, an OPTAG
experience and best of all we raised €4000 for SSAFA. At the
end of that we said a hearty goodbye to tent city, Javelin
Barracks and headed home to the White Cliffs of Dover.

And finally there was a table top ex set up by a representative
from the charity "Islamic Relief" which enabled the students to go
through the motions and thought processes of setting up a
refugee camp. Mr Mohamed lmeran who not only works for the
charity but is a Chef with the TA has himself not long returned
from carrying out relief work in Darfur; he also cooks a mean
omelette.

89 (WARWICKSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
QC
SSM

M

Maj Chris Moseley
W02(SSM) Wright

EXERCISE ARRCADE FALCON 07 - by SSgt Proffitt
Ex ARRCADE FALCON was the chance for 12 Sig Gp (33, 34 and
35 Sig Regts) to test their comms capabilities within the UK With
3 weekends of build up exs in the previous months before annual
camp, the stage was set to see if all 3 Regts could deploy, test
and provide comms across the UK.
After a successful deployment to Keevil Airfield, 35 Sig Regt soon
started the IBCP to test the radio eqpt before the comms phase.
The CO's 0 Gp provided some good entertainment for the troops,
with a real comedy moment. An untimely gust of wind sent the
18 x 12 tent, in which the CO was holding his 0 Gp, rolling
across the airfield in front of the whole Regt leaving the stunned
audience staring across the airfield with note pads on laps. Look
out for 'Twister At Keevil' at a cinema near you soon.

89 Sqn 's SPS/s looking very happy on camp

58 (STAFFORDSHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON M
QC
SSM

Maj David McCormack
W02(SSM) Stowell

The Sqn then deployed onto Salisbury Plain for the start of the
comms phase. This went well with a good strong HF and
Ptarmigan network being set up; it was also great to see the
newly trained Sigs getting to grips with the kit and proving their
worth, so it's a well earned "Thanks, great effort, keep it up guys"
to them.

This year has seen the Sqn going from strength to strength, due
to the hard work of the recruiting team and our very own SSgt
Dave Purdon. We are delighted to report that our recruit
numbers just keep going up and up. But we are becoming a
victim of our own success as many members of the Sqn enjoy
Army life so much they are opting for full time careers in the
Regular Army. And whilst this is always a sad loss for the Sqn 1t
is proving the TA is a very positive experience and a breeding
ground for the Regular Army. One of the main benefits for the
Regular Army is that we deliver fully trained soldiers ready for
ops.

From Salisbury, the Sig Gp started its whistle stop tour of the UK
trg areas by heading off to sunny Sennybridge (where it never
rained ... no really). Due to real estate issues our OSC 146 was

This trg year has been busy, what with camp, Bde Ex ARRCADE
FALCON, and the arrival the new comms eqpt which will take the
Regt forward and upward. In its trg, we have started Op

EXERCISE LIGHTENING DISASTER - by Cap t Bath
Ex LIGHTENING DISASTER was an "Army in Society" event that
made use of the many talents of the TA Soldiers within Sp Sqn,
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The Regt had the privilege
to host some very high
powered visitors during the
trg package. Comd 2 (NC)
Sig Bde, Brig Hargreaves
paid the Regt a very
welcome visit from 14 - 16
September. The Bde Comd
attended an Officers Mess
dinner on the night of his
arrival before visiting the
culmination of the trg
package to watch mobile
VCPs and a night strike op
in the urban trg village. The
SSgt Bland c?nducts a quick
Bde Comd also visited the
estimate
exercising troops in the FOB, where he received a series of briefs
from Sgt Bufton, LCpl Peachy and 45 Sig Sqn Comd, Maj
Rowson. The Bde Comd addressed the Regt before having lunch
in the field, prepared by Pte Route under the watchful eye of his
father, Sgt Route. The Regt also received a visit from the Regt's
Hon Col, Maj Gen (Retd) Seamus Kerr. This was another very
welcome visit which came at the end of the notional operational
deployment and the Regt had the opportunity to demonstrate the
end product from what had been a demanding trg period. The
visit culminated in the final serial of the ex which was a planned
strike op on an insurgent hideout in the urban village.

sure they wi ll be delighted to pass on their experiences to the
ever information hungry recruits.
Our congratulations and alas also farewell go to Sgt 'Mase'
Mason on his well deserved promotion and posting . He will be
sorely missed in the local area where he is renowned for his
topless jogging! His new unit will be gaining one of the best.
We also say farewell to W02(SSM) Ade Stowell on internal
posting to 48 Sqn - thanks for your hard work over the last year.
We wish the best of luck to Sgt Phil Whitehead his wife Laura
and their fami ly on their posting to Blandford. You left plenty of
work behind! We hope you all have a great time.
Sgt Granny Groundsell joined us direct from RSIT and was
thrown straight into the frying pan of annual camp to see his new
colleagues at work; we hope you enjoy your tour with the Sqn.
Members of 58 Sqn amid a havabag explosion
HERRICK trg for our 2008 deployment, so there's plenty for both
old and new members to get stuck into. We welcome back LCpl
Chez Riley and Sig Cook from Op TELIC and Sig Knowles from
Op HERRICK. The Sqn bar has been adorned with sandbags
and we all look forward to hearing their "War" stories, but more
seriously, we are delighted to see them all back safely, and I am

We will also be saying a sad farewell to Sgt Bill Lambert the
oldest Pay Sgt in the British Army! He will be retiring this year
after more years than anyone can remember in the TA and it has
to be said "it's about time he got the beers in".
And lastly our thanks once again to SSgt Dave Purdon , the
Duracel of SPSls (everlasting and reliable) who is also acting as
the SSM until the arrival of the new one.

after by the LAD SPSI, SSgt Glen Alexander, to 216 Sig Sqn for
the short notice assistance by Cpl Nash, 16 CS Med Regt for
enabling us to fix any broken soldiers by providing CMT cover
from Sgt Griffiths, Pte King and Pte Willy and finally Lt Col
White in his role as an interpreter.
The Regt fully recovered back to the UK for tea and medals by
late on Friday 21 September, when there was the opportunity to
share a few beers and pull up a sandbag to recount the more
memorable events of the camp. The camp achieved all of its aims
and we proved that we have the ability to project ourselves on an
unsupported OTX and importantly, increased our capability to
contribute to both UK and expeditionary op.

36th (EASTERN) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col M Smith TD
W01 (RSM) JF Lyons

ANNUAL CAMP 2007
EXERCISE HERMES TRICOLOUR - RHO, 45 AND 54 SIGNAL
SQUADRONS
Back in January, the Regt was given the opportunity to deploy on
an Overseas Training Exercise (OTX) to La Courtine trg area,
Limousin, France. After the initial recce in Apri l led by W01(RSM)
Lyons, it became clear that La Courtine would provide the Regt
with a one off opportunity to use some excellent trg facilities to
deliver a challenging, demanding, retention positive camp. The ex
also provided the opportunity to test all functional areas to the full
by preparing, deploying, trg, sustaining and recovering the Regt
on an unsupported on<.

DMTWO, W02 Dagenham Dave Gilbert, who wrote the route
card appeared confused. The challenging part of the ex had
begun and the main body all arrived in one piece in the small
hours of 10 September with a sense of humour intact, well
almost.

EXERCISE ARRCADE FALCON - 60 (RBH) SIGNAL
SQUADRON

The Regt assembled in the dining room on Sunday morning for a
series of briefs and some admin time before the trg package
started in the afternoon. The trg package was led by Sgt Buffy
Bufton, 45 Sig Sqn's stand-in SPSI and his band of brothers,
comprising the Regt's PSls. Sgt Bufton and his team 's hard
work prior to deployment was apparent and the sudden
appearance of a fully functioning FOB in the middle of the trg
area proved that imagination and flexibility are not dead . The
package ran over the next 7 days and gave all those participating
the opportunity to acquire skills and drills currently being taught
through OPTAG packages for troops deploying on ops.
The Officers Mess and the Bde Comd prior to the dinner night

It was decided that the ex would be run as an operational trg
package followed by a deployment on a notional expeditionary
peace sp op. This would allow the Regt to not only build its
capability to support UK ops as Individual Replacements (IRs) or
as part of a formed body but it gave comds at all levels the
opportunity to develop their leadership skills in a testing
environment.
The advance party set off, led by the Ops SPSI SSgt Dave Berry,
early on 5 September for the long road and sea move via
Portsmouth and St Malo. Despite the scenic route testing the
advance party's patience and some minor problems with French
petrol stations and agency cards, all arrived safe and well in La
Courtine late on the evening of 6 September. The advance party
were met by the Regt's enablers, led by the P.AO, Maj John
Nixon and the ROMS W02 Stavros Wringe who had the easy
trip to France by air. The Master Chef W02 Norma Milla-Kight
was smiling as always, despite have to buy and prepare food to
feed over 100 people on her own, till the arrival of the other chefs
in the main body. The main body mobilised through Colchester
and llford TACs on Friday 8 September and set off early on
Saturday via the Euro tunnel, led by the Adjt, Capt Simon
Limbrey. The Adjt was followed by a host of people who
apparently knew the way around the Paris orbital motorway. Not
wishing to disappoint, navigation was tested to the full. Even the
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The multiple comds, Lt Mitchell , SSgt Bland and Sgt Wit comb
executed the final op, which ended in multiple contacts
throughout the village from depth positions. The Hon Col was
able to see for himself the depth of knowledge gained and the
newly acquired skills being put into practice. The Hon Col
addressed the Regt on conclusion of the ex and was presented
with a Regtl plaque by Sig Gooding .

..
LCpl Grant provides covering fire on the PVCP
The enthusiasm and commitment of the exercising troops was
fantastic and this was solely down to the professionalism of the
instructors and the high quality, interesting and fun trg being
delivered. Quote of the week from a long In the tooth soldier was
"This is my 18th annual camp and it's been the best one yet". A
true reflection on th e permanent staff's efforts.
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The war being won, the Regt recovered back to Camp de la
Courtine to prepare for the move back to the UK. The advance
party left on Thursday 20 Sep for the move back to the UK via
Caen and the main body departed at the same time for a well
deserved battlefield tour at Ypres. The CO and SVWO, W01
John Davis also attended the tour but travelled via Lille where
W01 Davis was able to visit a military cemetery to find the grave
of his grandfather who fell during WW2. This was a very poignant
moment as the CO and the SVWO were able to chat with some
German soldiers, who had made the annual pilgrimage to the
cemetery to maintain the graves of their fellow countrymen who
also fell during WW2.
The Regt received some very valuable assistance without which
the ex would not have been possible, so a public thank you goes
to SEME for the enthusiastic enemy force who were ably looked
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60 Sig Sqn took part in the Allied Rapid Reaction Corps Signals
Ex ARRCADE FALCON. Together with 94 Sig Sqn we formed a
composite but 'command heavy' Sqn providing CNR comms.
Thirty one pers from all 4 Tps concentrated at Aylesbury TA
Centre, before moving to Keevil Airfield, the Divisional Rear area.
In glorious, some would say too hot weather we concentrated
with all the Div's comms assets and commenced with a pace ex.
After dets were lost to ex controls, by combining with 94 Sig Sqn
we provided CNR comms from Div to Bde. The ex then move
from Keevil via Hullavington Airfield and Kemble Airfield to
Sennybridge under a CNR controlled move with 94 Sig Sqn
providing the Main and 60 Sig Sqn the 'one up'. Div Main was
established at Dixie's Corner with again the composite Sqn
providing CNR Comms.
Here W0 2 (SSM) Egunjobi found himself the defence comd of a
'Rorke's Drift' type position surrounded by either high ground or
dead ground, and the ammunition supply reflected lsandlwhana.
After a very quick route and rebro site recce, 60 Sig Sqn
controlled a move to Swynnerton, near Stafford with the CNR net
covering the MSR of 8 check points and 8 rebros. The road move
was of about 200km, 200 vehs and 600 pers. If we had covered
anymore of the country we would have needed a bigger tent for
the bird-table. It was at Swynnerton that an 'off duty' Sig, she
shall remain nameless , came into the Sqn Comd Post at a busy
moment and asked if anyone could plat her hair for her. The
reserve of SSgt(Yof S) Shackleton, who had already been noted
as 'laconic' by visitors, was noteworthy as he gently explained
the error of her ways!
At Swynnerton , the Sqn was visited by the CO, Lt Col Smith and
Ops Maj, Maj John Howel-Walm sley. The Sqn was also
honoured and delighted to be visited by Sir Nicholas Bonsar,
our Hon Col and Col Crackett, Col TA Royal Signals
Pte Samme, the Sqn's Chef also managed to come top in his
Class 2 trade course which he squeezed into he middle weekend
of the 15 day Annual Camp, while the unit was at Swynnerton.
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60 Sqn then recovered to Aylesbury TAC where the vehs were
left, as the unit deployed to Germany by coach and ferry, for
more trg and the opportunity to view new radio eqpt.

welcomes its new arrivals: Capt Steve White, Capt Simon
Limbrey, SSgts(YofS) Nige Brewin, YofS Shakleton, Jamie
Slade and Glen Alexander, Sgt Daz Walker and LCpl Harvey.

that remained in the minds of everyone was the sheer scale and
impact on those affected, so many have lost so much.

ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES

PROMOTIONS

EXERCISE CABRALES DRAGON AT EXERCISE IN NORTHERN
SPAIN - by Capt PF Blythe ACC(SPS) Exped Leader

The Regt has seen a high turnover in staff over the past few
months and says farewell to Capt Kev Simmons, Capt Cath
Stevens, W02 Den Tranham, W02(YofS) Andy Nichol, SSgts
Daz Mawson, Freddie Starr and Bob Conroy, Sgts Erin
Bridger, Phill Ma~chant and Mark Blears. The Regt also

Congratulations go to SSgt Bob Conroy on promotion to W02
and another posting with the Royal Signals to 1 Sig Bde; Sgt
Mark Blears on promotion to SSgt and posting to 14 Sig Regt
(EW), Internally congratulations go to SSgt (now W02 and YofS)
Monk.

37th SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
co
RSM

Lt Col JE Sutton
W01 (RSM) DE Cupit

OPERATION GIRAFFE
The never experienced before rainfall in the West Midlands was
the start of Op GIRAFFE and later Op OUTLOOK for 37 Sig Regt.
SSgt Tim Abbott of Regtl Ops received a call from the local
police on Friday 20 July at 21 OOhrs asking if we could help out
with the severe flooding that had hit the local area that day. He
explained that he couldn't task the Regt without first being tasked
from 143 Bde. He rang the Duty Officer in G3 Ops 143 Bde and
informed him what had been said and was told that they had
already had numerous calls on the situation and were putting a
plan together. After a short while, the Regt got the call to start
planning for a call out. The first task was to see how many 4
Wheel Drive and 4 Ton drivers we could muster by OBOOhrs the
next morning. During the early hours of Saturday 21 July, the call
went out to all PSAOs to initiate the Call Out procedure. By
1OOOhrs the next morning, the Sqns had assembled.
The Regt formed up with those required for the task at Regt HQ
at Redditch to await further instructions and from there we moved
to the West Mercia Police HQ, Hindlip in a 14 veh convoy with a
police escort. The cavalry was coming! Upon arrival, SSgt Matt
Bellamy undertook the first task which involved the challenge of
marshalling vehs into a centralised holding area. A Bronze HQ
was then established and the tasks commenced. The tasks
varied from removing elderly people from their homes, general
safety and escorting midwives to the hospital. Needless to say
there were many Ptes stood to attention for this latter task and
Sgt Nick Caswell even managed to get a nurse's phone number.
Sgt Avril Fors~e and Sgt Stu Adams were tasked with taking
relief fire crews into cut off areas in Evesham.
In the early hours of Sunday morning, 8 pers were awakened
from a deep sleep for the next tasking. This was a recce to
determine the routes that posed a hazard to civilian vehs. All was
going well until one of the non-amphibious vehs came unstuck or
should that just be stuck. With the assistance of LCpl 'Swam~y'
Mohammed and Sig Marshall, the recce veh and its crew was in
~eed of ~esc.ue itself! After assessing the situation, observing the
fish floating m the vehicle and the rising flood waters, it was
deemed a sensible time to leave the cab in favour of the roof. An
SOS call was put in. An hour floated by before the strong stench
of coffee was in the air - yes the REME had come to their
salvation just in the nick of time.
After what .seemed like an eternity, W02 Dave Hood and Sgt Lee
Carroll arnved - a welcome site for the 2 pers in need of rescue.
Sgt Lee Carroll spotted a tractor in the dark and never one to be
outdone he requested the services of the local farmer in order to
retrieve the abandoned vehicle. On returning to the Land Rover
W02 Hood dipped his toe in the cold water and promptly sent '
Sgt Lee Carroll wading in the chest deep water to attach the
towline and retrieve the abandoned veh.
All tur~ed out well and there was never a moment of panic. By
the third day personal supplies were running low. Maj Simon

Jenner felt that his 3-day pants had run their course after another
busy shift in the Ops room and so a trip to the supermarket by
Cpl Dave Montague and Sgt Nick Caswell was required, who
returned with a pair of Tesco's finest!
The majority of the Regt were moved back to RHO on the Sunday
afternoon, so SSgt Chris Moore was tasked with the withdrawal
from Hindlip. The move went with ease and once back, the Ops
Room was set up with Maj Simon Jenner leading the way.
Within 2 hrs of being back more tasks came in and 2 x 4 ton
trucks and a Rover were tasked to go to Upton upon Severn to
help the fire brigade to evacuate the town if needed. Capt Si
Smith headed the task with his trusty side kick SSgt Chris
Moore and headed off ahead to recce the Fire Station to hold the
Bronze HQ. To the embarrassment of SSgt Moore, the veh broke
down and Capt Smith had to hitch a lift from the police to get to
the new HQ. Luckily enough for the residents of Upton upon
Severn, the flood waters stopped rising nobody needed further
rescue. By morning the water had receded by a good 5 inches
and with Upton upon Severn looking like it had got over the
worst, the Team were re-tasked.
Moving from Upton upon Severn the team went back to Hindlip
to assist the police search and rescue teams. The flood had left a
great deal of devastation with upturned static caravans, many
abandoned but some with occupants. The police team had been
given the job of searching these locations to make sure nobody
had been stranded or worse had lost their lives. The area around
Evesham and Pershore were to be the main areas of interest for
the search teams. Before we left however, Capt Smith was
thrust into the spotlight and had the opportunity to say hello to all
his fans on national TV with an interview for the BBC. With fame
going to his head, he was back on the BBC Hereford and
Worcester radio breakfast show the following morning.
The first caravan site really shocked everyone of the 50 man
search team and brought home the devastation the floods had
caused. We were tasked with 4 sites that evening with the most
bizarre one at the end. The caravan site was totally submerged in
water and the search teams did the best they could in the time
given before fading light put a halt to the op. As the kit was being
packed away the owner of the site appeared and told the Officer
in Charg.e that a couple had chosen to stay in there holiday home
1n the middle of the site. Because it was their own choice there
was nothing anybody could do. Everybody just looked with total
bewilderment at the site and asked the question 'why'?.
We finally returned to RHO at Redditch and a well earned night's
sleep. The next morning we were all informed that we were to be
stood down from Op GIRAFFE but with the ongoing Op
OUTLOOK, parts of the Regt remained on reduced NTM and
some comms assets deployed into Gloucestershire to continue
with the flood relief effort as the flood water moved down the
country.
For the members of 37 Sig Regt, these UK ops gave the officers
and soldiers the chance to put into practice the skills they had
developed through their time with the TA. Everyone involved, at
every level gained experience from being on a real op. One thing

Ex CABRALES DRAGON was 37 Sig Regt's AT ex in the Picos de
Europa mountain range of Northern Spain during August 2007.
The Picos de Europa Mountain range lies 12 miles inland from the
coast between Bilbao and Oviedo and is Spain's largest national
park. The aim was for 2 groups of 6 TA soldiers to complete an 8
day circular route of various lengths over challenging and steep
terrain.

follow the same circular route and having learned lessons from
the first week, would be successful. The first leg was an easy
walk terrain wise but not helped by low cloud (visibility was down
to 1Om at times). It should have taken 2 hrs but actually took 3.5
hrs. We were lucky to spot the Refugio during a short break in
cloud cover.
The next day should have been another easy walk of about 3 hrs
but extended to 6 after a slight change in the original route. The
trekkers wished to walk the whole route back instead of being
met by the admin party, again an easy walk but with good
visibility. It became more apparent that the Refugio staff were not
very friendly and we felt that we inconvenienced them by being
there.

WEEK ONE
After initial problems with tpt requirements, the admin party (Maj
Riley, Capt Blythe and Capt Garner) left for Spain via
Eurotunnel. We had to ensure that we were at Bilbao Airport by
Friday evening to pick up the first group of trekkers but we had a
reasonably leisurely drive though France and Spain before
arriving at our base in the town of Arenas de Cabrales.
On Friday, the admin party spent the day confirming all
arrangements with our local contact in the area, before arriving at
the Airport to pick up the first group of Capts Helm (JSMEL) and
Blythe, Cpl Sheard, LCpl Frost, Sigs Fowkes and Shaw. After a
good night's sleep and a breakfast of bread and jam (a normal
Spanish breakfast) there started the normal briefings and issuing
of eqpt.The group then had a short journey to the start point at
the lakes around Covadonga but due to the sheer volume of
vehs, the roads up to the lakes were closed to normal traffic and
we had a coach journey for the remaining 11 kms. The route
would only be a short one as we wanted to "shake out" after the
flight and give everybody time to get back into walking. After a
couple of hours and climbing 400m in height, we arrived at the
overnight stop of the Refugio de Vegarredonda. Refugios are
mountain huts which offer communal accn and basic meals for a
small fee.
After another basic breakfast, we were greeted with low cloud
and rain. We retraced our route from the previous day, meeting
up with the admin party at the half way point, which stopped us
having to walk the same route again . After about 4 hrs walking
and carrying tons of mud on our boots, we arrived at another
Refugio, which was undergoing renovation, having neither toilets
nor safe drinking water. It was however a chance to dry our wet
gear in front of the log fire.
The next day would be the start of the long legs and on asking
the caretaker of the Refugio for information concerning the route,
he mentioned that the climb down would be very arduous and
take at least 4 hrs with a 2 hr river walk. The weather was
overcast but at least it had stopped raining. Unfortunately due to
the low cloud cover, the trekkers became 'navigationally
challenged' and went down the wrong stream bed, so instead of
4 hrs, it took 7 and we had to find alternate routes around 2 dry
waterfalls. Everybody was exhausted.
Due to everybody suffering from the efforts of the previous day, it
was decided to have an R&R day and have a cultural visit to the
village of Llanes, a little fishing village about an hour away.
On the next day, the trekkers got their kit together and were
dropped off at the funicular at Bulnes, a popular local attraction,
which takes about 1O mins to travel through the mountain, finally
reaching the old village of Bulnes. The trekkers then took the
route into the town of Sotres about Bkm away.
The next day was sent climbing up to a disused mine and
conducting map reading exs to improve everybody's navigation
skills and confidence with a compass.
WEEK TWO
This week, Group 2 Capt Garner, SSgt Phillips (JSMEL), Sgt
Caswell, Cpl Thomas, LCpl Wong and Pte Coleman, would

Day 3 was fantastically hot with temperatures reaching 34
degrees C with no shade. Billed as a 4 hr decent followed by a 2
hr river walk, it actually took 6 hrs to descend with a 3 hr river
walk. The scenery was stunning, described as awesome and
spectacular by some team members. Due to the high
temperatures, most suffered from the heat, one had a touch of
heat stroke and legs were extremely tired. Not to suffer the same
fate as Week 1, they decided not to have a rest day.
Day 4 was to be without doubt the hardest walk, a 4 hr ascent
which actually took 6 hrs. The weather was terrible with rain and
low cloud for most of the day, reaching a point that was
described as level 9 difficulty. We had to do some climbing but
thanks to our experienced leader, SSgt John Phillips, we got
through it without too much fuss. We arrived at the Refugio 2 hrs
later than expected, so our evening meal had been thrown away,
fortunately we had some remains of our packed lunch left and
shared them out.
Day 5 was an overcast day with patchy rain. The walk took 6 hrs
of relatively easy terrain which included an extremely steep
ascent, made easier because a rope had been secured along the
whole climb allowing them to pull themselves up the mountain.
The Refugios up to this day had been very basic, very simple
dining and beds were shared with whoever turned up. We
couldn't believe our eyes when we came to the Refugios on Day
5, it was a hotel with a proper restaurant and en-suite facilities
On Day 6, everybody was tired so an easy 2 hr walk was most
welcome, with another comfortable Refugio and the evening meal
taken at a local restaurant. LCpl Pete Thomas used the
occasion to practise his very dubious Spanish on a poor
unsuspecting waitress.
At long last, Day 7 came with a cultural visit to the coast fantastic, and a group meal courtesy of the admin team was
followed by a visit to a club where LCpl Pete Wong entertained
the locals with his version of dancing.
The following day was a very early start, with Group 2 requiring to
be dropped off at the Airport for their return home to the UK and
the admin team driving through for their long drive back to the
UK. All in all everybody enjoyed themselves and learned lots from
the experience.
SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Riley
W02(SSM) Mansell

EXERCISE BETHESDA DRAGON
Sp Sqn and 67 Sig Sqn combined forces to participate in a
challenging and arduous AT trg weekend in North Wales in
September. The accn was the Naval Air Command Mountain
Centre at Tai Newyddion, is ideally located for a weekenrl base.
The Saturday activities consisted of 2 groups walking over the
Snowdon National Park, this was aimed at different abilities but
someone forgot to inform SSgt John Phillips (67 Sig Sqn) the
leader of the B team. Their route was designed to finish ahead of
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The only downside to Annual Camp, but funny when we look
back at it now, was Maj Kevan Flanagan's potentially serious
incident on the "death slide" when the ropes jammed towards the
bottom and he was left dangling by his wrists in mid air.

the elite A team but he insisted the reason they
were an hour late was that that they were taking
their time admiring the stunning scenery and
conducting map to ground trg. Unfortunately we
are unable to print the replies from the A team in
fear of a lawsuit for 'defamation of character' .

EXERCISE SANDPIT SOLDIER
While members of the Sqn looked for a way to release him, Capt
Milne, the tallest man close by, had the presence of mind to get
underneath him to relieve the strain on his wrists and shoulders
until he could be safely got down. This was done with
considerable ingenuity and innovation which included the use of a
passing sit-on motor mower to provide the extra height needed to
reach and release him . Fortunately the only injuries he incurred
were strained joints and muscles which, though painful, were not
serious.

There were 2 other groups participating in
canoeing and climbing with a change over at
lunchtime. This was fine for the morning as both
groups were fresh and keen but by :ate afternoon
after the changeover, there were a 1t>w individuals
with very tired arms. ctn 'Roy Hanison taking a
break from his acting career was heard to say he
needed to do more weight trg as he was hanging
on by his fingers, with the instructor showing off.
An early reveille at 0530hrs on Sunday was not
well appreciated but an early start was required to
reach the National White-Water Centre on the river
Tryweryn, where we had booked white water
rafting for 4 groups. This was without doubt the
highlight of the weekend with 7 to a raft navigating
some fast flowing sections of the river - needless
to say the instructor in each raft did their best to
swamp the raft. This was an exhilarating and
demanding activity requiring teamwork to keep the
raft upright.

Lt Col AD Smith MBE TD
W01(RSM) M Simcock

HEADQUARTERS SQUADRON
QC
SSM

Maj John Ahearn
W02 Si Cock burn

The camp appears, hiding behind the ancient church of
Fremington in North Devon. So started HQ Sqn's Annual Camp
for 2007.

On parade a couple of days before the ex, the guys taking part
were given their roles. My role was Sect 21C. People were giving
me stick about how hard the job was and saying I would get no
sleep, I just thought "bring it on". I'd never done the job before
but I was going to give it my best shot!

attending. The weekend was a tremendous success, which was
down to the organisation of Capt Paul Garner and SSgt Matt
Bellamy.

The ex started with a deployment on foot and a tactical harbour
occupation, which was the easy bit. After that my job really
started. As the other guys were getting their heads down in the
harbour I was dashing up and down my sect making sure they
were eating and taking on water (because it was red hot for
September), doing ammo checks and organizing the stag rota.
This routine was the norm throughout the ex, as well as having to
keep the Pl Sgt informed of food, water and ammo states at all
times! It seemed a lot to do but I prefer to be busy so I got stuck
in to the role.
As night fell we knew we were going to be attacked - it was just
a matter of when. The enemy attacked 3 Sect first. As my Sect
rushed to their stand-to positions I was finding my guys, dishing
out extra ammo and checking for any casualties. Every time I got
back to my own stand-to position, we were attacked again and
I'd have to run off with more ammo to make sure my lads were
able to continue fighting. It was non-stop. I got about 2 hrs sleep.

Once the 2 days were over, it was into the Basic Dismounted
Close Combat Skills (BDCCS) trg out on the Braunton Burrows
trg area. With the ever increasing heat and sandy terrain taking its
toll of younger members of the Regt, the Master Chef, W0 2 Andy
Medley, and his team sweated and trained for the next 4 days.
This culminated in the TARA Cup competition, an annual Regtl
competition organised by the RSM, W01 Mark Simcock. The
HQ Sqn team was led by SSM, W0 2 Si Cockburn and consisted
of RLC, AGC (SPS) and REME TA soldiers along with the CO's
driver, LCpl Will Haley. They worked very had throughout the
day, coming out as top Sqn at one stand and second at another.

The trg package started gently with basic build-up trg under Sqn
instructors. As HQ Sqn's elder statesmen got into the swing of relearning the basic skills of Sect Attack, Patrolling, Cam and
Concealment and Admin in the Field, the weather got warmer and
warmer.

The day was rounded off with a promotions parade which saw
Sgt Pete Ward RAMC getting his SSgt and both Sig Lisa Quinn
and Sig Ricky Griffiths gaining their first stripes. This was
followed by an excellent BBQ for the whole Regt.

SSgt Kevin Bedford arming a trip flare

The second week consisted of a demanding AT package and
MATTS trg. The Thursday was the Sqn's Range Day which
incorporated the Regtl shooting competition and Falling Plates.
That evening the Sqn went out to the Barnstaple 10-pin bowling
alley and a good night was had by all. Despite QM, Capt Colin
Milne's semi-professional skills, ctn Leon Mason came out on
top and won a bottle of bubbly. Friday was sports day with
volleyball and five-a-side football. Again HQ Sqn's 'Saga louts'
gave a good account of themselves, coming third in the volleyball
but it was the football which turned out to be the revelation. The
team consisting of the OC, Maj John Ahearn, the RSM, W01
Mark Simcock, W02 Paul Parker, SSgt Steve Gillespie (LAD),
Sgt Gaz Myers, LCpl Will Haley, LCpl Ricky Griffiths with LCpl
Lisa Quinn as goalkeeper won the competition after a nail-biting
penalty shootout with 64 Sig Sqn. Sadly there were not enough
individual trophies to go round so the RSM, much to his dismay,
and the QC had to go without.
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Ex SANDPIT SOLDIER took place 10/11 September 07 against
the backdrop of the Braunton Burrows in North Devon. It took
the form of the defence of a comms site situated in an area that
was known to be used for Arms smuggling ops by the dissident
group, the Devon Independence Party (DIP). Throughout the first
day harbour routine was established and patrols sent out. This
provided an opportunity to practise our veh patrols and ant1ambush drills.

THE ROLE OF THE SECTION 21C - by LCpl Steven Unwin

38th SIGNAL REGIMENT
(VOLUNTEERS)
RSM

OUTLINE - by LCpl Andrew Fountain

At last light of the first day the DIP launched probing attacks on
our position but with little success. The next day fighting patrols
were sent out with the intent of clearing all remaining DIP from
our AOR.

The excitement of white water rafting

The aims of the weekend were to foster team spirit
between the Sqns and to provide arduous activities, where
individuals would be challenged and introduced to new sports,
especially as there were a number of new recruits from both Sqns

co

test the skills taught during that package. Camp also included a
2-day AT package, a 2-day MATTS package, the TARA Cup and
the Regtl Sports day.

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 2007

Maj Kevin Flanagan supported by Capt Colin Milne

The final parade saw the presentation of the shooting competition
prizes, in which HQ Sqn virtually cleared the board. The top shot
was Maj James Hubbard , OC 46 Sig Sqn, but he passed his
trophy on to LCpl Ricky Griffiths who was just pipped into 2nd
place. The points awarded for the shooting competition results
lifted HQ Sqn into 3rd place in the Regtl Champion Sqn
Competition.
As the final parade finished, the first rain of the fortn ight fell - well
not so much rain but a light drizzle which lasted for all of 20 mins.
So ended Annual Camp 2007 and a weary but happy HQ Sqn
busied themselves for the long haul back to Sheffield.

64 SIGNAL SQUADRON
QC
SSM

Maj Andrew Powell
W02 Trevor Grant

Whilst August on the whole was pretty quiet for the Sqn,
September saw the Regt deploy on its Annual Camp to an
unseasonably warm Fremington in North Devon.

As night turned to day our Sect Comd gave us orders to Advance
to Contact. I was in charge of Delta Fire Team and when we
came into contact I was screaming out fire control orders so we
didn't run out of ammo.
To be in charge of a Fire Team was a new and challenging
experience, I got to command soldiers and I enjoyed the
responsibility. Overall the ex was great. Yes, it was long, hectic
and tiring, but looking back it was well worth the effort.
I would love to do the 21C's job again and even the Sect Comd's
role. Because of Ex SANDPIT SOLDIER I know that I can go and
do well on my Det Comds course next year
And finally, the Sqn would like to send their congratulations to the
OC, Maj Andy Powell, and his wife Zoe on the arrival of their
little girl, Francesca.

93 (EAST LANCASHIRE) SIGNAL SQUADRON (VOLUNTEERS)

oc
SSM

Maj Neil Reid
W02 Stuart Hopkinson

EXERCISE WITCHES ENDURANCE
This year the focus of Camp was on mil skills with each Sqn
completing t he Basic Dismounted Close Combat Skills (BDCCS)
package, followed by Ex SANDPIT SOLIDER, an ex designed to
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This whole idea started out as a personal quest by the author to
set himself a new challenge following some pretty extensive
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surgery involving total foot reconstruction. That major operation
was some 2 years ago and the struggle to return to fitness has
been a problem. What better incentive then but to set a personal
challenge to cycle through 5 countries in 5 days!
After discussing the notion with the SQMS, SSgt Pete Harris,
who would provide my much needed support, he convinced me
to throw open the challenge to the Sqn and raise some money for
a worthy cause or two. The enthusiasm and uptake surprised me
but then again, this is 93 Sqn. I decided lo take only 19 of the
most junior members of the Sqn and alsc; Capt Robin
Fitzpatrick, who would lead a second group of cyclists. n e
political clearances were applied for and duly granted and Ex
WITCHES ENDURANCE became a reality.
For the main part everyone trained very hard in preparation for
the event. Two deserving charities were chosen, the East
Lancashire Hospice in Blackburn and the New Manchester
Children's Hospital Appeal. These are within the 2 main recruiting
areas for the Sqn.

American War Memorial at Habay le Neuve and afterwards cycled
through the countryside ending at a campsite not far from the
French border. Day 3 and the next leg saw the groups cycling
through Givet in France and back into Belgium finally stopping at
a campsite in Avet et Auff. Day 4 was a well earned rest day.
After some deliberation, and as it was en-route, it was been
arranged for us to spend a day at the European Space Centre
near Transinne. Various activities filled the day including using the
space shuttle arm to complete a building project - the sight of
SSgt Pete Harris suspended on the arm in space would haunt
small children for life, a shuttle flight mission simulation, 3 mins
each on the gyroscope, a simulated moonwalk and a rotating
chair which rocked your eyeballs in the very sockets.
As we awoke to start Cycling Day 5, we were greeted by the
crack of thunder, flashes of forked lightening and the inevitable
driving rain! After a quick veh recce of the route it was decided
that we carry on. The only minor injuries were to LCpl Russ
Butler, who decided to dive over his handlebars, sustaining some
minor cuts and
bruises and Sig
Nicole Curry, who
fell off her bike about
1Om from the finish .
Another night in a
campsite, this time
at Arion in Belgium.

After transiting
overnight at
Maastricht Camp, the
challenge
commenced on
Sunday 29 July, a
date purposely
selected for the
The final day was
summer weather,
greeted by blazing
which should have
sunshine and the leg
been ideal. Who then
into Luxemburg was
would have thought
covered in no time at
that on the very first
all. We then
day we would be met
proceeded into
with high winds and
Germany and
torrential rain, which
covered the
in turn produced the
remaining miles up
inevitable road spray?
the picturesque
Undaunted and
Mosel valley ending
remarkably cheerful,
at Bernkastel-Kues.
both groups set off on
During this phase it
the first leg. This
was always the
commenced in
intention to sample
Germany and ended
some of the local
in Belgium after riding
produce and this
through Holland. The
was carried out
only event worth
successfully in
mentioning was a
Peisporter. On arrival
slight wobble and fall Sig Nicole Curry, Sig Charlene Warburton, LCpl Russ Butler, Sig Gareth Lewis and LCpl Ryan
at the campsite in
for one of the group
Lewis on Day 3 at Givet, France
Bernkastel-Kues the
entering Valkenburg.
2 groups joined
This was followed by the 'hill of death' out of the town, which
together for the final push and were greeted at the finish by the
beat even some of the more hardened cyclists and after the first
sp team led by SSgt Pete Harris, who had laid on suitable
day 'in the saddle' it was back to Maastricht for another fairly
celebrations.
comfortable evening.
Day 2 and the fine weather returned for the leg which was
exclusively in Belgium. We started the day with a tour of the

The 'challenge' was a great success and although the final sum
raised for the 2 deserving charities is not yet known, it has far
exceeded the original target.

40th (ULSTER) SIGNAL REGIMENT (VOLUNTEERS)
ARMY

co
RSM

Lt Col FER Whichelo
W01 (RSM) P Coates

EXERCISE HORSESHOE EAGLE 07 - CPX
This year's main annual camp took place in Nesscliffe Camp,
North Wales. If you imagine a camp from the 1940s you wouldn't
be far wrong. The ex was divided into 3 main phases: a Comd
Planning Ex (CPX), AT and mil skills.
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The CPX ensured that the Regtl Ops Team was tested in a
realistic yet challenging environment. A Military Aid to Civil
Contingency (MACC) scenario was developed by the CO,
detailing a 40 Sig Regt task to sp 38(1rish) Bde tackling major
floods within Wales and Shropshire. With this CPX just weeks
after the real time devastating floods throughout the UK, 'realistic '
was the word of the day. Immediately after docking at Birkenhead
Port from an overnight crossing the Sqn comms nodes deployed
to their ex locations throughout N Wales linking into Regt Ops at
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Nesscliffe Camp. As the scenario ramped up, an enduring
challenge was to ensure that the real-time comms picture did not
get confused with the scenario and spread confusion to the
deployed assets, who at times believed Wales was due to wash
into the Irish Sea.
The CPX heavily emphasised the continued need for close liaison
and interoperability between the Military, Civil and Blue Light
communities in order to deliver timely comms and non-comms sp
on UK Ops.
The AT phase started on the morning of Monday 13 August.
Alpha Section commanded by Sgt Gill, undertook a 20km
mountain bike ride along the towpath of the Llangollen Canal.
They were met en-route by Brig Riddell-Webster, Comd 38 Bde,
and the CO. Both gentlemen took a very keen interest in how the
troops felt overall about their trg and the ever changing roles and
demands placed upon them within today's modern army. It was
also noted at the time that in his efforts to overcome the ' pain
barrier', Sgt Gill had wrapped a field dressing around the seat of
his mountain bike - an action which had raised a few eyebrows
amongst the general public.
That afternoon the team switched roles with one of the other
Sects and took on the 40ft climbing tower located within the
camp. Some were naturals and ascended it like sure footed
mountain goats. Others stopped about halfway up and had to be
'coaxed' somewhat, with specific non-pc 'words of
encouragement' coming from W02 Fitzpatrick. The fear of
heights was not on his list of acceptable excuses, same with 'I
can no longer feel my arms' or 'I'm getting dizzy, Sir'.
Next day the teams undertook a navigation ex that consisted of a
20km cross country hike culminating in an ascent of Rodneys
Pillar. Alpha Sect was placed under the tuition of Capt Pye and
his expertise showed through when they had to locate an
opening in an abandoned railway embankment. He was able to
identify it from 1OOm away hidden beneath the hedgerow without
even getting a scratch. The weather had been a mixture of
sunshine and showers but it did not affect the pace or
enthusiasm too much. Alpha team were in fact the only ones to
reach the summit that day. All pains, strains and injuries were
quickly forgotten as they made their descent down to the RV, a
car park, which coincidentally was adjacent to a nice little country
pub. All in all the individual teams who took part felt a great
sense of achievement in learning new skills or enhancing existing
ones.
The mil skills phase lasted two and half days. The first day w.as
full of instruction covering mainly veh anti-ambush drills. Day 2
was a round-robin of test scenarios. We practised fire and
manoeuvre, veh extraction and Sig Paul Youll also learned to fly
using only himself and a Land Rover tail gate moving off at
speed. He shouted "In!" a fraction too early and found himself on
his back and left behind in a heap. Everyone laughed except the
2 instructors, W02 Wright and SSgt Good from 4 Sqn 11 Sig
Regt, who said "that wasn't in the demo". The day continued
and went well until the fire and manoeuvre when Cpl Marty
Hanna decided he needed to throw smoke to mask our
movement. There was an uneasy pause as he realised he forgot
to pull the pin; I think he was trying to throw it at the head of Cpl
John Shaw playing enemy but fell short, well I hope so anyway.
After a few more events the day came to a close when we all got
together for dinner. We all talked and laughed over what had
happened during the day and everyone seemed to get something
from the trg provided. Everyone learned something new, thanks
to the guys from 11 Sig Regt. Other than aches and pains, no
one had any complaints from the day's events.
On Friday the Sects competed in a competition which included
the Asslt Course, a gym test and Land Rover push to name a
few. Both Maj Montgomery and Maj Gamble successfully
managed to lose all the skin from their hands while sliding down
the rope, despite the perfect instruction and demonstration from
Sgt Gill. This was followed by the prize giving and promotions.
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The Commanding Officer briefing the Honorary Colonel
Congratulations go to the newly promoted Maj Dave Wilson,
W02(SSM) Holmes, LCpl Duncan, LCpl Cribben and LCpl
Colgan,
EXERCISE MOURNE MAIDEN - by Mrs Gillian Whichelo
It was a beautiful night, there was a full moon and 12 of us
trudged through the sand dunes of Ballykinler. The group was a
mixture of wives, girlfriends, sisters, neighbours and even
mothers. Our mission was to find out the secret of the TA Why
did the TA go off each weekend and why did they always return
tired, smelly but always cheerful?
As we pondered these thoughts, our leader, Sgt Morris, called
for silence as we approached the 'killing area'. We were tasked
with ambushing a Land Rover, overpowering the occupants and
locating the key to the chocolate rations. We lay in sects on the
dunes waiting for orders to be given and suddenly the adrenaline
kicked in. This was all for fun but we all began to imagine what it
must feel like if this was a real situation. For many of us, this was
a complete revelation.
Within minutes, we successfully carried out the ambush, located
the key to the chocolate supplies and then travelled back to
'base' in a 'four tonner'. The latter was an experience in itself. A
couple of us were just over 5ft in height and so the goal was to
scramble out of the truck without looking too stupid. Lt Simon
Farmer and his team then arranged drinks and snacks before
we headed off to camp beds and sleeping bags.
The group discussed the reasons why each person signed up to
the ex. One or two had previously served in the TA or
Police. Some were escaping childcare responsibilities for a night;
others had been volunteered by their TA partners and we had one
mother of a TA son who said that she wanted to go on ex before
she became too old. All agreed that we had to have another
'Wives Exercise' next year and we debated whether we should be
on ex for a couple of nights or even a week.
After a fitful night, we then spent the next morning doing 'round
robin' activities. Our first task was 'sweeping the house'. With
goggles, helmets and ear defenders, we were taught how to
'sweep' army style. The 2 in our team who were ex-Army or
Police acted as experienced professionals but the other 2 were
hopeless. There was smoke, noise, shouting and it was difficult to
work out what was happening. Once we cleared the house, we
managed to escape and immediately turned round to see if we
could try the clearance again. Our leaders (Cpls Bradshaw and
Smart) were incredibly patient but I am sure that they must have
found the whole experience very, very amusing.
Our next task was to learn how to drive a Land Rover crosscountry. We were taught by 2 excellent teachers, who took their
time and did not seem at all fazed by our lack of driving skills. It
was a brilliant axperience and will serve us all well for the future.
What did make us laugh was when the MTWO commented that
our collected driving skills were appalling. He said that he had
never seen so many hands crossing the steering wheel and
clutch hovering in his life. However the good news is that he said
that with a bit more practice we could be OK, so we will have to
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see whether there is an improvement in our driving next year.
Lastly we headed over to our 'com mand task' and we became

Hunter and Pte Housto n provided burgers, hotdogs and other
healthy options for the duration of the afternoon which went
down very well. For those with a sweet tooth the Partners' Club
provided a cake stall afternoon. Whilst manning the stall may
have made for a long afternoon for Gillian Whichelo and Helen
Finlay they were more than happy when the fire fighters popped
in for coffee and a tidy sum was raised for SSAFA. The RAO, Maj
Christine Woodrow provided a flower arranging demo and
raffled off 2 displays also in aid of SSAFA.
Other activities included a golf game organised by SSgt M ar k
Wilcox w ho managed to scare most of the c hildren off after the
first tee. A treasure hunt, organised by t he whole Wolfe family
was a big hit with the younger children as was the face painter,
balloon modelling, and craft and p ainting stall. The weather
stayed good and it was a great family day all round and many
thanks to all those w ho helped make the day a great success.

quietly confident. We might not be all braw n but w e thought we
could crack the task. W02{AQMS) Sykes had invented a task
wh ich involved us clambering over ladders, scrambling under
nets and filli ng balloons with water. The sun shone brightly and it
was hard to imagine how life could be more perfect. Needless to
say, our team managed to win this event and so we all packed
our bags to return back to the Families Day, tired , smelly but very
happy.

After briefings, we queued up to collect the route cards and
scramble around to get the routes marked on the map within the
1 hour allocated, which some managed successfully and others,
namely the beginners, did not!

The Regiment's new recruits
91st VIERDAAGSE - NIJMEGEN MARCHES 2007
- by SSgt Cathy Barker

In addition to t he Reg iment's 40th birthday celebrations held in
April, a Families Day was held on Saturday 25 August 2007. The
CO extended an invitation to local residents and it was excellent
to see a good representation from the local community. To
ensure the day ran smoothly Capt Ian Wolfe and Sgt Debbie
Wolfe were signed up on the planning committee and it was
agreed that fun was to be the order of the day. Support from the
local " Blue Light" services is always a crowd pleaser and Sgt
Debbie Wolfe used her contacts within the PSNI to full effect and
a superb police dog and handler display was one of the highlights
of the afternoon. The Community Police section from PSNI
Strandtown also provided a vehicle and crime awareness display.
Not to be outdone by the PSNI, the Fire and Rescue Service from
Knock Station arrived with a full appliance and a Bronco crane.
The ch ildren {young and old) h ad a great time playing on the
appliance and using the hoses - but the children were not best
pleased when they could not go up in the 100 Bronco crane. No
2 Army Recruiting Team from ACIO Palace Barracks provided
excellent entertainment with the climbing wall and the .22 mobile
range. Unfortunately the children suffered a bit here as the
parents got well and truly carried away.

After 6 months' long-distance trg, the 12 surviving volunteers
from across 40 Sig Regt (centred around 85 Sqn) headed off to
Holland at the end of July to take part in the 91st 4-day walks in
the town of Nijmegen in eastern Holland as part of th e Brit ish mil
contingent.
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The first day was a long hard 25 miles. I would have been
chuffed with completing just one day, but to carry on day after
day, through blisters and aching feet, was the toughest thing I
have done. I now have some idea what having the soles of my
feet beaten for hours on end feels like. Pure torture, but self
inflicted.

After refuelling and passing through scrutineering successfully the
4 teams signed on, collected their work books and marked up
their maps accordingly with Time Controls, Quiet Zones and
Cautions and awaited the briefings.

Maj Kyle and his BAFMA team

REGIMENTAL FAMILIES DAY - SATURDAY 25 AUGUST 2007
- by Capt (PSAO) Trevor Henry

Sgt Mac McCallion , who recently transferred into the Regt from
the RIR, set up his WW2 display of vehs and eqpt which was
hugely impressive and very interesting. Eqpt ranged from inert
grenades, an array of rifles and pistols, vehs and the centrepiece
was an anti-aircraft gun. The only problem incurred was getting
Maj David Wilson and his son Ben off the gun so other children
could have a play, Ben is 3 so he can be excused - Maj Wilson
needs to get out more.
As ever there were hungry mouths to feed and Sgt Dessie

The walks always start on the third Tuesday in July. We were in
the first group out of the camp gate at 0450hrs in the chilly predawn light. We had heard that the locals come out to cheer you
on but nobody was expecting an audience at that time of the
morning. They were there, though, drinking beer and cheering us
on at six o'clock in the morning and the numbers of spectators
grew as the day and days went on, until the streets were packed
for the downpour on the last afternoon.

changed for LCpl Swindell when she was informed she had been
partnered with Sig Boyd, renowned for his magnetism towards
trees, lakes and the like but was reassured slightly when told she
was the driver, although she wasn't sure if that would be an
improvement!

Of the 12 of us who started, 10 finished - some in agony. It took
raw courage to take the first few agonising steps at the start of
another 25 mile day. So would I do it again? Probably not. The
trg required takes up a lot of the few free weekends I have, and
the greater the distance covered beforehand, the greater the
chance of success. It's a big commitment. The pain is very bad
too: swollen feet squeezed onto suddenly too-small boots. The
heat was bad, not to mention the strange rashes. And it takes
weeks to get the marching songs out of your head.

Jennifer White, Tricia Nichol and Lesley Gordon hard at play

In conclusion, Ex MOURNE MAIDEN was a fantastic experience.
We learnt how much fun could be had and we started to learn
what it means to be in the TA. However the most important result
is that we all made a promise that the next time our partners
returned from camp, we would not moan about the children but
instead have a nice meal ready, a hot bath running and the pipe
and slippers sitting by the fire.

Vierdaagse began. Our thanks to Maj David Wilson for the work
and preparation he put into this phase of the event.

The fun started when each team took a left out of camp only to
be penalized 1 'fail ' for not stopping at the stop sign! The first
half proved difficult with lots of off road driving, testing the
drivers' abilities to drive in low ratio up steep inclines through
mud , loose stones and tight trees. Hidden tracks tested the
navigator w ho had to be 100% accurate with their distance
calculations. All of which tested the relationship and
communication skills between the driver and navigator.

The team in high spirits
We flew out of wet, rainy Belfast into, by our standards, hot and
sunny Holland, and joined 5,000 other mil pers from quite literally
all around the world at Camp Heumensoord . This area of wild
wood land had been transformed into a vast, plastic marquee city,
a bit like the camps in Kuwait during TELIC 1, but with more trees
and less sand. We were all newbies and none of us quite knew
what to expect. Ignorance is bliss... Before the torture started,
we had 2 days to spend on a battlefield tour, looking at Op
MARKET GARDEN . Starting down in Belgium at Joe's Bridge
(the XXX Corps start point), we followed the route of 20,000 allied
vehs up the road to Nijmegen and ultimately Arnhem , 1OOkm
away. I knew nothing of this op before I went, other than that
there was "A Bridge too Far", but this opportunity to place what
had been achieved in a geographical context was fascinating . So
many bridges, so many vehs, so many graveyards, so much
heroism.
Watching the swirling current under Nijmegen Bridge and hearing
how American troops crossed in canvas coracles under heavy fire
using their rifle butts as paddles brought home to me just how
brave these men had been. At the same time, British troops were
fighting an ultimately unsuccessful battle to hold the bridge a few
miles away at Arnhem . We all learnt a lot about the problems of
ambitious objectives, difficult logistics and impossible comms. It
is just a shame we did not have more time to spend before the
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On t he other hand, the reception we got from the Dutch people,
th e camaraderie with all the other walkers, the sheer joy of
soaking hot feet in a cold bath, the weird sweets handed out by
local children, the showers of cold water from garden hoses in
the heat of the day, the congas and limbo dancing down packed
streets at the behest of the wonderful Dutch people, the tears of
joy at finishing and the multi-national conga on the last night in
the international beer tent are all memories I will never forget.
Hmmm... Now I think about it, maybe it wasn't quite as bad as I
remember. I wonder what I'm doing next year?

Following the 1 hr mandatory half-way halt rest, each team set off
for the second phase of the ex which included a "scatter" around
2 airfields. The second phase proved equally difficult as tired ness
started taking its toll but each team fi nished, which was an
achievement in itself. No recovery needed unlike our previous ex
in Germany where many of us became acquainted with the
Foden!
Following a few hours sleep the wi nners collected their prizes and
we started the drive back to Stranraer for the ferry. We all
enjoyed the ex and learned many new skills that can be put to
use on future BAFMA events and Regtl exs.
REGIMENTAL SPORTS COMPETITION

EXERCISE BENSON BURNER 7 - 9 SEPTEMBER 07
- by LCpl Swindell
What do you get when you mix 8 keen volunteers, 4 Land Rovers
and an 800 mile round trip? Winners of 3rd Expert (Maj Ian Kyle
and Mr Billy Lyle), Best TA crew {Cpl Billy Kane and SSgt Jason
Jack) and Best Team (all of the previous) of course! The other
team members were Sig Colin Boyd, Sig Neil Marshall, Mr
Peter Mclean and the author of this LCpl Louise Swindell.
Despite the 400 mile 8.5 hr journey to reach RAF Benson we
were in good spirits and looking forward to the event. Things
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As part of the annual XL Sports competition, the RSM organised
an lnter-Sqn swimming and sports competition. The day
commenced at Lisburn Station pool and proved an easy win for
69 (NIH) Sig Sqn (Belfast). Athletics was next on the list with the
CO once again easily leading from the front on the 800m race.
Sgt Gill ably demonstrated why he once held the Army Junior
400m hurdle record .
This was another victory for 69 {NIH) Sig Sqn (Belfast) who also
went on to win the hockey and football. An excellent day was
had by all involved.
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recruiting surge events in Chelmsford and Harlow town centres.
All of these events were successful and the next stage is the Sqn
Army Insight Day which is to be held in October 2007 .

71st (YEOMANRY) SIGNAL REGIMENT
co
RSM

Lt Col CS Tallents TD
W01 P Joyce

CORPS FOOBALL 7-A-SIDE COMPETITION
When the Regtl Football Rep, W02(MTWO) Adi Escritt informed
the rest of the Regular Staff and NAPS at 71 that he had entered
us all into Corps 7s Football Competition at Blandford on 3
September, we were all quite happy to attend with the knowledge
of getting out of the office for a day. What he failed to mention at
the time was the 0500hrs time of departure from Bexleyheath on
the day. However, with all aboard the minibus on time, we were
awoken at Blandford Camp by our driver and coach for the day
W01 (SVWO) Ian Lapidge with enough time to spare to for a
'healthy' full English breakfast at The Rendezvous Cafe.
With such a wide rang ing age group and varying standards of
skill amongst the team we weren't as the saying goes 'in it to win
it' and unfortunately one of our few star players, SSgt Steve
Anderson (since sent to 40 Sig Regt M on a free transfer) got a
bad knock on his knee during the very early stages of the first
game and although the pain seemed somewhat delayed at the
time he found himself sidelined for the rest of the tournament.
However, having lost 1 and drawn 2 we found ourselves, quite
surprisingly through to the second round.
It was not such a great surprise however, when we were
dispatched from the competition in our next game by the youthful
side of 216 Sig Sqn. Consequently we were soon back on the
mini bus making our way back to East London with enough time
to beat the rush hour traffic on the M25 (although this had
nothing to do with the result).
Even though we entered the Tournament with the mentality of 'to
make the numbers up' the team had a very enjoyable day and
came away with heads held high under the circumstances and
our thanks extend to all the staff at Blandford who were involved
in organising the event and for highlighting the fact that some of
us really should hang up their boots up for good - until the next
game that is ...

wish all the best to SSgt Mordecai and his family on his posting
to 21 (AS) Sig Regt. Sgt Steve Slaughter, PSl(l) is currently on
Op TELIC. We welcome back to the Sqn, W01 Jim Swain, who
rejoins the Sqn as the Ops WO having completed 2 years as the
Regtl Senior Volunteer Warrant Officer.
Congratulations to Cpl Ian Braizer and Cpl Kate Lonergan
(AGC), and LCpl Teresa Mallia on their recent promotions, all are
well deserved. Congratulations to Capt Barry James, the Sqn
PSAO on completion of 10 years with the TA and the award of the
Volunteer Reserve Service Medal.
Finally we congratulate W02(SSM) Sam Liddle on his promotion
to W02 and he takes over from W02(SSM) Brian Maylon who
has sadly left the Sqn to pursue his 'civilian' career.
In September 2007, the Sqn took part in Ex LONG LENS, which
was the first phase of Annual Camp 07 . Ex LONG LENS took
place on Sennybridge Trg Area and was organised by our more
than able Sqn NPRS SQMS, SSgt Steve Shuttleworth and the
Sqn Ops team, notably W02 Richard Pieper and W02(YofS)
Tony Perry. Trg concentrated on core soldiering skills and living
in the field and had soldiers within the Sqn carrying out OPs,
recce patrols and 'arrest and detain' exs on Sennybridge Trg
Area. W01 Jim Swain, assisted by W01 Paul Humphreys ran a
Recruit Cadre for 4 potential recruits which was well received.
On completion of Stage 1 of Ex LONG LENS, the Sqn regrouped
on Sennybridge Camp, turnaround their eqpt and completed map
reading and route planning trg under the supervision of Sgt
Richard Marsh and Cpl Ross Nugent in preparation for 2 days
of hill walking. Having bought most of the contents of the Camp
Shop at Sennybridge Camp, the Sqn undertook hill walking
across the Brecon Beacons, in particular Pen-y-Fan.
The Hon Col , Col D Casstles DL TD visited the Sqn, while it was
based at Sennybridge Camp. All members of the Sqn
successfully completed this stage of Ex LONG LENS and then
took part in the well deserved R&R in Cardiff. Several members
of the Sqn were able to get tickets to the Wales v Australia rugby
match.

'--------~-~~~--~-~-------~--.:...-'----'"-'

70 (EY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

oc
SSM

Maj Julian Picton
W02(SSM) Sam Liddle

Recently there have been several changes in personality within
the Sqn. We say goodbye to SSgt Daz Mordecai, who leaves
the Sqn after 2 years as SPSI, and welcome in his place SSgt
Billy Matthews who has been posted to us from 7 Sig Regt. We
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Overall a good annual camp, which was enjoyed by everyone.
265 (KCLY) SUPPORT SQUADRON

oc
SSM

The second week saw the Sqn rejoin the Regt for an
FTX to test the deployment speed and skills of the
Sqn and Regtl Comms assets; and a CPX to test the
Sqn Ops Teams; both exs were based on an ICP
scenario in the LONDIST and South East areas of the
United Kingdom . Recently promoted Cpl Ian
Braizer's det had the pleasure of travelling to France
for part of the ex, much to their disappointment this
was only to the Customs Office at Dover Port and not
actually across the Channel. Maj Julian Picton lead
his Ops Team throughout the CPX providing inspiring
leadership and wit when required.

71 (Y) Signal Regiment football team

Finally on completion of all eqpt turnaround , all elements of the
Sqn returned to their respective TA Centres prior to going home.

Maj S Palmer
W02 Keeble

It's been a busy few months for the lads and lasses of 265 (KCLY)
Sp Sqn (Sharpshooters); promotions, AT and annual camp.

In August, Capt Sean Wardle led himself, Capt (then Lt) James
Greenrod, LCpl Williams and Pte Wayne Ede round the Three
Peaks Challenge. They finished in the early hours of Sunday
morning at the base of Mount Snowdon in a time of 23 hrs and
30 mins. A fantastic achievement and one that they hope to
better next year.

oc
SSM

Maj Mike Smith
W02 Dave Lambert

April saw the Sqn deploying on it's annual battlefield study. This
year the destination was Villers Boccage. Together with 265
(KCLY) Sig Sqn, whose predecessors, The Sharpshooters, saw
action here in 1944, the Sqn obtained a thorough understanding
of the difficulties of manoeuvre warfare in the tight hedgerow
lined cultivated countryside of Normandy. This coupled with the
local vin rouge, fromage and the unusual hospitality, made it one
of the most successful study trips in recent years.

September brought with it our annual trg camp. The first week
saw the Sqn head off to Penhally Camp in Wales with the first 3
days spent concentrating on trade trg. It still allowed time in the
evening for a few sporting activities which unfortunately resulted
in a broken wrist for Sig Aaron Pinchbeck. Despite this, he
soldiered on and was able to complete his trade trg.
The latter part of the week saw the Sqn embarking on a coastal
walk, romping over the Brecon Beacons before ending with an
lnter-Sqn potted sports competition. LCpl Singh led his team,
Capt Alex Downing, W02 Adrian Keeble and Pte "Smudger''
Smith over Corn Du and Pen-y-fan (twice) in a time of 5 hrs and
5 mins to take the winner's trophy in Ex SHARP BREGON . While
Capt Steve Slaney and his team ; SSgt Kevin Young, Cpl Pete
Alsop, LCpl Singh (again) and Pte Wayne Ede, showed they
were the best when it came to throwing objects into buckets,
pushing Land Rovers and running about with water jerry cans by
claiming top spot in the Potted Sports competition.
The week ended with a fantastic night out to say a formal
goodbye to our ever popular SPSI , SSgt Steve Anderson before

The second week ended with presentations to the Bde Comd on
Ex LONG LENS and presentations from the CGS Briefing Team,
CVHQ and the Adjt, Capt Holly Richardson on JPA and OJARs.
On the Thursday night of the second week, the Regt had an ORs
function at Chelmsford TA Centre, at which all members of the
Regt took part in the Line Dancing arranged by the Adjt!

The Squadron Honour Guard, commanded by Capt Beattie form up at
Uxbridge Civic Centre prior to the Freedom of Uxbridge Parade

Within a week of returning from the triumph of Normandy, the
Sqn was formed up and ready to receive the Freedom of entry to
the Borough of Hillingdon. The formal parade was presided over
by the Mayor of Hillingdon, Cllr David Routledge. Other notable
guests included the Deputy Mayor, Cllr Catherine Dann, The
Sqn Hon Col, Col Grocott and the CO of 71 (Y) Sig Regt, Lt Col
Craig Tallents. Special thanks must be given to Cpl Manoj
Gandhi for not only capturing the whole event on film, but in his
absence proving that the entire Sqn can march in step. With his
usual eloquence Capt Hugh Beattie fell out 'Forty Sex
Middleseven Yeomanry Signal Squadron', in the late afternoon.
The Sqn were lucky indeed to have Maj Mike Lansdown still in
post for the Freedom Parade as the arrival of Maj Mike Smith, on
promotion, in May 2007 decreased the Sqn's drill effectiveness
significantly. The Sqn wishes Maj Lansdown all the best on his
next appointment as CO of 36 (E) Sig Regt early in the New Year.
It was not long before the new OC got a chance to see his Sqn in
action with a series of exs throughout the summer designed to
test a broad range of skills.

As part of the Sqn recruiting activities, Cpl Denton, LCpl Burr
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For the Reebok crew, annual camp this year entered a third week
with the crew deploying to Wellington Barracks in sp of Ex
LONDON RESPONDER. Eventually wrapping things up on the
last Saturday of September to head home for a well deserved rest
and looking forward to the many challenges and exs planned in
the run up to Christmas.
47 (MIDDLESEX YEOMANRY) SIGNAL SQUADRON

The summer started with a change round in pers due to
promotions and postings; the SSM , W02 Martyn Feather moved
to RHO as ROMS M. Newly promoted W02 Adrian Keeble took
over as the new SSM . Newly promoted W02 Adam Twose also
moved RHQ as MTWO M. Picking up their well deserved first
stripes were LCpls Jeff Porter, Darsh Singh and Steve 'Taff'
Williams. Annual camp also saw a very well deserved promotion
to Capt James Greenrod while our current SPSI, SSgt Steve
Anderson ended his tour of duty with the Sqn and headed off to
40 Sig Regt in Northern Ireland.

Overall the Sqn did well in both the FTX and CPX and
learnt new skills and improved on existing skills and
provided additional manpower to the other Sabre Sqns
in the Regt.

and Sig Muir assisted W02 David Naylor with a series of

the Sqn deployed to the Cinque Ports trg area for the ex phase of
the camp. Deploying with the rest of the Regt; the Sqn provided
comms and sp to the Regt from its bases at Napier Barracks and
North Court Farm before ending the ex back at Chelmsford TA
Centre for the turnaround phase and various presentations. LCpl
Harries showed his fancy footwork at the line dancing event on
the Thursday evening before declining an invitation to star in the
next series of Britain's Got Talent.

Football - the 265 way!
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The first of these was Ex YEOMAN WARRIOR on Salisbury Plain
in June. This was a high intensity urban and green field patrolling
ex designed to test JNCOs. The ex was organised by our PSAO
Capt David Gibson and proved to be one of his specials.
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Gazelle recces, arms caches, IEDs, 'endless' cordon and
controls, multiple ambushes and a riotous local population
(admirably provided by 191 Uxbridge ACF) proved an excellent
change from the Sqns core UK Ops role. The sight of Cpls
Palmer and Langley asleep arm-in-arm at dusk on the Saturday
proved that the weekend had tested a 1en the fittest of the
JNCOs. A short interlude was just enough for Capt Gibson and
SSgt Cummings to go for a record fourth bacon and egg buttie
of the day, before the final surge to capture that most illusive of
enemies BT Lambo.
Next up was Ex YEOMAN MUSKETEER held at Pirbright in July.
The shooting weekend of the Summer involved almost the entire
Regt's allocation of rounds!! The event also gave the Middlesex
Yeomanry Association a chance to shoot against the Sqn; Sgt
Sophie Spittle finally hitting something smaller than the
proverbial barn door. Needless and thankfully to say, the Sqn
won; luckily more than a group and zero was practised first.

Cpl Bansal presents plaques to the Mayor and other members of
Hillingdon council in recognition of their efforts in driving forward
the Freedom of Uxbridge for the Sqn
Not only a new Sqn Comd, but a new Mayor of Hillingdon; Cllr
Catherine Dann having taken the hot seat. What better timing to
introduce the Mayor to the Sqn that at the annual Strawberry
Supper in August. The invitation, as always, was extended not
only to the local mil units, but councillors, universities, schools
and even the local MP.
The turnout was high as they had probably got wind of the
veritable feast being prepared by SSgt Cynthia Jackson; the
OC's speech being noticeably shorter this year thanks in part to
the presence of a chocolate fountain. The attendance of the
Mayor's PR department led to a veritable photo shoot of the
Sqn's pers. Never has so much lens time been dedicated by so
many to so few. The husband and wife recruiting team of W02

Dave Lambert and Sgt Jean Lambert proved a hit - more so as
the SSM would probably double these up as the family portrait
shots for the year.
Life in 47 is not all mil exs and entertaining, there is also AT. Ex
YEOMAN WANDERER in August commenced with a marathon 5
hr drive down to Penhale Camp in north Cornwall. An early start
to Day 1 could not prevent the weather from taking its usual toll
on events. The pre-eminent event of coasteering had to be
abandoned because of 18 ft swells. Undaunted and equally
determined not to be parted from their beloved neoprene suits,
the Sqn alighted at Westward Ho! for a spot of surfing. As the
only one who had done this before, the exped leader, Capt Mike
Curtis-Rouse dutifully showed the Sqn his 'Five-0' moves on the
beach before the cry of 'surfs up' was heard. It was noticeable
that the slighter members of the Sqn fared better than those of a
larger stature; OCdt Rosie Ewbank and Cpl Jaz Bansal proving
very competent indeed. Most improved surfer was Sig Hitesh
Mehta - not being able to swim did not prove a handicap! After
such an exhausting day a well earned beer and BBQ was what
the doctor ordered; SSgt Gary Cheshire once again proving he is
the BBQ King.
The last, but by no means least event during this period was 71
(Y) Sig Regis annual 2 week battlecamp. This was a two phase
affair. Phase 1 saw the Sqn co-located with 68 (IC&CY) Sig Sqn
at Knook Camp on SPTA. This first week saw OCdt Ewbank,
W02 Lambert, SSgt Cheshire, Sgt Ian Lane and LCpl Gary
Larner passed their CMCQ course, Cpl Gandhi pass his NBC
Eqpt Instructors course and Cpl Bansal and Sig Hagger finally
fami liarised themselves with a Land Rover. The final 3 days
involved a mini AT package in South Wales. The newly arrived
SPSI , SSgt Dave Stedman, with too many AT quals to count,
further enhanced the Sqn 's climbing skills: first found one month
before in Penhale. The Sqn's thanks go to 68 for a well run trg
package and to 14 Sig Regt for supplying the much needed
climbing eqpt and short notice.
A day off in Weymouth which included an inflatable dolphin, a
spider pig and too many portly hairy blokes playing football on
the beach bridged the gap to the start of Phase 2.
Phase 2 commenced in the small hours of a Monday morning
and involved the Sqn's Comms dets deploying to the area of the
Cinque Ports. The concept of the ex was to test the UK Ops
Comms Eqpt in various green and urban sites, both mil and
civilian . As usual, no plan survived contact with SSgt Cheshire
who had Cpl Gandhi's AGV in meltdown within 3 hours of
arriving in location. Meanwhile in the CBeebies CST det, all was
well, as LCpl Caz Barnfield had carefully selected her crew; the
inclusion of the SSM as driver proved invaluable. As a BT
Engineer W02 Lambert has the ability of a Blue Peter presenter
to make comms kit work with just the bare essentials. Phase 2
backed up the Sqn's belief: Comms - no problem.

EXERCISE SUMMER CHALLENGE 2007
Congratulations to Sig Chris Grieve who has successfully
completed his Phase 2 and Phase 3 Trade Trg during the 7 week
SUMMER CHALLENGE programme (an initiative by 51 Bde to
condense basic trg for TA soldiers into 6 weeks over the
summer). He follows in the family footsteps of his uncles Fred
and Mark, both serving with 2 Sqn. Also completed their Phase
3 Trg are Sigs Steve Smith and Marissa Scott. Thanks also to
Cpl Neil Carr who has instructed in several of the past ICS (NC)
Class 3 Trade Trg courses. Not forgotten are Sigs Wood,
McAllister and Cooper who have worked away in the
background of SUMMER CHALLENGE 07 helping provide the GD
sp throughout.
EXERCISE CELTIC RISING - ANNUAL CAMP
The Low Frequency Fallback Broadcast (LFFB) system has been
the Main Effort of Annual Camp 07. It had been 4 months since
our last successful 9 day deployment, so we were anxious to
prove that we could exceed our and 2 (NC) Sig Bde expectations.
The OC looked on as the LFFB site gathered shape. He
commented later that although it looked like organised chaos with
earth cables, SATCOM wires, ISO containers, HACCON jacks,
Ground Handling Equipment (GHE) everywhere, everyone
involved got about their tasks with the minimum amount of fuss.
However, this is the nature of the beast that is LFFB and as those
who are experienced with building flat pack furniture knows, it is
always worse looking at all the bits laid out at first - but the
finished product always comes right in the end.
Our on site, RN Meteorological attache, Capt Chuck Williams
USN provided us with our inflation window and it was all hands
on deck to prepare, inflate and transfer the Aerostat to the GHE
with the rover winches and get ready for flight.
The troops have worked hard throughout camp by launching,
radiating and successfully recovering the Aerostat from 5000ft.
During his visit, Comd 2 (NC) Sig Bde fitted in some of his own
Aerostat Launch and Recovery drills (an honour indeed for a
visitor!) under the direction of Flight Control Officers (FCO) SPSI
SSgt George Cowan and Comms Tp Sgt Kev Mclean. DGISS
OOPS Brig Terrington and Col Grogan also visited and
remarked upon the commitment, determination and
professionalism of all Sqn soldiers as they manage to
successfully deploy the system for over 3 weeks in every year
and still maintain their FFR.
Indeed, the ultimate accolade for the Sqn was to receive a 'BZ'
from the RN in the shape of formal signal from Comd Ops Sub
Fleet, it read:

and Carmichael firing the mortars from the Firing Point with MT's
own Cpl Tracey Coates directing the Fire Plan from the Mortar
Control Point. Our thanks go to the pl for giving the soldiers the
opportunity to not only take part but also answer the range of
questions fielded by Sqn members.
ADVENTURE TRAINING AT HALTON CAMP
- by Sig Marissa Scott
Arriving at Halton Trg Camp was like arriving at Bullins Holiday
Camp, but without the Butlins or indeed the holiday (and that was
just the Yellow Coats of SSgt Dave Honeyman and Sgt Rod
Hamilton!) But, nothing beats a good old WW2 Green Shed.
Everyone received their briefing on safety activities and then were
taken to their accn.
Being the only female in my sect, I knew I might be in a different
block but I was not prepared for the barbed wire fence
surrounding my billet nor the "special key" needed for the gate.
To this day I am still not sure whether it was to keep the women
in or the men out!
A CLASSIC DAY OUT
A quick early morning Alpine style coffee stop with Sgt Billy
Morris, Cpl Barry Gayton, LCpl Chalky Batchelor and Sig
Chris Grieve was followed by a glorious summer's day on the
hill. Setting off and facing a straight uphill climb to Helvelyn was
hard work, a mental struggle and physically very tiring, especially
with the weather but the experience once you reach the ridge
was worth it.
Striding Edge itself was fantastic fun and a challenge to me.
Being new to the mountains, I found scrambling being a matter of
where to place your feet and which rocks to grab in order for you
to climb. It is so exhilarating and it makes you forget that you are
actually going uphill. I've definitely caught the bug now.
Mountain biking started off along an unused railway track, first
stop at the pub made famous by Gordon Ramsay but we
couldn't find out whether it was as good as its reputation as we
were unfortunately too early for any refreshments. Setting off
again we faced a major uphill climb and several times we had
punctuated rest stops. We had an eventful time negotiating farm
livestock, shrapnel from an unofficial grouse shoot as well as
being whacked in the face by a large wasp whilst descending
"Yahoo" Hill. I never realised that Mountain Biking could be as
dangerous as Mountain Hiking.
Hats off to SSgt Dave Honeyman and Sgt Hamilton for their 87
puncture repairs, after finding themselves being ambushed by
thorns.

"The above ex has successfully demonstrated the capability of a
truly unique asset. 2 Sigs notable achievements during this period
include proving end to end sitcom connectivity for the first time
along with dynamic frequency changes and proven third party
printability. These milestones were facilitated by the
professionalism and enthusiasm demonstrated by 2 Sig Sqn".
MILITARY SKILLS AND MORTARS

2 (CITY OF DUNDEE) SIGNAL SQUADRON
(VOLUNTEERS)
- by Lt Heather Lawrie
Summer 2007 has been full of challenges and changes for the
Sqn. We bade farewell in August to Maj Andy Mccole and his
wife Sharon on their posting to Chicksands with the Int Corps.
His final weekend with the Sqn took place at the Periodic
Operational Refresher Training (POITT) held at Gordon Barracks,
Aberdeen. The junior ranks presented the OC with a Limited
Edition bottling of his favourite Islay Whisky. The Sqn would like
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to take the opportunity to thank him for the past 2 years and to
wish him all the best for the future but not to "break a leg" during
his next posting.
We are delighted to welcome our new OC, Maj Bleddyn
Williams, his wife Christine and family to the Sqn. Our new OC
has already made his mark by promising that by the end of his
tenure we'll all be into Long Distance Running and Triathlons. PT
will never be the same again!
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Our concurrent Range Package is produced by Sqn 21C Capt
Davey Crockett, W02(SSM) Wullie Smith and Comms Tp Sgt
Glen Davidson. Getting rock solid basics in shooting are proving
to be the key in the Sqn's success as the 21C's team went about
coaching each soldier in applying the Marksmanship Principles in
the DCCT. Sig Sam 'Bob' McAllister is thinking up her own ,
very unique variation in remembering them.
Day 2 concentrated on the 25m range, perfecting different firing
positions in preparation for the full range day on Day 3. This
formula proves popular and soldiers are improving tremendously.
The importance of good wpn and personal Mil Skills were further
reinforced by the visit to 2 Scots Inf Cadre. It was an invaluable
insight into the daily life of an 81 mm Mortar Pl with Sigs Howard
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Firing the 81mm mortar

515

4 MECHANISED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (204)
oc
RSM

Maj PR Griffiths
W01 (RSM) Batley

4 Mech Bde HQ & Sig Sqn (204) will deploy on Op TELIC 11 in
November. During this challenging but enjoyable period, we have
also had several personality changes within the Sqn. The QM,
Capt Jim Duncan and ROMS, W02 Watt have both moved on to
be replaced by a dashing new team in the form of Capt Pete
Hatton, as the new QM , and W02 Midgley, as the new ROMS.
Furthermore, after BATUS, the Sqn said a fond farewell to SSgt
Smith and Sgt Towers who will both be missed. Capt Dave
Burnett also handed over the enormous privilege of commanding
Alamein (now Euphrates) Tp to a highly competent Lt James
Osterloh. He also left him all The Wire notes to sort out - thanks
Dave.
Finally, a very warm and sincere welcome to the augmentees who
have joined us from 1(UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt and 3 (UK}
Div HQ & Sig Regt. They have already made a very positive
impression in the Sqn and we hope you enjoy your tour with us.
The Black Rats - Hell for Leather.
BATUS - EXERCISE MEDMAN 1 - by LCpl Jase Brown
After a phased deployment, 204 Sig Sqn arrived in Calgary, all
excited for the adventure that lay ahead. Sleeves up and sun
cream at the ready, we headed for the tpt to be met with a
blizzard from hell. With warm kit in the hold luggage, there was a
sprint for the bus and a long cold journey to BATUS followed.
After a night's sleep, the lads and lasses ventured out to see what
Camp Crowfoot had to offer. They found the only place for a brew
was the Crowfoot cafe; I think the word is 'captive audience'. At
the exchange rate, a cheeseburger was rough ly equal to a Ford
Mondeo!
With the ex ahead, all of the armour needed prepping and it
wasn't long before the mighty Messina Tp, with attachments from
Rhine and Alamein Tps, were rolling off the dust bowl for a trg ex
to teach the young pups the ropes. It was 2Lt Rice's first real ex
in the Sqn. He was visibly excited as he donned his DPM tank
suit, applied his cam cream and the vehs lined up behind him.
What he didn't expect though was that only 4 out of 10 AFV432s
would make it to the complex location due to mechanical faults not the perfect start to his life as Tp Comd with the Black Rat
Bde!
After all the vehs were fixed and the trg ex completed, the Tp redeployed to EXCON Hill for the HICON phase of the ex. The HQ
was established in its usual professional manner and the soldiers
of the Sqn worked to their normal high standards, ensuring the
staff could run the battle and drink brews to their hearts' content.
LCpl Brown got the prestigious role of driving the Bde Comd to
follow the battle in his Warrior. 24hrs non-stop work got to him
but he managed not to get too lost, leaving his career aspirations
intact.
After time off in Calgary and some excellent AT and the change in
the weather, Prairie Dog feeding videos and random nights in
Medicine Hat, we returned home to Osnabruck. The guys and
girls would like to bid a fond farewell to SSgt Ritchie Smith and
Sgt Chico Towers who are both posted out and thank them for
all their hard work and effort. They will be missed!
204 SIGNAL SQUADRON FAMILY FUN DAY
On Saturday 7 July, the soldiers and families of 204 Sig Sqn and
the staff of 4 Mech Bde came together for a Family Fun Day at
Quebec Barracks in OsnabrOck. The day raised over £500 for the
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Army Benevolent Fund and also gave the cha~ce to get together
away, from the working environment and provide a break 1n the
hectic schedule.
The central theme was an 'It's a Knockout' competition with 4
teams entering and adding to the fun by wearing fancy dress.
Maj Faux and Capt Holden gave the 'Boys Brigade' team some
super hero assistance dressed as Batman and Robin. ?fn John
seemed to ignore the 'Wild Boys' pirates theme by turning up
dressed as Scooby Doo.
The Comms Tps were their uniformed selves with 'Spammed' all
coming as Rambo wannabes whilst Messina Wonders were
dressed as turtles - Sgt Towers looked less than impressed with
LCpl Manning's idea! The 4 events were all intended to be jovial
but the competitive edge of all participants soon kicked in.
Smiles and laughter hid the desire to win and even a torrential
downpour couldn 't deter the Messina Wonders from winning the
trophy at the end of the day.
More winners were found at the stalls created by the soldiers of
204 Sig Sqn. LCpl Vallelly and Sig McKenzie organised a
penalty shootout competition and LCpl Woods and Sig Smith
ran a fun house giving children and grown ups alike the
opportunity to win prizes ranging from sweets to mobile phones
and portable DVD players. Similar awards could be found on
LCpl lngledew-Harteveldt, Sig Bahr and Sig Pople's Basketball
and Football stand and also on LCpl Marsden, Sig Haslam and
Sig Jordan's Chip Shot Golf game.
More attractions were laid out with Chiefy's Stocks headed up by
the Sqn Chief Clerk, SSgt Hargreaves. Messina Tp took great
pleasure in drenching their Tp Comd , 2Lt Sam Rice, as soon as
they noticed he had been dragged in . Some found it difficult
however to hit such a small target! Free bouncy castles, bungee
run, sumo wrestling, children 's magician and archery were also
provided to keep everyone entertained.
A surprise auction was held later in the evening which saw
W01(RSM) Batley's prized Sean Bean autographed photos up
for grabs as well as other personal possessions from the Sqn's
hierarchy. LCpl Alderson was also found bidding for the safe
return of his car from the event committee.

Sig McMonigle showed her match winning skills in the centre
position during the next game with 16 Sig Regt. The girls beat
their travelling companions 12 - 10; a close competition but a win
nonetheless.
The final of the championship between 204 Sig Sqn and 30 Sig
Regt was a closely fought match but in the end was deservedly
won by 30 Sig Regt 14 - 12, leaving 204 Sig Sqn to collect 2nd
place.
With the competition over and awards given, LCpl lngledewHarteveldt was back in the driver's seat and on the way to York
for the following day's Rounders competition. That night, the girls
made the most of the opportunity to let their hair down and
celebrated a successful tour so far.
Early the next day, the girls kicked off their campaign against
York's resident unit, 2 Sig Regt. Unfortunately the game ended
with 204 Sig Sqn losing by a considerable margin (perhaps not
enough sleep ladies?). Following a serious team talk, the girls
went into the next game against 16 Sig Regt needing to win.
During the game, Cpl Morris ' made friends' with a QMSI after
nearly ploughing into her rugby style. The aggressive tactics paid
off and 204 Sig Sqn won the game, placing them 2nd in their
group and putting them through to the semi finals against 22 Sig
Regt. This was another successful game, with some great
pitching by Sig Bradley.
The competition ended as it had started with 204 Sig Sqn
meeting 2 Sig Regt in the final. The girls fought hard to win but
only managed 2nd place. On the up side, LCpl lngledewHarteveldt and Sig McMonigle were asked to represent the
Corps at Rounders in the future!

On the 10th and 11th of July 2007, 204 Sig Sqn deployed an elite
team of female athletes from OsnabrOck, Germany to compete in
the Inter-Unit Netball and Rounders Championships.
After a minibus mishap (thanks, lads!), the girls joined forces with
16 Sig Regt females to travel to the UK. Eventually (after a 12hr
trip), the girls arrived in sunny Nuneaton at 30 Sig Regt.
The next morning saw the start of the Netball competition. With
all the girls feeling refreshed, the first game was a success, with
204 Sig Sqn beating 22 Sig Regt 19 - 5. Some excellent goal
shooting was seen from LCpl Thomas and Sig McWhir in
particular.
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Sig Thomson on the CFX

The Confirmatory Training Ex was the finale to the trg. Held over
an intensive 48hr period, this was the Sqn's opportunity to prove
that it was ready to deploy to Iraq. Based on an inf scenario, the
multiples completed numerous tasks such as VCPs, route
clearances, interpreter liaison and response to indirect fire.
Passing with flying colours, we move on to the next pre-tour
challenge ...

All in all , the 2 day event was a huge success for the Sqn. Being
placed 2nd in both competitions was a great achievement for a
minor unit with very little practice. Come on, lads ...
OP TELIC 11 PREPARATION
Since summer leave, the Sqn has been busy preparing for Op
TELIC 11. Alamein Tp has become Euphrates and Messina has
morphed into Tigris Tp. There has been a myriad of activities:
centralised OPTAG, unit mil skills trg, live firing camps and the
Confirmatory Trg Ex.
As well as enhancing trade skills (the STA course list seems never
ending), the trg package has provided the opportunity to work on
basic inf skills from live firing to basic patrolling to petrol bomb
inoculation (A big well done to the oompa loompa fire team, ail 5ft
tall and all made the three quarter length shields seem massive!)

The day was a great success, even with the rain, and this is
largely down to the guys and girls of the Squadron putting in so
much time and effort to make it work. A few special mentions
have to go to Sgt Haskell, Cpl Stanton, Sig Laurie and Sig
Miles for all their out of hours work, but most of all to Kgn
Saxton and Sig McMonigle, whose tireless efforts in the weeks
prior to the event and on the day itself made the whole thing
come together - great work all!
ROYAL SIGNALS INTER-UNIT NETBALL AND ROUNDERS
CHAMPIONSHIPS

This, coupled with the extensive driver trg programme, ncluding
Bulldog, Snatch and Warrior (led by King of the Armour, LCpl
Jase Brown) has meant that the Sqn has been more than a bit
busy!

Introduction to petrol bombs - hot feet anyone?

7 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (207)
oc
RSM

Maj RJ Carter
W01 (RSM) MS Ord

BATTLEFIELD TOUR PART ONE - MARKET GARDEN
- LCpl Hooley
The first week in October saw a number of the Sqn depart Hohne
on a battlefield tour kindly arranged by Maj Copley-Smith, the
BEME. The battlefield tour was to take in the battles of Op
MARKET GARDEN and the Battle of the Bulge, and provide the
Sqn with some well earned down time.
The tour started on Monday at the Munster Tank Museum , as the
BEME introduced us to his passion, armd vehs and the
development of armd warfare up to the vehs used in WW2 , we
then made the arduous journey to Elmpt Station to rest before the
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next day. From there on, the battlefield tour really began. We
started by visiting 'Joe's Bridge', the first bridge of Op MARKET
GARDEN and then went to the Valkenswaard War Cemetery
where the first casualties were laid to rest, 3 of whom were
Signalmen.

101 LOGISTIC BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (261)

It was there that Cpl 'John' Ryan led a small service for us,
kindly prepared by the Padre. It was sobering to find out that the
latter stages of WW2 were effectively won because of a war of
attrition rather than greater skill or leadership on the part of the
Allies. With crosses placed at the headstones of the Signallers
and a wreath laid at the memorial cross, it was time to move on
and visit the rest of the key places and the bridge at Arnhem that
turned out to be 'a Bridge too Far'.

OC
RSM

It has certainly been an interesting time for the Sqn in the last
couple of months; with the massive change over of personalities
to the preparations for re-subordinating under the newly formed
HTF 11 .

That evening a number of us stayed for a meal in Arnhem, most
having a comparatively quiet but enjoyable time at the Airborne
Cafe (it had to be done). LCpl 'Kenco' McKechnie and Ctn
'Ginge' Fields went off elsewhere, and came back weaponised 2
hours later with tales of being drunk under the table by an
octogenarian veteran .

Maj Copley-Smith sets the scene

average 6 bodies in each grave, most of them were unknown
soldiers. The youngest was under 17 and the oldest was 52 . It
was interesting to see the difference between the German and
Allied cemeteries.
Our next stop was the Bastogne Historical Centre. Here a huge
monument in the shape of a star was dedicated by the Belgian
people to the entire American Army of the WW2. The star was
lined with the names of all the American states. We climbed to
the top of the memorial and the BEME gave us a layout of the
ground around the memorial and told us where the Germans and
Allies would have been at the time.

Rats on the steps of the Airborne Museum

From the memorial we went to the Historical Centre. In the
centre we saw a vast array of WW2 memorabilia, from American
flamethrowers to German officers' uniforms to armd vehs. With a
recorder as a tour guide the centre was very educational and the
video at the end of the tour only added to this. After the visit to
the Historical Centre, we presented the BEME with a few gifts as
a thank you to him for sharing his knowledge with us on the tour.
SUPPORT TROOP

BATTLEFIELD TOUR PART TWO - THE BATTLE OF THE
BULGE - LCpl McKechnie
We left the battlefields of Op MARKET GARDEN in Holland and
headed for the site of the Battle of the Bulge in Belgium. We got
to our hotel in good time and couldn't wait to make our way
around the town of Bastogne, made famous by the American
101 st Airborne. The day started with an episode of Band of
Brothers to set the scene of the battlefield we would be going to.
We then set out in our convoy of minibuses to the woods
surrounding the town of Foy.
Before we entered the woods, we were shown a memorial
dedicated to the men of Easy Coy, 2nd Bn 101st Airborne, 506th
Para Inf Regt. The BEME, who was our tour guide throughout the
week, showed us a plaque on the side of the monument. It said
that the memorial was constructed thanks to donations by Mr
and Mrs Tom Hanks, CBO USA, the Jeep Corporation USA and
Playtime Productions, all of whom had something to do with the
war time drama 'Band of Brothers'. From there we made our way
onto the woods and looked around for a while before we found
the foxholes that the troopers used as cover from the German
artillery fire. From the baseline that they would have used, we
made our way to the town of Foy. As we waited for the
minibuses to come back to pick us up, the only entertainment we
had was LCpl 'Ted' Just who randomly climbed a tree and then
viciously attacked LCpl 'Sarah' Falcous with a nettle leaf.
From Foy we then made our way to a German war cemetery with
Cpl 'Jim' Street on the mend from his drinking session the night
before. In the cemetery there were just under 7000 bodies but
only just over 1000 graves. This means that there were on
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Maj IR Hargreaves
W01 A Morris
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ROMS
Tp SSgt

Capt P Hay
W02AWyatt
SSgt A Fraser

Since our last submission, we have had to welcome to quite a
few new faces within the Tp, which also means saying goodbye
to a few old ones. Those leaving us have been SSgt 'Glen'
Revel, LCpl 'Jim' Wroe and Sig 'Damian' Flowers. A special
farewell is saved for the SQMS SSgt 'Steve' Walton and his wife
Danni who were dined out at the Sgts' Mess after completing his
22 years colour service. Steve has handed the reins over to
SSgt 'Phil' Culton , former SSgt of Bravo Troop, who now joins
our team.
W02 RQMS 'Andy' Wyatt is due to leave us on promotion to
RSM after Ex ULAN EAGLE but we welcome W02 'Calvin' Kielty
in his place. As for the new arrivals, we welcome the new QM
Capt 'Phil' Hay (ex 14 Sig Regt), SSgt 'Al ' Fraser and Sig
'Georgie' Atkins (ex 11 Sig Regt), Cpl 'Rob' Vaughan and Sig
'Adam' Mitchell (ex 1 (UK) Armd Div HQ & Sig Regt) and Cpl
Michael' Timmerman (ex 1Bn REME).
There are a few congratulations to announce within the Tp as
well: Sgt Law, not only for passing his driving examiners course
but for being awarded Man of the Match in the BAG Minor Units
Football Cup Final, which we won 4 - 0 against 1 RMP. Further
congratulations are passed to LCpl 'Mickey' Stoker and LCpl
'Cheryl' Stevenson for both passing their Class One trade
courses, Sig 'Dan' Hardy on becoming an NBA coach and finally
LCpl 'Frankie' Ndegwa and Ctn 'Kenny' Kennedy on their
selection for promotion to Cpl and LCpl respectively.
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We welcome Maj IR Hargreaves as our new OC and W01 (RSM)
Morris as the new RSM and that is only the tip of the iceberg. A
new QM in the guise of Capt AB Lothian and RQMS in the form
of W02(RQMS) S McKenzie. We wish you a happy and
successful tour with us here.
RE-SUBORDINATION OF 261 SIGNAL SQUADRON FROM 101
LOGISTICS BRIGADE TO HTF 11 - by Lt F Tedby
With the op tempo as it is, many of us could be forgiven for our
narrow view of the bigger picture. However, here at 261 we have
been afforded a chance to take that all important "Condor
Moment"; an additional 1 star HQ is required to maintain the
levels of commitment we currently have in Iraq and Afghanistan.
261 Sig Sqn have been selected to provide the ICS sp to that
new HQ.
Pending Governmental approval, the final name of the Bde sized
formation will be 11 Inf Bde and will be formed from units from
other formations; but we will be the first to come under OPCOM
HTF 11 as at 5 November 2007. The formation will revive the 11
Armd Div identity and insignia as seen in the form of the Black
Bull and we will say goodbye to "Sammy''.
The Sqn will be part of this new formation from its inception
through all the trg to its culmination and an op tour in Afghanistan
in October 2009 (Op HERRICK 11). It is an exciting time in the
Sqn as you can expect with all eyes firmly set on the goal of
HERRICK 11. Sadly this rebirth will only last until May 2010 when
the formation will be disbanded and all the units re-subordinating
to their original Bdes.

Sig Stu Kieghley in his Stand-To postion
EXERCISE VIPERS EYE - by Lt F Tedby
With everyone safely back from Op TELIC 9 a lot of re-trg was
required to get pers back into the swing of things here in sunny
Aldershot. That trg took the form of Ex VIPERS EYE; a Sqn level
deployment into the field.

Much later that day after control had returned to Main more
attacks came in, this time we adopted a much more aggressive
posture and took the counter-offensive right to the enemy. They
were certainly not expecting us to do this as Sig Emma Gullen
and Lt Tedby came barrelling through their positions pepper
potting all the way. Another attack successfully quashed. "None
shall attack with impunity" should become the new Tp motto.

The whole Sqn deployed to a nearby trg area, mimicking forming
up in a staging area where we remained for 2 days prior to redeployment as per the tactical scenario. During our tenure in the
staging area we were visited by the South West & London Army
Recruiting team and their 30 or so charges. They were given the
opportunity to look around the different HQs and the chance to
ask the soldiers for the undiluted truth about life in the Army and
the Royal Signals specifically.

Another re-deployment followed shortly after; this time into a hide
location for the remainder of the night and on to a protected
compound in the morning. The move was welcomed for more
than one reason, it is true an Army marches on its stomach and
we were to meet up with a chef and cook set at the release point.
Smiles all round. The new location was much better than the
first, a building with doors and lockable gate; security at last.

Re-deployment followed into the wilderness areas of
'Hampshiria'. Bravo Tp Forward HQ was first to move to provide
a comd presence on the ground whilst the Alpha Tp Main HQ and
Ech moved.

All credit for an upsurge in morale must go to LCpl Duncan , our
chef, who managed to keep us going with some excellent food; rt
was concerning to see Cpl Evans our ED behind the pots and
pans helping him though.

As Fwd moved into the green field site, it became apparent that
we were ideally placed for comms but it would difficult to protect
due to the sheer number of entry points. It wasn't long before
our fears were recognised as a few probing attacks were
attempted and successfully repelled. The vigilance of the sentries
and the speed at which the QRF were ready was certainly a key
factor in the protection of the site.

After 3 more days in this location we began our move back to
Rushmoor Arena to set up in readiness for a visit by the
SOinC(A). He was treated to seeing all 3 of the deployable HQs
and all of the capabilities they can provide. The SOinC(A)'s
departure heralded the end of the ex and the end of 2 years in
comd for Maj Dave Worden. We hope he enjoyed the time he
spent with the Sqn and wish him all the best for the future.
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BOWTAT BPX CONFIRMATION PACEX
- by Sig Davies and Sig Farrell
Following a lengthy conversion process that started in early
January and having recently received our full complement of
Bowman FFR vehs, we were ready to conduct the Bowman
Proving Exercise (BPX). As we only received the last of our vehs
1 week before and due to the large amount of experience the Sqn
has had since January on courses and ex, the BPX consisted of a
2 week extended Sqn level PACEX held in the Tp garage areas.
This allowed us to fully test the eqpt prior to the arrival of the
General Dynamics representatives.
In order to be successful, we were tasked to test, initialise and
report any faults that were found during this ex. New Sigs straight
from Phase 2 Trg at Blandford joined us, so it was a good chance
for them to get hands-on experience with the Bowman eqpt after
only having just left trg.
During the 2 week ex we tested all radios to make sure we could
establish both voice and data comms with each det within the Tp
and to the Main HQ Tp. This was to ensure all eqpt was
serviceable and was working to the correct specification for
deployment. The ex added to our growing experience and taught
us many skills not covered during conversion courses; reinforcing
the Sqn's belief that the best way to learn is to get hands-on
experience with the eqpt itself. We developed our ability to fault
find correctly and methodically and how to overcome these faults
in the correct manner through the guidance of the Yeoman,
W02(YofS) Kev Tharby MBE; the Bowman Yeoman, SSgt(YofS)
Helen Nolan and the Foreman. W02(FofS) Lisa Openshaw.
We all gained a lot of useful knowledge during the 2 weeks and
are looking forward to the putting these skills to the test in Bde
level exs in the near future.
MAKING WAVES - ARMY WAKEBOARDING AND
WATERSKllNG CHAMPIONSHIPS 2007- by Capt IJ Kirk
In the second week of September, 32 adrenaline seeking soldiers
from across the Army gathered to compete in the Army
Wakeboarding and Waterskiing Championships.

primarily Mono-skiing this year, pits the athlete's nerves, timing
and skill against the unforgiving slalom course at speeds up to
55mph . Going this fast, maintaining concentration and striving to
achieve a personal best ensures all your senses are screaming
and a highly competitive edge is maintained.
This year 1o competitors met at the Water Mark Ski Club in the
Cotswolds to thrash it out on the picturesque lake being towed
by the latest in powerboat technology. The categories spanned
novice, intermediate and advanced catering for all abilities and
levels of experience. A highly skilled, dedicated and enthusiastic
team of instructors provided excellent coaching and advice
throughout the week in the build up to the competition. This
made for a highly charged event with all competitors vastly
improving their abilities - in one case progressing from 2 skis to a
Mono-ski, allowing the athlete to compete in the novice Mono-ski
competition.
Meanwhile, further east at one of the UK's leading Wakeboarding
venues, WakeMK in Milton Keynes, 22 soldiers, including 4 Royal
Signals pers, hungry for that natural high congregated on a crisp
and sunny Monday morning. Some for the second , third or even
fourth year running but many for the first time, however all with
the same basic desire ... to ride.
The Wakeboarding Championship was a 2 phase event: the
cable tow at WakeMK over the first 2 days followed by the boat
tow for the second 2% days on the lake at the excellent facilities
offered by Water Mark Ski. The cable competition was held on
the Tuesday afternoon and the boat competition held on the
Friday morning in a similar fashion to civ competitions. This
therefore allowed ample time to practise or learn the required
techniques for both disciplines of the sport. Positions were
awarded following both competitions to show the overall abilities
of the riders.
On the cable a large and ever increasing number of surface and
aerial tricks are possible, aided by structures in the water such as
kickers (ramps), sliders, table-tops and rails. Behind the boat the
same repertoire of tricks are possible, however the speed and the
natural wake of the boat provide a constantly beckoning ramp
from which to get airborne.
With Advanced (or Open), Intermediate and Beginner categories
on offer, this sport is open to all. The enthusiastic and
encouraging nature of all competitors and instructors adds the
essential social aspect to a sport already brimming with
everything the hard worked, determined and increasingly
operationally experienced soldier could desire. In essence, it is a
modern sport for a modern Army.

The majority, including 3 of the Corps competitors were in the
Intermediate category and after a long and impressive
competition the results were declared. In 1st place came Cpl
Kev Keenan, winning the category after some impressive board
slides and surface and aerial 360s. Capt Ian Kirk came joint 3rd
and LCpl Jonny Gray made an impressive debut to the sport. In
the beginner category, Cpl Lynne Leatherby put all her new skills
in to practice earning herself a well deserved bronze.
Whether with the speed increasing and the length of rope
decreasing whilst mono-skiing or hurling oneself towards a kicker,
slider or 'fun box' whilst on the cable; or even 'popping' off the
top of the wake behind the boat to get awesome air, it is without
doubt that Wakeboarding and Waterskiing are sports for the
soldier who thrives on the buzz of pushing their personal
boundaries, the thrill of team and individual achievement, self
expression and the ultimate test of 'bottle'
For more information about Army Waterskiing contact Lt Col Ian
Marlow on 94344 5689 and for information on Army
Wakeboarding visit www.1OOth-monkey.co.uk or contact Capt
Kerry Gospel on 07931 343498 or email via
armywakeboarding@hotmail .com.
WIP VISIT - 24 SEPTEMBER - by 2Lt M Long
In late September, the Sqn had the honour of a visit by HRH The
Princess Royal as part of a wider visit to units within Princess
Royal Barracks, Gutersloh. On arrival HRH was greeted by the
OC Sqn, Maj Andy Parfitt and W0 1(RSM) Des Holroyd. After a
Sqn photograph, HRH moved into the Bde Main HQ where the
OC briefed her on the role and organisation of the Sqn and recent
and planned deployments and trg. HRH was then given a series
of short briefs and a number of members of the Sqn were
presented to her. Alpha Tp Comd , Capt Duncan Reader,
explained the HQ layout and comms systems and presented a
number of operators from A and B Tps, including the youngest
member of the Sqn, Sig 'Faz' Farrell. Sgt Lee Kidd RLC
explained the role of the sp trades and cap badges and
presented members of C, Sp and SHQ Tps. Cpl Dave Vakalala
then briefed HRH on the AT and sporting activities that the Sqn
has participated in over the past 6 months, including skiing, the
BFG and Corps Op Shooting Competitions, a trekking exped in
South Africa, the Corps Sailing Week and Level 2 AT in Bavaria.
Once HRH had met a number of participants, SSgt Tristan
Dunbar then presented a number of soldiers who have recently
returned from ops, including Cpl Marshall who had returned from
Op HERRICK just the previous day. Later HRH visited the
Officers' Mess where she presented medals and commendations
to pers from a number of units. This included presentation of the
Long Service and Good Conduct medal to our MT SNCO, SSgt
Andy Green. Congratulations!

The visit was an immense success and a fitting reward for the
hard work of the soldiers and officers of the Sqn throughout a
very busy year of op commitments and Bowman conversion.
EXERCISE BACK TO BASICS - by Sig Dixon
The days leading up to the big event were a mystery, with no one
knowing what would be involved on Ex BACK TO BASICS. All
we were told was to brush up on what we had all previously
learned in basic trg.
The evening before the competition, we were issued with our
packing list. So the following morning with all our CEFO packed
and ready to go, we lined up in the Sqn compound, still none the
wiser as to what was about to happen. A quick inspection and
waterproofing check of our eqpt followed , with our kit submerged
in water - I was thankful that I properly waterproofed all of my kit.
The Sect
Comds
received their
brief and with
the Sqn
broken down
into 5 sects,
began to tab
off to our
initial stands.
My Sect
began at the
BCDT stand
encountering
a number of
different types
An Oscar winning performance from Cpl Smith
of causalities,
tests LCpls Armstrong and Madgewick
while having
to deal with a
contact from the tree line. This was quite a complex stand to
start with and set the tone for the rest of the day. Next we
tabbed off to the comd tasks and camouflage and concealment
stands. These gave us a chance to catch our breath before we
reached the asslt course, otherwise know as 'Urban Run'. This
involved 2 laps of the asslt course collecting numerous burdens
between the team, ranging from jerry cans to tyres. By the end of
it we were truly exhausted but felt good that we hadn't picked up
any penalty points along the way.
Two miles of marching later, the sect arrived at the ambush stand,
boarding an open topped Bedford followed by a short drive
through the car park. We were soon under contact again, having
to rapidly de-bus and form as best we could to launch a sect
attack on the enemy position. Finally the individual sect stands

These 2 sports, recently awarded official recognition by the Army,
are rapidly taking all 3 Services by storm. Offering speed, the
testing of nerves as well as the constant rush of adrenaline that
soldiers worldwide search for, they are growing in popularity and
support at all levels.
The Waterskiing competition was conducted over a slalom course
with the competitor on a single ski - a Mono ski. The competitor
is pulled along the course behind a power boat, carving in and
out of the slalom gates. The aim of this nerve breaking sport is to
increase the speed of each successive run over the course whilst
using increasingly shorter lengths of rope behind the boat. The
result is an extremely fast, pin-point accurate, and gut wrenching
run down the slalom style course, which is most famous from its
snow skiing counter part - the main difference being the 5. 7 litre
speed boat powering you across the water! Water skiing,
LCpl Jonny Gray prepares to go massive
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were completed with a good dose of CBRN at the end of the
course.
All 5 sects now formed up for the final race, carrying our belt kit,
jet sacks and weapons, we had to run down the main runway
road, collecting burdens distributed along the route, until we
reached our sect trailers in which we could load the jerry cans
and tyres. There then followed a 1 mile final push of the trailer.
The team were all running on fumes at this point, but everyone
fought through to the finish line.
The whole day made a really good change from our normal work.
It was very tiring but by th,e end of it we all felt a sense of
achievement, as well as brushing up on our mil skills in
preparation for the battle camp early next year.
102 LOG BOE HQ & SIG SON (262) SUMMER BBQ
- by Cpl C Acton

and everybody enjoyed the food . After everyone had eaten and
the children had calmed down from playing on the activities, we
moved on to some adult games. Gladiator! The first pair to step
up on to the podiums after several requests was the OC Sqn ,
Maj Andy Parfitt v the RSM, W01(RSM) Des Holroyd. The
RSM got a few lucky shots in to beat the OC 2 - 1. Next up was
W02(YofS) Kev Tharby v SSgt Tony Tye. Unfortunately for SSgt
Tye, W02 Tharby completed a hat trick of wins.
The afternoon continued with everyone eagerly watching various
Sqn members battling it out until the final fight. Without doubt
however, the best fight of the night requested by Mrs Parfitt was
Maj Parfitt v Mrs Parfitt. Blow after blow was exchanged as the
OC battled Mrs Parfitt but she was just too quick for him and
before long she had landed a strike knocking him clean off the
podium . But the OC came back landing a lucky knock, bringing
the result to 1 - 1. Then in the final round Mrs Parfitt pounced
with one clean strike to the chest forcing the OC off the podium ,
the result 2 - 1; Maj Parfitt "lost" like a gentleman!

parachutes. When airframes and weather allow, the AB element
of the Sqn arrives by parachute on the DZ that is handily adjacent
to the town . 2007 was a good year for parachuting and 68 paras
got 'Airborne' on the Friday and a further 28 on the Saturday.
The Sqn Football Team played the Caythorpe side and this
match, which, usually a close run thing, ended 1 - 1. A high
point of the weekend for some lucky Sqn members was the
reunion dinner for the Veterans, villagers and some of the
soldiers. A fantastic menu and excellent company, with amazing
stories from Op MARKET GARDEN made for a thoroughly
enjoyable evening. The remainder of the Sqn were soon joined in
the local pubs for a night not to be missed, with plenty of beer
and old war stories. Individuals that have left 216 in recent years,
serving and civilian came from far and wide to pay their respects
and meet up with old friends.

SEVEN
SEAS

There were various events laid on for all the family such as face
painting, arts and crafts, bouncy castles and Beat the Goalie for
the children (although some adults couldn't help themselves).
There was also a Bungee Run and Gladiator for the adults, not
forgetting a very healthily stocked bar with sweets, crisps, soft
drinks and alcohol.

Caythorpe 2007

Battle of the Giants

SSgt Tony Tye and W02(YofS) Kev Tharby MBE
Afterwards the money tree prizes were awarded, with a boobie
prize going to Cpl Chris McKechnie who won the opportunity to
be OC Sqn for the day, the actual day to be determined at a later
date ... ideally a really busy one!

The BBQ itself was laid on by 262 Sig Sqn chefs serving five
varieties of meats with salad etc. There was plenty to go around

The BBQ had been thoroughly enjoyed by all, especially the
children who at this point were ready for bed and even though
the weather had not been it's best, everybody enjoyed
themselves. I would like to thank Mrs Parfitt for providing
entertainment for the children with Arts and Crafts activities and
Mrs Rodger for her face painting skills.

16 AIR ASSAULT BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (216)
CAYTHORPE 2007
Since 3 years after WWII, there has
been an annual reunion of Airborne
Signallers in the village of Caythorpe.
This location was not picked at
random but was where the 1st and 6th
AB Div Sigs were located prior to Op
MARKET GARDEN. Due to the
number of men involved and the lack
of billeting space available locally, the
villagers of Caythorpe volunteered
every spare room available in their
homes to accommodate the Para Sigs.
The planning phase of Op MARKET
GARDEN went on for months and the
522

soldiers had the opportunity to develop
lasting bonds with the people of
Caythorpe. This is a piece of history
that all Sqn members hold dear.

\

'

We still had the hard leg of Checkpoint 3 to 4 to do, but with a
comfortable 15 min lead we thought the hard work was done,
again we were wrong. With a few km left to do to Checkpoint 4,
we caught sight of 11 Sig Regt. They had closed the gap to
within just a few hundred metres. With a mad dash down to
Checkpoint 4 and another man dropped and we had a quick
admin stop and made our way up to Checkpoint 5. Again 11 Sig
Regt managed to stay in touch, so we put our heads down and
opened the gap to 9 mins by Checkpoint 6.
From Checkpoint 6 onwards we didn't see any other teams, so a
bit of banter was in need to occupy ourselves, especially a few
laughs and jokes about our extreme river crossing. We pressed
on to the last few remaining Checkpoints when eventually the
finish was in sight! With such a hectic start it was a relief to tab
in at our own pace through the finish line with a time of 11 hrs
11 mins over 1hr 15mins ahead of the next team. Once again
bringing the Trophy back to where it belongs, 216 Para Sig Sqn.

This year's summer BBQ was held on Saturday 7 July and
although the weather wasn't what we were hoping for, the spirits
of those that were there were not dampened. Originally the BBQ
was to be held at 2LSR Welfare centre but due to the prediction
of heavy showers we decided to make a last minute change to
the location. Thankfully the hanger opposite was vacant and after
speaking to OC 22 Sqn, 2 LSR he allowed us to use it.

Mrs Parfitt and Mrs Rodgers give make-up lessons!

admin team, we necked our drinks and set off to take the lead
again from 11 Sig Regt and 21 Sig Regt. Within 15 mins we had
caught both teams and raced up to Checkpoint 3 arriving in 1st
place.

Caythorpe 2007

'

Since the 1950s, veterans and serving
Royal Signals Paras have come
togeth er with th e local population to
remember t he fallen, give t hanks for
the generosity of the village and to
raise money for th e Caythorpe Church.
Every year there is a fete, which
includes the 216 PRI shop and t he Sqn
Recruiting Stand, which is heavily
bolstered with up to 20 rec ruiters and
extra eqpt, such as fl ight swings and
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The Sunday saw the Sqn march through the village in service
dress to the church for a special memorial parade, which was
followed by an impressive buffet lunch laid on for the Sqn and
Veterans by the villagers. 2007 was a well sponsored event with
90 members attending . As ever Maj Gen Deane-Drummond CB
DSO M C* was present throughout the proceedings and even at
the age of 91 , he is awe-inspiring and a fantastic inspiration to
officers and soldiers alike. Making the most of a year between op
tours to Afghanistan, the Sqn has kept the tradition alive and the
heart of AB Signals beating strong in its adopted home.
LANYARD-TROPHY 2007 - by Cpl 'Stretch ' Armstrong
This year's competition was held on 24 September and the venue
was Dartmoor trg area. It all started at 0530hrs in complete
darkness with several teams crammed onto a single metalled
track - let's say the start was going to be a tight one.
With Sgt 'Bomber' Lancast er being our first man, we knew we
were in for a good start so at the sound of the horn we were off,
within 100m, Sig ' Deansy' Deans, Cpl 'Woody' Woodw ard and
myself all joined Sgt Lancaster at the front and within 400m, the
whole team were together already with a good lead over the other
teams. So this was it, all we had to do was to extend the lead
over the 40 mile course, easier said than done. We got into
Checkpoint 1 with a 6 min lead; from there we raced down to the
river heading for Checkpoint 2. Little did we know that Mother
Nature had a little task for us, a river crossing. So with most of
the team up to their necks in freezing cold water, Sgt 'Jerry'
Springett was nowhere to be seen, until a voice was heard on
the other side of the river!. It was only a matter of time before we
saw the other teams rapidly approaching. We knew we had to do
something drastic and drastic it was. Both our SNCOs and the
team captain Lt 'Tom ' Prentice somehow crossed the river, the
rest of the team decided that it wasn't a good idea to follow. By
this time other teams had reached our position and were also
looking for a point to cross. Eventually a footbridge was found
just 500m north, so by t he t ime we had crossed and scaled the
valley we found ourselves back in 8th place. A lot of work was to
be done.
From then on we didn't look back. With Sig 'Faz' Farrell racing
ahead, it wasn't long until we were climbing the position ladder.
We raced down to Checkpoint 2 arriving 3rd. We then had to
drop one man at the checkpoint. With a few worried faces on the
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Lanyard Trophy Winners 2007: Maj Anderton- Brown, LCpl Goodwill,
Sgt Springett, Lt Prentice, Sgt Lancaster; Cpl Woodward, Sig
Harper; W01 Brown, Sig Glancy, Sig Farrell, Cpl Armstrong and Sig
Deans
EXERCISE EAGLE'S EYE 07 - AIR SKILLS
Phase 1 of the ex was dedicated to trg, including formalised
Rigger-Marshaller, Landing Point Comd and Helicopter Handling
Instructor courses. These new skills were put into practice during
phases 2 and 3, as the Sqn was allocated plenty of SH (CH-47
and Merlin) hrs to conduct Under Slung Load (USL) moves of Bde
Tac HQ (2 Rovers and trailers). The Merlin was also used to
deploy a Light Tac HQ. Sgt Mick Richardson was used in his
HHI capacity, to oversee a Scimitar USL Seeing 9 tons of
armour being lifted by helicopter is quite a sight. All the new
arrivals to the Sqn, most of whom had never been in a helicopter
before, were stage 1 trained in the Merlin.

Ex Eagles Eye 2007
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CRICKET

The Sqn has been ticking over steadily on the parachuting front
over the last year, getting a few 'lobs' in but suffering a bit from
jumps cancelled due to weather or unserviceable aircraft. Ex
EAGLE'S EYE however, presented a fantastic opportunity for the
AB types to spend some quality time under silk. With up to 5 C130s at the Bde's disposal throughout the 3 week ex, each
parachutist had at least 5 chutes available, some were lucky (or
unlucky, depending on your view of parachuting) enough to
complete day and night iumps on th same day. Basfld out of
South Cerny for the first week and Westdown Camp, Salisbury
for the remainder, it was never more than an hour to Lyneham to
mount and the DZs were all local.
The Ops Officer, Capt PJ Pryce-Jones had an uncomfortable
landing onto tarmac at Keevil Airfield, gaining plenty of road rash
and a nice big hole in his smock. Don't worry Nick, chicks dig
scars. Bde Para Tac HQ was dropped in twice with only one
injury, the SQMS, SSgt 'Face-ache' Crouchman (who was on
the DZ party picking up the dead chutes! Clumsy doesn't quite
cover it these days Steff). The HQ drills were honed with
practices between drops and the second attempt, at night, was
slick and professional, building a fully functional HQ in less than
35 mins after exiting the aircraft.
Only 6 years out of date, the Air Adjt, Capt Flannery, managed to
get his 4 refresh jumps done and dusted, shouting 1000, 2000,
3000 POUNDS as he exited on his final qualifying night jump,
before cork-screwing into the dirt. Back-dated para-pay to
November 05! Get the beers in Flanners! Six other members of

The British Army Germany Minor Units Cricket Final was held at
JHQ Garrison Rheindahlen. The Sqn's opposition was 102 Log
Bde from Gutersloh and consisted mainly of Staff Officers from
their HQ. The day was almost a washout as heavy rain delayed
the start of play but as soon as the rain stopped and thanks to
the fast drying Astroturf pitch, we were asked to bat first.
After a shaky opening, losing early
wickets, Sig Petty (41 ), Cpl Swan
(53 not out) and W02(RQMS)
Greenwood (34 not out) steadied
the ship and piled up an
intimidating target of 195 from our
30 overs. 102 Log Bde's reply did
not get off to a very good start,
losing an early wicket but looking
comfortable playing the quicker
bowlers.

Ex EAGLES EYE 2007 - waiting for a jump
the Sqn managed to re-qualify and pretty much everyone now
has 2 years on their cards, so can give their knees a rest for a bit!
Not that we will, the role is looking more and more likely to be
used on future ops and the AB Task Force is still stood up for
short notice ops, so keeping the drills sharp is essential.

20 ARMOURED BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS AND
SIGNAL SQUADRON (200)
oc
RSM

Maj A P J Coulston
W01(RSM) F Fensom

eqpt and enabling data to be passed between HQs. Once this
was achieved, the Sqn continued its series of moves to new
locations with increased success and confidence in the comms.

EXERCISE GRANITE GAUNTLET 2
The Sqn deployed on Ex GRANITE GAUNTLET 2 during
September as part of the build up for the Bowman BCIP 5
Operational Field Trial (OFll in November. The last few months
have been disjointed for the Sqn with our ASV 436s being fitted
out with Bowman and pers away on courses. This ex was the first
major
opportunity
for the Sqn to
deploy into
the field and
practise our
warfighting
role, setting
up the Bde
HQs, while
testing our
new comms
systems. It
was also an
ideal chance
to develop
operator
Cpl Green running the Show from G6
confidence
and Sqn
procedures with Bowman before the rigours of the OFT.
Lt Emelia Ker on her pre-Tp Comd course attachment to the
Sqn had the opportunity to deploy with an Armd HQ Tp for 2
weeks and was able to gain valuable insights into the Bowman
system. Throughout the 2 weeks, A and B Tps, supported by
Ech, deployed to a number of different locations, manoeuvring
from the testing sandy area of Stapel in the north to the southern
B1vi Sites. Two days into the ex, all the comms vehs were brought
together to conduct a thorough plug-up, thereby testing all the
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The whole Sqn gained much experience from GRANITE
GAUNTLET 2, achieving the ex aims, adjusting to the new ways
that we must do business with Bowman and practising the well
established trade skills that remain unchanged and are as
applicable as ever
THE BIG BREW - Sgt Twigg
Early Thursday morning SSgt Mawson and I set about putting
the final touches to the decor of bar in preparation for the 200 Sig
Sqn "Big Brew". With only 10 mins till kick off, the wives support
element (aka 'Girls Aloud') arrived to give us a hand, armed with
an array of cakes. It was not long before the Sqn started to filter
through, a Tp at a time luckily for the hardworking girls.
Both tea and cakes were selling
out fast in the bar, as outside,
SSgt Mawson and his team
from the MT were pulling in the
crowds for the "whack the rat",
with some of the troops getting
rather addicted. Sig Twizzel
spent more time whacking the
tube than the rat and
congratulations to Cpl Cook for
whacking the rat a massive 85ft,
a sure winner by far. Back in
the bar the wives and mil
helpers were doing a great job
and keeping really busy, by
selling hotdogs at lunch time
SSgt East and son enjoying the
too. It was a successful day,
Big Brew
raising €2714 for SSAFA forces
help. Many thanks to the 'Girls Aloud' and mil contingent for
making this occasion a success.
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An inspired bowling change which
saw the pace taken off the ball and
spin introduced paid dividends.
Cpl Wallace taking 3 wickets with
his Shane Warne-esque leg spin
and the ROMS taking 3 wickets
throwing down Ginsters' Pies with
the foil wrapping still on.

one of the toughest high level routes in Europe and was set to tax
us to our limits. Following a 24hr combined minibus and ferry
trip, we finally made it to Galva, on the Northern tip of the island
for 2 days preparation and acclimatisation.
The morning of 12 June was an early start at 0500hrs as our Day
1 was going to be one of the hardest because we had lots of
height to gain. After 7hrs and 45mins and after gaining 1300m,
we arrived at the first refuge. I
felt a lot better after having a
shower and eating some pasta
and I had an early night ready for
the next day.
By the Day 3, we had made a
slight navigational error and
bergens were beginning to rub
and feet were starting to throb
but the sheer untamed beauty of
the landscape made for some
spectacular views which kept
morale high.
After a good night's rest in a
proper bed and a proper meal,
we were set for another early
start. The first part of the day
was fairly easy but this was soon
to change as we approached the
notorious 'Gire De Solitude'.

The successful 200 Signal Squadron cricket team
The Sqn strolled to a comfortable
victory and were crowned BA(G)
Here we passed a French Foreign
Minor Units Champions. The prize for this victory was an
Legion group who where having having a break after climbing out
invitation to travel back to the UK for 2 full days of cricket,
of the 'Circ De Solitude'.
playing in the British Army Minor Units Finals to be held at the
fantastic Aldershot Army Cricket Ground.
As we started our decent we saw the a few more groups of the
Foreign Legion coming up the way we were going down but not
On our first day we were required to play a semi final match
against 22 Fd Hosp. After the ROMS again lost the toss, we were
put into bat on a very slow flat wicket in glorious sunshine. The
Sqn managed a modest total of 183 with Cpl Wallace (43) and
Cpl Binder (52) adding some valuable runs. At this stage the
team suffered a slight blow when Sig Petty, one of our talented
all-rounders took a full ball straight on his ankle. X-rays later
showed that his tour would be over and his foot set in plaster.

Our bowling attack looked strong on paper and it did not
disappoint with some very disciplined quick swing bowling from
Cpl Binder and LCpl Gibson, who both took a few wickets an.d
some very attacking fielding from the skipper. The game was
almost won before the spin kings, Cpl Wallace and the ROMS
cleaned up the opposition.
On to the final and the Sqn were quietly confident of pulling off
the victory against 42 Eng Regt. All the omens were good as the
ROMS obviously lost the toss and again we were asked to bat
first.
Cpl Wilson negotiating a steep slope

Some dubious early decisions from the umpire went against us
and we were put on the defensive. If not for a great knock of 75
not out from LCpl Howe then we would not have made the total
of 135 that with our bowling attack we felt that we could defend.
Our bowlers, suffering from stiffness from the previous days
bowling and also carrying minor injuries, bowled really well. Sadly
the Sappers had a top quality batsman who saw their side home
to victory.
It has been an impressive season for the cricket team, appearing
in 2 finals and narrowly missing out on victory at the home of the
Army Cricket Team.
EXERCISE GRAND DIAMOND - Sig Anderson
Ex GRAND DIAMOND was a 2 week trekking exped to Corsica
covering over half of the infamous Grand Radonne 20. This is
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using the ropes and chains put there for safety but going up
almost vertical walls with no safety eqpt.
We carried on down into the valley and I could see the climb we
had ahead of us and wasn't looking forward to it but as we
started the climb, we played 'name that film' and the climb
passed really quickly.
The views here at 2000m were amazing and after a lunch break
we headed off on a steady descent :o our refuge. We reached
this by 1330hrs and the rest of the day was ours.
The whole exped was one of the toughest things I have
attempted, with the sheer scale of the landscape almost
overwhelming me. The sense of satisfaction from completing
some of the high level climbs and the astounding views across
the Corsican Mountains was superb.
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52 INFANTRY BRIGADE HEADQUARTERS
AND SIGNAL SQUADRON (258)
oc
OpsO

MAIN TROOP 52 INF BOE HQ & SIG SQN (258)

Maj Tom Crapper
Capt Andy Limb

Tp Comd
Tp SSgt

- by Capt Gavin Darke

On 7 September 2007, 52 {lrif) Bde Sig Sqn deployed for its first
time on Op HERRICK 7. The Sqn was formed in April 2007 from
258 Sig Sqn, 30 Sig Regt. The last 5 months have seen a huge
change in manpower, eqpt and role. It is to the credit of the
soldiers of the Sqn that they have risen to the challenge of
transforming it from an area systems based Cormorant Sqn to a
radio systems close sp Bde Sig Sqn and have exceeded all
expectations placed on them. The Sqn takes up its new role, in
what is widely regarded as the fiercest op since the Korean War.
We expect the journey ahead to be difficult and challenging but
have set out with a strong determination to succeed and look
forward to returning to Bramcote after a good tour.
258 SIG SQN OPERATIONS TEAM - OP HERRICK 7 UPDATE
"Er, Ops 0, you're not going to like this."
Two days before the deployment, the Ops 0 received a telephone
call from the Sqn 21C.
"Yeah, it's about Yeoman Crowder.
He's done something to his knee."
258 Sqn Ops team, less W02(YofS)
Crowder, are now safely installed in
Lashkar Gah (LKG), and have just
about worked out where their
respective desks are. W02(FofS)
Rodway has settled into a steady
pace of work - a sprint - whilst the
Ops Officer, Capt Limb has become
a connoisseur of the headache-in-aglass slush-puppies sold in the
camp Expeditionary Forces Institute
(EFI - Uke the NAAFI). Yeoman
Prydie is guarding the rear in the
Task Force Distribution Agency on
Bastion, ably watched over by OCR
Tp, juggling crypto and various
comms eqpts around the Province.

Lt Dom Finch
SSgt PW Griffiths

The initial deployment began on 7 September when the Comd
element of the Sqn left for Camp Bastion to conduct the
Reception Staging and Onward Integration (RSOI) package. After
a few nights in the non air-conditioned K-Span (a big shed), we
were all soon acclimatised. Our first attempt to get to Lashkar
Gah was cut short after sitting on a CH-47 for 20 mins as it made
a rather worrying noise and vibrated, the 'loady' eventually
informed us that it wasn 't supposed to do this and the heli was
un-serviceable. Thanks to the US we arrived in Lash the next day
and immediately started our handover from 12 Mech Bde & Sig
Sqn (228).
During the following weeks, elements of the Tp started to arrive in
theatre and trickle their way to LKG after completing the RSOI
package. Seven of the Tp found themselves deploying almost
immediately to conduct a Relief in Place with operators from 228
Sig Sqn. LCpl Singer and Sig Wade deployed to a Forward
Operating Base, LCpls Blackburn and " Beefy" Henstock along
with Sig Smith were seconded to C Coy, The Mercian Regt.
LCpl Parvin and Sig Dowgill

,~~~~~~!!!!!!!~~~~~~~~~~~

,l

joined the Joint Provincial
Coordination Centre (JPCC) to
work alongside members of
the ANP.
LCpl Mickey Luxford, an
augumentee to 12 Mech Bde
from 21 Sig Regt volunteered
to stay in theatre for an extra
month deployed on the
Comds TAC along with Sig
Bashford. The remainder of
the Tp started manning the J3
Ops room 24hrs a day. If this
wasn't enough, the Protection
Coy was deployed on the
latest Op, leaving the units left
on camp to provide the guard.
We eventually had to change
to 12hr shifts to provide 3
people a day for guard duties,
which introduced some
unexpected pressure to those
on their first deployment.

Meanwhile, back at THF, a Yeoman
synch matrix has been glued
together. We are indebted to
W02(YofS) Anscomb of 12 (Mech)
Bde & Sig Sqn (228) for extending
Sig Bashford and LCpl Luxford
his tour to nurse the Ops team into
their new roles. He left LKG
The last of 228 Sig Sqn
operators left on 18 Sept and 258 Sig Sqn were fully in the chair
(quickly) on 22 September to 'high-five-handover' with
awaiting the remaining 52 Bde staff and looking forward to a safe
W02(YofS) Binks at Kanaanar Airport, just before fleeing the
and successful 6 months.
country. YofS Binks now has the bridge and as he was the
theatre spectrum manager at JFCIS until 2 days ago, he will be a
RADIO TROOP OP HERRICK 7
very useful asset to the team. YofS Anscomb, meanwhile, will
visit Colerne back in the UK to handover to W01 (YofS) Thomas,
Tp Comd
Lt J Cunningham
before he flies out to replace YofS Binks sometime in late
Tp SSgt
October. Phew.
SSgt P Coxon
In other news: the Foreman has embarked on Op LESS
MASSIVE, the Ops 0 is getting as much kip as possible in
preparation for Op SORT-OUT-THE-R&R-PLOT and SSgt
'Scouse' Parry has managed to 'source' a surprising amount of
IT kit from somewhere.
We all await the results of W02{YofS) Crowder's forthcoming
medical assessment, wish him a speedy recovery, and hope to
see him out here soon.
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After months of trg and rainy days on the ranges and Salisbury
Plain, Radio Tp has finally arrived in Helmand province for Op
Herrick 7.
The Tp is in Afghanistan to provide rear link dets for each of the
Regts involved with 52 Bde, from 40 Cdo RM to the Estonians.
Each rear link det is there to provide comms specialists to their
various units and as such, are spread far and wide throughout
Helmand. We will without a doubt, be there, supporting every op
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that goes on during the 6 month tour and
as such, will play a vital role in the
success of 52 Bde.

descended into complete nonsense - though I'm
sure families back at home would expect nothing
else! The finest Tp of Signallers ever assembled is
now in good spirits and looking forward to the
challenges that lie ahead as we play an important
role in 52 Bde's effort in Afghanistan .

The majority of the Tp is based in the
massive Camp Bastion (SSgt 'Coxy'
Coxon can be seen most nights running
round the 4 mile perimeter in his skin tight
shorts). Bastion comes complete with
various gyms, the EFI shop, a tented
hospital that would put most NHS
establishments to shame and of course,
Pizza Hut - the members of the crypto cell
have become experts on the latter!

QM'S DEPARTMENT
QM
ROMS
SQMS

On arrival in the Dept, it is apparent that we have
a very busy tour ahead because of the ongoing
sagas that we have encountered in tracking and
monitoring eqpt used here in Lash. Doing the
simplest of tasks seems to take forever due to the
different procedures used in theatre and the out of
barracks Unicom is proving not to be as effective
as we thought.

The Tp has a staggered arrival in theatre
due to the need to start some tasks
sooner than others. After the 36hr arrival
package in theatre, the various dets were
straight into their jobs. Cpl Dave Meaney
and Sig Seb Vandenbosch were picked
up by the Czechs in their massive mobile
fortress - most of the Czechs would have
looked more at home with a shield and
spear than with their modern eqpt! Cpl
Paul Heywood and Sig Ben Penson had
a couple of days trg with the Estonians
before heading out into the desert on the
next op.
Other dets have had a somewhat slower
start - amongst some short shifts on the
radios, volleyball and sunbathing have
been the main effort. All of the Tp is now
in theatre and settled down into their
various roles, the food is good, the
weather is cooling down and the
conversation over a brew at night has

Maj Burges
W02 Watts
SQMS Howard

On a positive side, we have the Log Sp Det to
assist us, which has been invaluable to the G4
procurement. Many obstacles have already been
tackled from tracking essential eqpt to building
extra accn for outgoing troops to move into during
the Relief in Place.
The SQMS has just reached the grand old age of
34 but most people had him down for at least 40. I
Dil•ll!!r::;~ swear he never had a grey hair until he got here.
The bottom line is that for the duration of the tour
we will be extremely busy, in preparation for 16 Air
-~-----'---"""' Asslt Bde to take over, but nothing we as a Dept
cannot handle. We will endeavour to make our
SSgt Griffiths poses for the front cover
handover as smooth and efficient as possible.

JOINT SERVICES SIGNALS WING (DIGBY)
co

Wg Cdr TL Quigley RAF
W02(SSM) J Sowden

USM

Although I have been in comd for just over a year, it has only just
come to my attention (see MCM Div roadshow below) that this
informative publication exists and that not only should we receive
it, JSSW(D) should contribute to it too. Consequently, this is our
inaugural entry. Though a Tri-Service and multinational
community, we have a significant number of Royal Signals pers
and a flavour of what has happened is listed below. Further, I
have just attended the LECB at Blandford as an observer, to
enhance my knowledge of Corps processes and wider service
knowledge, so that we may ensure that our soldiers are not
disadvantaged by the comd chain; the whole event was
extremely enlightening.

expressed by the shop floor. The visit also gave reporting officers
from the RAF a much needed insight into Royal Signals career
management. The MGM team were hosted by all ranks at their
respective messes and fortunately no careers were broken
despite MCM"s best efforts! The visit was finished off with a
career workshop with the RCMO, Capt J R Coupland. Overall a
successful visit and we hope to host MCM again next year. Many
thanks to W02(SSM) Shuck of 224 Sig Sqn for his assistance
over this 2 day event.
1 SQUADRON

oc
21C

Maj Southam Int Corps
Flt Lt Johnston-Davis

MCM VISIT

1 Sqn has seen a number of changes of personalities over the
past few months. First, we would like to give a warm welcome to
our new OC, Maj Southam Int Corps.

September saw the arrival of a new USM, W02(SSM) Sowden
just in time for JSSW(D) to host MGM as part of their annual
roadshow. This gave MCM the opportunity to brief Royal Signals
soldiers from around the many RAF stations within Lincolnshire,
as well as visit them and see at first hand the role they play in EW
in sp of ops.

The Sqn has also seen the arrivals of W01 Lightfoot, WO
Stirling, W02 Gardiner, CT Reece, Sgts Mearns and Rowles
and SACs Hawker and Hilton. While our farewells include W02
Jakeway, FS Little, Cpls Tolin and Wade and SAC Coupland.

Lt Col JA Compston MBE and his team gave an excellent
presentation touching upon many of the outstanding issues

Some pers have also managed to escape the darkness of JSSW
(D) in their search for daylight by volunteering for detachments.
They include: SSgt Gibbons and Sgt Ullyart who are presently
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serving in Afghanistan and SACs Kay and Watson in the Falkland
Islands.
The Sqn would also like to congratulate Cpl now Sgt Burgum on
his recent promotion, he now gets to serve his remaining 2 years
here at JSSW(D).
1 SQUADRON - A REFLECTION - by LCpl Alex Acton
Coming to the end of my current assignment here at JSSW (D), I
was asked if I wouldn't mind writing a few words about my
experiences. This gave me the chance to review the various
opportunities and subsequent accomplishments I had achieved in
the short time spent at the unit, culminating in my recent
successful selection for promotion to Cpl.
Within a few weeks of arriving at the Unit nearly 2 years ago, I
was promptly released for a 6-month Class 1 Trade course before
resuming my post here in the summer of 2006. Almost
immediately upon my return, I was again released from duties to
aid in the final preparations for Digby's annual "Party in the Park"
charity event, which, despite the heavy downpours, was
successful. No sooner had I resumed my current duties than I
was offered the chance to join a Tri-Service comms ex on board
HMS Enterprise along with 2 other Royal Signals pers. I jumped
at this opportunity to spend the cold winter months sailing off the
coast of Africa, which would prove to be the highlight of my tour
here.
After some brief pre-deployment trg, I said goodbye to the
familiar drab of No 8 dress to don the Navy working dress (this
was to meet Fleet health and safety concerns) and jetted off to
Tenerife to join the floating hotel I would be calling home for the
next 3 months. Much to my dismay, on arrival I was to learn that
there were no issues with wearing No 8 dress and indeed, due to
an ongoing ex with Sierra Leone, many of the crew were already
wearing greens. Still, the Captain commended us for our
"enthusiasm" to integrate into navy life.
This was my first experience working on board a navy ship and
as a first ship HMS Enterprise couldn't have been a better choice.
Being an oceanographic survey vessel it was fairly modern with a
relatively small crew of approximately 90 pers, a third of which
are on leave at any given time. We were accommodated in 2
man cabins, with a pair of cabins joined by a shared bathroom.
All of the ships crew seemed genuinely pleased to have us
aboard and we were encouraged to participate in every aspect of
life on board helping out whenever possible. Despite working
irregular hours we still enjoyed the chance to swap roles; one in
particular involved me helping the crew raft alongside a supply
ship in the open water to the amused taunts from the crew
claiming to make a sailor of me yet.

at least once; my only regret was failing to cross the equator and
missing out on the traditional "Crossing the Lines" ceremony that
goes with it.
Since my return I have had numerous opportunities to go AT, in
particular skiing and rock climbing, which, I regrettably had to
turn down - sometimes there just isn't enough time to do it all.
As I look to pasture's new I will always remember my time at
JSSW(D) fondly, not least for the boost it gave my career and the
chance to see parts of the world normally considered out of
reach.
RAF DIGBY PERSONNEL RAISE MONEY FOR COMBAT
STRESS
On 14 July 2007, 9 pers from RAF Digby helped Combat Stress
(the ex-Services mental welfare charity) with a collection at the
Burghley House Battle Proms Night.
Combat Stress is fortunate enough to be the principal beneficiary
of the annual Battle Proms series of events, which are huge
picnic events at stately homes across England. The nights include
a Spitfire fly-past, orchestral music, battlefield re-enactments and
conclude with a huge firework and artillery display. Enough about
them - what about us.
It is probably fair to say that the civilians in the Combat Stress
team had a different idea towards fund-raising than the TriService team from RAF Digby. After half an hour of gentile tin
rattling, the funds were not pouring in to our satisfaction. We
needed a plan. Off to the planning room, aka the Abbots Ale tent.
Plan 8 , the more forthright approach, was called for. All the
children got a Combat Stress balloon .
All the parents got "charmed" into making a donation. During a
break in the main stage events, the compere announced a formal
Combat Stress collection, whereby the collectors would circulate
through the crowd. That is extended line to us. Apparently there
is a limit to how many party sausages and glasses of vin rouge
one man can consume in the line of duty!
The evening was great fun , the team from RAF Digby were
extremely well looked after by both Combat Stress and the few
thousand guests.

1st NATO SIGNAL BATTALION
co
RSM

Lt Col D Bizley
CWO G Power R CANADIAN SIGNALS

It has been a time of great change in the Bn HQ. First we
welcome Lt Col David Bizley, who took comd in September from
Lt Col Paul Smith. The outgoing CO is leaving the Army for a
new life in the civilian world and we wish him and his family the
best of luck. We have a new Deputy Comd, Oberstleutnant
Jens Klocke German Army, who replaces Maj Lief DalbyFrandsen Danish Army. And finally Maj Patrick Coffman US
Army has come into the HQ to head the S3 Ops sect.
Bn life continues to be busy, with the continued commitment to
ISAF seeming to grow constantly. 628 Tp are currently due to
rotate out to Kandahar in early November to relieve Danish DCM
A for a 3 month deployment; we wish them all the best and hope
that Christmas in KAF is not too much of a strain! The ex
schedule also continues to throw up the varied and exotic; M&S
Coy headed up a deployment to Georgia for Ex COOPERATIVE
ARCHER 07 and Danish DCM A were the lead for Ex BOLD
AVENGER in Norway, on the isolated Isle of Orland!
BINBROOK BOMB RAF RUGBY SEVENS TOURNAMENT
- by Sgt Lawrence
5 September 2007 saw the 1 NATO Sp Sn Knights rugby squad
depart for their annual trip to the Binbrook Bomb RAF Rugby 7's
tournament. This is the premier rugby tournament for the RAF
and the Knights played without an airman in sight. The team
consisted of Royal Signals members of 1 NATO Sp Bn and a
token effort by the REME from JFC Brunssum and the RN.
Members of our Sn included, former OC M&S Coy Capt Graham
Wills (now Royal School of Signals), Sgt Mick Lawrence, Cpls
Phil Williams, Lewis Finlay and Scott Wilson and LCpl Chris
McDonald.

To top it all, not only did the RAF Digby team beat the total from
last year's event, they beat the total collected at any of the 5
events in 2007, raising £3,347.24 for the charity.
The top three with the gift of the gab were;
1.
LCpl James Farley
2.
Sgt Richard Thompson RM
3.
LCpl Bertram
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ISAF TOUR APRIL - JULY 07 - by Cpl Robinson
On 5 April 2007, SSgt(FofS) Kev Waring (deploying on a recce)
and I experienced NATO's way of deploying to Afghanistan first
hand. We left Brussels seated in reclining leather seats, with beer
and wine on tap. It took 3 days to arrive at our final destination
which was Kandahar Airfield (KAF). I was attached to German
DCM (D) for the next 4 months, providing technical sp for the
User Interface Equipment and remote sites. We were providing
for up to 300 users, with various voice and data circuits. Despite
the soaring heat and the odd rocket attack, life in KAF was made
very comfortable. This was largely down to the Americans and
their fast food establishments - Burger King, Pizza Hut and Tim
Hortons.
Being the only Brit within a 48 strong German unit, would have
proved a daunting task for most. However as I am fluent in the
German lingo (including swear words and chat up lines), I was
able to fit in, in a matter of days. The time in KAF flew by. As
shift comd, I was always kept busy on each shift, maintaining a
high level of service to the user. I gained valuable knowledge from
the Comms Comd who had 15 years of experience.
After 3 months of my tour, 15 members of the Bn arrived to
implement the COM KAF build, an interim measure for PSR 057.
This included 6 Germans, 3 Belgians, 2 Slovaks, 1 Yank and 3
Brits. The 3 Royal Signals pers were FofS Kev Waring, SSgt
Andy Gleadall and Cpl Jim Dunn. Once the team had settled in,
the poker nights began. FofS Kev Waring (aka 'The Poker King ')
seemed to have been dethroned. Either that or he was trying to
bolster the lads' moral by giving his money away. However on
the occasion his luck was in he went straight to the PX with his
winnings, to purchase his "lose 14 stone in a day" tablets as
endorsed by Peter Kay. Apparently you could eat as much as
you want with these tablets and still see the weight drop off.
With this in mind it was 3 scoops of Ben and Jerrys, not to
mention the double choc chip cookies each day.
FofS Waring was not the only one in the limelight. SSgt Andy
Gleadall had to have minor field surgery to remove a 2in
splinter from his leg. After the KAF pop idol competition, he was
in such high spirits; he decided to turn the board walk into an
adventure playground by sliding down one of the banisters.
Having not read the risk assessment, he failed to realise the
banisters were not varnished. He did manage to remove the 1in
splinter from his backside but unfortunately the one in his leg
was more severe and required medical assistance. Whilst at
the field hospital he managed to blag the incident, until the
Foreman decided it was only right to reveal the truth.

£546.27
£386.41
£330.30

After our initial 3 weeks at sea with the whole ship running an ex
routine, we were glad to finally get a chance to take a break and
sample the local culture. Our first run ashore turned out to be
Freetown, Sierra Leone and although the country is on the road
to recovery we still required an escort to the location of the
evening's entertainment. After 2 nights, we were back on the
ocean waves and heading west to the Cape Verde Islands in
order to rotate the crew. After some initial confusion over dock
space - worthy of a spot on 'Holidays from Hell' (our location had
been double booked) we eventually arranged to raft alongside a
visiting American navy ship. We immediately befriended our
cousins and despite their midnight curfew, managed to further
Anglo-American relations in the best traditions of the Armed
Forces.
All too soon we were back on the open waves again with a quick
stop in Gambia, where the host nation's national football team
thrashed a volunteer Navy side before we set sail for Nigeria. We
spent a lot of time conducting survey lines off the coast of Nigeria
and by this stage I was counting down the days before finally
boarding a plane home, landing in Heathrow on Christmas Eve
glad to once again be back on solid land. This was a thoroughly
enjoyable detachment that I would recommend to everyone to try

stash of eqpt and to meet the Kukri All Star dance troop, who
were only to happy to have a photo shoot with the lads from the
Knights. That is until their manager noticed the Knights had
bought their new strip from Samurai!

All in all a thoroughly enjoyed deployment with vast amounts of
knowledge gained by all, but I think we were all ready for 29
&li'£i:1<:-'I July which was our EOT and subsequent return to Europe.
OPTAG FOR ISAF 1 - 5 OCTOBER 2007 - by Cpl Finlay
The NATO Support Battalion Knights pose with the Kukri All Star Dance
Troop

The RAF Digby Tri- Service Team toast to the success of the event
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This is the 2nd year the team has entered the tournament and as
runners-up in last years plate, the team was hoping for an even
better result this year round. Narrowly being beaten in the
quarter final of the cup this year, the team had an early exit from
the Bomb. However this enabled the team to empty this years
sponsors of the tournament, Kukri Rugby Sports, of most of their
THE WIRE, DECEMBER 2007

Well it was that time again, with 6 months having past since our
last 1 NATO Sp Sn OPTAG outing we had to go and ensure we
were current for deployment.
We promptly departed from Maastricht at 0615hrs, the day before
the course started, due to the fact that we had some serious
rugby to watch (thanks for that Mick). Cpl 'Phil' Williams, LCpl
'Massive' Harrison and I reached JFC Brunssum to meet the
rest of the bleary eyed attendees Capt Tom Kelly, SSgt(FofS)
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Pat Patterson, Sgt 'Mick' Lawrence and Cpl Timmy Sluman.
So off we set on our road trip back to the UK, which was all plain
sailing until we reached the ferry and we cast our minds back to
something LCpl Harrison said ..... "I don't like boats, they make
me sick".
This would prove to be lots of tun as the recently graduated PTI
decided the best way to treat sea sickness was by playing racing
arcade games.
Needless to say he spent the next hour looking like Casper! On
the other side and back in t he UK it was a quick 40 mir.ute drive
to Lydd. Once we were settled in, we headed into town for a
Sunday dinner and watched Ireland get embarrassed in the
Rugby World Cup.

After the first hour of briefings everybody looked worse for wear
especially Cpl Phil Williams who had picked up some sort of
mutated ultra hard man flu and even the site of LCpl Harrison's
bright pink flask (I kid you not) could not raise a smile from him.
It was then a full day of non-stop lectures, coughing, smoke
breaks and fighting the PowerPoint sleep induction.
As the days moved along the practical stands came into play, a
bit of a refresher for most but always good to get stuck in as you
will have always forgotten some of it. Things covered were VCPs,
Mobile Patrols, Standing Patrols, Base Security as well as an
evening on the SAT, language trg and foreign wpns.
Once again the course was deemed a success by all. Thanks to
the OPTAG staff for a well informed week, see you in 6 months.

HQ REGIONAi: COMMAND (SOUTH) CJ6, OP HERRICK

CROSS BORDER COMMUNICATIONS
Improving Cross Border Security between
Afghanistan and Pakistan is a priority for
NATO if the Taliban is to be defeated. The
border between both countries is long and
porous, and the high volume of traffic
pouring between each side of this busy
Asian trade route makes it easy for the
insurgent to slip unnoticed over the border.
Effective C2 between each nation is needed
to deny him freedom of movement, and for
that robust radio comms are essential.

The next morning it was off to the 'freedom
gates' of the border with the Canadian Reece
Sqn .

To those of us not used to getting out much,
the streets scenes that we encountered from
the tops of our LAV recce vehs were truly
extraordinary. Shops selling all kinds of
consumables, from hung meats, fru its and
vegetables, to sump oil , axles and general
bric-a- brac. In some parts, such was the
proliferation of mechanical spare parts and
junk strewn across the street, that even
Steptoe would have been hard pressed to
know where to start. Donkey carts and jingle
HQ RC(S) recently took delivery of 22
trucks vied for position on the road , and
CLANSMAN 320 HF radios for use between
amongst all of this chaos the deprivation and
the border posts. On 19 October Chief CJ6,
poverty was immediately evident, to eye, ear
Lt Col Andy Knott, supported by Capt Ally
Leaving the 'Freedom Gates' behind
and of course, nose. Once at the border it
Duncan , made the 3 hr trip by road, south
was into all-round defence in our vehs to
from Kandahar to the Canadian FOB
await the arrival of the PAKMIL Piskin Scouts, to ferry us in 4x4s
Costello, located near to Spin Buldak, a town at the forefront of
to their HQ at the spectacular Chaman Fort, built by the British in
the insurgency. There they met up with the advance party
the 1880s. The reception was full of pomp and ceremony, typical
consisting of PO George Dunn RN, LCpl Mike Williams, and
of an Army that to this day prides itself on its British traditions.
Sigs Shaun Stanley and Steve Clarke. They had been busy
setting up an HF link at the FOB, in between test driving Bison
Whilst the boys set about rigging up an antenna and establishing
armd vehs and shooting a plethora of weapons courtesy of the
comms, Lt Col Knott discussed the wider issues of Cross Border
local US Trg team (with Sig Stanley ending up as best shot!)
Security Comd and Control with the Formation Comd and a plan
was duly hatched for the proliferation of capability over the
coming few months. After a welcome spot of 'Tiffin' for all,
generously hosted by the convivial Officers in the Scouts' Mess,
the set up was inspected and trg given to the very keen and well
trained Piskin Scouts Signals det. Job done, we all enjoyed a
high speed cavalcade ride the 3 miles back to the border
crossing, with what must have been a bn op to clear and secure
the route.

Lt Col Knott with the Commander of the Piskin Scouts at Chaman
Fort
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Next it was the turn of the Afghans. In the small border town of
Wesh, the Reece Sqn took us to see the Afghan Border Police
Commissar. Although already provided with modern CODAN
radios, the determination to use them was not as evident.
Language was also a barrier, with neither English nor Dari being
spoken. After some delicate negotiations, an undertaking to
communicate and hire interpreters was given, enabling the start
of cross border co-operation between both sides. Just the
motorbike suicide bomber, thought to be targeting NATO security
forces in Spin Buldak to negotiate, before heading back to
Kandahar to see England lose in the Rugby World Cup. A poor
end to an otherwise exciting excursion to a region where few
Westerners get to visit, but one where the reach of the Royal
Signals will have a significant effect on the successful conduct of
the campaign.
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EXERCISE PYRENEES TIGER
On the warm summer evening of 31 July 2007, 12 budding
enthusiasts set off from Blandford Camp in search of an
adrenalin-fuelled adventure which would involve trekking about
40 miles across the Pyrenees Mountains from France to Spain.
The route, which is well established, is famous for being used
during WW2 by Allied pilots escaping to Spain, after being shot
down over Nazi occupied Europe. The aim of the trip was to
provide an AT ex for permanent staff of Eng Div and also to pay
our respects to those that died in the Handley Page Halifax that
flew from the local airfield at Tarrant Rushton and which crashed
under mysterious circumstances on 19 July 1945. All 7 crew
were killed.
The adventurers, led by our 2 experienced Mountain Leader
Trainers (MLT), SSgt Rigby and Sgt Fitzpatrick, consisted of Lt
Col Steve Turnbull , W02(DSM) Cordery, Sgts Cordery, Sutton,
Stocks, Sgt Smith and Trimble. A huge mention must also go
out to the admin party, Sgt Blackett, PO Blackett and Sgt
James - without them the trip would not have been possible.
The journey from Blandford was long and tiring. After a calm and
uneventful crossing in the recliners from Poole to Cherbourg, we
managed to disembark and get on the road around 0700hrs local
time, at around 0702hrs the Sgt Sutton needed the toilet; the
pattern was set for the next 14 hrs. The time constraint set on us
was to reach the camp site in Saint Girons, South West France
before nightfall , so that we could set up the 8 man tents without
too much hassle. After what felt like 100 hrs, 30 rest breaks, 4
driver changes and the obligatory McDonalds, we made it to the
site. In the middle of summer in the South West of France, only
one thing could have been there to greet us, the rain and it did it
in style for 30 or so mins. After a rummage through the vehs and
figuring out the tent erection procedure, we managed to get our
kit stowed and into the bar for a light refreshment, even if
struggling to say "a beer please" in French, without sounding like
Del Boy. The language barrier posed an immediate problem for
Sgt Trimble, as he continually spoke everything in English with a
French, Rene type slur to it.
On arrival, we met up with the point of contact, Scott Goodall
MBE, who had written a book about the journey across the
Pyrenees detailing the route precisely (or as near as). 'The
Freedom Trail ' follows what is described as "one of the hardest
wartime escape routes across the central Pyrenees into Northern
Spain" which 7 hardcore walkers can certainly vouch for. Well
after a day's breather and an exhausting journey, we made it to
Day 1 of 4 and prepared ourselves for the epic passage to Spain.
DAY ONE
Our intrepid group made it to the imposing iron bridge in Saint
Girons itself, which spans the River Sala!. This bridge is named
" Pont le Chemin de la Liberte" and serves as the symbolic
starting point of the long and strenuous mountain trail. Day 1
entailed a walk of around 14 miles which we planned to get
completed in around 8 hrs, following the guidance from the guide
book. We set off at a non-competitive pace, carrying all our own
individual camping gear, food , water and clothing; each equating
to approximately 25kgs, which in retrospect is a fair weight to be
carried over mountains. The route would take us to a campsite in
Aunac over undulating ground and to an altitude of 960m above
sea level. The route was fantastically scenic, with the Pyrenees
Mountains acting as a backdrop for pretty much the whole day. It
made the whole experience breathtaking as we stopped every
half an hour or so for a photo for individuals to capture
themselves using Sgt Sutton's 12kg telephoto, thermal imaging,
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The Pyrenees Tigers

laser range finding, gyro-stabilised, anti red-eye, facial
recognition, fingerprint access digital camera.
After a gruelling day, with Sgt Stocks and Sgt Trimble trying to
find their own route through the woods and SSgt Rigby finding it
difficult with a slightly worsening back problem, we reached our
destination at around 1900hrs in high spirits, albeit absolutely
shattered. Aunac camp site was very welcoming . A 3 course
meal, warm showers, porcelain toilets and sinks were all included
in the cost. These luxuries were well and truly appreciated, as the
following few days we would be roughing it in unfamiliar, bearinfested territory. The meal, the wine and the general ambience
were fantastic and Scott Goodall came up to meet us to see
how we were getting on .
Unfortunately, SSgt Rigby had to resign to the fact that his
injured back would be unable to take him any further carrying
weight and so dropped out. It goes without saying we all wanted
everyone to complete the 4 day event and it was sad to see him
leave. We hope he enjoyed the pool and the bar at the camp site.
Unfortunately, due to AGAI rules, losing one of our MLTs meant
that Sgt Fitzpatrick was only allowed to lead 6 walkers on the
remainder of the hike, so Lt Col Turnbull stood down so the 6
avid mountaineers could continue the trek.
DAY TWO
We had an interesting night in the tents. Sgt Trimble pitched on
a red ants nest and got eaten; those in the 'alternate' tents woke
up wet through and we all enjoyed Jim's whale-like snoring. We
got up for our breakfast and packed our things ready for what
would be a shorter but harder day of walking. The route would
take us around a distance of 10 miles, which would be covered in
about 7 hrs including breaks. The first 2 hrs were nice gentle
gradients with spectacular views as we started to clear the
foothills and entered the more mountainous region. Our aim was
to get to a viewpoint known as Col de la Core which stands a
prominent 1395m above sea level. After a quad burning, calf
killing, hamstring ripping climb of approximately 2 hrs, we
reached the Col de la Core where the admin team was waiting
with a well organised BBQ and a cold bottle of 'refreshment'. It
was a good 2 hr rest and well deserved.
After our lunch, we set off for our afternoon 'stroll' and headed
back into the mountains. We were not to see the admin team
again until the end of Day 4 due to inaccessible areas. Our goal
was to reach a mountain refuge known as la Cabane de Subera
which sat peacefully at an altitude of 1499m above sea level. The
hike in the afternoon was relatively sedate, a massive relief on our
aching limbs and we reached the cabin 2 hrs shy of sunset. We
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had expected to pitch tents on arrival due to the popularity of the
refuge by other explorers but to our delight we found it
unoccupied. The cabin is used all year round; in the summer
months by the local shepherds and in the winter by hikers. It
sleeps 6-8 in relative comfort, has cooking eqpt, a large fireplace
and more importantly, fresh running water. Sgt Fitzpatrick
disappeared for a moment and was seen 10 mins later half way
up a mountain and about a km a· ~ay, apt name - "Mountain
Goat". After another 'light refresrrnent', voluntarily carried by
each of us, we set to getting ourselves fed , cleaned and
organised for the following day which we had beP.n warned would
be the hardest of the 4, ha how big could a moun ain be ... .. we
were about to find out. .... twice!

photo opportunity came begging and the timer on Sgt Trimble's
camera was a God send even though 'Mountain Goat' appears to
be cut out of the picture, sorry Fitzy.
The walk up had been a strain for all but a few had run out of
water due to the soaring heat; it was not as cold as we expected.
The temperature was near 30 degrees and the sun was beating
down on us. The priority now was getting to La Cabane des
Espugues to refuel with water and get lunch down our parched
throats. However this was not going to be accomplished without
an extremely steep descent of 250m, knees were aching and
bodies hurting but fortunately though we had come down the
northern side we were in the shade and the respite from the
blazing sun was lovely.

DAY THREE
We all awoke to the sound of Lily Allen blaring out of Sgt
Trimble's phone at 0700hrs after what felt like 20 mins sleep; I'd
like to take this opportunity to introduce the other 'whale' of the
team .. .. Sgt Sutton, who single handed kept the entire refuge
awake throughout the night. Luckily for us, there was a distinct
lack of snow on the peaks otherwise we would have found
ourselves in the path of an avalanche.
We got ourselves organised for the penultimate day of walking,
the end was in sight.. .. not literally, unfortunately, "but only 2 miles
away, as the crow flies" as I, as the teams avid GPS instructor
kept pointing out to everyone's dismay. By foot the walk would
take us eightish problematical miles. The start was relatively easy
but throughout the first 2 or so hours all we could see was the
gargantuan mountain we had yet to conquer. It sat over
shadowing the Subera refuge we had just slept in and it was
impressive to say the least. Even in August, snow still capped the
peak which was a sign of how cold it can be at the summit,
known as Col de Crabberous.
We had 8 miles to cover in a day and 2 enonmous peaks to trek
across but we aimed for the target which was to reach Le Refuge
des Estagnous in 10 hrs, a demanding feat for any hiker. The
route in the morning was easy to follow, easier than the previous
2 days but arduous and by 1000hrs we had reached the crash
site of the Halifax bomber. The wreckage was strewn in a fairly
localised area at approximately 2200m above sea level and the
majority was unrecognizable. Just a little further up from the
wreckage is a plaque in remembrance of the 7 airmen that were
killed. Our group took a minutes silence under W02(DSM)
Cordery to remember those that perished, those pers that are
currently
serving in
Middle
Eastern
conflicts
and those
that have
been lost
on the
Pyrenees.
It's worth
noting at
this point
that the
air had
W02(DSM) Cordery beside the stone plaque in
become
memory of the seven crew members of the Halifax
much
bomber from Tarrant Rushton
thinner
and rests
had become far more frequent. The combination of the altitude,
gradient, the ground under foot and the lack of air to breathe
comfortably had made this the hardest part so far by a long way.
Even the 'Mountain Goat' was struggling to haul his bergen and
limp limbs up the aptly named 'Halifax Hill'.
At the summit we took a moment to take in what can only be
described as heaven, we overlooked the majority of the local
region and we could take in almost all 360 degrees of it. Another
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With only 3 people left with water, we reached Les Cabane des
Espugues feeling completely drained and low on morale. We all
knew we had another mountain of similar (or so we thought)
gradients to climb and a day and half left to walk.
The sun beat down on us during lunch and it was hard to relax. It
was near enough directly above us and finding shade was near
impossible. To sit inside the cabin meant having to endure the
atmosphere of mouldy bacon which some kind soul had left,
about 5 years ago by the smell of it. However, with the finish in
mind we set off - although in the wrong direction. It was a little bit
morale draining to have to climb back up 80m after a slight
mishap in direction finding. Once on the right path though it was
a fairly leisurely stroll for about 45 mins. Then the nightmare
came into clear view, a boulder field of gigantic proportion , which
not only led to the summit but ultimately to our destination for
that evening . To navigate this field was near impossible. Hidden
every 50m or so was a ravine, some of which were impassable
which meant going up further to try and navigate around.
Underfoot was hard going and some rock climbing was involved,
Sgt Trimble actually missed the target summit, Col de Pecouch
and he continued unaware until he met the snow line, but morale
was boosted when the bag of Haribo appeared and was shared
around the team. After admiring yet another spectacular view
and ogling the fact we could see the Refuge de Estagnous we
headed down another treacherous slope and 45 mins later, we
were sat on 'real' benches enjoying a beer. Refuge de Estagnous
sits at about 2230m and overlooks 2 spectacular lakes, a valley
and 5 or 6 surrounding peaks. It is only open during the summer
months and is inaccessible by road. Donkey trains and one
helicopter a month re-supply the refuge which feeds and sleeps
up to 30 hikers a night. I think the team will agree it felt like the
Ritz, but the hot water showers appeared to run out of hot water
after I had had my shower, which left the remaining 6 to shower in
the icy water. Sorry.
DAY FOUR
The last day, the team awoke to the joy of knowing that this was
the final day. Limbs were aching, joints were stiff and creaking
but moral was at it's highest in 2 days. After breakfast we set off
toward the first lake, which involved a steep descent of 350m, we
then circumnavigated the lake and proceeded to 'rock climb'
200m up to the second lake. It was not for the faint hearted; the
slope was near vertical and local engineers had even installed a
metal, rope like handrail to assist. At some points the track was
2ft wide with a cliff face one side and a sheer drop the other, a
daunting task to climb and even more so with bergens on our
backs.
It was just then that the team took a moment to reflect and
realise what the downed pilots must have endured, especially in
poor conditions and poor clothing with German patrols scouring
the ground looking for them. In fact we reflected on the whole
journey, a nightmare route with the prospect of capture, to be
returned to occupied France but then the possibility of freedom
and a boat back to England was the prize.
Once up at the second lake we could see the summit, Col de la
Clauere which acts as the frontier between France and Spain.
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This was it, a final drive up another mountain and an ascent of
400m, 100 of which was covered in snow. We paused on the
snow for another photo shoot and Sgt Smith contemplated riding
roll mats down the 1OOm of snow but the thought of re-climbing
that 1OOm made him change his mind. By 11 OOhrs we had
reached the frontier and again admired what can only be
described as breathtaking views and pondered on the 1OOOm
descent which lay ahead and how we could again utilise the roll
mats to ease our journey, but decided rocks and roll mats are not
the best combination .
Feet burning , blisters rubbing and knees on the verge of popping,
we soldiered on to Spain and the rally point at which we had
arranged to meet the admin party. The last 4 miles were easy
going and we even managed CFT pace for the last hour, which
cheered up Jim Stocks. Rounding the penultimate corner we
met up with Lt Col Turnbull who welcomed us in and the admin
party took us to the nearest McDonalds for a post ex de-brief.

The team on the snow near the French/Spanish border

THE RETURN

again and having a BBQ with lots of the local rose.
The following morning we headed off up the road toward
Cherbourg, looking forward to our return home.

The following days were all about R&R and of course the
occasional light refreshment. The plans had changed from the
original slightly, due to the immense time it took to travel down.
The rethink was aimed at getting us back in time for the late ferry
on 8 August. The DSM had family staying near Bordeaux, so we
set off a day early and stayed overnight there, setting up tents

Lt Col Turnbull, W02(DSM) Cordery and the rest of the team
would personally like to thank Mr Scott Goodall MBE for his
time and effort in meeting with the team and his contribution
toward leading us up the right mountain. His book, 'The Freedom
Trail' is a fantastic guide and a truly great read, covering every
aspect of the route followed and associated stories.

BLANDFORD GARRISON GOLFING SOCIETY
BLANDFORD GARRISON GOLFING SOCIETY (BGGS) CAPTAIN'S DAY - by Col (Reid) Cliff Walters, President BGGS
BGGS Captain's Day was held at the Ashley Wood Golf Club on
26 September 2007. We were very fortunate that Brig (Retd)
Peter Burke of Selex Communications had very kindly agreed to
sponsor the event.

make 45. However, if neither player got a nett par the highest
total was recorded first: for example a nett 6 and a nett 8 would
score 86. And quite a few did! Thanks Mick you gave us an
excellent new golfing experience and a maths lesson.
The day was completed with Brig Burke presenting the prizes.
We are very grateful to the sponsorship given by Selex
Communications.

Capt Mick Cowie has recently returned to Blandford (where he is
no stranger!!) to take up the appointment of Club Captain and
this was his opportunity to think up something new for the
Society members. He did not fail.
We had fine weather and the morning round was a normal medal
round. The outright winner, with an excellent 2 shots below nett
par, was Capt Narayan Bhandri. Norrie Crook, soon to join
MPGS, won Division 1 and Dave Kieg won Division 2.
The afternoon round was DAYTONA PAIRS, the scoring of which
required at least 'A' Level Maths. Suffice it to say that W01
Angus MacPherson and W02 Chris Jones won with a score of
730 points. Some of the scores were such that the scorers
began to believe that the players thought they needed the most
points to win rather than the least! The scoring system involved
taking nett scores at each hole for the 2 players and making a
single two figure score. For example a nett 4 and a nett 5 would

Brig (Retd) Peter Burke presents the Black Horse Trophy to Capt
Narayan Bhandri

CORPS HOCKEY
- by Lt Col DG Proctor, Chairman RSHC and Mr Brian Mower,
Sec RSHC Veterans.

with the start of the 07/08 season and already the Corps teams
are engaged. Two key events have happened. Firstly, we did 1n
the end manage to send a team to Cyprus, more details below.

INTRODUCTION
July and early August produced little hockey and as a result the
October Wire Edition RSHC article was absent. Now we are back
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Secondly, we did send the Mens and Ladies Teams to the AHA
Inter-Corps Indoor Tournament at Aldershot on the 17/18 Oct.
Again, more about that below.
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More importantly and undoubtedly reported in the 11 Sig Regt
article, was the playing of the lnter-Sqn Hockey tournament at
Blandford within their Harrogate Cup. An excellent evening under
fading summer light (and indeed failed lights) saw a 3 way festival
of games. Players of all standards demonstrated that coming
through to units are good standard Sqn and Regtl players with
the odd potential Corps playe:-s also included. I therefore urge
units to take part in Div leagues and the Army Cup where
possible. The players are there and pitches are available, it is just
a matter of planning and effort!
AKROTIRI 7s TOURNAMENT 6 - 7 OCTOBER
The RSHC were offered the chance to send a mixed team to
participate in the 4th RAF Akrotiri Ts tournament to be held in
Cyprus over the week-end the 6fith October. Selection for this
short tour was based loosely on the effort and participation
shown by Corps members over the previous season. After many
changes to the original tour party, the final lucky 12 participants
were from the Ladies Section: Sgt Tracy Fairbairn, Cpl Emma
Pheasey, Sig Emma Parker and Sig Kirsty Price and from the
Mens Section: SSgt(YofS) Richard Lloyd, Cpls Dan Cattermole,
Greg Boot, Andy Arnold, Jamie Ayers and John Howe, Sig
James Talbot and Mr Brian Mower, who would act as tour
manager and umpire. The flight out from Gatwick was uneventful
apart from a last minute dash by the ladies to board before the
gates closed! Who said ladies keep you waiting?
Accn for the stay at RAF Akrotiri was to be in their very tired
transit accn. However there was no need for any central heating
as the day time temperature held steady at 30+ C for the entire
week! The actual tournament was played on Cyprus grass
pitches which for many of the young players became a new
experience and the uneven surface would certainly make for
interesting matches. Twenty teams drawn from all 3 services were
to participate in 4 mini leagues for the Saturday matches and the
Corps team playing in vivid orange were placed on pitch 2. The
first match was played against a touring RAF team, the
Chameleons. On a hot morning a close game ended O - o and
this was closely followed by the same score line in the following
match against the Barny Rubbles (RN).
In the third match the team found form and easily won 4 - O
against RAF Waddington with 3 goals from Jamie Talbot and 1
from John Howe. The form was however short lived as the next
game saw our first defeat, 1 - 0 to the Crusaders.
In the afternoon teams were shuffled and we played 3 further
matches, winning 1 - 0, drawing 1 - 1 and finally another defeat o
- 1 in a close final match. All teams were dehydrated by the end
of a very hot day's play and the evening's refreshments at the
station angling club were gladly taken therefore!
The points gained on the pitch (not the bar} during Saturday's
play secured a place in the Plate KO competition for Sunday
where in the opening game the Corps won 1 - o against RAF
Marham with an open play goal scored by Jamie Talbot. In a
close semi-final however, we were to narrowly lose 1 - o to a
team from 2 Bn REME. This completed our matches for the
week-end but SSgt Scouse Lloyd later umpired 2 further
matches and Brian Mower finished the day by umpiring an
excellent cup final which saw 159 Sp RLC come from behind to
win the main trophy 4 - 3 with a golden goal in extra time. The
Station Com.m~nder presented the prizes and while no trophies
were won this time, all the squad enjoyed the tournament and of
course the social events that followed. Brandy Sour anyone?

Playing in the new Corps white strip the team started well in the
first match with a convincing 5 - 3 win over AMA Sandhurst.
Goals were scored by Sig Jamie Talbot (3), Capt Dale Taft and
Sig Idris Davies. The second match against the AGC proved the
stumbling block for the team who conceded an early goal from a
penalty corner. Cpl Dan Cattermole, the Army/CS goalkeeper
kept us in the match with a fine penalty save but was later beaten
to an open play goal to make the score 0 - 2. The Corps
continued to dominate the match and despite many goal
attempts from open play and penalty corners failed to score until
the last few minutes when Capt Dale Taft converted a penalty to
end the match 2 - 1 to the AGC.
The final match was against the Inf, last year's winners, who
again fielded a very strong side containing several Army players.
In both their previous games they had easily won 6 - 2 and 6 - 1
to top the league. The Corps held the trophy holders well for the
opening exchanges and despite going a goal down quickly,
replied with an open play goal by Sig Jamie Talbot to level the
scores at 1 - 1. Slowly the extra experience began to tell and
open play goals by their Army forwards made the score 5 - 1
before Jamie Talbot again scored to make it 5 - 2 shortly before
the last Inf goal and final whistle made it a 6 - 2 defeat. All the
squad marshalled and captained by SSgt(YofS) Richard Lloyd
played to their best ability, however the lack of established Corps
players and indoor experience proved too much in the end as we
again failed to make at least the semi-finals. On a positive note
several new players have now gained indoor experience, which
may in future years prove beneficial.
In the Ladies' tournament on Day 2 the Corps dominated their
league with a fine initial win against the RLC 4 - 2 and later
followed this with a 2 - 1 win over the AGC to qualify for the
afternoon semi-finals. That game was against the RE. The Corps
team went down 3 - 2 but only after a disputed goal that was
disallowed by one umpire but given by the other! The disengaged
umpired ruled that it was outside the D! A penalty was also
missed so for the girls it was clearly not going to be our day.
Accepting the missed chance of a finals spot, they took on the
RMA Sandhurst team, winning well.
WHAT'S NEXT?
The teams are in the Winter Inter-Corps monthly league, but the
main additional events include:
AMAS
DSFC Welbeck
Corps training weekend and matches
Inter Corps Outdoor Tournament
'Past v Present' matches as part
of AHA Centenary
Bank Holiday Salisbury HC Festival
Overseas Tour

13 Feb 08
27 Feb 08
19/20 Apr 08
22-24 Apr 08
28 Jun 08
August 08
Oct/Nov 08

INTER-CORPS INDOOR TOURNAMENT 17/18 OCTOBER
The Corps Men's and Ladies' Hockey teams participated in the
Army Inter-Corps Tournament held at Aldershot. The original
team sheet for the men was badly depleted due to work course
and op commitments. However a late phone call to SSgt Sykes
LCpl Mark Shackleton, Capt Dale Taft, Cpl Gareth Mitchinson, Sig Idris
the Yeoman from 251 Sig Sqn, enabled extra players from his ' Davies, C!PI Carl Shackleton, Cpl Dan Cattermole, SSgt(YofS) Pete Sykes,
own Sqn to be made available.
Sig Jamie Talbot, Cpl John Howe, SSgt(YofS) Richard Lloyd
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CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM BRIG NIGEL WOOD, THE
CHAIRMAN OF THE ROYAL SIGNALS ASSOCIATION
The word that seems to have cropped up this year is "overstretch". Somehow everyone is being expected to do more, with
less. Perhaps the time has come to take a step back and do a
reality check - in other words what can realistically be done with
the resources available. I know this is what we all have to do at
home, otherwise teddies get thrown into the corner and the inside
of the dog-house gets a close personal inspection!
The family of the Corps is no different. What really matters is that
we continue to look after our own people, retired and serving.
This is why it is so important to maintain contact and develop
better lines of communication amongst each other. Branches of
the Association and individuals have responded magnificently to
the appeal I made earlier in the year to raise funds for the Corps
statue of Jimmy to be erected in the National Memorial
Arboretum. This appeal seems to have acted as focus for
activities in Branches and I am pleased to inform you all that the
statue will be erected shortly and it is planned to hold a formal
dedication at the Arboretum after Easter next year, when all
Branches will be invited to parade their standards. Further details
will be published as soon as they are known.
With a growing number of members of the Corps involved in very
hazardous active service in Iraq and Afghanistan, the need for the
establishment of regimental branches of the Association is
greater than ever before. I will be reviving an initiative started by
my predecessor, Gen Tony Boyle, to develop closer links
between serving members of the Corps and those who have
more recently retired. We hear much about free post and parcels
to theatres of operations. Even in this era of e-mails and welfare
telephone calls, soldiers still appreciate getting a real letter from
home. Perhaps this Christmas we can all do something as
simple as writing a letter to a soldier on operations.
The military covenant is very much in the news these days. It is
very important that those of us who have any influence do use it
to ensure that all sections of the community make their voice
heard in support of our servicemen and women, who put their
lives at risk on operations. It is for the government to decide
where to deploy its armed forces, so it is for those who elect the
government to ensure that the forces receive their full support,
whatever may befall. The establishment of charities such as
"Help for Heroes" is very much applauded to help ensure that
those who are injured receive the very best care and attention but
it could be argued that there should be no need for charitable
assistance when it is the nation's duty to care for those injured
while serving their country.
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As the year comes to a close, our thoughts and prayers remain
with all our soldiers deployed in dangerous places around the
world and with their families.
Wendy and I would like to thank all members of the Association
who have.showed us such kind hospitality throughout the year,
and we wish you all a very happy Christmas and a safe and
prosperous New Year.
NOTES FROM THE MEMBERSHIPS SECRETARY'S DESK
As another year comes to a close, I would like to say a big thank
you to all those members who support their local branch.
Branches play an important part in supporting the RSA. My
sincere gratitude to those branch members who have made
welfare visits, attended funerals and arranged fund raising
activities. Membership of branches has decreased over the past
few years and I would urge anyone who can to consider
becoming a member of their local branch. Don't forget that
wives/partners/spouses are welcome at branches.
May I wish all members and their families a happy Christmas and
a healthy New Year.
Branch news. From 1 January 2008, the Newark Branch will be
known as the "Newark and Mansfield Branch". Ray Jeffery has
taken over from Stan Wise as Secretary of the Darlington Branch.
Ray can be contacted on 01325-284662. After being in post for
10 years, Doug Dickason has handed over as Secretary, Assn of
Harrogate Apprentices to Maurice Snook. Maurice can be
contacted on 02392-372777 or
Maurjce@snook60.freeserve.co.uk. Mrs Liz Miller has been
elected as the new Secretary of the Herforder Assn and can be
contacted on 0141 -8806931 or LmillerZZ@hotmail,com . The
Oxfordshire Yeomanry Trust is now affiliated to the RSA. This
Trust was formed to provide welfare assistance to members of
5th (Queens Own Oxfordshire Hussars) Sig Sqn M - part of 31
Sig Regt M·
Branch balance sheets. May I respectfully remind all Hon
Treasurers that balance sheets (as at 31 December 2007) should
be with Assn HQ by 15 February 2008, in order that they may
form part of the Corps account audit.
RSA AGM 2008. Formal notice is given that the RSA AGM will
be held in the Victory Services Club, London on Saturday 29
March 2008. Meeting starts at 1030hrs and should end at around
1245hrs. All Life Members are eligible and welcome to attend.
Those wishing to attend are asked to give their name to Assn HQ
in order to help with seating and catering arrangements. Anyone
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wishing to raise a point at the meeting is asked to inform Assn
HQ by 1 March in order that the matter can be researched.

SSgt Mark(Lou) Plested
Lt Col Mark Smith

1984-08
1986-date

E-mail address. Please remember to inform me if you change
your e-mail address. We do like to send membPrs the ?dd
snippet of information and our annual newsletter by this means.
Please be reassured that your personal details will not be
disclosed to unauthorised persons.

Sgt Paul Nesbitt
Sig Michael Miller
Sig Daren Preston
SSgt Pete(Taff) Leyman
SSgt John Weightman
LCpl Bill Parker
Lt Alan Kennedy

1984-08
1987-96
1991-94
1975-89
1960-77
1970-86
1964-72

New Members. A warm welcome is extended to the following
members, enrolled into the RSA since the last issue of The Wire:

and were committed to a further 4 years with the Reserve. Many
stayed on beyond the 8 years.
The members who joined in October 1942 were Geoff Oakley,
Jim Peck, Titch Curtis, Tony Morgan and Frank Pedley.

Service

LCpl Ray Hewitt
Sig Bill Ritson
Cpl Michael McSherry
Cpl Michael Young
Cpl Andy Wigley
W01 Lindsey Spiers
LCpl Malcolm Stewart
LCpl Michael Fleming
Cpl Alex Atkinson
SSgt John Castle
Sgt Paul Crabb
Cpl Tony Fuller
Sgt Brian Plumbridge
Sig Derek Murphy
Sig Matt Bailey
Sgt Steve Cooper
Pte Pat Hoyle
Sig Kerry Tomlinson
SSgt Neil Foulkes
Cpl Jateen Sanghvi
Sig Andrew Newman
LCpl Allison Newman
Sig Tony Clegg
Lt Dorothy Coggan
Cpl Joe Webb
Sgt Dave Lester
Cpl Michael Smith
Sig Steve Powell
LCpl John Davies
Sig Cecil Beardow BEM
Sgt Char1ie Spearman
Cpl William Johnson
SSgt Marty Barringer
LCpl Geordie Pearson
Pte Andrea James
Maj Chris Wood
Cpl Bill Addy
Sig Chris Jones
Sgt Ken Marshall
Sig Maurice Lammas
Sig Philip Barker
Sgt David McMillan
W02 Keith Merrie
Sig Mark Corser
Sig Ron Griffin
LCpl Eric Mitchell
Sig John Walker
Sig Steve Duncan
Lt Caroline Addison
Lt Jim Campbell
SSgt Mat Booth
W01 Trev Prosser
Sig John Parker
LCpl Terence Harrison
LCpl Kyle Rann
Sgt John Hunter
Sig John Cahill
Capt Andy Kelly
Capt Harry Kemp
Sig Sam Haworth
Sig Martin Humphreys
Sig David Swift

1987-92
1959-61
1987-date
1998-date
1984-94
1984-07
1992-96
2000-08
1997-date RSS
Tayside & Fife
1983-07
1985-07
1984-95
1960-75
1956-58
2001-06
1992-date CCU Cyprus
1962-64
1992-94
1988-06
2002-07
1986-89
1984-93
1980-83
1942-47
1943-47
1998-07
1987-01
1985-89
1932-45
1939-46
Air Fmn Sigs Assn
1943-47
Air Fmn Sigs Assn
1950-52
1990-date
1998-07
1988-90
1988-07
1950-55
2003-07
1951 -53
1957-60
2003-07
1971-83
1982-04
1987-94
1942-46
South London Branch
1956-58
1956-58
1983-89
1972-78
Dorset Branch
1963-85
1984-07
1984-07
1957-59
1961-70
2001-07
1945-48
1950-52
1979-07
1982-07
2003-date
Preston/Blackburn
1991-98
Preston/Blackburn
2006-date
Preston/Blackburn

Mr J Riley
Maj and Mrs Peter Thomson in memory of
Maj (QM) Fred Pavey
Tom Stone
Maj G Harrison in memory of
Maj (Retd) Fred Pavey
R Waldron
The officers of 71 Sig Regt M in memory of
Maj Gen Sir John Anderson KBE
Mr RDV Feder!
Ian Swan in memory of
Maj Gen Sir John Anderson KBE
From his family In memory of Charles Shaw
Gerta Cito Lodge
Maj Harvey Blizard
Maj Gen John Badcock in memory of
Maj Gen Sir John Anderson KBE
Donations in memory of Joseph Johnson
Malta, Libya & Egypt Command Assn
Tom Johnstone
Dorothy Coggan

one of the few very pleasant days this summer. Indeed the fine
weather lead to some Members using the private balcony to greet
the passing public. We were delighted to have some members of
the Burma Star Association present and, as usual, our President
Brig Colin Brown and his wife Heather attended
Also in June, some Branch Members used allocated tickets to
attend the final rehearsal of the Trooping the Colour parade. The
seats were in a good position to see both the parade and also the
arrivals from and departures to the Mall. Afterwards the Branch
party spent the rest of the day in London but one member went
to Buckingham Palace to watch the Changing of the Guard as the
Royal Corps of Signals was handing over to the Welsh Guards

Branch/unit

Rank/Name
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36 Sig Regt M & East
London Branch

In July we had an evening meeting at our TAC where there was a
talk by a fund raiser from the Guide Dogs for the Blind charity.
The lady concerned was accompanied by her son and his guide
dog "Major", who was inevitably the star of the show and spoiled
by all present. The Branch was able to make a donation to this
good cause.

£45.00
£25.00
£25 .00
£10.00
£20.00

Harry Hemmings, Geoff Oakley, "Titch " Curtis, Jim Peck, Tony
Morgan and Don Capon

£50.00
£10.00 + Gift
Aid Declaration

October 1943 saw Don Capon join and in October 1944, Harry
Hemming swelled the numbers. Ernie Short joined a little later
completing the band of eight.

£40.00
£20.00.
£20.00
£360.00

In recognition of this service the attending members were
awarded a full days pay which amounted to 5Y2 or 11 d in the old
currency.

£20.00
£290.95
£50.00
£50.00
£25.00

BATH & DISTRICT BRANCH
Once again the Branch held the Annual Lunch, in the Sgts' Mess
of 21 Sig Regt on Friday 12 October. W01(RSM) Steve Mayall
was one of the guests (in his own mess) but he was given moral
support by W01 (RSM) Kenny Rayson of 10 Sig Regt. The
Branch is highly appreciative of the support from both units. 10
Sig Regt has kindly offered affiliation and the Branch Committee
is following up this initial suggestion to see where both sides can
support and assist each other.
The Annual Lunch was an occasion to also acknowledge an
event that we feel is possibly unique (but some other branch will
no doubt top it).
Six of the members that attended the lunch were celebrating the
65th year (almost to the day) of them joining the Royal Signals. A
further 2 unfortunately could not attend. This alone may not
appear to be much to shout about, but 5 joined boy service on
the same date and have maintained a contact almost on a daily
basis since then. The 3 others joined before the end of the
hostilities and so all 8 served in boy service during the same
period.
At the outbreak of WW2, enlistment of boy soldiers was
suspended. While Hitler was developing weapons of mass
destruction and considering the holocaust, in true British tradition
it was felt to be unfair to unleash spotty faced 14 year olds on the
German population. However in 1942 recruitment began again .
The aim of the recruitment was to form the nucleus of Senior
NCOs and WOs in the post war Regular Army. The attending
members all enlisted for a period of 8 years from the age of 18

THE WIRE, DECEMBER 2007

It is a testament to both the loyalty and commitment of them all,
that they attended the lunch and do as members of the
association , and still want to be part of the family that is the
Royal Corps of Signals.
It is also interesting to note that the War Office did actually
achieve their aims of forming a nucleus for the post war Regular
Army. This bunch of ordinary guys produced 3 Lt Cols, 2 Majs
and some senior WOs.
The lunch was also
an occasion to
celebrate the
presentation of a 50
year badge and
certificate to Geoff
Oakley. His citation
is too long to
reproduce for The
Wire . But his long
service and
dedication to both
the serving Corps
and the Association
were fully recognised .
His wife Anne also
received recognition
Geoff Oakley receives his 50 year badge
for her dedication
from Eddie Pickup
and powers of
survival, in that Anne and Geoff had celebrated their 56th
wedding anniversary that weekend. Living with Geoff for 56 years
must deserve a medal of some kind .

BRIGHTON BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Tony Allibone
Phil West

The Branch continues to enjoy a range of activities. In mid-June
we held a very successful Summer Lunch at our usual venue, the
Courtlands Hotel. Some 30 members and guests attended on
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A party of members went to Sandhurst in August to see the
Sovereign's Parade. The weather was not ideal to start with but
improved as the day progressed. On this occasion, the Pipe
Major, Gordon Rowan, was from the Royal Signals and everyone
enjoyed a superb parade followed by an enjoyable picnic.
In September, we held a pub lunch at Small Dole with the usual
good number who attend these informal and sociable gatherings.
We continue to hold regular coffee mornings to cater for those
members who are unable to attend evening or full day events.
Our Chairman launched an appeal for the Branch to support the
fund raising for the Corps memorial at the National Arboretum
and we hope to play our part in this Association venture. Sadly
during this period we have had to record the passing of some
older members and where possible the Branch has been
represented at funerals. As always the committee work hard to
ensure that the Branch continues to provide both friendsh ip and
support to any ex-signallers.

EAST KENT BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Brian Calladine
John Ballantyne

Although it has been some time since you've heard from us in
East Kent, the Branch has nonetheless been as active as it ever
was. At our AGM in January, Maj Gen John Badcock announced
that it was time to hand over the duties of Secretary. This was
duly accomplished but far from being let off the hook, delegates
immediately moved that he be installed as the Life President of
the Branch .
A short series of lunches with an appropriate speaker or a quiz
kept the branch functioning during the colder early months of the
year, before the first real outing of 2007 . This year, 36 members
took themselves off to the Isle of Wight, indulging in all the
delights that a seaside venue has to offer. Indeed the weather
was so good that 3 intrepid travellers found their way to the
beach and promptly shocked the assembled onlookers by diving
in and swimming out some 100 yards or so, before beating a
hasty retreat to the comfort of the bar. It might have looked nice
but the temperature was far from it! Her Majesty's Birthday
Parade on Horse Guards and the re union in June/July calmed
the situation down and led nicely into August, when Gill Badcock
played host to 80 Meribers attending the annual BBQ. An
excellent buffet and an afternoon of horse racing made the event
its usual great success.
With 2 more smaller events now over, the Branch as in previous
years again provided the largest marching contingent at the
Canterbury Remembrance Parade in November. We now look
forward to settling down to our annual Christmas festivities.
which this year will again be held at the Marine Hotel in
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Tankerton. The East Kent Branch takes this opportunity to wish all
the Association Branches and the Corps throughout, Seasons
Greetings and all the very best wishes for 2008.

Due to eqpt problems, the talk due to be given to the Branch on
19 September entitled "The Origins of World War 1" by Mr Bill
Duff of the Parachute Association had to be postponed . However
we were not to be disappointed when the speaker found us
another expert to talk about The Battle of Monte Casino in WW2 .
Bill Duff introduced both the subject and the speaker, Maj Chris
Davies of the Royal Irish Regt. We had a good turnout with
many questions coming from our members. Many of them
seemed to remember 1944 and that particular piece of history.

EAST LONDON BRANCH
Chairman
Secretary

Maj (Rtd) Paul Burton
Alan Turner

Since our last notes, we had a large contingent attend the
Blandford Reunion and amongst them was Dave Coles who has
recently volunteered to be one of our Standard Bearers. With this
in mind, Dave enthusiastically entered the Standard Bearers'
competition and while he did not win, he did learn a lot about
how to carry out the duties involved with Standard Bearing.
We quite often have joint events arranged along with the local
REME Association and one of these recently was a visit to the
Arborfield Open Day for which a coach load headed off early one
Saturday morning. A good day was had by all, with the only
complaint being that they could have done with more time than
they actually had there.
As we compile these notes, preparations are well in hand for our
Disco and Supper Dance on 17 November and we have already
started preliminary arrangements for our Formal Dinner Dance
scheduled for 1 March, 2008. Details of this and other events are
posted on our web site at:
http://www.army.mod.uk/royalsiqnals/rsa/eastlondon/index.htm
We always welcome more members and encourage any potential
members living in East London, South and East Essex area to join
us. We are aiming to be inclusive and would welcome as
Associate Members, serving or ex-service men and women from
other Arms, Regts and Corps. Our meetings are held in the Sgts'
Mess of 36 Sig Regt, Gordon Road, llford at 8pm on the fourth
Tuesday of each month.

GLASGOW BRANCH

encouraged to go to the website at:
ww w.palacebarracksmemorialqarden.org.

During September, we had the pleasure of meeting a WW2
veteran signaller called Jack Mount with his wife, over here on
holiday from Devon. Jack had sent a letter to RSA Blandford in
April 2007, detailing a previous visit to Belfast beginning in 1940.
This letter was soon followed up at the NI Branch, resulting in
Jack and Elizabeth meeting several members of the Branch and
visiting Clonaver Park TA Centre. Their visit unfortunately did not
coincide with our Branch meeting date but Jack, perhaps if you
are reading this you will come again but include the third
Wednesday of the month next time.
In Jack's own words with paraphrases: "My WIT section arrived
in Belfast Lough towards the end of June 1940 aboard the 'City
of Derby'. We had escaped from Brest in France about 3 weeks
after Dunkirk and the Belfast Harbour Authorities were rather
suspicious of us. We were anchored under armed guard for 24
hrs until the War Department signalled that we were not fifth
columnists. As we had our full equipment including vans and
radios and some active experience, we were used as the nucleus
of a new unit at Victoria Barracks, which Maj George Bayliss
named Northern Ireland District Signals or NIST". The rest of
Jack's story is too long for this edition but it does involve carrier
pigeons.
We are very pleased to report a great improvement in the health
of our Archivist and former Welfare Member, Edgar McCall. After
a very close shave some months ago, followed by a long period
of rehabilitation at home, Edgar and his wife Jean have been
able to enjoy a break in the RBL's Bennet House in Northern
Ireland's premier resort Portrush on the north coast.

I

NORTHERN IRELAND BRANCH
Chairman
Hon Sec

Mr J Reilly
Capt I Wolfe

A good turnout of members visited the Palace Barracks Memorial
Garden, near Holywood, County Down on 15 August. They were
given a guided tour by Albert Owens MBE (ex Para) who has
been responsible for its creation and maintenance. This is
Indeed a worthy tribute to the memory of the fallen Tri-Service
pers and police who died In the Northern Ireland Troubles and to
some who fell in the Falklands War, Including mention of the son
of our Branch Vice President, Lt Col CN Terry Lightfoot. Albert
Owens has also created an Impressive written publication, listing
details of many Incidents during the conflict. Proceeds from the
publication go towards the upkeep of the gardens. Readers are
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During the
course of the
dinner the
Chairman was
pleased to
present our new
branch tie to
both Brig Verey
and Gen
Cowan. In turn
the Master
presented the 50
year badge and
certificate to
Branch member
Maj (Retd) Ron
The Master with Maj Ron Fletcher
Fletcher, who
with his wife Jean travelled from Devon to join us and receive his
award.
At the end of the meal the usual toasts were drunk, and in his
response to 'The Guests' Gen Cowan talked about his
forthcoming trip to Nepal and Tibet, where he will be
accompanied by the grandson of the famous 'Sherpa' Tensing.
As usual it made for very interesting listening, and we can only
hope that Gen Cowan will have the opportunity to tell us
something about his trip in due course.
By the time this report is published the Remembrance Services
will be over, and the 'festive season' looming. The Reading
Branch Committee has a number of gatherings planned, and
details of forthcoming events may be found on our web site at:
http·//www.army.mod .uk/royalsignals/rsa/reading/index.htm

SCARBOROUGH BRANCH
A 'Cheese and Wine Evening' was held in St Michael's Church
Hall, Scarborough, on Friday 7th September 2007 and the
proceeds have been donated to the Corps National Memorial
Arboretum .

Chairman
Secretary
The monthly meetings of the Branch have continued and are well
attended; several functions have been arranged for near future.
These include aSrAndrew's Dance and the Annual Burns
Supper.

Jane Stockill's two sons John and Aubrey. Also joining us for
the evening were representatives from a number of our
neighbouring branches who brought with them their Branch
Standards for display, alongside our own, in the dining room.

Mrs Pauline Tennant
Lt Col (Retd) Hugh Nealon

Reading Branch has recently lost a stalwart supporter with the
sudden death of Jane Stockill. An Associate Member of the
Branch, Jane was a true member of the Corps family. Her father
had served with the Corps; both her husbands were officers in
the Corps and one of her sons served with the Corps. The
Branch was well represented at the funeral service and the
Bran.ch Standard was carried. Jane will be greatly missed , not
only by this branch but also by the other organisations in which
she was a keen participant. Other sad news to report is that Alan
Foot, known to many throughout the RSA, is quite ill. He is due
to have an operation shortly (mid October), and we hope to report
that he is much improved , when the next edition of 'The Wire'
appears.
Alan's illness meant that for t he first time, he was unable to
attend our Annual Reunion Dinner, the 37th, held at Sonning Golf
Club on 29 September. Nevertheless, as our Dinner Secretary, he
did the planning from his hospital bed and with the Chairman and
others following his instructions, we managed another very
successful dinner. Leading the proceedings was our new
President, Brig Tony Verey QVRM TD DL under instruction from
the Chairman, Pauline Tennant. Our guests for the evening were
The Master of Signals, Gen Sir Sam Cowan KCB CBE and Lady
Ann Cowan. We were also delighted to be able to entertain
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carried by Harry Ruff, and that of the East London Branch were
paraded, and we were delighted to be joined by members of that
branch .. Also parading with us, and in great strength and spirit ,
were the Sheffield Branch who coincide their annual weekend
visit to London with that of our attendance at the service.
Following the devotions, a good time was had by all.

AIR FORMATION SIGNALS
ASSOCIATION
President
Chairman
Secretary

Lt Col David Craft CO 21 Sig Regt
Dr David Vickers
Mr Dennis Egan

Membership of the Air Formation Signals Association (AFSA) is
open to all who served in Air Formation or Air Support Signal
Units and in CAFSO Branches of Air Headquarters. The
Association, together with the19 Signal Regiment Association and
21 Signal Regiment have created a crescent of 10 trees at the
National Memorial Arboretum dedicated to the memory to all who
serve, or have served in, Air Formation or Air Support Signal
Units. This memorial will be completed when a stone, taken from
the original Blandford Camp roundabout, is installed with a
plaque noting that these 10 trees form one coherent memorial.
On Saturday, May 10th 2008, members of the AFSA will meet in
reunion at Stoke on Trent and will visit the Arboretum to formally
dedicate and bless the stone prior to viewing the new Armed
Forces and Royal Signals memorials. It is planned that members
will then visit the Brewery Museum at Burton on Trent before
returning to Stoke for their AGM and reunion dinner.
For more details, please contact Mr Chris Collier, Membership
Secretary: 32 Mason Crescent, Penn, Wolverhampton, WV4 4DU.

19 SIGNAL REGIMENT
ASSOCIATION
President:
Chairman:
General Secretary:

Col Colin Gilbert
Lt Col Pat Soward
Mr John Home

WEST LONDON BRANCH

Members of the 19th Signal Regiment Associatfun started to
assemble at the Warwick Hilton Hotel for their 1Sth reunion on the
afternoon of Friday, September 14th. After ·me~ting and greeting '
and an early buffet dinner, most moved to an adjacent committee
room where Pat Soward showed the RAF Changi Association
video 'Changi and Singapore (Past & Present)'. Members saw
pictures of Changi taken in the 1920s, the building of the barrack
blocks in the late 1930s and cine film of Changi and Singapore
taken in the 1950s and 60s followed by a Singapore Airlines video
showing the building of the present Changi Airport. The 2Y2 hour
epic ended with videos of Changi, Kranji, Singapore and the new
Metro taken on recent visits by members of the RAF Changi
Association.

On a sunny Sunday 2nd September (a memorable date for many
veterans) we attended morning service at the Chapel of the Royal
Hospital Chelsea. This annual event has become a tradition of the
Branch. It was initiated 15 years ago by Cliff Wood, who joined
the Boys Training Company at Catterick in the 1940s and retired
from 10 Sig Regt as a W01 (YofS). An old member of the branch,
Wally Offord recently has become an In Pensioner and we were
pleased to be joined by Wally for the customary after parade
fraternisation in their Club, following which we enjoyed an
excellent curry tiffin specially arranged for us.

It had been planned for members to take a coach to
Kidderminster the following morning with a trip by steam train
along the picturesque Severn Valley Line to Bridgenorth to
explore the historic town and (perhaps?) indulge in a little ·retail
therapy'! However nature had intervened. Floodwater had
undermined the track in several places and a replacement
programme was put in place at short notice. Off in the opposite
direction to the Heritage Motor Centre at Gayden where 2
excellent guides explained how motoring had developed in
England. Off again to Banbury with the treats of the historic town,
modern shopping centre, street market, the canal and working
boatbuilders on a beautiful, warm, sunny, autumn day.

Our contingent was headed by Col John Eversfield ERO TD,
who formerly commanded 31 Sig Regt. Both our standard ,

In the meantime, back at the hotel, the rear party had started to
assemble and our guest ohhonour, Brig Nigel Wood, Chairman of

This enjoyable event was organised by Mike and Pam Stanger.
Teresa Jewell and Linda Pennock ran a raffle under the watchful
eye of John Pennock. Bottles of wine were sold by auction with
Steve Jewell's showing his expertise as an auctioneer. A grand
total of £170 was raised during the evening and this was made
up to £200 by adding a further £30 raised at the raffle held at the
monthly meeting of the Association the following Monday.
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the Royal Signals Association, had discovered the Oliver brothers,
Martin and Fraser. When he discovered that Fraser was not ex
Corps but a lowland Scot infanteer, it started a banter which
continued into the wee small hours!

the ladies were all presented with a corsage, the gents receiving a
minature digital clock and barometer, which was a great surprise.
Run out of pens, then? . Eventually the dinner call rang out and
we were treated to an excellent meal, served to us by the young
(mostly university students) waiters and waitresses .

Dinner was presided over by Col Col•r1 Gilbert who kept a tight
reign on the formalities. To mark the occasion of our 15th reunion,
he read a message of loyal greetings that he had sent to our
Colonel in Chief and the reply that he had received from her.
Later he ensured that the AGM took no more than 3 minutes,
one minute for each agenda item! There were no nominations for
committee posts and , with the exception of George Brew, all
committee members had agreed to continue and were formally re
elected .

The speech was made by our chairman Toby Seymour, who
thanked the hotel staff for looking after us so well. He also
thanked all members of our admin team, those who print and
publish our Jimmy's Journal and nominal roll, those who organise
the hotel rooms and the buses and not forgetting the raffle, our
treasurer and his lady who keep us in the black. and lastly our
secretary Jess Weir, who at the moment is incapacitated by that
dreaded big c. Get well soon Jess.

George Brew, our founder member and for many years, Chairman
and Treasurer, was presented with a Silver Beaufighter to mark
the occasion of his retirement from the Association Committee.
Pat Soward was presented with his RSA 50 Year Badge and Brig
Nigel Wood gave a short review of the Corps' activities, the future
of Blandford Camp and the work of the RSA. After coffee and
mints members retired to the 'meeting and greeting' area to quaff
ale and to continue reminiscing and talking of the weekend's
events.
On Sunday morning committee members met for a quick wash
up and discussion of the next reunion. Committee members
reported unanimous agreement that the visit to the Motor
Museum had been a great success due, especially, to the
knowledge and personalities of the 2 guides. It was agreed that
next year we would again meet at the Warwick Hilton and would
book the steam train trip that had been denied us this year.
Subject to confirmation the weekend of September 12th - 14th,
2008, has been pencilled in the hotel diary.

Without these stalwarts 254 would not function. Peter
McNaughton then gave the toast to our departed members who
have now reached a total of 166, which included the 4 who
passed on this year: David Bussell, Jim Crow, Ken Wood and
Norman Walker. There were also 2 ladies, Margot Hawke and
Maureen Smith - we do remember them.
Peter apologizes for missing out David Bussells name on the
Saturday evening, he also told the assembled company that
David Abercrombie had kindly volunteered to suceed him as
Toast Master.
The raffle then took place with the husband and wife team of Ann
and Pat Fox Roberts presenting the prizes. Two birthdays were
celebrated in song to Margaret Severs and Dennis Woodward.
Many happy returns. A lady guest who came with Moyra and Nat
Preece summed it all up when she said that she had had the best
weekend ever, she could not get over the fact that a crowd of
oldies had so much get up and go and were happy and smiling .
It says something for the 254 Club. Till the same time next year
Merry Christmas and all the best for 2008.

254 OLD BOYS ASSOCIATION
Due to the double booking of the hotel for our usual weekend in
October, we had to change to the weekend of 21/23 September.
As it happened we had very good weather and a super
reunion with 120 sitting down to dinner on the Saturday evening.
The weekend took on its usual pattern with 43 members arriving
on the Thursday, another 68 on the Friday and the remainder on
Saturday. Our overseas contingent had shrunk this year, only
Tony Taylor and Evi from Germany attended. We did however
have 2 newcomers, Oad (Buck} Bell and Jeff Walton. Jeff
completed his 8 years then left the Army to join the RAF, where
he completed a full period of service. This year was the 60th
anniversary of the 1947 intake, the 1948 intake which was a small
intake joined the 1947 lot and we had a joint 60th celebration.
Those attending were Steve Breslof, Gerry Brewer, Reg Brewin,
Brian Fisher, Benny Goodman, Bill Grieve, Dennis Harrison, Bruce
Howie, Brian Huxley Duggan, Bob Hyland, Pat Soward, Clive
Thompson and Peter West. Also attending was a cadre member
who joined in 1947, Capt Norman Baker. All were accompanied
by their spouses. This means of course that the champagne
receptions will cease until, and if the 1942 lot start them up again
in 2012, when it will be their 70th anniversary. Hopefully age shall
not weary them.

BEVERLEY EX-BOYS
ASSOCIATION
Chairman
Secretary

Mick Teague
Tony Hull

The long awaited weekend for our 9th Annual Reunion arrived at
last. The journey up to Beverley on Friday 5 October took place
in brilliant sunshine and it was hoped that this was a good omen
for the coming weekend. Approximately 50 members arrived on
Friday and most of them adjourned to 'The Ketch' pub for a
dinner that had been arranged by Tony Hull. On Saturday,
people took themselves off to Beverley, Hull and other parts of
the surrounding area.
The actual Reunion Dinner was held on Saturday 6 October at the
Ramada Jarvis Hotel with 94 guests attending - the function
room was absolutely buzzing. Dinner commenced with Mike
Stanger saying Grace. Our Guest of Honour was Maj Ian Greig,
Assistant Regimental Secretary of the Royal Signals Association.

In his speech he gave details of the "Jimmy" that is to be erected
at the National Memorial Arboretum and thanked BESA for their
donation of £300. He said that more than enough money had
been collected for the "Jimmy'', which should be unveiled in the
spring and we will be advised of the details. Any surplus funds
will be used for the maintenance of the statue. He also gave
details of the fate of Blandford and although the School of
Signals will be moving to St Athan, the Regtl HQ, the Band and
the White Helmets will be staying at Blandford and 14 Sig Regt
will be moving in. Ian made a very good speech with some
humorous elements which was much enjoyed by one and all and
after dinner he circulated among the guests speaking to several
of them.
The raffle was run by our Chairman, Mick Teague, ably assisted
by our Vice-Chairman, Tony Bermingham with much humour
involved. We are very grateful to Mary Wardle and Gillian
Broadbent for selling the raffle tickets and with the additional
auctioning of a couple of the prizes we made £385.00 for the
funds .
It was very nice to have Lee Edinger present for the Reunion as
he was a member of the staff at Beverley, as was John Wardle,
who has supported us every year. We were also pleased to
welcome Vic and Julia Osmand and John Bradford, who
attended for the first time. The evening was a great success and
Maureen French said she would like to say thank you on behalf
of the ladies present as they had all enjoyed themselves as well.

MALTA/LIBYA ASSOCIATION
The 14th Reunion took place on Friday 30 August - Sunday 2nd
September 2007 at Staverton Park Hotel, Daventry.
Northamptonshire.
Roy and Pat Andrews greeted early arrivals and gave them the
itinerary. At ?pm, everyone gathered for drinks in a private bar.
There were the usual greetings and meetings of old friends and
with 5 new members, the room was soon buzzing with nostalgia
and laughter. This was followed by dinner, a fun quiz organised by
Arthur Harris and then a game throwing a £1 coin at a bottle, the
nearest person to it collected the prize. Uta Longstaff won this.
Proceeds were donated to the Royal Signals Statue at the
National Arboretum .
On Saturday at IOam, members and wives attended a lively AGM ,
chaired by Roy Andrews who gave his annual report. Sadly he·
reported the deaths of 4 members. Money was allocated to the
'Jimmy' memorial. After the meeting there was plenty of time to
take advantage of the exercise facilities at the hotel , shopping or
visiting the nearby towns of Northampton and Leamington Spa.
In the evening 70 members met in the bar for drinks prior to the
Gala Dinner. There was dancing until midnight to the band of
Jimmy Graham, interspersed with the Grand Raffle organised by
Denis Croot and a ·cabaret' (11 male members coached and
coaxed by Val Longstaff) singing their very amusing rendition of
'Always look on the bright side of life'. The evening finished with
'Our Val' entertaining us with his singing and guitar playing.

Saturday was spent by the majority going off by bus to visit the
National Arboretum at Alrewas to check on our 254 memorial (a
bench and tree) and to view the new armed forces memorial to
those pers killed since the end of WW2, which will contain the
names of 2549547 CWF (Buck} Bearne and 2549556 WPC
(Warren) Smith, both aged 19 when they died.
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Name and Rank

Served Years

Aitchison - Cpl G Aitchison

Died

1984/96
Anderson - Maj Gen JE Anderson KBE

18/10/2007

Anderson - Maj DB Anderson
Benson - LCpl AF Benson
Brook - ?? JS Brook
Curtis - 2 Lt PE Curtis
Doyle - Cpl AA Doyle
Ducker - Cpl BC Ducker
Dunbar - Maj DA Dunbar

1936/72
1942/75
1960/69
1941/45
1955/58
1961/73
1955/63
1961/98

09/09/2007
29/09/2007
10/10/2007
16/10/2007
08/09/2007
17/10/2007
??/10/2007

Durrant - Capt P Durrant
Fenton - Pte E Fenton
Foot - W02 AE Foot
Gloin - ?? GE Gloin
Haggar - Sgt R Haggar
Hearl - Sig TW Hearl

1953/75
????/??
1943/80
????/??
1939/ 57
1943/47

19/08/2007
??/09/2007
19/10/2007
29/08/2007
07/05/2007
24/01 / 2007

Hollier - Cpl KFC Hollier
1953/58
Johnson - Lt Col AJE Johnson 1933/49
Johnson - Sig J Johnson
1932/46

17/10/2007
??/??/2006
??/09/2007

2210912007

Johnson - Maj P Johnson

1950/87

13/10/2006

Lamb - Lt Col A Lamb

1940/69

04/08/2007

Marshall - Maj SG Marshall

1964/92

03/09/2007

Pitt - LCpl PHG Pitt

1943/47

17/08/2007

Preston - Pte B Preston

1942/46

??/09/2007

Prynne - Maj AStG Prynne

1935/57

12/02/2007

Rayner - Sgt A Rayner
1938/46
Schroeter - Maj AM Schroeter 1938/46
Shaw - LCpl CA Shaw
1939/46

??/??/2007
18/09/2007
29/08/2007

Stratton - Maj G Stratton

1974/05

02/09/2007

Taylor - ?? SC Taylor

????/??

23/09/2007

Usher - Cpl J Usher

1940/46

??/10/2007

Walker - Maj PR Walker

1972/82

14/08/2007

Watt - W02 RN Watt

1952/68

25/10/2007

Wilkinson - Maj R Wilkinson

1970/??

02/08/2007

Worth - Sig L Worth

1939/46

??/??/????

Wright - Sgt KO Wright

1935/46

12/09/2007

ANDERSON - Maj (Retd) David Brydie Anderson died on 29
September 2007
It is with deep regret that the Glasgow Branch has to announce
the death of one of its founder members, Maj David Anderson on
the 29 September 2007 after a short illness at the age of 85
years. He was a membes of the Royal Signals Association,
number 23381.

After a couple of hours at the Arboretum, it was off to Lichfield for
a bit of shopping, a visit to the cathedral and/or the Staffordshire
Regt museum. Everyone did their own thing and all came back
tired but happy after a good day out.
The evening started off with pre-dinner drinks in the bar and then
everyone headed for the 1947/48 champagne reception where

Sunday dawned bright and sunny, following breakfast in the "tent'
(the hotel was being refurbished and some meals were taken 1n a
large marquee} it was time to bid farewell until next year. A few
members who remained spent a pleasant day in Stratford upon
Avon. Our thanks to Pat and Roy Andrews for organising the
weekend. The next reunion is to be held at the Staverton Hotel on
the 29/31 August 2008. If you have served in Malta Libya Egypt
Command and would like to join us, we are a friendly and
informal group please contact Pat Andrews Tel 01227 264551.

Maj Ian Greig addressed the Beverley Ex-Boys Reunion
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David joined the army in March 1942 and served until July 1947.
He served in the UK, India, Burma and Iraq with the Rajputs. It
was during this time that he was commissioned.
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In November 1956. David joined the Territorial Army, joining 52nd
Lowland Div Sig Regt in Glasgow in the rank of Capt and taking
command of Saracen Tp. In 1968, after 12 years service he was
awarded the Territorial Decoration of which he was immensely
proud. He was promoted to Maj and served until August 1975.
David was buried in his home town of Crail in Fife on 5th October
2007 at a private family funeral to whir;n Bill and Betty Taylor of
the Glasgow Branch were invited. Bill was asked to take one of
the cords of the coffin at the graveside.
He will be sadly missed by the Glasgow Branch who extend their
deepest sympathy to David's family.

ANDERSON - Maj Gen Sir John Anderson KBE died on 9
September 2007
Maj Gen Sir John Anderson
KBE was educated at
King's School, Rochester,
and The Royal Military
Academy, Woolwich
and commissioned in
January 1936 into
the Royal Corps of
Signals.
After
qualifying courses
at The School of
Signals and a year
with 10th Inf Bde Sig
Sect and 4th Div Sigs,
he was posted to
Egypt Sigs in the
autumn of 1938. He was
soon transferred to Egypt
Mobile Div which was just
being formed. This later became
7th Armd Div. He served in the Div Sig Regt on active service as Tp
Comd, Adjt, Sqn Comd and operational 21C from 1939 to 1942 and
counted himself as a true •Desert Rat•.
He then attended the Staff College at Haifa in mid 1942 and from
there was appointed to HQ 8th Army, which he joined just after
the Battle of Alamein. Initially he was one of Gen Montgomery's
Liaison Officers but was transferred after a short time to the Ops
Staff and held the appointment of GS02 Ops through the
remainder of the North African Campaign, the invasion of Sicily
and thence into Italy. He used to quote Churchill's words, "When
you are asked what you did during the war, it will suffice to say, 'I
marched and fought with the Desert Army. •
After the war, he held a number of appointments on the General
Staff and in Signals, the most notable being as GS01 in the
Directorate of Tactical Investigation from May 1945 until April
1946. The team carried out the first joint investigation into the
effects of atomic war on the structure and tactics of the Three
Armed Services. He then went te the School of Signals as a Lt
Col Senior Instructor in the Regtl Wing from April 1946 until
January 1948, dealing with courses for Regtl Signalling
Instructors for the RA, RE and Inf. Like many other officers with
temporary rank, he then had to revert to his wartime substantive
rank of Maj and was posted as GS02 to Signals 5 in the War
Office from January 1948 until December 1949. He then went to
New Zealand for a tour as Director, Royal New Zealand Signals,
particularly appropriate as his father was a New Zealander.
On return from New Zealand in 1952, he went straight to BAOR
and joined 11th Armd Div Sig Regt as a Sqn Comd and later 21C.
He was then granted temporary rank again as Lt Col and was
appointed CSO London District and held this appointment from
1954 until the end of 1956.
His greatest joy at this stage was to return to 7th Armd Div as the
last Comd Royal Signals, before this famous Div was disbanded.
Then, after a shortened tour as MS and AG to Malaysian Forces

542

in Kuala Lumpur, he returned to the War Office on promotion and
served in the Signals Directorate as Col and then as Brig, taking
over from Brig Stoneley as SGS Signals. Subsequently, he was
CSO BAOR, attended the 1966 course at the IDC and then
became successively SOinC(A) and ACDS(Signals), retiring in
1972 after 36 years active service.
Four years after his retirement, he was selected in international
competition as the second Director General of the NATO
Integrated Communication System Management Agency in
Brussels, a post he held until 1981 . He then joined the Armed
Forces Communications and Electronics Association and
functioned as their Executive Director for Europe until 1988. He
was a Colonel Commandant of Royal Signals from 1969 until
1975, and in this capacity received the Freedoms of Herford and
Krefeld on behalf of his Corps. He was Col of 71st (Y) Sig Regt
TAVR from 1969 1976 and was also very proud of his association
with the Women's Transport Service (FANY) as Hon Col and later
as Chairman of their Advisory Committee, which appointment he
regarded as a very high honour.
He was always a keen fly fisherman, and was President of the
Piscatorial Society from 1982 - 1987 and was an active and well
known fisherman on the chalk streams of Hampshire and
Wiltshire. Maj Gen Sir John Anderson KBE was mentioned in
despatches three times during the war, was appointed CSE in
1963 and was promoted in the order to KBE in 1971. He was a
Fellow of the IEE and a Companion of the SIM.
He is survived by his wife Jean, a strong and effective support
throughout his career, his son, Lt Col (Retd) Michael Anderson
who also served in Royal Signals, his daughter, Sheena and
several grandchildren.
The final words are from his son Michael's tribute to his father
delivered at the Parish Church of St Peter and St Paul , Aldeburgh
at the funeral on 20 September 2007.
"To his family, Dad was simply the best and much loved by the
younger generation. I have to record this; that throughout his life,
he was impeccably dignified and even when faced with pain in
his back and legs or with the many nursing procedures he had to
endure - he never, ever complained. He was ever modest about
his many and considerable achievements and had no time for the
puffed up or boasters of this world."

MARSHALL - Maj Steve Marshall MBE died on Monday 3
September 2007.
- by Jimmy Campbell
It is with deep regret that I report the death of Steve, who passed
away on Monday 3 September after a courageous struggle with a
brain tumour. Steve and Myrtle had returned to Scotland from
their home in Spain in 2006 to allow Steve to receive treatment.
Myrtle remained by his side throughout his struggle and was with
him at the end.
Steve had a distinguished career in the Corps, serving for some
28 years, and was awarded the MBE in 1990. His time in the
Corps was built around 9 years with the Para Sig Sqn during
which he served at all levels from LCpl to SSgt.
After leaving the Sqn, he went on to be RSM of 3 Armd Div HQ &
Sig Regt, before commanding 5 Sqn, 7 Sig Regt, an appointment
of which he was particularly proud. Steve's final job was Eqpt
Manager in the first Gulf War where his son Lance was also
deployed.
Since leaving the Corps in 1991, Steve served with the Cadet
Force in Nottinghamshire as the QM and Chief Executive before
retiring in 2005.
Steve was buried close to other family members in Minehead and
his funeral was attended by a large number of ex-colleagues from
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the Corps as well as family and friends. He would have been
pleased with the 'send off', which was meticulously organised
and executed by Myrtle and Lance.
Myrtle has specifically asked me to thank everyone who
managed to attend the funeral and for the many wonderful
tributes she has received. Your support at this difficult time will
be treasured forever.
I am honoured to be asked to submit this obituary on behalf of
Myrtle and the family.

JONES - Maj (Retd) Steve Jones died on 14 July 2007.
Maj Steve Jones joined the Army 40
years ago when he enlisted in the
Royal Signals and trained as a
Technician . He served in
posts around the globe
including UK, Germany,
Cyprus and the Falkland
Islands, performing a
variety of tasks and on
ops during the Gulf War
where he deployed with a
Ptarmigan Sqn. He was
always keen on physical
fitness and qualified as a
PTI early in his career and
managed to maintain his
interest in sport throughout. In
the latter years of his Regular
Service, he was promoted to Maj and
served as Trg Maj of 36 Sig Regt and QM of 71 (Y) Sig Regt.
He joined 41 (Princess Louise's Kensington) Sig Sqn, part of 31
Sig Reg, as PSAO in 1997 and served as a Non-Regular
Permanent Staff (NAPS) Capt. Unfortunately, in the summer of
2006 poor health forced him to take extended leave. During his
time in 41 Sig Sqn, he supported not only the Sqn but also the
Royal Slgnals Association. Given his previous experience, he
was able to contribute on many levels and was one of the few in
the background who actively made the Association what it is
today.
Steve will be sadly missed by all his military friends, both TA and
Regular. His funeral was held on 1st August 2007 and there w;i.s
a strong presence of past and present members of the Regt. Our
thoughts go out to his wife Sam and their two children.

He became a member of the Royal Signals Association
Colchester Branch and also belonged to the British Korean
Veterans Association, Colchester, where he became ViceChairman.
Don passed away after a hard struggle with illness over the past
4 years. He lost one leg a couple of years ago due to diabetes
and earlier this year his other leg was amputated but it was then
discovered he was also suffering from cancer.
His funeral took place on 29 August at Colchester Crematorium
and was very well attended by members of the Colchester
Korean Vets, the Royal Signals Association and The Royal British
Legion, along with Tony and Beryl Hull, Alan Smith and Tony
Bermingham from the Beverley Ex-Boys Association . Derek
Smith gave the eulogy in which he said that Don was a man of
very strong character, determination and wit who volunteered to
stay in his post right to the end. He achieved whatever he set his
mind to and dealt with adversity in the same manner.
We extend our deepest sympathy to his wife, Sheila, and his
children, Andrew, Trevor and Jackie.

PAVEY - Maj Frederick James Pavey MBE died on 11 August
2007.
Fred was born in Gibraltar on 6
April 1921. He enlisted in
Peshawar,
India
(now
Pakistan) in 1935, aged 13
years and 9 months.
He travelled back to
UK, unaccompanied,
on a troop ship. He
arrived in F Coy, Royal
Signals, one month
before
his
14th
birthday. He started
his trg as an Electrician
Fitter. During his boy
service, he represented
the Coy and Bn in all sports
except rugby. He was an
outstanding javelin thrower and
held the Army boys' record for many
years. His all round sporting ability made him an asset to all the
units in which he was later to serve.
He joined the ranks in 1939 and was posted to 3rd Div. At the
outbreak of war, 3rd Div was mobilised and went to France with
the British Expeditionary Force. Fred was sent back after a short
period as he was under age.

HORTON - Donald Horton died 18 August 2007
It is with great sadness that the
Beverley Ex-Boys Association
reports the death of Don
Horton on Saturday 18th
August 2007.
Don was born on 26
March 1934 and he joined
the Army as a boy in 1949
at Richmond and moved
to Beverley on 23 January
1950 where the Regiment
became known as 6 (Boys)
Training Regiment.
He
served in Korea in 1952/53
and then went on to Germany.
He came out in 1960 but joined
the TA. His service with the Corps
finished when he retired from 36(E) Sig
Regt in March 1982.
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After a few months he joined 9th Armd Div. It was during this
period that he met and married Lilian Megan, a girl from
Washington, Co Durham.
Because of his trade, he was earmarked to transfer to REME,
then a newly formed Corps. Because he loved the Royal Corps
of Signals, he decided to re-muster as a storeman to avoid being
transferred.
After D-Day, 9th Armd Div was disbanded. The Tank Bdes were
used to reinforce the Divs in action on the Continent. Fred then
found himself bound for Burma, finishing up in 33 Corps.
At this time the campaign took on a new look. The Japanese
received their first beating at Imphal and from then on kept
retreating. This meant Corps HQ was continually on the move.
Fred was the MT Sgt and was mentioned in dispatches. The
continual advance finished in Rangoon.
33 Corps then had a new role and became the 12th Army. At this
stage the country was convinced the Army was preparing for the
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long trek to Japan. Luckily the war came to a sudden end with
the dropping of the atomic bomb. Fred was promoted to ROMS
and remained in Rangoon until November 1947.
On his return to UK, he joined 5 (Mixed) AA Sigs. He served for 3
years in the Gold Coast Sig Sqn follov·1ed by 3 Trg Regt at
Catterick. He was promoted to RSM with the TA in Birmingham
and was then selected as the RSM of the Junior Leaders' Regt in
Denbury, which he always said was his happiest and most
rewarding posting.
He was commissioned and went to 7 Sig Regt followed by a TA
Regt in Aberdeen. His reward for being a successful QM was to
be flown to Aden to arrange the handover of Singapore Lines.
His last posting was as Staff Quartermaster of the Army
Apprentices' College in Harrogate. How appropriate that he
started as an Apprentice Tradesman and finished as their QM.
He served 3 Kings, the Queen and the country he loved, for 39
years. He was awarded the MBE for outstanding service.
Fred died on 11 August after a severe stroke. He will be sadly
missed by Josephine, Alexandra and Michael, and his three
grandchildren.
The Corps can be proud of him. He was a good, loyal soldier.
He carried out his duties with great pride. I know because I am
his brother and served with him many times.
He can rest in peace.

DUNBAR - Maj Allan (Taff} Dunbar died 22 September 2007
The Corps took a pace backwards when it heard that Maj (Tfc
Offr) Allan Dunbar had contracted an illness that was likely to
prove fatal. Why? Because he was a tough soldier, arguably the
finest all-round sportsman to serve Royal Signals during the past
40 years and even in retirement he kept himself extremely fit.
Allan hailed from Whitland in Camarthenshire and having
attended the Grammar School with distinction he joined the Army
Apprentice College, Harrogate in January 1961. Colleagues have
suggested he set high standards even at 17 years of age but
there was more than that. He was a gifted teenager with a fine
brain, an athlete's body that could turn to any sport with the
realistic hope of excellence and a sunshine personality.
Forty six years after joining Royal Signals Allan's contemporaries
talk about his steadfastness and loyalty, his calmness and never
having the need to raise his voice. He wasn't a gung-ho leader
but his warm personality and reasoned approach ensured people
always followed him easily.
Unusually Allan, or by now Taff Dunbar was posted from
Harrogate and trade trg as a TG Op directly to 249 Sig Sqn,
Singapore. Air Sp Tp was a specialist morse unit with the very
highest of standards and Taff immediately started to reach for the
uppermost branches.
He was detached to 266 Sqn Borneo. It was too quiet at HQ Div
and Taff found himself in the warm seats in rotation. Based with
the Bdes at Kuching, Tawau and Brunei he was pushed 'upcountry' to the battalions on the Indonesian border and always
returned with glowing reports. He usually returned to Labuan at
weekends, where Army Borneo played RAF Borneo at rugby.
Playing without Taff at flanker was like having a leg cut off.
Taff flew back to Singapore with operational experience, was
promoted Cpl and given a 'tentacle' - a forward air sp det
working with the battalions in the jungles of Malaya. Lt Col
Ponanga, CO 1RNZIR, a Maori, treated him like one of his own
and would bypass protocol to call in person for Taff 's det. There
was confusion because at about the same time and despite his
large frame , he earned the nickname 'Dun-bahadur' - a
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married into the Corps. Can anyone help take the story on from
there? If so, please contact Roger Thompson on either the
telephone or email above.

tremendous accolade suggesting in the jungles of the Far East,
he could be likened to a Gurkha.
In the 1960s 'matelot morsers' enjoyed a fine reputation as HF
radio operators and none more so than on the aircraft carriers,
but in short order Taff was stretching their very best to 28 words
per minute on circuit. It was a game because few could write at
that speed but it established the Far East pecking order with
Royal Signals in pole position.
That is not to say that this paragon of virtue was all virtue! Taff
had an enormous appetite, enjoyed copious quantities of 'Tiger'
and the very hottest curries from Zam Zams in down town
Singapore. His party trick after rugby, more Tiger Beer and a few
'blue juice' curries was to ru n with others along the length of the
upper floor and leap out of the window to land amidst the tables
and chairs below.
In 1966 he was posted back to 24 Regt Catterick as a trade trg
instructor. By now married to his first wife Yvonne, his first son
Mark was born in June and Wayne, currently a serving W02 in
the Corps, was born 3 years later whilst with 7 Regt in Herford.
At this stage Taff started to play some seriously good rugby,
being cemented into a rampant Corps team dominated by Fijians,
and frequently the Army. He was often mistaken for a Fijian; he
excelled in the rough and tumble of "XVs, was a fine 7s exponent
and had he stayed in Whitland, who knows what Wales
representative honours would have been bestowed on him. He
was that good.
Despite the various labels of Maori, Gurkha and Fijian, Taff
remained a fierce and openly patriotic Welshman, true to his roots
and all that stood for. He enjoyed a fi ne voice and wore the Red
Shirt with pride.
When the time came in 1969 Taff 'flew' the YOS entrance exam,
strolled the most difficult course devised in the Army and was
posted to Hong Kong as a SSgt (YofS). Tours in 3 Bde (N I), more
promotion and tours at large international headquarters such as
SHAPE led to his commission into the Corps, a return to Northern
Ireland, then Cyprus and Bielefeld. He played an important role
in the development of Army CIS Engineering before retiring in
1998 to join NALLA UK, where he met Bernie and they married in
2000.
Taff was happy in retirement. The sportsman in him took up golf
and the domestic man turned to gardening - not any old heap of
dirt but a patch to be proud of. The leopard never ever changed
his spots.
These few words have painted a picture of a man on top of his
game in all areas of his life. He was a Corps man, an Army man
without, at any rank, feeling the need to be a 'military wotnot' .
He was promoted ten times from Sig to Maj ; he attracted friends
with ease throughout his life who each felt a very special bond
with a very special man. From GD wallahs to Generals he was
known as Taff. If proof were needed , some 400 turned out at
Blandford to bid farewell to a true friend . It does not matter how
many times people said Taff's funeral was a celebration of his life,
which it was, it was also a very sorrowful occasion . When the
kilted piper played, the men who had faced bullet, bayonet and
worse were in tears.
Taff Dunbar was a man who had nothing to prove to anyone. He
was a stable platform in a troubled sea - but he could also create
waves. He was a first class soldier, a gifted sportsman and a
fam ily man who took enormous pride in his sons Mark and
Wayne and their fami lies. He was a great guy to be with at both
work and play.
We, probably thousands of us, would like to share with his wife
Bernie, sons Mark and Wayne and his grandchildren Fiona,
Rachel , Kerriann and Kieran, their grief. We send our sincerest
condolences to all his family but particularly to his devoted wife
Bernie who was at his bedside throughout the darkest days of a
long illness.
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Yours ...

From:

Mr AF Goode
67 Holly Hill Road
Rubery Rednal
Birmingham. B45 ODG

Dear Sir,
I am trying to locate a Pass Off photograph from my intake in
March 1965 at Helles Barracks, Catterick. The only people I can
remember from that time were Sgt Grey and Cpl Kenny, both my
Tp NCOs. There may be someone out there that may be able to
help me locate a copy of our pass out parade.

From: John Laverick (email: j.!averick2@ntlworld.com)
Tel: 01204 309552
John Laverick and Spike Forbes are looking for anyone from 5
Field Force Sig Sqn/21 0 Sig Sqn 1979-84 for a reunion planned
for Easter 2008. Anyone interested contact John on the contacts
above.

I have been through the archives with no luck as the earliest they
go back is 1976 - 77. It may be worth a shot at putting
something in The Wire. I was known as Archie. I hope this is
enough information for you. I thank you for your help. I am trying
to put together my Army career for my grandchildren and this
photo would mean a lot as it would be the beginning of a very
good life in the Army.
Thank you again ...
From:

Alan Sanderson [email: sandyfzy@hotmajl.com]
41 Harlow Avenue
Moorside, Shiremoor,
Newcastle. NE27 OSF

As a result of photographs published in recent issues of The Wire,
the Editor has received many written and verbal comments on
matters of incorrect dress or drill. Most of these have been
addressed personally with the originators of complaints but the
Editor believes that the poem below is the ultimate reminder on
one bone of contention, which should be noted by officers in
particular.

Dear Sir
CARRY ON SWINGING.
My name is Alan Sanderson, can you please put this in your lost
touch page? I served with Royal Signals from 1966 till 1971 . My
postings were The School of Signals Catterick 1966-67, School of
Signals Blandford 1967-68, Trucial Oman Scouts 1968-70 and
then back to the School of Signals 1970-71. I would love to get
in touch with anyone that remembers me, as time seems to be
passing by very fast.
Thanking you ...

From :

John Seymour (email Seymour@T.Online.de)
Hasennest STA 8
32257 BOnde
Germany
Tel No 0049522364518

I am trying to contact Dave (Snoddy) Beard, with whom I served
with at 260 Sig Sqn (SAM) attached to 36 Hy AD Regt Royal
Artillery at Horsloe Barracks, Shoeburyness in the period between
January 1970 and November 1973.
If anyone knows of his whereabouts, please contact me at the
above contact numbers, any help is greatly appreciated.
Best Regards ...
From: Roger Thompson [email : rogaur@btinternet.com]
Tel: 01252 850992
Following the death of Maj Taff Dunbar, we were trying to
contact one of Taff's contemporaries, one Colin Bishop. He
served as a Cpl in Air Sp Tp, 249 Sig Sqn (FARELF) Singapore
1964 - 66 and left the Corps to join the RAF Regt. For a time he
served with the Queen's Colour Sqn. There the trail goes cold
except that we know he had a daughter called Caroline who
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What do officers care for ceremonial?
Apparently, not a thing.
When marching at the 'Carry'
The left arm doesn't swing.
Each 'Wire' we see such blunders
And the shame that it must bring,
When marching at the 'Carry'
The left arm doesn't swing.
There's basic rules whilst on parade,
To which we all must cling,
When marching at the 'Carry'
The left arm doesn't swing.

Of course, you raise your arms up high
To dance the Highland Fling,
But when marching at the 'Carry'
The left arm doesn't swing.
At the Officers monthly disco,
One can wave one's arms and sing ,
But when marching at the 'Carry'
The left arm doesn't swing.
When old soldiers read the 'Wire',
A lot will write or ring,
"When marching at the carry
The left arm doesn't swing!"
Where's the pride that used to make
Our tunic buttons ping?
If officers on parade don't know
The left hand doesn't swing.
Alphonse.
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WHITE HELMETS 80th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND
- by Sig Daniel
Being officially fonned back in 1927, 2007 marked the BOth
An niversary of the Royal Signals Motorcycle Display Team - The
White Helmets. So to celebrate this milestone, a re-union for exTeam Members was held in Blandford on 8/9 September 07.

Princesses asked me about the personal insignia I had painted on
my mudguard. Because I looked so young, I had two children 's
dummies painted on the mudguard . The most incredible t hing
about that event was that we were all Reservists - it's t he only
time in history a non- Army unit took part.

his face creases into a big smile: "Oh, we got the girls alright. We
were all over the place performing our shows. It was great for
that.
HARRY CULLEN, 71 -A WHITE HELMET 1955

"I th ink I was good at it because I hadn't ridden a bike before
joining up. I didn't have any bad habits from riding so it was more
natural. People used to th ink I was crazy."

Months of preparation went in to organising the event and
contacting the old Team Members and t he week leading up the
weekend was spent completely transfonning the garages ready
for our guests. Those who travelled down ranged from those
recently posted out to veteran dispatch riders who remember the
team from the mid 1930s. Over 200 people tu rned up on the day
and a reporter and photographer from Motor Cycle News showed
up to report on the day for their publication.

CORPORAL JOHN 'JET' JONES, 83-A WHITE HELMET 1945
-1947
" I joined up in 1942 but because of the war there was no Whit e
Helmets team until 1945. I joined up to be a DR - I didn't want to
be a White Helmet particularly, I just wanted to ride bikes in the
Anny. I did all my DR training in Prestatyn in North Wales over 13
weeks, riding Nortons or Velocettes. Once the training was over
we used 750cc Indians - there were loads of them because the
Americans were supplying them to the Army over here. Once the
war was over, I was part of the first post-war display team. We
did all our practice on 500cc BSA bikes. They were as heavy as
lead wit h rigid frames and wheels that used to break the whole
time. In fact, everything broke - you could get off and run faster
than the bikes. Geoff Duke was in the team at the same time as
me - he was a very quiet chap and we were sort of friends - he
was a fabulous road racer and was a hero to everyone. I st ill see
him every now and then at things like the NEC show in
Birmingham and we have a couple of words.

The guests spent much of the day reminiscing and enjoying the
drinks laid on for them, taking the opportunity to catch up with
old team mates and the chance get back in the saddle of the
Team 's current bikes. Late into the afternoon the photographer
took a group photo before everybody dispersed to get changed,
ready for the evening function in the Semaphore Anns. The
function kicked off around 1900hrs and was a success from the
off. Past members and their partners enjoyed an evening of food ,
dancing and entertainment as well as catching up wit h past team
members into the small hours.
After a night of extreme merriment, the current team members
had to be up bright and early in preparation for the South West
Motorcycle Expo that was to take place on the airfield. The Team
were to perform their final show of the season in front of their
harshest critics - ex Team Members.
The day was hot and the event was a big success. During the
show, the riders who are posted back to regular units at the end
of the year had to perform their last ever fire jump. Sgt 'Les'
Dawson, Cpl Gaz Stewart, Cpl Julie Jones and Sig 'Geeza'
Potter in front of the team veterans.
The show went flawlessly and marked the end of a long and
trying season. After a particularly busy weekend the team loaded
up the truck and retired to the bar for a well earned drink. Special
mention must go to the event IC Cpl Jones whose hard work
ensured the weekend was a massive success.
THE REPORT PUBLISHED IN MCN ON 19 SEPTEMBER 2007
(Article by Andy Downes courtesy of MCN)
It's 80 years since the British Army formed The Royal Signals
White Helmets display team as a recruitment tool. Since then
some of the most famous names in motorcycling, such as Geoff
Duke, have been a part of it. MCN went along to meet some of
the oldest surviving members when they met up at the Blandford
Camp base of the White Helmets in Dorset.
SIGNALMAN BILL BARRY, 93 - A WHITE HELMET 1936 - 1939
"The biggest problem we had was we kept smashing the bikes
up - that happens when you jump an unsprung bike. A couple of
the chaps had big crashes and hurt themselves. King George VI
came to see us afterwards to check we were alright."
Signalman Bill Barry - formerly a despatch rider in the British
Army's Royal Signals and a display rider in the White Helmets
leans forward to explain further.

Bill Barry holding a photograph of himself in uniform on his civilian
ride, a sporty BSA V-twin
Photo by Howard Boylan courtesy of MCN
At 93, Bill Barry still has a spring in his step - a walking stick is
part of his outfit rat her than being purely necessary for walking.
He's now one of the oldest surviving White Helmets and the
most senior here today. Two others survive from the 1937 team
but they were unable to make the journey to Blandford Camp.
Originally, Barry didn't even want to be a part of the White
Helmets team - he already rode a bike in civilian life and just
wanted to t rain as a despatch rider - or DR as all of the
Signalmen refer to the job.
Modern communications have almost taken bikes out of the
Royal Signals Corps completely. However, two of the most
coveted DR jobs are those of the two riders at Chelsea Barracks
in central London, a pair of BMWs at the ready to rush around the
capital with communications that are too sensitive to be sent any
other way. Bill continued: " I was in the team from 1936 through
to the start of the war. I was no longer a reservist and spent many
months training as part of a commando unit for a mission to
Norway that never happened because Norway fell before we
went. Afterwards I went to be a part of a new ?9th Armoured
Division and ended up a Sergeant Major in Hamburg. I carried on
riding bikes until 1965. My sons were all into it by then anyway
doing scrambling and grasstrack and I was 51 already."
It's not like he didn't cram more motorcycling adventures into his
years of riding than most of us will ever do. Before the Second
World War, Bill used to take part in motorcycle trials including
getting a silver medal in the Langmaid trial. But the big one was
the London to Lands End trial he described so devastatingly
quietly as "a bit cold" - hugely playing down the arduous nature
of riding a pre-WWII bike from Virginia Water in London, through
the night to Lands End. Oh, and his lodging , where he could rest
up for the night on Saturday was another 100 miles away. The
latest anniversary of the White Helmets was far from the first one
Bill attended. In 1977 he and a few of the older members
badgered the Army to allow them to take part in the 50th
celebrations at the Royal Tournament - this time at Earls Court.

"It was the 1937 Royal Tournament at Olympia, it was the
Coronation year of King George VI and we had a com bination of
250 and 500cc Rudge bikes. The 250s were for the tricks and
the 500s were for jumping. They just fell apart when they landed,
so we had crates of new frames and wheels and a factory Rudge
mechanic looking after the bikes.

"They said we were too old but we just kept badgering them until
they said yes. Then they wanted us to wear helmets but we said
we were going to wear our normal cloth caps."

The King and Queen turned up with Princesses Elizabeth and
Margaret - Elizabet h was only about 12 then I think. Both the

There are stories after stories - it's a humbling experience but
there's one question I simply have to ask Bill . As soon as I ask it,
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Barnes was a specialist at one of the team's most dangerous
stunts - 'The Reverse Jimmy'. The stunt involves a set of
handlebars being mounted on the back of the bike, the rider
stands on the seat looking backwards and rides it forwards.
These days the stunt is rarely performed as bikes have almost hit
the crowd in the past. Howard said:
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The White Helmets were only 28 years old when Harry Cullen joined Photo by Howard Boylan courtesy of MCN
"I was in the Anny because of Nat ional Service and was called up
in 1954. I started as a DR once I'd done my three-month training
course. I thought I would try and get into the White Helmets.
"Back in those days everyone rode bikes - it was the only
t ransport we could afford so every time there was a try-out for
the White Helmets there were always about 300 guys competing
to get into the team. I made it into the 1955 team with the first
show being held at the Catterick Camp where we were based.
We did a press review in May and then ended up in Copenhagen
in October performing for the King of Denmark. During the show
a couple of the guys had crashes and were a bit bashed up.
Once the show was over the King and his whole family came
back stage to check they were alright. He told us he were going
to do the show in front of him again , we had to promise not to do
the crossover trick so closely because it scared him."
Cullen still rides today - his weekend job of scrutineer for the
Bemsee club sees him picking over race bikes but he has a 1999
Honda Super-Blackbird for general riding. Cullen's team of 30
White Helmets from 1955 spawned some famous biking names
including ex-factory Triumph Race Team manager and builder of
the famous TT-winning Triumph Slippery Sam, Les Williams and
road racer Alan Shepherd - who only very recently died.
Shepherd went on to win the 1964 US GP at Daytona on a
factory MZ250. In a fantastic bit of Cold War era boys own
adventure, Shepherd was taking telephone advice on the jetting
of the bike from the factory technicians based in East Germany to
snatch victory on US soil. The chat with Cullen is interrupted by
6 of his fellow team mates from 1955 - even though they see
each other relatively rarely the bond of friendship is beyond
question. Ribbing each other mercilessly they are a close-knit
bunch.

John 'Jet' Jones and his DR comrades
Photo by Howard Boylan courtesy of MCN
John was left wondering what he was going to do once his
service was over but he and a few other White Helmets set-up
the 'Cytrix' motorcycle display team. At a time when traveling
abroad was mostly something done by troops and the very rich,
John and three ex-White Helmets mates travelled all over Europe
and the world performing their display. Once they even joined the
famous Wild Bill Circus for a tour of America. John said:

Howard Barnes is 70 and more unusual than most. As he
explains:

"It was an incredible time for all of us - just being able to travel
across Europe and America was great. We were riding BSA Gold
Stars and we all had a great time. "

"The Army taught me to ride a bike, I was then part of the White
Helmets display team but I have never ridden a bike since. I just
saw it as something I did back then."

Cytrix were pretty well known - enough for a film called Stunt
Men to be made about them in 1953. So he must be a millionaire
filmstar living off the profits, eh? John laughs:
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EXERCISE MIDNIGHT SUN - THE TA EXPEDITION TO GREENLAND AUGUST 2008
WE NEED YOU!
"You're joking. I'm living off my pension - we didn't really get any
money. Enough to live on back then but we weren't film stars like
people are now. We were just in a film. We all carried on riding as
part of Cytrix until 1970 and then I went to make Hoovers in the
factory in Middlesex. My time in the White Helmets was
something I'll never forget - to be a part of the team was a real
honour."

Ex MIDNIGHT SUN is the TA exped to Greenland taking place in August 2008. It is open to anyone who is currently (or soon due to be) serving
with a Royal Signals TA unit, which is either part of 2 (NC) Sig Bde or 12 Sig Gp. It does not matter if you are TA or Regular, Royal Signals capbadged or an attached Arm , if this interests you, then read on ....
From:

CORPORAL ARTHUR 'KIPPER' TICl<NER, 76 - A WHITE
HELMET 1950

"'Would either of you two like to do silly things on bikes?' It was
the Sergeant Major and he wanted some volunteers for the White
Helmets. The bloke I was with said 'no' and I said 'yes'
and that 's the way it went from there.
"My nickname of Kipper came from the fact that I was a delivery
boy for a fishmonger in Twickenham. I'd volunteered to be a DR
and spent 6 weeks doing DR training at Catterick aged 17 after
joining up in 1949. I was then moved to the Moascar Camp near
Suez where I did weeks and weeks of training in the desert to be
a part of the Suez White Helmets display team. At the time there
were a number of White Helmets teams - in the Far East, Hong
Kong and a couple of other places. Six weeks riding in the
desert was a lot harder than it sounds - there was some really
rough terrain but after a few weeks the situation in Suez started
to get a bit rough and we had to head out of the area. Then the
whole Suez crisis kicked off and we moved to somewhere safer
so we could still train and put on shows to entertain soldiers."
As we are talking a current member of the White Helmets walks
past in a period costume from the early years of the White
Helmets. Arthur takes a quick look up and down and is on his
feet in seconds:

Mr W G (Bill) Irving (email: o.jrvjng224@btinernet.com)
15 Lime Grove
Exmouth
EX85NN
Tel: 01395 227308

The exped will take place over 4 weeks - you can choose to attend either the first 2 weeks or the second. It will all take place in and around
Evighedsfjord (the Eternity Ford), near the Arctic Circle on the west coast of Greenland. Evighedsfjord is a stunningly beautiful place; its icy water
guarded on both sides by huge granite cliffs. The gently lapping sound of the water is occasionally punctuated by a deep roar, as ice chunks the
size of houses tear away from the glacier mouths. One day you will sit peacefully warming yourself in the bright Arctic sun, watching the birds
circling overhead and the next you will be battling through wind and rain that pierces you to the skin. Do not underestimate this mighty place, or 1t
will bite. Still interested ... ?

Dear Sir,
So now it's up to you; do you want to sea kayak, ski-tour, mountaineer or sail in one of
the most beautiful environments on earth? If you choose to sea-kayak, then you will
take your boat where the whim takes you, exploring the shores and inlets of the fjord
as you like. Each night you will choose an inviting beach, pull your boat up above the
tidal level and pitch your tent. Dinner will be cooked over an open fire, and the more
fish you catch , the better you will eat. If you choose to ski, you will embark on a first
ever 7 day traverse of an unnamed Ice Cap, pulling your pulk (small sledge) behind
you, choosing shelter to camp in as best you can. You will pass ice cliffs and
crevasses on your way, forging a route never before completed by man and carving
your name into a little part of history. If mountaineering is your thing, you will find
yourself with a challenge that may keep you occupied for many days, finding a route
up a long wandering ridge to a summit towering over the fjord . Feel free to choose a
name for it, as you will be the first ever to have reached the top by any means than
helicopter. Or do you fancy your chances in a Challenger 67 yacht, sailing from the
coast of the UK across a vast stretch of ocean towards the Artie Circle? You will
come together in a tightly knit team, fighting high seas and all types of weather, before
the keel of the yacht finally nudges against the harbour at Kangaamiut and your
journey is over.

On the 29th August, two members of The Air Formation Signals
Association met after 48 years!
Bill Irving and Hugh McWilliams went to school together in the
City of Carlisle and met up again in 1954 at the Royal Signals
Catterick Camp. Bill was posted to 3 L of C Sig Regt Egypt, and
4 Air Formation Sig Regt Cyprus and served from 1954 to 1957.
Hugh was posted to Air Sp Sig Unit Malaya from 1954 to 1957.
Bill was reading through the Air Formation newsletter and noticed
the name of a new member, with the same name as his friend. On
phoning the number quoted, it turned out that it was Hugh, who
recognised Bill 's voice immediately. The friends from all those
years ago had made contact.
Hugh and his wife Veronica live in Morecambe, and Bill and Olive
live in Exmouth.
Nonetheless, it was
arranged for them to
meet up in
Lancaster on 29th
August. What a time
was had as they
spent time together.
A kaleidoscope of
memories ensued,
which flowed as well
as the wine and
stories.

Midnight sun above the clouds

It is not necessary to choose an activity in which you are already proficient. We have a
year to train you. Nothing that we do will be beyond you if you are fit, enthusiastic and have a keen sense of adventure. Furthermore, the exped is
a key event in the 2 (NC) Sig Bde calendar for 2008 and so is bounty earning.
There are places still available for both participants and instructors. Apply now at:
www.midnight-sun.om.uk

More meetings are planned and it is hoped that other members of
RSA are as lucky and able to make contact with long lost
comrades.
The enclosed photograph shows Bill sitting on the left and Hugh
on the right.
Yours sincerely ...
From: Maj (Retd) Malcolm Bradbury (Mandabradbury@aol.com)
Dear Sir
Former members of 22 Sig Regt and their families will be
saddened to hear of the death of Agnes Mcintyre who died on
16 October 2007 at home in Corona, Lochans near Stranraer after
a long and courageous fight against cancer. She was the SSAFA
Sister in Lippstadt during the 1960s.

Where are your socks, man?" Arthur 'Kipper' Tickner berates an
improperly dressed youth - Photo by Howard Boylan courtesy of MCN

"He's improperly dressed," he smiles. Collaring the younger man
and tapping his leg with his walking stick, Arthur points out he is
missing the thick khaki socks all White helmets had to wear while
performing on bikes at the time. Arthur explains: "They had to be
turned down over the top of the boots. He'd have got a right
rollicking for that in my day."
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Agnes was a well loved, highly respected and dedicated nurse, a
Scot, who enjoyed a party and a wee dram. She had a wonderful
sense of humour and her cup was always half full, never half
empty. We were privileged to have had a friendship lasting over
40 years with this wonderfully compassionate nurse.
I am sure many who served in Lippstadt will remember Agnes as
a tireless worker for families of the Corps and a member of the
Regimental family.
RIP
Yours ...
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Mr Len Tyler, Senior Vice President and CEO EADS Defence & Security presents a silver Cormorant centrpiece
to Brig J Thomas MBE ADC, Signal Officer in Chief (Army)

